
Praising God,  

Living the Way of Jesus,  

Building the Beloved Community   

Mission Statement of Peace United Church of Christ (UCC)  

Rooted In Love 

Growing In Hope Together 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 

you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by 

the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13 

Stewardship 2022 

Here are some stories about how our mission is accomplished  

through our financial resources and the time and talent  

of the members and friends of Peace UCC. 



   Message from Tom Liddle 
World events have felt particularly heavy to me lately and 

I’m guessing they have for you as well.  In the midst of it all I 
am reminded of something the psychologist Miriam 
Greenspan once wrote: “We don’t just live in the world, the 
world lives in us.” Even in the privacy of our own emotional 
and spiritual lives, we’re not isolated from what’s going on in 
the world. In fact, we’re deeply affected by it.  That’s hard 
because the world is full of pain, suffering and loss.  We’re 
witness to humanity’s destructive patterns that can seem 
hopelessly redundant. 

And yet, Christian faith is fundamentally about hope.  In his 
letter to the Romans, time and again, the Apostle Paul 
reminds us that hope is rooted in the character and action of 
God,  “Who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the 
things that do not exist.” Hope, the Apostle reminds us, is 
found by trusting God’s promise of resurrection and renewal 
for all of creation.  Such renewal however is an “already / not 
yet” reality.  The resurrection of Christ is the dawn of a new 
day for the world, and yet we see that newness only in part.  
For its full expression we will have to wait—in hope.  But the 
hope that the Bible speaks of is an active waiting. It’s a 
waiting that participates in God’s new world through acts of 
faith, hope and radical love.  And it’s on that basis that we 
gather to “Praise God, live the way of Jesus and build the 
beloved community.”   

This is a challenging time for Peace Church.  Change and transition are never easy.  We are naturally 
impatient and might prefer to skip the in-between phase.  But there is much to discover and learn on the way.  
In the Bible, the image of a way, a road, a pilgrimage, a journey are all great metaphors for the spiritual life.  
In fact, “the way” is what those gathered around Jesus were first called (see Acts 24:14).  Much of Jesus’ 
ministry took place on the way, and it was in the midst of the wilderness journey that the Israelites had their 
most intimate connection with God.  So let us give ourselves and each other a healthy dose of grace and 
traveling mercy, trusting that God always meets us where we are and gives us what we need along the way.   

2021 Expenditures — $537,196 

Administration 

34% 

Praising God 

22% 

Above is a breakdown of expenditures according to how 
they fit into our Mission Statement. For example, staff 
salaries are divided into the appropriate categories, and 
money spent on various ministries is included where it fits 
our mission best. This is an approximation, but helps us to 
see how the money we spend fits the core values and 
mission of our congregation. 

Payroll 74% 

(Pastor plus 2 full time staff, 5 part time staff) 

Spiritual Life 1% 

Christian Education 2% 

Building, Maintenance,  
Stewardship 11% Church Office 4% 

2021 Peace Church Budget—Actual Expenses 



Living The Way Of Jesus… 
Like the deep roots of a tree, our faith is rooted in the Word of God and work of Jesus Christ and His 

teachings. We are nourished by the support and love of the church community, empowered to live lives with 
meaningful purpose. 

From Betty Greene: For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Betty Greene. I have been involved with 
many different committees and teams over my 30+ years here at Peace Church. I am currently on the Dismantling 
Racism Team and the Finance Committee. I was in the choir for many years and have participated in many PALS events 
over the years (Peace Adults Learning and Socializing). All of these have given me great opportunities to serve our 
Peace community and grow in my faith. Just as important, they have also brought me into relationships with wonderful 
people. I have so much gratitude for the people I have come to know at Peace and for the work of this congregation. 
This is a great place to be. 

Building The Beloved Community… 
Like branches extending from the trunk, Peace Church's outreach extends to members and the greater 
community through words and actions of love, support, social justice, and extravagant welcoming both 

financially and through volunteerism. 

From Alice Marks: ...Whenever I look over the congregation, I see all of you who serve this church in countless 
ways and I am proud to be in your company. Many of you are strangers to me, but I truly believe a stranger today could 
be your best friend tomorrow. 

Praising God...    
     Like the glorious riot of fall color in the leaves, fluttering in the wind, we praise God in all we do—thru our 

voices, exceptional music, kind words, and actions of justice. 

From Annette Strom: I have been grateful for opportunities to serve in unique ways like being able to share the spirit 
of dance in worship services with my friend Susan Ranfranz while others share their gifts of music, drama, poetry, 
prayer, etc. I have been grateful for the social justice ministries that keep us focused on what our work as Christians 
really is about... 

...That may be where my little gratitude mission moment ended if there hadn’t been a global pandemic raging for the 
last one and a half years! I have found more things I am grateful for at Peace as we have been literally stuck on a little 
island halfway around the world for the past two summer breaks. I am so grateful to the people at Peace who have 
stepped up to make life better at this time. People like Cathy Wood who cleans up my garden and Ian Connell for 
climbing up on our roof after a storm to fix a vent. Gratitude for all the people working on Peace Church technology who 
have made connections from abroad possible. Gratitude to all the people of the Bible study group who are on my 
computer on early Singapore Thursday mornings; they give me hope when I’m down and new insights into the world 
around us.  

                                     Administration… 
Like the strong, supporting trunk of a tree, administrative budget supports the congregation and wider 
community through staffing, building use, and property maintenance.  

From Monica Liddle: We moved to Duluth in 2003, and joined Peace soon after we arrived. I was pregnant with 
Hannah at the time, and the Peace community was a bit smaller than it is now. As a new member, I remembering feeling 
surrounded by the love and grace of the women of Peace. That love and grace followed our family around the world as 
we served for seven years in East Timor, and it is why we chose to return here, to Duluth. We love this community, and 
we are grateful our family has this place to call home again.  

From Phyllis Cook: ...It was important for us to be involved in a church that provided community service, learning 
and social action and spiritual growth through worship and small groups. Through confirmation, my son was able to go 
on a working trip for the Heifer Project outside of Boston; he went on a working trip to San Antonio and went at least 
twice to Minneapolis on working trips. He truly got a solid sense of justice and injustices. Those experiences helped 
strengthen his ability to care about others...I find that we get so much back from the community of Peace. 

From Tom Liddle: From the very beginning of my involvement with Peace Church, it has been a rich place to grow 
in faith. I’ve been given opportunities to learn and to serve, both locally and globally. Through Peace, I served on the 
board of the United Church of Christ’s Wider Church Ministries, and became aware of Global Ministries. I’ve been 
supported through my seminary journey and ordination. As a mission co-worker in East Timor, and as a Bible Study 
facilitator right here at Peace in Duluth, I am deeply grateful for the opportunities I have received as a part of this  
faith community. 



Through the Year at Peace Church... 


