DECEMBER 2021

ADVENT and CHRISTMAS at PEACE CHURCH
Children’s Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 19, 10:30am
“Matt and Lucy’s Version Births”
This year’s pageant is a playful way to explore the
different versions of the story of the birth of Jesus.
There will be some traditional and some new music
as a part of the program, which will include our young
ones of all ages. Come join us for a morning of faith,
fun, and deeper understanding of our gospels.

Advent Worship Services
Sunday, December 5, 12, 19 at 8:30am
In the sanctuary
During Advent, Peace will offer an 8:30am service
each Sunday morning with a liturgy of hymns,
prayers, sermon and Holy Communion. The 8:30
service has traditionally been a quiet, meditative and
intimate worship service. Please join us!

Winter Solstice Celebration

Christmas Cantata

December 21, 6:00pm in the Fireside Rm

Sunday, December 12 at 10:30am

The light of the Sun begins a new solar cycle at
Winter Solstice and we experience the longest period
of dark in the year. But light will triumph and in
midwinter we begin the slow build toward brighter
days.

Please join us for worship service in the sanctuary
or via livestream for our annual Christmas Cantata.
We will enjoy music by the choir and the orchestra
along with readings and congregational singing.
Hope to see you for this beloved holiday event.

Prayers Around The Cradle
Wednesdays in December
7:00pm in the sanctuary
This meditative worship includes quiet singing,
silence, prayer and the lighting of candles—time for
reflection and prayer as we journey toward Christmas
(December 1, 8, 15 and 22). Gudrun Witrak will help
to lead this time of prayer. The liturgy lasts about 20
minutes, based on each participant’s need for silence
and prayer.

Advent Devotional Prayer Group
Thursdays in December
6:00pm via Zoom
Join Pastor Jim Thursdays in December
(December 2, 9, 16, and 23) for a prayer and
discussion based on our Advent devotional, Traveling
With Our Ancestors. Please check your weekly email
for the Zoom link.

Join us to mark this long night and celebrate the
returning of the light. We will begin at 6:00pm in the
sanctuary, asking participants to share what dark and
light means to them with words, songs or poetry.
Following we will meet outside (weather permitting)
to gather around the fire and then return inside to
watch our traditional Northern Exposure Northern
Lights. Please note that with Covid restrictions we will
be unable to provide a meal or indulge in our
chocolate feast but we will provide the makings of
smores to be created and eaten around the fire. We
hope you can join us for all or part of the evening.

Christmas Eve Worship
Friday, December 24
4:00 and 10:00pm in the sanctuary
4pm: This service will be a candlelight service
with a drama performed by our youth followed by a
carol sing. Fun for the kids!
10pm: This service will include candlelight,
communion, carols and a brass ensemble along with
festive music by the choir. Additionally we will enjoy a
Christmas proclamation by Gary Boelhower and a
meditation by Pastor Jim. See you there!

From Interim Pastor Jim Mitulski
The work of winter starts fermenting in my head
how with the hands of a lover or a midwife
to hold back till the time is right
force nothing, be unforced
accept no giant miracles of growth
by counterfeit light
trust roots, allow the days to shrink
give credence to these slender means
wait without sadness and with grave impatience
here in the north where winter has a meaning

Keats is settling in nicely.

Pastor Jim in the snow.

where the heaped colors suddenly go ashen
where nothing is promised....
(by Adrienne Rich, an excerpt from “The Spirit of Place” in the collection A Wild Patience Has Taken Me This
Far)
O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your Child Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully
receive this gift of love as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold Christ when he comes to be our
Liberator who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (adapted from the
“Collect for Christmas Day” from the Book of Common Prayer)
Dear Friends—
Even during all the years I lived in California and Texas I have loved this poem by the late great lesbian
feminist poet Adrienne Rich. Now that I am again living "here in the North, where winter has a meaning," it has
taken on new dimensions. I knew the author personally, and she once preached at one of the churches I served
in a joint service with the nearby synagogue about what it felt like to live in the world with one Jewish and one
Christian parent, “split at the root" as she liked to say. It has always struck me as the perfect devotional poem for
Advent, where the readings, prayers, and hymns invite us into a time of waiting. Waiting for what, for whom? For
the return of One whose coming is both certain and who has yet already arrived. Somehow, waiting for more
than for the birth of a baby over 2000 years ago, as key as that is to our storytelling. We are waiting for change,
renewal, and with a hope that can help us acknowledge our present reality (Covid, disappointment or hurt over
the past difficult year at church, things in our personal lives) and live into something new and unprecedented.
We wait not passively but "with grave impatience” for what's next, knowing it will take as long as it takes, and
perhaps more than four weeks. Waiting is more interesting—a more creative process—when we do it in a
community,. If you have been away, this is a good time to return home, in person as Covid allows and you feel
comfortable, or online. Healing won't be accomplished fully during Advent and Christmas, but it will begin.
Come, pray, sing, and light candles in the darkness with us, and let your waiting be active and participatory, and
in its own time, joyful. Hope to see you!
~Pastor Jim
Here are links to Pastor Jim's introduction to the Congregation and his two presentations on intentional
interim ministry (add links to the recordings on youtube):

World AIDS Day is December 1st. Pray for the 35 million lost worldwide and the 35 million still living with this
disease, especially those living without access to healthcare, globally and even in the
United States. Duluth had a spike in 2021.
Here's a link to a profile about Pastor Jim's work in San Francisco during the AIDS
years, published in The Revealer earlier this year:
https://therevealer.org/aids-and-the-blessings-of-staying-the-ministry-of-reverend-jimmitulski/
Here is an innovative online exhibit from the American Sounds Project using
soundscapes and photos about the church he served then, which was called at the
time "The Church with AIDS.”
World AIDS Day 1994.
http://arspgallery.com/mccsf-exhibit-main/
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Sundays in December
We continue to have worship on Sunday mornings, at 8:30am and 10:30am (every Sunday). Our 8:30
service will be an Advent service (see page 1 for more info). At our 10:30 service, we usually share communion
the first Sunday of the month. Masks must be worn indoors. Service will continue to be livestreamed via our
website (www.peaceucc.org) on most Sundays. Updated information can be found on our website
(peaceucc.org) and in the weekly email. We look forward to seeing you at church!

Adult Forums

Sunday, December 5: Second Sunday of
Advent—Peace!

Sundays at 9:30am

8:30am: Please join us for Advent worship in the
sanctuary.

In the Fellowship Hall
Sunday, December 5: An Advent Conversation
about Hope and Joy: Learning with the Dali Lama
and Desmund Tutu—Come join us in person for a
Peace conversation about hope and joy. We are
grateful to Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light for
making the film "Joy and Happiness" (a documentary
about the friendship of the Dali Lama and Desmund
Tutu) available to us, and we encourage you to watch
the film in advance. You can either watch it on your
own (register for the film here: https://
interfaithpowerandlight.salsalabs.org/missionjoy/
index.html) or join us for a screening on Thursday,
Dec. 2nd at 7:00pm in the Peace Sanctuary. On
Dec. 5 we'll watch a short clip of highlights
and Gudrun Witrak will facilitate a conversation in
response. We look forward to seeing you there!

10:30am: Please join us for worship in the sanctuary.
Special music by Ron Deters and Ian Connell.

Sunday, December 12: Third Sunday of
Advent—Joy! Christmas Cantata in Worship
8:30am: Please join us for Advent worship in the
sanctuary.
10:30am: Please join us for worship in the sanctuary
or via livestream.

Sunday, December 19: Fourth Sunday of
Advent—Love! Children’s Pageant
8:30am: Please join us for Advent worship in the
sanctuary. Special music by the choir.

Sunday, December 12:
There’s Something About
Mary—Mary is a central
character in the Christmas story,
sometimes neglected by
Protestants, sometimes
worshiped by Catholics. Pastor
Jim will lead a presentation and
discussion on how Mary can
enhance our spiritual lives. If you
have a picture or rosary or icon
that you like, please bring it.
Bring your questions and
critiques. Skeptics welcome!

10:30am: Please join us for worship in the sanctuary
or via livestream.

Sunday, December 26: First Sunday After
Christmas
8:30am: Please join us for Taizé in the sanctuary.
10:30am: Please join us for worship in the sanctuary.
We will remember Christmas with a Kwanza
observance, led by Rev. Charlotte Frantz.

Christmas Fund Offering
Sunday, December 19

Sunday, December 19: Reflection On Our
Ancestors—In light of the Advent Devotional we are
using this year, Traveling with Our Ancestors, we will
reflect on our own ancestors who have impacted our
lives, those whose values, words and example have
left an imprint in the clay of us. Gary Boelhower will
tell stories of important people in his life and invite us
to share stories in triads with each other. We will
explore stories related to core values, stories of faith,
stories of teachable moments when mentors,
grandparents, aunts and uncles, teachers and others
have provided wisdom and direction for our lives.

This offering is used to supplement pensions for
low income clergy and lay church workers and
provide Christmas “Thank You” gift checks next
December to low-income retirees. Your gifts are
needed more than ever to help the growing number of
retirees whose low-income annuities make it difficult
to meet increasing living costs. This is your
opportunity to participate in God's promise of renewal
by enabling this ministry of compassion and care.

Taizé Service
Sunday, December 26, 8:30am
In the sanctuary

December Coffee Hour

This service is modeled after services held at the
Taizé Community in France. Taizé is a worship
experience wholly dedicated to prayer and to hearing
God’s word—using song, scripture, and silent
meditation. Please join us!

11:30am following worship service
Come join us for coffee hour after the 10:30
service. We will gather in the Fellowship Hall to
socialize (with masks) and as you leave you are
welcome to grab a coffee and a treat to go.
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Christmas Opportunities
Take a tag from the Giving Tree!

Coats For the Jail

Loaves and Fishes: The green tags on the

We are once again collecting coats for the county
jail. This is an ongoing need every Fall/Winter as
some folks are released from jail to find the season
has changed and they are
without a winter jacket. There
is a need for jackets/coats for
men or women that are size
large and above, especially
XL-4XL. Please make sure all
coats/jackets are clean and
nothing is left in the pockets.
Coats can be dropped off at
Peace Church Monday
through Thursday from 9-3 or
on Sunday mornings. Thanks
for helping keep this ministry
going. Any questions, contact Elise at
elise@peaceucc.org.

Giving Tree in the Narthex are for gifts for the
children coming to the Loaves and Fishes Christmas
party. Unwrapped gifts need to be returned to
Peace Church by Sunday, December 12.

Life House: Take a red

tag from the Giving Tree to
provide a gift card to the
youth at Life House. Bring
your gift cards to Peace
Church by Sunday,
December 12, with the tag
from the tree attached.

Hildegard House:

Yellow tags are for
Hildegard House. Please
have gift cards at Peace
Church by Sunday,
December 12.

Christmas Blues Gathering

Cookies For Grace Place

Sunday, December 19, 3:00-4:00pm
In the Fireside Room

This year we are providing 14 dozen cookies for
Grace Place (run by October Allen) for their
Christmas party! Please sign up by following the link
found in your weekly email update if you can provide
cookies. Please bring
cookies to the church by
Sunday, December 12.
Cookies must be packaged
to be placed in our freezer
downstairs. Please contact
Elise at elise@peaceucc.org
with questions.

Because Christmas can be a difficult time
for so many for a variety of reasons, we are
creating a space here at Peace for folks to
come and bring their full selves, and invite them to
express grief, loss, or other emotions that are often
not welcomed during the holidays. Come join us
on Sunday, December 19 from 3:00-4:00pm at
Peace in the fireside room for songs, ritual, and a
time of sharing and support (in person and
masked). If you have any questions, you can reach
out to Nathan Holst at nathan@peaceucc.org.

POINSETTIA ORDER

Please fill out and place in the offering plate or send to the office by Monday, December 20.

Poinsettias will decorate our sanctuary on Christmas Eve—feel free to take your poinsettia home after the service.

Name
I wish to order ______ poinsettias at a cost of $20.00 each,
___in memory of / ___in honor of the following person(s):

(Please make checks payable to Peace Church, with “poinsettia” in the memo)
A portion of your donations will go to the Gabriel Fund
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Covid-19 Building Policy Update
Updates To Our Covid-19 Policies
Due to the risks from the delta variant, the Covid Safety task force, with input from the pastor and staff, has
determined the following updated guidelines:
•
•
•
•
•
•




•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Masking is required at all times in the building in any public spaces. Masks are to be worn properly with
both nose and mouth covered. There is an exception for those speaking from the altar during services.
There is an expectation that all people over 18 engaging in in-person activities at Peace Church are
vaccinated.
Peace committee meetings can take place in person, by zoom or a combo. If a meeting takes place inperson at church, masking and social distancing are required. Members of the committee may bring in their
own beverages to drink, as long as they retain masks except for drinking.
Singing will be allowed in church since all are fully masked. Those attending services are asked to be aware
of social distancing and, if possible, avoid sitting directly behind someone in church.
Wednesday evening meals are still on hold at this time. This will allow for more space for Wednesday night
programming and reduced risk of transmission with indoor eating.
No food or drink service are allowed in the building. The exceptions are:
All food and drink at Peace functions, including coffee hour, can be served inside “to go” and should be
consumed outside the building or taken home. Food will be individually handed to people.
Staff may eat their lunch in the office.
The day care will continue to use their own guidelines for food and beverage inside their rented space.
Self-identified vaccinated groups would be given some preference. If those groups meet for a limited time in
a contained space and do not put any church staff or member at risk they may be given permission to have
food and beverage.
There can be socialization time inside after services fully masked.
Extra sanitation practices (such as disinfecting surfaces after each use) is no longer needed.
No overnight groups allowed in the building at this time.
There are no occupancy limits in the Fellowship Hall or other meeting rooms as long as air filtration devices
are used according to the space.
There is no occupancy limit in the Sanctuary or narthex but masking and social distancing are required.
Offering plates and pew pads can now be passed in worship.
Everyone should assess their own comfort level about church gatherings. Peace will make strong effort to
provide streaming or zoom technology for services and some meetings.

Peace Church News
Interpreting Services for Worship

Peace Prayer Chain

Interpreting Services will be provided on an asneeded basis. If you would like to request an
Interpreter for worship service, please contact the
office at 218-724-3637 or email Judy Hlina at
judyhlina@gmail.com.

We have a whole group of people who
would love to pray for you! Please call
the church office (724-3637) or Linda
Goese (218-341-0918) with your prayer
concerns.

~ Peace Church Interpreting Team

Calling all history buffs!

Peace Church Building Use

Next year, 2022, Peace Church will mark our
150th anniversary. We hope to celebrate throughout
the year and are looking for a team of folks
who might be interested in planning these
events. We will need help from all areas of
our congregation–history committee, food
and fellowship, worship and arts, justice–
there will be lots of fun to go around! If you
are interested, please let me know. I am at
mhystead@haileysault.com. Thanks so much.

This is a friendly reminder to all who would like to
use space at Peace Church: to schedule a meeting
at Peace, please email Elise Courtright, our
Administrative Coordinator, at
elise@peaceucc.org or call the office at
218-724-3637.
Reconciliation should be accompanied by justice,
otherwise it will not last. While we all hope for peace
it shouldn't be peace at any cost but peace based on
principle, on justice.

~Marsha Hystead

~Corazon Aquino
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Peace Church Groups
Choir

Thursday Morning Book Club

Wednesdays at 6:15pm in the sanctuary

There will be no regularly scheduled Thursday
Morning Book Group. Instead we are having a private
evening Christmas party. In January we will discuss
Louise Penny’s Still Life.

In person choir continues! Please join choir in the
sanctuary with masks on for choir practice. Choir will
also continue to meet on Zoom each Thursday at
4:30pm. See you there!

Therapeutic SomaYoga
Mondays from 9:00-10:15am
Fireside Room

Making Meaning Out Of Malignancy
Monday, December 20, 5:00-6:00pm

Therapeutic SomaYoga for healthy aging. Taught
by Robin Davidson, PT, RYT, yoga therapist in
training. This 75 minute class focuses on different
aspects of the body, mind, and spirit that will support
you in increased wellness as you age. It is very gentle
and offers modifications for all levels of participants.
Free will donations for the class (suggested $10) can
be made to the office. This is an in-person, ongoing
class on Mondays (with masks). You can also join us
through Zoom.

If you or a loved one have had cancer (in the past
or currently) and would like to connect with others,
you are invited to join our Making Meaning out of
Malignancy virtual group. The group meets every
other month on the fourth Monday. Please check your
weekly email update for the Zoom link.

Women’s Brown Bag
Wednesday, December 1
1:00pm in the Fireside Room
Bring your mask (but not your lunch)!

Monday Book Group
Monday, December 6, 6:30pm via Zoom
For the month of December, the Monday Book
Group will meet once, on December 6 at 6:30pm
(NOTE THE CHANGE IN TIME).

Unfortunately we are still in Covid time, so we
can’t eat a holiday luncheon
together. Nevertheless, we will gather
at 1:00pm, December 1, in the Fireside
Room. We’ll enjoy each other’s
company, maybe do some reminiscing,
and spend time getting to know Pastor
Jim Mitulski. Charlotte has found it
easier to meet in the earlier part of the month than at
the end of the month. Invite a friend from Peace—
maybe someone you haven’t seen in a while— to be
with us.

For this gathering, you are invited to bring an
Advent/Christmas poem, short reading, or memory to
share with the group. We welcome all to this
gathering! Let’s unite our hearts in hope and joy! If
you have any questions or would like to be included,
please email pcragun@d.umn.edu for the zoom link.

Men’s Breakfast
Join us once again for breakfast and conversation!
We meet every other Thursday at 8:00am at The New
London Cafe on East Superior Street. Our next
breakfast gatherings are Thursday, December 2, 16,
and 30. Newcomers are invited to join us.

We honored the victims of
violence on Transgender
Day of Remembrance
with a memorial in the old
narthex and Sean Hayes
from TransPlus as our
guest speaker in worship
on November 21.
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Wednesday Activities
Virtual Bible Study

Wednesday Activity Schedule

Wednesday Evenings at 5pm

5-6pm: Bible Study via Zoom
6-7:00pm: Middle School (6-8th grades) Youth Group
in the Fellowship Hall
6:15pm: Adult Choir in the Sanctuary
7-8:15pm: Confirmation in the Fellowship Hall (first
and third Wednesdays of each month)

We read the Gospel lesson for the upcoming
Sunday several times. Each time we read we are
listening for the still, small voice of God that will speak
to us. We learn so much from what is touching other
people’s hearts as they hear the Gospel too. No prior
biblical knowledge needed! We close with prayer.
Please email the office for the Zoom link or look in
your weekly email update.

Youth Group (Grades 6-8)
Wednesdays at 6:00pm
Youth Group is every Wednesday from
6:00-7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. See Nathan’s
page for more details!

Centering Prayer
Centering Prayer is on break. New
plans will be announced as soon as
they are finalized. If you have
questions or would like resources,
contact Jackie Falk at
jhfalk@charter.net.

Confirmation (Grades 10-11)
Wednesday, December 1 & 15
7:15-8:15pm in the Fellowship Hall
The Second Year Confirmation Class meets with
Nathan on the first and third Wednesdays of each
month from 7:15–8:15pm.

Regularly Scheduled Team & Committee
Meetings
(Please watch emails for updates on meeting times and
formats)

Stewardship Team:
Thursday, Dec 2
5:30pm Zoom
Adult Ed Team:
Wednesday, Dec 1
1:30pm Zoom
Dismantling Racism
Team:
Thursday, Dec 16
3:30pm Zoom
Children’s Ministry
Team:
Thursday, Dec 2
6:00pm
Worship & Arts
Committee:
Wednesday, Dec 8
11:30am Sanctuary
History Team:
TBD

Finance Team:
Wednesday, Dec 8
5:00pm via Zoom
Property Team:
Wednesday, Dec 8
6pm Fellowship Hall
Food & Fellowship Team:
check email for details
Acting for Justice Hub:
Sunday, Dec 19
2pm via Zoom
Climate Justice Team:
TBD
Health and Wellness
Team:
TBD

Many thanks to Kelli Hallsten Erickson, Jessica
Olson and others for a wonderful jazz assemble
on Sunday, December 21 in worship.

Shared Ministry Team:
Wednesday, Dec 8
4:00pm via Zoom

The PEACE BELL
is a monthly publication of
Peace United Church of Christ
Duluth, Minnesota

EDITORIAL TEAM
Elise Courtright &
Nancy Nelson
Photographer: John Ameel
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PEACE BELL ARTICLES
are due Monday, December 20
Send to elise@peaceucc.org

Nathan’s Column/Youth
“Ring the bells that still can ring
Forget your perfect offering
There is a crack in everything
That’s how the light gets in.”
~Leonard Cohen

December Youth Group
We have been having a great time with youth group (6-8
grade) meeting in person every week in the fellowship hall
from 6:00-7:00pm. We play gaga ball, hang out, and share
joys and concerns with each other. In December, we’ll dive
into advent together exploring different advent themes.
Come join us—youth group is the place where we cultivate
community and a sense of belonging.

With a 6 month old and a 3 year old child at
home now, and especially with the beginning of
Advent—when family traditions of candle
lighting and calendar opening come back every year—I’ve been increasingly thinking about what it means to
follow in the way of Jesus as a parent who is part of the Peace Church community. The questions that have
filled my head recently are things like, “what songs do I want to teach our son—songs that nurture his sense of
the sacred? What regular family practices will help him live a life of love in community? How will we talk about
God and spirituality, and what language will we use?”
Knowing that my partner Sarah and I are the primary people who interpret Christianity (intentionally or not)
to our sons in our daily lives, I’ve been contemplating what we might offer to nurture them as their spirits grow.
Of course I’ve been reading lots of children’s books to our boys, and I’ve continued to create songs that go
along with them to sing at bedtime or early in the morning. It’s been a meaningful part of my faith journey that I
get to share with them. I’m also grateful for websites like picturebooktheology.com (check it out!), which offers
a huge amount of great secular book suggestions and ways to enter into conversations with kids about the
values and language of Christianity.
This year Sarah and I have been in conversation about the advent toolkit that the MN UCC Conference has
put out and are planning to adapt some of practices for daily (if we’re optimistic) or weekly (if we’re realistic)
use. There’s a lot of good stuff to try out in the toolkits (parents keep an eye out for the link in an email soon!),
but with such young ones, we’re going to keep it pretty simple. We’re planning to light our candles on the
advent wreath (made from local greens here at Peace) and simply share the words, “We wait in hope. We are
people of Hope.” That’s it. We might get lucky and be able to sing a song together if we can hold attention for
that long, but mainly I want my children to experience the lights down low, candles lit, and to say together that
we are people of hope, peace, joy, and love. I want them to know they are a part of a larger beloved
community that is waiting for hope together.
This Advent, as we wait once again for love to break into the world, my invitation to you is to reflect on a
faith practice or family tradition (they might be the same as what our family is doing or they might look different)
and be intentional about being present for it, seeing how it connects you to the way of Jesus, the way of love.
May each of us find that love this Advent season, one practice at a time.
~Nathan Holst

Council Corner
Council Q&A
Please send the Council your questions and comments. One
congregation member wrote: "It appears that the council has
humbly learned from others’/their own past mistakes and is
doing an excellent job of getting our beloved church back
on track, back on steady ground, back where it should be
during transition." She asked about whether Pastor Jim is
communicating well with the staff. The answer is a resounding
YES.

Council Minutes
The council minutes for the October
Council meeting can be found on our
website at peaceucc.org in the News and
Events section on the homepage. We will
continue to be post them each month after
council has approved them.

Another congregation member was concerned about COVID
and singing. We have done some research and found that
singing with masks is as safe as talking with masks. But
everyone needs to be comfortable with their own participation in
the service. As the holidays approach, the COVID task force is
monitoring CDC and state health department guidelines and will
make changes, if necessary, to meetings and worship services.
~Joan Peterson, Vice Moderator
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Children’s Ministry/Misc.
Kids’ Club
Thursday, December 9
5:00-6:00pm Fellowship Hall
Please join Nathan in the Fellowship Hall for an
opportunity to have kids connect and have fun
together. Kids in Kindergarten through fifth grade are
welcome. Looking forward to seeing the kids!

Intergenerational Advent at Peace
December 5 & 12, 9:30am
in the Fellowship Hall
This Advent at Peace, we're inviting all our
kids (pre-K to 5th grade) and parents to join us in
the Fellowship Hall for in-person Sunday School
on December 5 and 12 (the pageant is on the
19). We would love to have both kids and
parents so that families can join together in some of
the faith practices of lighting candles and sharing
together. We'll have our usual scripture, children's
story, and art, but add in the intentional
intergenerational piece of the gathering. In addition to
these gatherings, you're invited to look at the UCC
Conference's advent faith toolkit with lots of options for
at home practices. Here's the link: https://
www.uccmn.org/portfolio-item/advent-family-toolkitweek-one/.

Peace Library
New Adult Books:
Masters of Time by Samantha Lafantasie, Alesha
Escobar, Timothy C Ward, H. M. Jones,
Devorah Fox and Alice Marks
The Room Where It Happened: A White House
Memoir by John Bolton
The Samurai’s Garden A Novel by Gail Tsukiyama
My Ambition to Survive! by Brad A. Dearth
New Children's Books:
The Berenstain Bears and Too Much Junk Food by
Stan and Jan Berenstain
Bear Wants More by Karma Wilson
Akiko on the Planet Smoo by Mark Crilley
Best Counting Book Ever by Richard Scarry
Our monthly in-person Sunday School was held
on Sunday, November 21. Kids made leaves
and shared blessings for the gratitude tree.
Thanks to Nathan Holst, Pat Nelson, Katey
Fornear and Elaine Schmid for coordinating this
event and other children’s activities.
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Council Corner Continued
Church Coordinating Council
will meet Monday, December 20
at 6:00pm in the Fireside Room.

The Coordinating Council met November 16, 2021, in the Fireside
Room and on Zoom. Historically the November and December
meetings are filled with planning and preparation for the Advent season
and the new year. This month’s meeting was no exception. Here are
things worth noting from our council meeting.

The Treasurer's Report included a continued net income of $26,974 through October 31, 2021. The Council
will meet to develop the 2022 Budget. The completed budget will be presented to the Congregational meeting in
January 2022. The Finance Committee is in the process of revising guidelines for the Designated Funds that are
held for specific purposes separate from our general operating funds. The initial ingathering of stewardship
pledges on Sunday, November 14 totaled 84 pledges and $208,500. That is a good start! If you have not
brought or mailed your 2022 pledge, please consider doing so as soon as you can.
The Human Resources Committee is planning for staffing needs in the new year. They have also developed
the HR budget for 2022.
The Christian Education Committee working with Nathan Holst continues to adapt Sunday School and Youth
ministry activities to provide ongoing opportunities for Peace Church kids even with COVID limitations. Also,
Children’s Ministry along with the Adult Ed team is evaluating and planning for 2022 and beyond.
The Spiritual Life committee is busy planning for Advent activities and worship experience. The Food and
Fellowship Team in conjunction with the Stewardship Campaign committee celebrated the pledge drive with “a
Peace of the Pie” [to go]. If you enjoyed the pie on November 14, please thank the members of those
committees.
Acting for Justice Hub has submitted their Christian Service budget requests to the Finance Committee. The
Immigrant Welcoming team is working to create a Circle of Support group to possibly assist Afghan women
refugees.
Minister’s Reports—as the whole church’s activity level increases moving toward Advent and the new year,
the workload for our ministers and staff increases as well.
Pastor Jim marked his first month with us. He has attended as many committee or team meetings as
humanly possible. He is adjusting well, I think, to Duluth’s weather and time zone. I encourage everyone who
has not met Rev. Jim to introduce yourself to him after worship in the very near future.
Nathan Holst, Faith Formation Minister, along with the CE Committee and several dedicated lay volunteers,
have been adapting children and youth activities to provide continued spiritual opportunities for all age groups, in
spite of COVID limitations.
Charlotte Frantz, Bridge Minister, has assisted Pastor Jim, Nathan and staff in the day-to-day work of Peace
Church. Her help has been invaluable by providing continuity. She will continue in this work through the end of
this year.
COVID Task Force—It is usual for Peace Church to form Task Forces to complete a short-term specific
assignment, to report their results to the Council or congregation, and to then be done. Although I wasn’t a part
of the original COVID TF, I imagine that the people who volunteered thought that they would be done with the
COVID assignment by now. As we enter the second year of life in the time of pandemic, the COVID TF is
meeting about twice a month and working in between meetings through email to stay on top of the rapidly
changing situation in our region and city. They continue to monitor COVID data and modify Peace Church’s
guidelines for safety within the building. I encourage everyone to review the task force’s guidelines on the
church website or to pick up a written copy when you are next at the church.
Each month, as I write this, I am awed by how many dedicated members work, with the support of our great
staff, to keep our church moving forward through a time of transition, evaluating our present, visioning our future
and working to make vision reality, all while coping
with a pandemic that has altered every aspect of our
Find us on Social Media!
lives. People of Peace, I want you all to know that you
You may already follow us on Facebook but did
are a truly inspiring congregation.
you know we now have Peace Church Instagram and
Hope to see you in church.
Twitter accounts? Here is how you can
find us on social media:
~Tom Hystead, Moderator

Facebook: @peace.church.duluth
Instagram: @peaceduluth
Twitter: @PeaceDuluth
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Gratitude Moments

Gratitude Moment—Gary Boelhower
Thank you Peace Church (that’s all of you) for creating an accepting, welcoming, safe community for
LGBTQ+ folks. When I was dating Gary Anderson he brought me to Peace Church. I remember that Sunday
well. Sitting a couple of pews ahead of us was a same-sex couple and I saw them lean into each other and hold
hands. When it came time for sharing the peace, Gary and I kissed each other on the lips, in public in a church,
without discomfort or anxiety. To understand what that really felt like you have to know that I grew up in a
tradition that told me that my way of loving was immoral, sinful and unnatural. Although I didn’t believe that
teaching, I also didn’t have any role models of same-sex couples or any experience of a church that was open
and affirming. So I was married, in a faithful heterosexual marriage for 23 years which blessed us with 3
amazing kids. Only after a friendly divorce was I able to embrace my own authentic way of being in the world.
So, thank you for seeing me and accepting me as a gay man AND also seeing me and accepting me as a poet
and writer and as a theologian who focuses on the diversity and beauty of the world’s spiritual traditions. It is a
tremendous gift to be able to share poetry with you because it comes from my heart. It is a gift to be able to
reflect with you in sermons because it challenges me to explore my own purpose and ministry. And most
importantly I want to thank you for being a community of seekers of justice. My commitment to social justice is
nurtured and challenged here by powerful examples of fellow travelers who are doing the critical work of
dismantling racism, standing up to gun violence, opening our arms to refugees and asylum seekers, and
changing the way we live on this planet so it is inhabitable by our great grandkids and future generations. The
deepest joys and satisfactions of my life have come from service—being a servant and also accepting the
service of others. As we sang at our wedding, “Won’t you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you,
Pray that I may have the grace to, Let you be my servant to…” So let’s keep doing this important work together.

Gratitude Moment—Marsha Hystead

This is Reformation Sunday. And this is the story of my personal reformation. I grew up Catholic and went to
Catholic Schools until my sophomore year of high school. In college, I became very involved in the campus
Newman Center and went to Mass every Sunday. The priests on campus welcomed everyone to worship there,
no matter which religious affiliation you grew up in. Every Sunday all attendees were invited to share
communion.
When I graduated and moved to New Ulm, Minnesota, the Catholic church there was a very different
experience. It was a very, very conservative Catholic church that barely welcomed their own members. I stopped
attending church at all.
When I met Tom, we were married in his church in New Ulm, the United Church of Christ. This was my
introduction to the UCC. We joined Peace Church when we moved to Duluth and I’ve never looked back. I found
a place that welcomed everyone, no matter who you were or what path you were walking in life. We were able to
raise our two children in this welcoming atmosphere and for that I am very grateful.
A beautiful example of this welcoming spirit was when my youngest brother came out to our family over
twenty years ago. Our son, Peter, was about 13 years old. He asked why his grandma was crying. I told him it
was because his uncle Steve had just told us he was gay. Then Peter said, “But why is Grandma crying?”
That’s what Peace Church means to me. I am most grateful for the radical acceptance of this place.
So grateful.

Gratitude Moment—Tom Hystead
Marsha and I were married in the New Ulm (MN) United Church of Christ. The minister who married us, Rev.
Gary Kasten, had been a seminary classmate of Pastor Greg Flint. Shortly after our wedding we packed our stuff
in a U-haul truck and moved to Duluth. Pastor Gary suggested to us that of the three UCC churches in Duluth
that we would likely choose Peace, and he was right.
Our families are scattered throughout Minnesota, South Dakota, Nevada, Hawaii, Illinois and Missouri. We
don’t get to see them as often as we (especially Marsha) would like. So, like it or not folks, you are our extended
family. For forty-one (41) years we have called Peace UCC our church home. We have laughed + cried, argued
+ reconciled, mourned + celebrated with all of you. We have marked countless milestones with one another in
our individual and collective lives. As a community, as a family.
It is hard to put a value on our membership in this community. All that we have experienced together,
worship, weddings, confirmation, Christmas pageants, youth mission trips, family camps and on and on…
How can you put a price on all of that?
Well, you can’t exactly, ON THE OTHER HAD, we are here in the midst of our stewardship season. It is a
time to take stock of what each of us values here at Peace. So between now and Stewardship Sunday,
November 14th, we invite you to pause and reflect on your connections to Peace, What brought you here? What
keeps you here? What makes you want to support it?
I have long been astounded by this congregation’s generous spirit. You have all given your time, talent,
energy and financial support. Without all that there would be no Peace Church. I am grateful for your unstinting
generosity. Thank you.
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A Word For Justice
Immigrant Welcoming Team Reset

Vigil for Victims of Gun Violence

During Covid, most of Peace’s Immigrant Welcoming
ministry was carried out through Interfaith Committee for
Migrant Justice (ICMJ). Members of Peace responded to
emails and announcements related to welcoming asylum
seekers to Duluth, helping them feel at home here, and
providing food, clothing and friendship. The Sanctuary
Fund provided some assistance with transportation to
Duluth and made contributions to immigration related
expenses. (Disbursements from the Sanctuary Fund are
made in consultation and with approval of the Acting for
Justice Hub.)
With the number of Afghan evacuees coming to the
United States, our Immigrant Welcoming ministry has new
opportunities. It now seems possible for private citizens to
assist in resettlement regardless of distance from a
resettlement office. Five members of Peace have agreed
to explore this avenue: Gary Boelhower, Penny Cragun,
Terrie Shannon, Gayle Kelly and Mollie Stapleton
Clark. The five of them will rely on members and friends of
Peace to help with plans for resettlement, including leads
on housing, jobs, education, transportation, language and
social life. If you are interested in being on the email
distribution list for the Immigrant Welcoming Team, please
let Nancy Nelson (Nancy@peaceucc.org) and Charlotte
Frantz (charlotte@peaceucc.org) know. The five person
steering committee will provide information and updates as
well as call upon the Immigrant Welcoming Team for
assistance.

Tuesday, December 14, 11:30am-1:00pm
Peace United Church of Christ
Nine years ago on December 14, 20 first
graders and 6 educators were massacred in a
school shooting that shocked the country. This
year on December 14 Peace United Church of
Christ will host a COVID-safe vigil to remember
all victims of gun violence.
Protect Minnesota, Brady,
Acting for Justice Hub and
other local organizations will
sponsor the vigil. Shootings
are still happening every
day; our mission is to do all
we can to stop the shootings and keep our
communities safe from gun violence.
Masks are required. Come any time and light
a candle in the sanctuary, learn more about what
you can do to prevent gun violence by bringing
home some information and help us spread the
word. There will be brief remarks at noon by
members of the clergy and community.
Please bring warm clothing to donate to
CHUM: jackets, warm socks/mittens/gloves; hats
(not homemade); foot and hand warmers.
*Peace Church is a proud supporter of
Protect Minnesota.

Community
Companies to Classrooms is a nonprofit free store for teachers.
The store is located in the former Grant Community Recreation
Center on E. 11th St. between Peace Church and Myers-Wilkins
Elementary School (901 E. 11th St.).
We are staffed by retired ladies who are all volunteers.
Teachers from Duluth, Superior, and 13 surrounding
school districts can shop once a month for free school
supplies. We are open Tuesdays and Wednesdays
from 3-6pm and the second Saturday of each month
from 10am-1pm.
We are in need of a person to do snow removal for us.
This would involve clearing snow from the front
cement porch and the sidewalks on the front, west
side and back side of the building. The front sidewalk is the main
concern since elementary children use it to walk to and from school.
The sidewalks on the west side and back of the building only need to
be cleared when we are open for teachers to shop (emergency exits
are on the side and back).
Since we are a small nonprofit, our budget is very limited. Ideally,
the “snow person” would take care of snow removal as a free
community service. If not, we could possibly pay a small fee.
If you are interested, please contact: Carolyn Schroeder,
Volunteer Store Manager at c2cduluth@gmail.com or 218-800-9810.
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Photo taken from our memorial for
Transgender Day of Remembrance
on Sunday, November 21.

CHUM
CHUM is “People of faith working together to
provide basic necessities,
foster stable lives, and
organize for a just and
compassionate community.”

Donations Needed!
For the drop-in shelter
 Working cell phones with chargers
 Sonic alarms
 Handwarmers
 Heavy boots
 Heavy winter jackets
 Double knit or fleece-lined hats
 One size knit gloves
 Gel pens
 Adult coloring books
If you would like to donate, please call (218) 720-6521
to schedule a drop off at Chum.

Peace Church Meals for the
CHUM Drop In Center
(located at 125 North 1st Ave West)
Please note that all food is prepared at Peace
Church, dropped off at Chum, and served by
Chum staff.

Wednesday Chum Breakfast:
December 1, 15 & 29
We are in need of granola bars! If you would like to
drop off a donation, please email Elise Courtright at
elise@peaceucc.org to find out what we need.

The CHUM Warming Center
Needs Your Help!

Thursday Chum Dinner: December 16
Donations of food for the dinner are always welcome!
Let us know if you’d like to be on the email list to provide
food and/or help make sandwiches or deliver food to
Chum. Contact the church office at 218-724-3637 or
elise@peaceucc.org.

The Warming Center is a safe, nighttime, space
for people who are experiencing homelessness or
stranded during Duluth’s cold winter months. As
many as 100 people will check in to the Warming
Center every night, some just to warm up and some
to spend the entire night.

Interfaith Webinars on Housing
Advocacy: Duluth Edition

The Warming Center is located at the Rainbow
Center downtown but will be moving to a permanent
location in Lincoln Park in January. It is a
collaboration between CHUM, Loaves & Fishes, the
City of Duluth, St Louis County, and the Duluth HRA.
We rely on a generous community of volunteers and
donors to stay open to those in need.

The Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC) is
hosting a series of webinars on affordable housing.
These will prepare citizens to advocate for housing
proposals in the next legislative session. CHUM will
broadcast the webinars and host discussions on the
implications for organizing in Duluth. Each session
will be 6:30-7:30pm with Duluth area discussion to
follow. Here are the remaining dates:
December 14—Racial Equity and Housing

At least two volunteers are needed every evening
and every morning for a variety of duties including
cleaning up, setting up, serving coffee, and
distributing clothing and hygiene supplies. Volunteer
shifts are generally 2 - 2.5 hours.

January 11—Special Challenges and Opportunities
for Inclusion

Many of our guests live with high barriers to
housing and shelter, including untreated mental
illness and substance use disorder. Volunteers
should come to the Warming Center with
compassion, healthy boundaries, and an ability to
adapt to changing needs. CHUM staff will always be
present when volunteers are on site.

February 8—Legislative Solutions and Advocacy for
2022 Session
To register contact Rev. Patricia Benson at
320.217.4076 or pbenson@chumduluth.org. Links will
be provided the week of each event.

Volunteer requirements

Thank You from Chum
We receive “Thank You” letters each month from
Chum for regular contributions from our
congregation, as well as special gifts for Chum’s
many ministries. Thanks to you all for your support!

•

Must be over 18

•

Must be fully vaccinated against Covid-19 and
wear a mask when at the Warming Center

•

Must take part in a volunteer orientation

•

Weekly commitment preferred

To learn more, please visit www.chumduluth.org/
warmingcentervolunteers.htm
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Peace People
Thank You!
➢
➢

➢

➢

➢

➢

➢

➢

➢
➢
➢

Keep in Your Prayers

Thanks to our Sunday tech team: Susan Larson Kidd, Tyler ➢ Nettie Bothwell who is in hospice at
Viewcrest.
Stark, Alex Dean and Paul O’Brien who make livestreaming services possible.
➢ Jan Eschbach recovering at home from
major electrical burns received in an
Thanks to those who provided special music in November:
accident.
the Choir, Ron Deters, Ian Connell, Dan Shepard, Jessica
Olson, Dale Shimmin, Kelli Hallsten Erickson, Wendy
➢ All those undergoing treatment for cancer:
Durrwachter, Tyler Stark, Susan Larson Kidd, and the Kids’
Stephen Dando, Jerry Cleveland, Terrie
Choir.
Shannon, Mary Caine-Hafdahl, Kim
Kruger, Jim Soderberg, Marg Paulson and
Thank you to all who have donated peanut butter and jelly
others.
for Chum this Fall: Nancy Deever, Rose Feriancek, Tony
Montez, Liz Liebenstein, Judy Derauf, Jessica Olson and
➢ All our members living in long-term care
others.
facilities: Joyce Riggle at Park Point; Mike
Thank you to our Chum breakfast volunteers: Geof and
Nugent at the Silver Bay Veterans Home;
Gudrun Witrak, Pat and Carl Sjoding, Bob and Kay
Steve Coll at St. Anne’s; Amanda Cran at
Stevens, Lisa Herthel and Don Watson. Your time and
Bishop Woods and Sharon Kirtley at
dedication every month is so appreciated!
Viewcrest.
Thank you to all of the wonderful volunteers that bring in
food each month for the Thursday Chum dinner: Peggy
Sympathy To
Skylondz, Mary Adams, Sue Munns, Cathy Ameel, Nancy
➢ The family of Marion Caven, who passed
Deever, Pam Kramer, Nancy Taggart, Jeanie Peterson,
away on November 5. Marion was a long
Gayle and Jack Kelly, Nina Preheim, Jackie Falk, Judy
time member of Peace Church.
Derauf, Linda and Dick Goese, Robin Davidson, Judy
Siegle and others. Thanks to Brenton Decker for delivering ➢ The family of Bill Hardesty, whose brother
the meal to Chum each month and a HUGE thank you to
in law, Jim, passed away.
Cathy Carlson who plans the monthly Chum dinner and
preps and cooks the meal—a meal for dozens of people!
Recycling Peace
We are so blessed to have her and all of our volunteers
➢ There are two remaining items from the
who make these ministries possible.
rummage sale that we're pretty sure
Thank you to the PALS group, coordinated by Dick and
someone wants—a lovely hope chest and
Linda Goese, who raised over a thousand dollars to
an old treadle sewing machine, both in a
purchase 300 Thanksgiving pumpkin pies for the Chum
corner of the Fellowship Hall—make a
food shelf.
donation. ~Cindy Macaulay
Many thanks to our Peace Bell folders: Lorraine Anderson,
Marian Jensen, Elsie Cook, Lynn Devlin, Sharon Crosby,
Pat Sjoding, Marci Tuggle, Janell Kohls, Loni Cran-Hovis,
Notable Dates
Marlis Cran, Marg Paulson, and others.
Begins Nov 28: Advent Worship at 8:30am
Thank you to Melissa Boyle and Jen Stenersen for
Begins Dec 1: Prayers Around the Cradle
providing homemade vegan creamy broccoli soup for the
staff—made from the last broccoli harvest in our Chum
Begins Dec 2: Advent Devotional Prayer Group
garden. It was delicious!
Dec 5 & 12: Intergenerational Advent Activities
Thank you to Kay Stevens who brings in treats for staff
Begins Dec 5: 9:30am Adult Forums
periodically and Marg Paulson for the monthly cookies!
Dec 12: Christmas Cantata
Thank you, Sharon Dawson, for helping me set up the
memorial for the annual Transgender Day of
Dec 19: Christmas Pageant
Remembrance. ~Elise Courtright
Dec 19: Blue Christmas
Pastor Jim wants to thank all the people who have helped
Dec 21: Winter Solstice Celebration
make his transition from California to Minnesota so
Dec 24: Christmas Eve Worship
comfortable. Thanks for the cards, gift cards, meals and
invitations.
*More details can be found on the front page and
pages 3, 4, & 9.
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December Volunteer Schedules
Sunday Usher Schedule: 8:30am

Sunday Usher Schedule: 10:30am
December 5: Guy Hubert, volunteers needed

December 5: volunteers needed

December 12: Guy Hubert, volunteers needed

December 12: volunteers needed

December 19: Guy Hubert, volunteers needed

December 19: volunteers needed

December 26: Guy Hubert, volunteers needed

December 26: volunteers needed

Sunday Greeter Schedule: 8:30am

Sunday Greeter Schedule: 10:30am

December 5: volunteers needed

December 5: Cindy Macaulay

December 12: volunteers needed

December 12: volunteers needed

December 19: volunteers needed

December 19: volunteers needed

December 26: volunteers needed

December 26: volunteers needed

Sunday Lay Reader Schedule: 10:30am

Sunday Lay Reader Schedule: 10:30am
December 5: Cyndi Brown

December 5: volunteer needed

December 12: volunteer needed

December 12: volunteer needed

December 19: volunteer needed

December 19: Bob Stevens

December 26: volunteer needed

December 26: volunteer needed

Sunday Front Desk Volunteer
Schedule: 9:45am

Please bring 2-3 dozen cookies, bars,
crackers or fruit on your morning
to help with coffee hour! THANKS!

December 5: Sue Munns

December 12: Cindy Macaulay

Coffee Hour Volunteers

December 19: Loni Cran-Hovis

Sundays at 9:45am

December 26: Cindy Macaulay

Coffee Hour volunteers will help set up, serve and
clean up after coffee hour. Additionally, please bring
2-3 dozen cookies, bars or an equivalent of fresh fruit
or veggies. Here’s who is scheduled this month:

Monday Meals
Though most of our volunteer ministries were
suspended during the pandemic, providing Monday
meals for Loaves and Fishes Dorothy Day House is
still going strong, thanks to our faithful volunteers. If
you are interested in joining this group to sign up to
bring a meal, email elise@peaceucc.org or access
the schedule on our website under the menu “for
volunteers.” Here is the schedule for this month:

December 5: Cathy Ameel, Bridget Reistad,
volunteers needed
December 12: Linda and Tom Curran, Cathy Ameel,
Bridget Reistad
December 19: Patty and Thad Beech-Dziuk, Cathy
Ameel, Bridget Reistad

December 6: Gary Boelhower

December 26: Cathy Ameel, volunteers needed

December 13: Gayle and Jack Kelly
December 20: volunteer needed

Special Music

December 27: volunteer needed

If you are interested in providing special music,
please contact Jim Pospisil at jim@peaceucc.org to
schedule a Sunday worship service that works for
you.

Update: The kitchen at Dorothy Day House is now
mostly functional! Please plan for 8-10 people as
numbers are still low due to Covid. The door is still
locked some of the time so please call Joel's cell
(218-340-4356) to arrange for delivery of your meal.

Many thanks to all our volunteers!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

If you are not interested in receiving the
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office
(see phone # and e-mail address above)

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Worship at 8:30am & 10:30am
If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events,
please send an email request to the church office: office@peaceucc.org
PEACE CHURCH STAFF
Interim Minister: Rev. Jim Mitulski
Music Director: Jim Pospisil
Faith Formation Minister: Nathan Holst

Bookkeeper: Rosemary Feriancek
Administrative Coordinator: Elise Courtright
Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson
Covenanted Ministers of our congregation:
Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, Rev. John Szarke, Custodian: Dan Shepard
Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter
Rev. Sara Olson Dean, Rev. Jan Murphy,
Pastoral Care Chaplain: Gudrun Witrak
Rev. Holly Pederson
Interim Bridge Minister: Charlotte Frantz
PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday: 9am-3pm, Friday: closed
PHONE: 218-724-3637
Web: peaceucc.org
Facebook: peace.church.duluth

EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Pastor Jim: pastorjim@peaceucc.org
Office: office@peaceucc.org
Jim: jim@peaceucc.org
Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org
Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org Rose: rose@peaceucc.org
Charlotte: clf.frantz@gmail.com
Elise: elise@peaceucc.org Gudrun: gwitrak@gmail.com

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota
Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God
Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,
committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including
all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,
gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome!
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