JANUARY 2021

A Celebration Honoring Pastor Kathy
Please join us on Saturday, January 9, at 6:30pm for a virtual event honoring
Pastor Kathy’s time with us over the past 30 years. We will use technology similar to
our streaming worship service and have a celebration worthy of her amazing ministry.
We are so excited to honor all the work she has done here at Peace Church and in the
community. More details are in the invitation mailed out to church members.
Thank you, Marsha Hystead and committee!

Photo (left) of the 2020 Covid
Christmas Pageant. Thanks to all who
helped make this happen: Sharon
Dawson, Holly and Doug BowenBailey, Ave Steffes, Adeline and Micah
Seele, Siggy Hunter, Caleb Courtright,
Andrew Holmstrom, Autumn
Doberstein, Clare Boyle, Neve Pospisil
and others. The recorded version can
be viewed on our website.
Photos (below) from the 2020
Peace Cantata recorded in the
sanctuary and debuted in worship
service on December 13. Pictured
from left to right: Gudrun Witrak,
Susan Larson Kidd, Cathy Ameel,
Kirby Wood, John Pokrzywinski,
Pastor Kathy and Gary Boelhower.
Big thanks to Jim Pospisil and others
for the work in putting this together.

2021 Twin Ports MLK Tribute
Monday, January 18 from 12:00 to 1:30pm
On January 18, from Noon to 1:30pm, the Duluth
NAACP along with other community partners
including Peace Church will be having a live
streamed tribute to Martin Luther King, Jr. with the
theme of Our Rising Voices: A Bold Call to Social
Action. ChaQuana McEntyre, the CEO of Family
Rise Together, will be a featured speaker along with
other community members.

Congregational Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 31 at 11:30am via Zoom
The coordinating council expects to have a draft
budget for the congregation ready after their January
19 council meeting. Please plan to attend this
important annual meeting so we can approve our
2021 budget. Thanks to all who have made pledges
for the upcoming year.

From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson
It is hard to believe that this will be my last Peace Bell column. It has been such an honor to be your
Pastor since August of 1991. I leave you with a heart filled with so much gratitude. We have been through a lot
together. I am so grateful for the support you have given me and my family over the ups and downs that life has
thrown us. This is the only church community our girls Maddie and Hannah have ever known as they were born,
baptized and confirmed among you. You have been such a good community for all of us. Tim has loved singing
in the choir and being part of the tech team. And I will never forget the BALD event (Brave, Adventurous, Loving
and Daring) when over 35 of you shaved your heads in solidarity with me and my bald head (due to chemo for
stage 3 breast cancer). We were BALD together—that event
was planned by the Bowen-Baileys and Rupel/Wilkowskes;
both families had experienced infancy losses just prior. We
do so need one another on this journey. Yes, that year my
family lived on your meals and prayers. I think that is why I
so often bring lunch on my pastoral calls. Jesus too seemed
to like to share a good meal; I guess we truly follow in this
way.
When I was called to this congregation I was a young pastor
with a deep love for kids and youth. Little did I know that
seven of the nine members of the Search Committee had
youth about to enter confirmation—lucky me! Over these
many years Confirmation and our 27 work camp trips have
been a true source of joy. There have been so many
Photo taken of Pastor Kathy and other
adventures
over the years—Trips to Denver, West Virginia, Chicago,
Peace members who participated in the
St. Louis, Atlanta, the Cheyenne River Reservation, Thunder Bay,
BALD Event in 2001.
the BWCA and more. I am grateful to the many, many adults who
have accompanied the youth and me—long hours driving and cramped in buses. I am grateful that I got to
confirm my last group of youth on December 6.This work will now be in the good care of Nathan, Sharon and
you, the many adults who support our kids.
This past December also allowed me to celebrate four baptisms
and a wedding. I also am grateful for all the times I have been able
to celebrate with so many of you these joyful times in life. Things
have changed a bit with Covid-19—with the wedding this past
month being live-streamed to the groom’s family watching in Bohpol
India. His family rented big screens so all could watch. And
changes, too, with baptisms—having the parents be the ones
placing the water on their children’s heads. But, still, in it all we feel
the presence of God blessing in these moments of connection and
grace.
And on December 26, I officiated the memorial service for Bill
Kehtel. Again, it is always such an honor to hear the stories and
Bill Kehtel sharing history during the
share these as we remember and give back to God the lives of those we
dedication of our new space at
love. There have been so many people and their stories that I have had
Peace Church.
the honor to hear over these 30 years. Stories to share in their going
home services. There have been stories of those who have lived long full
lives, and some too brief but still deeply meaningful, stories of some folks who were active members and stories
some whose families came to Peace because they heard they would be welcomed by our community.
Bill was a life long member of Peace with his family connections going back to the beginning of the founding
of this congregation. He and his wife, Barb, were always very active and their children and grandchildren and
even great grandchildren continue to be. Bill and Barb always hosted Sunday dinner for their family. Barb was
the one to say grace, and grace would always end “and bless us unto thy service.” What a wonderful blessing
and way to live.
I am so grateful for you, the people of Peace. We have been blessed unto God’s service. You have truly
been about praising God, living the way of Jesus and building the beloved community. I know you will continue
in this way of love. You have an awesome staff to help you as you make your way. I think you are going to enjoy
Pastor Greg Briggs, your interim, very much. I look forward to the celebration of our time together on January 9.
My final Sunday will be January 10. After January 10, Greg will be here to help you with any of your pastoral
needs.
I hold you in my heart.
Peace friends, Kathy
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Welcome Pastor Greg
Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and Blessed Epiphany!
Hello members and friends of Peace UCC, I’m Pastor Greg Briggs, your incoming interim pastor. I am so
happy to be walking with you as we begin a new church year and a new chapter in the life of Peace Church. So,
here’s a little bit about me—I am a born and raised Michigander, and I’m in my mid 40s. I moved here with my
dog Jackson, a black lab and collie mix. His wagging tail and powerful desire to lick your face is a great antidote
to the winter blues, but can be a bit much. Outside of ministry, my passions include being a nature buff and a
nerd of many kinds. I enjoy sci-fi, Dungeons and Dragons, comics, and all things science. I deeply enjoy being
outdoors and near water, especially the great lakes. Generally, you can find my personality somewhere in a
Venn diagram of Mr. Rogers, LeVar Burton, A.O.C., Robin Williams, and Batman. In college I served on a
volunteer maritime search and rescue team called EC-SAR, which really formed my identity and makes me
comfortable in stressful situations.
Going deeper, you are interested in what I am like as a pastor. I believe the teachings of Jesus are easy to
learn & take a lifetime to refine in practice. I’m passionate about intersectional social justice as a spiritual
discipline of equality, and truly believe that all people are blessed children of God. I’m a cis, hetero white male
who tries to be aware of his privileges, is open to being corrected, and use my social presence to uplift the
voices of those who get ignored. I ask a lot of questions, and I’m as interested in the why that is behind
the answers.
But even deeper than all that, there is a spiritual level that I hope you get to know me and I get to know each
of you—both individually and collectively as a community of Christ. A place that Frederick Buechner describes
as “your greatest joy meets the world's greatest need,” and where Howard Thurman challenges us to “Don’t ask
what the world needs. Ask what makes you come alive, and go do it. Because what the world needs is people
who have come alive.” This starts with our personal testimonies, the places where we’ve experienced God’s
Good News. I will be sharing my testimony in my first sermon or two, so tune in! I imagine that for some, your
testimony might be a hard thing to name or share. That’s ok. I heard testimonies in your confirmand Sunday
worship, and for some adults, that might have been the last time we thought about it.
Lastly, and most importantly, Testimonies are often Epiphanies for others seeking a guiding star in these
worldly times of loss, pain, hatred, and hardened hearts. This is also the initial work of the interim time; to find
and be more clearly able to name what brings us alive, and what helps us be alive for others. This includes the
honoring and giving thanks for your beloved Rev. Kathy Nelson and her many years here, as well as her
partner Tim, even while you grieve their departure. I hope together we will find, name, and nurture the seeds
her ministry has planted in each of your souls. We will also seek the sprouts, buds, and full fledged forests that
will continue to grow as a part of Peace Church as it continues to become what is needed in the world. A church
that is alive. This is the Epiphany spirit and gift. Thanks for letting me be a part of it.
~Pastor Greg
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Sundays in January
Join us for Sunday Services

Sunday, January 3: Celebrating Epiphany
Scripture: Isaiah 60: 1-6 and Matthew 2: 1-12
Sermon: "Arise, Shine" by Pastor Kathy
Special music by Ron Deters and others. We will
celebrate communion together so have some
bread and juice, toast or coffee ready.

Our 10:30 service is livestreamed via our website
(www.peaceucc.org). Based on the rising case counts,
hospitalizations, and deaths related to COVID-19, Peace
Church has suspended the presence of in-person
“pods” for worship.

Sunday, January 10: Service of Farewell for
Pastor Kathy (followed by a drive-by
farewell for Pastor Kathy)

Sunday School Continues!
9:30am via Zoom

Scripture: Micah 6: 8 and John 13: 1-17
Sermon: "Washed" by Pastor Kathy.
Special music by Leon Rohrbaugh and
others. There will be a ritual of farewell at the
conclusion of the service that will include vows of
release for Kathy and the congregation.

Sunday school will continue this Winter! Check
your email on Sunday morning for the Zoom link. We hope
to see you in Sunday School!

Sunday, January 17: Second Sunday After
Epiphany. Pastor Greg Briggs will be preaching.

It’s a New Year and that means a whole new batch of
virtual adult forums at our usual time of 11:30am on
Sundays. As we’re heading into a time of transition in our
church, we are planning to have different speakers talk
about what it means to thrive in the midst of transition,
again trying to bring you a range of people from different
organizations and topics. Here’s what we have planned
for January:

Sunday, January 24: Third Sunday After
Epiphany. Pastor Greg Briggs will be preaching.
Sunday, January 31: Fourth Sunday After
Epiphany. Pastor Greg Briggs will be preaching.

Adult Forums
Sundays at 11:30 after the service

January 3: Pastor Kathy. As we get close to her
retirement, we wanted to give Pastor Kathy a chance to
share some words at our adult forum. Come hear Pastor
Kathy share and reflect about her time over the years at
Peace Church.
January 10: No Virtual Forum. Farewell drive-by
for Pastor Kathy at Peace Church (after worship
service/in the upper parking lot) with Kathy and
her family.

A final Holiday staff party was held over Zoom
instead of the usual in-person gathering at Pastor
Kathy’s house. We enjoyed treats and favorite
Christmas memories.
“resurrection and nature”
resurrection is
the bears hibernating
the grass going dormant in winter
the larvae transforming into a chrysalis
the chrysalis transforms
the grass springs back
and the bear emerges
resurrection in nature
~Ellie Evenson

January 17: Lisa Fitzpatrick and Climate Crisis prep
for our congregational meeting. Lisa Fitzpatrick has
been doing some amazing climate justice work recently,
and we want to invite you to hear more about her work
around declaring a climate emergency in Duluth. This is
part of a forum that will give some context on the lead up
to a Peace congregational vote on whether to support the
petition for the city of Duluth to declare a climate
emergency. Come listen to what Lisa has been up to and
bring your questions as a way to help prepare us for the
congregational vote.
January 24: Pastor Greg. This month we at Peace
welcome our new interim, Pastor Greg. Come join us for
this opportunity to get to know Pastor Greg better as we
embark on this new chapter together.

See page 14
for more
Confirmation
excerpts.

January 31: Showing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ).
Come join us to hear more about the work of SURJ
Northland, a local group organizing white folks to do
better multiracial work. You’ll hear about some of the
core values of the organization, as well as some of the
work they’ve been doing in the community.
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Peace Church News/Gatherings
Virtual Valentine
Gatherings for 6, 7 or 8

Daytime Book Club
for Men and Women
Thursday, January 21 at 10am

For many years, we
at Peace shared dinner
in small groups.
Originally called
“Dinners for 8”, the
tradition evolved into
dinners for 6, 7 or 8. In
the survey conducted by the Shared Ministry team
asking Peace people about ways of maintaining
connection, one response, which was enthusiastically
endorsed by the team, was that we bring back these
dinners virtually, as Zoom gatherings.

We will be reading The Book Woman of
Troublesome Creek, by Kim Michele Richardson. The
novel has two themes based on history. The first is
the racial injustice of the blue people of Kentucky. The
main character’s occupation is based on librarians on
horseback in Appalachia, part of Roosevelt’s Great
Depression Kentucky Pack Horse Library Project. The
Thursday Morning Book Group will zoom on January
21. For more information contact Alice Marks at
amarks001@charter.net.

Monday Women’s Book Group

This is a great way to connect with people in a
small group. If you would like to participate or host
(hosts will be given instructions on how to make that
happen), please email Cindy McLean
(webinthewoods@gmail.com), Cindy Macaulay
(macaulay@cpinternet.com) or the church office
(office@peaceucc.org). More details to follow. We are
aiming to start these gatherings around February 14,
thus the Virtual Valentine.

January 4 & 18 at 4:00pm via Zoom
In January we will continue to read and discuss
Caste: The Origins of Our Discontent by Isabel
Wilkerson. The author posits that racism is an
insufficient term for the systemic oppression of Black
people in America. Instead, she prefers to refer to
America as having a “caste” system. Please contact
Penny Cragun (pcragun@d.umn.edu) if you would
like to join us.

Peace Prayer Chain
We have a whole group of people
who would love to pray for you!
Please call the church office (7243637) or Linda Goese (218-341-0918)
with your prayer concerns.

Choir
Thursdays at 4:30pm via Zoom
If you do not currently receive the Zoom link in your
email, please contact Jim at jim@peaceucc.org. We
will continue to meet through Zoom until further notice.

A Racial Justice Call to Peace White Men
January 21, 6:30-8:30pm

Shared Ministry Survey Update

Our white men’s group continues to gather to talk
about how we can better engage in these times and
invite more white men into justice work. Come join
Nathan Holst and Tom Liddle who will facilitate an
ongoing virtual conversation together every
second Thursday of the month (note the change
on which Thursday we meet) from 6:30-8:00 where
we explore and wrestle with our own identities
and how to collectively engage in our
transformational work. Contact Nathan if you would
like to join and he will send you the Zoom link.

Thanks to everyone who filled out the shared
ministry survey this last month. We had 43 people
who filled it out, and not only did it help us get a better
sense about what you as a congregation are needing
and wanting in this time, we had a great idea from
someone to do virtual dinners for 8 (or 6 or 7) as a
way of staying connected. Our team immediately
jumped on the idea and we’re working on making it
happen in mid-February (see the announcement
about “Virtual Valentine Gatherings”). Your feedback
and ideas make a difference!

Recycling Peace

Staying Connected

Looking for old piano music that people no longer
need. Advanced beginner or intermediate level. I'm
thinking of things like Easy Classics to Moderns or
Bach Piano Inventions. Thank you and thank you and
thank you! Please contact Cyndi Brown at
cyndi2sing@gmail.com.

Need some support during the pandemic?
Please email or call the church office
(office@peaceucc.org or 218-724-3637) if you
would like us to set you up with a “Buddy” who will
call you just to chat or help with errands, such as
grocery shopping. We have many willing volunteers!

“Challenges are gifts that force us to search for a new center of gravity. Don’t fight them. Just find a new way
to stand.” ~Oprah Winfrey
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Wednesdays
Call and Spiritual Journey Group

First Year Confirmation

Wednesdays from 12:30-1:30pm on Zoom

January 6 and 20 at 7:15pm
via Zoom

In this time of pandemic, have you been struggling
with your own sense of purpose? Do you long to be
more deeply connected to others, experiencing both
affirmation and challenge to live fully into who you
are? Come join our weekly virtual group where you'll
experience a space to share about your life, poetry
and reflections on calling, and life giving songs to
nourish your soul. If you have questions or would like
to rsvp for the Zoom link, please contact Nathan at
nathan@peaceucc.org.

First Year Confirmation meets the first and third
Wednesdays of each month from 7:15-8:15pm.
Nathan is teaching this year’s class, with support from
Sara Olson Dean.

Centering Prayer
Wednesdays at 5pm
Centering Prayer is a modern Christian
contemplative prayer practice, or a method of
meditation. Like all methods of meditation the goal of
Centering Prayer is to free us from what the
Buddhists call “monkey mind” or the compulsive
internal chatter of our minds. Through this regular
time of silence, Centering Prayer is simultaneously a
relationship with God and a discipline to continually
foster that relationship. Its purpose is to learn to open
ourselves to God’s extraordinary love in ordinary,
daily life. Contact Jackie Falk at jhfalk@charter.net
for more information.

Virtual Bible Study
Wednesday Evenings at 5pm
We read the Gospel lesson for the upcoming
Sunday several times. Each time we read we are
listening for the still, small voice of God that will
speak to us. We learn so much from what is touching
other people’s hearts as they hear the Gospel too.
No prior biblical knowledge needed! We close with
prayer. Please email the office for the Zoom link.

Volunteer Reminders/Opportunities
Monday Meals

Coats For The Jail

Though most of our volunteer ministries have been
suspended during the pandemic, providing Monday
meals for Loaves and Fishes Dorothy Day House is
still going strong, thanks to our faithful volunteers. If
you are interested in joining this group to sign up to
bring a meal, email janell@peaceucc.org or access
the schedule on our website under the menu “for
volunteers.” Here is the schedule for this month:

Every fall and winter the jail collects winter wear for
people being released from the
jail who have none, usually
because they arrived in warm
weather. If you have winter
coats (for men or women), your
donation can be dropped off at
Peace Church Monday through
Thursday between 9am and
3pm. The church is locked, so
call 218-724-3637 when you
arrive and a staff member will
meet you at the door. For questions, contact Jackie
Falk, Chaplain 218.310.3908 Thank you!

January 4: Judy Derauf
January 11: Veronica
Gaidelis-Langer

January 18: Gayle Kelly
January 25: Nancy Taggart

Update: The kitchen at Dorothy Day House is
currently being remodeled. There is no stove top or
oven, only a microwave. There are fewer people
there, but it's ok if you want to cook for the usual
number, as now more than ever they appreciate
leftovers that they can warm in the microwave. Call
Joel's cell (218-340-4356) to arrange for delivery of
your meal.

Special Music
If you are interested in providing special music,
please contact Jim at jim@peaceucc.org with
questions or to schedule a recording session at
church which can be used at an upcoming service.

Many thanks to all
our volunteers!

The PEACE BELL
is a monthly publication of
Peace United Church of Christ
Duluth, Minnesota

EDITORIAL TEAM
Elise Courtright,
Janell Kohls, Nancy Nelson,
Photographer: John Ameel
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PEACE BELL ARTICLES
are due Monday January 18
Send to office@peaceucc.org

Sharon’s Column/Children’s Ministry
Upon pondering Pastor Kathy’s retirement…
“It is difficult to take in the details of a landscape all at once. Our eyes can only focus on one point at a time.
We look near, we then look far. We look left then we look right. Our view of any one subject, if it is large, is never
whole but is a composite image in our minds. Life is continuous, flowing and changing with no knowing in a
single view.” ~Ming-Dao
I believe that this is how each of us in the Peace community must perceive what has been built here over the
past thirty years of Pastor Kathy’s service. We each have our own perspective. Our personal view. So many
relationships have been built. There are the Committees, groups of community service, those Wednesday night
suppers, Kids’ club, work camps for Youth and two services every Sunday morning. We each have our own ties
to Peace, to Pastor Kathy, experiencing our own viewpoint. But the truth is, something larger than each
individual viewpoint has been created. The relationships that have formed, the bonding between people with
purpose, these ties may be unseen but are felt by all. A resilient, rock steady foundation has been laid these
past thirty years that embodies this community’s vision of a kinder, wholistic world. It is that pure essence of very
real human connection, care and relationship, encouraged in its growth by Pastor Kathy that is the bedrock
which will sustain the community long after our beloved Pastor sets out on her bright new road of
retirement. Change brings uncertainty. But there is one thing that is a given. The gifts Kathy brought here
through her leadership, wisdom and compassion are forever held in this community’s foundation, held in our
hearts. It is the essence of what she has shared with us that will sustain the community through the ever flowing,
ever changing continuum of life.
Now some may say that Pastor Kathy might be a type A personality, maybe even be a workaholic, her
children asking when they would ever have a “normal” Sunday morning like their friends. My Lord, the hours that
woman has put in! It’s true. But for someone who knows their calling and IS truly living it, what else would one do
but give it their all? She has done that for us. I have no words for the overwhelming feeling in my heart or the
beauty of her gift.

"If you're really listening, if you're awake to the poignant beauty of the world, your heart breaks regularly. In
fact, your heart is made to break; its purpose is to burst open again and again so that it can hold ever-more
wonders." ~Andrew Harvey, *The Return of the Mother*
P.S. And please, please, please enjoy every one of those “normal” Sunday mornings with your family—no
tech support needed!
~Sharon Dawson

Facebook Parenting Support Group

Little Treehouse Lending Library

We are here for you during these tough times! This is a place
for mutual support for all Peace parents—you can post helpful
parenting articles, ask for support, vent about what's hard, and
find connection with others. Feel free to use it as you need to.

Our Lending Library Treehouse has been
a success, with
many books
checked out by
families. We are so
pleased this is a
valued service for you and your children to
continue to learn and foster conversations
about important issues that are age
appropriate. Please feel free to come and
take another look at the new young adult
novels and children’s picture books. We will
keep adding more as we can. A gentle
reminder to bring borrowed books back after
two weeks.

Kids’ Choir
Thank you to all of the kids who sang in the choir for Christmas.
You were fabulous and sounded like angels! I look forward to
more singing together in the new year—Josie and Grace Ryan,
Ave and Teak Steffes, Siggy and Kieran
Hunter, Autumn and Eloise Doberstein,
Clare Boyle, Luka and Lachlan Grgas, Aiden
and Caleb Courtright, Andrew Holmstrom
and Opal Holden.

Peace Church Read Aloud Story Time Group
Please look for a new story read aloud by Sharon on our Story Time Facebook
Group. This children’s book was written by local author Bud McClure and is called
Divine Daisy. If you would like to record a reading of a story for our Peace kids,
please contact Sharon at Sharon@peaceucc.org.
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Youth
Nathan’s Column

With 2020 now behind us, it seems like a great time to take a
deep breath and recognize all that’s come before us and all
“Ring the bells that still can ring
that’s yet to be in this New Year. On top of all things pandemic
Forget your perfect offering
and the massive transition that required in our lives, we are now
There is a crack in everything
in the midst of a major pastoral transition here at Peace, with all
That’s how the light gets in”
the joy and grief and new experiences that come with it. Yes—
~Leonard Cohen
what a year it has been and how much more important this year
to pause as our Sabbath tradition would have us do and let our
souls catch up with what we have experienced, to take time to mark these shifts in our collective experience.
Beginnings and endings often stir something in me, calling for some sort of resting point for something to
emerge. For me, they are often chances to look back, reflect on what I’ve learned, and set my course again for
the next part of the journey. I believe they are an important part of spiritual life, even if we each have our own
way of marking the transitions.
When I lived in Washington DC, I was a part of a faith community that asked members of the church to attend
a weekend silent retreat once a year. It was their way of helping people practice Sabbath, which they saw as
central to the spiritual journey and following Jesus. I remember being struck by how powerful it was to let go of
all outside distractions and just listen to the Spirit speaking in the quiet. It helped me get clear about who I was
and where I was going in the next chapter of my life.
This month, as you mark the transition of this new year in your own way, I want to offer what has become a
New Year companion to me—this poem called “The Clearing,” which is both about reflection and calling.
“The Clearing” by Martha Postlewait
Do not try to save
the whole world
or do anything grandiose.
Instead, create a clearing
in the dense forest of your life
and wait there
patiently,
until the song
that is your life
falls into your own cupped hands
and you recognize and greet it.
Only then will you know
how to give yourself
to this world
so worthy of rescue.

January Youth Group
We continue meeting on Zoom this month until we hear of
shifting Covid numbers. We’ll let you know as soon as we do
when we’re ready to come back in person (at a distance) in
the Sanctuary again. As we enter the New Year, we’ll be
looking to cover some of the weeks leading up to MLK Day
with some of our focus on racial justice, and then we’ll look
again at ways to support ourselves in community with
learning how to thrive in the midst of difficulty. As usual, we
meet on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:00pm, starting
with a check in, then some kind of speaker/conversation, and
prayer time. See you there!

I end with some simple questions as an invitation into reflection. May they help you continue the work of
discovering what brings you alive and courageously follow the nudges of the Spirit: How do you create a clearing
in the midst of your life? What do you hold in your hands today? What are some of the lyrics of the song that is
your life? What is the tune or some of the harmonies of the song of your life that you hear today? How is it to
wait patiently?
~Nathan Holst

Peace Snow Tubing at Mont du Lac
Saturday, January 30th from 12:30-3:30pm
Come join us for some fun on the
snow tube hills of Mont du Lac. That's
right—the pandemic might still be with
us, but we can still have fun outside
together at a distance and zoom down
the tubing hill at the same time. Cost is
$20 and participants must be at least
48 inches tall. If you're interested,
please let Nathan Holst know at
nathan@peaceucc.org. Let's have some
tubing fun together!

Peace Bags
available for a
suggested
donation of $5.
Call the office at
218-724-3637 if
you’d like one!
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CHUM/Poinsettias
Peace Church Meals for the
CHUM Drop In Center

CHUM is “People of
faith working
together to provide
basic necessities, foster stable lives, and
organize for a just and compassionate
community.”

(located at 125 North 1st Ave West)
Chum breakfasts and dinners continue, but all food
is now prepared at Peace Church, dropped off at
Chum, and served by Chum staff.

Wednesday Breakfast:
January 6 and 20

Mount Royal Round-Up for CHUM
CHUM will be the featured nonprofit in January
2021 for round-up at the register at Mount Royal
Fine Foods. You can help CHUM this January by
shopping at Mount Royal and rounding up your
total at the register.

Donations of the following are always appreciated
and can be dropped off at Peace Church:
granola bars, peanut butter, jelly.

Poinsettias

Donations of food for the dinner are always welcome! Let
us know if you’d like to be on the email list to provide food and/
or help make sandwiches or deliver food to Chum. Contact the
church office at 218-724-3637 or office@peaceucc.org.

The Poinsettias that decorated
our sanctuary for Christmas
2020 were given in memory of or
in honor of the many special
people listed below.
Given By—In Honor Of

Thursday Dinner: January 21

Donations Needed!
For the Health Clinic

•
•
•
•

New underwear, boxers and bras

Handwarmers

Jessica Olson: Conor Lilja

•
•
•
•

Lorraine Anderson: Howard Anderson

For the Food Shelf

Beth Bartlett:: In honor of Pastor Kathy
Jack & Gayle Kelly: In honor of our children
Nick, Claire & Kenzie Kelly
Phyllis & Sam Cook: In honor of
Phyllis’s parents: Joe & Leola Locher and
Sam’s parents: Sam & Libby Cook
Given By—In Memory Of

Toni & Tom Kasell: Dianne & Dobby Messina

Socks
Deodorant

Tampons
For Outreach Services
Chapstick
Candles
Heavy winter coats, boots, gloves and scarves

•

CEREAL! Cereal is one of the most requested items
and is currently hard to find! All types are accepted for
donation Monday through Friday at the Downtown
location from 9:00am-12:00pm.

Charlotte Frantz: Rachel Frantz; Lester del Cid
Nancy Nelson: Barb Forrest; Elaine Augustad;
Mary Martin
Talia & Eli Beech Brown/Patty & Thad BeechDziuk: Jeff Brown

*If you have something to donate, please call (218) 7206521 to schedule a drop off at Chum.

Jennifer Boyle: Don & Alice Renaud;
LaForest & Mary Edna Sherman
John & Cathy Ameel: Our parents, Henrietta &
Donald Ameel; Elise & Donald Harris
Kathy Nelson & Tim Carpenter: John Nelson;
Dean Carpenter; Robin Carpenter; Jeff Carpenter

CHUM Thank You
Thank you for Peace United Church of Christ's
donation of $1,416.67 to CHUM. Your gift will allow us to
continue to provide food, shelter, advocacy, and a caring
community for some of Duluth's most vulnerable
residents. Thank you for being part of that community.
~Lee Stuart, Executive Director of Chum
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Voices for Justice
Dave Courtright: Quietly Building a Vibrant Community
Dave Courtright is truly a silent runner, quietly but steadfastly
doing what needs to be done. At Peace Church, he can be found
hanging new gutters on the outside of the church, or crawling in ducts
removing old and outdated metal from a former heating unit—and
then taking that metal in for recycling. He is an active member of the
church Property committee and the Coordinating Council. His wisdom
is always greatly appreciated, and we know to listen when he speaks.
In his day job, Dave also quietly but consistently cares and
provides for those in need. He works in public assistance, where he
determines eligibility for SNAP, cash assistance, and healthcare.
“The work we do helps a significant portion of our community meet
their most basic needs”, Dave says. “Applying laws and policies to
people's lives can sometimes be coldly impersonal, but seeing the
number of people that can buy food or pay rent thanks to this work is
a testament to the power of government to change peoples lives for
the better. I have been able to see first-hand what a difference it
makes to someone to hear that they will have money to buy groceries
each month. As a trainer, I seldom work directly with the public, but I hope that my work helps our team to better
serve their community with compassion and dignity.”
One thing Dave really wishes he could change in the world is the misconception about poverty and welfare.
“Our society has the economic ability to provide food, shelter, and health care to all, but we have chosen not to.
We often forget the human side—we are providing these things to our friends and neighbors, not to statistics.”
As Dave reflected on what keeps him going, he said that “It sometimes seems as if this world will never be
just, but I try to remember that every one of our actions
impacts someone. I will never be a community or political
leader, but I feel privileged to be part of a faith community at
Peace Church that includes many of our most compassionate
local leaders, and directly impacts so many lives. I hope that
by doing small things behind the scenes both at work and at
Peace I'm helping to build a vibrant community that can
shape the next generation of leaders.”
When asked where he finds encouragement and inspiration,
Dave replied, “I am very inspired by Paul Wellstone, and
admired his ability to blend the practical with inspiration and
compassion. ‘We all do better when we all do better’ is one of
the greatest political statements ever made.”
Thank you Dave for all you do for the place and the people of
Peace and our wider community.
~Interviewed by Pastor Kathy Nelson

Memorials
➢

For the Gabriel Fund in honor of John and Cathy Ameel: Richard and
Donna Dehn.

➢

For the Gabriel Fund in honor of Richard and Linda Goese: Brian Stevenson and
Stephanie Goese.

➢

For the Gabriel Fund in honor of John Hawley: Marge Paulson.

➢

For the Gabriel Fund in honor of Mike Hatlestad: Gary and Janell Kohls.

➢

For Chum in honor of John Hawley: Marge Paulson and Ed and Max Proetz.
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Moderator’s Report
As I write, we are approaching the Fourth Sunday in Advent. A time
when we are closing in on the northern tipping points where we tilt from
Church Coordinating Council will
the darkness back into the light. Solstice. Christmas. The coming of
meet Tuesday, January 19 at 7pm
the sun and the Son. COVID-19 vaccines mark another form of
via Zoom.
Advent. Hope that our waiting for that time when we can return
together as a community gathered in the same space will not be in
vain. As Gary Boelhower wrote in the readings for the cantata, ours is a “touchable God.” Emmanuel—who
became flesh to live among us. In a pandemic, it is sometimes hard to feel that touch, yet our tradition lets us
know that God is still at work in the darkness and the light indeed shall come.
Finding Light in the Budget
In this season of Advent, the coordinating council met to look at our budget. We started with a $40,000 gap
and worked diligently to try to induce the advent of our income and expenses coming together. Special thanks to
Dick Goese, our treasurer, and Toni Kasell, our bookkeeper, who worked to come up with different options for
the council to consider—as well as the human resources committee who gave us a variety of scenarios. In our
meeting on December 15, we made cuts to expenses that brought us down to a $4,000 gap. We want to make
sure we are in a good financial position as we prepare for transitioning pastors, both to Pastor Greg as our
interim, and eventually to a settled pastor. These transitions will include additional costs that require us to keep
a long-term vision for our finances. Currently, we plan on a temporary cut in our giving to Our Church’s Wider
Mission which supports the Minnesota Conference and national office of the UCC. We also are proposing cutting
back on our financial support of CHUM this year. As well, we are delaying some maintenance such as skipping a
year of sealing the parking lot. All of those cuts we would rather not do. If we as a congregation are able to
reach a little deeper in our own pockets and share what we have, we may not have to. If you are able, please
consider increasing your pledge for next year or giving something extra this year to help us close our financial
gap and allow Peace to continue to be a beacon of light.
Pastoral Transitions
Pastor Greg has introduced himself elsewhere in the Peace Bell and we look forward to the opportunity for
the congregation to get to know him—and for him to help us in our process of envisioning what it means to be
Peace Church without Pastor Kathy as our leader.
As for Pastor Kathy’s departure, it is hard to find the words. I hope that everyone has the celebration of her
ministry on their calendars. January 9 from 6:30-8:00pm is going to be something you want to be there for. The
link to the livestream will be on the Peace Church website and included in the weekly emails. There will be
plenty said there. Here, I will end with a haiku, limiting myself to 17 syllables to say what cannot be said.
Thirty years at Peace
Showing us how to show up.
You stay in our hearts.
~Doug Bowen-Bailey

Stewardship
From Your Stewardship Team
Thanks to all who have made a pledge for next year's budget. We are heartened by your support for
Peace during these challenging times. We're just $22,400 short of our budgeted pledge goal for
2021. Closing this 5% gap would be a fitting way to help honor Pastor Kathy's 30 years of selfless service to
Peace. Just call the Peace Church office if you would consider making a pledge or increasing your current
pledge.
Furthermore, there are two items we'd like to mention for your consideration:
1) For all our retirees drawing monthly income from their IRAs: please check with your tax professional
regarding the advantages of charitable giving from your retirement account. By so doing, you may lower your tax
bracket. The decision to do so is typically made in early January—when your new required minimum distribution
(RMD) is calculated. Additionally, your tax preparer can make you aware of any COVID-related tax rules to take
advantage of.
2) The stewardship team heartily endorses the message that all our members should have
wills. Regardless of age, adults with any financial assets are benefited by having a will. In that way you (and not
a probate process)—determine the distribution of those assets, both charitable and otherwise. Think of the noWill consequence to the musician Prince's estate—and no more need be said!!"
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Steps for Justice
“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with God.” Micah 6:8
*****************************
The following are the Acting for Justice Hub’s suggestions for ways to claim
our voices, to make a difference, to do justice during this season of darkness,
anticipation, hope, and the return of the light:
**Beyond Violence:
The end of 2020 saw the largest number of gun deaths since 1981. Over
41,000 Americans died from gunshot injuries.
Pledge to get involved to reduce and prevent gun violence in all of its forms.
More information about specific ways to act on this pledge will be published
throughout the year.
**Immigrant Welcoming:
Welcoming someone you don’t know into your circle of friends or community
can be difficult—and in the time of covid, almost impossible! This month’s
small step for justice might require your creativity and ingenuity. Help
welcome to Duluth two persons who are in the process of seeking
asylum. Jorge is staying at Hildegard House with Michele and Greg Obed
(218-722-2231 or obedsinduluth@yahoo.com) and Joe is staying with Dorothy
Rappel and Phil Wolfe (218-390-4199 or dorrappel@me.com). Call, text, or email either sponsor or Charlotte
Frantz (218-213-6873) to see whether there are some needs you can help fill. Or take a meal or a special treat
to either home as a way of offering support. Send a card or letter or email. What other innovative ways can you
welcome these guests and help them feel at home?
**Dismantling Racism:
The Duluth Branch of the NAACP is planning a live streamed event for the MLK Holiday on January 18th. This
year’s theme comes from Dr. King’s final book: Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community? Please
check out duluthnaacp.org for more details or find them on Facebook for details.
**Climate Justice:
Join a local climate organization. Here are some suggestions:
-Duluth Climate Mobilization: https://www.duluthclimatemobilization.org
-Take Action Minnesota: https://takeactionminnesota.org
-Citizens Climate Lobby: https://citizensclimatelobby.org/chapters/MN_Two_Harbors-Duluth
-Duluth Citizens’ Climate Action Plan: https://www.ecolibrium3.org/duluthclimateaction.
Duluth Climate Mobilization (https://www.duluthclimatemobilization.org) is a group of volunteers concerned
about the climate crisis, and its impacts in Duluth. The group was formed in the summer of 2018 as a grassroots
effort to mobilize around climate issues.
Its goals are:
-Pass a resolution on climate emergency in the city of Duluth, MN.
-Commit Duluth to develop a just transition to 0 net carbon emission within 10 years.
-Mobilize Duluth city government and residents to act on climate resiliency with Citizens Climate Action
Plan https://www.ecolibrium3.org/duluthclimateaction/
To access the National Climate Emergency fact sheet, click here.
********************************
The Acting for Justice Hub includes six teams: Beyond Violence, Climate Justice, Dismantling Racism,
Global Ministries, Migrant Justice, Open and Affirming. For more information on further ways to be involved,
contact the Peace Church office at office@peaceucc.org.
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Climate Justice
Climate Justice Team: Notes on Line 3
Part of our mission as members of the Climate Justice team is to raise awareness of threats to the climate
crisis, and provide action steps for members of Peace. As the national UCC states, “if the followers of Jesus
today care about the air we breathe, the water we drink, or the world in which we live, then environmental justice
ministry should undoubtedly be an integral strand in any church’s DNA.” One of these threats is literally on our
doorstep—the Line 3 pipeline project that is currently being constructed less than an hour north of Duluth.
While we recognize that the congregation may be divided on the merits of the construction of Line 3, we
nevertheless feel a responsibility to bring to light the environmental justice issues its construction raises. Several
climate justice issues are of particular concern. The first is that Line 3 is being built to transport 760,000 barrels
a day of tar sands oil. Tar sands oil is the dirtiest, most carbon-intensive oil on the planet, and its drilling and
production would contribute significantly to climate change at a time when we are facing a climate crisis.
Second, the construction of Line 3 violates treaty rights of the Anishinaabeg by endangering primary areas of
hunting, fishing, wild rice, and cultural resources in the 1855 territory. Third, should a spill occur, pristine wild rice
lakes and several Minnesota rivers will be endangered. Fourth, construction is being allowed to take place
before the courts have had time to rule on the several cases before them that are slated to be heard in the
spring of 2021.
Possible action steps:
1) Several organizations are working on the frontlines and are asking for your support. They are asking that
people come north, spend time with them, come to the river and pray. Virtual prayer vigils are also being held.
See: mn350.org/campaigns/stop-line-3-pipeline/
www.honorearth.org, www.stopline3.org, https://watchthelinemn.org,
www.facebook.com/giniwcollective, www.facebook.com/RISE-Coalition-100730194642431,
Pipelines – Minnesota Interfaith Power & Light (mnipl.org)
2) Supplies and donations may be sent to support those working on the frontlines.
To make a CASH donation for purchase of perishable food and special requests: https://venmo.com/
Catherine-Knaeble OR Checks to Catherine Knaeble, 1912 2nd Ave N Mpls, MN 55405, or Stop Line 3: Donate
(squarespace.com), or http://bit.ly/stoppipeline3
If you wish to donate needed supplies, contact Beth Bartlett at bbartlet@d.umn.edu and she will arrange for
their transport to the frontlines. See FLS Drive info (google.com)
3) Contact Governor Walz and ask for a stay of construction until the courts have a chance to hear and rule
on the challenges to Line 3. See URGENT: Ask Dept of Commerce and Gov Walz to File a Stay of Construction
on Line 3 TODAY — Boundless Love Project
4) Divest. If your money is invested in one of the 64 banks supporting the construction of Line 3, see
Mazaska Talks, you can take your money out. Every bit of it helps. See MOVE YOUR $ - Stop the money
pipeline.

Upcoming Peace Congregational Vote on Declaring a Climate Emergency
The Climate Justice Team here at Peace has been busy this last year, and one of the things we have
focused on is asking our congregation to sign on to a petition to ask the Duluth City Council to declare a climate
emergency. We are building on the work of what we did in 2019, when the Acting for Justice Hub signed on to
the Duluth Climate Mobilization petition, which requests that the Duluth City Council declare a Climate
Emergency.
Since that time, we have seen an increased need to advocate for climate justice, and continued pressure on
the city, but are still waiting for the city to officially declare a climate emergency. Because Peace Church has a
commitment to climate justice, we believe now is the time to engage our congregation in this important issue.
Our Peace Church Council suggested that the congregation vote on whether to sign on to this climate
emergency petition in January 2021. The Acting for Justice Hub/Climate Justice Team seek the full support of
Peace Church in asking the Duluth city council to declare a climate emergency, committing to ending carbon
emissions by 2030. A climate emergency declaration is an action taken by governments and scientists to
acknowledge humanity is in a climate emergency. The first such declaration was made in December 2016.
Since then over 1,800 local governments in 33 countries have made climate emergency declarations as of
December 2020.
Continued on next page...
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Climate Justice Continued
For now, here are some answers to some basic questions that often come up with this topic:
What would we be asking the Duluth city council to do?
The main thing Duluth Climate Mobilization (and Peace Acting for Justice Hub/Climate Justice Team) is asking
the Duluth city council to do is declare a climate emergency officially. This would also better position Duluth for
potential federal climate grants with the new Biden administration.
Are there any other commitments that Peace would be making beyond signing?
Nothing. There would be no commitment by the Peace Church to do anything, except sign on.
What work is the city already doing on this?
The City of Duluth created the Imagine Duluth 2035 Plan in 2018. (https://imagineduluth.com/document) The
policies and strategies address specific international, state, and local greenhouse gas reduction targets—
Duluth’s Energy Plan calls for 2.5% per year, which puts Duluth on track for an 80% greenhouse gas reduction
by 2050. The declaration of Climate Emergency would put pressure on the city and citizens to move more
quickly and nimbly to reduce greenhouse gases.
Where can I learn more about this?
To help inform our congregation around this issue, the Climate Justice Team will lead an Adult Forum about
climate emergency declaration and the Duluth Citizens’ Climate Action Plan on Sunday January 17, 11:30 am.
You can also learn more by going to https://www.duluthclimatemobilization.org/.

Confirmation
The following excerpts are from some of our Confirmands about God and Jesus
God brings us together. God encourages us to be better people. God is love and love is God, and love is
what holds us together. I often like to think of God as an unexplainable glue that holds the universe together.
Sometimes I believe the same of love. Some believe that God created this universe. Some believe
that God sustains it. At the moment, science offers no answer as to why there is something rather than nothing.
Science and faith do not need to be mutually exclusive, and pursuing spirituality is just as important as seeking
knowledge through the scientific method.
To many, God is a belief for the sake of believing that the world is not cold and hard. That there is
something more out there that truly matters. For me, I'm okay with believing in God while fully understanding
and accepting that I may be wrong. We all seek truth, but holding onto an uncertain belief is not harmful.
To me, God is not a person. To me, God is not a single entity. God lives in all of us, and we all live as a part
of God. More important than the questions we ask God, more important than any answer out there that we
might find—we are united by the very questions that often seem to drive a wedge between us, and our
collective search for truth proves our common humanity. ~Tyler Stark
God is the voice behind the loudspeaker and is giving out little bits of information, warnings, or advice. I
can’t see God but I know that God is there. God, for me, also doesn’t have a gender so the voice is gender
neutral. Another thing that God is to me is the solid ground beneath my feet. God’s voice asks which road are
you going to take in life and when the road is difficult remember that God is still with you. God is the solid
ground that you walk on. ~Mary Karstens
To me God lives everywhere. I feel his presence on the cold fall days when I am on a walk, and the only
thing I can hear is the sound of crunching. With every step, I can feel the presence of God surrounding me like
a little kid being swaddled in a blanket. Although I am alone on the walk, I know that God is there with me. ~Danica Mark
When I think of Jesus I see him kneeling down and giving a hand to a struggling loved one who has been
ignored and left behind. I believe this image represents Jesus because Jesus makes sure everyone is able to
get up and keep going. Jesus doesn’t like to leave people out or behind no matter who they are. I think this is
a message that can be taken into our communities and radiate throughout to create a better community for all,
no matter who you are or where you come from. ~Andre Good
“Follow Me and I will make you fishers of people.” –Matthew 4:19
When I think of Jesus I think of miracles. He can heal the sick and blind and even raise people from the
dead. He was the ultimate fishing guide when he got Peter on a catch of a lifetime. He can also feed over
5,000 people with only fives loaves of bread and two fish. I, too, like a good fish fry, but he did it without even
catching his limit. He can walk on water, calm storms and turn water into wine. But the biggest miracle of all is
the resurrection. This is the ultimate gift of love he has given us. This gives us peace, comfort and hope that
there is life after death. ~Makoto Sudoh
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Peace People
Thank You!

Keep in Your Prayers

➢

To our Sunday tech team: Doug Bowen-Bailey,
Alex Dean, Tim Carpenter, Paul O’Brien, Cindy
McLean, Tyler Stark, and Nancy Nelson, who make
livestreaming of our worship services possible.

➢

Jan Eschbach recovering at home from major
electrical burns received in an accident last
summer. There is a meal train set up for her with
link in weekly reminders.

➢

To all who have contributed to our Gabriel Fund
which has allowed us to help so many people
facing food scarcity and other issues in this time
of pandemic.

➢

All those undergoing treatment for cancer: Jerry
Cleveland, Terri Shannon, Mary
Caine-Hafdahl, Kim Kruger, Jim Soderberg, Marg
Paulson and others.

➢

Thank you to those who provided special music in
December: Ron Deters, John Erickson, Ian Connell,
Maddie Carpenter, Tim Carpenter, Lencie Westrick,
Eva Reistad, The Hanka family, Patty Beech-Dziuk,
Talia Beech-Brown, Nathan Holst, Frost BowenBailey, Kirby Wood, Susan Larson Kidd, Cathy
Ameel, Gudrun Witrak, Jennifer Boyle, Melanie
Sever, Mia Kraker, Lydia Kraker, Hannah Liddle
and the Choir.

➢

All our members who work in healthcare—well
over 60 of you—a huge thank you!

➢

Cheryl Walsh living with ALS and Roger Petry
who is taking good care of her.

➢

Thanks a heap for many kind letters sent to me in
2020 from Peace friends and community! Lisa
Brown sent a Fall letter that would make Wendell
Berry envious. Also thanks for helpful talks with Bill
Hardesty and for the friends I have not yet met who
wrote to me. ~Steve Coll

➢

From Lifehouse: Thank you for your gift of $445
from your Giving Tree donations for our youth
holiday gathering. Your contribution will help us
provide a holiday celebration that is filled with a
sense of place and belonging, and a bit of cheer.
These funds will also be used to purchase gift cards
for our youth.

➢

From Angie Miller: I really appreciate everyone in
the office and on staff. Thanks for everything
you do.

➢

From Joan Severson: Thanks for all the birthday
cards and drive-by and friends participating—
arranged by Pastor Kathy. A real surprise for my
90th birthday. Love you all.

➢

➢

➢

Sympathy To
➢

Joan Hatlestad on the death of her husband,
Michael, a long time Peace member who passed
away December 11 after a quiet battle with
cancer. His life will be honored with a private
family memorial as he wished. An invitation to
honor Mike, in lieu of a public memorial, is to
donate to the Peace Church Gabriel Fund or a
charity of your choice in his name.

➢

The family of Bill Kehtel who died on December
19 with a memorial service at Peace on
December 26. Bill was a life-long member of
Peace church and his family extends many
generations both back to our past and forward to
our future. His great grandparents were founding
members of St. Paul’s Evangelical Church and
his great grandchildren are active in youth group.

Congratulations

From Loaves and Fishes: Thank you so much for
all the ways you support Loaves and Fishes. You
are a part of the bedrock we stand on to carry out
our work to “comfort the afflicted.” It’s a relief to
know a tasty meal will be showing up, especially
since many other volunteers can’t be with us during
the pandemic.
From Laurie and Mariah Berner: Dear Wonderful
Peace Church Team, Thank you for all you do. You
are so appreciated!
From Stephanie Pearson: Kathy and Peace staff,
Wishing you peace and joy throughout the season
and fresh air and long walks and skis and whatever
else you need to keep your spiritual and physical
health in tact. Thank you so much for everything
you do!
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➢

To Clara Borell and Snnahil Tripathi who were
married by Pastor Kathy at Peace Church on
Sunday, December 6. The celebration of their
marriage was live-streamed so that Snnahil’s
family in India could watch. The service combined
Christian and Hindi elements. Thanks to Doug
Bowen-Bailey for making the livestream possible.

➢

To Ellie Evenson who was baptized on Sunday,
November 29 by Lake Superior.

➢

To Tyler Stark who was baptized on Sunday,
November 28 at Brighton Beach.

➢

To Nora and Andre Good who were baptized on
Saturday, November 28 at Tischer Creek.

➢

To our Confirmands who were confirmed in
worship on Sunday, December 6. We welcome
Ahnali Lindgren, Andre Good, Owen Kellner,
Makoto Sudoh, Danica Mark, Tyler Stark, Mark
Kaczmarczyk, Elliott Dean, Ellie Evenson, Anika
Pfau and Mary Karstens.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

If you are not interested in receiving the
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office
(see phone # and e-mail address above)

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Service online at 10:30am
If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events,
please send an email request to the church office: office@peaceucc.org
PEACE CHURCH STAFF
Interim Pastor: Pastor Greg Briggs
Music Director: Jim Pospisil
Faith Formation Minister: Nathan Holst
Children’s Ministry Coordinator: Sharon Dawson
Covenanted Ministers of our congregation:
Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, Rev. John Szarke,
Rev. Sara Olson Dean and Rev. Jan Murphy

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell
Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls
Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson
Custodian: Dan Shepard
Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter
Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters
Newsletter Editor: Elise Courtright

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday: 9am-3pm, Friday: closed
PHONE: 218-724-3637
Web: peaceucc.org
Facebook: peace.church.duluth
EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Kathy: knelson@peaceucc.org
Office: office@peaceucc.org
Jim: jim@peaceucc.org
Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org Sharon: Sharon@peaceucc.org
Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org Janell: janell@peaceucc.org
Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org
Tim Peters: tpnc53@gmail.com Elise Courtright: elise@peaceucc.org

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota
Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God
Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,
committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including
all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,
gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome!
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