
  

 

APRIL 2021 

Holy Week  

Combined Maundy Thursday  
and Good Friday Service 

April 1 6:30pm via Zoom 
This is an interactive worship service for all ages, held via Zoom 

so we can see one another as we worship together. There will be 
opportunities for people to read scripture, and we will invite people 
to look for items in their own homes that can help relate them to the 
story. Please contact the office if you’d like to be a reader. A Zoom 
link for the service will be found in our weekly email.  

 Good Friday  
The church invites you to set aside a time to read the scriptures 

and engage in prayer and reflection when it fits best into your day. 
You might choose to walk a labyrinth, or go to the beach. Look for 
other suggestions on our website (www.peaceucc.org). 

Holy Saturday Vigil  

6pm at the Tot Lot (12th Street Beach) 
12th St. & South Lake Ave., on the lake side of Park Point 

Gather on the shore of Lake Superior for a fire, singing, 
scripture and readings that use the elements to tell the story of 
God’s ongoing work of salvation for all creation. Service will include 
the tossing of stones into the lake as part of our time of confession. 
After the service all are welcome to continue to gather around the 
fire. Children are welcome!  

Easter Sunday  

April 4 10:30am livestreamed from the sanctuary 
We will celebrate the resurrection of Jesus in Peace Church 

style.  Limited seating by family pod is available; contact the office 
or register online using the link in our weekly email. 

Earth Day Festival 

Sunday, April 25: 12:00-2:30pm 

Peace Church Lower Lot 
Come join in a 

celebration of reciprocity 
and gratitude for our 
Mother Earth. 

EVERYONE is 
invited  to gather for this 
interactive event! Let’s 
care for the land that has supported our 
Peace Community. Join us on Sunday, 
April 25 from 12-2:30pm in the lower lot 
and see what gifts you have to share as 
we clean up the property and surrounding 
area and till a new garden bed, creating a 
pumpkin patch with a sturdy fence for our 
children. There will be seeds for the kids 
and youth to plant and bring home and 
pumpkin seeds to plant that will be left at 
church to put into the new kids garden in 
June. Dave Courtright is making bird 
houses for the children to paint and bring 
home. In appreciation for all the help, 
there will be free sub sandwiches and 
chips served by the Food and Fellowship 
committee.  

Let’s show our Mother how grateful we 
are for all she gives and enjoy each others 
company in celebration of Spring!  

Peace Church families enjoyed our 
Bayfront Bonfire and Outdoor Game 
Night on February 27. 
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Covid Task Force 

Updates On Re-opening Our Church 
On March 12, Minnesota Governor Tim Walz lifted capacities on worship space—as long as masking is in 

place and social distancing is in place. On March 16, the COVID-19 Safety Task Force met to discuss what 
those changes mean for Peace Church.  

At our discussion, Pastor Greg had just taken part in a discussion with the Minnesota Department of Health 
and clergy from the Minnesota Conference of the UCC.  Consistent among UCC congregations was the desire 
not simply to follow the maximum allowable capacity, but to more gradually open.  We discussed the importance 
of taking into account the concept of herd immunity—so that people who are not able to get the vaccine for 
whatever reason are more protected. This means getting a vaccine if you are able and when it is offered to 
you—as well as cutting down risks that might increase spread and the amount of variations.   

With that as background, we decided to do the following:  

• Allow 15 pods to attend worship.    

• Allow up to 3 pods of kids for Story For All Ages.    

• Continue with all masking and social distancing, regardless of vaccination status, so that there is no extra 
privilege that comes with being vaccinated. We realize that we all are tired of masks, yet for those who have 
not or cannot get the vaccine, we want to be respectful of them and keep the guidelines consistent for 
everyone.    

• The choir will be able to do socially distant and masked singing starting after Easter for up to 30 minutes. 

• We recognize that people in the congregation may be vaccinated and want to socialize with other 
vaccinated friends. We encourage that. At this point, we won’t be accommodating that at church because 
we want to make sure our policies are welcoming for all.    

• We look forward to warmer weather when we can get the tent up to allow more lower risk opportunities 
outdoors, but for now, we are trying to gradually open up while taking into account all of the different aspects 
of ending the pandemic and helping us all make it through.  

~From Your Covid Task Force 

We Welcome You To Worship 
While our 10:30 service will continue to be livestreamed via our website (www.peaceucc.org), we also offer 

the opportunity to attend worship in person with your “pod”. Worshiping together in person is a transformative 
and joyful experience that many of us have not be able to do in more than a year. As Covid cases decrease and 
the availability of vaccines increases we will slowly ease into having more people attend service in person as 
they are able to. We love having you here! It makes livestreaming worship service that much more enjoyable, 
especially families with children who would like to participate in the Story For All Ages! Please know that we look 
forward to having you sign up and worship with us. Check your weekly email for a link to sign up or call the 
office. Capacity is limited and masks and social distancing will be enforced.  
We look forward to seeing you in person! 

Ian Connell 
provided special 
music in 
worship service 
on March 21. 

Pastor Greg and kids participating 
in the Story For All Ages in worship 
service on March 21. An archive of 
our services can be found on our 
website at peaceucc.org 
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From Interim Pastor Greg Briggs 

Who Shows Up?  
You know, for being the central story of our faith, The Holy Week Easter saga is not an easy one to sit with, 

unless we just take it at a very surface level. If we just jump Sunday to Sunday, it doesn’t seem that bad or 
challenging.  We can go from Palm Sunday, celebrating the arrival of the promised one, to Easter, where even 
death cannot stop the message and ministry of Jesus Christ, the following Sunday. If you ignore the middle part, 
it’s not that hard of a story. Yet, if you dive into the Holy Week, the in-between Sunday times, the stories become 
much more challenging and insightful.  Even after many years of revisiting the Holy Week tales, both as a 
person of faith and as a minister, the mystery and the challenges only get deeper.  

This year, I’ve been inspired and challenged by the Daily Lenten Practice “Strengthening Emotional Stamina 
to Counter White Fragility” from the Damascus Center. Specifically, I keep coming back to the opening exercise 
of writing our commitment statement; a statement that answers these questions: What mobilizes, energizes, and 
guides your everyday living? I root my commitments less in a statement and more in communities of 
accountability—which people and communities do I hold myself responsible to? Who would I show up for in 
times of trouble?  

Communities of Accountability gives a fresh lens to the Holy Week story. Maybe not from Jesus’ perspective, 
(I mean, he literally shows up for everybody) but in who shows up for Jesus—who is there in the mess, en la 
lucha. The Holy Week story is often summed up by the overly simplistic description that everyone abandoned 
Jesus at the end, but the reality is more complicated.  

In the actual struggle against the powers that be (however you define them), people do what they can, when 
they can. In trying to become more resilient to confront racism—both internal and external—the illusion that this 
can be done perfectly is shattered.  

So, don’t just look at Peter when he has denied Jesus the third time but see him do his best to be present 
again and again. And don’t forget the hidden, overlooked allies, the women present at the crucifixion and the 
tomb. They stayed by Jesus until the end. The one, consistent person present in each version of the Easter 
Tomb story is Mary Magdalene. She shows up, again and again, for Jesus, and his first true disciple.  

When talking about the crucifixion, there can be a real danger in focusing too much on “what would Jesus 
do,” as it might suggest that we are all expected to sacrifice everything, just like Jesus did. Instead, think about it 
from the perspective of the very human followers of Jesus—who showed up for Jesus when they could, how 
they could, and did what they could, however imperfectly. Mary, Peter, the disciples, as well as other people who 
did what they can—Joseph of Arimathea and the woman with the jar of ointment. We are both humbled and 
challenged as we learn our limits and see how much we are capable of.   

The reminder of the Easter story is that the story is not over yet, no matter how final it may seem. While there 
is a limit to how much sacrifice a person could give, there is no limit to how much love there is to give.  

~Pastor Greg 

Peace Church Website 
Please check out our 

website! Until recently our website 
(www.peaceuccc.org) has been 
mostly used by folks wanting to 
learn more about Peace Church. 
During this time we hope it can be 
a useful tool for members and 
friends to access information about 
what is going on. It’s a great place 
to go when it’s time for Sunday 
service—just click on the worship 
button. The Zoom links for 
meetings are not on the web, but 
will always be included in our twice 
weekly email reminders. 
Remember, the building is closed, 
but the church activities are 
definitely up and running and we 
hope you all can find a way to 
connect!  

Palm leaves were 
available for Peace kids 
to pick up for Palm 
Sunday. 

Foy Scholarship   
Once again, Peace and St. Mark AME 

will collaborate to award at least one 
scholarship in memory of the Rev. Arthur 
Foy III who served St. Mark and the wider 
Duluth community. 

This year applications and reference 
forms can be filled out and submitted 
online.  Student applicants need to submit 
an essay of no more than 500 words, a 
copy of their transcript, and a letter of 
reference.  Forms as well as additional 
information can be found on the Peace 
church website.  The deadline for 
applications is May 1. Please encourage 
likely candidates to apply.  In addition, 
pass this information on to others who 
might know of students interested in this 
opportunity. For further information, email 
foyscholar@gmail.com.   

http://www.peaceuccc.org
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Sundays in April 

Sunday, April 4: Easter Sunday 

Scripture: Mark 16:1-8, Acts 10:34-43  

Sermon by Pastor Greg Briggs 

Special music: Vocal Quartet 

 

Sunday, April 11 

Scripture: Acts 4:32-35, John 20:19-31 

Sermon by Pastor Greg Briggs 

Special music: Ron Deters and Band 

 

Sunday, April 18 

Scripture: Acts 3:12-19, Luke 24:36b-48 

Sermon by Pastor Greg Briggs 

Special music: Introducing Leon and Band 

 

Sunday, April 25 

Scripture: Acts 4:5-12, John 10:11-18 
Sermon by Pastor Greg Briggs 

Special music: Vocal Quartet 

Sunday School  
9:30am via Zoom 

Sunday school with Sharon continues 
this Spring! Check your email on Sunday 
morning for the Zoom link. We hope to see 
you in Sunday School! 

Join us for Sunday Services 
Our 10:30 service is livestreamed via our 

website (www.peaceucc.org). We offer the 
opportunity to attend worship in person with 
your “pod”. Please check your weekly email 
for a link to sign up or call the office. 
Capacity is limited and masks and social 
distancing will be enforced. We look 
forward to seeing you in person! 

Adult Forums 
Sundays at 11:30 after the service 

We look forward to offering another great month of adult 
forums on Sunday morning at 11:30 over Zoom.  As we continue 
this time of transition in our church, we are planning to have 
different speakers talk about what it means to be resilient and 
even thrive in the midst of transition, bringing you a range of 
people from different organizations and topics. Here’s what we 
have planned for April: 

April 4: Easter—No adult forum. 
 
April 11: Trans Plus with Sean Hayes—Trans Plus is a local, 
grassroots group in the Twin Ports area that seeks to provide 
connection through community, and resources to anyone who 
identifies as transgender, or under the gender variant umbrella 
(this includes people who are Two Spirit, gender non-conforming, 
non-binary, agender, etc.). They provide a bi-monthly support 
group for the Transgender community, plan community events 
and social outings, offer Trans 101 trainings, and more. Come 
hear Sean talk about this amazing work and how it impacts 
resiliency in our community. 
 
April 18: LEAN Duluth (Law Enforcement Accountability 
Network)—As a way to loop back to the conversation we had in 
the fall about police accountability, we are inviting speakers who 
have been doing some amazing organizing around police 
accountability these last number of months. LEAN came out of a 
process of extensive relational interviews with individuals and 
organizations working for police accountability in the Duluth area. 
Come get updates on the work they’re doing now and find out 
how you might be involved. 
 
April 25: Earth Day with the Climate Justice Team—The 
climate justice team has been doing a lot of work this last year, 
and we are excited both to celebrate Earth Day together, and 
share more about our current work. Come join us for a good 
conversation (with some potential youth speakers) and find out 
about some incredible opportunities coming up this spring. 

October Allen was 
our guest preacher on 
March 7. 

Sam Black (piano) and Jim 
Pospisil (French horn) providing 
special music before worship 
service on March 14. Tyler Stark 
volunteered as page turner. 
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Monday Women’s Book Group 

April 5 &19 at 4:00pm via Zoom 
 The Monday Women’s Book Group will meet via 

Zoom on April 19 to discuss a podcast from “On 
Being” by Krista Tippett featuring “Gaelynn Lea’s 
Voice and Violin.’’  Gaelynn Lea is a violinist and 
singer-songwriter from Duluth, Minnesota and a 
disability rights advocate. Email pcragun@d.umn.edu 
if you would like to be included. 

Peace Church News/Gatherings 

Daytime Book Club  
for Men and Women 

Thursday, April 15 at 10am via Zoom 
 In April the Thursday Morning Book Club will read 

Lynda Rutledge’s West With Giraffes. Based on a true 
story that took place in 1938, during The Great 
Depression. Two giraffes, that survived a hurricane in 
the Atlantic, must be moved  from New York to the 
San Diego Zoo. This is a remarkable read that 
encompasses a love story and a coming of age story, 
as well as a view of how humans can be changed by 
the grace of animals, and a rollicking adventure 
about a young man and an older man  transporting 
the giraffes to their destination before it's too late. For 
a Zoom link contact the convener, Alice Marks 
at amarks001@charter.net. 

Peace Prayer Chain 
 We have a whole group of people who 
would love to pray for you! Please call 
the church office (724-3637) or Linda 
Goese (218-341-0918) with your prayer 
concerns.  

Special Music 
    If you are interested in providing 
special music, please contact Jim at 
jim@peaceucc.org to schedule a 
Sunday worship service that works 
for you. Special music can be 
performed live in-person or  

pre-recorded and used at an upcoming service.  

Choir 
Thursdays at 4:30pm via Zoom 

Choir will continue to meet via Zoom until further 
notice. In person choir practice will begin sometime in 
the near future. Email Jim at jim@peaceucc.org if you 
have any questions. 

Facebook Parenting Support Group 
We are here for you during these tough times! This 

is a place for mutual support for all Peace parents—
you can post helpful parenting articles, ask for support, 
vent about what's hard, and find connection with 
others. Feel free to use it as you need to.  

A Racial Justice Call to Peace White Men 

April 8, 6:30-8:00pm 
Our white men’s reflection group continues to 

gather to talk about how we can better engage in 
these times and invite more white men into justice 
work. Come join the ongoing virtual conversation 
together every second Thursday of the month from 
6:30-8:00pm where we explore and wrestle with our 
own identities and how to collectively engage in our 
transformational work. Contact Nathan at 
Nathan@peaceucc.org if you have any questions or 
would like to rsvp (optional). The Zoom link can be 
found in the weekly email. 

     Casual Conversations 

Friday, April 16 at 3pm 
Are you missing coffee hour?? Please join us for 

“Casual Conversations” on the third Friday of each 
month—time will vary. This month it will be April 16 at 
3pm on Zoom. This will be a social gathering, with a 
Zoom facilitator, a chance to get to know some of 
your Peace Church friends, new and old. Please 
check your weekly reminder emails for the link to sign 
up. If the group is large we will break into smaller 
groups–like your table at coffee hour, right? 
Questions? Contact janell@peaceucc.org  

The Sunday Special 
We are a spiritual and social support group for 

individuals, families, caregivers, and workers who live 
and work with special needs and mental health 
matters. 

From Amanda Gordon, Poet: “There is always 
light. If only we’re brave enough to see it. If only we’re 
brave enough to be it.” 

May your light always shine within you and all 
around you!!! Happy Easter. 

~Amy Sullivan & Penny Cragun 

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
Wednesday, April 28  
12:00pm via Zoom  

   Celebrate Spring and the Earth with 
the Women’s Brown Bag Lunch group on 
April 28 at noon.  In addition to 

conversation about our own lives, Rev. Charlotte 
Frantz will introduce us to Missa Gaia, a wonderful 
ecological and ecumenical Mass celebrating the 
earth. Paul Winter, an American jazz musician, 
incorporated songs from nature into a joyful 
celebration of the world God has given us. We will 
watch and listen to several short clips from this work.  
If you would like to join this group please email the 
office at office@peaceucc.org 

mailto:pcragun@d.umn.edu
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 The PEACE BELL 
is a monthly publication of  

Peace United Church of Christ 
Duluth, Minnesota 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
Elise Courtright, Janell Kohls  

Nancy Nelson,  
Photographer: John Ameel 

PEACE BELL ARTICLES  

are due Monday, April 19 

Send to office@peaceucc.org 

Virtual Bible Study 

Wednesday Evenings at 5pm  
We read the Gospel lesson for the upcoming 

Sunday several times. Each time we read we are 
listening for the still, small voice of God that will speak 
to us. We learn so much from what is touching other 
people’s hearts as they hear the Gospel too. No prior 
biblical knowledge needed! We close with prayer. 
Please email the office for the Zoom link or look in 
your weekly email update. 

Monday Meals 
Though most of our volunteer ministries have been 

suspended during the pandemic, providing Monday 
meals for Loaves and Fishes Dorothy Day House is 
still going strong, thanks to our faithful volunteers. If 
you are interested in joining this group to sign up to 
bring a meal, email janell@peaceucc.org or access 
the schedule on our website under the menu “for 
volunteers.” Here is the schedule for this month: 

April 5: Stephanie Pearson 

April 12: Madeline Johnson 

April 19: Nancy Taggart 

April 26: Melissa Boyle 

Update: The kitchen at Dorothy Day House is now 
mostly functional! Please plan for 8-10 people as 
numbers are still low due to Covid. The door is still 
locked some of the time so please call Joel's cell  
(218-340-4356) to arrange for delivery of your meal. 

Many thanks to all our volunteers! 

Volunteer Reminders/Opportunities 

Wednesdays 

First Year Confirmation  

April 7 and 21 at 7:15pm  
via Zoom 

First Year Confirmation meets the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month from 7:15-8:15pm. 
Nathan is teaching this year’s class, with support from 
Sara Olson Dean. 

Call and Spiritual Journey Group  

Wednesdays from 12:30-1:30pm on Zoom 
In this time of pandemic, have you been struggling 

with your own sense of purpose? Do you long to be 
more deeply connected to others, experiencing both 
affirmation and challenge to live fully into who you 
are? Come join our weekly virtual group where you'll 
experience a space to share about your life, poetry 
and reflections on calling, and life giving songs to 
nourish your soul. If you have questions or would like 
to rsvp for the Zoom link, please contact Nathan at 
nathan@peaceucc.org. 

Centering Prayer 

Wednesdays at 5pm 
Centering Prayer is a modern Christian 

contemplative prayer practice, or a method of 
meditation. Like all methods of meditation the goal of 
Centering Prayer is to free us from what the Buddhists 
call “monkey mind” or the compulsive internal chatter 
of our minds. Through this regular time of silence, 
Centering Prayer is simultaneously a relationship with 
God and a discipline to continually foster that 
relationship. Its purpose is to learn to open ourselves 
to God’s extraordinary love in ordinary, daily life. 
Contact Jackie Falk at jhfalk@charter.net for more 
information. 

Sunday Lay Leader Schedule 
April 4: Gary Boelhower 

April 11: Kay or Bob Stevens 

April 18: Nina Preheim 

April 25: Penny Cragun 

Lay Leaders 
Jane Schmid 
and John 
Pokrzywinski 
reading 
scripture in 
worship 
service in 
March. 
Thank you! 

mailto:janell@peaceucc.org.r
mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org


7 

 

Sharon’s Column/Children’s Ministry 
"It takes a long time … to search out and discover who you are. But if you go all the way with that exploration 

it takes you … to where you find you belong to the land. And that's who you are. And when you are that, there is 
no foreign land. Wherever you are is home. And the earth is paradise and wherever you set your feet is holy 
land.”   ~Adapted from the writing of Wilfred Peltier 

We have passed the Vernal Equinox. It is the perfect time for us to come together in community and 
celebrate our connection to our “home”, to this life giving planet and to the dirt under our feet that wiggles up 
between our toes, to celebrate this “holy land”. 

Because the light, warmth, water and earth bring forth green shoots—food that is our sustenance—there is 
no more beautiful and embodied teacher than our plants.  The indigenous planting technique known as the 
Three Sisters illustrates our human experience and interdependence with our holy land.  

The Three Sisters is a planting technique that places corn, beans and squash together in one mound. Corn 
sprouts first, growing quickly. She forms a tall and sturdy stalk with leaves spaced just right for the second sister, 
Bean, to climb and place her leaves just so, in between the Corn leaves. Third sister, Squash, is slow to sprout, 
remains low to the ground and her broad leaves get just enough sunlight (shared by her conscientious older 
sisters above) to fan out, shading the older sisters roots during the heat of summer, also keeping moisture in the 
ground and keeping other pesky plants away.  

Without the Corn’s support the Bean would lay on the ground, vulnerable. Bean puts nitrogen into the soil 
enabling healthy growth for all three sisters.  Squash roams, putting down roots, collecting water further away so 
Corn and Bean have enough moisture. These three share light, water and soil enabling wellbeing for all three. 

In Robin Wall Kimmerer’s book Braiding Sweetgrass, she offers that the organic symmetry of these three 
plant forms belong together; “the placement of every leaf, the harmony of shapes speak their message. Respect 
one another, support one another, bring all your gifts and receive the gifts of others and there will be enough for 
all. Being among the sisters provides a visible manifestation of what a community can become when it’s 
members understand and share their gifts. In reciprocity, we fill our spirits as well as our bellies.” 

It is in this spirit that all of our community, young and old alike, are welcome to join in the Earth Day 
Celebration here at Peace Church on Sunday, April 25. 

We are able to come together in care for our Mother Earth.  We are able to offer back to Her for all we have 
received. We will till and plant and clean and share laughter—bringing our presence as a gift and by example 
teach our children that their gifts of participation in reciprocity and that caring for our “holy ground” matters and 
can fill those places which are unnamable. It can fill the place within of spirit, of “home”.   

~Sharon Dawson 

Peace Parent Group  

Thursday , April 8 & 22 at 7:30pm  
via Zoom 

    Please join us for this new Parent Group! 
We have created a relaxed space for parents with 
children of all ages to get together for a bit of 
friendship, support and encouragement as we 
navigate through the current challenges we face 
together. Those organic conversations that 
happen naturally when we are able to be together 
in person can really be helpful on a challenging 
day.  Hoping to create that space through one of 
the best tools we have at this time—Zoom.  

Please come share your 
ideas, struggles and 
successes. Please look for a 
Zoom link in your email. If 
you have questions please 
contact me, Sharon, 
Children’s Minister at 
Sharon@peaceucc.org. 

Lending Library Update 
Do you have any gently 

used and current books for 
children or youth that you 
are able to donate to our 
Treehouse Lending 
Library? If so, please drop off 
any books in the church office as we need to catalog them 
before we place them in the library. For anyone interested 
in checking out a book, our children’s lending library is 
located outside by the front doors. The library is stocked 
with lovely books for you and your children to read. A 
gentle reminder that books are due back in two weeks. 
Thank you for supporting our kids and youth through books 
and learning. Any questions, email Sharon at 
Sharon@peaceucc.org. 

Earth Day Festival 

Sunday, April 25 from 12:00-2:30pm 

Peace Church lower lot 
Please join us for this event! See front page for details. 

mailto:Sharon@peaceucc.org
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Youth 

Spring is a time of mud. It’s a time of “not 
quite yet”, a time of possibilities, but it 
sometimes doesn’t look so pretty. It’s a time 
of glimpsing what is growing under the 
surface, of feeling the freshness of rain (instead of snow), and a time of longing for more warmth. It’s no wonder 
spring is the time in our church calendar that we remember the death and resurrection of Jesus. Spring is full of 
the both/and. It reminds us of how we carry what is difficult, at the same time holding the beauty of what is 
coming into being. 

I have been so inspired by our Peace middle school youth in this time. They have continued to show up for 
our online youth group in this challenging pandemic time, where most of us are burned out on Zoom, and have 
given new life to the group, creating a collective project of writing a story for our children. It didn’t take much for 
them to pour out their excitement and creativity. We simply paused any programming I had in mind and I asked 
them what they wanted to do. After a few rounds of brainstorming and conversations, they are now learning how 
to synthesize their ideas as a group. It’s not without frustrations, of course. Any group process is slow, hard 
work; but watching them support one another, lifting up each other’s ideas, and stepping into leadership in the 
service of sharing with the larger congregation has been such an amazing thing to witness and celebrate. 

Then when I was preparing for my sermon this last month, I decided to ask some of the youth to reflect on 
their experience of challenge and resiliency in this last year. You may have heard their voices during my sermon 
recently (if you haven’t, I encourage you to go back and listen to the March 21 service), but it is worth lifting up 
again in this spring/Easter time. After hearing about some of the challenges our youth are facing in this time, this 
is what Kate Dean had to share about how she sees resiliency: 

“During these crazy times, I connect resiliency with one simple word: hope. I am resilient because of hope…
being resilient is thinking of our dreams, seeing the obstacles, but still keep going, not giving up, and always 
striving to be better. That’s what resiliency is to me.” 

What a resurrection message this is for us. Knowing that there are obstacles, that challenges are a part of 
what we experience (don’t the buds in the spring know this all too well?), but that we are capable of continuing 
with hope. I am carried by that vision and by the vision that this community continues to hold as a church 
committed to justice, to relationships, to welcome. 

As we continue to look toward the coming season, as we get our hands in the spring mud of our gardens 
(and the sometimes messy and beautiful mud of our spiritual lives), let’s remember that—even when it doesn’t 
look pretty—resurrection, resiliency, and new life is the promise of spring. 

~Nathan Holst 

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in.” 

 ~Leonard Cohen 

April Youth Group (Grades 6-8) 
What an amazing youth group it’s been this last month 

(even with Covid/Zoom!). We are in the process of writing a 
children’s book as a group, and have started developing plot 
and characters. Come join us—it’s really fun! This is our youth 
directed space this spring, so bring your ideas of what you 
want to do together. As usual, we meet on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:00-7:00pm, starting with a check in, then 
some kind of project/conversation, and prayer time.  
See you there! 

Nathan’s Column 

Community 
   International Cultural  

Exchange Services 
 My name is Sibley Mattson and I'm 

looking for open-minded, caring families 
and individuals interested in hosting 
international exchange high school students 
next school year. I live here in Duluth and 
cover the Duluth region as a Local 
Coordinator for International Cultural 
Exchange Services (https://
www.icesusa.org). If you have any 
questions or would like more info, I'd be 
happy to help—(612)558-0944.Thank you 
and God bless!  

Food Justice Garden Project  
Are you interested in helping with a garden project in the Duluth 

Hillside neighborhood? St. Mark AME Church and Healthy 
Alliances for all are at the core of this collaborative effort. Phase 
one is to get seeds in the ground this spring, and food grown this 
summer for the neighborhood.  They need your help. This is an 
initiative of African Heritage people and organizations—driven by 
and for Duluth communities of color.  We are asking our friends and 
allies to support us. 

 If you're willing and able to help in the gardens regularly late 
May through mid fall, please submit your name, email address, and 
phone number asap. You can sign up by googling The Giving 
Garden Volunteer Sign-up List (google.com) . 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9Nm-4kUAhoECA62rKmMVgBZeQgcXLuNveWt-xZoZ0zoJBIQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9Nm-4kUAhoECA62rKmMVgBZeQgcXLuNveWt-xZoZ0zoJBIQ/viewform
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Regularly Scheduled Team & Committee 
Meetings 
(Please watch emails for updates on meeting times and formats) 

Stewardship Team:  
Thursday, April 22 
5:30pm via Zoom 

Adult Ed Team:  
Tuesday, April 13 
3:00pm via Zoom 

Dismantling Racism 
Team:  
Thursday, April 8 
3:30pm via Zoom 

Children’s Ministry 
Team:  
Thursday, April 8 
6:00pm via Zoom 

Worship & Arts 
Committee:  
Tuesday, April 13 
5:30pm via Zoom 

History Team:  
TBD 

Shared Ministry Team:  
Wednesday, April 14 
4:00pm via Zoom 

CHUM 
CHUM is “People of faith working together 

to provide basic 
necessities, foster 
stable lives, and 

organize for a just and compassionate 
community.” 

Peace Church Meals for the  
CHUM Drop In Center  

(located at 125 North 1st Ave West) 
Please note that all food is prepared at 

Peace Church, dropped off at Chum, and 
served by Chum staff.  

Wednesday Breakfast: 
April 7 & 21 

Donations are always appreciated 
and can be dropped off at Peace Church: 

current need is for granola bars.  

Thursday Dinner: April 15 
Donations of food for the dinner are always 
welcome! Let us know if you’d like to be on the 

email list to provide food and/or help make 
sandwiches or deliver food to Chum. Contact the 

church office at 218-724-3637 or 
office@peaceucc.org. 

Donations Needed! 

For the Food Shelf 

Canned pears, fruit cocktail, pineapple, mandarin oranges, 
chicken noodle & cream of mushroom soup, peanut butter, 
tuna, spam, Spaghettios, chili, stew, chunky soups, pasta 
sides, rice-a-roni & ramen, cold cereal, 
pork and beans. Donations are accepted 
Monday through Friday at the Downtown 
location from 9:00am-12:00pm. 
 
*If you have something to donate, please 
call (218) 720-6521 to schedule a drop 
off at Chum. 

Finance Team:  
Wednesday, April 14 
5:00pm via Zoom 

Property Team: 
Wednesday, April 14 
6pm via Zoom 

Food & Fellowship Team:  
check email for details 

Acting for Justice Hub:  
Sunday, April 11 
1:00pm via Zoom 

Climate Justice Team: 
Monday, April 19 
7:15pm via Zoom 

Health and Wellness 
Team:  
TBD 

CHUM Annual Meeting  
CHUM’s Annual Meeting was held March 25 via 

Zoom. In addition to voting for Board Members, 
Executive Lee Stuart and staff reported on CHUM 
programs and activities in 2020. Persons in the 
homeless community who died during the year were 
remembered in song and photographs. Legislative 
priorities were reviewed. 

In 2020, 1,146 people used Chum’s shelters, 
warming center, and covid isolation/ quarantine hotels. 
57% had experienced long term homelessness (without 
a permanent place to live for more than a year or three 
times homeless in the last four years). Approximately 
1/3 of CHUM’s guests came from a situation where 
they’d been doubled up with friends or relatives, 1/3 
came from places not meant for human habitation, 20% 
from institutions such as hospitals, treatment centers, 
or corrections facilities and the remainder from other 
places of shelter. 

Chum’s food shelf received 403,849 pounds of 
donated food and distributed 6,501 food packages 
weighing 388,702 pounds to 5,801 people in about 
2,046 households (7% of Duluth’s population) 

CHUM shelter served 54,900 meals between May 
and December 2020. 

CHUM provided isolation and quarantine for 224 
persons. This included 57 positive cases, most of them 
toward the very end of the year. 

Legislative priorities include bills and budget 
allocations to help reduce homelessness. Also under 
consideration at the legislature are bills to reduce fines 
and fees related to traffic stops. The additional fees can 
greatly increase the cost of minor traffic violations. 

A new program in 2021 is a relationship with local 
Community Supported Agriculture which will make 
more fresh produce available through the Food Shelf. 

The complete Annual Meeting was recorded and is 
available on line: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=9uCJAtGgTbw. Many thanks, Peace members and 
friends, for all your contributions to CHUM! 
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Voices for Justice 
Pamela Mittlefehldt: Giving Voice to Justice 

“. . . like amnesiacs/in a ward on fire, we must/find words/or burn.” -Olga Broumas 

These watchwords inspire Pamela Mittlefehldt’s daily dedication to finding 
words—words that give voice to the urgent cry for justice in a world on fire. 

It seems fitting that Pamela’s first awakening to those fires of injustice was in 
witnessing the silencing of a most celebrated voice—that of Paul Robeson. 
Robeson had been invited to sing at the college where her father taught, but 
every hotel in town refused to rent him a room because of his race. That 
childhood incident sparked Pamela’s lifelong pursuit to use her life and words to 
redress imbalances of power, wealth, and access skewed by race, ethnicity, 
age, sex, sexual orientation, ability. The change she desires most is that we as 
a society reshape our thinking about wealth and power. “It’s not about control. 
It’s about balance, and honor, and having the deepest respect for each other. . . 
It is the ongoing struggle to heal what’s broken and to create a world of justice 
and wholeness.” 

Pamela began her quest for justice in the peace and civil rights protests of 
the 60s, and decided that the best way to make a difference was “to get people 
to use what they were given in terms of their creativity and voice and brain 
power,” and that the best ways she could do that were through writing and 
teaching. Pamela’s first teaching job was at an inner city school in Chicago—a class of African American, Asian, 
Latino, Dutch, Chicano, and Appalachian students. She had them write often, so they could learn “how to take a 
feeling and put it on paper, and how to listen to others.” Pamela later spent a year at the Center for Intercultural 
Documentation in Cuernavaca, Mexico, with Ivan Illich, who had a significant influence on her thoughts about 
education, as did a Cuban literacy worker there. After completing her MA in Library Science, she spent a few 
years as a public librarian. She went on to teach in an alternative community college program, Metro State, and 
the University of Minnesota, and after completing her PhD, taught American Studies, Community Studies, and 
Women’s Studies at St. Cloud State for many years. 

Writing, story, poetry, finding words are at the heart of Pamela’s quest for justice. Audre Lorde’s “Poetry Is 
Not a Luxury,” captures Pamela’s belief that poetry “is a vital necessity of our existence. It forms the quality of 
light within which we predicate our hopes and dreams toward survival and change, first made into language, 
then into idea, then into more tangible action” (Lorde). “That’s how I respond to my faith and cry for justice—by 
honoring the voice and story of every living being...Our stories are the one thing that provides a possibility for 
common ground.” 

Pamela has pondered themes of silence and silencing over the years—a cruel irony now that a paralyzed 
vocal cord has effectively silenced her voice. Seeking to overcome silencing, she has encouraged voice in 
others—nurturing writers through editing, teaching, and writing workshops. Peace has been a place that has 
allowed her to do that. She came to Peace because of the social justice focus and because the people of Peace 
“embodied Micah 6:8—to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly together.” Here she met “people who made 
faith action,” and faith without action for her is “an empty cymbal.” 

For Pamela, “the root of faith is the question, and questions are action...Faith is questing; it’s search; it’s the 
attempt to embrace the world while trying to change it for the better. Questions are grounded in wonder and 
wonder is the essence of faith...For me, faith is about seeking, the journey, the transformation.” Many have 
inspired her quest—Audre Lorde, Robin Wall Kimmerer, Terry Tempest Williams, Paul Wellstone, her friends. 
Two questions she has pondered lately—“Why is the world so beautiful?” and “Why is the world so ugly?”—drive 
her faith, her words, and her actions. The one fuels her rage at injustice, and the other grounds her in a deep 
sense of gratitude for the wonder and beauty of the world. So I end with the words of e.e. cummings, who, she 
says, “teaches me as much as anybody about gratitude”—words that were among the first she memorized, were 
at the heart of her and Bill’s wedding, and will one day be in her memorial service: “I thank You God for most 
this amazing/day: for the leaping greenly spirits of trees/and a blue true dream of sky; and for everything/which 
is natural which is infinite which is yes.” 

~Interviewed by Beth Bartlett 

“Even a wounded world is feeding us. Even a wounded world holds us, giving us moments of wonder and joy. I 
choose joy over despair. Not because I have my head in the sand, but because joy is what the earth gives me 
daily and I must return the gift.” 
―Robin Wall Kimmerer  
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Moderator’s Report  

Companions with Questions    
Pastor Greg has shared with me that three months into a pastoral 

transition is a common time for significant conflict to arise within 
congregations. As we approach the end of our third month with Pastor 
Greg with us, Peace Church is facing some struggles and many 
questions. Within leadership, there is no clear consensus yet on a path forward.  While we have different 
experiences and perspectives, I truly believe that everyone involved has the desire for Peace Church to live out 
its vision: 

to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith, committed to peace and justice, 
and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of 
people’s sexual orientation, race, culture, gender, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. 

With time, I believe we can come together around that vision and find our way forward. 

We have heard from members that people would like more information on what is taking place—and how the 
congregation will be engaged in the transition process. We are not yet at that point, but we hope it will be soon.   

A colleague recently shared with me this quote from Rainer Maria Rilke: 

"Be patient toward all that is unresolved in your heart...Try to love the questions themselves...Do not now 
seek the answers, which cannot be given because you would not be able to live them--and the point is to live 
everything. Live the questions now. Perhaps you will then gradually, without noticing it, live along some distant 
day into the answers."  

So, I realize that this column may raise questions more than it does provide answers. I invite you to reach out 
to any council members. We may not be able to share information at this time, but we can gather your thoughts 
and questions and include those in our deliberations as we move along the path of transition.  

In closing, I want to share one story. On Friday, March 19, I was biking home and ran into Marian Jensen who 
lives just down the hill from me. She has been attending services recently and asked how things are going. I 
shared that we are having some difficult times with the transition and she said to me, “Change is hard” and then 
invited me to stop by some time and have coffee with her on her porch. It was a real gift to me in that moment 
and a reminder of how we can serve as Christ to each other in times when we don’t realize it.  It helped me to 
see that the pandemic will pass, the struggles with transition will be navigated, and in time, we will return to being 
companions in the journey which Pastor Kathy often reminded meant “sharing bread” with one another. For now, 
perhaps our questions need to be what sustains us. 

As a congregation, we are people on a journey. As a council, we look forward to it being more clear how you 
as members can join in the work of transition, but if you are waiting for some way to be engaged, please feel free 
to pray for the council, for our staff, and for Pastor Greg as we do our best to come up with next steps.  

~Doug Bowen-Bailey 

Church Coordinating Council 
will meet Tuesday, April 20 at 
7pm via Zoom.  

Coordinating Council 2020-2021 
Moderator: Doug Bowen-Bailey 

Vice Moderator: Hope David 

Past Moderator: Sue Isernhagen 

Council Secretary: Diane Swanoski 

Treasurer: Dick Goese 

Christian Spiritual Life Representative: Gudrun Witrak 

Christian Stewardship Representative: Dave Courtright 

Christian Education Representative: Penny Cragun 

Acting for Justice Representative: John Doberstein 

At Large Member: Mary Adams 

At Large Member: Tom Hystead 

At Large Member: Matt Ryan 

At Large Member: Bud Trnka 

*Please contact the office (office@peaceucc.org) if you need contact 
info for anyone on our council. Thanks. 

Interim Pastor Greg presenting a 
retirement gift to Toni Kasell in worship 
service on March 7. She spent nine 
years as our bookkeeper. 
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Steps for Justice 
“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with God.”  Micah 6:8 

***************************** 

The following are some Acting for Justice Hub’s suggestions for ways to claim 
our voices, to make a difference, to do justice as we confront the darkness and 
move into the season of light.  

**Beyond Violence 

On March 11th the two bills to expand Brady background checks passed in 
the House. Check https://www.bradyunited.org/ for more information about the 
bills. 

Representative Pete Stauber voted against both bills to expand background 
checks to all gun sales in spite of 90% support for the bills. 

If you want to tell him that you are disappointed in his vote, please call his 
office and let him know. 202-225-6211. 

Both Senators Amy Klobuchar and Tina Smith support these bills. It would 
help if you emailed or called their offices to let them know you want them to 
vote yes and thank them for their support. Senator Tina Smith: 202-224-5641. 
Senator Amy Klobuchar: 202-224-3244. 

**Immigrant Welcoming 

Donate accumulated travel rewards or airline miles to help a migrant or refugee travel. Miles4Migrants 
matches donations with migrants needing travel assistance. Donors pledge miles they are willing to give. 
Miles4Migrants works with partner organizations assisting immigrants and refugees. Your miles are matched to 
someone’s need and you help with the ticket purchase. Miles4Migrants may be used for international or 
domestic travel. Both Forbes Magazine and NY Times have written articles on the program, and United Airlines 
has made Miles4Migrants one of their charity organizations. 

Go to https://miles4migrants.org/ to learn more or pledge your miles. 

**Dismantling Racism 

Hungry? Have you tried Spoon’s Bar and Grill, now open in Lincoln Park (2113 W. Superior St.). Check out 
their webpage https://spoons-bar-grill.business.site/#gallery or follow them on Facebook. “Soul food inspired 
dishes passed down through several generations.” Stephan and Solomon Witherspoon are friends of our 
congregation, and last October we supported their entrepreneurial venture! 

**Climate Justice  

Read your monthly electric bill, and identify the total number of KWHours that you were charged that month. 
Then by yourself or with others in the household, set a goal to reduce the KWHours for the next month. If the 
Step is a success and you reduce your usage, design a non-carbon way to celebrate! 

**Global Ministries 

Monica and Tom Liddle share a 3-minute video about next steps for Peace Church's global connections. 
Here's the link: https://youtu.be/07VqeI0eCnI 

Global Ministries is the name of the United Church of Christ's global mission program, as well as this Acting 
for Justice team. To learn more about the national setting of the UCC at work around the world see: https://
www.globalministries.org/ 

To learn more about The Good Crocodile Foundation of East Timor, which is highlighted in our short video, 
see: https://lafaekdiak.jimdofree.com/english/home/ 

 

                                                                    ******************************** 

 

The Acting for Justice Hub includes six teams:  Beyond Violence, Climate Justice, Dismantling Racism, 
Global Ministries, Migrant Justice, Open and Affirming.  For more information on further ways to be involved, 
contact the Peace Church office at office@peaceucc.org. 
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Peace People  

Thank You! 

➢ To our Sunday tech 

team: Doug Bowen-

Bailey, Alex Dean, 

Tim Carpenter, Paul 

O’Brien, Cindy 

McLean, Susan 

Larson Kidd, Tyler 

Stark, and Nancy 

Nelson, who make 

livestreaming of our 

worship services 

possible.  

➢ To all who have 

contributed to our 

Gabriel Fund which 

has allowed us to 

help so many people facing food scarcity and other issues in this 

time of pandemic.  

➢ Thank you so much to all of you at Peace for your kind words and 

well wishes, all the cards I've received, your generous gifts and the 

beautiful hand blown glass "teardrop". What a great 9 1/2 years I 

had working as the Peace Church Bookkeeper and getting to know 

all of you.  Thanks again and I will miss you all! ~Toni Kasell 

➢ Thank you to Liz Liebenstein for the chocolates, cashews and 

beautiful card for staff members to enjoy. Thank you to Pamela and 

Bill Mittlefehldt for the beautiful flower bouquet that was delivered to 

the church office. The lilies are lovely and make our office smell 

wonderful. Thank you to Kay Stevens for the yummy treats. 

➢ To those who provided special music in March: Ron Deters, Ian 
Connell, Susan Larson Kidd, youth girls choir, Gudrun Witrak, Cathy 
Ameel, Kirby Wood, Hannah Liddle, Nathan Holst, Kelli Hallsten-
Erickson, and Patti Beech-Dzuik.  

➢ Dear Friends and Local Faith Communities, Thank you! During the 

past couple months, I have been reflecting a lot on the last year, 

including the pandemic and uprising around social justice. We are 
deeply appreciative of our partnership with local faith communities, 
and as I thought about the number of youth we served (almost 800 
in 2020), I wanted to simply say thank you.  Many of you have 
stepped up in this difficult time in a multitude of ways, including 
financial contributions and donations of basic needs items, clothing, 

prayer shawls, food, and gift cards for our young people.  We are 
grateful for your support and value your partnerships in this 
important work. We are open for smaller groups of socially 
distanced tours and I would like to extend an ongoing invitation to 
you and other members of your congregation if you should ever 
want to arrange a tour to see the impact of the work we do, with the 

support of community partners such as yours.  ~Amber Sadowski, 
Community Development Director, Life House. 

Keep in Your Prayers 
➢ Jan Eschbach recovering at home 

from major electrical burns 

received in an accident. 

➢ All those undergoing treatment for 

cancer: Jerry Cleveland, Beth 

Post, Terri Shannon, Mary Caine-

Hafdahl, Kim Kruger, Jim 

Soderberg, Marg Paulson and 

others.  

➢ Cheryl Walsh living with ALS and 

Roger Petry who is taking good 

care of her. 

➢ Nettie Bothwell who is in rehab 

following a hospital stay. 

➢ Pat Nelson who is recovering from 

a broken bone in her shoulder. 

➢ Alice Marks who is recovering at 

home from foot surgery. 

➢ All those who have been 

sequestered away from loved 

ones during this time of pandemic. 

Sympathy To 
➢ Laura Tonkin on the death of her 

mother. 
➢ Gary Anderson on the death of his 

nephew. 
➢ Marg Paulson on the death of her 

son, Andrew.  

Memorials 
➢ For the Gabriel Fund in memory of 

Bill Kehtel: Cindy Macaulay, Linda 
Kirchmaier. 

➢ For the Gabriel Fund in memory of 
Mike Hatlestad: Linda Kirchmaier. 

➢ For the Gabriel Fund in memory of 
Bill Kehtel and Mike Hatlestad: Bill 
Hardesty and Georgette Sarkela. 

Tech Team Support 
Looking for one or two committed 

people who may be interested in learning to 
help run the sound board for streaming 
services. It is okay if you have no 
experience but are interested; being a 
musician is always helpful too. Susan 
Larson Kidd will provide training. 

If you are interested in helping with 
running the livestream and managing the 
video part, we are looking for more people 
to grow our team. Doug Bowen-Bailey will 
provide training. If you have an interest in 
either, email office@peaceucc.org.  

“You may encounter many defeats, but you must not be defeated. In fact, it may be necessary to encounter the 
defeats, so you can know who you are, what you can rise from, how you can still come out of it.” 
― Maya Angelou  

Easter Lily Memorials 
➢Lorraine Anderson in memory of 
Howard Anderson. 

➢Linda and Dick Goese in memory of 
their parents. 

➢Doreen Marciniak and family in 
memory of Dennis Marciniak. 

mailto:office@peaceucc.org
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Peace United Church of Christ 
1111 North 11th Avenue East 
Duluth, MN 55805-1517 

(218) 724-3637 
www.peaceucc.org 
E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 

Non-profit  
Organization 
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Permit No. 84 

Duluth, MN 

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF 
Interim Pastor:  Pastor Greg Briggs  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Minister:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Sharon Dawson 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation:  
Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, Rev. John Szarke,  
Rev. Sara Olson Dean, Rev. Jan Murphy, Rev. Holly Pederson 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Monday-Thursday: 9am-3pm, Friday: closed 

PHONE:  218-724-3637 Web: peaceucc.org Facebook: peace.church.duluth  
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Greg: pastor@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org  

Jim: jim@peaceucc.org       Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org    Sharon: Sharon@peaceucc.org 
        Janell: janell@peaceucc.org         Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org    Rose: rose@peaceucc.org 

Tim P: tpnc53@gmail.com     Elise: elise@peaceucc.org   Gudrun: gwitrak@gmail.com 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Service online at 10:30am 

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events,  
please send an email request to the church office: office@peaceucc.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Bookkeeper: Rosemary Feriancek 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters 

Newsletter Editor: Elise Courtright 

Pastoral Care Chaplain: Gudrun Witrak 


