
  

 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

Fall 2021:  A Gradual Comeback 
September 12 is Rally Sunday and marks the beginning of the 
fall season here at Peace. It will be good to see each other 
again, whether in person or on Zoom. You’ll notice a few 
differences from pre-pandemic times. The recent rise in Covid 
transmission and the transitions in our church life mean that 
some cherished Peace traditions will be on hold and some might 
look a little different. Think of this fall season as Peace’s 
“gradual comeback.”  

• We will be following the recommendations of our Covid task 
force (see p. 4), including requiring masks inside the 
building, limiting food service to outdoor spaces, and utilizing 
zoom and online technology when possible. 

• Sunday services beginning September 12 will be held in 
the sanctuary at 10:30am. The fourth Sunday of each month 
we will offer a Taizé service at 8:30am in the sanctuary.  

• Parents are welcome to use the nursery space with small 
children, but the nursery will not be open with supervised 
childcare. 

• Coffee hour and other events with food and drink will be 
held outdoors, either on the parking lot or under the eaves or 
under the tent. 

• Sunday school will begin September 26 via Zoom with a 
once monthly Sunday School Get Together beginning 
September 19. Rally Sunday kids are invited to come to 
worship and enjoy a root beer float and pick up an activity 
bag during coffee hour. See page 9 for more details. 

• Children and youth in-person gatherings will be held 
outdoors or in the largest space available.  

• Second Sundays of the month there will be all-church events 
held outdoors so we can re-connect in person. 

• Wednesday evening meals will be on hold.  

• Kids club will meet twice a month Thursdays from  
5:00-6:00pm (see page 9 for more information). 

• Youth group and Confirmation classes will be held 
Wednesday evenings outdoors or in the sanctuary. OWL is 
held at the Unitarian church on Sundays. (see page 7). 

• The Choir will rehearse on Wednesdays in the sanctuary. 

• Small groups and teams will continue to meet and will 
decide for themselves whether to meet on Zoom or  
in person.  

Watch your weekly email updates for more information and 
details.  Peace continues to be an amazing place, full of vitality 
and faith adventures. 

VBS WEEK 
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Council Corner 
The August 17 Coordinating Council meeting 
agenda was very full. We met via ZOOM in 
recognition of the upsurge of COVID-D variant and 
to accommodate summer schedules. 

           Some Highlights 

Our treasurer, Dick Goese, reported that Income is under budget by $43,828 y-t-d.  
Expenses were also lower than budgeted, $68,220 y-t-d, and more than offset lower 
income, resulting in a net income through July of $24,668. Treasurer Goese also brought 
recommendations for drafting guidelines for our special designated funds. Dick spoke with 
a MN Conference staff attorney who suggested that we draft and adopt consistent policies 
for the Jubilee, Foy Scholarship, and PK funds. It is also the case that there are vacancies on the Jubilee fund 
committee. Finance Committee is looking for 2-3 interested volunteers to serve on a consolidated committee. 

The COVID Task Force has worked very hard in conjunction with the Worship and Arts Committee to follow 
and respond to the constantly changing developments with this recent surge in the Delta variant. This is a 
demanding task; the Task Force monitors CDC and state health department recommendations week-to-week. 
Worship & Arts, in turn is adapting to the Task Force’s suggestions. We are grateful for the conscientious efforts 
to keep everyone safe as we gather, come to Peace for committee and team meetings, etc.  

Peace Church staff presented recommendations for fall programming. You will find more detailed information 
elsewhere. Again, their work is made more complex as they factored in COVID safety protocols. This is another 
example of the hard work and creativity the staff provides to make Peace Church work in spite of factors we 
don’t control. We are most appreciative for the staff members who go above and beyond every day on our 
behalf. 

Human Resources Committee report noted the retirement of Janell Kohls. After more than two decades she 
leaves, metaphorically speaking, big shoes to fill. We will miss her calm and steady presence in the office. Enjoy 
your retirement, Janell. Another transition in the Peace Church staff was the resignation of Tim Peters, Building 
Use Coordinator. Tim brought a straight forward can-do approach to tracking the many groups, church 
committees and church programming. Thank you, Tim. HR Committee members lost no time in working on 
hiring to fill the vacancies. A new job description was created, Administrative Coordinator. This new position 
incorporates some of the responsibilities of office manager and building use. Interviews for that position 
conducted and HR announced that Elise Courtright accepted the job offer. Elise will also continue to be the 
Peace Bell editor. We are excited to have her move seamlessly into this new job. Her experience and 
knowledge of Peace Church will be invaluable. Welcome Elise! 

Interim Search Committee chair Jessica Olson reported that there had been two candidates interviewed. The 
committee is encouraged and hopes to continue discussions with one or both. One reality that the Search 
Committee faces is that, at this time, there are more pastoral vacancies than there are trained Interim Pastors 
available to interview and call.  

Peace Church’s 150th Anniversary is next year. In March 1872 St. Paul’s Evangelical Church was founded. 
In 1959 St. Paul’s E&R Church joined the newly formed UCC denomination and moved to our current location 
and adopted the name Peace United Church of Christ. There is much to celebrate and learn from those 150 
years of continuous Christian community. Marsha Hystead has offered to convene an ad hoc committee to 
begin planning for our anniversary year.  

Finally, after just a couple of months as Moderator I am reminded daily how important your contributions in 
time, talent, energy, and financial stewardship are for sustaining this church.  This is a critical time for Peace, 
and I am profoundly grateful for all you do. 

Help Wanted 

My report noted a number of opportunities for service to Peace Church. Here is a recap: 

Finance Committee is seeking 2-3 members to administer the Designated Funds. The work would include 
drafting guidelines and reviewing applications for funding. The committee will meet on an as-needed basis, 

Technology Team can use volunteers to help with set up and operating video and audio equipment during 
the live-streamed worship services. 

COVID Task Force has two or more openings for members. As was noted, the TF meets regularly to monitor 
developments in our area regarding the COVID pandemic, the reports from state and local health systems and 
recommend ongoing protocols to the church. 

~Tom Hystead, Moderator 

Church Coordinating Council 
will meet Tuesday, September 21 
at 6:30pm in the Fireside Room.  
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Sundays in September 

We continue to have worship on Sunday mornings, at 8:30am (fourth Sunday) and 10:30am (every Sunday). 
Our 8:30 service is a Taizé Service (prayer, song, scripture, and meditation). At our 10:30 service, we usually 
share communion the first Sunday of the month. Masks must be worn indoors. Service will continue to be 
livestreamed via our website (www.peaceucc.org) on most Sundays. Updated information can be found on our 
website (peaceucc.org) and in the weekly email. We look forward to seeing you at church!  

Taizé Service  
Sunday, September 26, 8:30am 

In the sanctuary and livestreamed 
This service is modeled after services held at the 

Taizé Community in France. Taizé is a worship 
experience wholly dedicated to prayer and to hearing 
God’s word—using song, scripture, and silent 
meditation. Please join us! 

Sunday, September 5: Pride Sunday 
10:30am: This will be our last tent service. Nathan 
Holst will be preaching. 

Special Music by Sara Thomsen and Paula Pedersen. 

Sunday, September 12: Rally Sunday 
10:30am: This service will take place in the sanctuary 
and via our livestream. Rev. Sara Olson Dean will be 
preaching. Root beer floats after service! 

Special music by Ron Deters and the Choir. 

Sunday, September 19 
10:30am: Worship service will be held in the 

sanctuary and via our livestream.  

Special Music by Leon and Friends. 

Sunday, September 26 
8:30am: Taizé Service in the sanctuary and via 
livestream. 

10:30am: Rev. Charlotte Frantz will be our guest 
preacher. There is no livestream for this service.  

Special Music by the Choir. 

 Fall Outdoor Coffee Hour 

    11:30 following service  
 Come join us for a reboot of Sunday 
coffee hour after the 10:30 service.  We 
will gather outside to enjoy coffee, juice 
and treats. Hope to see you there! 

Sunday School  

Begins Sunday, September 26  

9:30am via Zoom 
Rally Sunday starts off our Sunday School 

programming with root beer floats, handing out Zoom 
Sunday School activity bags and giving the third 
graders and Kindegarteners their bibles after service! 
Sunday School will be held over Zoom this fall with the 
exception of the third Sunday of each month where 
Sharon will lead a Sunday School Gathering in the 
Fellowship Hall. Please join Sharon on September 26 
via Zoom (link will be emailed that morning) for a thirty 
minute Sunday School lesson and then join us in the 
sanctuary for worship. Our first in person Sunday 
School Gathering will be Sunday, September 19 at 
9:30am in the Fellowship Hall. Masks are required. 
Kids will have fun doing arts and crafts and lively 
discussion! Any questions about children’s planning for 
the fall, please contact Sharon at 
sharon@peaceucc.org.  

Adult Forum 

Begins Sunday, October 3 
Adult Ed is formulating ideas on how we gather 

moving forward.  We’re looking for the congregation’s 
input in September on how we want to engage in this 
interim time. More information will be coming soon.  
Sunday, October 3, will be our first official gathering 
and we look forward to seeing you.    

Nathan and several of our high school youth took a 
canoe trip on the Brule River through Camp Amnicon 
(upper photo) in August.  

We held our Annual Church Picnic on Sunday, 
August 8 after the outdoor tent service (left photo). 
We enjoyed hot dogs and yummy sides supplied by 
Stephan Witherspoon—baked beans, mac n cheese 
and cornbread donuts.  
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Choir 
Wednesdays at 6:15pm in the sanctuary 

In person choir continues! Please join choir in the 
sanctuary with masks on for choir practice. Choir will 
also continue to meet on Zoom each Thursday at 
4:30pm. See you there! 

The Sunday Special 
The Sunday Special is a spiritual and social support 
group for individuals, families, caregivers and workers 
who live and work with disabilities, special needs, and 
mental health concerns.   

We are aiming to meet (in person) at some point 
this Fall. We have missed you and look forward to 
catching up with you!!! 

God Bless, Amy Sullivan & Penny Cragun 

Kids’ Choir 
Kids’ Choir will be singing in service about once 

a month. Any kids interested in singing in service, 
please email Susan Larson Kidd at 
Susan.LarsonKidd@drslk.com. Thanks! 

Men’s Breakfast  
Join us once again for breakfast and conversation! 

We meet every other Thursday at 8:00am at The New 
London Cafe on East Superior Street.  Our next 
breakfasts are Thursday, September 2, 16, 30. All 
gentlemen are invited to join us.  

Updates To Our Covid-19 Policies 
• Due to the risks from the delta variant, the Covid Safety task force, with input from the staff, has determined 

the following updated guidelines: 

• Masking is required at all times in the building in any public spaces. Staff who are vaccinated have discretion 
about masking when they are working in the office with other staff members.  If someone who is not a staff 
person enters the office, masks will be required for all.   

• Small group meetings are encouraged to take place on Zoom.  If a meeting takes place in-person at church, 
masking and social distancing are required. 

• No Wednesday night meals until further notice. This will allow for more space for Wednesday night 
programming and reduced risk of transmission with indoor eating. 

• Coffee hour will continue outside. If it is raining, it will be served under the tent.   

• No self-service for food or beverages. It will need to either be served to people or provided in individually 
wrapped packets. Servers should be masked, even if outdoors.  

• In worship, the choir can remove their masks during the anthem—with one anthem per service.  People are 
encouraged to avoid sitting at the end of the pews closest to the choir.   

• Extra sanitation practices (such as disinfecting surfaces after each use) is no longer needed.   

Covid-19 Update 

Women’s Brown Bag  

Wednesday, September 22, 12:00pm 
Brown Bag resumes in September.  Make 

time the 4th Wednesday of each month to eat 
lunch with other women from Peace 
Church.  Whether by zoom or in person, it’s 
always fun to re-connect, check in about how 
we are each doing, and talk a little about the 
current season of our souls.  Sometimes we listen to 
a word of Scripture and sometimes we share 
reflections on the season of the year.  Watch the 
weekly updates for further information about our 
September meeting. 

Peace Church Groups 

Morning Book Club 

Thursday, September 16, 10:00am via Zoom 
This month our book group is reading The Four 

Winds by Kristen Hannah. This is a group that reads 
a wide variety of books,  both fiction and non-fiction. 
We welcome new members to this group which has 
lively discussions and lots of laughter as we discuss 
the book we have chosen for the month as well as 
reports on other books each individual recently has 
read. The opinions of all members are respected and 
valued, and we would love to have anyone free on 
that morning join us as our third year begins. A copy 
of each book read is donated to the church library, 
For more information, contact Alice Marks at 
amarks001@charter.net 

I CAN RESONATE WITH YOU IN THE HIGHEST PLACE I AM. SO, I CAN DO NOTHING FOR YOU BUT 
WORK ON MYSELF. YOU CAN NOTHING FOR ME EXCEPT WORK ON YOURSELF.  ~RAM DASS 
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Peace Church Building Use 
This is a friendly reminder to all who would like to 

use space at Peace Church: to schedule a meeting 

at Peace, please email Elise Courtright, our 

Administrative Coordinator, at 

elise@peaceucc.org or call the office at   

218-724-3637. 

Nursery Update 
Although we have fully reopened our doors 

for worship service on Sunday morning, we will keep 
our nursery closed until further notice. Thank you for 
your understanding on this policy as we navigate how 
to safely re-open the nursery. Caretakers with 
children are welcome to use the space for nursing 
or taking a quiet break with your child.  

Peace Church News/Groups 

Peace Prayer Chain 
 We have a whole group of people 
who would love to pray for you! Please 
call the church office (724-3637) or 
Linda Goese (218-341-0918) with your 
prayer concerns.  

Interpreting Services for Worship 
Interpreting Services going into the fall will be 

given on an as-needed basis. If you would like to 
request an Interpreter for worship service please 
contact the office at 218-724-3637 or email Judy Hlina 
at judyhlina@gmail.com.  

~ Peace Church Interpreting Team  

Transition Update 
The search committee is in the process of 

interviewing candidates for the position of interim 
minister for Peace Church. We can expect this 
individual to work with our congregation over the next  
1-2 years, helping us pave the way for a new settled 
pastor. In this time of transition, we will reflect on 
where we’ve been, where we are now, and where we 
hope to be in the future.  

Please contact Jessica Olson, Committee Chair, 
with any questions: jclolson@gmail.com. 

Council Q&A 
A question was asked about whether the Church 

profile used in the search process can be posted for 
the congregation to see. The answer is that the profile 
needs to remain with the Conference to distribute to 
potential candidates. That is also true for the interim 
minister job description. Questions can be sent to 
council@peaceucc.org.  

~Joan Peterson, Vice Moderator 

Council Corner Continued 

Council Minutes 
The council minutes for the July Council meeting 

can be found on our website at peaceucc.org in the 
News and Events section on the homepage. They 
will continue to be posted each month after council 
has approved them. 

Therapeutic SomaYoga  

 Monday, September 13, 9:00-10:15am 

Fireside Room 
Therapeutic SomaYoga for healthy aging. 
Taught by Robin Davidson, PT, RYT, yoga 

therapist in training. This 75 minute class focuses on 
different aspects of the body, mind, and spirit that will 
support you in increased wellness as you age. It is 
very gentle and offers modifications for all levels of 
participants.  Free will donations for the class 
(suggested $10) can be made to the office. This is an 
in person, ongoing class on Mondays (with masks). 
You can also join us through Zoom. Please find the 
Zoom link in your weekly email.  

Monday Book Group 

Monday, September 20, 3:00pm via Zoom 
The Monday Book Group will begin meeting again in September and we welcome you to join us!  The book 

selected for September is The Color of Compromise: The Truth About the American Church’s Complicity in 
Racism by Jemar Tisby.  In this book  Tisby provides a unique survey of American Christianity's racial past, 
revealing the concrete and chilling ways people of faith have worked against racial justice. Understanding our 
racial history sets the stage for solutions, but until we understand the depth of the malady we won't fully 
embrace the aggressive treatment it requires. Given the centuries of Christian compromise with bigotry, 
believers today must be prepared to tear down old structures and build up new ones. This book provides an in-
depth diagnosis for a racially divided American church and suggests ways to foster a more equitable and 
inclusive environment among God's people. Please email pcragun@d.umn.edu if you would like to be part of 
this discussion. 

mailto:judyhlina@gmail.com
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Peace Library 
New Adult Books: 

Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver 

The Wisdom of Forgiveness: Intimate Conversations 
and Journeys by the Dali Lama and Victor Chan 

Peace Like a River by Leif Enger 

African American Literature: A Brief Introduction and 
Anthology by Al Young 

Facing the Climate Emergency: How to Transform 
Yourself with Climate Truth by Margaret Klein 
Salamon with Molly Gage 

New Children's Books: 

Everywhere Babies by Susan Meyers 

Poles Apart: Life at the Ends of the Earth by  
Mark Norman 

Little Quack’s New Friend by Lauren Thompson 

Jesus Calling: Bible Storybook Sarah Young 

The Story of King Arthur and His Knights by  
Howard Pyle 

 

Peace Church News 

The Alternative Lord’s Prayer and a 
Living Tradition 

For a number of years now, Peace Church has 
used an alternative version of the Lord’s Prayer once 
a month.  Some of you probably love the alternative 
versions.  Some of you probably prefer the version 
we’ve been handed by generations past.  To be sure, 
there is comfort in being part of an ancient and living 
tradition.  Its collective wisdom, expressed in 
traditional prayers and hymns, is tried and true.  
Traditional language in worship reminds us we’re part 
of something that goes beyond personal preference – 
surely a good practice for a church in an individualistic 
culture.  For that reason, on most Sundays we use the 
traditional version of the Lord’s Prayer, which scripture 
testifies Jesus taught us: “Our Father…”   

But once a month we use an alternative version.  
The fresh imagery and new metaphors can deepen 
how we experience the world and understand God.  
The Bible itself is a treasure trove of diverse images 
and metaphors for God and God’s action in the world.  
Also, while tradition may be comforting to many, for 
some it can feel constricting and even oppressive.  
We hope that the once a month use of an alternative 
Lord’s Prayer is a good way to stay rooted in the 
historic tradition while remaining open to the 
movement of the Spirit that brings forth new ways of 
praying together the ancient truths we seek to live by. 

~Tom Liddle, Worship and Arts Team 

Welcome to Elise Courtright, who has expanded her role on the staff at Peace 
Church as our new Administrative Coordinator! She will be taking on many parts of 
Janell’s job, coordinating volunteers, updating the website, and offering staff 
support for the Stewardship and Shared Ministry Teams, as well as many special 
projects. She will continue to edit the Peace Bell, as she has been doing for the 
past couple years. And, as Tim Peters leaves his post as Building Use Coordinator, 
she will be in charge of the building calendar, scheduling space for our Peace 
Church events as well as outside group meetings and events. She will be in the 
office Monday through Friday, and can be reached at elise@peaceucc.org. We are 
confident that this multi-faceted job will be in very capable hands! Nancy Nelson will 
continue as our talented Office Coordinator and will be staffing the front office 
Monday through Thursday, and can be reached at office@peaceucc.org. 

Peace Church staff (right) at 
Janell’s staff retirement party 
on August 11. It was a lovely 
time filled with stories, 
thanks and good food. Thank 
you, Janell, for your many 
years! Tim’s staff party was 
on August 19 where staff ate 
pizza and laughed at many 
fond memories. Tim, You will 
be greatly missed! 

Find something you're 
passionate about and 
keep tremendously 
interested in it. 

~Julia Child 
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Regularly Scheduled Team & Committee 
Meetings 
(Please watch emails for updates on meeting times and 
formats) 

Stewardship Team:  
Thursday, Sept 2 
5:30pm  Zoom 

Adult Ed Team:  
TBA 

Dismantling 
Racism Team:  
Thursday, Sept 23 
3:30pm  Fireside Rm 

Children’s Ministry 
Team:  
Thursday, Sept 9 
6:00pm via Zoom 

Worship & Arts 
Committee:  
Tuesday, Sept 14 
5:30pm  

History Team:  
TBD 

Shared Ministry Team:  
Wednesday, Sept 8 
4:00pm via Zoom 

Wednesday Activity Schedule  
5-6pm: Bible Study via Zoom 

6-7:00pm: Middle School (6-8th grades) Youth Group  
under the tent 

6:15pm: Adult Choir in the Sanctuary 

7-8:15pm: Confirmation under the tent (first and third 
Wednesdays of each month) 

OWL (Grade 9) 
If there are any incoming 9th graders out there 

who have not received information about the OWL 
(Our Whole Lives) Sexuality Curriculum, please let 
Nathan know at nathan@peaceucc.org so all our 
youth have an opportunity to be a part of the 
program. We look forward to restarting our OWL 
program in  September. To register, please contact 
Nathan at nathan@peaceucc.org. 

 

 The PEACE BELL 
is a monthly publication of  

Peace United Church of Christ 
Duluth, Minnesota 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
Elise Courtright & 

Nancy Nelson 
Photographer: John Ameel 

PEACE BELL ARTICLES  

are due Monday, September 20 

Send to elise@peaceucc.org 

Virtual Bible Study 

Wednesday Evenings at 5pm  
We read the Gospel lesson for the upcoming 

Sunday several times. Each time we read we are 
listening for the still, small voice of God that will speak 
to us. We learn so much from what is touching other 
people’s hearts as they hear the Gospel too. No prior 
biblical knowledge needed! We close with prayer. 
Please email the office for the Zoom link or look in 
your weekly email update. 

Wednesday Activities 

Youth Group (Grades 6-8) 

Begins September 15 
Youth Group is every Wednesday from  

6:00-7:00pm under the tent or in the Fellowship Hall. 
See Nathan’s page for more details! 

Centering Prayer 

Begins in October 
Centering Prayer is on break for the rest of the 

summer. New plans will be made and announced 
when an interim pastor begins, hopefully in October. 
If you have questions or would like resources, 
contact Jackie Falk at jhfalk@charter.net  

Finance Team:  
Wednesday, Sept 8 
5:00pm  

Property Team: 
Wednesday, Sept 8 
6pm Fellowship Hall 

Food & Fellowship Team:  
check email for details 

Acting for Justice Hub:  
Sunday, Sept 26  

1pm via Zoom 

Climate Justice Team: 
TBA 

Health and Wellness 
Team:  
TBD 

Confirmation (Grades 10-11) 

Begins September 15 
The Second Year Confirmation Class will meet on 

the first and third Wednesdays of each month from 
7:15–8:15pm. You will receive a full schedule by 
email prior to our first class. It will be great to be back 
together again! We also are planning a service 
learning trip with the Pine Ridge Reservation July 22-
30. 

High School Youth  
Program Update 

After some conversations and feedback from 
parents of incoming 9th graders, we are making a 
shift in programing for our high school youth.  
Starting this fall, our 9th grade program offering will 
be our OWL program (sexuality curriculum).  
Confirmation will then start in 10th grade and 
finish in 11th grade.  We hope this new program will 
better serve our youth and give clearer program 
offerings for each grade.   
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Nathan’s Column/Youth 
    

 

 

 

 

 It was the kind of trip that I especially love.  
Five days with five Peace high school youth, 
paddling the beautiful Brule River in Wisconsin, 
and having meaningful conversations.  Almost 
all the youth said they were a bit hesitant to 
come, not knowing exactly what to expect, but 
by the end of the trip, almost all said they 
wanted to come back next year.   

This is the kind of ministry I love.  I am grateful to Camp Amnicon (where I was a canoe guide in 2004 and 
2005!) for making this experience memorable for our youth.  One highlight was seeing the youth improve their 
white water paddling skills and gain in their own confidence.  Some youth had paddled before on lakes, but 
some had only a little experience, and by the end of the 3 days paddling on the river, almost all could 
successfully stern and follow the flow of the sometimes challenging river.   

As our youth now know, it takes practice to learn how to read a river, to know when to flow with the speed of 
the current and when you’re going too fast and needed to whip the canoe around and rest in an eddy behind a 
rock.  Then again, sometimes you just accept that you’re headed for a rock or a tree, and that’s when you duck, 
push off, or (occasionally) tip and enjoy a refreshing, up-close relationship with the river.  It’s a full on 
experience of being present to the beauty and challenges that life often brings.   

It’s no wonder our conversations in the morning and evening were so rich and meaningful.  I think it was our 
second night together, when we passed that first stage of settling in, when the kids fired off all kinds of 
questions about God, religions besides Christianity, and even the nature of evil.  That set the stage.  Once we 
were on the river, we went deeper every time we joined in the talking circle that our guides from Amnicon helped 
facilitate.  The most powerful conversation we had was on our last night, when we were given the Amnicon “Chi-
Rho” necklaces and went around giving each other affirmations.  It was beautiful to watch each youth be able to 
articulate what they loved about the other, having just spent many days together with challenges and laughter.  
Then a bit later, the youth wanted to take one step further into vulnerability.  They started to articulate it as what 
they didn’t like about themselves, but I offered a reframe on the conversation on where they might want to 
personally grow more deeply.  It was incredible to witness as each youth shared about themselves and the rest 
encouraged, valuing the honesty and trying to offer a confidence boost to work on their growth.  This was 
community at its best, able to hold each as a whole person.   

It is my prayer that each of us experience this kind of community.  Not all of us can or want to go on a 5 day 
white water canoe trip (though I know some in this Peace community certainly love to).  But all of us have some 
kind of opportunity in our lives to experience relationship, to be real with each other, to share all of ourselves 
with someone who cares about us.  This is beloved community.  This is what God calls us to and what Jesus 
embodied.  May it be so in our lives.   

~Nathan Holst 

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in.” 

 ~Leonard Cohen 

Conference Youth Event  

Friday to Sunday, Oct 8-10 
Middle and High School Youth!  This is 

still a month off, but wanted to make sure 
you all knew early that we’re planning to go 
to the Conference Youth Event at the 
Osprey Wilds Environmental Learning 
Center on Oct. 8-10. It’s going to be tons of 
fun, so get it on your calendars early. Cost 
is $100 with sliding scale available.  
Because of the nature of covid right now, 
we do need participants to be fully 
vaccinated.  As we get closer, we will give 
updates if there are changes based on 
covid data.   

September Youth Group  
After a summer break with our weekly youth group, we’re 

rebooting our middle school (6th-8th grade) youth program 
and will plan to meet in person every week under the tent 
from 6:00-7:00 as long as we’re able.  Nathan will be in touch 
weekly over email to share any changes or adaptations to the 
plan.  If we have too cold or rainy weather any week, Nathan 
will email the plan and we’ll likely move to zoom for that 
week.  In terms of plans for what we do together, we’ll be 
using our usual Peer Ministry program, with some pandemic 
adaptations.  Looking forward to seeing many of you under 
the tent on Sept. 15! 

High 
School 
youth on 
their 
canoe trip 
on the 
Brule 
River in 
August.  
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Sharon’s Column/Children’s Ministry 
In 2003 I was certified by Niscala Devi to be a yoga therapist for people experiencing cardiac and cancer 

issues. Niscala had worked with Dean Ornish, MD in the Lifestyle Heart Trial which was the first clinical study to 
show scientific evidence that heart disease could be reversed using an all natural, healthy lifestyle regime that 
was at its very root based in yogic philosophy. This idea is now mainstream and is accepted as true by most 
scientists and cardiologists. 

There were 5 components that worked together to reverse cardiac disease: 

A very low fat whole-food vegetarian diet, stress management techniques, moderate exercise, smoking 
cessation and last but not least psychosocial support. If this last component was absent, the healing was not 
effective. The last component was really very much about establishing a supportive community for the individual 
and their healing process. 

My thought process moves to the absolute importance of human connection and community. If community 
support is crucial in healing, then isn’t a supportive community needed before illness sets in as a crucial piece of 
simply being well? Healthy in body, mind and spirit? This could be the chicken that comes before the egg. The 
continuity of supportive people and the community we establish for our children therefore must have a positive 
wellbeing effect on their mental and physical health as well as our own, encouraging wellness now and far into 
the future. We are able to create mental and physical health in our Peace community  through connection and 
support. So simple. So profound. We all probably understand this but do we create this wellness support 
with  intent? 

I am hoping that the children’s programing we create together at Peace Church this fall can offer the type of 
support that will benefit our children throughout their lives. Please check out what is offered this September and 
October and ask your children how they would like to participate. 

We are so looking forward to creating an environment the kids will thrive in. Here are our fall plans:  

Kids Club with Sharon will be the second and fourth Thursday under the tent from 5 to 6pm. Snack will be 
provided. Dates are Sept. 9 and 23 and October 14 and 28. More details to come! 

Sunday School GET-TOGETHER: the kids will be in person the third Sunday of each month under the tent 
or in Fellowship Hall where there is lots of space for safety. All grades will work as a group on fun activities. 
Save the dates for September 19 and October 17 at 9:30am. 

Sunday School on Zoom with Sharon begins September 26 from 9:30 to 10:00am. Plenty of time to get to 
10:30 service! A recorded version on the private Peace Read Aloud Story Time FB page. Make sure you join if 
you haven't yet! 

September 12 is Rally Sunday! Join us for root beer floats after service! Third Grade and Kindergarten 
Bibles will be handed out during coffee hour along with Zoom Sunday School activity bags. 

FALL FEST is October 10! Save the date for this intergenerational celebration of the season! 

~Sharon Dawson 

Sharon along with many youth and adult 
volunteers enjoyed many activities under the 
tent and in the back parking lot for VBS in 
August. Activities included papier mâché, tie 
dye, making stepping stones, and walks 
along our Peace Trail.  
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Stewardship 

 Gratitude Moment by Annette Strom (from worship on Sunday, August 15) 
Good morning Peace friends. For those of you who don’t know me, I’m Annette Strom and I’ve been working 

in Singapore and teaching at an international school with my husband Tim for the last 3 years. As an active 
Peace Church member prior to this international adventure, I was always grateful for a church that is accepting 
of everyone. I have been grateful for opportunities to serve in unique ways like being able to share the spirit of 
dance in worship services with my friend Susan Ranfranz while others share their gifts of music, drama, poetry, 
prayer, etc. I have been grateful for the social justice ministries that keep us focused on what our work as 
Christians really is about.  

That may be where my little gratitude mission moment ended if there hadn’t been a global pandemic raging 
for the last 1 ½ years! I have found more things I am grateful for at Peace as we have been literally stuck on a 
little island halfway around the world for the past two summer breaks. I am so grateful to the people at Peace 
who have stepped up to make life better at this time. People like Cathy Wood who cleans up my garden and Ian 
Connell for climbing up on our roof after a storm to fix a vent. Gratitude for all the people working on Peace 
Church technology who have made connections from abroad possible. Gratitude to all the people of the Bible 
study group who are on my computer on early Singapore Thursday mornings; they give me hope when I’m 
down and new insights into the world around us. And today, a special shout out to Janell and Tim as they retire; 
I’m so grateful that Janell has personally answered so many questions and kept us ‘in the loop’ from afar and 
that Tim has single handedly taken care of our home. 

Peace Church is blessed with these people and so many others, and I am grateful to be part of this 
community.  Thank you for your love and prayers and I hope to see you all in person in 2022! 

Rooted in Love, Growing in Hope Together 
     This has been a year of challenges. We have had to make changes in our lives that were difficult, 

sometimes leaving us feeling isolated and depleted. We long for connection: to each other, and to our own 
and our community’s spiritual well-being.   

     The UCC theme for this year's Stewardship Campaign is “Rooted in Love”, which feels so fitting for 
our congregation during this time of transition. We are reminded of and find comfort in knowing that we are 
truly rooted in love—the love of our God and the life of Jesus Christ, but also in our care and concern for 
each other.  

     The Peace Church Stewardship Team has decided to add our own tagline: “Growing in Hope 
Together” to remind us that there is hope offered through faith and scriptural text. As the pandemic 
subsides, we will build (and rebuild) the relationships with each other because they are integral to our 
spiritual well-being and faith journeys. We need each other for support, community, and inspiration. 

     During this interim time at Peace, we must remember that the church is not a building or its leader, 
but us! We are members and friends who come together with love and hope. We are called back into 
fellowship to nourish our souls and to show up in the life of our church to do the work we are called to do. 

Come—be part of this 
exciting transitional time 
in the life of Peace 
Church. Show up with 
open hearts to support 
this powerful community 
of faith. 

Romans 15:13: May the 
God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace as you trust 
in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

~Your Stewardship Team 
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Community 

Duluth/Superior Pride 2021 
The schedule for Labor Day Weekend is as follows: 

Thursday, September 2, 5:00pm: Mayor's Reception, Duluth 
Depot,  Duluth, MN 

Saturday, September 4, 11:00am-7:00pm: Duluth Superior 
Pride Festival, Bayfront Festival Park, Duluth, MN 

Sunday, September 5, 12:00pm: Duluth Superior Pride Parade, 
Superior, WI 

More info and events can be found at duluthsuperiorpride.com.  

Pride Sunday Worship  
at Coppertop Church 

Sunday, September 5  

9:00am Breakfast 
10:00am Worship Service 

First United Methodist Church  
230 E. Skyline Parkway  

Please join our friends at the Coppertop 
Church to celebrate Pride Sunday. There will 
be a breakfast at 9:00am before worship 
service at 10:00am. You are then invited to 
join the Duluth/Superior Pride Parade at 
noon in Superior, WI. See you there! 

 

AmeriCorps 
Interested in renting a room to an AmeriCorps 

Vista Volunteer?  If you have a guest room or space 
you’d like to share, contact Lucas Giese, AmeriCorps 
VISTA Program Coordinator, Ecolibrium3, 
lucas@ecolibrium3.org, 715-577-2576.   AmeriCorps 
volunteers are on limited income and do good work in 
our communities.  Ecolibrium can guide you through 
the process to make a space in your home available.   

Join UCC Friends on a Trip  
to the Border 

 Mayflower UCC in Minneapolis is planning a trip 
to the border October 27–31. Our agenda includes 
meeting with Kate Scott, co-founder and director of 
Madrean Archipelago, to learn about how the border 
wall has affected people, wildlife, water, and many 
other aspects of life. We will meet with a rancher at 
the border to see the militarization of his ranch and 
spend time in a new shelter in Nogales Sonora, 
Mexico, with which Rev Randy Mayer is very 
involved. We will also travel to Douglas, AZ, to learn 
of the amazing work of Fronterdecristo and make a 
trip to the area of the border that affects the O’odham 
tribal communities and learn how their land and 
community have been affected by the militarization of 
their land. We also hope to have a lawyer from the 
ACLU address the group. 

 If you are interested in participating in this trip, 
please contact Charlotte Frantz for further 
information.  Participation is limited and members of 
Mayflower will have first priority. 

MS Specific Adaptive Yoga Class 

Monday, September 2, 10:30am-12:00pm 

Peace Church, Fireside Room 
This class is taught by Robin Davidson, PT, RYT 

and Kathy Dodge, RYT through courage Kenny 
Northland. It is held in the fireside room from 10:30-
12:00. It is designed to support people living with MS. 
Please pass the information on to anyone in the 
community that you think would benefit. To register 
for a 6 week session contact Mark Hanna at 218-491
-0585. If you have questions about the class, contact 
Robin at 218-310-4749. 

Six students were recognized as Foy scholars at an Award 
Event held July 31 at Peace Church.  For the first time this 
year, an award was given to a student who started college 
more than a decade after graduating from high school.  Jillian 
Hogan graduated from Denfeld High School in 2008, is a 
mother of four, and has worked with youth and coached youth 
sports.  She wants to be an educator and is currently enrolled 
at the College of St. Scholastica.  Other scholars are Alexis 
Edmond, Jordin Kovach,  Ariana St. Germaine, Geovany 
Saldivar and Malachi Simiyu.  Pastor Pamela Ngunjiri of St. 
Mark AME and Rev. Charlotte Frantz from Peace are pictured 
here with Jillian, Jordin, Ariana and Geovany. 
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CHUM 
CHUM is “People of faith working together to 

provide basic necessities, 
foster stable lives, and 
organize for a just and 

compassionate community.” 

Peace Church Meals for the  
CHUM Drop In Center  

(located at 125 North 1st Ave West) 
Please note that all food is prepared at Peace 
Church, dropped off at Chum, and served by  

Chum staff.  

Wednesday Chum Breakfast: 
September 8 & 22 

Donations are always appreciated. If you would like 
to drop off a donation, please email Elise Courtright 

at elise@peaceucc.org to find out what we need. 

Thursday Chum Dinner: September 16 
Donations of food for the dinner are always welcome! 
Let us know if you’d like to be on the email list to provide 

food and/or help make sandwiches or deliver food to 
Chum. Contact the church office at 218-724-3637 or 

elise@peaceucc.org. 

Donations Needed! 

For the Food Shelf 

Canned pears, fruit cocktail, pineapple, mandarin 
oranges, chicken noodle & cream of mushroom 
soup, peanut butter, tuna, spam, Spaghettios, chili, 
stew, chunky soups, pasta sides, rice-a-roni & 
ramen, cold cereal, pork and beans. Donations are 
accepted Monday through Friday 
at the Downtown location from 
9:00am to12:00pm. 
 
*If you have something to donate, 
please call (218) 720-6521 to 
schedule a drop off at Chum. 

Thank You from Chum 
We receive “Thank You” letters each month from 

Chum for regular contributions from our 
congregation, as well as special gifts for Chum’s 
many ministries. Thanks to you all for your support! 

Free Online Mental Health Support Groups for Individuals and Families 
 NAMI Minnesota (National Alliance on Mental Illness) offers a variety of free online peer support groups 

for adults and young adults living with a mental illness, their families, friends, spouses/partners, as well as 
parents of children and teens. African-American, GLBTQ and BIPOC community focused groups are also 
offered. Led by trained peer facilitators, the support groups help individuals and families learn coping skills 
and find strength through sharing their experiences. Find a complete listing of group meetings and how to join 
in by going to namimn.org and clicking on “Support Groups” or go straight to https://namimn.org/support/nami
-minnesota-support-groups/. 

Peace CHUM 
delegate, Angie 
Miller, speaking at 
CHUM’s Transitional 
Celebration where 
Lee Stuart was 
thanked for her eight 
years with CHUM 
and John Cole was 
welcomed to 
Duluth. John is 
CHUM’s new 
Executive Director. 

We Are All America 
Are you looking for a way to assist Afghan refugees?  We 
Are All America has put together a helpful explanation 
about advocacy that is currently needed so that refugees 
can get the visas they need for resettlement.  There is also 
a long list of links where you can find information about who 
to contact and sample letters or phone call messages.   

Please check out https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1jvCmVbl30mQFxMFRXCGRcWpXqPJUuBhoSXIWhUGPRNo/edit  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jvCmVbl30mQFxMFRXCGRcWpXqPJUuBhoSXIWhUGPRNo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jvCmVbl30mQFxMFRXCGRcWpXqPJUuBhoSXIWhUGPRNo/edit


13 

 

A Word For Justice 
St. Mark Giving Garden  

At the St. Mark Giving Garden (Bertha's Kids Garden) at 323 E. 
7th Street, we are growing many things! 

 Food, skills, neighborhood relationships, connections, 
partnerships— including with Peace Church through the Jubilee 
fund and through members who have chosen to volunteer with the 
St. Mark Giving Garden Food Access Project.  But one of the 
biggest things growing is gratitude. As we prepare to harvest and 
share food grown in the Giving Garden as well as other partner 
gardens, we give thanks....for this healing, healing, healing 
nourishment... To you, Peace Church, and many partners who 
have made this start-up season of the St. Mark Giving Garden 
possible.... and to the One who breathes Spirit and possibility into 
soil and hearts. We still need wisdom, hands, partners, and funds 
to make it to the end of this first season and to vision for the next 
phases of the Giving Garden project. You're invited to wander by 
and see what's unfolding in Bertha's Kids Garden. 

If you'd like to be involved as a volunteer in or other ways, 
contact Sarah Nelson (Sarah@silvercliff.net) or Regina Laroche 
(reginalaroche@hotmail.com)  

If you're interested in donating financially, please send your 
check to our Fiscal Agency Partner: 

      Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
      219 North 6th Ave. 
      Duluth, MN  55805  Attn:  Kathy Wimer    
      Note "Giving Garden Donation, Peace Church" in memo line. 

   International Day  
of Peace 

Saturdays, September 4, 11  
and 18 from 2:00-4:00pm 

Sponsored by the  
Acting for Justice Hub 

You are invited to celebrate the 
International Day of Peace by 
participating in a Virtual Film 
Festival!  Leading up to Peace Day 
on September 21, World Beyond 
War is hosting a special online Film 
Fest  to expose the impact of 
militarism around the world and the 
power of nonviolence.  The festival 
will span 3 weekends-September 4, 
September 11, and September 18 
with each film beginning at 
2:00pm.  The films will cover a 
multitude of themes, including 
colonial violence in Canada, military 
base pollution in Washington state, a 
coup d’etat in Haiti, and how 
nonviolent peacekeeping effectively 
ended a civil war. Watch the weekly 
emails for further information and a 
link to register for this festival! For 
more information, contact Penny 
Cragun at pcragun@d.umn.edu 

Excerpts From The General Synod Report  
by Cyndi Brown (from worship on Sunday, Aug 15) 
Several of the 50 workshops dealt with environmental issues and 

climate change.  And one of the resolutions which the delegates affirmed 
was entitled, “Who Will Speak for the Trees?” 

This resolution calls us to an interactional relationship with Nature, a 
switch from thinking of Nature as an “it” (or an object) to thinking of 
Nature as a “thou,” (or a “you”), alive with the presence of God’s spirit 
and part of God’s beloved community.  We are all members of the 
community of the Earth; we are co-participants in Nature and are called 
to respond compassionately to the cries of Nature... 

God said, “Have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds 
of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth" (Gen. 1:26). 

In the original language, to have dominion over the Earth and all living 
beings is to love and care for the Earth, as God does.  This 
understanding of dominion implies an intimate connection with creation, 
an “I” and “thou” or “I” and “you” interaction, rather than a view of the 
Earth as an object, or an “it”... 

Each of us has a voice.  We each can teach others, and learn from 
others.  We each have value and wisdom.  Some of us may work in what 
is termed as “extractive industries,” or like me, have family who have 
done so.  This includes logging, mining, oil extraction, etc.  My 
grandfather came from Finland to work the copper mines in Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula.  With what he earned as a miner, he was able to move 
on and eventually became co-owner of a grocery store, and he began a 
family. 

We each have a seat at God’s table.  As such, there is no room for 
demonizing each other for the work we do.  But there is plenty of room for 
finding ways to love our world, love our Earth, love each other.   There is 
plenty of room for creative listening and discussion, innovation and action 
on behalf of our beloved planet. 
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Peace People  

Thank You! 

➢ To our Sunday tech team: Susan Larson Kidd, Tyler Stark, 
Alex Dean and Paul O’Brien who make live-streaming 
services possible. 

➢ To those who provided special music in August: the Choir, 
Susan Larson Kidd, Ron Deters, Ian Connell, Nathan Holst, 
Melanie Sever, Vince Osborn, and the Kids Choir. 

➢ Thank you to the many volunteers and committees who are 
taking on extra duties and responsibilities during this time 
of transition without a lead pastor. Staff is working hard to 
continue to make our church a vibrant and positive place to 
worship and your help makes it all the easier. Thank You! 

➢ Thanks to Dave Courtright for patching the potpoles in our 
parking lot and changing the lightbulbs in the sanctuary! 

➢ Many thanks to those who made the Foy Scholarship 
Award Ceremony an enjoyable and meaningful 
event: Gayle Kelly, Betty Greene, Cathy and John Ameel, 
Harriet Crofts, Jo Johnson, Mary Adams, Susan Larson 
Kidd, Doug Bowen-Bailey, Jim Pospisil, Nancy Nelson and 
Charlotte Frantz.  Pastor Pamela Ngunjiri appreciated our 
efforts and enjoyed meeting all of us. 

➢ A sincere thank you to the Peace Church community—you 
have made my job as Peace office coordinator so 
enjoyable for the past 20 years! Thanks to the awesome 
staff I have worked with, and all the people on the HR 
committee and the Council for the retirement gift, and for all 
the hours they dedicate to the good of Peace Church. 
Special gratitude to Pastor Kathy—working with her was an 
inspiration and a joy.  A big thank you for the special coffee 
hour (thanks to Cathy Ameel and crew!), and to all of you 
for the many cards, gifts, and kind words. I look forward to 
continuing to be with you all in the sanctuary, narthex, and 
fellowship hall, just not in the office! ~Janell Kohls 

➢ A huge thank you to all who participated and helped out 
with Vacation Bible School—Elise and Dave Courtright, 
Nina Preheim, Amanda Hunter, Elaine Schmid, Pat Nelson, 
Charlotte Frantz, Nathan Holst, Susan Larson Kidd, Harriet 
Crofts, and our wonderful youth helpers. 

➢ Steve Coll sends his thanks to the following wonderful 
friends: Pamela Mittlefehldt for beautiful cards on all 
occasions; Sarah Jessico for kind letters and wonderful 
collages; Cathy Ameel for her kind notes; Cindy Macaulay 
for flowers (on cards); Tim Larson for art supplies, letters, 
and terrific cards; Pastor Kathy for cards and daily prayers; 
Pastor Nathan for birthday cards; Nettie Bothwell for phone 
chats; Doug and Holly Bowen-Bailey for food, advice, 
transportation, and support of all kinds; and all the people 
of Peace Church for their ongoing prayers. 

➢ Dear donors, workers and shoppers: from the bottom of our 
hearts, thank you for all you did to make this year’s 
rummage sale a huge success! There were so many 
adaptations this year, from the time it was held to the 
mixture of inside/outside items for sale to the 'donation 
please' pricing. It all went so smoothly thanks to generous 
contributions of stuff, time, and energy. We got a running 
start on the tent replacement and had a good time while 
doing it!   ~Cindy Macaulay 

Keep in Your Prayers 
➢ Nettie Bothwell who is in hospice at 

Viewcrest. 

➢ Jan Eschbach recovering at home from 
major electrical burns received in an 
accident. 

➢ All those undergoing treatment for cancer: 
Jerry Cleveland, Terri Shannon, Mary 
Caine-Hafdahl, Kim Kruger, Jim 
Soderberg, Marg Paulson and others.  

➢ All our members living in long-term care 
facilities: Joyce Riggle at Park Point; Mike 
Nugent at the Silver Bay Veterans Home; 
Steve Coll at St. Anne’s; Amanda Cran at 
Bishop Woods; and Sharon Kirtley at 
ViewCrest. 

Sympathy To 
➢ Sympathy to Amy Westbrook and family, 

on the death of her father, George Dewey. 
➢ To Nadine Hubert, on the death of her 

aunt, Liz.  

Memorials 
➢ For the Transportation Fund in honor of 

Tim Peters: Steven Davis and Terese 
Tomanek. 

➢ For the Gabriel Fund in memory of Cheryl 
Walsh: Marg Paulson, Joan and Alan 
Peterson, Joan Severson.  

➢ For the PK Fund in memory of Cheryl 
Walsh: Ken and Mary Wergeland, Thomas 
Conrad, Lynn and Pat Devlin, Gary and 
Janell Kohls, Dick and Linda Goese, Merilis 
Huff, Diane and Mike Swanoski, Geof and 
Gudrun Witrak, Greg Hansen, Laurie 
Berner, James Walsh, John and Cathy 
Ameel.  

Recycling Peace 
➢ Free to good home: Couch, 83” long, 

Amish-built, plaid fabric with a tear on the 
back (which can be easily hidden). If 
interested, contact Bill Hardesty at 218-310
-5761. You will have to make your own 
arrangements for moving it. 

➢ There are two remaining items from the 
rummage sale that we're pretty sure 
someone wants—a lovely hope chest and 
an old treadle sewing machine, both in a 
corner of the Fellowship Hall—make a 
donation. ~Cindy Macaulay 
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Please bring 2-3 dozen cookies, bars, 
crackers or fruit on your morning  

to help with coffee hour! THANKS! 

Special Music 
    If you are interested in providing special music, 

please contact Jim at jim@peaceucc.org to schedule 
a Sunday worship service that works for you. Thanks! 

Monday Meals 
Though most of our volunteer ministries were 

suspended during the pandemic, providing Monday 
meals for Loaves and Fishes Dorothy Day House is 
still going strong, thanks to our faithful volunteers. If 
you are interested in joining this group to sign up to 
bring a meal, email elise@peaceucc.org or access 
the schedule on our website under the menu “for 
volunteers.” Here is the schedule for this month: 

September 6: volunteer needed 

September 13: Gayle Kelly 

September 20: Christine Day 

September 27: Nancy Taggart 

Update: The kitchen at Dorothy Day House is now 
mostly functional! Please plan for 8-10 people as 
numbers are still low due to Covid. The door is still 
locked some of the time so please call Joel's cell  
(218-340-4356) to arrange for delivery of your meal. 

Many thanks to all our volunteers! 

Sunday Lay Leader  
Schedule 

September 5: volunteer 
needed 

September 12: John 
Pokrzywinski 

September 19: volunteer 
needed 

September 26: volunteer 
needed 

 Volunteer Ushers/Greeters 
Now that we are fully open we need to have at 

least a few ushers and greeters for service. If you 
can help out please email Elise at 
elise@peaceucc.org or look for a sign-up in your 
weekly email. 

Coffee Hour Volunteers 

Sundays at 9:45am 

Coffee Hour volunteers will help set up, serve and 
clean up after coffee hour. Additionally, please bring  
2-3 dozen cookies, bars or an equivalent of fresh fruit 
or veggies. Here’s who is scheduled in this month: 

September 5: Holly Bowen-Bailey, Laurie Anderson, 
Pat and Angela O’Connell, Anne and Kevin Skwira-
Brown.  

September 12 (Rally Sunday): Holly Bowen-Bailey, 
Kay and Bob Stevens, Katey Fornear and the 
Children’s Ministry Team, Diane and Mike Swanoski. 

September 19: Laurie Anderson, Molly Watson, 
Owen Fifield, Todd and Kim Landon, Doreen 
Marciniak.  

September 26: Holly Bowen-Bailey, Molly Watson, 
Dennis Hamsher, Elsie Cook. 

Sunday Usher Schedule 
September 5: Warren Post, volunteer needed 

September 12: Warren Post, volunteer needed 

September 19: Warren Post, volunteer needed 

September 26: Warren Post, volunteer needed 

September Volunteer Schedules 

Sunday Greeter Schedule 
September 5: volunteers needed 

September 12: Amy and Bob Sullivan 

September 19: volunteers needed 

September 26: volunteers needed 

An Update For All Damiano Volunteers 
Damiano was planning on bringing back 

volunteers in September to prep and serve the dinner 
meal but with Covid cases on the rise again due to 
the Delta variant, they are waiting a little longer. 
Flora, the kitchen manager, says she misses you all 
and is really looking forward to having Peace Church 
back as soon as it is safe. We will update you further 
when we know more! Thanks volunteers! 

Ian Connell (left) 
singing at a tent 
service on Sunday, 
August 8, and Cindy 
Macaulay (above) 
participating in 
worship service as our 
lay leader on Sunday, 
August 15.  

mailto:janell@peaceucc.org.r
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PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF 
Pastoral Care Chaplain: Gudrun Witrak 

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Minister:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Sharon Dawson 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation:  
Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, Rev. John Szarke,  
Rev. Sara Olson Dean, Rev. Jan Murphy,  
Rev. Holly Pederson 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Monday-Thursday: 9am-3pm, Friday: closed 

PHONE:  218-724-3637 Web: peaceucc.org Facebook: peace.church.duluth  
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Pastor: pastor@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org  

Jim: jim@peaceucc.org       Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org    Sharon: Sharon@peaceucc.org 
        Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org    Rose: rose@peaceucc.org 

Elise: elise@peaceucc.org   Gudrun: gwitrak@gmail.com 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Service online at 10:30am 

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events,  
please send an email request to the church office: office@peaceucc.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

Bookkeeper: Rosemary Feriancek 

Administrative Coordinator: Elise Courtright 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

 


