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Having lived long in time, 

he lives now in timelessness 

without sorrow, made perfect 

by our never finished love, 

by our compassion and forgiveness, 

and by his happiness in receiving 

these gifts we give. Here in time 

we are added to one another forever. 

 Wendell Berry 

 



Service of Worship 

Gerald (Jerry) Cleveland 
 

Peace United Church of Christ 
Duluth, Minnesota  

May 21, 2022    11:00am 
 

Prelude     Nathan Holst, violin & Jim Pospisil, piano 

Welcome     Pastor Jim Mitulski 

*Call to Worship  

We gather in the name of God who created us and gave us life. 

We gather in the name of Jesus who taught us how to live. 

We gather in the name of Spirit who comforts and sustains us throughout our lives. 

Let us pray: 

Holy God, in whose presence there is no darkness and death, look upon us with 

tenderness and compassion. Grant that we may be drawn closer to you and to each 

other. Fill us with the light and comfort of your presence. Dwell with us until the day 

breaks and shadows flee away; through Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

*Hymn     “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”     #25 

Reading from the Psalms:     Psalm 103:1-5, 8-14, 17-18     Pastor Charlotte Frantz 

Anthem     “I Sought the Lord” 

Responsive Reading from the Prophets:     Isaiah 40: 1-8, 28-31     Nathan Holst 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem. 

Cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, 

That she has received from the Holy One’s hand double for all her sins. 

A voice cries out: 

In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord. 

Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

Every mountain and hill be made low. 

The uneven ground shall become level. 

The rough place shall be a plain. 

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed  

and all people shall see it together, 

For the mouth of the Holy One has spoken.  

A voice says, “Cry out!” 

I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All people are grass. 

Their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, 

The flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows upon it, 

But the word of our God will stand forever. 

Have you not known? 

Have you not heard? 



The Holy One is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

God does not faint or grow weary. 

God’s understanding is unsearchable. 

God gives power to the faint and strengthens the powerless. 

Even youths will faint and be weary. 

The young will fall exhausted, 

But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength. 

They shall mount up with wings like eagles. 

They shall run and not be weary. 

They shall walk and not faint. 

Family Remembrances 

Elisabeth Cleveland 

Andrew Cleveland 

Contemporary Reading     “The Peace of Wild Things” by Wendell Berry 

When despair for the world grows in me 

and I wake in the night at the least sound 

in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be, 

I go and lie down where the wood drake 

rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 

I come into the peace of wild things 

who do not tax their lives with forethought 

of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 

And I feel above me the day-blind stars 

waiting with their light. For a time 

I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 

Anthem     “The Peace of Wild Things” music by Jake Runestad 

Gospel Reading:     John 14:1-3     Rev. Bob Stevens 

Homily 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Anthem      “Let Us Cross Over the River” by Robin & Linda Williams 

Commendation 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father/Mother God, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*Hymn      “Come O Fount of Every Blessing”      #459 

*Benediction  

 

Ushers: Tim Peters and Guy Hubert 

Hospitality: Cathy Ameel and Kurtz Catering 



GERALD L. CLEVELAND 

 

Jerry was born in Duluth September 16, 1938, to Leslie and Gertrude Cleveland, and died May 

17, 2022, in Duluth. He graduated from Duluth Central High School, Class of 1956, received 

his Bachelor’s Degree in 1961 and his Master’s Degree in English and History in 1971, both 

from UMD. 

 

His first teaching positions were in Ontonagon, MI, Elk River, MN, and the Peace Corps. He 

returned to Duluth in 1969 and retired from Duluth Public Schools in 1998. Jerry was a 

dedicated teacher and thoroughly enjoyed interacting with his students.  

 

He was active in both the Duluth and Minnesota Federation of Teachers, the Duluth AFL-CIO 

Central Labor Body, Minnesota Council for the Social Studies, and local and state DFL politics. 

He also volunteered with the Boy Scouts. 

 

In retirement he was a member of Duluth Community Action and was part of dismantling racism 

training and groups. Jerry was an active member of University for Seniors, both as a student 

and teacher. He was a very involved member of Peace United Church of Christ, serving on 

boards and committees, but he especially enjoyed the men’s retreats and singing in the choir. 

“It’s always been important to me to sing meaningful songs together.” 

 

Jerry loved the outdoors – camping, canoeing, hiking, cross-country skiing. He especially 

enjoyed introducing his kids to these activities. And when he married Marge, he introduced her 

to them, too! 

 

In retirement Jerry and Marge took many road trips from the Florida coasts, to Prince Edward 

Island, Glacier Park, Oregon and Washington coasts, and points in between. They were also 

regulars at the Empty Nesters Camp in Upper Michigan sponsored by Intervarsity Christian 

Fellowship. Each year he looked forward to renewing friendships, being part of stimulating 

Bible study, and singing his favorite hymns. 

 

Jerry often spoke of heaven as being a group family experience that included friendships, 

music, in-depth discussions of theology and current topics, and spiritual sharing.  

 

Jerry was preceded in death by his brother, Robert. He is survived by his brother, Tom; his 

spouse, Marjorie Anderson; daughter, Elisabeth Cleveland (Evan Owens); son, Andrew 

(Susan) Cleveland; step-daughters Laurie (Wayne) Murphy, Melanie Anderson (Ken 

McEwen); grandchildren Eva and Grant Owens, Gregory and Zachary Cleveland, Caitlin (Ian) 

Gallo; and Margaret Cleveland, mother of his children; and cousins, nieces, and nephews.  

 

This Raymond Carver quote, “Last Fragment,” says it all: 

 

And did you get what 
You wanted from this life, even so? 

I did. 
And what did you want? 

To call myself beloved, to feel myself 
Beloved on the earth. 

 
Memorials are preferred to Peace United Church of Christ, CHUM, or Life House. 


