
  

 

JULY 2021 

Notable Dates 
Sunday, July 4: Independence Day 

Wednesday, July 14: Kids’ Club (see page 11) 

Wednesday & Friday, July 28 & 30: High School   
and Middle School St. Louis River Canoe Day Trips 
(see page 10) 

Saturday, July 31: Arthur Foy Scholarship Award 
Ceremony (see page 14) 

Saturday, August 14: Peace Church Rummage 
Sale (see page 4) 

Tuesday thru Friday, August 17-20: Vacation 
Bible School (see page 11). Registration link found on 
our website or in the weekly email. 
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Peace Church Directory 
It is once again directory time for Peace United 

Church of Christ!  The last directory was printed in 
2014, so many things have changed at Peace 
including people who attend or have left. More 
information on dates, specifics for photos and how to 
get involved with this important outreach of our 
church will be coming in future Peace Bell and email 
updates. 

2021 Senior Graduates wrapped in their Senior 
blankets received in worship service on June 6. On 
Sunday, May 30 we celebrated the re-opening of our 
church following Covid with a Kids’ PJ parade. 
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Summer is here, the weather is warm and the sun is bright! Our Chum vegetable garden, which is located near 
the Peace Trail by the lower parking lot, is planted and thriving. This year we planted potatoes, tomatoes, carrots, 
zucchini, winter squash, onions, cabbage, broccoli, cucumbers, and green beans. All of our fresh organic produce 
will be donated to the Chum Food Shelf. We have many garden helpers including three baby bunnies whose nest 
was found in one of our garden beds. We planted around the nest and are currently hoping our garden bunnies 
don’t help themselves to our garden goodies. Pictured above are Dave Clark and Carrie Plamann who helped 
plant the garden in June and our Kids’ Pumpkin Patch from seeds started by our Peace kids. 

Transition Corner 
Annual Meeting Summary 

Peace Church’s Annual Program meeting was held after worship on June 6. Over 70 congregants gathered in 
the sanctuary and several more took part via livestream technology. A quorum was established. The congregation 
received and accepted the Annual Reports from Committees and Teams. Copies of the Annual Report booklet are 
available through the church office. The annual assembly recognized and affirmed the committees. We are 
most appreciative of their continued service to the Church and wider community.  

After Council elections and committee recognitions, Tom Hystead, the new Moderator, introduced the 
Coordinating Council’s recommendation for Peace Church to call a second interim pastor. Members of the 
Council addressed the recommendation and presented the rationale for it. There was a motion from Council to 
call an Interim minister. After a lengthy question and answer period the discussion was closed and the motion 
passed. Paper ballots were distributed and collected from those in attendance, members attending online were also 
able to vote. The results: 58 votes in favor of searching for an interim pastor, 11 votes against searching for an 
interim pastor, and one abstention.  

There was additional discussion on a range of concerns and questions that will need to be addressed in the 
upcoming year. The issues included:  

• What are the financial implications on the budget resulting from a second pastoral search.  

• How can we do better at maintaining a healthy working environment for staff?   

• What boundaries are there in friendships with Pastor Kathy? PLEASE NOTE: The Council has no authority 
over boundaries. The responsibility for setting boundaries lies with Pastor Kathy (clergy). She is not being 
punished or had any loss in standing with the Conference. 

• Bettering our understanding of Peace Church’s relation with the MN Conference of the UCC. 

• Creating better communication between the church/Council/staff. 

The discussion was spirited and lasted for an hour or more. The Council gained a great deal of perspective from 
the congregation and better understanding of what we will need to work on in the coming year. I believe that I can 
speak for the Council to say that we are grateful and humbled by the passion and commitment to Peace Church 
that everyone showed at the Annual meeting. 

~Respectfully submitted, Tom Hystead, Moderator  

Keeping Peace Active, Engaged, and Amazing! 

Kids at our first Kids’ 
Club meeting on June 
16 enjoyed a treasure 
hunt along our Peace 
Trail followed by snack, 
art, balloons and 
bubbles! Thanks to 
Sharon for leading 
along with the 
Children’s Ministry 
Team for assisting. 
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Sundays in July 

We continue to have worship on Sunday mornings, at 8:30am (once a month) and 10:30am (every Sunday). 
Our 8:30 service is a Taizé Service (prayer, song, scripture, and meditation). At our 10:30 service, we usually 
share communion the first Sunday of the month. We will be alternating outdoor worship with indoor service in 
the sanctuary each week. Masks must be worn indoors. Service will continue to be livestreamed via our web-
site (www.peaceucc.org) when service is held in the sanctuary. We look forward to seeing you at church! 

Taizé Service  
Sunday, July 11, 8:30am 

In the sanctuary and livestreamed 

This service is modeled after services held at the 
Taizé Community in France. Taizé is a worship 
experience wholly dedicated to prayer and to hearing 
God’s word, using song, scripture, and silent 
meditation. 

Sunday, July 4 

10:30am: Worship service will be held in the sanctuary 
and via our livestream. Gary Boelhower will be our 
guest preacher. 

Special music by Ron Deters, Susan Larson Kidd  
and Tyler Stark. 

Sunday, July 11 

8:30am: Taizé Service in the sanctuary and 
livestreamed. 

10:30am: Join us for worship under the tent.  
There will be no livestream for this service. 

Scripture: John 10: 7-16 

Sermon: “Sheep and the Shepherd” by Bob Stevens 

Special music by the Kids’ Choir 

Sunday, July 18 

10:30am: Worship service will be held in the sanctuary 
and via our livestream. 

Sermon by John Cole, the new Chum director. 

Special music: TBD 

Sunday, July 25 

10:30am: Join us for worship service under the tent. 
There will be no livestream for this service. 

Sermon by Nathan Holst 

Special music by The Tent Band 

Peace Church Building Use 
This is a friendly reminder to all who 

would like to use space at Peace Church: 

to schedule a meeting at Peace, please 

call Building Use Coordinator,  

Tim Peters at 314-566-2651.  

Special Music 
    If you are interested in providing special music, 

please contact Jim at jim@peaceucc.org to schedule 
a Sunday worship service that works for you. Thanks! 

 Summer Outdoor Coffee Hour 

    11:30 following service  
    Summer is here and the tent is 
up!  Come join us for a reboot of 
Sunday coffee hour after the 
10:30 service.  We will gather 
outside to enjoy coffee, juice and 
treats. If the weather does not 

allow outdoor coffee hour we will gather in the 
Fellowship Hall. If you wish to attend church in person 
just come downstairs after the service.  If you are 
watching the service via the livestream at home then 
come over right after. We will serve from about 
11:30am to 12:30pm. Volunteer Helpers are needed. 
Please see your weekly email for a sign-up link. Hope 
to see you there! 

Kids’ Choir 
Hi parents! Just a reminder Kids’ Choir is 
singing on July 11 at the 10:30am worship 
service! We will practice at 10:15am before 
the service. If you haven’t connected with me 
to get the song for practice, please email 
Susan Larson Kidd at 
Susan.LarsonKidd@drslk.com, the church 
office, or Sharon. Thanks! 

~Susan Larson Kidd 

We enjoyed our first tent service on June 13 which 
was located under the big yellow tent near the back 
parking lot. Outdoor service will be held every other 
Sunday during the summer. See schedule above. 
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Peace Church News/Gatherings 

Peace Prayer Chain 
 We have a whole group of people 
who would love to pray for you! 
Please call the church office (724-
3637) or Linda Goese (218-341-
0918) with your prayer concerns.  

Choir 
Wednesdays at 6:15pm in the sanctuary 

In person choir has begun! Please join choir in the 
sanctuary with masks on for choir practice. Choir will 
also continue to meet on Zoom each Thursday at 
4:30pm. See you there! 

     Casual Conversations 
It has been fun gathering together for a meal and 

conversation via Zoom these last few months. Now 
that our church is open again and we are holding 
coffee hour after service, casual conversations will be 
on hold until further notice. We hope to see you in 
church service, at coffee hour, or any other gathering, 
event or volunteer opportunity taking place. Thanks! 

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
Wednesday, July 28  

12:00pm under the yellow tent  
  Conversation will be facilitated by Charlotte 

Frantz and Janell Kohls. If you would like to join this 
group please email the office at office@peaceucc.org 

Peace Parent Group  
The Peace Church Parenting Group is taking a 

break for the summer. Please look for updates on 
meeting dates in the fall. Thanks! 

Men’s Breakfast Resumes 
For many years a group of early risers have 

enjoyed breakfast and conversation on a regular 
basis. After vaccinations have been accomplished, we 
feel safe in resuming. We meet every other Thursday 
at 8:00am at The New London Cafe on East Superior 
Street.  Our next breakfast is Thursday, July 8 & 22. 
All gentlemen are invited to join us.  

Summer Tent Use Policy 
We are excited to have a large outdoor tent for 

church members, committees and outside groups to 
use this summer. Tent use will need to be 
prearranged and scheduled through our Building Use 
Coordinator, Tim Peters. Our tent will be utilized by 
many groups; to eliminate double scheduling it will 
need to be used by appointment only. You can reach 
Tim at tpnc53@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing 
you under the tent! 

Peace Church Rummage Sale 

Saturday, August 14 from 9:00am– 2:00pm 
It’s time to clean out your closets and basements 

and set things aside! Last summer we couldn’t have 
our rummage sale but this summer we are bringing it 
back. We hope to have it outside in the back parking 
lot but will use the fellowship hall if the weather is 
poor. More info to come in the following weeks. If you 
would like to volunteer please let the office know at 
office@peaceucc.org. 

Morning Book Club 
Though The Third Thursday Morning Book Group 

is not meeting this summer, members haven’t 
stopped reading and we hope you, too,  are enjoying 
summer reads at the beach or under a shady tree at 
the cabin. After we discuss a book, we like to donate 
it to the church library so those who can’t attend the 
daytime group will be able to check it out. Most 
recently we donated the psychological thriller “The 
Silent Patient” by Alex Michaelides. 

In the two years we have been meeting in person 
and by Zoom, we have enjoyed a wide range of 
books—from classics to new social justice books to 
mysteries and Minnesota authors. If you love to read 
and are available the third Thursday of each month, 
consider adding the group to your schedule. Even if 
you cannot be a regular member, perhaps you have 
read a book that you would love to recommend and 
discuss with us.  Just email Alice Marks at 
amarks001@charter.net and we will put your 
recommendation on our schedule. 

Welcoming 
Now that we are back together and enjoying 

worship and coffee hour, please remember that we 
are all on the welcoming committee here at Peace 
Church! We are all so happy to be back with our old 
friends, but please be aware of people who may be 
new to Peace, or not well acquainted with others. 
When you see someone standing all alone at coffee 
hour, or if you see someone you haven’t met, please 
introduce yourselves. Whether they are new to 
Peace or not, it will be a new or renewed connection 
for you both! 
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 The PEACE BELL 
is a monthly publication of  

Peace United Church of Christ 
Duluth, Minnesota 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
Elise Courtright,  

Nancy Nelson, Janell Kohls 
Photographer: John Ameel 

PEACE BELL ARTICLES  

are due Monday, July 19 

Send to office@peaceucc.org 

Virtual Bible Study 

Wednesday Evenings at 5pm  
We read the Gospel lesson for the upcoming 

Sunday several times. Each time we read we are 
listening for the still, small voice of God that will speak 
to us. We learn so much from what is touching other 
people’s hearts as they hear the Gospel too. No prior 
biblical knowledge needed! We close with prayer. 
Please email the office for the Zoom link or look in 
your weekly email update. 

Monday Meals 
Though most of our volunteer ministries were 

suspended during the pandemic, providing Monday 
meals for Loaves and Fishes Dorothy Day House is 
still going strong, thanks to our faithful volunteers. If 
you are interested in joining this group to sign up to 
bring a meal, email janell@peaceucc.org or access 
the schedule on our website under the menu “for 
volunteers.” Here is the schedule for this month: 

July 5: Gayle Kelly 

July 12: Judith Derauf 

July 19: Laura Greensmith 

July 26: Stephanie Pearson 

Update: The kitchen at Dorothy Day House is now 
mostly functional! Please plan for 8-10 people as 
numbers are still low due to Covid. The door is still 
locked some of the time so please call Joel's cell  
(218-340-4356) to arrange for delivery of your meal. 

Many thanks to all our volunteers! 

Peace Church Library/Volunteer/Wednesday 

Centering Prayer 

Wednesdays at 5pm 
Centering Prayer will break for the rest of 

the summer. New plans will be made and 
announced when the program year resumes 
in the fall. If you have questions or would like 
resources, contact Jackie Falk at jhfalk@charter.net  

Sunday Lay Leader 
Schedule 

July 4: Marge Anderson 

July 11: Nina Preheim 

July 18: Ellyn Wiens 

July 25: Phyllis Cook 

 Coffee Hour Volunteers 
We need helpers to set up and serve, and also 

donations of treats for coffee hour each Sunday. 
Look for a sign-up in your weekly email. 
Additionally, are you interested in occasionally 
shopping for juice, napkins, etc, for our coffee hours? 
Bring in your receipt and we will reimburse you. 
Contact janell@peaceucc.org or 724-3637 (M-W). 

Volunteer Ushers/Greeters 
Now that we are fully open we need to have at 

least a few ushers and greeters for service. If you 
can help out please email the office at 
office@peaceucc.org or look for a sign-up in your 
weekly email. 

Peace Library 
Since the church is opened up again, this is a good 

time to check your book shelves and see what church 
library books might be resting there. If you find books 
that you are finished with, please return them to the 
library. When you do this, you might look to see if there 
are books on display that you would like to read. 

New adult books: 

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 

When “Spiritual But Not Religious” Is Not Enough :  
Seeing God in Surprising Places, Even the Church by 
Lillian Daniel 

More Than Just Food: Food Justice and  
Community Change by Garrett M Broad 

The Silent Patient by Alex Michaelides 

New children's books: 

The Jesus Storybook Bible by Sally Lloyd-Jones 

Pigs Love Potatoes by Anika Denise 

Llama Llama Time to Share by Ann Dewdney 

The Call of the Wild by  
Jack London 

 

Lay Leader Ellyn Wiens 
in worship service on 
June 20.  

mailto:janell@peaceucc.org.r


6 

 

2021 Highschool Graduates 

Fred Taallerud graduated from Duluth East High School. His activities 
included Band, Orchestra, Theater, Student Government, and Cross 
Country. He plans to attend Augsburg University in Minneapolis. 

Ty Kruger graduated from Duluth East High School. Ty is the captain of the 
East boy’s tennis team and has been on the team since he was a 7th grader. 
He has been to the state tournament four times! He is co-president of the 
Executive Board and an officer of the Key Club. He works as a CNA at 
Aftenro and as a tennis instructor at Longview Tennis Club. Ty will be 
attending Colorado College in the fall. He plans to study biochemistry and 
play tennis for the Tigers. He hopes to eventually attend medical school. 

Kiyo Sudoh plans to have the best summer of his 
life after graduating from Duluth East High School. 
Then he plans to attend UMD to study business 
management. He hopes to make contacts and 
friends over the next few years, go fishing to stay 
sane, and eventually, with some luck and God’s 
grace, make a living doing what he loves most—
fishing (or sell out his rod designs so he can 
continue to do what he loves most). 

Mia Kraker graduated from Duluth East High School. She was 
involved in Track and Field, Nordic Skiing, the DSSYO, and East 
High School Orchestra programs, as well as many other music 
activities. She plans to major in violin performance at Lawrence 
University and continue studying German. 

Claire Barlass graduated from Denfeld High School, where she 
participated in Girls Soccer, Nordic Ski, Track, Math Team, Knowledge 
Bowl, National Honor Society, and Junior Rotarian. She has also been 
active with Duluth Youth for Climate Justice, as well as Peace Church 
youth group and confirmation. She plans to attend Bates College for 
engineering or mathematics. 

Joe Rudd graduated from Denfeld High School. He was involved in 
Orchestra and swam varsity all four years. He went to state “single A” as a 
freshman, then had to move to “double A” with the combined Denfeld/East 
team and made it to state the next 3 years, earning All State recognition Jr 
and Sr years and an All American consideration time this year. Joe was also 
active in scouting, earning his Eagle at 16. He has signed to swim Division 1 
at the University of St Thomas (St Paul MN) this fall. He plans to major in 
Biology and English and is thinking about a career in veterinary medicine. 
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2021 Highschool Graduates Continued... 

Austin Hudyma was an Honor Roll student at Denfeld High 
School; he played soccer and was named a Duluth All-Star. He 
enjoys biking and MotoCross in his spare time. He will be attending 
Lake Superior College for CAD Tech this fall. 

Elsa Mowers graduated from Esko High School. During her high school years, 
she participated in BioClub, Math Team, Knowledge Bowl, National History Day, 
National Honors Society, the Duluth Superior Symphony Orchestra, band, jazz 
band, piano and theory festivals, the Duluth-Vaxjo  
Soccer Exchange, and Kids for the Boundary Waters. She has stayed active 
through various organized sports, including Nordic skiing, the Duluth Biathlon 
Club soccer, Gitchi Gummi Club soccer, cross-country, and track and field. During 
her junior year, she attended Conserve School in Land O’ Lakes, Wisconsin. After 
that, she attended UMD and LSC for PSEO during the spring semester of her 
junior year. This year, she attended The College of St. Scholastica as a PSEO 
student. Next year, she plans to attend Middlebury College to double major in 
biochemistry and neuroscience. She plans to use these degrees towards earning 
a doctorate in naturopathic medicine. 

Crystal Kaczmarczyk graduated from Duluth East High School. Her 
activities included Cross country (captain), track (captain), Nordic ski team, 
orchestra and Sterling Strings (vice president), Amnesty International, 
National Honor Society, Peace Church Climate Justice Team, Hound Pack, 
private piano study, and History Day club. She will be attending Grinnell 
College, possibly majoring in English and sociology with a concentration in 
environmental studies. She will also be running for the cross country and 
track teams. 

Nore Heinitz is graduating in early June from Laurel Springs 
School (online school), and she plans to attend the University 
of North Dakota where she will play Division I tennis. She plans 
on majoring in biological sciences. She is excited! 

Milo Amundsen graduated from Denfeld High School. He's been in-
volved at Chester Bowl, where he was a ski cadet teaching skiing and 
pulling little kids out of snowbanks and also as a lift operator giving hun-
dreds of high-fives and begging children to put down their safety bars. 
He will be working at a summer camp, running the camp store, and tak-
ing "proof of life" photos of campers for their worried moms to find on 
social media. He will have a gap year, then head to La Crosse to study 
marketing. 
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2021 Highschool Graduates Continued... 

Jade Westrum graduated from Duluth East High School, where she 
participated in youth in action, exec board, athletics: skiing, running, 
and soccer. She will be attending Montana State University in 
Bozeman, Montana, to pursue a major in biological sciences. 

Ezra Schomberg graduated from Duluth East High School, where he 
was on the swim team. He plans to attend Lake Superior College for an 
EMT certificate and then pursue becoming a paramedic, all while 
continuing to forge away. 

Torstein Derauf graduated from Duluth East High School. His activities 
included mountain bike team, Nordic skiing, lacrosse, and orchestra. He 
will be attending the University of Utah in the fall. 

Isaac Fink graduated from Denfeld High 
School. He participated in cross country, 
Nordic skiing, track, rowing, NHS, link crew, 
Exec Board, and Junior Rotary. Isaac will be 
attending Augustana University in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, where he will be competing on 
their cross country and track team. He plans to 
major in biology on a sports medicine track. 

McKenzie Radloff graduated from Duluth East High School. Her 
activities included Duluth Mountain Bike Team and East Nordic Ski 
Team. McKenzie is going to attend Fort Lewis College in Durango, 
Colorado. Her major is currently undecided, but she plans to find a 
career where she can help people in some way. 
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2021 Highschool Graduates Continued... 

Grad Sermons from Worship Service on June 6, 2021 
Over the past year and a half there are many things that the pandemic has taught me, with one of the most 

prominent being the importance of community. Such communities come in all shapes and sizes, but one of the 
most forgiving, accepting, and supportive in my life is the community here at Peace Church. 

I felt this community strongly on our mission trip to West Virginia three years ago. When 20 hot, stinky, 
restless teenagers unloaded from a coach bus after a 24 hour ride there are many ways the mood among us 
could have turned sour. However, none of these outcomes came into fruition due to the group's ability to put 
aside their personal discomforts and tackle the tasks laid out before us. The scripture read today, Romans 5, 
mentioned “rejoicing in our sufferings for they produce endurance.” Our group was able to power ourselves 
through days of difficult, but meaningful work with the bonds we created with one another and the new people 
we met along the way. Though each day we were hot and tired, we always found energy to play very competitive 
games of volleyball, teach one another to make friendship bracelets, go on morning runs, and otherwise connect 
with one another.  

Romans 5 continues on to say that after our endurance produces character, our character produces hope. I 
know our graduating class has had a lot of their hopes dashed over the past 18 months, but we were able to 
lean on one another. This comfort of this sense of community allowed us to continue hoping. The fervent hope 
we embodied for the world to return to normal was not unfounded because, finally, we are all able to be here 
together today.  

Thank you to each and everyone of you for your steadfast presence in my life and the lives of many of my 
fellow graduates for the past many years. 

~Claire Barlass 

 

When I listen to these scriptures, I hear the theme of enduring. This fits well with pretty much my entire 
academic career. It’s hard to stress how thrilled my parents are to watch me graduate Thursday. Honestly, it’s 
been hard. The surprising part is I actually really like learning. But not in a way that works for school. It seems 
teachers want you to learn things on their schedule—which has always been radically different than mine. To get 
through it, I built relationships—with teachers, but also custodians, librarians, aides, and service workers. All 
these groups tend to be treated with little respect in the school system—and in the country as a whole. And a 
little appreciation goes a long way. Through this, I learned that teachers grade subjectivity—even math, where I 
needed all the help I could get. I can also say my friendship with the hard-working lunch ladies paid off in years 
of the crispiest fries. There were many times that lunch was the only part of the school day I looked forward to. 

So, my takeaway is that while you’re enduring whatever challenging situation, you’re facing—make the effort 
to be kinder than you need to be. It won’t make you look cool, but the payoff can go way beyond good french 
fries or a little slide in algebra—all the way to genuine human connection.  

Before I leave this podium, I want to thank peace church for helping form me into a better person. Peace has 
made me conscious of my challenges and strengths, aware of the deeply rooted inequalities and inequities, and 
dedicated to rectifying some of our community’s faults. 

~Milo Amundsen 

Maari Rohrbaugh graduated from Duluth East High School. She is taking a 
gap year to work and then will attend college to work on a degree in early 
childhood education. 

Eli Zaun graduated from Duluth East High School. He 
was a member of the high school Basketball, Lacrosse 
and Mountain Bike Teams. He enjoyed lots of outdoor 
family adventure trips to the mountains and BWCA, and 
he loved the work trips with Peace Church through the 
years. He will be attending college, but he’s not yet sure 
where. Eli’s family reported that he infuses whatever he 
does with full-on joy. He is a great son, terrific friend, and 
loyal teammate. We know that wherever life takes him, 
the value of community and belief in a bigger purpose 
will continue to be his guides! 
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Grad Sermons Continued/Youth 

OWL 
If there are any incoming 8th or 

9th graders out there who have not 
received information about the OWL 
(Our Whole Lives) Sexuality 
Curriculum, please let Nathan know 
at nathan@peaceucc.org so all our 
youth have an opportunity to be a 
part of the program. We look forward 
to restarting our OWL program in the 
fall.   

Fenske Lake Trip  
for Middle School Youth 

Sunday, August 22– Tuesday, August 24 
Summer is here! Join us for our annual trip into the BWCA! We will stay at Fenske Lake Campground on the 

Echo Trail. Activities include swimming, hiking, S'more making/eating, sleeping in tents, and just getting to know 
each other better. They have a wonderful swimming beach, fishing pier and camp sites. On Monday we will 
venture into the BWCA to see the pictographs on Lake Hegman and take time for swimming and fishing. We 
also plan to visit the Wolf Center.  

A note about covid: Recently our Peace covid task force decided  that we could take along youth ages 12 
and up who have been vaccinated, given that this trip involves sleeping in tents.  We know this is complicated 
to navigate in this time (and policy changes often), and parents may have questions or thoughts on how we 
decide what’s possible with Peace. We encourage parents to share thoughts, questions, or feedback. 

We will leave after worship on Sunday, August 22 and return on Tuesday, August 24 in the afternoon. Email 
Nathan to sign up at nathan@peaceucc.org. 

My family joined the Peace Church congregation when I was in 4th grade. At even a young age, I recognized 
how welcoming the community is here. With these seniors, I recall Sunday school filled with crafts. A trip to 
Giants Ridge and late-night hide and seek in a Biwabik church. Competitive games of gaga ball during youth 
group and some meaningful discussions during the rather rowdy confirmation meetings. Thank you to Kathy, 
Nathan, and Warren for staying patient with us and making a seemingly ancient book more relevant to our 
everyday lives and current events. Without much effort, I have developed many genuine friendships. These 
seniors willingly engage in challenging conversations and include everyone in the fun and games. This group is 
a prime example of how inclusive and intentional this congregation is. Because this community is close-knit and 
supportive, the restrictions against gathering have been particularly disheartening. I have felt the effects of 
isolation and not being able to gather with others. The lack of community in one’s everyday life is difficult to put 
into words, but the shortage of authentic conversations and hearing how others are doing has made it more 
challenging to muster the motivation for life’s usual tasks. Although I am grateful that technology can keep us 
connected, zoom school wasn’t the easiest, and having an unconventional senior year may have not been our 
ideal plan. I was faced with the challenges of getting anxious over schoolwork and trying to make decisions for 
the next four years of my life. Despite these adversities, I have used faith to try to find the best in every 
circumstance. Trusting that every downfall ultimately happens for my highest good has helped me persevere 
through this year. My faith in God helps me trust in the flow of life. Whether it may seem like a positive or 
negative experience at the moment, I trust that it will all lead to the life I am here to live. Our unique challenges 
have shaped each one of us, the struggle building endurance and character. Our successes throughout the year 
have proved that we can flourish in even the most challenging of conditions. I have no doubts that this group of 
seniors will be well accomplished moving into the future. Despite my imperfect church attendance, I have always 
felt seen, heard, and accepted in the community at Peace Church. Next year, I will be attending Middlebury 
College in Vermont to double major in biochemistry and neuroscience. Even though I will be far away, this 
congregation is a supportive and welcoming community that I can come back to, no matter what path I take in 
my lifetime  

~Elsa Mowers 

High School and Middle School  
Canoe Day Trips on the St. Louis River 

Wednesday, July 28, 10:00am-12:00pm  
& Friday, July 30, 10:00am– 12:00pm 

It’s summer time and we have a couple opportunities for our middle 
school and high school youth to have some fun on the St. Louis River.  
We’ll be renting canoes from Daytripper and paddling over to Spirit 
Island and parts of Clough Island.  We would love to have a good crew 
to have some fun together.  Cost is $25 per person (with sliding scale 
available).  Middle school day is Wednesday, July 28 from 10:00-
12:00pm and High School day is Friday, July 30 from 10:00am-
12:00.  Contact Nathan if you want to come at nathan@peaceucc.org.   
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Sharon’s Column/Children’s Ministry 
In these long days of light and the Summer Solstice, we move into the time of growth and expansion from 

those seeds planted in the warm dark earth. The season has changed and so have we personally and 
communally as we, too, emerge, expanding from the  quiet of pandemic sheltering where we learned to be still, 
waiting. During the last year and a half of isolation and tumultuous social unrest we were offered a moment in 
space and time to see our reflection as we were forced to live more simply. Time became a mirror reflecting back 
our personal and communal strengths and weaknesses. We have all changed from this experience and there 
have been lessons learned.  We now  cautiously re-emerge into a world deeply questioning what is “normal”.  As 
we reengage with the world, we are going to be offered opportunities for change.  

All things change.  

To everything there is a season. 

In the natural healing science of Ayurveda, times of transitions, especially big changes are known for their 
”glitches," complications and disruptions that are unsettling.  Transition times and their glitches are times to learn, 
to problem solve and hopefully opportunities for growth. We are given the choice to learn and grow.  

During these long light days of summer as we re-emerge, we are given a choice whether to  direct our energy 
to grow a new normal just as the seed is encouraged to bear fruit or we can drift, returning to the old distractions 
and rushed world we remember. By intentionally nurturing the wisdom gained as we looked into the mirror of 
stillness offered during our sheltering, we can choose to grow a new normal, more sustainable future for our 
children. Many of us have looked in the mirror and redefined our perceptions of our selves and the world around 
us. If quietude   brings introspection,  introspection brings healing  and  healing brings about real change, then 
this is our chance.  Lets not forget what we have learned. With conscious intention we can choose to water the 
best seeds of wisdom gleaned from this experience and share the fruit with our children. 

“Opportunities in life come by creation not by chance” ~Paramahansa Yogananda 

~Sharon Dawson 

Kids’ Club 

Wednesday, July 14  from 4:00-5:00pm 
Kids’ Club will meet once a month this 

summer! 2-5th graders are welcome to join 
Sharon Dawson and Pat Nelson under the 
tent Wednesday, July 14 at 4pm. We will be 
painting Lake Superior stones to place 
outdoors on the Peace Trail in secret spots 
to surprise and uplift the spirits of those who 
spy them. 

Registration with Sharon (Sharon@peaceucc.org) is 
recommended to ensure enough supplies. Can’t wait to 
see you! 

God Is An Artist And So Are You! 

Tuesday, August 17- Friday, August 20, 9:00am-12:00pm 

Under the Tent in the Lower lot  
Vacation Bible School is almost here! This program is for ages 4 thru incoming 6th graders. The first three 

days will be songs, a scripture lesson and a guided craft project emphasizing how we all bring our unique gifts 
together as individual threads that, when woven together, create the richly colored, sacred tapestry of life. Just 
as the Creator shared lovingly with us by designing this amazing world, we share our gifts with each other as 
we explore our own creativity. Friday morning VBS will culminate in a group art project. And yes, there will be 
ice cream! Individually wrapped snacks will be provided each day. Programming will be based on safety and 
current information on the covid 19 situation. Cost: $20 per child, maximum $50 per family, please make checks 
out to Peace Church with VBS in the memo line and send them to the church office at 1111 N 11th Ave E 
Duluth, MN 55805. 

A link to the online registration form is available on the church web site (www.peaceucc.org) and in our 
weekly emails. Registration deadline is Thursday, July 30. Earlier registration is even better. We are looking 
forward to seeing you at VBS! Any questions, please email Sharon at Sharon@peaceucc.org. 

Youth hiking with Sharon Dawson and Warren Post 
at the end of Park Point in June. 
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Moderator’s Report  
The Coordinating Council met in person in Church’s Fireside Room 

on June 15. After many months of Zoom meetings I can say that I very 
much enjoyed being in the live company of fellow council members.  

 
Standing Committee Reports: 
Finance—Treasurer Goese reported that currently we are doing 

okay. We have sufficient cash on hand and our expenses are in line with the budget. The Council approved 
establishing new bank accounts with North Shore Bank of Commerce. 

 
Human Resources—The HR Committee recommended and the Council approved 

engaging Rev. Charlotte Frantz to provide assistance to the 
staff during the interim search time. Estimated time of 3.5 
hours per week. A temporary employee assistance plan was 
also approved for the balance of the year with a not-to-
exceed limit of $4,800.  

 
Nomination Committee—The Council reappointed the 

standing committee members, Nominating, Human 
Resources and Finance. All current members of those 
committees agreed to continue to serve. I am grateful for their 
renewed commitments to serve Peace.  

 
Highlights from Acting Committees: 
Food and Fellowship has restarted Coffee Hour following in person worship. I can 

personally attest that the coffee is as hot and tasty as ever and it is good to be with fellow Peace members. A 
summer picnic is planned for August. 

 
Worship & Arts continues to work hard to provide leadership to pastors  and liturgists who help temporarily fill 

in during this transition time. The COVID task force continues to monitor and adjust our schedules following CDC 
and state guidelines. 

 
The Acting for Justice Hub contributed $400 to the Juneteenth celebration in the Central Hillside. 
 
Stewardship Committee—The Property Team continues maintenance projects and is on budget.  The 

Stewardship Team is already at work on the fall drive leading to Stewardship Sunday, November 7. 
 
New Business:  
Following the Annual Meeting vote to 
search for an interim pastor the 
Coordinating Council discussed the most 
timely way to seek and interview 
candidates. The Council will act as the 
interim search committee. We will work 
with the MN Conference Minister 
responsible for Transitional and 
Searches. We hope that there are 
qualified candidates within the MN 
Conference but we will also post our 
profile with the denomination.  
 
The Council will meet on, June 21 for an 
orientation to Peace Church governance 
policies, the budget process and to take 
up the Conference’s SSC report. 
~Tom Hystead, Moderator 

Church Coordinating Council 
will meet Tuesday, July 20 at 7pm 
in the Fireside Room.  

Coordinating Council 2021-2022 
  
New councilors:  
● Moderator: Tom Hystead  
● Vice Moderator: Joan Peterson  
● Secretary: Diane Swanoski (second two year term)  
● Representative of Acting for Justice: Monica Liddle  
● Representative of Spiritual Life: Susan Larson Kidd  
● At-Large Member: Jessica Olson  
Continuing members:  
● Past Moderator: Doug Bowen-Bailey (one year remaining)  
● Treasurer: Dick Goese (one year remaining on current term and 
can serve four terms)  
● Representative of Stewardship: Dave Courtright  
● Representative of Christian Education: Penny Cragun  
● At Large Member: Matt Ryan (one year remaining on  
second term)  
● At Large Member: Mary Adams (one year remaining on first term)  
● At Large Member: Bud Trnka (one year remaining on first term) 
These Council members are leaving were  
recognized and thanked: 
● Vice Moderator: Hope David  
● Past Moderator: Sue Isernhagen  
● Representative of Spiritual Life: Gudrun Witrak  
● Representative of Acting for Justice: John Doberstein 

Rev. Charlotte Frantz 
will be a temporary paid 
administrative staff in 
the office while we 
search for an Interim 
Pastor. Thank you, 
Charlotte, for being a 
huge support, guide and 
positive force for staff 
and others. We are 
blessed to have you! 
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CHUM 
CHUM is “People of faith working together to 

provide basic necessities, 
foster stable lives, and 
organize for a just and 

compassionate community.” 

Peace Church Meals for the  
CHUM Drop In Center  

(located at 125 North 1st Ave West) 
Please note that all food is prepared at Peace 
Church, dropped off at Chum, and served by  

Chum staff.  

Wednesday Breakfast: 
July 14 & 28 

Donations are always appreciated. If you would like 
to drop off a donation, please email Janell at 

Janell@peaceucc.org to find out what we need. 

Thursday Dinner: July 15 
Donations of food for the dinner are always welcome! 
Let us know if you’d like to be on the email list to provide 

food and/or help make sandwiches or deliver food to 
Chum. Contact the church office at 218-724-3637 or 

office@peaceucc.org. 

Donations Needed! 

For the Food Shelf 

Canned pears, fruit cocktail, pineapple, mandarin 
oranges, chicken noodle & cream of mushroom 
soup, peanut butter, tuna, spam, Spaghettios, chili, 
stew, chunky soups, pasta sides, rice-a-roni & 
ramen, cold cereal, pork and beans. Donations are 
accepted Monday through 
Friday at the Downtown 
location from 9:00am 
to12:00pm. 
 
*If you have something to 
donate, please call (218) 720-
6521 to schedule a drop off  

Thank You from Chum 
We receive “Thank You” letters each month from 

Chum for regular contributions from our 
congregation, as well as special gifts for Chum’s 
many ministries. Thanks to you all for your support! 

CHUM 2 GO! 
The food shelf will begin a delivery service for 

clients who are homebound and unable to get the 
food shelf. CHUM is looking for volunteers willing to 
interview clients for this service, pack boxes, and 
make deliveries. The mobile shelf will operate on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, the second and fourth 
weeks of the month. If you are willing and able to 
help, contact chum2go@chumduluth.org or call 
218.727.2391. 

Chum Wednesday Breakfast volunteers making 
sandwiches for the Chum Drop In Center. 
Pictured from left to right are Geof Witrak, Pat 
Sjoding, Gudrun Witrak, Bob Stevens and Carl 
Sjoding. A huge thank you for your ongoing work 
each month. A special thanks to Janell Kohls for 
coordinating food and volunteers. Thank you to 
the many other volunteers that donate their time 
and resources on behalf of Chum.  

“There is nothing small in the service of God.” ~Saint Francis De Sales 
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Steps for Justice 
“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness,  

and to walk humbly with God.”  Micah 6:8 

The following are some Acting for Justice Hub’s suggestions for ways to  
claim our voices, to make a difference, to do justice as we confront  

the darkness and move into the light.  

***************************** 

 

**Immigrant Welcoming 

Learn more about Title 42 and how expulsions are keeping asylum seekers from being 

admitted so that they can make their request for asylum status.  latimes.com/politics/

story/2021-03-19/a-year-of-title-42-both-trump-and-biden-have-kept-the-border-closed-

and-cut-off-asylum-access.  Then contact President Biden and the Director of Homeland 

Security, Alejandro Mayorkas, asking them to discontinue the use of  

Title 42.     

**Dismantling Racism 

Peace and St. Mark AME continue to award scholarships in memory of 

Rev. Arthur Foy III, who was serving St. Mark AME when he was killed in 

a tragic car accident. This year’s award ceremony will be held at Peace 

on Saturday, July 31 at 2:00pm. Come to congratulate and support this 

year’s six scholarship recipients, listen to some music, and make a 

donation in whatever amount towards next year’s awards.   

**Climate Justice 

An update from Regina LaRoche on the St. Mark 

Giving Garden which, in part, has been funded by 

the Jubilee Fund at Peace Church— “In summary, 

we have a wonderful new Lead Gardener, Janice 

Crede, to head our gardening team.  We've held 

SURJ anti-racism trainings for our allies. We've 

given away transplants to our neighbors. Our YES 

Youth have begun working in the 

garden. We have determined 

volunteers. Some plots are planted 

with tomatoes, potatoes, onions, 

okra, and peppers grown by many Giving Garden friends.  Some plots are 

still in preparation for the remaining plants. And infrastructure to support 

community access (seating, gateway) are underway. A new rainwater 

catchment system was designed and constructed by Engineers Without 

Borders UMD students, and it's capturing water for our very thirsty plants 

and soil!  More details to come!” 

                                                                     ******************************** 

The Acting for Justice Hub includes six teams:  Beyond Violence, Climate Justice, Dismantling Racism, 

Global Ministries, Migrant Justice, Open and Affirming.  For more information on further ways to be involved, 

contact the Peace Church office at office@peaceucc.org. 

Foy Scholars To Be Honored 
Each year Peace UCC and St. Mark 

AME raise funds and award scholarships 
in memory of Arthur Foy III. This year six 
students will be recognized at an award 
ceremony on July 31, at 2:00 p.m.  to be 
held at Peace.  Awards are in varying 
amounts. This year’s scholars are  Jillian 
Hogan, (Denfeld grad, presently student 
at the College of St. Scholastica)  Malachi 
Simiya, (Superior), Jordin Kovach 
(Denfeld), Ariana St. Germaine (Denfeld), 
Giovani Saldivar (East), and Alexis 
Edmond (Denfeld).   

Arthur Foy III served St. Mark AME 
and was active in Duluth. He believed 
education was a key to success and 
encouraged young people to pursue 
higher education.   

The award ceremony will include 
recognition of this years’ scholars as well 
as music and spoken word. There will be 
an opportunity for give toward next year’s 
scholarship awards as well.   
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Peace People  

Thank You! 

➢ To our Sunday tech team: Doug Bowen-Bailey, Alex Dean, 
Paul O’Brien, Cindy McLean, Susan Larson Kidd, Tyler 
Stark, and Nancy Nelson, who make livestreaming of our 
worship services possible.  

➢ To all who have contributed to our Gabriel Fund which has 
allowed us to help so many people facing food scarcity and 
other issues in this time of pandemic.  

➢ To those who provided special music in June: The choir, 
Susan Larson Kidd , Jennifer Boyle, Ron Deters, Ian 
Connell, Andre Good, Mark Hakes, Mia Kraker, Crystal 
Kaczmarczyk, Elsa Mowers and Fred Taallerud. 

➢ Thank you to the many volunteers and committees who are 
taking on extra duties and responsibilities during this time 
of transition without a lead pastor. Staff is working hard to 
continue to make our church a vibrant and positive place to 
worship and your help makes it all the easier. Thank You! 

➢ Thank you to Terrance Smith for resetting and stabilizing 
the big yellow tent. 

➢ From Regina LaRoche on the St. Mark Giving Garden: I 
offer gratitude to the Jubilee Fund Committee for incredible 
support in making this Giving Garden season possible with 
a Lead Gardener position. 

➢ Thank you to all who have worked in the Peace Chum 
garden: Dave and Elise Courtright, Dave Clark, Carrie 
Plamann, Lisa Fitzpatick, Beth Bartlett, Kay and Bob 
Stevens, Pam Kramer, Judy Derauf, Dick Goese, Lynn 
Watson and others. 

➢ Thank you to the Food and Fellowship Team for making 
lunch for the church staff. Thank you to Kay Stevens and 
Marg Paulson for bringing in treats. Your thoughtfulness is 
appreciated! 

➢ From Laura Tonkin: Thank you to all the people who 
brought meals over and came to visit while I was 
recovering from surgery. It was greatly appreciated! 

Keep in Your Prayers 
➢ Jan Eschbach recovering at home from 

major electrical burns received in an 

accident. 

➢ All those undergoing treatment for cancer: 

Jerry Cleveland, Terri Shannon, Mary 

Caine-Hafdahl, Kim Kruger, Jim 

Soderberg, Marg Paulson and others.  

➢ Cheryl Walsh living with ALS and Roger 

Petry who is taking good care of her. 

➢ Nettie Bothwell who is back is at Essentia.  

➢ All our members living in long-term care 

facilities: Joyce Riggle at Park Point; Mike 

Nugent at the Silver Bay Veterans Home; 

Steve Coll at St. Anne’s; Amanda Cran at 

Bishop Woods; and Sharon Kirtley at 

ViewCrest. 

➢ Sharon Kirtley, who lives at Viewcrest, is 

now able to have visitors. As many of you 

know, she loves to play scrabble. Call the 

church office for more information about 

visiting Sharon. 

➢ Joan Severson, recovering at Benedictine 

from a broken hip. 

➢ Laura Tonkin, recovering at home from 

surgery after breaking her arm. 

➢ Pamela Mittlefehldt who is at home 

recovering from surgery on her  

vocal chords. 

Sympathy To 
➢ Brenda Chinn on the death of her mother. 
➢ Mary Adams on the death of her mother. 
➢ Andy Fena on the death of his brother 

Bartholomew. 
 

Memorials 
➢ From Gudrun Witrak to Gabriel Fund in 

memory of Jean McClelland. 
 

Congratulations 
 

➢ Congrats to Nathan and Sarah Holst 
on the birth of the second child, Harrison 
(Sunny) Bailey Holst born on June 7, 
2021 at 8:16am. From Nathan: “He’s a 
very happy camper and we are deeply 
smitten.” 

 

 

➢ Congrats! Luciana (Lucy) Marie 
Bittner was born on May 27 to Ben and 
Joy Bittner.  She was 7lbs 12 oz, and 19 
inches long.  Her sister Chloe was 
hoping for a baby sister. 

Rev. Sara Olson 
Dean preaching in 
worship service on 
Sunday, June 20. 
Thank you to all 
the volunteers 
stepping in to lead 
worship during this 
time of transition. 
We are a blessed 
community. 
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Peace United Church of Christ 
1111 North 11th Avenue East 
Duluth, MN 55805-1517 

(218) 724-3637 
www.peaceucc.org 
E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 

Non-profit  
Organization 
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Duluth, MN 

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF 
Pastoral Care Chaplain: Gudrun Witrak 

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Minister:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Sharon Dawson 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation:  
Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, Rev. John Szarke,  
Rev. Sara Olson Dean, Rev. Jan Murphy, Rev. Holly Pederson 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Monday-Thursday: 9am-3pm, Friday: closed 

PHONE:  218-724-3637 Web: peaceucc.org Facebook: peace.church.duluth  
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Pastor: pastor@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org  

Jim: jim@peaceucc.org       Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org    Sharon: Sharon@peaceucc.org 
        Janell: janell@peaceucc.org         Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org    Rose: rose@peaceucc.org 

Tim P: tpnc53@gmail.com     Elise: elise@peaceucc.org   Gudrun: gwitrak@gmail.com 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Service online at 10:30am 

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events,  
please send an email request to the church office: office@peaceucc.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Bookkeeper: Rosemary Feriancek 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters 

Newsletter Editor: Elise Courtright 

 


