
  

 

FEBRUARY 2021 

Ash Wednesday Service 

                                            February 17 at 7:00pm 
Join us from the comfort of your home for this year’s Ash Wednesday service. We 

will livestream our Ash Wednesday Service from Peace Church. In advance of the 
service we will send out instructions on how to safely prepare and impose ashes. We 
will also have prepared ashes and instructions to pick up at the church. Pastor Greg 
will also record a short video that explains the meaning of Ash Wednesday. Further 
instructions will be coming out in our weekly email closer to the worship service.  

Photos taken at Pastor Kathy’s 
retirement celebration on January 9. 
Pictures include Tim Carpenter’s 
“1,000,000 dollar” award for all the tech 
work he’s done over the years; a quilt 
designed by Alane Davis and made by 
Denise Hamsher (both good friends of 
Pastor Kathy who have passed from 
breast cancer); a skit, “The Ant and The 
Kid”, performed by Julie Flotten and 
Holly Bowen-Bailey and interpreted by 
Maggie Fink; a sculpture presented by 
Sue Isernhagen; and a tie blanket made 
by Jen Hudyma. A recording of this 
celebration can be found on our website 
www.peaceucc.org. 
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From Interim Pastor Greg Briggs 

Keeping An Even Keel  
     Ok, full disclosure, I like boating and nautical metaphors. When I was 
in college, I had a very formative time serving on a maritime search and 
rescue team (EC-SAR, google it if you like). I learned a lot about how to 
control myself and respond appropriately in a crisis, knot tying (and 
untying), marlinspike, team dynamics, and so on. So, not surprisingly, I 
think of nautical metaphors when approaching complex situations. (The 
recent Tik Tok trend of singing sea shanties only makes this more 
culturally relevant). Because many of the early disciples were fishers as 
well, this also has a strong Biblical foundation. 

     So, when describing our current times, I would say that “We are not 
all in the same boat, but we are in the same storm.” Each of us is 
weathering the challenges and resulting changes in our various settings 
in different ways. Some have been well equipped with many resources— 
financial, flexible employment, ample support of family and close friend 
pods, strong physical and mental health, and so on.  Others are suffering 
from a deficiency in more than one of these categories or are more 
affected by one aspect of our current overlapping maelstroms than 

others.  To push the storm metaphor, some are more affected by the waves, while it is the wind for others, and 
for others it is the seasickness, or that their boat already had holes in it.  

Truly, for some of us, even trying to fully describe how we are affected would be overwhelming. As the 
popular quote says, “Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle.” In nautical terms, this is known as 
The Duty To Render Assistance. In times of distress, any nearby ship is duty bound to give aid and support, 
regardless of national status. In Christian terms, this reminds us of the parable of the Good Samaritan. In all of 
this, though, it is helpful to recognize that there is no single response that will meet anyone’s needs. So, by 
knowing that we are in different boats, we can more easily see the diverse needs. 

This is important to keep in mind as the storm around us is shifting. By some measures, it may be lessening. 
Another perspective says the storm is changing forms. For others, they may have depleted their supplies and so 
the effects may be more severe.  

With both the beginning of our mutual ministry together and as we approach the season of Lent, I want our 
initial focus to be checking on the seaworthiness of our respective boats. In this time of new year, new pastor, 
new national administration, and new vaccines, how can we best keep ourselves and one another afloat 
(surviving), on an even keel (balanced), and be ready for whatever future waves are ahead (build resiliency)?  

So, our theme for Lent this year is “Resiliency: Weathering the storm in different boats.” We hope to have a 
more embodied Lenten experience, informed by feedback from members about where they need help keeping 
an even keel. Since resiliency looks and feels different for many people, we are still developing our Lenten study 
and devotional plans. Be on the lookout for more information by email in the coming weeks.  

Until then, go with fair winds and a following tide into our Lenten season of resiliency.  

~Pastor Greg 

Pastor Greg’s first Sunday as Interim Pastor was on January 17. 
Photo (above) Pastor Greg, Sharon Dawson, and Interpreter 
Karen Sheldon, during the Story For All Ages.  
Photo (right) of Pastor Greg preaching. 
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Interim Process 
Interim Time Updates 

Welcome to the first ever Interim Time Update! This space will be used to keep the church informed and 
educated about the interim process while the church is closed and we are worshipping virtually. There will be 
posts here at various times from the Interim Minister, the Moderator or Coordinating Council, and the future 
Transition and Search Committees.  

Building a Foundational Framework and Initial Tasks: While it is too early in the process to be discussing 
timelines, we can talk about some of the initial tasks and guiding frameworks the church will use in this time of 
discernment and transition.  

Foundational Framework—Three Questions and Five Focus Points: Throughout this process, we will 
focus back on three foundational questions:  

“Who are we? Who is our neighbor? What is God calling us to be?” 

These questions keep our shared work in focus and are also the basis for the church profile that is used to 
search for the next settled pastor.   

To help answer these questions, there are Five Focus Points that we will regularly consider:  

Heritage: reviewing how the congregation has been shaped and formed. The congregation’s heritage, both 
collective and individual, is the foundation upon which the present rests. Paying attention to Heritage means 
encouraging and hearing all of the stories about the church’s past and embracing the rich variety that makes up 
this particular congregation. 

Leadership: reviewing the membership needs and its ways of organizing and developing new and effective 
leadership. Transition time provides opportunity for individuals and the congregational organizations to examine 
the types of leadership needed. New leaders will emerge, while some seasoned leaders may re-commit or may 
decide to refocus their gifts. 

Mission: defining and redefining sense of purpose and direction. The primary work in this area involves 
clarifying the faith community’s identity and core values, working to develop mission and vision statements, and 
perhaps working out short term tactical plans. 

Connections: discovering all the relationships a faith community builds outside of itself. Sometimes, 
congregational life is so busy that congregations and their leadership forget to attend to their connections both 
to their denomination and to the network of communities around them. Transition is the appropriate time to  
re-assess old links and consider new ones.  

Future: developing congregational and pastoral profiles. Focusing on the future requires a healthy and 
honest assessment of the other focus points so that the congregation can turn its energy toward proactive 
decision making for the future.  

Initial Task: Defining Interim Time Objectives 

While there are established expectations for a pastor and expected interim tasks, each church also has 
unique topics and items that need to be identified and addressed in a time of transition. The Coordinating 
Council is currently working on defining the objectives they would like the church to focus on in this interim time. 
This helps the interim pastor know where to prioritize attention and time.  

Initial Task: Establishing a Transition Team 

To assist the church with the additional expectations of the interim time, a Transition Team will be formed. 
Transition Team can fill a unique role by providing leadership specifically for the Interim time. This is not to 
replace the existing church leadership but provide additional focus into areas that are either specific to the 
interim time or gain increased attention at that time. This also includes empowering the wider congregation.   

~Pastor Greg 

Pastor Kathy was awarded the Drum 
Major Award for Peace at the 2021 Twin 
Ports MLK Rally live-streamed here at Peace 
Church. Congrats to Pastor Kathy for 
receiving this recognition for her life long 
commitment to social justice! 
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Sundays in February 

Sunday, February 7 

Scripture: Isaiah 40: 21-31, Mark 1: 29-39 

Sermon: “Sources of Strength” by  
Pastor Greg 

Special music: Ron Deters with the  
Peace Band 

Sunday, February 14 

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 4: 3-6, Mark 9: 2-9 

Sermon: “Re-Veil-Ation” by Pastor Greg 

Special music: Leon and friends 

Sunday, February 21:  
First Sunday in Lent 

Scripture: Mark 1: 9-15 

Sermon: “Immediately” by Pastor Greg 

Special music: Tyler Stark  

Sunday, February 28:  
Second Sunday in Lent 
Scripture: Mark 8: 31-38 

Sermon: “Unwelcome Truths” by  
Pastor Greg 

Special music: Peace Choir Quartet 

Sunday School Continues! 
9:30am via Zoom 

Sunday school will continue this 
Winter! Check your email on Sunday 
morning for the Zoom link. We hope to see 
you in Sunday School! 

Join us for Sunday Services 
Our 10:30 service is livestreamed via our 

website (www.peaceucc.org). The option to 
attend worship in person with your “pod” will 
begin on February 7. Please check your 
weekly email for a link to sign up or call the 
office. Capacity is limited and masks and 
social distancing will be enforced. We look 
forward to seeing you! 

Adult Forums 
Sundays at 11:30 after the service 

We look forward to offering another great month of adult 
forums on Sunday morning at 11:30 over Zoom.  As we continue 
this time of transition in our church, we are planning to have 
different speakers talk about what it means to be resilient and 
even thrive in the midst of transition, bringing you a range of 
people from different organizations and topics.  This month, we 
have a couple two-part sessions.  Here’s what we have planned 
for February: 

February 7: Showing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ)—Many in 
our community may have heard of Showing Up for Racial Justice 
and know that it is a group that organizes white folks to do better 
multiracial justice work, but beyond that, what exactly is SURJ 
and what is it doing locally?  Come hear members of SURJ 
(some Peace folks and some from the larger community) talk 
about what drives their work, why this is a unique and growing 
time for the organization, and how you might want to get involved. 
 
February 14: Showing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ)—After 
learning what SURJ is about the week before, this session will 
dive a bit more deeply into what it means to reflect on white 
supremacy culture.  While we have seen people at a national 
level endorse white supremacy as an ideology, what are the ways 
that white values and norms show up in our lives and institutions?  
Together we’ll use some definitions of white norms to unpack the 
ways they play our for us and how we might respond. 
 
February 21: Ted Lewis on Restorative Conversations: 
Building Bridges, Not Walls (Part 1)—In today's world we are 
increasingly challenged by conversations about sensitive topics 
that polarize people on social or political spectrums. Both Sunday 
sessions will map out the variety of conflicts and harms that 
estrange people from each other and teach communication skills 
for having hard but reconciling conversations. Role playing and 
interactive learning will help to introduce participants to 
restorative practices. Biblical narratives will also be woven in. 
Altogether, this learning opportunity will help you build bridges 
with other people that are constructed more in the heart-zone 
rather than the  
head-zone. 
    Ted Lewis is a restorative justice trainer and consultant, 
working for the Center for Restorative Justice & Peacemaking at 
UMD. He also runs the Agape Peace Center in Duluth which now 
hosts the Restorative Church project. 
 
February 28: Ted Lewis on Restorative Conversations: 
Building Bridges, Not Walls (Part 2)—In today's world we are 
increasingly challenged by conversations about sensitive topics 
that polarize people on social or political spectrums. Both Sunday 
sessions will map out the variety of conflicts and harms that 
estrange people from each other and teach communication skills 
for having hard but reconciling conversations. Role playing and 
interactive learning will help to introduce participants to 
restorative practices. Biblical narratives will also be woven in. 
Altogether, this learning opportunity will help you build bridges 
with other people that are constructed more in the heart-zone 
rather than the  
head-zone. 
     

Lenten Focus: Resiliency 
Given the challenges of the past year, 

our Lenten studies and devotions will focus 
on the concept of resiliency—how to adapt 
and thrive in times of adversity. Specific 
plans for this are still being developed, but 
will included a video recording of Prayers 
Around the Cross, and offering options to 
build resiliency physically, mentally, and 
spiritually.  If interested, there is the option to 
participate as a small group in the 
Damascus Project’s “40-Day Lenten 
Practice: Strengthening Emotional 
Stamina to Counter White Fragility.” If you 
have other ideas for a Lenten journey 
towards Resiliency, email Greg at 
pastor@peaceucc.org. 

https://restorativechurch.org/
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Monday Women’s Book Group 

February 1 & 15 at 4:00pm via Zoom 

 The Monday Book Group’s February selection is 
I Am Not Your Enemy: Stories to Transform a 
Divided World by Michael T. McRay. Violent stories 
surround us. We need better stories: stories forged in 
the furnace of conflict, narratives that kindle 
compassion and ignite hope.  

In I Am Not Your Enemy, writer Michael McRay 
visits divided regions of the world and interviews 
activists, peacebuilders, former combatants, and 
clergy members about their personal stories of 
conflict, justice, and reconciliation. He hears from 
grieving parents who comfort each other across 
enemy lines, a woman who meets her father’s killer, 
and a man who uses theater to counter the 
oppression of his people. In a time of heightened 
alienation and fear, McRay offers true, sacred stories 
of reconciliation and justice—asking what they can 
teach us about our own divided states. We need 
stories that cultivate empathy and tell the truth. We 
need stories to save us from our fear. Email 
pcragun@d.umn.edu if you would like to be included. 

Peace Church News/Gatherings 

Daytime Book Club  
for Men and Women 

Thursday, February 18 at 10am via Zoom 
 In February we are reading the Pulitzer prize winner, 
The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead. For more 
information contact Alice Marks at 
amarks001@charter.net. 

Peace Prayer Chain 
 We have a whole group of people who 
would love to pray for you! Please call 
the church office (724-3637) or Linda 
Goese (218-341-0918) with your 
prayer concerns.  

Recycling Peace 
➢ 24-inch maple medicine cabinet (with mirrors),  

24-inch vanity (with top to accommodate a vessel 
sink) and 3 light brushed nickel light fixture, free. 
Used, but still solid. If interested, please contact 
Kay Stevens at kay-bob-13@hotmail.com. 

➢ Looking to pass on a very gently used 
snowblower—TORO 1500 Power Curve 
“Snowthrower”. Electric. Clears 15” path. Good for 
2 to 6 inches of snow.  Good on decks. Make a 
donation to the Gabriel Fund if you wish. Contact 
Jan Eschbach at jle3duluth@hotmail.com.  

A Racial Justice Call to Peace White Men 

February 18, 6:30-8:30pm 
Our white men’s group continues to gather to talk 

about how we can better engage in these times and 
invite more white men into justice work. Come join 
Nathan Holst and Tom Liddle who will facilitate an 
ongoing virtual conversation together every 
second Thursday of the month from 6:30-8:00pm 
where we explore and wrestle with our own 
identities and how to collectively engage in our 
transformational work. Contact Nathan 
(nathan@peaceucc.org) if you would like to join and 
he will send you the Zoom link. 

Virtual Valentine  

Gatherings for 6, 7 or 8 
     For many years, we at Peace shared dinner in small 
groups. Originally called “Dinners for 8”, the tradition 
evolved into dinners for 6, 7 or 8. In the survey 
conducted by the Shared Ministry team asking Peace 
people about ways of maintaining connection, one 
response, which was enthusiastically endorsed by the 
team, was that we bring back these dinners virtually, as 
Zoom gatherings. We hope to have people of all ages, 
new and longtime members—all with a desire to 
connect with Peace Church friends in a small group. If 
you would like to participate or host (hosts will be given 
instructions on how to make that happen), please 
follow the link in our weekly emails for online sign-up, 
or contact the church office (office@peaceucc.org). We 
will contact those who sign up to decide on time and 
date. We are aiming to start these gatherings around 
February 14, thus the Virtual Valentine. 

The Sunday Special 
We are a spiritual and social support group for 

individuals, families, caregivers, and workers who live 
and work with special needs and mental health 
matters. 

Hi Everyone! We hope your 2021 is off to a good 
and healthy start!  Looking forward to the day we can 
meet in person!! Until then just remember: 

You are Braver than you believe, 
Stronger than you seem, 
Smarter than you think & 
Loved more than you ever know. 
(Winnie the Pooh) 
Happy Valentines Day with Love and Hugs! 
Amy Sullivan & Penny Cragun 

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
Wednesday, February 24  

12:00pm via Zoom  
   Join Pastor Greg and others as we 
meet during lunch and join together in 
conversation and devotion. This 
month’s topic will be resiliency. If you 
would like to join this group please 

email Pastor Greg at pastor@peaceucc.org. 

mailto:pcragun@d.umn.edu
mailto:amarks001@charter.net
mailto:jle3duluth@hotmail.com
mailto:office@peaceucc.org
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 The PEACE BELL 
is a monthly publication of  

Peace United Church of Christ 
Duluth, Minnesota 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
Elise Courtright, Janell Kohls  

Nancy Nelson,  
Photographer: John Ameel 

PEACE BELL ARTICLES  

are due Monday, February 15 

Send to office@peaceucc.org 

Special Music 
If you are interested in providing special music, 

please contact Jim at jim@peaceucc.org with 
questions or to schedule a recording session at 
church which can be used at an upcoming service. 

Virtual Bible Study 

Wednesday Evenings at 5pm  
We read the Gospel lesson for the upcoming 

Sunday several times. Each time we read we are 
listening for the still, small voice of God that will 
speak to us. We learn so much from what is touching 
other people’s hearts as they hear the Gospel too. 
No prior biblical knowledge needed! We close with 
prayer. Please email the office for the Zoom link. 

 

Monday Meals 
Though most of our volunteer ministries have been 

suspended during the pandemic, providing Monday 
meals for Loaves and Fishes Dorothy Day House is 
still going strong, thanks to our faithful volunteers. If 
you are interested in joining this group to sign up to 
bring a meal, email janell@peaceucc.org or access 
the schedule on our website under the menu “for 
volunteers.” Here is the schedule for this month: 

February 1: Don & Lynn Watson 

February 8: John Pokrzywinski 

February 15: Kay & Bob Stevens 

February 22: Veronica Gaidelis-Langer 

Update: The kitchen at Dorothy Day House is being 
remodeled. There is no stove top or oven, only a 
microwave. There are fewer people there, but it's ok if 
you want to cook for the usual number, as now more 
than ever they appreciate leftovers that they can 
warm in the microwave. Call Joel's cell (218-340-
4356) to arrange for delivery of your meal. 

Many thanks to all our volunteers! 

Volunteer Reminders/Opportunities 

Wednesdays 

First Year Confirmation  

February 3 and 17 at 7:15pm  
via Zoom 

First Year Confirmation meets the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month from 7:15-8:15pm. 
Nathan is teaching this year’s class, with support from 
Sara Olson Dean. 

Coats For The Jail 
Every fall and winter the jail collects winter wear for 

people being released from the 
jail who have none, usually 
because they arrived in warm 
weather. If you have winter 
coats (for men or women), your 
donation can be dropped off at 
Peace Church Monday through 
Thursday between 9am and 
3pm. The church is locked, so 
call 218-724-3637 when you 
arrive and a staff member will 

meet you at the door. For questions, contact Jackie 
Falk, Chaplain 218.310.3908 Thank you! 

Call and Spiritual Journey Group  

Wednesdays from 12:30-1:30pm on Zoom 
In this time of pandemic, have you been struggling 

with your own sense of purpose? Do you long to be 
more deeply connected to others, experiencing both 
affirmation and challenge to live fully into who you 
are? Come join our weekly virtual group where you'll 
experience a space to share about your life, poetry 
and reflections on calling, and life giving songs to 
nourish your soul. If you have questions or would like 
to rsvp for the Zoom link, please contact Nathan at 
nathan@peaceucc.org. 

Centering Prayer 

Wednesdays at 5pm 
Centering Prayer is a modern Christian 

contemplative prayer practice, or a method of 
meditation. Like all methods of meditation the goal of 
Centering Prayer is to free us from what the 
Buddhists call “monkey mind” or the compulsive 
internal chatter of our minds. Through this regular 
time of silence, Centering Prayer is simultaneously a 
relationship with God and a discipline to continually 
foster that relationship. Its purpose is to learn to open 
ourselves to God’s extraordinary love in ordinary, 
daily life. Contact Jackie Falk at jhfalk@charter.net 
for more information. 

mailto:janell@peaceucc.org.r
mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
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Sharon’s Column/Children’s Ministry 
In my mother’s kitchen hung a small nondescript frame with 

these words; 

”In the tension and tears  

between what we are,  

and what we desire to be,  

Lies our sanctity.” 

When she first put it on the wall I was pretty young and it didn’t make sense to me. The same summer she 
hung it there, I remember a hot August afternoon under the clothes line with her—clothes pins in her mouth—
she was crying. She was hanging my older brother’s tee shirts and underwear on the line after dying them a dull 
green. He was the second of seven children and he was headed to Vietnam. What she must have been feeling 
as she explained to me that the underwear was being camouflaged I couldn’t know until I, too, was a parent. 

After raising my daughter to adulthood, I have a better understanding of the sanctity of a parent’s internal 
struggle through the parenting years. In my life, and for most parents, there may be no greater struggle than to 
do our best for our children. There are the days and sleepless nights of worry—am I up to the task? I am so 
unsure. Will I, in my imperfection, scar my child for life? Am I making the right decision concerning discipline, 
schooling, vaccinations, free play time? I have not struggled as deeply with worry in other areas of my life as I 
have being a parent. Where are the boundaries between my choices for my daughter and her personal choices 
for herself? When do I step in? When do I not? To be completely responsible for another life is a daunting 
responsibility. Where is the boundary between parent and child? When are they responsible for themselves? 

Now, I realize my own mother had the same feelings. Through the years, raising seven children, she 
experienced her own struggles and her children’s struggles as well. In her wisdom she understood that the 
process of struggle is essential. Struggle is often the sacred work we do to grow and raise our children. The 
internal struggle with one's self or the struggle between parent and child can in the end bring resiliency. Struggle 
is the teacher. If you are a parent and you are struggling, you are walking on holy ground with your child.  

There is a lightness in the air today after the Inauguration. A lightness of relief, renewal of hope and a 
reclaiming of the future. We know where we have been, we know the struggle and we are stronger. Parents 
please take a breath here in the warmth to mend and check in with yourselves. You have been juggling so 
much, for so long now and no matter how it feels, doing it so well. Now that a bit of rationality has returned to our 
government, your shoulders may feel lighter and there may be a little more energy freed up for self care. 
Remember what feeds your resiliency as you tread that sacred ground of tension and tears with your kids.  Can 
we see there is a light that it holds? We are not perfect parents and we do not have perfect children and therein 
lies the unfolding beauty of it all. Where ever we are in the process is OK.  

Thanks Mom, I think I get it now.       ~Sharon Dawson 

Peace Church Read Aloud Story Time Group 
    Join our community member Gary Boelhower as he reads his new children's book,  
A Common Thirst, for our private Peace Church children's Story Time Group on FB 
(there’s a hard copy in our children’s lending library!). Warm illustrations by Duluth artist 
Sarah Brokke bring to life a story of healing divisions between goats and sheep using 
the wisdom of "the beginner mind" for survival. Find a link to join the group on the 
Peace web site if you haven't joined already. If you would like to read a book for our 
kids for the group contact Sharon at Sharon@peaceucc.org. 

Full Moon Skate and Bonfire 

Saturday, February 27, 5:00-7:00pm  
at Bayfront Park 

All Peace families and 
members are invited to a Peace 
skating party at Bayfront. The 
event is free and includes free 
skate rental. The warming 
house will be open for us and 
the concession stand will have 
hot chocolate and tea. Covid-19 safety 
measures will be in place. Please wear a mask. 
Questions, please contact Sharon at 
Sharon@peaceucc.org. 

Peace Parent Group  
    Parents have expressed some interest 
in a Peace parenting group via Zoom. I 
would like to offer a relaxed space for 
parents with children of all ages to get 
together for a bit of friendship, support 
and encouragement as we navigate with 
our children through all of the current 
challenges we face together. Could you 

use a little support with behavior issues on a hard day or 
give a little support on a good day? Maybe just need to talk 
and feel heard? There will be an email with details coming to 
all parents. If you have questions please contact me, 
Sharon, Children’s Ministry at Sharon@peaceucc.org. 

But there is a difference on this golden morning, 

Something magical in the sunlight, wide and warming. 

A light that can’t be broken, 

Even when we mend. 

~Amanda Gordon 
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Youth 

     As we continue this year of 2021, at 
the beginning of both a new chapter in our 
congregational life and a new chapter in the 
life of our country, I’ve been pondering our 
upcoming theme of “resiliency” that we’ll be 
focusing on this Lent.  I immediately thought 
of Brene Brown, the incredible speaker, author, and social worker who has given us so much in her work on 
resiliency and vulnerability, such key ingredients in building the beloved community, especially in times  
of change.   

As she shares, “to love someone fiercely, to believe in something with your whole heart, to celebrate a 
fleeting moment in time, to fully engage in a life that doesn’t come with guarantees—these are risks that involve 
vulnerability and often pain. But, I’m learning that recognizing and leaning into the discomfort of vulnerability 
teaches us how to live with joy, gratitude and grace.” 

What a truth for this moment.  I love how she recognizes that when we decide to love, to live out the call of 
Jesus to love God, one another, and ourselves, none of it comes with guarantees (which is perhaps even more 
true with larger change) and it often involves risk and pain.  It is such a vulnerable thing to decide to be present 
to all of what love brings, with the loss of letting go and the joy of rebirth that ebbs and flows in our lives.   

But then she gives us the real wisdom by sharing with us that it’s in the discomfort of vulnerability where we 
really come alive, where we feel joy, gratitude, and grace.  Put another way, she’s pointing us to an important 
key to the beloved community, to the reign of God.  It is in choosing to be open and vulnerable that we 
understand what loving truly is, and perhaps what true resiliency is.   

This Lent, let us continue to contemplate Jesus’ call to love, discovering the full range of where that love 
brings us, and how we can discover our own sense of resiliency in our lives.  May it be so.   

~Nathan Holst 

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in.” 

 ~Leonard Cohen 

February Youth Group 
We continue meeting on Zoom again this month until we 

hear of shifting Covid guidelines.  We’ll let you know as soon 
as we do when we’re ready to come back in person (at a 
distance) in the Sanctuary again.  This month we’ll have 
some space to brainstorm together what we want to focus on 
for the rest of the year and then invite speakers or watch 
videos on the topics that resonate with our youth.  As usual, 
we meet on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:00pm, starting 
with a check in, then some kind of speaker/conversation, and 
prayer time.  See you there!  

Nathan’s Column 

Peace High School Summer Trips 
Peace youth and parents! Please take a look at the information below and talk to your youth about going. 

Both trips have limited space, so don’t wait to sign up. To reserve a spot for your youth, email Nathan Holst 
(nathan@peaceucc.org) and bring or send in a $100 deposit.  

Camp Amnicon White Water Canoe 
Brule River Trip  

This is a trip geared toward our ninth graders. 
If you like to canoe, camp, or are just open to a great 
adventure, this is the trip for you. Camp Amnicon 
puts on amazing trips (Nathan was a canoe guide 
there in college, so he knows from experience), and 
the Brule has it all—beautiful wildlife and meandering 
parts of the river, as well as fast moving rapids that 
will give you a thrill. By the end, you’ll all have a new 
sense of confidence around canoeing on white water 
and, of course, lots of bonding experiences and 
friendships. Dates of the trip are Sunday, August 8 
through Friday, August 13. Cost is $400 per 
youth (with sliding scale/scholarships available—just 
get in touch with Nathan). Please drop off/send a 
deposit of $100 to hold your spot. We can take up to 
nine youth on this trip. 

Pine Ridge Indian Reservation Trip  
to Camp Re-Member  

This is a trip geared toward our tenth through 
twelfth graders and will surely be an incredible trip. 
We’ll spend a week on the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation doing service projects and learning about 
Lakota culture and history. As they share on their 
website (https://www.re-member.org/trips.aspx), 
“volunteering with Re-Member is an emotional and  
life-changing event. During your visit to Pine Ridge 
Reservation, you will witness the extreme poverty 
afflicting the Lakota people of Pine Ridge; but also the 
resilience and strength of character that comes from 
their culture and traditions.” Dates of the trip are 
Friday, July 16 through Saturday, July 24. Cost is 
$600 per youth (with sliding scale/scholarships 
available—just get in touch with Nathan). Please drop 
off/send a deposit of $100 to hold your spot. We can 
take up to twelve youth on this trip. 

mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
https://www.re-member.org/trips.aspx
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Regularly Scheduled Team & Committee Meetings 
(Please watch emails for updates on meeting times and formats) 

Stewardship Team:  
Thursday, February 4 
5:30pm via Zoom 

Adult Ed Team:  
Tuesday, February 9 
3:00pm via Zoom 

Dismantling Racism Team:  
Thursday, February11 
3:30pm via Zoom 

Children’s Ministry Team:  
Thursday, February 11 
6:00pm via Zoom 

Worship & Arts Committee:  
Tuesday, February 9 
5:30pm via Zoom 

History Team:  
TBD 

Shared Ministry Team:  
Wednesday, February 10 
4:00pm via Zoom 

CHUM 
CHUM is “People of faith working together 

to provide basic 
necessities, foster 
stable lives, and 
organize for a just 

and compassionate community.” 

Peace Church Meals for the  
CHUM Drop In Center  

(located at 125 North 1st Ave West) 
Chum breakfasts and dinners continue, 

but all food is now prepared at Peace 
Church, dropped off at Chum, and served 

by Chum staff.  

Wednesday Breakfast: 
February 3 and 17 

Donations of the following are always 
appreciated 

and can be dropped off at Peace Church: 
granola bars, peanut butter, jelly.  

Thursday Dinner: February 18 
Donations of food for the dinner are always 
welcome! Let us know if you’d like to be on the 

email list to provide food and/or help make 
sandwiches or deliver food to Chum. Contact the 

church office at 218-724-3637 or 
office@peaceucc.org. 

Caring For Our Neighbors  
Through The Winter 

Winter is a difficult time for those 
experiencing homelessness. Both CHUM and 
the Twin Ports chapter of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM Twin Ports) provide 
assistance to folks. Items currently needed by 
both groups include: 
warm socks, hand warmers, boots, heavy 
winter coats, jackets, hats, gloves and 
scarves.   
     AIM Twin Ports could also use clothes in 
large sizes (especially XL and 2X for men) as 
well as small propane tanks and monetary 
donations. They would like to establish a pilot 
community of yurts in conjunction with the city. 
Monetary donations can be made on their 
website: https://aimtwinports.com. 
     Please contact Betty Greene (218-525-
7581, bgreene@d.umn.edu) if you would like 
to support advocacy efforts for AIM Twin Ports 
or to arrange for delivery of donations to AIM 
Twin Ports. 
For donations to CHUM, please call 218-720-
6521 to schedule a drop off at their offices. 

From the CHUM Food Shelf 

We served almost 16,000 people in 2020—that is 1,653 
more than in 2019. We distributed 387,790 pounds of food—
that is almost 75,000 more pounds than in 2019. You donated 
almost 400,000 pounds of food—that is 87,706 more pounds 
than in 2019. THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

 But, the hunger fight is not over! Food shelves and meal 
programs across Minnesota fear a COVID-triggered hunger 
crisis which will remain at record levels through 2021—a "new 
normal" of need. Nonprofits now worry about sustaining the 
food needed for the higher demand far into 2021, even if the 
virus threat ends. 

"There's no end to the need," said Colleen Moriarty, 
executive director of Hunger Solutions, adding that it took most 
families 21 months after the recession to get back on their feet 
after job losses. "The economic conditions of the pandemic are 
going to continue for a while." We are still in the hunger fight of 
our lives and need your continued support to keep people fed.  

 The CHUM Food Shelf is in need of cereal, peanut butter, 
canned soup, canned beans! All types are accepted for 
donation Monday-Friday at our Downtown location, from 9am-
12pm or drop off at Peace Church. Cereal is one of our most 
requested items; we are currently giving away almost 800 
boxes a month, so please help us out! 

 Additionally, the Family Shelter can use the following 
items: twin size bed sheets, twin size comforters, twin size 
mattress protectors, silverware sets (plastic works!), 
dishes (bowls and flat plates), household mops, brooms, 
and dustpans, household trash cans, baking utensils 
(cupcakes tins and cookie sheets), pots and pans, 
individual laundry detergent and dish soap. Call Chum at 
218-720-6521 for drop off details. 

Finance Team:  
Wednesday, February 10 
5:00pm via Zoom 

Property Team: 
Wednesday, February 10 
6pm via Zoom 

Food & Fellowship Team:  
check email for details 

Acting for Justice Hub:  
Sunday, February 14 
1:00pm via Zoom 

Climate Justice Team: 
Monday, February 15 
7:15pm via Zoom 

Health and Wellness 
Team:  
TBD 

https://aimtwinports.com
mailto:bgreene@d.umn.edu
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Voices for Justice 
Gayle Kelly: Equity for Kids 

The social issue that is most important to Gayle Kelly is closing 
the achievement gap, the racial divide in our state that starts so 
early.  “I think about it as equity for kids.”  Gayle, who recently retired 
as Executive Director of Minnesota Head Start, stepped into that role 
twenty years ago with a commitment as a child advocate. She 
brought her experience working on policy issues and federal 
programs that were central to children.  She also brought the 
conviction that we were not starting soon enough with children, and 
that the services provided were a patchwork.  “One of the things I 
love about Head Start is that it’s a comprehensive service that looks 
at the whole family.  I like that holistic approach.”   

However, Gayle states that while twenty years later, we have a 
better understanding of the importance of early education and are 
providing more services, we still have not made a whole investment 
in the concept of equity.  “Justice just isn’t happening fast enough for 
our kids.  What we have learned over the last years about brain 
development and addressing trauma makes the most compelling argument to invest in our kids.  If we really 
care about the disparities in the state, then someone has to say other kids matter as much to me as my kids, 
and that’s not currently a consensus that you can find at the capitol.” 

Another issue that Gayle is passionate about is the effect of criminal records on families.  “So many of our 
families are walking into parenting with criminal records that keep them from employment and being able to 
secure housing.  There’s so much in our justice system that is holding down a whole generation of young 
families.  You can never subtract a child from a family.  It’s not just about kids, it’s about families.”   

Gayle is a child of the 60’s.  “Martin Luther King, JFK being shot, these were traumatic experiences for me as 
a 5 year old.  So many social issues confronted us as elementary kids.  Imagine being 60 and seeing all of these 
things crashing back at you.”  George Floyd’s murder, the Black Lives Matter movement, the disparity in terms 
of the impact of COVID-19 on communities of color and indigenous communities all are evidence that there is 
still such bias, injustice, and inequity.  As she watched the same issues confronting us again, Gayle realized “I 
wanted a different language—how could I see it differently, how could I be different?”  The Thirty Days for 
Justice that Peace church offered helped her to once again uncover the privilege that she had started to take for 
granted.  “I realized I have to own that privilege every single day.”  And, referring to Plato’s notion of justice, 
Gayle believes that every person has to do their part with what they’ve been given.  “We have a responsibility to 
all that we’ve been given.  If everyone did that, maybe things would be different.”   

Gayle was raised in a very active Lutheran church in the 70’s.  She spent summers at the White Earth 
Reservation at a Native church there.  She was very involved in all kinds of community service.   

Her grandma was always her hero.  “I think her soul was such that I never felt there was any bias at all—
everyone was a neighbor and everyone was loved.”  She reflected that she had a lot of that kind of love in her 
life.  “My parents are beacons—community minded, spiritual people that really expect everyone to do what they 
can.”   Her family, “all fierce advocates for justice,” has been a solid foundation for her work.  

Another inspiration is Aubrey Puckett, the person who hired her for Head Start. “She was my guiding light 
about how to think about families.”   Gayle noted that the Head Start community began in the South during the 
60’s, and it is full of really thoughtful, deeply religious African-American women leaders.   

As Gayle reflects on the connection between faith and action in her life, she says that  “Jesus is the best 
guide to call out injustice—and live your lives trying to do something to make a difference.  The faith is there with 
action.  I don’t try to push my faith on anyone, but I let my actions speak for themselves.”  As she continues to 
work on projects for Head Start, Gayle’s actions speak clearly for equity for all kids. 

~Interviewed by Nathan Holst  

“We've learned that quiet isn't always peace and the norms and notions of what 
just is, isn't always justice. And yet, the dawn is ours before we knew it. Somehow 
we do it. Somehow we weathered and witnessed a nation that isn't broken but 
simply unfinished."  

~Amanda Gorman, from her poem “The Hill We Climb” recited at the 2021 
Inauguration of President Joe Biden. 
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Moderator’s Report  
Mourning and Morning 

I write this the morning of January 20, 2021. Last night, the nation 
was invited to mourn together our national loss of almost 400,000 
thousand people to COVID-19. Following that, our council met for the 
first time with Greg Briggs as our lead pastor. And this morning, our 
nation inaugurates a new leader as we have done at Peace.  In his 
brief words on January 19, Joe Biden included the thought that “to heal, we must remember.”  True for our nation 
and true for our congregation.   

On January 9, our congregation honored Pastor Kathy for her ministry here.  You can see that video on our 
website and YouTube channel.  On January 10, we said good-bye, as a congregation saying words to release 
her and she saying words to release us.  That becomes, as Amanda Gorman, the inaugural poet observed for 
the nation, “The Hill We Climb.” It may be tempting for each of us to think that while we understand the need to 
let Kathy move on,  it would be okay for us to ask her to serve as pastor just one more time—perhaps for a 
wedding, a funeral, or for some piece of advice. While I personally understand this impulse, as moderator, I am 
also seeing how important it is for us as a congregation to learn to move on. To learn to trust someone new as 
pastor. This is critical both for us as a congregation to prepare for new possibilities of leadership and ministry, as 
well as for Kathy to imagine and inhabit her life after her ministry at Peace. 

Pastor Greg, with support of the council, will be forming a transition team to help guide us along in this 
process. I think of him in some ways as a gardener tending to the soil. We are not ready to plant the seed of our 
next settled pastor. We first have to prepare the ground so that we will be ready when someone new comes to 
grow together.  If you are interested in that work, be looking for more information about the transition team. 

Health and Safety Update 

The Covid-19 Safety Task Force met on January 19 as well.  We have agreed to open up the worship service 
for pods starting February 7. The UCC has asked churches around the country to be on alert for possible attacks 
by extremists—and combined with the uncertainty of the more contagious strain of the virus, we felt that waiting 
two weeks is wise. You can begin to sign up through the weekly email or by calling the office.   

Morning Shall Come 

I end with an excerpt of another poem by Amanda Gorman entitled, “The Miracle of Morning.”  It seems fitting 
both for our nation and for us as a local church.  I offer the words here, but it is worth searching to see and hear 
her read it:  

We ignite not in the light, but in lack thereof, 
For it is in loss that we truly learn to love. 
In this chaos, we will discover clarity. 
In suffering, we must find solidarity. 

 

~Doug Bowen-Bailey 

Church Coordinating Council will 
meet Tuesday, February 16 at 7pm 
via Zoom.  

Bookkeeping 

Huge Thank You to  
Toni Kasell, our Bookkeeper 

Toni Kasell, our Peace Church bookkeeper for the past 9 years, will be 
retiring at the end of February. We are so grateful for her skill at maintaining 
our finances and for her gentle and gracious spirit. She has always worked 
behind the scenes, so most of you probably don’t know that all the time she’s 
worked at Peace Church Toni has also worked at least one other job (and 
sometimes two). After retiring from the church, she plans to continue working 
two days a week as bookkeeper for “the boys” at KB Plumbing and Heating. In 
her free time, she and her husband, Tom, want to spend more time with their 
son and daughter-in-law who live in Duluth. And when the pandemic is under 
control, they will travel to North Dakota to visit their other son’s family, which 
includes three adorable grandchildren. Toni also looks forward to traveling any 
place warm, especially Italy, where her ancestors came from. She will be truly 
missed at Peace Church, and we wish her a happy retirement! 

For it’s our grief that gives us our gratitude, 
Shows us how to find hope, if we ever lose it. 
So ensure that this ache wasn’t endured in vain: 
Do not ignore the pain. Give it purpose. Use it. 

https://youtu.be/QMHcPZHDTxo?t=190
https://youtu.be/QMHcPZHDTxo?t=190
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Steps for Justice 
“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to 

walk humbly with God.”  Micah 6:8 

***************************** 

The following are the Acting for Justice Hub’s suggestions for ways to claim our 
voices, to make a difference, to do justice during this season of darkness, 
anticipation, hope, and the return of the light:  

**Beyond Violence:   

"The Poor People’s Campaign witnessed with heavy hearts the events of January 6, 
when a mob emboldened by hate, lies, and racism laid siege to the US Capitol and 
other state capitols across the country in an attempt to subvert our democracy."  

The Beyond Violence committee of the Acting for Justice Hub agrees with this 
statement. One step you can take in response to the attack on the US Capitol is to 
contact your Congress members and let them know you expect them to act to stop 
future violence against our democracy at all levels.  

Congressman Pete Stauber: 202-225-6211   

https://stauber.house.gov/contact/email-me 

Senator Amy Klobuchar: 202-224-3244   

https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/email-amy 

Senator Tina Smith: 202-224-5641 

  https://www.smith.senate.gov/contact-tina 

**Immigrant Welcoming:   

Over the holidays, Peace helped host a Chinese asylum seeker who was temporarily in Duluth following ten 
months in detention.  He is now in California and will be reporting to immigration offices there on February 
16.  On Monday, February 15, the Immigration Welcoming Team asks that you include him in your prayers or 
personal devotions in some special way.  Light a candle or read some scripture and offer it up to God on his 
behalf.  Include him in the list of persons you usually remember in prayer.  He uses the name “Joe,” an English 
variant of his Chinese surname.  He has a wife and son in Shanghai whom you might also pray for.  During his 
baptism at Peace, Joe chose to read Psalm 1 and asked that we recount briefly the story of Jesus in the 
wilderness.  Despite the distance, we can still hold him in our hearts and surround him with prayer. 

**Dismantling Racism:  

As a follow up to last month and Martin Luther King Day, we offer this short, powerful video with Vincent 
Harding.  Dr. Vincent Harding was a Black historian/movement leader who was deeply involved in the Black-led 
Freedom Movement (also known as the civil rights movement) and a close friend of Dr. King.  In this video, Dr. 
Harding reflects on who Dr. King was, and what we might be missing in our understanding of what he called this 
country to be.  Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzaqVxVp3B4 

**Climate Justice:  

Climate warming hit record levels in 2016 and 2020.  Over the last five years, climate warming has cost 
humanity roughly $500 billion in losses, and more in suffering.  The pace of warming will increase if we do not 
act together soon! 

1) Talk to other members of the Peace congregation to see if they feel there is a real danger to our kids and 
community from climate warming.  Share questions and perceptions.  This may provide background for the 
congregational vote to support Duluth’s effort to mobilize our city’s climate response.  

2)  Research the pace of global climate warming.  Has the pandemic affected the rate of warming?  Share your 
findings with others. 

3)  Ask friends from other faith traditions what responses they are making to climate change in terms of their 
homes, faith-building, businesses, schools.  Let us know what you learn—adaptation is shared learning. 
                                                                     

                                                                        ******************************** 

The Acting for Justice Hub includes six teams:  Beyond Violence, Climate Justice, Dismantling Racism, 
Global Ministries, Migrant Justice, Open and Affirming.  For more information on further ways to be involved, 
contact the Peace Church office at office@peaceucc.org. 

https://stauber.house.gov/contact/email-me
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/email-amy
https://www.smith.senate.gov/contact-tina
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzaqVxVp3B4


13 

 

Peace People  

Thank You! 

➢ To our Sunday tech team: Doug Bowen-Bailey, Alex Dean, Tim 

Carpenter, Paul O’Brien, Cindy McLean, Susan Larson Kidd, Tyler 

Stark, and Nancy Nelson, who make livestreaming of our worship 

services possible.  

➢ To all who have contributed to our Gabriel Fund which has allowed 

us to help so many people facing food scarcity and other issues in 

this time of pandemic.  

➢ From Jackie Falk: On behalf of the women incarcerated at the St. 
Louis County Jail, I would like to thank Jo Johnson for her ministry of 
quilted bags. For I don’t know how long, Jo has made her beautiful, 
unique, and sturdily sewn quilted bags for women to carry their 
personal belongings  when they are released or sent on to prison. 
The women have cherished the bags as something of their own, a 
welcome replacement for the paper grocery bags. Ministries have 
seasons and Jo says this one has come to a fitting end because she 
has used up all the fabric gifted to her that originally enabled her to 
carry it out. Thank you, Jo for your loving kindness.  

➢ To those who provided special music in January: Sara Thomsen, 
Paula Pederson, Steve Horner, Ian Connell, Ron Deters, John 
Erickson, Leon Rohrbaugh, Nathan Holst, Susan Larson Kidd, Kirby 
Wood, Cathy Ameel, Gudrun Witrak, Jane Aas, Peter Aas, Maddie 
Carpenter, Tim Carpenter, Melanie Sever, and Eli Bissonett. 

➢ A note from Bill DeRoche: I hope that we all can look to a new 
beginning with hope. May the sadness of Kathy and Tim’s leaving 
bring back the great memories they leave behind last forever. 

➢ From Safe Haven: We cannot thank you enough for the commitment 
you’ve made to our agency and the women and children we 
serve...it’s with the generous support of our major gift partners that 
we are able to meet their needs day after day, month after month, all 
year long. From all of us at Safe Haven, Thank you! 

➢ From Pastor Kathy: Words can not begin to express my gratitude for 
the retirement celebrations. I am overwhelmed by the love shown to 
me and my family that night and these past almost 30 years.  In a 
weird way it is nice to have the livestream to go back and watch, as 
there was just so much I couldn’t take it all in. There were so many 
unique and beautiful parts—the music, the videos, the “Ant and The 
Kid” and the speakers.  I truly felt wrapped in love—the blanket, the 
quilt, the sculpture. The ongoing gift of the Fund to help folks in so 
many ways. And your love. Thank you also for the drive-by after 
worship on January 10.  It was so fun to actually see so many of you. 
I have missed that terribly and wanted to hug you all.  Thanks also for 
the cards and videos.  I am just getting through them now.  I am 
putting the cards in the memory book. Thank you for that incredible 
book.  I am savoring what each of you wrote.  It is so much to take in 
and so it is good to read just a page or two at a time.  And thanks 
also for the photo book. It brings back so many memories.  Thank 
you to all who had a part in this—Marsha Hystead, Bill Kohlts, 
Sharon Crosby, Jessica Olson, Janell Kohls,  Laurie Berner, Beth 
Bartlett, Jim Pospisil, Holly and Doug Bowen-Bailey, Julie Flotten, 
Susan Goltz, Susan Isernhagen, Sara Dean, Ed Proetz, Tim Peters, 
Nancy Nelson, Jen Hudyma and so many others. I hold you in my 
heart as we both journey forward in new ways. You have an amazing 
staff and lay leaders. We will both make our way. Thanks for allowing 
me to “do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with you and God” 
these past 30 years. ~Peace friends, Kathy  

Keep in Your Prayers 
➢ Jan Eschbach recovering at home 

from major electrical burns received 

in an accident last summer.  

➢ All those undergoing treatment for 

cancer: Jerry Cleveland, Beth Post, 

Terri Shannon, Mary Caine-

Hafdahl, Kim Kruger, Jim 

Soderberg, Marg Paulson and 

others.  

➢ Cheryl Walsh living with ALS and 

Roger Petry who is taking good 

care of her. 

➢ Sharon Kirtley who is recovering 

from a recent hospitalization. 

Sympathy To 
➢ Carla Larson and family and the 

Coffin-Langdon family on the 

death of their daughter, Tiffany 

Langdon-Larson.  

➢ Bill DeRoche on the death of his 

brother, Donald. 

Memorials 
➢ In honor of Bill Kehtel: Bill and 

Darlene Kohlts, Denise Perry, 
Gary and Janell Kohls, Tom and 
Marsha Hystead, Thomas and 
Lisa Schreiner, Diane Weaver, 
Marshall and Barb Johnson, Kathy 
Lowry and Pete Nielsen, Pam and 
Toby Griggs, Amy and Jan Deick, 
Dale Shimmin and Lynn Kaim, 
Brian and Peggy Peterson, Ralph 
and Angie Benson, Janice Hunter, 
Ann and Rich Cutts, Clarence and 
Jean Whelan, Ron and Barb 
Soder, Clyde and Lynn Erickson, 
Marge Anderson and Jerry 
Cleveland, Mike and Linda 
Lundberg, Dick and Linda Goese, 
Sue Kehtel and Amy Galarowicz, 
Janet Roth, TD and MD Johnson, 
Laurie Berner, Susan Goltz, Ken 
and Mary Wergeland, Wylie Clark 
and Patricia Alabran, Sherri Hobbs 
and Kim Pierson. 

➢ For the Historical committee: Marg 
Paulson. 

➢ For the Gabriel Fund in honor of 
Michael Hatlestad: Deb Messer, 
Gary and Susan Soule 

➢ For the Gabriel Fund: Pilgrim 
Congregational Church. 



14 

 

Peace United Church of Christ 
1111 North 11th Avenue East 
Duluth, MN 55805-1517 
 
(218) 724-3637 
www.peaceucc.org 
E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 

Non-profit  
Organization 

US Postage PAID 
Permit No. 84 

Duluth, MN 

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF 
Interim Pastor:  Pastor Greg Briggs  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Minister:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Sharon Dawson 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation:  
Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, Rev. John Szarke,  
Rev. Sara Olson Dean and Rev. Jan Murphy 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Monday-Thursday: 9am-3pm, Friday: closed 

PHONE:  218-724-3637 Web: peaceucc.org Facebook: peace.church.duluth  
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Greg: pastor@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org  

Jim: jim@peaceucc.org       Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org    Sharon: Sharon@peaceucc.org 
        Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org         Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 

Tim Peters: tpnc53@gmail.com     Elise Courtright: elise@peaceucc.org 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Service online at 10:30am 

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events,  
please send an email request to the church office: office@peaceucc.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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