
  

 

MAY 2021 

Notable Dates 
Sunday, May 9: Mother’s Day 

Sunday, May 23: Pentecost Sunday: a 
day to celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Join us for an all ages walk at the Park 
Hill Cemetery Labyrinth. See page 10  
for details. 

Monday, May 31: Memorial Day 

Sunday, June 6: Congregational Annual Meeting:     
11:30am following worship service. More details  
to come. 

Sunday, June 20: Father’s Day/Summer Solistice/
World Refugee Day 
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We enjoyed a beautiful Earth 
Day Festival on Sunday April 
25 in the lower lot at Peace. 
There was music, a Maypole 
dance, food, birdhouse 
painting, seed planting, garden 
work, trash pick up and 
wonderful community. 
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Moderator’s Report  
While this report was primarily written by the moderator, the entire council had an opportunity to review it and 

give input so it really represents more of a report from the council.  
Getting Conference Support 
Both March and April have been busy months of many meetings for the Coordinating Council. As indicated in 

the previous moderator’s report, the council has been challenged by the difficulties that have come up in this 
transition time. One thing that has made it harder to discuss is that we haven't even been able to find common 
language to describe what the exact issues are. This has made it difficult for us to find a path forward. The UCC 
has a process in place to support congregations in situations like this called a Situational Support Consultation 
(SSC). As a council on March 30, we voted to reach out to the Minnesota Conference to initiate this process. 
Pastor Greg was also supportive of an SSC. The UCC Manual on Ministry explains that the purpose of an SSC 
“… seeks to clarify the specific issues or circumstances that have arisen and helps to identify ways to promote 
effective and collaborative ministries in response to these circumstances.  The desired outcome is for all 
covenantal partners involved to agree to a course of action that will be evaluated together at a specified later 
date.” 

We are appreciative of the rapid response of the conference to our request. Sheresa Simpson-Rice, the 
associate conference minister, selected three individuals to serve as the SSC team. They met with the council on 
April 13 to explain the process and the council and Pastor Greg agreed to adopt a behavioral covenant that was 
borrowed from Falcon Heights United Church of Christ: 

As seekers and servants growing in God’s transforming  love, we will speak the truth in love, celebrate each 
other’s gifts and perspectives, and choose the good of the whole church over individual preferences and 
comforts. 

With that as a framework for interaction, the SSC team began a series of deep listening sessions with 13 
people who represent a variety of perspectives and experience from pastors, staff, council and the 
congregation.   At the time of writing (April 22) they have almost completed all of the interviews.  

The next step is for the SSC team to discern different possible outcomes to suggest to the Peace Church 
leadership. Respecting the confidentiality of all that they heard, they will draft a report to be shared with the 
Coordinating Council and Pastor Greg with their suggested courses of actions. The goal for this meeting is to 
take place on April 27. Because the UCC has congregational polity, the coordinating council has the final 
authority for deciding the path to take, so ultimately the council will either accept, modify, or reject the SSC’s 
recommendations. 

After the SSC process is complete, the council looks forward to creating a forum with the congregation to 
share as much information as we can about the process and what the council has been navigating during these 
initial parts of our interim time. We are still working on the specifics, but what we can be clear on is that we are 
committed to do this as a way to address the questions and concerns that congregational members have brought 
to us.  

Other Council Business 
Other items addressed this month: 
We initiated the nomination process for making recommendations for the new round of council leadership that 

will be elected and affirmed at our June annual meeting. If you are interested in potentially serving on the council, 
please reach out to a council member and let us know. This is all of our congregation and we want to welcome 
everyone’s gifts to be considered for leadership.   

The council voted to sign on to a letter to our mayor and city council sent to us from the Dismantling Racism 
Team and the Acting for Justice Hub.  The letter asks the City of Duluth to be creative in its use of funding 
addressing homelessness and to take the proposal from the local American Indian Movement (AIM) group 
advocating for a yurt community.  Our thanks to Charlotte Frantz for shepherding this process. 

The council voted to approve a Jubilee Fund request for $5000 for the St. Mark AME/Giving Garden Food 
Access project which seeks to grow strong roots by engaging the African Heritage community and address food 
access by developing a communal garden.  The project partners include St. Mark AME, Healthy Alliances Matter 
for All, the Duluth Community Garden Program, and Gloria Dei Lutheran Church. Each Jubilee Fund request 
requires Peace Church members to also be involved in the project. Our thanks go to Sarah Nelson, Lisa 
Fitzpatrick, and Nathan Holst for serving in that capacity. Look forward to more opportunities to be a part of 
supporting this exciting project. 

We heard a report from the first Pastoral Relations Committee meeting which is a group who works with the 
pastor to support their ministry. Our thanks to Gary Boelhower, Cindy Macaulay, Patty Beech-Dziuk, and Warren 
Post for serving on this team.  Hope David, our vice moderator, is serving as a convener for the first couple of 
meetings, and will transition off the team as the UCC identifies best practices for this to be made up of members 
other than those serving on the council.  

We approved a living document of Interim Objectives to guide our transition.  Look on page 3 for the list of 
objectives. There is also an opportunity to serve on the Transition Team to help with moving the congregation 
forward in meeting these objectives.  If you are interested in serving on the Transition Team, please contact Matt 
Ryan (matthewjryan74@gmail.com) or Penny Cragun  (pcragun@d.umn.edu).  
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Church Coordinating Council 
will meet Tuesday, May 18 at 
7pm via Zoom.  

From Your Coordinating Council 
The council has brainstormed a list of objectives to guide the work of our Transition Team. This 

is a living document, and we invite all to provide feedback and contributions. We are also looking for 
individuals to serve on the Transition Team. If you are interested in being on the Transition Team or to 
share comments on or contributions to these objectives, please contact Penny Cragun 
pcragun@d.umn.edu or Matt Ryan matthewjryan74@gmail.com. 

Mission 

Uphold and deepen the mission of Peace UCC as we transition into new leadership. 

● Reaffirm our identity as a church, working to strengthen that identity and deepen our adherence to our 
mission and vision statement. 

● Reflection and assessment to see where we fall short of living out our vision, making changes where we 
see opportunities for growth. 

● Cultivate Peace Church’s role as a guiding light within the community, especially on social justice issues. 

● Assess our presence in community spaces where Pastor Kathy represented us previously, developing a 
sustainable presence moving forward or focusing our energy in other ways. 

Structure/Organization 

Reassessing our organizational structure and processes to move from a small church to a large church 
model while prioritizing a culture of meaningful and effective relationship. 

● Reassess the organizational systems and structures to work most effectively and efficiently, letting go of 
things that no longer serve us. 

● Figure out how to step into our own strength to fill organizational and leadership gaps left by Pastor 
Kathy’s departure, including spreading out labor more equitably and ensuring the pastor has a sustainable 
workload. 

● Develop a culture and necessary structures for compassionate accountability (for all parties, including 
the pastor), that include direct, relational communication that avoids triangulation whenever possible. 

● Examine our relationship with UCC Conference. 

Empowering/Training Laity 

Growing participation and investment of all congregation members in our mission, both within the 
congregation and the larger community. 

● Be intentional about including laity as critical players as we reassess systems and structures. 

● Reexamine and reinvigorate the laity and lay leadership, encouraging all congregants to find their stake 
and their purpose within the church’s mission. 

● Encourage and equip members and staff to engage in the work for which they have passion or find 
meaningful. 

● Plan creatively for re-engaging and empowering laity as we transition into a post-pandemic world. 

Grief/Conflict Resolution 

Address the grieving and transitioning process that accompanies change in leadership after a long term 
pastor, including conflict resolution, building new relationship, and emerging stronger, resilient, and more 
focused towards church mission and vision on a personal level. 

● Address grief during the transition period and supporting people through the grieving process, creating 
space for the various ways that grief is experienced and expressed. 

● Learn to and help folks have the difficult conversations that are needed, recognizing that we have 
different perspectives and ideas. 

● Become comfortable with conflict, recognizing it as an important and necessary part of transformation 
and growth. 

● Develop skills in conflict resolution and resilience. 

Assumed Objectives during Interim Period 

● Search for a settled pastor. 

● Maintain congregational vitality. 

● Maintain financial viability. 

● Repair and strengthen relationships among pastor, council, congregation, and staff. 
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From Interim Pastor Greg Briggs 

What if this isn’t a time for planning, but experimenting?  
For everything, there is a season and a time for every purpose under heaven. - Ecclesiastes 3:1 

A clergy colleague of mine shared a wonderfully insightful article called “Getting on the Same Page Now” by 
Susan Beaumont. She is a church consultant and spiritual director, and she reports getting many calls from 
churches wanting help with planning for church re-entry. Yet, she quickly pauses the idea that this is a time to 
plan, reflecting instead that this is a time of learning, or as I like to think of it, experimenting. 

In covid time, and doubly so for Peace church because of the pastoral transition, all churches are in a liminal 
time—a boundary time between what was, and what will be next. As Beaumont puts it “We are still stuck 
between something that has ended and a new thing that is not yet ready to begin.” As she reminds us, we do not 
get through liminal times by planning through it, but by experimenting through it. It isn’t just uncertainty; it is a 
shift into a new way of being the church. We aren’t able to go back to some earlier version of normal, as we’ve 
grown. We don’t want to lose what we’ve gained, even as we grieve what we have lost. 

Shifting to a experimenting and learning model enables an easier move towards action, which can help with 
feelings of frustration when there are long periods of pondering and discussing. By understanding this is 
something to try and not establishing the new normal, it gives more room for input and new ideas. An important 
component to a process of experimentation is also incorporating a period of reflection to consider how well the 
activity went. To make it a spiritual practice, this is a praxis model. Times of action and reflection that includes 
spiritual reflection. Praxis isn’t just task oriented but holistic, and incorporates continual adjustments to keep 
refining the process. 

In thinking about being in a time of experimentation, here’s just a few things that have already come out of 
this church’s experiments: 

• Through the use of zoom technology, we’ve been able to share worship and fellowship far beyond our 
building, welcoming worshippers from different cities, states, time zones, and even continents! We also have 
more options for including video and visuals into different part of our worship, including the sermon. 

•  Participation at one of our recent candlelight vigils greatly increased when we offered to light candles for 
people that couldn’t come into the building. We intend to keep that option available as we hold future candle 
vigils. 

• As part of being a sanctuary church, one of our guests had been able to participate in worship and Bible 
study, with it resulting in his request to be baptized. 

• Another model of devotion was recently developed with sending out a morning prayer while people waited 
for the results of the Chauvin trial. Some people have indicated they’d like this to continue in some form. 

With all of these experiments, we find new ways to connect with people that hadn’t been previously 
considered. The aim isn’t that they will each appeal to all members of the church, but that we can form new 
forms of connection, fellowship, study, and action. Beaumont has much more to say, and you can find her full 
article here: https://www.congregationalconsulting.org/getting-on-the-same-page-now/. 

~Pastor Greg 

Coordinating Council 2020-2021 
Moderator: Doug Bowen-Bailey 
Vice Moderator: Hope David 
Past Moderator: Sue Isernhagen 
Council Secretary: Diane Swanoski 
Treasurer: Dick Goese 
Christian Spiritual Life Representative: Gudrun Witrak 
Christian Stewardship Representative: Dave Courtright 
Christian Education Representative: Penny Cragun 
Acting for Justice Representative: John Doberstein 
At Large Member: Mary Adams 
At Large Member: Tom Hystead 
At Large Member: Matt Ryan 
At Large Member: Bud Trnka 
*Please contact the office (office@peaceucc.org) if you need contact 
info for anyone on our council. Thanks. 

Annual Reports Due! 
Attention all chairs of teams and 

committees. It's time for our annual 
report on our program year here at 
Peace Church. Your reports are due 
in the church office on May 14, so 
the report can be ready before the 
Annual Meeting on June 6. Thank you!  
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Regularly Scheduled Team & Committee 
Meetings 
(Please watch emails for updates on meeting times and 
formats) 

Stewardship Team:  
TBD 

Adult Ed Team:  
Tuesday, May 11 
3:00pm via Zoom 

Dismantling Racism 
Team:  
Thursday, May 13 
3:30pm via Zoom 

Children’s Ministry 
Team:  
Thursday, May 13 
6:00pm via Zoom 

Worship & Arts 
Committee:  
Tuesday, May 11 
5:30pm via Zoom 

History Team:  
TBD 

Shared Ministry Team:  
Wednesday, May 12 
4:00pm via Zoom 

 

Covid Task Force 

Finance Team:  
Wednesday, May 12 
5:00pm via Zoom 

Property Team: 
Wednesday, May 12 
6pm via Zoom 

Food & Fellowship Team:  
check email for details 

Acting for Justice Hub:  
Sunday, May 9 
1:00pm via Zoom 

Climate Justice Team: 
Monday, May 17 
7:15pm via Zoom 

Health and Wellness 
Team:  
TBD 

Updates On Re-opening Our Church 
The COVID Safety Task Force met on 4/13/21. Due to the rise in cases in St. Louis County and wanting to 

do our part to make it possible for in-person learning to continue in schools, the task force decided to take the 
following steps: 

• Limit in-person worship to 10 pods. 

• Have children stay with their families during the story for all ages instead of coming up to the front.  

• Continuing to have the youth activities be held virtually.  

We hope that these restrictions will be short-lived and that the numbers will turn around.  We will review them 
when we meet again in two weeks. 

Vaccinations: We know that getting vaccinated is a personal decision that also has implications for the 
community. We are encouraging anyone who has access to a vaccine to take it as a way of both protecting 
yourself and the community around you as well as providing you more opportunities to serve.  As we look at the 
possibility of a youth trip to Pine Ridge Reservation, we hope that our youth will consider vaccines as well now 
that they are available for ages 16 and up. You can find information about vaccine availability on the state of 
Minnesota’s Vaccine Connector.  

We Welcome You To Worship 
While our 10:30 service will continue to be livestreamed via our website (www.peaceucc.org), we also offer 

the opportunity to attend worship in person with your “pod”. Worshiping together in person is a transformative 
and joyful experience that many of us have not be able to do in more than a year. We love having you here! It 
makes livestreaming worship service that much more enjoyable. We look forward to having you sign up and 
worship with us. Check your weekly email for a link to sign up or call the office. Capacity is limited and masks 
and social distancing will be enforced. We look forward to seeing you in person! 

Peace Church 
members 
Charlotte Frantz 
(right) and Kelli 
Farell and Ian 
Connell with 
children at the 
CJMM site for a 
vigil after the 
killing of Daunte 
Wright by a police 
officer in Brooklyn 
Center. 
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Sundays in May 

Sunday, May 2 

Scripture:  Acts 8: 26-40, 1 John 4: 7-21 

Sermon by Pastor Greg Briggs 

Special music: Ron Deters and Peace Band 

Sunday, May 9 

Scripture: Acts 10: 44-48, John 15: 9-17 

Sermon by Pastor Greg Briggs 

Special music: Eli Bissonett 

Sunday, May 16 

Scripture: Acts 1: 15-17, 21-26,  
John 17: 6-19 

Sermon by Pastor Greg Briggs 

Special music: Leon Shows Up 

Sunday, May 23: Pentecost 

Scripture: Acts 2: 1-21, John 15: 26-27, 16: 
4b-15 
Sermon by Pastor Greg Briggs 

Special music: Vocal Quartet 

Sunday, May 30  

Scripture: John 3: 1-17 
Sermon by Pastor Greg Briggs 

Special music: Cathy Ameel and Susan 
Larson Kidd 

Sunday School  
9:30am via Zoom 

Sunday school with Sharon continues 
this Spring! Check your email on Sunday 
morning for the Zoom link. We hope to see 
you in Sunday School! 

Join us for Sunday Services 
Our 10:30 service is livestreamed via our 

website (www.peaceucc.org). We offer the 
opportunity to attend worship in person with 
your “pod”. Please check your weekly email 
for a link to sign up or call the office. 
Capacity is limited and masks and social 
distancing will be enforced. We look 
forward to seeing you in person! 

Special Music 
    If you are interested in providing special 

music, please contact Jim at 
jim@peaceucc.org to schedule a Sunday 
worship service that works for you. Special 
music can be performed live in-person or pre-
recorded and used at an upcoming service.  

Adult Forums 
Sundays at 11:30 after the service 

We look forward to offering another great month of adult 
forums on Sunday morning at 11:30 over Zoom.  As we continue 
this time of transition in our church, we are planning to have 
different speakers talk about what it means to be resilient and 
even thrive in the midst of transition, bringing you a range of 
people from different organizations and topics. Here’s what we 
have planned for May: 

Sunday, May 2: Self care for our spirits and our bodies: a 
conversation with Gudrun Witrak and Monica Liddle—This has 
been a difficult year and we want to focus on self care in our final 
month of forums. Come join Gudrun and Monica for a 
conversation exploring the ways we care for our spirits and our 
bodies. Gudrun Witrak is a Peace member with experience as a 
chaplain for many years and currently serves Peace in providing 
pastoral care for our members. Monica Liddle is also a member 
of Peace and is a naturopathic doctor, with an interest in holistic 
ways of caring for the body. 

Sunday, May 9: TBA 

Sunday, May 16: Embodying 
Self Care with Gary Anderson—Gary Anderson is a member of 
the congregation and the owner of BodyWise yoga therapy. He is 
excited to have a dialogue about self care and explore together 
some simple practices of caring for ourselves. 

Candles lit in 
the sanctuary 
during the 
Derek Chauvin  
trial in 
Minneapolis. 

Please Note: May 16 will be our 
last Adult Forum until September.  

Dear Peace Community, 

I just want you all to 
know that Tyler Stark has 
been working with me the 
past four months running 
the sound board.  He is 
not only a talented 
musician, he is technically 
savvy and open to 
constantly learning. This is 
no easy task, running the 
sound board for in house 
sound and sound for the 
streamed service every 
Sunday, especially 
navigating in a constantly 
changing 
environment.  And we know we are not perfect at it. But if it 
wasn’t for Tyler, I wouldn’t ever get to sing.  We make a great 
team and he is an amazing person. So I am encouraging you all 
to appreciate him the way I do!  Thank you Tyler, you rock! 

~Best, Susan Larson Kidd 
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Monday Women’s Book Group 
 The Monday Book Group will be meeting in 

person later in May, date and time to be determined. 
Email pcragun@d.umn.edu if you would like to be 
included. 

Peace Church News/Gatherings 

Daytime Book Club  
for Men and Women 

Thursday, May 20 at 10am via Zoom 
Before dismissing for the summer, the Thursday 

Morning  Book Club will read the thriller, The Silent 
Patient by Alex Michaelide. According to critics, this 
book is so fast-moving that your hands will be hot 
from turning the pages so fast. (Participants may want 
it on audio to save their hands!) If the weather co-
operates the group will meet outside at Sam and Alice 
Marks, brunch included. Or, we will Zoom. For an 
update on method of meeting, contact Alice 
at amarks001@charter.net.  

Peace Prayer Chain 
 We have a whole group of people who 
would love to pray for you! Please call 
the church office (724-3637) or Linda 
Goese (218-341-0918) with your 
prayer concerns.  

Choir 
Thursdays at 4:30pm in the sanctuary 

In person choir has begun! Please join choir in the 
sanctuary with masks on for thirty minutes of socially 
distanced singing practice. Email Jim at 
jim@peaceucc.org if you have any questions. 

A Racial Justice Call to Peace White Men 

May 13, 6:30-8:00pm 
Our white men’s reflection group continues to 

gather to talk about how we can better engage in 
these times and invite more white men into justice 
work. Come join the ongoing virtual conversation 
together every second Thursday of the month from 
6:30 to 8:00pm where we explore and wrestle with our 
own identities and how to collectively engage in our 
transformational work. Contact Nathan 
(Nathan@peaceucc.org) if you have any questions or 
would like to rsvp (optional) or need the Zoom link. 

     Casual Conversations 

Friday, May 21 at 3pm 
Are you missing coffee hour? Please join us for 

“Casual Conversations” on the third Friday of each 
month—time will vary. This month it will be May 21 at 
3pm on Zoom. This will be a social gathering, with a 
Zoom facilitator, a chance to get to know some of 
your Peace Church friends, new and old. Please 
check your weekly reminder emails for the link to sign 
up. If the group is large we will break into smaller 
groups–like your table at coffee hour, right? 
Questions? Contact janell@peaceucc.org. 

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
Wednesday, May 26  
12:00pm via Zoom  

  Join other women on Zoom for the 
Brown Bag Lunch on Wednesday, May 
26 at noon.  Our theme will be “Spring-

Become-Summer”.  Bring a poem, an object, or some 
other reminder of this late-spring early-summer 
season. Conversation will be facilitated by Charlotte 
Frantz and Janell Kohls. If you would like to join this 
group please email the office at office@peaceucc.org 

Peace Parent Group  

Thursday, May 6 & 20 at 7:30pm  
via Zoom 

    Please join us for this new 
Parent Group! We have created 
a relaxed space for parents with 
children of all ages to get 
together for a bit of friendship, 
support and encouragement as 
we navigate through the current 
challenges we face together. 

Those organic conversations that happen naturally 
when we are able to be together in person can really 
be helpful on a challenging day.  Hoping to create 
that space through one of the best tools we have at 
this time—Zoom.  Please come share your ideas, 
struggles and successes. Please look for a Zoom link 
in your email. If you have questions please contact 
me, Sharon, Children’s Minister at 
Sharon@peaceucc.org. 

Restorative Conversations 
A Peace Practice Group 

Thursday, May 20: 6:30-7:30pm  
via Zoom 

Earlier this year, restorative justice leader 
Ted Lewis presented a two part series on 
restorative conversations in our adult forums 
on Sunday morning.  After some initial conversations 
and follow up, we want to invite you into our first 
gathering to practice what we learned and continue to 
explore the skills of restorative conversations.  We will 
meet on Thursday, May 20 from 6:30 to 7:30pm over 
zoom.  Marilyn Mayry and Mary Adams will facilitate 
the group.  If you have questions or want to rsvp, 
please contact Nathan Holst at nathan@peaceucc.org. 

mailto:pcragun@d.umn.edu
mailto:Sharon@peaceucc.org
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 The PEACE BELL 
is a monthly publication of  

Peace United Church of Christ 
Duluth, Minnesota 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
Elise Courtright, Janell Kohls  

Nancy Nelson,  
Photographer: John Ameel 

PEACE BELL ARTICLES  

are due Monday, May 17 

Send to office@peaceucc.org 

Virtual Bible Study 

Wednesday Evenings at 5pm  
We read the Gospel lesson for the upcoming 

Sunday several times. Each time we read we are 
listening for the still, small voice of God that will speak 
to us. We learn so much from what is touching other 
people’s hearts as they hear the Gospel too. No prior 
biblical knowledge needed! We close with prayer. 
Please email the office for the Zoom link or look in 
your weekly email update. 

Monday Meals 
Though most of our volunteer ministries have been 

suspended during the pandemic, providing Monday 
meals for Loaves and Fishes Dorothy Day House is 
still going strong, thanks to our faithful volunteers. If 
you are interested in joining this group to sign up to 
bring a meal, email janell@peaceucc.org or access 
the schedule on our website under the menu “for 
volunteers.” Here is the schedule for this month: 

May 3: Jessica Olson 

May 10: Judith Derauf 

May 17: Kay and Bob Stevens 

May 24: Gary Boelhower 

May 31: Deb Stricker and Sandy Moore 

Update: The kitchen at Dorothy Day House is now 
mostly functional! Please plan for 8-10 people as 
numbers are still low due to Covid. The door is still 
locked some of the time so please call Joel's cell  
(218-340-4356) to arrange for delivery of your meal. 

Many thanks to all our volunteers! 

Volunteer Reminders/Opportunities 

Wednesdays 

First Year Confirmation  

May 5 and 19 at 7:15pm  
via Zoom 

First Year Confirmation meets the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month from 7:15-8:15pm. 
Nathan is teaching this year’s class, with support from 
Sara Olson Dean. 

Call and Spiritual Journey Group  

Wednesdays from 12:30-1:30pm on Zoom 
In this time of pandemic, have you been struggling 

with your own sense of purpose? Do you long to be 
more deeply connected to others, experiencing both 
affirmation and challenge to live fully into who you 
are? Come join our weekly virtual group where you'll 
experience a space to share about your life, poetry 
and reflections on calling, and life giving songs to 
nourish your soul. If you have questions or would like 
to rsvp for the Zoom link, please contact Nathan at 
nathan@peaceucc.org. 

Centering Prayer 

Wednesdays at 5pm 
Centering Prayer is a modern Christian 

contemplative prayer practice, or a method of 
meditation. Like all methods of meditation the goal of 
Centering Prayer is to free us from what the Buddhists 
call “monkey mind” or the compulsive internal chatter 
of our minds. Through this regular time of silence, 
Centering Prayer is simultaneously a relationship with 
God and a discipline to continually foster that 
relationship. Its purpose is to learn to open ourselves 
to God’s extraordinary love in ordinary, daily life. 
Contact Jackie Falk at jhfalk@charter.net for more 
information. 

Sunday Lay Leader Schedule 
May 2: Joan Peterson 

May 9: Marge Anderson 

May 16: Kay or Bob Stevens 

May 23: Phyllis Cook 

May 30: Kelli Hallsten Erickson 

Lay Leaders 
Nina Preheim 
and Gary 
Boelhower 
reading 
scripture in 
worship 
service in 
April. Thank 
you! 

mailto:janell@peaceucc.org.r
mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
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Sharon’s Column/Children’s Ministry 
"Planning into the future can offer a place of conscious transition. A place of creative thought where hope can 

ignite the heart and carry us from one place to another as we navigate times that are trying." 

I began my work as Children’s Ministry Coordinator in October 2019. The people of Peace gave me a warm 
welcome and I was struck by the sincere dedication people at Peace have to serving the larger community and 
their broad understanding and expression of spirituality. It felt good to be part of such an open inclusive 
community. 

Five and a half months later, the pandemic closed things up and there has been a sense of being in a holding 
pattern since then. Yes, we adapted to safety rules and have an engaging Zoom Sunday School that I love and 
through which I have gotten to know many children and parents well. We figured out how to give the kids a fun 
Vacation Bible School last August. There is a new read aloud FB group page where parents and children can 
find stories and even Sunday school lessons as well as a new FB group just for parents. It was wonderful to get 
together at Bayfront even when the ice rink melted! As I write this I am looking forward to the Earth Day Festival 
hoping everyone enjoys getting together and that the kids have fun. So many teams and people were eager to 
chip in with whatever they could bring to the table and create a space for reconnecting, doing some service work 
for our land and to just have fun. 

What I realize is that I need, and I suspect most humans do, change and things to look forward to. Fun 
things. Joyful things. Things that engage our imagination, our hearts, and connect us to something larger than 
ourselves.  

Planning and looking forward offers us a place of transition. A place of creative thought where hope can 
ignite the heart and carry us from one place to another as we navigate times that are trying. Have you planned 
anything fun for yourself or your family this week? This month? Six months from now? 

I’ve been starting to think about programing for the children when things open up again. When I let my mind 
go in that direction, I feel that engagement and sense of moving into the future from the holding pattern. It 
engages my heart and makes me smile. Are there parents out there that might like to join the Children’s Ministry 
Team, bringing their fresh creative ideas and suggestions for the children’s programing?  If this is something that 
catches your imagination and heart, if it sounds fun to connect and share your gifts with the kids, please let me 
know and consider joining the Children’s Ministry Team as we navigate programing into the future.  

I would love to hear from you (sharon@peaceucc.org). 

~Sharon Dawson 

A Letter From Clifford In The Philippines 
February 19, 2021 

Good day to all of my friends at Peace UCC, 

How are you right now my friends, it’s been a long time when I sent a letter to 
you, hoping that you understand because it is very hard to go outside in the midst of 
the pandemic. How are you right now? Because here in the Philippines we are in a 
difficult situation as we face this pandemic, we can’t even go outside freely because 
of the pandemic protocols. Hoping that you are in a good situation right now. 

I am also thankful to Kalauman (a center for development) because they are 
always there to support us in the middle of the pandemic. 

I am very proud also to tell you that I am an honor student when I’m studying 
Grade 11, now I am facing Grade 12 and still surviving, few months from now I will 
be graduating Senior High School and start college. And also I gain good grades 
and even I’m studying online class. My grade averages of 93% in the first semester. 
I am hoping that this pandemic will end very soon so everything goes back to 
normal. Thank you very much for always supporting to my studies. All of you are the 
reasons why I keep grinding every time to survive my studies. Thank you very much 
for the opportunity that you gave. It means a lot for me. I hope I will read your 
stories too and read your letters. May this year be successful, happy, and 
productive to you and your family. Thank you once again and stay safe.  

God Bless, 

Clifford Lee Flores 
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Youth 

This month, I want to pause from my 
usual reflection in order to share an update 
about the ordination process I’ve been 
working on in the last year or two. I’ve had 
some Peace folks ask me about it recently, 
and thought it might be useful to share with 
you here. 

First off, here’s just a little UCC polity 
education. Ministers in the UCC are granted authority to serve by a Committee on Ministry. This committee 
oversees a person’s preparation for ministry as well as certifying a person’s readiness for ministry. Licensed 
ministers are ministers who are authorized to provide sacraments and perform the duties of pastor in a particular 
congregation. In consultation with the church council and HR, I was licensed by the Committee on Ministry of the 
Minnesota Conference (our regional body) in March of 2018 here at Peace, and have loved the opportunity to 
give communion and perform a few baptisms, weddings, and funerals. 

Then in the fall of 2019, after attending a retreat in which I did some discernment of my call and where I 
wanted to deepen in my leadership, I decided to take a step further in my ministry leadership. I began what the 
Minnesota UCC Conference calls “multiple paths to ordination.” This is a new path to ordination that the 
conference is developing, one that does not necessarily include the traditional path of four years of seminary. I 
am one of the first to journey on that path. This path feels like a good fit for me and Peace because of a call to 
continue my work here at Peace (and not leave for seminary for four years), while still working with the 
conference to develop the skills and experience I need to move toward ordination. Just like other members in 
discernment, I have a discernment committee made up of a small group of Peace members and an ordination 
mentor (from the wider conference) that have been journeying with me, helping me clarify my process and 
continue to discern a call to ordination. 

A core part of the process is writing a spiritual autobiography, a paper on my call to authorized ministry, and 
then a series of papers that speak to what the UCC calls the “marks of ministry”, which give a broad outline for 
different skills and experiences expected of ordained ministers. These papers will help me and the conference 
assess where I have skills and experience that fit the expectations for ordination and if there are places where I 
may need to strengthen my skills and experience. In addition to these papers, the conference has also asked me 
to take a few theology courses (which I’ll be taking sometime in the next year), as well as a unit of clinical 
pastoral education (CPE). CPE involves more intense experiential reflection, in this case particularly focusing on 
pastoral care and personal integration. Fortunately, there is a program in Minnesota that allows me to focus on 
my work in the congregation as part of my CPE experience, and I am currently signed up for that in the winter of 
2022. 

While I do have clarity on some of this process in the next year, some of it is yet to unfold. It’s likely I’ll 
complete most or all of what the Committee on Ministry has laid out sometime between mid to end of 2022. 
What comes after that is still up to the conference and our discernment together and I look forward to moving in 
this process, and continuing conversation 
with our church leadership about how I can 
best integrate my learning and experience 
into serving Peace in my role here. 

~Nathan Holst 

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in.” 

 ~Leonard Cohen 

May Youth Group (Grades 6-8) 
It’s hard to believe but we are in our last official month of 

regular youth group gatherings (6pm on Wednesday over 
Zoom). Our last day of regular youth group meet ups will be 
Wednesday, May 19. To celebrate, we’re planning to meet 
down at Park Point (weather permitting) for some time to 
hang out at the beach and be together (look for details in 
weekly emails). What’s next, you might ask? We’re going to 
stay connected over the summer by meeting up each month 
for some outdoor fun and hang out time. We still don’t fully 
know details about what will happen later this summer with 
Covid, but please keep the dates for our Fenske Lake 
Camping trip on your calendar (August 22-24) and we’ll let 
you know our plans as we get closer. Looking forward to all 
the good things coming.  

Nathan’s Column 

Intergenerational Labyrinth Walk  

Sunday, May 23, 1:30-2:30pm 
        Ever wondered about what it's like to walk an outdoor 

labyrinth? Or have you walked one before and want another 
opportunity? Come join the Peace community for an all ages 
labyrinth Walk at 1:30pm on Sunday, May 23. We will walk the 
labyrinth at Forest Hill Cemetery (2516 Woodland Ave) while 
listening to reflective violin music offered by Nathan. All are 
welcome to join us for this great opportunity to be in community 
while we experience this time of active prayer and meditation.  
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CHUM 
CHUM is “People of faith working together to 

provide basic necessities, 
foster stable lives, and 
organize for a just and 

compassionate community.” 

Peace Church Meals for the  
CHUM Drop In Center  

(located at 125 North 1st Ave West) 
Please note that all food is prepared at Peace 
Church, dropped off at Chum, and served by  

Chum staff.  

Wednesday Breakfast: 
May 5 & 19 

Donations are always appreciated 
and can be dropped off at Peace Church: 

current need is for granola bars.  

Thursday Dinner: May 20 
Donations of food for the dinner are always welcome! 
Let us know if you’d like to be on the email list to provide 

food and/or help make sandwiches or deliver food to 
Chum. Contact the church office at 218-724-3637 or 

office@peaceucc.org. 

Donations Needed! 

For the Food Shelf 

Canned pears, fruit cocktail, pineapple, mandarin 
oranges, chicken noodle & cream of mushroom 
soup, peanut butter, tuna, spam, Spaghettios, chili, 
stew, chunky soups, pasta sides, rice-a-roni & 
ramen, cold cereal, pork and beans. Donations are 
accepted Monday through Friday 
at the Downtown location from 
9:00am to12:00pm. 
 
*If you have something to 
donate, please call (218) 720-
6521 to schedule a drop off  
at Chum. 

CHUM Announces New  
Executive Director 

CHUM’s next Executive 
Director will be John Cole, 
currently serving as interim 
Director of Align Minneapolis. 
Align has a similar structure to 
CHUM in that it is comprised 
of congregations from a 
variety of faiths, and also 
serves homeless individuals 
and families. Prior to his 
leadership role at Align, Cole 
was a Director at The Dignity 
Center, an interfaith ministry 
of Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church in 
Minneapolis, which supports people living in poverty 
and provides them a path to stability. 

Cole is Caribbean born, and came to Minnesota in 
2011 after founding Friends Hotline of Antigua and 
Barbuda, an NGO supporting and serving youth in 
crisis. Simultaneously, Cole was a Youth Director for 
the Diocese of North Eastern Caribbean and Aruba of 
the Anglican Church. “I have a great appreciation for 
the human spirit,” said Cole, “I’m passionate about 
serving, and have a calling to serve. I’m impressed by 
the breadth of services that CHUM offers, and I look 
forward to working with the CHUM staff and other 
partners in mission in Duluth.” 

Lee Stuart, current Executive Director of CHUM will 
retire June 30, 2021. CHUM is grateful that she stayed 
beyond her previously announced retirement date due 
to the circumstances of this past year. In looking 
forward, Lee said, “I am excited to welcome John as 
the next Executive Director of CHUM. I will do 
everything in my power to have as strong a transition 
as Jim Soderberg did for me. It has been an honor to 
serve CHUM for the last eight years, among the most 
rewarding of my life. Thank you, especially to CHUM’s 
staff, congregations and supporters throughout Duluth.” 
Cole will begin at CHUM on June 1. 

CHUM’s New Congregational Outreach 
and Advocacy Coordinator 

Reverend Patricia Benson is joining CHUM’s 
staff in the position of 
Congregational 
Outreach and 
Advocacy Coordinator. 

In college, she was 
involved with 
InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship and joined 
the staff in camp 
ministry. From there 
she moved to 
Minneapolis to work for 
Midwest Challenge/

Safe House. She began a street outreach program 
with First Call for Help in Hand, to connect folks 
living on the streets with people, programs, and 
services that might enable them to secure housing.  

Patricia was ordained to the diaconate in the 
Episcopal Church in Minnesota, and has served 
rural and urban congregations while working as the 
manager of Episcopal House of Prayer at St John’s 
in Collegeville until Covid shut them down. 

 The Reverend Ben Margeson, who has been 
serving in this position, will be leaving CHUM 
effective May 14th and moving to Halifax,  
Nova Scotia. 
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Voices for Justice 

Peace Church Website 
Please check out our website! Until recently our website (www.peaceuccc.org) has been mostly used by 

folks wanting to learn more about Peace Church. During this time we hope it can be a useful tool for members 
and friends to access information about what is going on. It’s a great place to go when it’s time for Sunday 
service—just click on the worship button. The Zoom links for meetings are not on the web, but will always be 
included in our twice weekly email reminders. Remember, the building is closed, but the church activities are 
definitely up and running and we hope you all can find a way to connect!  

Greg Briggs: Connecting Faith and Action 
 
What social justice issues matter most to you and what would you most like to see changed in the world? 

Social justice issues are part of a greater whole. I grew up in an EPA 
Superfund site in Michigan. Environmental justice around clean water was 
the first issue of my concern as a child. I was called to go further, and my 
doorway to social justice issues was environmentalism. When I was in 
Seminary, I was introduced to the term environmental racism. Environmental 
issues are not equally distributed around the world. For example, power 
plants are often located in poorer areas, which leads to increased cases of 
asthma. I try to be practical, so I am more concerned about everyone having 
access to healthy produce than about organic foods. The common thing 
weaving through all of this is the execution of power and how we treat one 
another. If I could change one thing it would be that everyone would see 
everyone else as the full person they are. 

How did you figure out how to respond to the issues of concern that you 
spoke about in the first question, and what did this lead you to do? 

It goes back to what I said about environmentalism. When I was aware 
that people were dying of cancer in my community because of living near a 
Superfund site, that sparked my interest in science. What moved me out of 
being a single-issue person was learning to listen and learning to be humble 
enough to know that I do not know everything, which is always a challenge. I 
learned that science doesn’t know how to increase people’s empathy. That is what has brought me into ministry 
and caring professions and trying to figure out how to help people care for each other. 

What do you see as the connection between your faith and action? 
“Faith without works is dead” from James 2:17. Or to quote from the scripture for Sunday, April 18 (1 John 

3:7): “Everyone who does what is right is righteous.” As a faith leader, I understand that a belief that doesn’t 
inspire change in action isn’t that strong of a belief. Or as Jon Stewart put it—if you can’t stick by your beliefs 
during hard times, they’re not beliefs, they’re hobbies. I’ve wrestled with this question a lot having grown up as a 
Catholic. There’s a faith versus works debate between Catholicism and Protestantism.  

Are there particular people who are sources of courage and action in your life?  
The thing that has been most important to me is identifying my communities of accountability. It’s the specific 

people, organizations, or people that I have grown up with or lived with that I would have to go back to explain 
myself. That would include my grandparents, the church where I interned in Chicago, and my hometown. It’s 
knowing that I am accountable to people beyond myself. When I say communities of accountability, sometimes 
it’s people or sometimes it’s geography. For example, when I hear about racial injustice or killings, I remember 
shepherding kids out trick or treating in Humboldt Park in Chicago, back to the church after hearing gunshots. I 
have a specific memory of those kids, including their names, who have had to live with this gun violence.  

Pastor Greg ended with this: The Christian faith and what we are called to do is easy to express but it’s a 
challenge to live out. 

 
~Interviewed by Joan Peterson 

“If your actions create a legacy that inspires others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more, 
then, you are an excellent leader.” 
— Dolly Parton 

http://www.peaceuccc.org
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Steps for Justice 
“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness,  

and to walk humbly with God.”  Micah 6:8 

The following are some Acting for Justice Hub’s suggestions for ways to  
claim our voices, to make a difference, to do justice as we confront  

the darkness and move into the light.  

***************************** 

**Beyond Violence 
We have experienced 3 more high profile mass shootings since the last Peace 
Bell—Atlanta, Boulder and Indianapolis. In several of those shootings, the shooter 
could have been stopped by a background check or an Extreme Risk Protection 
Order. So far in 2021, there have been 148 mass shootings. Please keep the 
country in your prayers but also take action. Again, send emails or make phone calls 
to Senators Klobuchar and Smith to tell them you demand action on the 2 gun safety 
reform bills passed by the House. The time is now. 

**Immigrant Welcoming 
Help welcome Ariuna and her 8 year old son Vavo to Duluth! They arrived on April 9 
after about six weeks of travel from the Republic of Buryatia, an independent republic in Siberia. Their original 
language is Russian. Airuna has been studying English. They are staying with their sponsor, Dorothy Rappel. 
Send a card. Take them a meal or a treat. Send a welcoming email. Gift cards to Super One, Walgreens or 
Target will let them get personal items for themselves. Offer them companionship on a walk or a visit/playdate in 
a local park. Pass on a puzzle or game. Ask what would be helpful. (Clothing has already been given by several 
families at Peace and their neighbors.) Do what feels comfortable and safe for you and your family. Dorothy can 
be reached at dorrapel@me.com. Her address is 2007 E. Superior Street, Duluth, MN 55812. Many thanks. 

**Dismantling Racism 
On May 3, watch a free, virtual screening of the award winning film, Just Mercy, based on the book of the same 
name by Bryan Stevenson. The Clayton Jackson McGhie Memorial (CJMM) and One Book Northland are 
sponsoring this virtual screening. To receive your passcode, email thplinfo@gmail.com and use the subject line: 
One Book Northland Virtual Movie. The film will be available for viewing throughout the day. 

**Climate Justice 
As we celebrate Earth Day, we need to focus our hopes. The recent climate data is troubling, so we need to 
improve the power of our prayers and actions. One action is gratitude. Give THANKS for the Duluth City Council 
for passing the Declaration of Climate Emergency. This unprecedented action helps us hope and act with 1900 
other municipalities in 34 nations that represent 13% of the global population. Mayor Emily Larson and all the 
Councilors supported this global initiative. It was led by Lisa Fitzpatrick, who has invested her hopes for our Blue 
Biosphere for over 3 years in this successful process. Express your gratitude and lift the earth in your prayers. 

**Global Ministries 
East Timor Flood Relief: On Easter morning, East Timor was devastated by massive flooding from a tropical 
cyclone. It is the worst natural disaster Timor has seen in 50 years, and the entire country has suffered crop 
damage, loss of livestock, loss of homes and lives. To support relief efforts, Monica and Tom Liddle are raising 
funds to address both immediate and long-term food security issues raised by this crisis. Make a donation 
electronically on the Peace Church web site “Donate” page (scroll down to “Online Giving” then click on “Select 
Fund” and choose East Timor Relief). Or you can send a check to Peace Church at 1111 N 11th Ave E, Duluth 
MN 55805 (make check out to Peace Church with East Timor Relief in the memo line). 

                                                                    ******************************** 

The Acting for Justice Hub includes six teams:  Beyond Violence, Climate Justice, Dismantling Racism, 
Global Ministries, Migrant Justice, Open and Affirming.  For more information on further ways to be involved, 
contact the Peace Church office at office@peaceucc.org. 

A huge thanks to Pamela Mittlefehldt for her 
many months editing the Voices for Justice 
and Steps For Justice columns. Your work 
has been fabulous. 
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Facebook Parenting 
Support Group 

We are here for you during 
these tough times! This is a place 
for mutual support for all Peace 
parents—you can post helpful 
parenting articles, ask for support, 
vent about what's hard, and find 
connection with others. Feel free 
to use it as you need to.  

Lending Library  
Do you have any gently used and current books for children or 

youth that you are able to donate to our Treehouse Lending Library? If 
so, please drop off any books in the church office as we need to catalog 
them before we place them in the library. For 
anyone interested in checking out a book, our 
children’s lending library is located outside by 
the front doors. The library is stocked with 
lovely books for you and your children to read. 
A gentle reminder that books are due back in 
two weeks. Thank you for supporting our kids 
and youth through books and learning. Any questions, email Sharon at 
Sharon@peaceucc.org. 

CALL FOR SUPPORT: EASTER CYCLONE HAS DEVASTATED EAST TIMOR 
4am Easter morning, Timorese people in the capital city of Dili were devastated by massive flooding induced 

by rains from a tropical cyclone. Homes, belongings, and people, too, were washed away in this, the worst 
natural disaster Timor has seen in 50 years. While Dili has seen the most intense flood damage, the entire 
country has suffered crop damage, loss of 
livestock, loss of homes and lives. This 
happened as East Timor has seen an intense 
increase in positive Covid-19 cases. 

As most Timorese people still rely on 
subsistence farming for their food and 
livelihood, it is imperative that relief efforts 
address food security: both immediate food 
needs and also long-term agricultural support 
to farmers. 

To support relief efforts, Monica and Tom 
Liddle are raising funds for the Good Crocodile 
Foundation, an indigenous-led Timorese non-
governmental organization that is on the 
ground and strategically poised to facilitate 
immediate and long-term relief work in 20 
different rural communities they serve. 

Donations can be made to Peace Church, with “East Timor” noted in the memo. Monica and Tom thank you 
for your support of our brothers and sisters in Christ in East Timor in this time of crisis. 

East Timor/Misc. 

Calling All Brady Grassroots 
Eight years ago, Congress failed to pass 

a bi-partisan background check bill. We are 
living the consequences of their inaction. 
Brady and President Biden are now calling 
on the Senate to expand and strengthen 
Brady Background Checks. Please 
consider calling your Senator now and 
demand universal background checks on 
gun sales. You can help by texting “checks” 
to 877-877 to be connected to your 
Senator’s office. Thanks for all you do to 
help end gun violence. 

“Ultimately, leadership is not about glorious crowning acts. It’s about keeping your team focused on a goal and 
motivated to do their best to achieve it, especially when the stakes are high and the consequences really 
matter. It is about laying the groundwork for others’ success, and then standing back and letting them shine.” 
— Chris Hadfield, astronaut and former Commander of the International Space Station  
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Peace People  

Thank You! 

➢ To our Sunday tech team: Doug Bowen-Bailey, Alex Dean, Paul 
O’Brien, Cindy McLean, Susan Larson Kidd, Tyler Stark, and 
Nancy Nelson, who make livestreaming of our worship  
services possible.  

➢ To all who have contributed to our Gabriel Fund which has allowed 
us to help so many people facing food scarcity and other issues in 
this time of pandemic.  

➢ To those who provided special music in April: Ian Connell, Susan 
Larson Kidd, Cathy Ameel, Cathy Wood, Kirby Wood, Gudrun 
Witrak, Hannah Liddle, Nathan Holst, Melanie Sever, and  
Ron Deters.  

➢ Thank you to Penny Cragun for providing pizza lunch for the staff in 
April. Thank you, Bud Trnka, for the flowers to brighten the front 
office. Your gifts are appreciated! 

➢ Thank you to Liz Liebenstein and Tony Montez for paying for the 
Peace magnets sent in the quarterly statements, Easter cards and 
kids Easter bags. 

➢ THANK YOU to everyone in the Peace Church family who sent 
cards after the unexpected death of our son and brother, Andrew 
Edward Paulson, on March 11, 2021, in Black Hawk, CO. We were 
just previously celebrating the birth of his first  grandson, Jameson 
Virgil Kindall who arrived on February 22, 2021, to Amanda and 
Logan Kindall, Missoula, MT. A special "Thank You" to Pastor Greg 
Briggs for his special prayer, and to Pastoral  Care Chaplain, 
Gudrun Witrak, for her helpful visit  and special treat.  
~Margaret Paulson, Lauretta Shrake, Virginia Maki 

➢ Thank you to Lisa Fitzpatrick, Elise, Aiden and Caleb Courtright, 
Roger and Penny Cragun, Jim Larson, Charlotte Frantz and the 
Peace Sanctuary Fund for help in welcoming Ariuna Abasheeva 
and Vavo (Vladimir) Abasheeva to Duluth. The clothing, toys, and 
Target gift cards were greatly appreciated and helped with the 
initial adjustment to living in Duluth.  

➢ A huge thank you to Dave Courtright for building thirty cedar 
birdhouses for families to take home at our Earth Day Festival. A 
huge thank you to Bud Trnka for his work coordinating this event. A 
huge thank you to Ben Fornear for building the new raised garden 
bed for the kids’ pumpkin patch. Furthermore, a big thank you to all 
the committees and individuals who volunteered their time to make 
this fun event happen including but not limited to Cathy Wood, 
Cathy and John Ameel, Laurie Berner, Nadine Hubert, Tim Peters, 
Elise Courtright, Leanne Ventrella, Janell Kohls, Susan Larson 
Kidd, Laura Greensmith, Terrance Smith and band and the many 
individuals that showed up to pick up trash and participate in the 
many events happening. Thank you, Sharon Dawson, for all your 
planning for this event and doing so much for our kids each month! 

➢ Thanks to Tim Peters for subbing for Dan while he was on vacation 
for ten days.  

➢ The American Indian Education Parent Advisory Committee and 
the Duluth American Indian Education Dept. 709 thank Peace 
Church for allowing the use of our kitchen to cook. 

Keep in Your Prayers 
➢ Jan Eschbach recovering at home 

from major electrical burns 

received in an accident. 

➢ All those undergoing treatment for 

cancer: Jerry Cleveland, Terri 

Shannon, Mary Caine-Hafdahl, 

Kim Kruger, Jim Soderberg, Marg 

Paulson and others.  

➢ Cheryl Walsh living with ALS and 

Roger Petry who is taking good 

care of her. 

➢ Nettie Bothwell who is moving to 

assisted living. 

➢ All those who have been 

sequestered away from loved 

ones during this time of pandemic. 

➢ All our members living in long-term 

care facilities: Joyce Riggle at 

Park Point; Mike Nugent at the 

Silver Bay Veterans Home; Steve 

Coll at St. Anne’s; Amanda Cran 

at Bishop Woods; and Sharon 

Kirtley at ViewCrest. 

➢ Sharon Kirtley, who lives at 

Viewcrest, is now able to have 

visitors. As many of you know, she 

loves to play scrabble. Call the 

church office for more information 

about visiting Sharon. 

Recycling Peace 
➢ Tim Peters has an entertainment system to give away. 

Additionally he has two beautiful framed pictures from his time in 
Africa to give to someone who will enjoy them. Contact Tim at  
314-566-2651 with questions. 

Sympathy To 
➢ Mary Parks on the death of her 

father, Gary. 
➢ Sympathy to Nina Preheim and 

her sister Liz, on the death of Liz’s 
husband in a tractor/semi accident.  

Memorials 
➢ For the Gabriel Fund in memory of 

Mike Hatlestad: Joan Hatlestad. 

➢ For the Ted Nugent Fund and the 
Arthur Foy Scholarship Fund: 
Denise Perry. 
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PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF 
Interim Pastor:  Pastor Greg Briggs  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Minister:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Sharon Dawson 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation:  
Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, Rev. John Szarke,  
Rev. Sara Olson Dean, Rev. Jan Murphy, Rev. Holly Pederson 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Monday-Thursday: 9am-3pm, Friday: closed 

PHONE:  218-724-3637 Web: peaceucc.org Facebook: peace.church.duluth  
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Greg: pastor@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org  

Jim: jim@peaceucc.org       Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org    Sharon: Sharon@peaceucc.org 
        Janell: janell@peaceucc.org         Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org    Rose: rose@peaceucc.org 

Tim P: tpnc53@gmail.com     Elise: elise@peaceucc.org   Gudrun: gwitrak@gmail.com 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Service online at 10:30am 

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events,  
please send an email request to the church office: office@peaceucc.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Bookkeeper: Rosemary Feriancek 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters 

Newsletter Editor: Elise Courtright 

Pastoral Care Chaplain: Gudrun Witrak 


