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Prelude by Elliott Dean  

 

Announcements and Welcome 

 

Ringing of our Peace Bells 

 

*Call to Worship by Steven Charleston 

Blessed are those who feel the anger, but channel it into the creative energy of change. 

Blessed are the frustrated, for their determination drives the cause of justice.  

Blessed are the forgiving, for they keep the bridges between us from collapse.  

Blessed are the listeners, for they are our last hope.  

Blessed are the dreamers, for they show us the future is still possible.  

Blessed are the open-minded, for they show us the diversity of heaven.  

Blessed are the faithful, for they are our memory.  

Blessed are those willing to risk love, for without them our vision would reach no 

farther than our politics. 

 

*Opening Hymn    “You Are Welcome”     (#19 P&W Songbook) 

 

Story for All Ages    (10:30 service only) 

 

Contemporary Lesson     An excerpt from Steven Charleston’s “Ladder to the Light” 

One of the greatest challenges we face in our ascent to freedom is the fear of diversity. 

Throughout the centuries, oppressive cultures have invented scores of ways to pretend 

human beings are fundamentally different. They have invented the concept of race. They 

have developed elaborate caste systems. They have engineered class distinctions. They have 

economically separated people by gender. They have practiced religious exclusivity and 

intolerance. The list goes on, but the results have been the same. Humanity has remained 

fractured along imaginary fault lines created by fear and perpetrated for social control and 

domination. 

In the kiva*, we begin overcoming this fear. We begin to see the deeper truth of our own 

humanity. The higher we climb on the ladder, the more we realize the reality of our own 

existence. We are not different; we are the same. The light exposes these false divisions and 

helps us recognize one another for what we are: brothers and sisters in the great tribe of the 

human beings.  

 

*In the tradition of Southwest Native Americans, the kiva is a square or circular underground 

chamber, covered by a roof of wooden beams with an opening in the center. In some ways similar to a 

sacred cathedral, it is a place of vision, of nurturing darkness that leads up a ladder toward the light.   



 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 12:12-26 

The body is one, even though it has many parts; all the parts—many though they are—

comprise a single body. And so it is with Christ. It was by one Spirit that all of us, whether 

we are Jews or Greeks, slaves or citizens, were baptized into one body. All of us have been 

given to drink of the one Spirit. And that body is not one part; it is many. 

If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” does that 

make it any less a part of the body? If the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not 

belong to the body,” would that make it any less a part of the body? If the body were all eye, 

what would happen to our hearing? If it were all ear, what would happen to our sense of 

smell? Instead of that, God put all the different parts into one body on purpose. If all the 

parts were alike, where would the body be? 

They are, indeed, many different members but one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, “I 

do not need you,” any more than the head can say to the feet, “I do not need you.” And even 

those members of the body which seem less important are in fact indispensable. We honor 

the members we consider less honorable by clothing them with greater care, thus bestowing 

on the less presentable a propriety which the more presentable do not need. God has so 

constructed the body as to give greater honor to the lowly members, that there may be no 

dissension in the body, but that all the members may be concerned for one another. If one 

member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members 

share its joy. 

 

Special Music   “We Are One” sung by Ron Deters 

 

Sermon    “The Tension of Unity and Diversity” by Nathan Holst 

 

Hymn    “In All Our Living”     (#499) 

 

Community Prayers, Lord’s Prayer, and Choral Amen 

 

Offering  

Offertory 

 

Communion (8:30 service only) 

Everyone is always welcome to receive Communion in the United Church of Christ. 

 

*Closing Hymn    “This Is My Song”    (#591) 

 

*Benediction 

 

Postlude  

 


