
  

 

OCTOBER 2021 

Picture Directory Reminder 
It is picture directory time for Peace United 

Church of Christ!  The last directory was printed in 
2014, so many things have changed at Peace 
Church. The new directory will especially be helpful 
for our new interim Pastor Jim. A congregation-wide 
email was sent out with a link to sign up genius on 
September 15. If you haven't done so already, please 
follow the link to sign up for a time. If you need the 
link again you can find it in the weekly email or email 
Elise at elise@peaceucc.org. Photo sessions are 
taking place on Friday thru Sunday, October 1-3.  

Fall Festival/Stewardship Picnic Lunch 

October 10, 11:30-1:00pm  
in the lower parking lot 

Once again in lieu of our annual Halloween 
Carnival, we are having a fun outdoor event for kids 
and adults to celebrate the beautiful fall season.  
There will be a free stewardship lunch, fall games 
and activities such as a cake walk and pumpkin 
painting, “door” prizes for the kids, and a live 
bluegrass band. Costumes are welcome. Any 
questions, please contact Nathan at 
Nathan@peaceucc.org. We hope to see you there! 

2022 Stewardship Campaign 
Rooted In Love: Growing in Hope Together 

Sunday, October 10, 11:30am lower parking lot 
The theme for our Peace Church 2022 Stewardship Campaign is 

Rooted in Love, Growing in Hope Together. The biblical inspiration for 
this theme comes from Romans 15:3: “May the God of hope fill you with 
all the joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with 
hope by the Power of the Holy Spirit.” We will kick off the campaign on 
Sunday, October 10, with a picnic lunch and Fall Festival that will 
provide plenty of opportunities to enjoy the season and connect with 
other Peace families. Pledge packets will be mailed out in mid-October. 
Completed pledges can be dropped off at church or returned to the 
church office by mail. The campaign will end on Sunday, November 14, 
when we dedicate our pledges for 2022 during the worship service. After 
the service everyone will be invited downstairs for a “Peace of the Pie” celebration. 

On Rally Sunday was on September 12, we 
celebrated with root beer floats after worship 
service, and Nathan and Sharon handed out 
kindergarten and third grade bibles under the tent 
during coffee hour.  
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Welcome Pastor Jim Mitulski 

Transition Update 
The search committee (Mary Adams, Diane 

Swanoski, David Courtright, Tom Hystead, and Chair 
Jessica Olson) received terrific support from the 
Minnesota Conference during our search 
process.  Reverend Cindy Mueller (our conference 
contact) reached out to pastors she knew might be a 
good fit for Peace Church, and forwarded on pastoral 
profiles as they were received by the conference. The 
committee received four profiles, interviewed two 
candidates, and ultimately offered the position to 
Reverend Jim Mitulski.  Reverend Mitulski's experience 
working with congregations and staff similar in size to 
Peace UCC, his passion around social justice issues, 
his commitment to engaging worship, as well as his 
extensive experience with transition ministry—serving 
as an interim pastor for five different congregations— 
led our committee to conclude Pastor Jim is the right fit 
for Peace UCC during this transition time.  We look 
forward to welcoming him in October!  

Council Q&A 
Please remember that you can ask questions of 

the Coordinating Council at the email 
council@peaceucc.org.  Going forward, we will try to 
provide you with the information you need about the 
transition and about welcoming Pastor Jim Mitulski as 
our intentional interim minister. But if you didn't get 
something or need more information, let us know. 
Thanks. 

~Joan Peterson, Vice Moderator 

Council Corner  

Council Minutes 
The council minutes for the August Council 

meeting can be found on our website at 
peaceucc.org in the News and Events section on the 
homepage. They will continue to be posted each 
month after council has approved them. 

     We are excited to announce the hire of our intentional 
interim minister: Reverend James (Jim) Mitulski. 

      Pastor Jim was ordained on July 1, 1983. He began his 
ministry in the MCC denomination in New York and California 
before attending UCC seminary at Pacific School of Religion. 
Pastor Jim also studied at two schools from the Unitarian 
Universalist tradition; he was a Merrill Fellow at Harvard 
Divinity and received an honorary doctorate from Starr King 
School for the Ministry. In 2006 and 2007 he completed formal 
interim ministry training from the Interim Ministry Network. 

     Pastor Jim's experience is rich and varied, including serving 
congregations on the West Coast, East Coast, in Texas, and in 
Colorado. He has served as an interim minister for five different 
congregations, including four during the past eight years. The 
first 25 years of his ministry were spent in largely gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender congregations in New York City, San 
Francisco and Guerneville, California, and Eagle Rock, 
Colorado, as well as the largest LGBT church in the world in 
Dallas, Texas (which is also one of the largest UCC churches 
in the world). His two most recent positions have been with 

mixed congregations: a large suburban Boston congregation (Needham UCC), and a smaller UCC church in 
Foster City, California. Pastor Jim's permanent home is in Oakland, California, where he lives with his feline 
companion Keats. 

Pastor Jim writes: “I love intentional interim ministry...Every time I engage in an interim pastorate, I learn 
more about ministry, church, human nature, myself...I work with you to talk with each other, even about hard 
things. I help you to talk about your past, who you are now and who you want to be next. It's a prayerful, spirit-
filled, exciting time. It's not placeholding but rich punctuation. Then I leave, trusting our time together. I am 
passionate about church, worship, liberation, art, music, and poetry…I want to help the church be credible, 
lively, vital and growing...I am passionate about ministry that is anti-racism, anti-oppression and pre-
reconciliation…I am passionate about reading, making and listening to all kinds of music...I am passionate 
about God." 

We look forward to welcoming Pastor Jim to our community in October and moving forward with him in this 
time of transition. 

~ Your Search Committee 
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Sundays in October 

We continue to have worship on Sunday mornings, at 8:30am (fourth Sunday) and 10:30am (every Sunday). 
Our 8:30 service is a Taizé Service (prayer, song, scripture, and meditation). At our 10:30 service, we usually 
share communion the first Sunday of the month. Masks must be worn indoors. Service will continue to be 
livestreamed via our website (www.peaceucc.org) on most Sundays. Updated information can be found on our 
website (peaceucc.org) and in the weekly email. We look forward to seeing you at church!  

Taizé Service  
Sunday, October 24, 8:30am 

In the sanctuary and livestreamed 
This service is modeled after services held at 

the Taizé Community in France. Taizé is a worship 
experience wholly dedicated to prayer and to 
hearing God’s word—using song, scripture, and 
silent meditation. Please join us! 

Sunday, October 3: World Communion Sunday 
10:30am: This service will take place in the sanctuary 
and via our livestream. Sermon by Tom and Monica 
Liddle.  
Special Music by our Peace Band. 

Sunday, October 10: Stewardship Sunday 
10:30am: This service will take place in the sanctuary 
and via our livestream. Sermon by Charlotte Frantz.  
Special music by Darin Bergsven and the Kids’ choir. 

Sunday, October 17: Children’s Sabbath 
10:30am: Worship service will be held in the 

sanctuary and via our livestream. Nathan Holst will 
be our preacher.  
Special Music by Leon and the whole band. 

Sunday, October 24 

8:30am: Taizé Service in the sanctuary. There is no 
livestream for this service.  

10:30am: Please join us in the sanctuary or via 
livestream for Pastor Jim’s first worship service 
which, will include a blessing on this interim journey. 
Pastor Jim will also be preaching this Sunday.  
Special Music by Nathan Holst, Melanie Sever, and 
Wendy Durrwachter. 

Sunday, October 31 
10:30am: This service will take place in the 
sanctuary. There is no livestream for this Sunday. 
Pastor Jim will be preaching.  

Special Music by Jennifer Boyle and a trio with Susan 
Larson-Kidd, Patti Beech Dzuik, and Kelli Hallsten-
Erickson.  

 Fall Outdoor Coffee Hour 

    11:30 following service  
 Come join us for a reboot of Sunday 
coffee hour after the 10:30 service.  We 
will gather outside to enjoy coffee, juice 
and treats. Hope to see you there! 

Sunday School  

9:30am via Zoom 
Sunday School will be held over Zoom this fall with 

the exception of the third Sunday of each month 
where Nathan will lead a Sunday School Gathering 
in the Fellowship Hall. Please join Nathan via Zoom 
(link will be emailed that morning) for a thirty minute 
Sunday School lesson and then join us in the 
sanctuary for worship. Our next in person Sunday 
School Gathering will be Sunday, October 17 at 
9:30am in the Fellowship Hall. Masks are required. 
Kids will have fun doing arts and crafts and lively 
discussion! Any questions about children’s planning for 
the fall, please contact Nathan at 
nathan@peaceucc.org.  

Introducing Pastor Jim 

Begins Sunday, October 17, 11:45am 
October 17: Join us in the sanctuary or via 

livestream for a panel discussion with members of 
the Search Committee and the Pastoral Relations 
Committee. Learn more about the process of 
searching for our interim pastor and get details about 
how we will welcome him to Duluth. Please send 
questions for the panel to council@peaceuuc.org. 
The livestream link can be found on our website. 

October 24: Welcome Pastor Jim! Join us for an 
extended coffee hour meet and greet opportunity. 

October 31: Introducing Pastor Jim—please join 
us in the sanctuary or via livestream for a chance 
to get to know Pastor Jim a little more. The livestream 
link can be found on our website. 

 Welcome Pastor Jim Mitulski 
Plans are being made to welcome Pastor Jim, and 

you can be a part of them. The Pastoral Relations 
Committee will put together a welcome basket, 
including gift cards appropriate for use during his first 
winter in Duluth.  Your financial contributions are 
welcome—there is an envelope in the office. The 
PRC will then purchase the cards. Deadline for 
contributions is October 17. 

Elise Courtright will set up a meal train schedule 
for Sundays and Thursdays from October 19 
through November 26.  Watch for details and a meal 
train link in your weekly email. 
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Peace Church Building Use 
This is a friendly reminder to all who would like to 

use space at Peace Church: to schedule a meeting 

at Peace, please email Elise Courtright, our 

Administrative Coordinator, at 

elise@peaceucc.org or call the office at   

218-724-3637. 

Peace Prayer Chain 
 We have a whole group of people who 
would love to pray for you! Please call 
the church office (724-3637) or Linda 
Goese (218-341-0918) with your 
prayer concerns.  

The Sunday Special 
The Sunday Special is a spiritual and social support 
group for individuals, families, caregivers and workers 
who live and work with disabilities, special needs, and 
mental health concerns.   

Hi Everyone! I will be at church on Sundays 
September 26 thru October 17. I would love to catch 
up with you over coffee after the 10:30 service. Penny 
and I have missed you!   

"A cup of coffee shared with friends is happiness 
tasted and time well spent." (unknown) 
     Hope to see you soon, 
~Amy Sullivan & Penny Cragun 

Kids’ Choir 
Kids’ Choir will be singing in service about once 

a month. Any kids interested in singing in service, 
please email Susan Larson Kidd at 
Susan.LarsonKidd@drslk.com. Thanks! 

Interpreting Services for Worship 
Interpreting Services going into the fall will be 

given on an as-needed basis. If you would like to 
request an Interpreter for worship service please 
contact the office at 218-724-3637 or email Judy Hlina 
at judyhlina@gmail.com.  

~ Peace Church Interpreting Team  

Updates To Our Covid-19 Policies 
Due to the risks from the delta variant, the Covid Safety task force, with input from the staff, has determined the 
following updated guidelines: 

• Masking is required at all times in the building in any public spaces. Staff who are vaccinated have discretion 
about masking when they are working in the office with other staff members.  If someone who is not a staff 
person enters the office, masks will be required for all.   

• Small group meetings are encouraged to take place on Zoom.  If a meeting takes place in-person at church, 
masking and social distancing are required. 

• No Wednesday night meals until further notice. This will allow for more space for Wednesday night 
programming and reduced risk of transmission with indoor eating. 

• No food or drink service are allowed in the building. Staff may eat their lunch in the office.  The day care will 
continue to use their own guidelines for food and beverage inside their rented space.  

• Coffee hour will continue outside. If it is raining, it will be served under the tent or overhang.   

• No self-service for food or beverages when serving food outdoors. It will need to either be served to people 
or provided in individually wrapped packets. Servers should be masked, even if outdoors.  

• In worship, the choir can remove their masks during the anthem—with one anthem per service.  People are 
encouraged to avoid sitting at the end of the pews closest to the choir.   

• Extra sanitation practices (such as disinfecting surfaces after each use) is no longer needed.   

• No overnight groups allowed in the building at this time. 

• Occupancy Limits for Fellowship Hall is no more than 60 people at a time.  

• There is not a limit in the Sanctuary but masking and social distancing are required.  

• Offering plates and pew pads can now be passed in worship. 

Covid-19 Building Policy Update 

Peace Church News 

Calling all history buffs! 
Next year, 2022, Peace Church will mark our 

150th anniversary. We hope to celebrate throughout 
the year and are looking for a team of folks 
who might be interested in planning these 
events. We will need help from all areas of 
our congregation–history committee, food 
and fellowship, worship and arts, justice–
there will be lots of fun to go around! If you 

are interested, please let me know. I am at 
mhystead@haileysault.com. Thanks so much. 

~Marsha Hystead 

First steps are always the hardest but until they are taken the notion of progress remains only a notion and not 
an achievement. 
― Aberjhani  

mailto:judyhlina@gmail.com
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Peace Church Groups 
Choir 

Wednesdays at 6:15pm in the sanctuary 
In person choir continues! Please join choir in the 

sanctuary with masks on for choir practice. Choir will 
also continue to meet on Zoom each Thursday at 
4:30pm. See you there! 

Men’s Breakfast  
Join us once again for breakfast and conversation! 

We meet every other Thursday at 8:00am at The New 
London Cafe on East Superior Street.  Our next 
breakfasts are Thursday, October 14 & 28. All 
gentlemen are invited to join us.  

Women’s Brown Bag  

Wednesday, October 27, 12:00pm 
  Make time the fourth Wednesday of each month 

to eat lunch with other women from 
Peace Church.  Whether by Zoom or in 
person, it’s always fun to re-connect, 
check in about how we are each doing, 
and talk a little about the current season 
of our souls.  Sometimes we listen to a 
word of Scripture and sometimes we share 
reflections on the season of the year.  Watch the 
weekly updates for further information about our 
October meeting. 

Thursday Morning Book Club 

Thursday, October 21, 10:00am via Zoom 
The Thursday Morning Book Club had a special 

meeting to choose books for the fall. In September 
they kicked off the year with  the bestseller, The Four 
Winds by Kristin Hannah, which is available in the 
church library. The third Thursday in October the 
group will discuss Change of Heart by another best-
selling author, Jodi Picoult. New members are 
welcome. For more information, contact Alice Marks 
at amarks001@charter.net 

Therapeutic SomaYoga  

 Mondays from 9:00-10:15am 

Fireside Room 
Therapeutic SomaYoga for healthy aging. Taught 

by Robin Davidson, PT, RYT, yoga therapist in 
training. This 75 minute class focuses on different 
aspects of the body, mind, and spirit that will support 
you in increased wellness as you age. It is very gentle 
and offers modifications for all levels of 
participants.  Free will donations for the class 
(suggested $10) can be made to the office. This is an 
in person, ongoing class on Mondays (with masks). 
You can also join us through Zoom. Please find the 
Zoom link in your weekly email.  

Monday Book Group 

Monday, October 4 & 18, 3:00pm via Zoom 
The Monday Book Group has resumed meeting 

via Zoom.   In October we will continue discussing 
The Color of Compromise:  The Truth About the 
American Church’s Complicity in Racism by Jemar 
Tisby, focusing on chapters 7-11. In this book the 
author takes readers back to the roots of sustained 
racism and injustice in the American church. 
Identifying the cultural and institutional tables that 
must be flipped to bring about progress, Tisby 
provides an in-depth diagnosis for a racially divided 
American church and suggests ways to foster a more 
equitable and inclusive environment among God’s 
people. 

The next discussions will be on Monday, October 
4 and 18 at 3:00pm.  Please note this is a change in 
time.  

You are welcome to join the discussion whether or 
not you have read the book! Please email Penny 
Cragun at pcragun@d.umn.edu for the Zoom link. 

Making Meaning Out Of Malignancy 

Monday, October 25, 5:00-6:00pm 
If you or a loved one have had cancer (in the past 

or currently) and would like to connect with others, 
you are invited to join our Making Meaning out of 
Malignancy virtual group on Monday, October 25 from 
5:00 to 6:00pm. The group meets every other month 
on the fourth Monday. Please check your weekly 
email update for the Zoom link.  

Kids’ Club 

Thursday, October 14 & 28 

5:00-6:00pm under the tent/Fellowship Hall 
Please join Nathan under the tent or in the 

Fellowship Hall (weather dependent) for an 
opportunity to have kids connect and have fun 
together. Kids in Kindergarten through fifth grade are 
welcome. Masks are required in the building and are 
optional outside. Looking forward to see the kids! 

Sunday School Get Together 

Sunday, October 17, 9:30am  
in the Fellowship Hall 

Kids ages Preschool through fifth grade please 
join Nathan and others in the Fellowship Hall on 
October 17 for our second in-person Sunday School 
gathering filled with song, fun activities and 
conversation. Questions can be emailed to Nathan at 
Nathan@peaceucc.org. See you then! 
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Regularly Scheduled Team & Committee 
Meetings 
(Please watch emails for updates on meeting times and 
formats) 

Stewardship Team:  
Thursday, Oct 7 
5:30pm  Zoom 

Adult Ed Team:  
Wednesday, Oct 6 
1:30pm Zoom 

Dismantling Racism 
Team:  
Thursday, Oct 21 
3:30pm  Zoom 

Children’s Ministry 
Team:  
Thursday, Oct 14 
6:00pm via Zoom 

Worship & Arts 
Committee:  
Tuesday, Oct 13 
11:30am Sanctuary 

History Team:  
TBD 

Shared Ministry Team:  
Wednesday, Oct 13 
4:00pm via Zoom 

Wednesday Activity Schedule  
5-6pm: Bible Study via Zoom 

6-7:00pm: Middle School (6-8th grades) Youth Group  
under the tent or Fireside Room 

6:15pm: Adult Choir in the Sanctuary 

7-8:15pm: Confirmation under the tent or Fireside Rm
(first and third Wednesdays of each month) 

 

 The PEACE BELL 
is a monthly publication of  

Peace United Church of Christ 
Duluth, Minnesota 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
Elise Courtright & 

Nancy Nelson 
Photographer: John Ameel 

PEACE BELL ARTICLES  

are due Monday, October 18 

Send to elise@peaceucc.org 

Virtual Bible Study 

Wednesday Evenings at 5pm  
We read the Gospel lesson for the upcoming 

Sunday several times. Each time we read we are 
listening for the still, small voice of God that will speak 
to us. We learn so much from what is touching other 
people’s hearts as they hear the Gospel too. No prior 
biblical knowledge needed! We close with prayer. 
Please email the office for the Zoom link or look in 
your weekly email update. 

Wednesday Activities 

Youth Group (Grades 6-8) 

Wednesdays at 6:00pm 
Youth Group is every Wednesday from  

6:00-7:00pm under the tent or in the Fellowship Hall. 
See Nathan’s page for more details! 

Centering Prayer 

Begins in November 
Centering Prayer is on break. New plans will be 

made and announced when our interim pastor 
begins in October. If you have questions or would 
like resources, contact Jackie Falk at 
jhfalk@charter.net  

Finance Team:  
Wednesday, Oct 13 
5:00pm  

Property Team: 
Wednesday, Oct 13 
6pm Fellowship Hall 

Food & Fellowship Team:  
check email for details 

Acting for Justice Hub:  
Sunday, Oct 24  

1pm via Zoom 

Climate Justice Team: 
TBD 

Health and Wellness 
Team:  
TBD 

Confirmation (Grades 10-11) 

Wednesday, October 6 & 20 

7:15-8:15pm under the tent or Fireside Room 
The Second Year Confirmation Class meets with 

Nathan on the first and third Wednesdays of each 
month from 7:15–8:15pm.  

Some of our youth 
met with Nathan at 
Gudrun and Geof 
Witrak’s house for 
fun time in the hot 
tub and on the 
beach. Thanks for 
hosting Gudrun 
and Geof! 
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Nathan’s Column/Youth 
   Fall is a time of change and we certainly have had our fair share 
of change these days.  There is the change of having our kids back 
at school and navigating the ever shifting complexity of covid.  
Many of our families have gone through various kinds of change in 
this time, with losing loved ones or shifting relationships.  Our 
church has had many changes in the last number of months, 
including changes in staff and will be welcoming a new interim 

pastor this month.  Change can be chaotic, unsettling, and anxiety producing, even as it can also bring new 
openings for growth, new possibilities, and transformation.   

In the midst of it all, it can be difficult to get under the surface, to look for a clearing among the fullness of life.  
I was looking back on a poem that my partner Sarah shared  with me in the past that spoke deeply to some of 
what change can feel like, and I want to share a portion of the poem by Jan Richardson called “Blessing in the 
Chaos”: 

To all that is chaotic in you, 

let there come silence… 

…Let there be 

an opening 

into the quiet 

that lies beneath 

the chaos, 

where you find 

the peace 

you did not think 

possible 

and see what shimmers 

within the storm. 

Where are the openings in your life that lie beneath the chaos?  Perhaps you are finding peace, like so many 
do, in places like the boundary waters, discovering that even in the midst of the personal and communal storms 
of life, there is something that shimmers in you still, just waiting to return.  Or maybe you find it in your gardens, 
watching your plants slowly grow into fall harvest, grounding us in the everyday hope of the cycles of life.  Or 
perhaps you are one who, like Jesus, can wake up in in your boat in the midst of a storm and find the quiet 
within that can shimmer out and calm everything around you.   

Wherever you find yourself this fall, my hope and prayer for you is that you can let silence in amidst the 
chaos of it all, allowing it to open you up, inviting you to learn how to live in the tensions, allowing you to hold the 
chaos and the peace together.     

 ~Nathan Holst 

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in.” 

 ~Leonard Cohen 

October Youth Group  
We have been having a great time with youth group (6-8 

grade) meeting in person every week under the tent from 
6:00-7:00pm.  If you haven’t been coming yet, we would love 
to have you join us!  If we have too cold or rainy weather any 
week, Nathan will email the plan and we’ll likely move inside 
and masked that week.  We’ll be continuing to use our usual 
Peer Ministry program, with some pandemic adaptations.  
Looking forward to seeing many of you under the tent on 
Wednesdays! 

 Youth Group Pre-Halloween Hike  

Saturday, October 9, 10:00am at Chester Park 
Want a chance to go for a walk and hang out outside 

AND show off your costume for Halloween?  This is for you!  
Come bring your amazing (or just regular) costume (or not if 
you don’t feel like it) and join us for a walk in Chester Park on 
Saturday, Oct. 9 at 10am.  We’ll meet by the playground and 
circle around the bowl for an hour and enjoy time with each 
other.  As long as numbers are not too high and we stay 
distanced, masks are optional.  See you there! 

Calling Youth Volunteers  

 Fall Festival, Sunday, October 10 
Are you a middle or high school youth that 

loves interacting with younger kids?  We 
would love to have your help with the Fall 
festival this year on Oct. 10 after the church 
service (11:30am).  We’ll need youth to help 
with games, prizes, and more.  Contact 
Nathan (nathan@peaceucc.org) if you want to 
sign up to help.   
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Saying Goodbye 

Peace Library 
New Adult Books: 

Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography by John Dominic 

Crossan 

Let the Mountains Talk, Let the Rivers Run by David 

Brower with Steve Chapple 

Dear White Christians: For Those Still Longing for 

Racial Reconciliation by Jennifer Harvey 

Sold on a Monday: A Novel by Kristina McMorris 

 

 

 

 

 

New Children's Books: 

Ramona’s World by Beverly Cleary 

New Moon Writing: How to Express Yourself with 

Passion and Practice 

Splat the Cat Sings Flat by Rob Scotton 

Witch on a Motorcycle by Marian Frances 

Ruby Hears a Knock! By Susan Larson Kidd 

Sharon Dawson has been our Children’s Minister for two years. 
In the last two years she has brought so many gifts and talents 
to her job, the kids and Peace Church itself. Sharon taught 
Sunday School, Story For All Ages, and coordinated many 
events and activities such as the Earth Day Festival, Kids’ Club 
and Vacation Bible School. Being a great Children’s Minister is 
so much more than showing up on time and completing job 
descriptions. It requires one to have the innate ability to connect 
with our beloved children, understand their needs and desires 
within a ministry context and implement programs that meet 
those needs. I would say the most important thing in Children’s 
Ministry is to engage the children and youth in ways that make 
them want to come back, ask questions and have a lot of fun. 
Sharon is really good at this. She is gifted with creativity and this 
translated into so many fun projects! We have a beautiful Web 
Of Life mural in the Fellowship Hall, dedicated to Pastor Kathy. 
She has done many (messy!) art activities with the kids like the 
paper mâché Earths and stepping stones from VBS. Peace 
Church has been incredibly blessed to have her on our staff. She 
will be greatly missed in the office and as our Children’s Minister 
but, luckily, Sharon will continue as our altar guild and will 
continue to be a part of our church family. Thank you, Sharon, 
for taking such good care of our children. You are loved. 

~Elise Courtright 

Sharon with kids during Story For All Ages in 
worship service and Sharon and kids during 
Kids’ Club on Thursday, September 9.  
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Council Corner 
The Coordinating Council met Tuesday, 
September 21. We had a full agenda. Here 
are some highlights from the meeting: 

We welcomed Rev. Jim Mitulski as an 
honored guest. Rev. Mitulski came to Duluth 

to meet with staff and committees and the Council Tuesday and Wednesday. He also 
had time to look for housing and look around the city. He will begin his Interim 
Pastorate on October 10 and will move to Duluth before his first worship service 
October 24th.  Welcome Pastor Jim. 

Treasurer Dick Goese reviewed the August 2021 Financial Reports. We continue 
to have revenues in excess over expenses through August. We anticipate a number of one-time unbudgeted 
expenses related to staff transitions. Generally expenses are under budget year-to-date. Committees and teams 
are asked to return their 2022 budget requests next month in order for the Council to draft the full budget by 
year end. 

The Human Resources Committee has been working with staff members and Charlotte Frantz to prepare for 
the new program year. Nathan Holst will assume the Children’s Minister work as well as his usual assignment 
with our youth. Charlotte will expand her responsibilities to act as our “Bridge Minister” as we await Pastor Jim’s 
arrival. 

The Spiritual Life Committee is at work scheduling folks for a new church directory. The first update since 
2014. Sign-up information can be found in our weekly email. 

The Stewardship Team has worked hard in preparation for our fall giving campaign. Kick-off is October 10. 
Rumor has it that there will be Pie on stewardship Sunday, November 14! More information is elsewhere in the 
Peace Bell.  

One behind the scenes part of Peace Church is the COVID Task Force. The TF welcomed new members, 
Monica Liddle,  Elise Courtright and Susan Larson Kidd. They will continue to meet monthly for the foreseeable 
future to monitor national, state and local advisories and guidelines. We are grateful to the TF for keeping Peace 
current with safety protocols. 

Dr. Susan Larson Kidd led an informative discussion about using a hybrid meeting format, “Room and 
Zoom.”  This idea allows for both in-person and remote participation by Council members. Guests could attend 
through Zoom. As we move into fall and winter and continue to adjust to life in COVID times we may need to 
conduct future meetings in this way. 

I will close this report with an observation from Rev.  Mitulski. He said that he is impressed and encouraged 
by the way Peace Church has shown resilience through pastor and staff transitions and COVID protocols and 
restrictions. He feels called to serve this congregation. I want to add my gratitude to all of you for all you do to 
carry on Peace Church’s mission. Thank you. 

There are still a couple of opportunities for service to Peace Church: 

Finance Committee is seeking 2-3 members to administer the Designated Funds. The work would include 
drafting guidelines and reviewing applications for funding. The committee will meet on an as-needed basis, 

Technology Team can use volunteers to help with set up and operating video and audio equipment during 
the live-streamed worship services. 

~Tom Hystead, Moderator 

Church Coordinating Council 
will meet Tuesday, October 19 at 
6:30pm in the Fireside Room.  

Looking Ahead to All Saint’s Sunday 

Sunday, November 7 

If you would like to contribute a photo of a loved 
one who has passed away since November 2020, 
please send the photo and a small description 
(name, relationship, date of birth/death and any 
special memory or words you want included) to our 
office coordinator, Nancy Nelson, at 
nancy@peaceucc.org by Wednesday, November 3.  

Diane and 
Mike 
Swanoski, 
Jim Pospisil 
and Kirby 
Wood 
providing 
special 
music in 
service on 
September 
26. 
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Gratitude Moments 

Gratitude Moment By Alice Marks 
Good Morning. For those of you I don’t know, my name is Alice Marks. My husband Sam and I have been 

members of Peace church for four years. Currently I am home-bound awaiting a trip to the Mayo Clinic or I 
would be standing before you. I will read this so I stick to the suggestions of about three minutes or 450 words 
because sometimes it takes me 450 words just to say hello! 

Do you remember the finger play we learned in Sunday school long ago? (Demonstration of “This is the 
Church, this is the steeple, Look inside to see all the people,) 

From an early age, many of us learned a church meant people. It’s not our lovely building, not our bell tower, 
but  you, the people, that are the most important part of Peace. I have found you to be the friendliest, most 
dedicated servants I’ve met in any church. 

When I first visited this church, I already knew two people, staff members Jim and Nathan, but as soon as I 
entered the church, I made a new friend because Tim gave me the most enthusiastic welcome one can receive. 
As I looked around the sanctuary I recognized people involved in the same community activities as I. In 
following weeks I  became acquainted with Janell and Pastor Kathy and learned about all the outreach 
programs to which Peace members are committed. In no time Sam and I decided to  become members. On the 
day we became members the very first person to greet me that day was Joan Severson. She tasked me  to tell 
her my name again and when I told her Alice; she said , “I had an Auntie Alice”. From that time on Joan has 
called me “Auntie Alice”.  

Kathy invited me to join a group  of vintage church ladies called the “Brown Bag Group”. Mistakenly I thought 
she called it “The Old Bag Group”.  Regardless I was keen to join the other old bags, including my niece, Joan, 
and many other lovely talented women who met monthly to read scripture, talk about the weather in our souls, 
sing and laugh. 

One thing led to another. I made new friends when I taught a memoir writing class, Later I started the 
Thursday Morning Book Group and I want to give a plug for this group. We are small in numbers but we are a 
vibrant bunch who read  a wide variety of books from  current best-sellers to the classics, and we donate a copy 
of each book we read to the church library. I invite any one of you to join us. 

Another member and I forged a deep friendship during Covid  entirely via email, and as a member of the 
Card Committee, I became acquainted with many of the people to whom we sent cards. 

Whenever I look over the congregation, I  see all of you who serve this church in  countless ways and I am 
proud to be in your company. Many of you are  strangers to me, but I truly believe a stranger today could be 
your best friend tomorrow. 

Gratitude Moment by Tom and Monica Liddle 
From the very beginning of my involvement with Peace Church, it has been a rich place to grow in faith. I’ve 

been given opportunities to learn and to serve, both locally and globally. 

Through Peace, I served on the board of the United Church of Christ’s Wider Church Ministries, and became 
aware of Global Ministries. I’ve been supported through my seminary journey and ordination. 

As a mission co-worker in East Timor, and as a Bible Study facilitator right here at Peace in Duluth, I am 
deeply grateful for the opportunities I have received as a part of this faith community. 

--Tom Liddle 

 

We moved to Duluth in 2003, and joined Peace soon after we arrived. I was pregnant with Hannah at the 
time, and the Peace community was a bit smaller than it is now.  As a new member, I remembering feeling 
surrounded by the love and grace of the women of Peace.  That love and grace followed our family around the 
world as we served for 7 years in East Timor, and it is why we chose to return here, to Duluth.  We love this 
community, and we are grateful our family has this place to call home again.  

--Monica Liddle 
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A Word For Justice 

CHUM 
CHUM is “People of faith working together to 

provide basic 
necessities, foster stable 
lives, and organize for a 

just and compassionate community.” 

Peace Church Meals for the  
CHUM Drop In Center  

(located at 125 North 1st Ave West) 
Please note that all food is prepared at Peace 
Church, dropped off at Chum, and served by  

Chum staff.  

Wednesday Chum Breakfast: 
October 6 & 20 

Donations are always appreciated. If you would like 
to drop off a donation, please email Elise Courtright 

at elise@peaceucc.org to find out what we need. 

Thursday Chum Dinner: October 21 
Donations of food for the dinner are always welcome! 
Let us know if you’d like to be on the email list to provide 

food and/or help make sandwiches or deliver food to 
Chum. Contact the church office at 218-724-3637 or 

elise@peaceucc.org. 

Donations Needed! 

For the Food Shelf 

Canned pears, fruit cocktail, pineapple, mandarin 
oranges, chicken noodle & cream of mushroom 
soup, peanut butter, tuna, spam, Spaghettios, chili, 
stew, chunky soups, pasta sides, rice-a-roni & 
ramen, cold cereal, pork and beans. Donations are 
accepted Monday through Friday 
at the Downtown location from 
9:00am to12:00pm. 
 
*If you have something to donate, 
please call (218) 720-6521 to 
schedule a drop off at Chum. 

Thank You from Chum 
We receive “Thank You” letters each month from 

Chum for regular contributions from our 
congregation, as well as special gifts for Chum’s 
many ministries. Thanks to you all for your support! 

The Dismantling Racism team has chosen the following 
activities for this year: 

• We will strengthen our own learning about anti-racism work. 

• We will use an assessment rubric to examine how Peace 
church’s organizational behavior reflects our congregation’s 
commitment to becoming anti-racist. 

• We will deepen our relationship with St Mark AME, learning 
about ways to relate and best lines of communication. 

• We will examine possibilities for the future of the Foy 
Scholarship. 

• We will inform the congregation of relevant community events of 
interest. 

• We may host events in 2022, depending on Covid. 

• Through the weekly email, we will alert members of Peace 
Church to opportunities for learning more about becoming  
anti-racist.  

If you are interested in joining the team and learning with us, please 
contact Betty Greene (bgreene@d.umn.edu, 218-525-7581). 

Peace Church Chum Garden Update 
Our amazing Peace Church Chum Garden 

volunteers are still harvesting vegetables from our 
little garden near the tent by the lower parking lot. So 
far this growing season we have harvested and 
delivered to the Chum food shelf about 260 pounds of 
produce including tomatoes, cucumbers, squash, 
green beans, carrots, onions, cabbage, and broccoli. 
With the rain and warm fall weather many of our 
plants are pushing out a second crop! The garden 
group is hoping the growing season is not over yet. A 
huge thank you to all of our gardeners who have 
helped this summer with the watering, weeding and 
harvesting—Kay and Bob Stevens, Beth Bartlett, 
Pam Kramer, Dan Shepard, Judith Derauf, Dave 
Clark and others.  

Charlotte Frantz, Nathan Holst, Liz 
Liebenstein, Tony Montez, Gary 
Boelhower and others participating 
in the Duluth Superior Pride Parade 
on September 5.  
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Peace People  

Thank You! 

➢ Thanks to our Sunday tech team: Susan Larson Kidd, Tyler 
Stark, Alex Dean and Paul O’Brien who make live-
streaming services possible. 

➢ Thanks to those who provided special music in September: 
Sara Thomsen, Paula Pederson, Nathan Holst, Gudrun 
Witrak, Susan Larson Kidd, Ron Deters, Ian Connell, Diane 
and Mike Swanoski, and the choir. 

➢ Thank you to the many volunteers and committees who are 
taking on extra duties and responsibilities during this time 
of transition without a lead pastor. Staff is working hard to 
continue to make our church a vibrant and positive place to 
worship and your help makes it all the easier. Thank You! 

➢ Special thank you to Cathy Ameel, Cathy Wood, and Jo 
Johnson who cleaned our church kitchen in September—
and Louise Hawley who did an excellent job cleaning the 
refrigerator—thank you! 

➢ Thank you to Peace members who walked with People of 
Faith in the Duluth Superior Pride Parade on September 5: 
Geof and Gudrun Witrak, Nathan Holst, Monica and Tom 
Liddle, Liz Liebenstein and Tony Montez, Gary Boelhower, 
Charlotte Frantz, and Penny Cragun.  Many thanks to Gary 
Boelhower for representing Peace on the People of Faith 
planning committee. 

➢ From the United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities: 
Dear Friends of United, Thank you for your gift of $350 to 
the United Annual Fund which was received on August 11, 
2021. Your  financial stewardship directly supports students 
in our mission to educate the innovative, bold, 
compassionate leaders needed for such a time as this. 

➢ A big thank you to Pamela Mittlefehldt for her many months 
of coordinating our card ministry during the pandemic. Her 
work has been appreciated by so many! In addition, thank 
you to all the volunteers who wrote and mailed cards to 
many of our Peace members and friends the last eighteen 
months. Your ministry has helped many get through the 
uncertain times we are living in. 

Keep in Your Prayers 
➢ Nettie Bothwell who is in hospice at 

Viewcrest. 

➢ Jan Eschbach recovering at home from 
major electrical burns received in an 
accident. 

➢ All those undergoing treatment for cancer: 
Jerry Cleveland, Terri Shannon, Mary 
Caine-Hafdahl, Kim Kruger, Jim 
Soderberg, Marg Paulson and others.  

➢ All our members living in long-term care 
facilities: Joyce Riggle at Park Point; Mike 
Nugent at the Silver Bay Veterans Home; 
Steve Coll at St. Anne’s; Amanda Cran at 
Bishop Woods; Joan Seversen at Pines 
111, and Sharon Kirtley at Viewcrest. 

➢ Alice Marks who will be having surgery in 
October.  

Sympathy To 
➢ Guy Hubert and family on the death of his 

brother, Adam, and the deaths of a 
neighbor and a close friend, both named 
Barb. 

➢ Brenda Chinn on the death of her brother 
Jim, who died in a motorcycle accident. 

Memorials 
➢ For the Jayme Hennen Memorial: Duane 

and Janet Busch 

Recycling Peace 
➢ There are two remaining items from the 

rummage sale that we're pretty sure 
someone wants—a lovely hope chest and 
an old treadle sewing machine, both in a 
corner of the Fellowship Hall—make a 
donation. ~Cindy Macaulay 

Sanctuary Fund Thank You 
The Sanctuary Fund at Peace Church is now available to 

assist asylum seekers and other immigrants as they seek to 
establish their lives here in Duluth.  Small grants are given 
upon recommendation of the Immigrant Welcoming Team and 
approval by the Acting for Justice Hub.  We recently received 
the following thank you notes: 

What you did mattered. . .a lot.  Please know that your 
generous contribution to Ariuna’s legal costs is very much 
appreciated.  We are humbly grateful.  Thank you.  Dorothy 
Rappel (sponsor)  and Ariuna Abasheeva.   

Thank You!  Thank you so much for the generous gift you 
sent to help with Wilmer’s hefty immigration expenses!!!  It was 
unexpected and overwhelming. . .and very much appreciated.  
We cannot thank you enough for helping to relieve this burden.  
It made Wilmer feel so welcome to receive such a kind gesture 
from people he doesn’t know very well.  We are both humbled 
and amazed.  Very Sincerely, Suzanna Ojakangas (sponsor) 
and Wilmer Roballo. 

Congratulations 
➢ Eric Lorentz and Jessica Davis married at 

Peace, Charlotte Frantz officiated. 
 
➢ Sergei Hanka and Katie Murphy married in 

September, Nathan Holst officiated. 
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Please bring 2-3 dozen cookies, bars, 
crackers or fruit on your morning  

to help with coffee hour! THANKS! 

Special Music 
    If you are interested in providing special music, 

please contact Jim at jim@peaceucc.org to schedule 
a Sunday worship service that works for you. Thanks! 

Monday Meals 
Though most of our volunteer ministries were 

suspended during the pandemic, providing Monday 
meals for Loaves and Fishes Dorothy Day House is 
still going strong, thanks to our faithful volunteers. If 
you are interested in joining this group to sign up to 
bring a meal, email elise@peaceucc.org or access 
the schedule on our website under the menu “for 
volunteers.” Here is the schedule for this month: 

October 4: Judith Derauf 

October 11: Phyllis Cook 

October 18: Jessica Olson 

October 25: volunteer needeed 

Update: The kitchen at Dorothy Day House is now 
mostly functional! Please plan for 8-10 people as 
numbers are still low due to Covid. The door is still 
locked some of the time so please call Joel's cell  
(218-340-4356) to arrange for delivery of your meal. 

Many thanks to all our volunteers! 

Sunday Lay Leader  
Schedule 

October 3: Cindy Macaulay 

October 10: Amy Sullivan 

October 17: volunteer needed 

October 24: volunteer needed 

October 31: volunteer needed 

 Volunteer Ushers/Greeters 
Now that we are fully open we need to have at 

least a few ushers and greeters for Sunday worship. 
If you can help out please email Elise at 
elise@peaceucc.org or look for a sign-up in your 
weekly email. 

Coffee Hour Volunteers 

Sundays at 9:45am 

Coffee Hour volunteers will help set up, serve and 
clean up after coffee hour. Additionally, please bring  
2-3 dozen cookies, bars or an equivalent of fresh fruit 
or veggies. Here’s who is scheduled this month: 

October 3: Sharon Crosby, Joy and Chris Dunham, 
Carrie Plamann, Dan and Erin Kraker 

October 10: Robin Davidson, Sara Carlson, Stacy 
Sudoh, Leslie Williamson White  

October 17: Sharon Crosby, Vicki Westrick, Amy 
and Tavis Westbrook 

October 24: Sharon Crosby, Jessica and Justin 
Olson, Mark White, JT Haines and Maria Corradi 

October 31: Robin Davidson, Chris Larsen and 
Ingrid Nisswandt, Marge Anderson, Erica and Chris 
Henkel 

Sunday Usher Schedule 
October 3: Guy Hubert, volunteer needed 

October 10: Guy Hubert, volunteer needed 

October 17: Guy Hubert, volunteer needed 

October 24: Guy Hubert, volunteer needed 

     October 31: Guy Hubert, volunteer needed 

October Volunteer Schedules 

Sunday Greeter Schedule 
October 3: Amy Sullivan 

October 10: volunteer needed 

October 17: Amy Sullivan 

October 24: volunteer needed 

October 31: volunteer needed 

Sara and Melissa Cedars helped welcome 
and bless Susanna and Wilmer’s recent 
marriage.   

Lay leader, John 
Pokrzywinski, in worship 
service on Sunday, 
September 12.  

mailto:janell@peaceucc.org.r
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Peace United Church of Christ 
1111 North 11th Avenue East 
Duluth, MN 55805-1517 

(218) 724-3637 
www.peaceucc.org 
E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 

Non-profit  
Organization 
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PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF 
Interim Minister: Rev. Jim Mitulski 

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Minister:  Nathan Holst  

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation:  
Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, Rev. John Szarke,  
Rev. Sara Olson Dean, Rev. Jan Murphy,  
Rev. Holly Pederson 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Monday-Thursday: 9am-3pm, Friday: closed 

PHONE:  218-724-3637 Web: peaceucc.org Facebook: peace.church.duluth  
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Pastor Jim: pastorjim@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org  

Jim: jim@peaceucc.org       Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org     
        Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org    Rose: rose@peaceucc.org 

Elise: elise@peaceucc.org   Gudrun: gwitrak@gmail.com 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Service at 10:30am 

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events,  
please send an email request to the church office: office@peaceucc.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

Bookkeeper: Rosemary Feriancek 

Administrative Coordinator: Elise Courtright 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Pastoral Care Chaplain: Gudrun Witrak 

 


