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Peace United Church of Christ 

May 22, 2022  ⁂  10:30 am 

Confirmation Sunday 

New Member Sunday 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter: 

A Season of Resurrection and Reconciliation 

Fourth Sunday in Asian-American Heritage Month 

Liturgists 

The People of Peace Church 

Jim Pospisil, Music Director 

Nathan Holst, Faith Formation Minister 

Rev. Charlotte Frantz, Interim Pastoral Associate 

Rev. James Mitulski, Interim Pastor 

 

Prelude 

Announcements and Welcome 

Ringing of our Peace Bells 

*Call to Worship   

Faith is a journey. God gives us five things for the journey:  

Bread and cup,  

water and Word,  

and each other. 

Along the way we share stories, 

encourage each other, 

listen to each other. 

Serve and love one other.  

Together we discover the risen One who walks with us. 

Together we walk on Holy Ground.  

Opening Hymn     “These Footsteps” by Steve Horner         (#15 P&W Songbook) 

Follow in these footsteps 

Cast your burden down 

Breathe like it's your last breath 

Pray without a sound 

Offer up your best gift 

Pass it all around. 

Follow in these footsteps 

Walk on holy ground 

 

Jump into the river 

Feel the current's pull 

Let it overtake you 

Let it make you full 

When you reach the ocean 

Big and wild and blue 

Listen to the waves speak 

Love is calling you 
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You are called my daughter 

You are called my son 

Come up through the water 

Know that we are one 

Offer up your best gift 

Pass it all around 

Follow in these footsteps 

Walk on holy ground 

Scripture Reading    Luke 24:13-35      read by River Fena 

That same day, two of the disciples were making their way to a village called Emmaus—which was 

about seven miles from Jerusalem—discussing all that had happened as they went. 

While they were discussing these things, Jesus approached and began to walk along with them, 

though they were kept from recognizing Jesus, who asked them, “What are you two discussing as 

you go your way?” 

They stopped and looked sad. One of them, Cleopas by name, asked him, “Are you the only one 

visiting Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things that have happened these past few days?” Jesus 

said to them, “What things?” 

They said, “About Jesus of Nazareth, a prophet powerful in word and deed in the eyes of God and 

all the people—how our chief priests and leaders delivered him up to be condemned to death and 

crucified him. 

We were hoping that he was the One who would set Israel free. Besides all this, today—the third 

day since these things happened—some women of our group have just brought us some 

astonishing news. They were at the tomb before dawn and didn’t find the body; they returned and 

informed us that they had seen a vision of angels, who declared that Jesus was alive. Some of our 

number went to the tomb and found it to be just as the women said, but they didn’t find Jesus.” 

Then Jesus said to them, “What little sense you have! How slow you are to believe all that the 

prophets have announced! Didn’t the Messiah have to undergo all this to enter into glory?” Then 

beginning with Moses and all the prophets, Jesus interpreted for them every passage of scripture 

which referred to the Messiah. By now they were near the village they were going to, and Jesus 

appeared to be going further. But they said easterly, “Stay with us. It’s nearly evening—the day is 

practically over.” So the savior went in and stayed with them.  

After sitting down with them to eat, Jesus took bread, said the blessing, then broke the bread and 

began to distribute it to them. With that their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus, who 

immediately vanished from their sight. 

They said to one another, “Weren’t our hearts burning inside us as this one talked to us on the 

road and explained the scriptures to us?” They got up immediately and returned to Jerusalem, 

where they found the Eleven and the rest of the company assembled. They were greeted with, 

“Christ has risen! It’s true! Jesus has appeared to Simon!” Then the travelers recounted what had 

happened on the road, and how they had come to know Jesus in the breaking of the bread. 

Contemporary Reading    “Manna and Mercy” p. 76-77  read by Lydia Kraker  (see pages 5-6) 

Reflections on Confirmation and Church        Rev. Sara Olson Dean 

Song:     “Travelers and Sojourners”   

The choir will sing this first, please join as it is repeated several times. 

We are trav’lers with the Divine.  Sojourners with our neighbor. 

On our way from death to life, on our way from fear to faith  

On our way from hate to embrace.  
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Story for All Ages with River Fena, Gus Olson, Kellen O’Connell  

Special Music      Prelude from Suite #1 by J.S. Bach      Lydia Kraker, cello 

Reflections by the Confirmands 

River Fena, Gus Olson, Kellen O’Connell, Mary Boyle, Joran Mittlefehldt, Lydia Kraker 

Hymn      “Travelers and Sojourners” 

The Rite of Confirmation 

Introduction 

We all are received into the church through the sacrament of baptism. These youth have been 

nurtured and supported through this community. Through prayer and study, they have been led 

by the Spirit to affirm their baptism and join our congregation’s journey of faith. 

Questions of the Confirmands  

Do you desire to affirm your baptism in the faith and family of Jesus of Christ? I do. 

Do you renounce the powers of evil and desire the freedom of new life in Christ? I do. 

Do you profess Jesus Christ as the Way, your Leader and Savior? I do. 

Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be Christ’s disciple, to follow in the way of Christ, to 

resist oppression and evil, to show love and justice, and to witness to the work and word of Jesus 

Christ as best you are able? I promise, with the help of God. 

Laying on of Hands  

Blessing Song     “Long Time Sun”       (#10 P&W Songbook) 

May the long time sun 

Shine upon you, 

All love surround you, 

And the pure light within you 

Guide your way on. 

Receiving New Families in Membership:  

Stephen & Lori Dando; Ellen & Laura (Owen) Hamel; Ariuna (Vova) Abasheeva; 

Diana & Jake (Bridger & Zee) Oestreich 

Introduction by Pastor Jim Mitulski 

Questions of the New Members: 

Do you desire to unite with this congregation, and will you join them in professing Jesus as the 

Way, your Leader, and Savior?  I do. 

Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be Christ’s disciple, to follow in the way of Christ, to 

resist oppression and evil, to show love and justice, and to witness to the work and word of Jesus 

Christ as best you are able? I promise, with the help of God. 

Covenantal Questions for the Confirmands and New Families and Congregation: 

To confirmands and new families: Will you seek to live as a beloved child of God, faithful disciple 

of Jesus, and trustworthy member of the Church?  Will you uphold this congregation by your 

prayers, your presence, your labor, your gifts, your concern, loyalty and love?  If so, answer I do.  

To congregation:  Will you receive these confirmands and new families as full members of Peace 

United Church of Christ?  Will you care for them, support them, pray for them, receive their gifts, 

and are you willing to be changed by their presence?  If so, answer We do. 
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*Peace United Church of Christ Vision Statement  

Join us in saying our congregation’s vision statement: 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith, 

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including 

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture, 

gender, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. 

Community Prayers, Lord’s Prayer, and Choral Amen 

Offering  

Offertory     “Beautiful Savior”          Gudrun Witrak, soloist 

United Church of Christ Statement of Faith (in the form of a doxology) 

We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, 

God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, 

And to your deeds we testify; 

You call the worlds into being, 

Create persons in your own image, 

And set before each one the ways of life and death. 

You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. 

You judge people and nations by your righteous will declared through prophets and 

apostles. 

In Jesus Christ, the person of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior, 

You have come to us and shared our common lot, 

Conquering sin and death 

And reconciling the world to yourself. 

You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, 

Creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ, 

Binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues and races. 

You call us into your church 

To accept the cost and joy of discipleship, 

To be your servants in the service of others, 

To proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of evil, 

To share in Christ’s baptism and eat at the table, 

To join Christ in passion and victory. 

You promise to all who trust you 

Forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, 

Courage in the struggle for justice and peace, 

Your presence in trial and rejoicing, 

And eternal life in your realm which has no end. 

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you.  Amen. 

*Closing Hymn     “This Little Light of Mine” 

*Benediction 

*Postlude 
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From “Manna and Mercy” by Daniel Eerlander 
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