
  

 

MARCH 2021 

Looking At Lent 
The theme for Lent this year is “resilience,” how 

we stay strong, loving, and flexible in hard 
times.  Each day in Lent, there will be a 
Facebook post that gives a different suggestion or 
tip on how to be resilient. This is different from a 
standard Lenten devotional, these tips will be more 
practically focused for people with busy lives. The 
suggestions will range from spiritual, to embodied 
practice, to reminders about the blessings of 
sabbath time. If you’d like to submit a resiliency tip 
that has worked for you, email it to 
pastor@peaceucc.org.  

Sunday worship in Lent will have some 
liturgical changes, as well.  We will have multiple 
guest preachers who will speak to resiliency in their 
own contexts. Each week we will pray a different 
version of the Lord’s Prayer, and we will have a 
visual representation of the journey of Lent using 
our sand table and a lit collection of candles that 
will be extinguished as we move towards the cross.  

The church will also be preparing videos of 
Prayers around the Cross, a church tradition, for 
people to use. These videos will be posted to our 
Youtube page  _________________ 

There is also a small group that is doing a 
Lenten intensive, but registration for this event is 
closed, but some of the learnings may be 
incorporated into the daily resiliency tips.  

Looking Ahead For Easter 
Holy Week Worship Celebrations are still in their initial 

planning stages, so be on the lookout for more information 
via email. We will be having services on Maundy 
Thursday , Good Friday, and at least one celebration on 
Easter Sunday at 10:30am.  

Maundy Thursday 

April 1 at 7:00pm 
Join us virtually as we remember the final meal Jesus 

shared and continues to share with his disciples. More 
information will be shared in the weekly emails. 

Good Friday 

April 2 at 7:00pm 
Please join us online at www.peaceucc.org. Please 

check weekly emails for more information.  

Easter Sunday 

April 4 at 10:30am  
Please join us online for a traditional Easter Service 

with special music and a sermon by Pastor Greg. More info 
to come. 

Several families with kids in elementary and middle school met at Mont du Lac on January 30 for a fun 
afternoon of tubing. It was a great way to spend time together safely while still interacting in person. There will 
be another tubing event in March. See page 9 for more information. Thanks to Nathan Holst, Sharon Dawson 
and Greg Briggs for hosting this fun day. 

Photo taken at the Ash 
Wednesday service here 
at Peace on February 17. 

mailto:pastor@peaceucc.org
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From Interim Pastor Greg Briggs 

Human Beings, Not Human Doings  
The internalized pressure to be busy can be overwhelming. So many things tell us to fill our days, be 

productive, to do something with our lives. Idleness is thought to be laziness, and workplaces regularly assess 
our productivity. Far too often, our jobs are our status symbols, especially if they come with titles or give letters 
at the end of our names, like PhD. It even comes across in the ways we greet each other, “Hey, what you been 
up to lately? Working hard, or hardly workin?”  

In this Covid time, the pressure created by having things to do is increasing. Half the people are wondering 
how to accomplish all the extra things they need to do to make it through the day, and the other half are left with 
an over abundance of time. For the lucky ones, there are intergenerational or inter-productive pods that can help 
balance the differences. (Perhaps, this is what church could be in this time, making connections between the 
over and under extended… maybe that’ll be a future newsletter article). Yet, both sides are still frustrated by the 
challenge of busy-ness.  

Sometimes, it is too easy to forget that we do not have to prove ourselves to anyone, even ourselves.  Our 
desires for maximum utilization of opportunities and resources can make it feel like a crime to not take all we 
can. Yet, it isn’t true. As my yoga teacher said, we are human beings, not human doings. 

We are beloved children of God. God’s love of us is a given, not something to be earned.  

This isn’t an exclusive claim of Christianity yet it is a core belief of our faith. But even within Christianity, there 
can be that pressure that we need to be doing something, all the time. But as the song goes, “They will know we 
are Christians by our Love,” and not, “They will know we are Christians by our programs.” From the little I know 
of Peace church, you are a church of justice doers, as all churches should be. Yet sometimes we confuse the 
drive for justice with the drive to do something. As Cornel West said, “Justice is what love looks like in public, 
just like tenderness is what love feels like in private.” When we are too justice minded, we forget that second 
part. Yet, we can never forget that second part, even in this interim time when it feels that there is even more  
to do.  

Lent is a time to be tender. Lent is a time for us to remember that we are called to be beloved children of 
God, not to do things to earn that title. In Lent, we are given many opportunities to create space to be, though we 
often confuse the method with the goal and make it about something else to do. We aren’t invited to fast 
because we need to punish ourselves, but as a way to reflect on what we have. We are encouraged to take time 
to pray and meditate, not to earn a spot in heaven, but so we can create space for the truths that ground us and 
connect us. Just like we are reminded each week to take a sabbath break, Lent reminds us each year to take a 
break from the world as it is, and dream how it could be and how the divine calls it to be. 

It is essential to see how we are living in love, both in justice and in tenderness. We might even choose to 
reverse how we express love for a time—how are we tender in places that need justice, and how are we just and 
fair in our personal relationships—at home, at work, and at the church? Then, centered in the spirit, we can 
embrace the mystery and wonder in the story of Jesus, and his undying love for all of creation. Through this, we 
reaffirm that all of us are human be-ings. 

~Pastor Greg 

EASTER LILY ORDER FORM 

ON EASTER SUNDAY, WE WILL FILL THE ALTAR WITH A MEMORIAL GARDEN OF LILIES.  
If you wish to have a lily placed in memory or honor of someone, please complete the form below and 

return it to the office by Thursday March 25. The price per plant is $20. 
I would like to order ___ Lilies at a cost of $20 per plant, a portion going to our Transportation Fund. 

Please enclose a check made out to Peace Church and mark it “Lilies”. 

 From: ___________________________________________________________ 

 In Memory of _____________________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________________________ 

 In Honor of _______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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Sundays in March 

Sunday, March 7  
Third Sunday in Lent 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1: 18-25,  
John 2: 13-22 

Sermon by October Allen and Jackie Falk 

Special music:  Peace Band with  
Ron Deters 

*We will honor Toni Kasell this morning for 
her nine years as our bookkeeper.  

Sunday, March 14 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Scripture: Numbers 21: 4-9, John 3: 14-21 

Sermon by Pastor Greg 

Special music: Kelli Hallsten, Patti Beech-
Dziuk, and Susan Larson Kidd 

*Remember to set your clocks forward one 
hour for Daylight Savings!  

Sunday, March 21 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Scripture: Jeremiah 31: 31-34,  
John 12: 20-33 

Sermon by Nathan Holst 

Special music: Leon and friends 

*This Sunday marks the one year 
anniversary of online worship due to Covid. 

Sunday, March 28 
Palm Sunday 
Scripture: TBA 

Sermon by Pastor Greg. 

Special music: Kirby Wood, Cathy Ameel, 
Susan Larson Kidd, and Gudrun Witrak 

Sunday School Continues! 
9:30am via Zoom 

Sunday school will continue this 
Winter! Check your email on Sunday 
morning for the Zoom link. We hope to see 
you in Sunday School! 

Join us for Sunday Services 
Our 10:30 service is livestreamed via our 

website (www.peaceucc.org). We offer the 
opportunity to attend worship in person with 
your “pod”. Please check your weekly email 
for a link to sign up or call the office. 
Capacity is limited and masks and social 
distancing will be enforced. We look forward 
to seeing you! 

Adult Forums 
Sundays at 11:30 after the service 

We look forward to offering another great month of adult 
forums on Sunday morning at 11:30 over Zoom.  As we continue 
this time of transition in our church, we are planning to have 
different speakers talk about what it means to be resilient and 
even thrive in the midst of transition, bringing you a range of 
people from different organizations and topics. Here’s what we 
have planned for March: 

    March 7: Stories from the Border—Penny Cragun, Judy 
Gibbs—“I was a stranger and they welcomed me” (Matthew 
25:35)  In January 2020 nine people from NE MN, including three 
from Peace Church, departed for El Paso, Texas, and Juarez, 
Mexico, to visit and learn from our neighbors on the border 
regarding immigration. Our eyes and minds were opened on what 
we saw and learned. We heard how people left their homes for 
economic or personal reasons. They journeyed to a strange land 
to begin a new life. They had stories of hardship, tragedy and 
courage. Please come with us on the journey in this adult forum 
and you will be introduced to some of the people we met. 
“Welcome one another just as Christ has welcomed you, to the 
glory of God” (Romans 15:7) 
March 14: Update on Immigration Issues with Charlotte 
Frantz—Charlotte will take a look back and a look forward at 
immigration issues.  Is rolling back the last four years of change 
enough?  Real immigration reform will require effort from ordinary 
folks as well as government entities.  Come and join the 
conversation.  
March 21: Updates from the Yurt Community Project from 
AIM (American Indian Movement) Twin Ports—Peace Church 
has been in conversation with AIM Twin Ports about ways we can 
support their efforts through funding and practical/relational help.  
We are grateful to members of AIM Twin Ports for joining us for 
an adult forum to share about where things are at with the project 
and ways Peace can continue to support their work.   
March 28: Digital “Blanket Exercise” with Colleen Bernu—
Many in our congregation have participated in the past with the 
Blanket Exercise, an experiential learning experience to 
understand the impact of white settlement on Indigenous Land on 
Turtle Island (aka the United States).  In these Covid and virtual 
times, local Indigenous and Lutheran leader Colleen Bernu has 
taken on the task of continuing the work of the Blanket Exercise 
in a digital way.  Come watch segments of an important video that 
speaks to this same work and engage with others in this 
important conversation that spans generations in need of healing 
and justice.    

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 

Sunday, March 14 
"You are God's field; God's building." Through the UCC One 

Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering, we are planting seeds of 
new life. Together, we are investing in communities worldwide: 
providing education to girls and boys, empowering communities 
through vocational training and supporting microcredit lending. 
These are just a few ways the OGHS offering touches God’s 
children. Through your generosity, the world is a better place. But 
more is needed. On March 14, you have an opportunity to plant 
seeds into the lives of others. Thank you for your partnership. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

A Peace member 
shared a picture of 
their home 
communion in 
February. 
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Monday Women’s Book Group 

March 1 &15 at 4:00pm via Zoom 
  The book group will continue the discussion of  

I Am Not Your Enemy: Stories to Transform a 
Divided World by Michael McRay on Monday March 
1 at 4pm. 

For our Zoom gathering on March 15 we will 
discuss the TED talk by Valerie Kaur on “Three 
Lessons of Revolutionary Love in a Time of 
Rage.”  In this inspiring, poetic talk Valerie Kaur asks 
us to reclaim love as a revolutionary act.  As she 
journeys from the birthing room to tragic sites of 
bloodshed, Kaur shows us how the choice to love 
can be a force for justice.  She asks “what if this 
darkness is not the darkness of the tomb, but the 
darkness of the womb?” 

Email pcragun@d.umn.edu if you would like to be 
included. 

Peace Church News/Gatherings 

Daytime Book Club  
for Men and Women 

Thursday, March 18 at 10am via Zoom 
 We shall discuss the book Whatever It Took by 

Henry Langrehr and Jim DeFelice. WWII buffs may 
have heard of Henry Langrehr regarding the 82nd  
Airborne paratroopers who jumped onto occupied 
France On D-day. Many paratroopers died but 
Langrehr lived, only to be captured by the Nazis. This 
is an inspiring story of the survival of ninety-five year 
old Langrehr, related for the first time. He tells this 
saga as if he is a friend  sitting across the kitchen 
table from you. Anyone who wishes to discuss the 
book should contact Alice Marks  at 
amarks001@charter.net  

Peace Prayer Chain 
 We have a whole group of people who 
would love to pray for you! Please call 
the church office (724-3637) or Linda 
Goese (218-341-0918) with your prayer 
concerns.  

Special Music 
If you are interested in providing special music, 

please contact Jim at jim@peaceucc.org with 
questions or to schedule a session at church that will 
be recorded and used at an upcoming service.  

A Racial Justice Call to Peace White Men 

March 11, 6:30-8:30pm 
Our white men’s group continues to gather to talk 

about how we can better engage in these times and 
invite more white men into justice work.  Come join 
the ongoing virtual conversation together every 
second Thursday of the month from 6:30-8:00pm 
where we explore and wrestle with our own 
identities and how to collectively engage in our 
transformational work.  Contact Nathan 
(nathan@peaceucc.org) if you would like to join and 
he will send you the Zoom link (please note the Zoom 
link has changed). 

     Casual Conversations 

Join us each month! 
We had a group of nine people that met on Zoom 

for our Virtual Valentine gathering in February. We 
enjoyed time to catch up and get to know each other 
a little better. We've decided to have an informal 
Zoom gathering each month—watch your weekly 
reminder email for the date of the March 
gathering.  Please email janell@peaceucc.org if you 
would like to help the Shared Ministry Team explore 
ways of welcome, inclusion, and connection! 

The Sunday Special 
We are a spiritual and social support group for 

individuals, families, caregivers, and workers who live 
and work with special needs and mental health 
matters. 

Hi Everyone! Here are a couple of Irish Blessings; we 
are always thinking of you.... 

 May your joys be as deep as the oceans; your 
troubles as light as its foam. 

And may you find sweet peace of mind wherever you 
may roam. 

May your troubles be less; your blessings be more. 

And nothing but happiness come through your door. 

~Amy Sullivan & Penny Cragun 

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
Wednesday, March 24  

12:00pm via Zoom  
   Join Pastor Greg and others as we 
meet during lunch and join together in 
conversation and devotion. If you 
would like to join this group please 

email the office at office@peaceucc.org. 

Children’s Easter Bags 
In lieu of our annual Easter Egg Hunt in the 

Fellowship Hall, the Children’s Ministry will once again 
be delivering Easter bags filled with simple activities 
and treats for all children previously signed up for 
Sunday School or VBS. If 
you would like your child to 
receive a bag and don’t 
know if you are on our 
children’s list, please email 
Sharon at Sharon@peaceucc.org.  

mailto:pcragun@d.umn.edu
mailto:amarks001@charter.net
mailto:janell@peaceucc.org
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 The PEACE BELL 
is a monthly publication of  

Peace United Church of Christ 
Duluth, Minnesota 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
Elise Courtright, Janell Kohls  

Nancy Nelson,  
Photographer: John Ameel 

PEACE BELL ARTICLES  

are due Monday, March 15 

Send to office@peaceucc.org 

Virtual Bible Study 

Wednesday Evenings at 5pm  
We read the Gospel lesson for the upcoming 

Sunday several times. Each time we read we are 
listening for the still, small voice of God that will speak 
to us. We learn so much from what is touching other 
people’s hearts as they hear the Gospel too. No prior 
biblical knowledge needed! We close with prayer. 
Please email the office for the Zoom link or look in 
your weekly email update. 

Monday Meals 
Though most of our volunteer ministries have been 

suspended during the pandemic, providing Monday 
meals for Loaves and Fishes Dorothy Day House is 
still going strong, thanks to our faithful volunteers. If 
you are interested in joining this group to sign up to 
bring a meal, email janell@peaceucc.org or access 
the schedule on our website under the menu “for 
volunteers.” Here is the schedule for this month: 

March 1: Sarah Nelson 

March 8: Gary Boelhower 

March 15: Gayle Kelly 

March 22: Judith Derauf 

March 29: Sara Lund 

Update: The kitchen at Dorothy Day House is now 
mostly functional! Please plan for 8-10 people as 
numbers are still low due to Covid. The door is still 
locked some of the time so please call Joel's cell  
(218-340-4356) to arrange for delivery of your meal. 

Many thanks to all our volunteers! 

Volunteer Reminders/Opportunities 

Wednesdays 

First Year Confirmation  

March 3 and 17 at 7:15pm  
via Zoom 

First Year Confirmation meets the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month from 7:15-8:15pm. 
Nathan is teaching this year’s class, with support from 
Sara Olson Dean. 

Coats For The Jail 
Every fall and winter the jail collects winter wear for 

people being released from the jail who have none, 
usually because they arrived in warm weather. If you 
have winter coats (for men or women), your donation 
can be dropped off at Peace Church Monday through 
Thursday between 9am and 3pm. The church is 
locked, so call 218-724-3637 when you arrive and a 
staff member will meet you at the door. For questions, 
contact Jackie Falk, Chaplain 218.310.3908.  
Thank you! 

Call and Spiritual Journey Group  

Wednesdays from 12:30-1:30pm on Zoom 
In this time of pandemic, have you been struggling 

with your own sense of purpose? Do you long to be 
more deeply connected to others, experiencing both 
affirmation and challenge to live fully into who you 
are? Come join our weekly virtual group where you'll 
experience a space to share about your life, poetry 
and reflections on calling, and life giving songs to 
nourish your soul. If you have questions or would like 
to rsvp for the Zoom link, please contact Nathan at 
nathan@peaceucc.org. 

Centering Prayer 

Wednesdays at 5pm 
Centering Prayer is a modern Christian 

contemplative prayer practice, or a method of 
meditation. Like all methods of meditation the goal of 
Centering Prayer is to free us from what the 
Buddhists call “monkey mind” or the compulsive 
internal chatter of our minds. Through this regular 
time of silence, Centering Prayer is simultaneously a 
relationship with God and a discipline to continually 
foster that relationship. Its purpose is to learn to open 
ourselves to God’s extraordinary love in ordinary, 
daily life. Contact Jackie Falk at jhfalk@charter.net 
for more information. 

Sunday Lay Leader Schedule 
March 7: Jane Schmid 

March 14: Cindy Macaulay 

March 21: Joan Peterson 

March 28: Phyllis Cook 

mailto:janell@peaceucc.org.r
mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
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Sharon’s Column/Children’s Ministry 
I breath in, I breathe out. 

 I breathe in receiving nourishment, I breathe out releasing what no longer serves. This is the simple gift we  
each receive at birth.  With every breath cycle we have the innate ability to open and receive and to also exhale, 
opening space for new breath. 

It is a gentle process that does not require force. During yoga practice I encourage my students to breathe 
out allowing gravity to draw them deeper into a stretch, closer to the earth. Forcing a stretch most often creates 
resistance, a recoiling. We are able move further into flexibility and resiliency when we allow the stretch to 
happen with ease, relaxing into the out breath.  

Could we approach our personal transformations with this simplicity and ease? Allowing our breath to open 
the window into our deeper selves where truth is found, letting the air gently stir the lace curtains. Open it wider 
and see a breeze ruffle the papers on the desk. Eventually the wind will turn the page of the open book on the 
sofa and a new chapter begins. I believe that if we become aware by connecting with our inherent knowledge to 
receive and release, we open to the truths held in our deepest selves. Those truths that once known bring about 
our most profound internal changes 

It is the season of Lent, time of looking closely at ourselves and seeing what we would like to transform, how 
to become our highest selves. We are asked to open to the possibilities of change.  

Can we use this time of Lent to pause, to breathe? Is it possible to open to our inner truths with the care we 
would give a small child who scraped their knee and let the transformation happen as gently as the wind stirring 
the curtain? Each of us deserves care and tenderness as we transform, releasing that which does not serve us. 
It is the gift and knowledge we are given at birth.   

I am blessed at birth. 

I breathe in, I breathe out. 

I transform with ease and grace. 

~Sharon Dawson 

Peace Parent Group  

Thursday , March 25 at 7:30pm via Zoom 
    Please join us for this new Parent 
Group! I’m hoping it will be parent directed.  
Please come and help form the group’s 
foundation so that it really fits into active 
family lives and becomes a supportive, 
comfortable space able to meet your needs. 
We are creating a relaxed space for parents 
with children of all ages to get together for a 

bit of friendship, support and encouragement as we navigate 
through the current challenges we face together. Those organic 
conversations that happen naturally when we are able to be 
together in person can really be helpful on a challenging day.  
Hoping to create that space through one of the best tools we 
have at this time—Zoom. Are there certain topics draw your 
interest? Do you have ideas on what the community here at 
Peace can do to provide support for you? Please come share 
your ideas, struggles and successes. Please look for a Zoom link 
in your email. If you have questions please contact me, Sharon, 
Children’s Minister at Sharon@peaceucc.org. 

Lending Library Update 
Do you have any gently used and 

current books for children or youth that you 
are able to donate to our Treehouse 
Lending Library? If so, please drop off any 
books in the church office as we need to 
catalog them before we place them in the 
library. For anyone interested in checking 
out a book, our children’s lending library is 
located outside by the front doors. The path 
is cleared and the library is stocked with 
lovely books for you and your children to 
read. A gentle reminder that books are due 
back in two weeks. Thank you for 
supporting our kids and youth through 
books and learning. Any questions, email 
Sharon at Sharon@peaceucc.org. 

mailto:Sharon@peaceucc.org
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Youth 

Every once in a while, I come across 
some new language or way of looking at 
God that makes me stop, pause in wonder, 
and then start again with a new sense of 
inspiration to live a full life.  I guess it’s a little like getting up early for a summer sunrise on a beautiful ridge 
overlooking Lake Superior.  There’s just something about it that keeps you going and makes you come alive. 

A couple years ago, I had the chance to attend a retreat put on by the Center for Courage and Renewal, 
where I first encountered a poem called “God Says Yes To Me” by Kaylin Haught.  It’s now one of my favorite 
poems, and I thought it appropriate to share this Lent as we reflect on resiliency:  

I asked God if it was okay to be melodramatic and she said yes 

I asked her if it was okay to be short and she said it sure is 

I asked her if I could wear nail polish or not wear nail polish  

And she said honey, she calls me that sometimes 

She said you can do just exactly what you want to 

Thanks God I said, and is it even okay if I don’t paragraph my letters 

Sweetcakes God said, who knows where she picked that up 

What I’m telling you is yes yes yes. 

During the retreat, we were invited to consider what a poetic conversation with God might be like for us.   
The topics could be serious, petty, silly—whatever we wanted, and then each of us imagined what God would 
say, and created a poem based off the initial one.  On our final day, we all shared them with each other and 
there was laughter and crying and depth.  As my resiliency practice this month, I’d like to share the poem I 
created, and invite you to think about what yours might be like.  Here’s the poem (and for those who don’t know, 
using “they” in this context is a gender neutral term): 

I asked God, “what’s up with suffering?” 

And they said, “it’s just part of the story” 

I asked God, “how did we go from stardust to singing?” 

And they said, “with delight in countless steps of creativity and wonder.” 

I asked God, “is it okay for me to be angry or arrogant?” 

And they said, “Love all parts of yourself.  Like suffering, they’re part of your story.” 

I paused and asked God, “why do some people seem to become more fully alive in struggle and some cycle 
  down into pain and suffering?” 

And they paused and said, “I don’t know.” 

I smiled and asked God, “why is a baby’s laughter so delightful?” 

They smiled and said, “isn’t it great?” 

I thought and asked God, “why can we dream such a beautiful world, but never bring it into existence for  
  all of us?” 

They thought and said, “Don’t give up.  Remember the story of stardust and singing.” 

~Nathan Holst 

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in.” 

 ~Leonard Cohen 

March Youth Group 
We’ve been having some amazing conversations at Youth 

group, brainstorming what the youth want each week when we 
meet.  We’ve been exploring lots of different options, including 
the possibility of writing a script for a for a play, recording it, 
and sharing it with our community in some way.  It’s been fun!  
This month we’ll have more of the same and see where it 
takes us. As usual, we meet on Wednesday evenings from 
6:00-7:00pm, starting with a check in, then some kind of 
speaker/conversation, and prayer time.  See you there!  

Nathan’s Column 
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Regularly Scheduled Team & Committee 
Meetings 
(Please watch emails for updates on meeting times and formats) 

Stewardship Team:  
Thursday, March 4 
5:30pm via Zoom 

Adult Ed Team:  
Tuesday, March 9 
3:00pm via Zoom 

Dismantling Racism 
Team:  
Thursday, March 11 
3:30pm via Zoom 

Children’s Ministry 
Team:  
Thursday, March 11 
6:00pm via Zoom 

Worship & Arts 
Committee:  
Tuesday, March 9 
5:30pm via Zoom 

History Team:  
TBD 

Shared Ministry Team:  
Wednesday, March 10 
4:00pm via Zoom 

CHUM 
CHUM is “People of faith working together 

to provide basic 
necessities, foster 
stable lives, and 
organize for a just 

and compassionate community.” 

Peace Church Meals for the  
CHUM Drop In Center  

(located at 125 North 1st Ave West) 
Chum breakfasts and dinners continue, 

but all food is now prepared at Peace 
Church, dropped off at Chum, and served 

by Chum staff.  

Wednesday Breakfast: 
March 10 & 24 

Donations of the following are always 
appreciated 

and can be dropped off at Peace Church: 
granola bars, peanut butter, jelly.  

Thursday Dinner: March 18 
Donations of food for the dinner are always 
welcome! Let us know if you’d like to be on the 

email list to provide food and/or help make 
sandwiches or deliver food to Chum. Contact the 

church office at 218-724-3637 or 
office@peaceucc.org. 

Donations Needed! 

For the Food Shelf 

Canned pears, fruit cocktail, pineapple, mandarin 
oranges, chicken noodle & cream of 
mushroom soup, peanut butter, 
tuna, spam, Spaghettios, chili, stew, 
chunky soups, pasta sides, rice-a-
roni & ramen, cold cereal, pork and 
beans. Donations are accepted 
Monday through Friday at the 
Downtown location from 9:00am-
12:00pm. 
 
*If you have something to donate, please call (218) 720-
6521 to schedule a drop off at Chum. 

Finance Team:  
Wednesday, March 10 
5:00pm via Zoom 

Property Team: 
Wednesday, March 10 
6pm via Zoom 

Food & Fellowship Team:  
check email for details 

Acting for Justice Hub:  
Sunday, March 14 
1:00pm via Zoom 

Climate Justice Team: 
Monday, March 15 
7:15pm via Zoom 

Health and Wellness 
Team:  
TBD 

CHUM Book Groups 
CHUM will host a Book Club starting in 

March to encourage people to read 
Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American 
City by Matthew Desmond.  In this Pulitzer 
prize winning book, Desmond tells the 
stories of eight families in Milwaukee who 
struggle to keep a roof over their heads.  
Evicted might well transform our 
understanding of poverty and economic 
exploitation while providing fresh ideas for 
solving one of 21st-century America's most 
devastating problems: the impact of 
evictions on families.   

CHUM is hosting two book groups that will meet by Zoom.  
One group will meet Tuesdays at 7:00pm and one will meet 
Wednesdays at Noon, starting on March 2 and 3.  If these 
times don’t work for you, consider suggesting this book to an 
already established book group or read it on your own. 

To sign up for the CHUM groups and get a link please 
contact Ben Margeson, CHUM's Congregational Outreach 
and Advocacy Coordinator, 
at bmargeson@chumduluth.org or call 605-690-7619. 

 

JRLC’s Day on the Hill  

Thursday, March 11, 6:30-8:45pm  
via Zoom 

Like everything else in this pandemic time, JRLC’s 
Day on the Hill is going virtual this year!  JRLC (Joint 
Religious Legislative Coalition) still wants you to know 
which legislation it is watching and which needs your 
advocacy efforts.  CHUM usually hosts a busload of folks 
who go to St. Paul for a day.  This year, all you need to 
do is register for an evening Zoom session, March 11, 
6:30-8:45pm.  The theme for this event is “Make Justice 
Your Aim”.  Registration link:  https://jrlc.org/day-on-the-
hill/day-on-the-hill-2021-registration 

mailto:bmargeson@chumduluth.org
https://jrlc.org/day-on-the-hill/day-on-the-hill-2021-registration
https://jrlc.org/day-on-the-hill/day-on-the-hill-2021-registration
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Voices for Justice 
Ezra Schomberg:  Remembering to Turn on the Light  

The major social concern that I have is the number of world 
governments that do not provide basic necessities to their 
citizens. Our planet produces more than enough food to provide 
nutritious sustenance for everyone, but, because the distribution 
system is so unfairly skewed, there are huge areas across the 
planet that struggle to have enough food to go around.  I am 
also greatly concerned about the homeless pandemic. There are 
enough housing units in the U.S. to house everyone. We have 
more vacant houses than homeless people in our country.  It is 
possible to provide housing for those unable to provide it for 
themselves, but the government chooses not to do so. This 
points to some of the other issues in our country: the minimum 
but not livable wage, as well as the incredibly high prices of 
housing, healthcare and education. If there was a way I could 
change the world, I would like to see the world's resources 
properly distributed and for housing to be made available to 
those unable to afford it, and to have the leaders of countries 
respond more effectively to those who are struggling, making 
sure that they provide for their own citizens. 

In order to figure out how to respond to these issues, I first 
had to figure out where I stood financially and socially in the world. This allows me to make sure that I take my 
bias into account when I think about the lives of others and what it would be like to live the way they do.  
Secondly, I took what opportunities I could to learn about the lives of those living in crisis through volunteer 
groups as well as through my peers and teachers. This allows me to broaden and deepen my understanding of 
the challenges that people living in poverty or struggling with other crises face daily. Then I had to figure out how 
exactly I would respond to this information. The largest factor that helped me here was the community that I 
grew up and live in. This community pushed me to be empathetic, to help where I could, to lend a hand or a 
word of encouragement, to never turn someone away, and to always help. I embraced that philosophy and strive 
to do that daily. This has led to, I believe, making me a better person and has helped me to create a positive 
personality.  In no way is this static.  I am constantly changing and shifting, as are we all, but, at the time of 
writing this, these have been the largest factors in my life. 

I do not believe in god or any all powerful being. I do however believe in the teachings set forth in the 
Christian faith, at least those that have been taught to me. While I do not worship god, I do have faith in the 
congregation of Peace church. The community, the love, the compassion, and the sharing of the congregation is 
what I believe in. To me, it is this group of people who push me to be my best self, to care for others, and to help 
whenever possible. So that is what I see as my link between my faith and action: having a group of people to 
push you to be the best you can, in a supportive and kind way. 

The quote that stays with me is:  “Light can be found even in the darkest of places if only one remembers to 
turn on the light,” said by Albus Dumbledore in the Harry Potter series. To me it says that there are always some 
positive things that can be found, and that despite the darkness that you may be in, light will come through. It 
also says to me that if someone cannot find that light switch, guide them to it or, if they cannot even do that, be 
their light. Offer them kindness, shine through their darkness and into their life. This quote is the basis for what I 
currently want to do with my life.  After graduating from high school, I am going into the Americorps to be that 
light in people's life.  After that, I  plan to pursue a career in paramedics to help those in need. While I believe 
that giving people in need monetary assistance is very important, actual human kindness and compassion are 
even more valuable. So that is what I want to do: lend people my kindness and help them when they are in 
need. 

~Interviewed by Bill Mittlefehldt 

Family  Snow Tubing at Mont du Lac 

Saturday, March 13, 10:00am-12:30pm 
    Come join us again (since we had so much fun in January!) on Saturday, March 13 from 10:00am-

12:30pm for some fun on the snow tube hills of Mont Du Lac.  That's right, the pandemic might still be with 
us, but we can have fun outside together at a distance and zoom down the tubing hill at the same time.  Cost is 
$25 and participants must be at least 48" tall.  If you're interested, please let Nathan Holst know at 
nathan@peaceucc.org.  Let's have some tubing fun together! 
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Moderator’s Report  
Before our opening prayer at the council meeting, I sang a 

verse of “Wade in the Water.” Singing solo is a bit out of my 
comfort zone—and that was part of the point. “Wade in the 
water, wade in the water, children, wade in the water. God’s 
gonna trouble the water.” We are wading into waters we haven’t 
ventured into for thirty years and in this process, there is going to 
be some trouble.  As John Lewis described, we hope it will be “good trouble.” 

Most of our meeting was occupied by discussion of how we go about this transition process with 
Pastor Greg. It was both a good and a hard discussion. He discussed a document with us from the 
UCC called A Sure Foundation. Diane Swanoski shares a portion from this document in another 
article.  To be honest, it is something we should have spent more time with as a council and 
congregation in the past year. At this point, I am leaning on a mantra from the UCC:  “No matter who 
you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.”  We are where we are—and it is 
from here we continue on.   

As a council, we are restructuring our meetings to make more time to talk about the transition and 
interim process.  We also are working with Pastor Greg to establish two new teams.  The first priority is 
the Pastoral Transition team—an ongoing team designed to work with and support pastoral leadership 
in a congregation. This will be an ongoing team that will carry through to work with our next pastor 
once we make that transition.  The second team is the transition team which works with the Interim 
Pastor to guide the congregation through a series of steps to prepare for the search process.  As a 
council, we will be considering who to invite for these teams and encourage people who we invite to 
make this work a priority—including stepping back from other church commitments if that is needed. 

We also recognized that this will take time for us as a congregation to go through the 
transformations. Pastor Kathy’s ministry graced us with dynamic worship and vital impact in the 
community. It also established patterns of operating that depend on someone working as hard as she 
did—which is not something we can expect of any current or future pastor.  So, as we move toward the 
next search process, we need to assess where we are as a congregation and make conscious 
decisions about how we can keep what it is we love about Peace Church and grow to become a place 
that can provide a sustainable position for our next settled pastor.  This all will take time. I remember 
last year as we were exploring different possibilities for interim, I learned of a formula for how long an 
interim period should last—and it was a factor of how long a minister has served.  The longer the 
ministry, the longer the interim period. At the time, I thought that at Peace Church, we would be able to 
speed that up because I have always been impressed with how people in the congregation are able to 
bring different perspectives to conversations and address conflict in healthy ways. While I still feel that 
is true, I have come to appreciate that we probably will not be able to speed up the interim process 
without ending up undercutting the next pastor we call.   

In the midst of all of this change, I have also been thinking of Peter Mayer’s song which sings that 
“God is a river, not just a stone, God is a wild raging rapids, and a slow meandering flow.  God is a 
deep and narrow passage.  A peaceful sandy shoal.  God is a river, swimmer, let go.” I don’t know how 
long the next stretch or the river will be, of what it will bring, but I am realizing that I need to trust the 
current and let go—grateful for those of you swimming, boating, or floating beside me—along for the 
next part of Peace Church’s journey.    

~Doug Bowen-Bailey 

Church Coordinating Council will 
meet Tuesday, March 16 at 7pm 
via Zoom.  

Welcome Rosemary! 
Rosemary Feriancek has joined the Peace Church staff as our new 

Bookkeeper.  She started the beginning of February, working with our former 
bookkeeper, Toni Kasell, for the past month. She comes to us with many years of 
experience in the field of accounting.  She owned and operated a dry cleaning 
business in Brainerd for 40 years and also did accounting work with other small 
businesses. Rose is currently working on relocating to Duluth from Brainerd to be 
closer to her family.  She enjoys fishing, snowmobiling, and photo scrapbooking, and 
loves to find humor in life. She appreciates the warm welcome she has received, and 
she looks forward to learning more about Peace Church.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dciOuvk4J49ibQNWEy6FlJ-IvYRfA0Hw/view?usp=sharing
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Steps for Justice 
“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to 

walk humbly with God.”  Micah 6:8 

***************************** 

The following are some Acting for Justice Hub’s suggestions for ways to claim our 
voices, to make a difference, to do justice as we confront the darkness and move 
into the season of light.  

**Beyond Violence  

With the concern about our young people feeling depressed during the pandemic 
and distance learning, parents and other adults must pay particular attention to 
where guns are and how they are stored if they have them in their homes.  Family 
Fire is a shooting involving an improperly stored or misused gun in the home that 
results in death or injury.  Unintentional shootings, suicide, and intentional shootings 
are all forms of family fire. Check out the Brady program called End Family Fire 
( https://www.endfamilyfire.org/) for further information.    

Guns must be securely stored, locked in a safe and away from ammunition. Gun 
deaths, including suicide as well as homicide, are increasing in number in Minnesota 
and nationally. This is a simple preventative step that anyone can take.  

**Immigrant Welcoming   

The Alworth Center for Peace and Justice at the College of St. Scholastica is hosting a series of free public 
lectures  “New Immigrants—Familiar Stories?”.  March 4, at 7:30 pm.  Charlotte Frantz, a member of Peace 
Church, will be the featured speaker.  She will talk about the history of immigration, give an overview of both the 
Trump and Biden administration actions, and talk about the importance of local advocacy efforts on behalf of 
immigrants.   There will be an opportunity for questions and answers following her presentation.  Register to 
receive a zoom link.  All presentations in the series are available for public viewing.  http://www.css.edu/about/
spotlight-arts-and-lectures/lectures/alworth-center-for-peace-and-justice-lectures.html 

**Dismantling Racism  

Learn about the Twin Ports chapter of the American Indian Movement (AIM Twin Ports): https://
aimtwinports.com/  They have requested that the city partner with them on a pilot yurt community for folks 
experiencing homelessness. Donations are also welcome. In addition please come to an Adult Forum with AIM 
Twin Ports on March 21. 

**Climate Justice  

Thank you to our Peace Church congregation for voting to ask the City Council to declare a climate emergency 
and plan accordingly! If we do it right, we get cleaner air. We get less dependence on fossil fuels and enhanced 
national security. We get more innovation in our economy, more jobs and more sustainable jobs. 

And that's if the scientists are wrong. 

If the scientists are right, we get all of those things, and begin to solve what could be the most catastrophic 
environmental problem that any of us have ever faced. 

That's a pretty good bet to make—because it's a 'No Regrets' strategy. It doesn't mean it's easy. But it means if 
we do it, and do it right, we get all of those benefits out of this policy approach. We think that's why it's the right 
thing to do. 

 

                                                                    ******************************** 

The Acting for Justice Hub includes six teams:  Beyond Violence, Climate Justice, Dismantling Racism, 
Global Ministries, Migrant Justice, Open and Affirming.  For more information on further ways to be involved, 
contact the Peace Church office at office@peaceucc.org. 

"They cannot stand that a refugee, a black woman, an immigrant, a Muslim, shows up in Congress thinking 
she's equal to them. But I say to them, 'How else did you expect me to show up?'" — Ilhan Omar  

https://www.endfamilyfire.org/
http://www.css.edu/about/spotlight-arts-and-lectures/lectures/alworth-center-for-peace-and-justice-lectures.html
http://www.css.edu/about/spotlight-arts-and-lectures/lectures/alworth-center-for-peace-and-justice-lectures.html
https://aimtwinports.com/
https://aimtwinports.com/
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Climate Justice 

February 17, 2021 
To the members of the Duluth City Council, 

The congregation of Peace United Church of Christ writes to urge the declaration of a climate 
emergency.  Our congregation unanimously voted at our January 31, 2021 annual meeting to take this step as 
one part of addressing the significant and urgent challenges facing our city, region, nation and world.  

This request of the city council grows out of our commitment to peace and justice, our desire to reach out in 
healing love to all of creation, and our commitment to respecting and valuing diversity, as you can read in our 
Vision statement: 

  Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith, committed to 
peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including all people, respecting and valuing 
the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture, gender, age, opinions, and physical and mental 
abilities.  

We recognize that the City of Duluth has already taken action in acknowledging that we do live in a climate 
emergency. As a Christian congregation that lives by a set of shared values, we feel that a resolution to declare 
a climate emergency is a necessary and helpful addition to make clear our values as a city and part of the effort 
to address the climate crisis as well as the inequities (racial and otherwise) that are exacerbated by it. 

Sincerely,  

Doug Bowen-Bailey 

Moderator  

Signed on behalf of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth Mn.  

The Peace Church Climate Justice Team is excited that our congregation voted unanimously to write a letter 
of support for the Duluth City Council declaring a Climate Emergency and planning accordingly. Thank you! Our 
process leading up to this vote of support of climate action by our city included adult forums, Peace Bell articles 
and speaking with the Peace Church council. We wanted the whole church to be involved, to ground this in our 
vision and values as a congregation. Thank you for your part in helping make this happen.  Below, you can read 
the letter that the Peace Church Council sent to the Duluth City Council. 

************************************************************************************************************************* 

From the Coordinating Council  
 

As we wade through these unsettled waters of transition, especially during a pandemic in which we cannot 
grieve, tread water, and swim together, we look for guidance as to how to keep our heads above water and 
move forward, sometimes feeling as if we are swimming against the current. A UCC publication, A Sure 
Foundation: Resources for the Relationship Between Pastors and Congregation, offers some guidance. Prior to 
Pastor Kathy’s retirement, we did not share this document with the congregation. In hindsight, we realize it would 
have been very helpful. Over the course of the next few months, we will be sharing portions from the document 
to help us all think about how we can best navigate these waters. 

One section entitled Boundaries and Best Practices lays out guidelines about the relationship between the 
outgoing pastor and the congregants. According to the publication, it is the expectation that for a minimum of 
one to three years (typically until the new settled pastor has been installed for at least one year), a departing 
pastor will observe a no-contact boundary with congregants, thus helping congregants observe the same. This 
boundary enables the pastor to fulfill UCC Ministerial Code in support of their former church’s relationship: 
building with a new pastor. Re-establishing contact is only appropriate after negotiation with the new pastor. 

For best practices, pastors are no longer available to the congregation for weddings, baptism, funerals, 
pastoral care, etc. Additionally, it suggests either disconnecting from social media relationships or moving people 
from the congregation onto a restricted list to manage. 

As difficult as these guidelines are, it is important and ethical for them to be followed for the benefit of the 
Church, the former pastor, and the new pastor. Stay tuned for ongoing communication about the transition 
process as we wade through these new and sometimes murky waters. If you are interested in a copy of the 
entire document, A Sure Foundation, contact the church office. 

Transition Corner 
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Peace People  

Thank You! 

➢ To our Sunday tech 

team: Doug Bowen-

Bailey, Alex Dean, 

Tim Carpenter, Paul 

O’Brien, Cindy 

McLean, Susan 

Larson Kidd, Tyler 

Stark, and Nancy 

Nelson, who make 

livestreaming of our 

worship services 

possible.  

➢ To all who have 

contributed to our 

Gabriel Fund which 

has allowed us to 

help so many people facing food scarcity and other issues in this 

time of pandemic.  

➢ To those who provided special music in February: Sylvie and Ron 
Deters, Ian Connell, Nathan Holst, Melanie Sever, Gudrun Witrak, 
Cathy Ameel, Judy Punyko, Susan Larson Kidd, Kirby Wood, Mia 
Kraker, and Tyler Stark. 

➢ A special thank you to Kay Stevens, Cyndi Brown, Susan Larson 
Kidd and others for bringing in treats for the staff at the office. It is 
lovely to be cared for by such special people. 

➢ A big thank you to Pamela Mittlefehldt for her ongoing work on the 
monthly Steps For Justice column and her editing of the monthly 
Voices For Justice article in the newsletter. Your work is so 
appreciated! 

➢ Dear Kathy, Nathan, Doug and Council—You are my favorite safe 
place! Thank you for helping the community; you do that in so many 
ways. Thank you for helping AIM/All Nations Indigenous Center by 
contributing financially for our storage space. It stores blankets, 
clothes, household items, warm everything for folks in need! Thank 
you for your larger than life heart and love. In deep appreciation, 
Renee Van Nett and AIM/A.N.I.C. 

Keep in Your Prayers 
➢ Jan Eschbach recovering at home 

from major electrical burns 

received in an accident last 

summer.  

➢ All those undergoing treatment for 

cancer: Jerry Cleveland, Beth 

Post, Terri Shannon, Mary Caine-

Hafdahl, Kim Kruger, Jim 

Soderberg, Marg Paulson and 

others.  

➢ Cheryl Walsh living with ALS and 

Roger Petry who is taking good 

care of her. 

➢ Jen Smith, wife of Mike Schrage, 

recovering at home after heart 

valve surgery. 

➢ Nettie Bothwell who is at Essentia 

for heart complications. 

Sympathy To 
➢ Linda Kirchmaier on the death of 

her sister, Louise Robinson, who 
died from ALS.  

Memorials 
➢ For the Bill Kehtel Memorial: Jan 

and Mike Nugent, Joan Hatlestad. 

➢ For the Gabriel Fund in honor of 
Bill Kehtel: Joan Severson.  

➢ For the Gabriel Fund in memory of 
Make Hattlestad: Paul and Melisse 
Anderson. 

Tech Team Support 
Looking for one or two committed 

people who may be interested in learning to 
help run the sound board for streaming 
services. It is okay if you have no 
experience but are interested; being a 
musician is always helpful too. Susan 
Larson Kidd will provide training. 

If you are interested in helping with 
running the livestream and managing the 
video part, we are looking for more people 
to grow our team there, too. Doug Bowen-
Bailey will provide training. If you have an 
interest in either, email 
office@peaceucc.org.   

   Meet Our New Pastoral  
Care Chaplain, Gudrun Witrak 

      I am a retired hospital chaplain, having served at St. Mary's and 
Miller-Dwan Hospitals, with my final years working in the Pain 
Management Program.  I love being a part of people's journeys of healing 
and wellness, wholeness and hope.  At Peace Church, in the past, Deb 
Cooper and I facilitated the Grief Support Group and then started the 
bereavement card ministry. 

You will see me in the choir loft during "normal" times, and in the 
Virtual Services for now.  Because of COVID-19, my support for our 
Peace members is mainly through calls and emails and cards. 

I am available via cell phone:  218.590.2430 or 
email: gwitrak@gmail.com. 

mailto:office@peaceucc.org
mailto:gwitrak@gmail.com
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PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF 
Interim Pastor:  Pastor Greg Briggs  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Minister:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Sharon Dawson 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation:  
Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, Rev. John Szarke,  
Rev. Sara Olson Dean, Rev. Jan Murphy, Rev. Holly 
Pederson 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Monday-Thursday: 9am-3pm, Friday: closed 

PHONE:  218-724-3637 Web: peaceucc.org Facebook: peace.church.duluth  
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Greg: pastor@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org  

Jim: jim@peaceucc.org       Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org    Sharon: Sharon@peaceucc.org 
        Janell: janell@peaceucc.org         Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org     

Tim Peters: tpnc53@gmail.com     Elise Courtright: elise@peaceucc.org 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Service online at 10:30am 

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events,  
please send an email request to the church office: office@peaceucc.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Bookkeeper: Rosemary Feriancek 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters 

Newsletter Editor: Elise Courtright 

Pastoral Care Chaplain: Gudrun Witrak 


