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ADVENT 1: REFLECTING SACRED TIME 

“Remember that someday the AIDS crisis will be over, and when that day has come and 

gone, there will be people alive who will hear that once there was a terrible disease, and 

that a brave group of people stood up and fought and in some cases died so others might 

live and be free.” 

Vito Russo, 1988 

Prelude 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome and Announcement Highlights       

Meditation:  Crossing the Threshold   

Upon this moment, 

Upon this people 

Upon this place, 

The holy comes.   

And sacred knowing 

Brings sacred being 

For sacred doing of God’s plan.        

*Hymn of Hope            Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus   

Come, O long expected Jesus,  

Born to set all people free; 

From our fears and sins release us;  

Grant us your true liberty. 

Israel’s strength and consolation,  

Hope to all the earth impart; 

Dear desire of every nation, 

Enter every longing heart. 

Born all people to deliver, 

Born a child, you came to reign! 

Born to rule on earth forever, 

Come, be known to us again. 

By your own eternal Spirit 

Come to claim us as your own; 

By your all-sufficient merit,  

Let us share your cross and crown.   

Story for all Ages                                                                                                          

Sending the Children 

Goodbye sweet children, it’s time to leave this place, 

May our love hold you all with grace. 

Our hearts go with you ‘til you come back to this place. 

So we bid you goodbye, goodbye, goodbye.             

Contemporary Lesson 

Special Music                “Something Good This Way Comes” by Jakob Dylan 

 sung by Tres Commer 

 

 



 

Gospel  Reading                     Matthew 24:36-44 

“No one knows that day and that hour - not the angels of heaven, nor the Only 

Begotten - only Abba God. The coming of the Promised One will be just like 

Noah’s time. The days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, 

having relationships and getting married, right up to the day Noah entered the 

ark. They were totally unconcerned until the flood came and destroyed them. 

So it will be at the coming of the Promised One. Two people will be out in the 

field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two people will be grinding meal; 

one will be taken and one will be left. Therefore be vigilant! For you don’t 

know the day your Savior is coming. Be sure of this: If the owner of the house 

had known when the thief was coming, the owner would have kept a watchful 

eye and not allowed the house to be broken into. You must be prepared in the 

same way. The Promised One is coming at the time you least expect. 

     
Song   O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel, and with your captive children dwell,  

Give comfort to all exiles here, and to the aching heart bid cheer. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come within as Love to dwell. 

O come, you splendor very bright, as joy that never yields to might. 

O come, and turn all hearts to peace, that greed and war at last shall cease. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come within as Truth to dwell. 

O come , you dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by your presence here. 

And dawn in every broken soul as vision that can see the whole. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come within as Light to dwell. 

O come, you Wisdom from on high, from depths that hide within a sigh,  

To temper knowledge with our care, to render every act a prayer.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come within as Hope to dwell. 

Sermon              Borrowed Time, Sacred Time                 Pastor  Jim Mitulski  

Response            “525,600 Minutes/Seasons of Love”          from Rent  

Five hundred, twenty five thousand, six hundred minutes 

Five hundred, twenty five thousand moments so dear 

Five hundred, twenty five thousand, six hundred minutes 

How do you measure, measure a year? 

In daylights, in sunsets 

In midnights, in cups of coffee 

In inches, in miles 

In laughter, in strife 

In five hundred, twenty five thousand, six hundred minutes 

How do you measure a year in a life? 

How about love? 

How about love? 

How about love? 

Measuring love 

Seasons of love 

Seasons of love 



  

Five hundred, twenty five thousand, six hundred minutes 

Five hundred, twenty five thousand journeys to plan 

Five hundred, twenty five thousand, six hundred minutes 

How can you measure the life of a woman or a man?  

In truths that she learned 

Or in times that he cried 

In bridges he burned 

Or the way that she died 

It's time now to sing out 

Though the story never ends 

To celebrate, remember a year in the life of a friend 

Remember the love 

Remember the love 

Remember the love 

Measuring love 

Seasons of love 

Community Prayers, Candle Lighting, and the Lord’s Prayer 

Offertory 

Communion 

In the United Church of Christ, everyone is welcome at the table.  There is gluten free 

bread in the center cup and we serve grape juice so all can participate. 

Communion Song 

Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines within me 

Let not my doubt or my darkness speak to me 

Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines around me 

Let my life reflect your love 

Closing Song                 Soon and Very Soon 

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King! 

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King! 

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We’re going to see the King! 

No more crying there, we are going to see the King, etc. 

No more dying there, we are going to see the King, etc.               

Invitation to the Day 

Benediction 

Postlude       
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