AUGUST 2020

Vacation Bible School! “Weaving our World Together”
August 11 to Friday August 14
from 9:30am to 10:45am via Zoom
Register now and get a cool t-shirt! For ages 4 thru incoming 6th graders. Join us
live via zoom or watch a recorded version whenever it works for your family’s
individual schedule. The first three days will be a live zoom link to songs, scripture
with Pastor Kathy, and a guided craft project emphasizing our place within the
sacred Web of Life and the importance of our connection with each other and the
natural world. A “Box of Fun” will be given to each registered child containing the
materials needed for the three art projects. If you choose to participate using the
recorded programs, you will still need to register so you can receive the “BOX
OF FUN.” On Friday morning each child will be welcomed at the Church parking lot
to offer their own piece of artwork in a coming together of a Web of Life group mural.
Registration deadline has been extended to August 2. Registration form is on the
church website (peaceucc.org) or call the office to sign-up.

Meet our new Children’s Treehouse
Lending Library!
Bring the kids to visit our new Little Treehouse
Lending Library! You can find our new Little
Treehouse Lending Library in the garden to the left of
the Peace Church front doors. A huge THANK YOU to
the Courtright family for building this amazing home so
our children have a safe, fun way to borrow books from
the Peace Church library and build their imaginations.
The Library will hold children’s picture books and
young adult chapter books, which can be checked out
for two weeks. Currently the focus is on diversity; we
are updating our collection with current books. Next
time you want to get out of the house and have a fun
destination, come visit the beautiful treehouse, and be
sure to notice the cedar base and take in the fresh
scent of wood while you borrow a book or two.

Dave Courtright and boys installing
the treehouse library at Peace.

Ecofaith Youth Camp

Monday, August 3–Friday August 7
9am-12pm
The timing here will likely be tight, but if you’re just seeing this
message and want to sign up for the Ecofaith Youth Camp, do it today!
With a combination of online and in person gatherings, we have some
amazing speakers and activities lined up that will help us make the
connections between environmental justice and racial justice, give us
some time to build deeper friendships, and have some fun together. With
so much else canceled this summer, you can count on this opportunity
and we would love for you to join us. Cost is $50, which will cover
speakers and kayak rental for a morning on the St. Louis River. Contact
Nathan at nathan@peaceucc.org to register or to answer your questions.
Registration deadline is Sunday August 2.

August
Drive-thru Picnic
Sunday, August 2
11:45am–12:45pm
After worship our Food and
Fellowship Team will host a
drive-through picnic in our
lower parking lot. Picnic food
will be delivered to people in
their cars. Folks are invited to
sit under the tent, in the grass,
or in their cars.

From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson
“Help me let you go...Help me give up control of the God I've made you when my fear has contained You...”
~United Pursuit
These words from the song Maddie sang in worship have echoed in my heart these days. It is hard to let go
of control, but we have had to as Covid rages on. This has been our time to let go and lean into the promises of
God, for as the song continues, “You are deeper and stronger than my eyes can see.” The Prophet Isaiah sings
a similar song in Chapter 55, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways says the
Lord….” And then Isaiah goes on to issue the promise, “You shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace and
the mountains and hills before you shall break forth into singing...and the trees shall clap their hands.” The
prophet shares the hope of creation rooted in the goodness of our God. Isaiah offers up earthy images of God’s
ongoing care even in the midst of a deep fear and exile, back then and now.
Jesus, too, used images from the land to teach of God’s extravagant love, a love and a God we cannot
control. Jesus teaches with stories. Jesus’ parables are filled with imagery of the land and growing things—
seeds sown on different kinds of soil, wheat and weeds, mustard seeds growing into homes for birds of all
kinds, earthy images with deep roots and even deeper meanings. He tells parables to the Pharisees. These
religious leaders were liking Jesus less and less. Jesus seemed sufficiently religious, but his followers were the
riffraff of society—sinners and tax collectors, prostitutes and the poor. These friends of Jesus were a motley
crew—they seemed to be weedy, seedy at least to the Pharisees. And so Jesus tells a story, “A sower went out
to sow...“
When we read the parable of the sower in confirmation I always have the youth do it with sound effects—
birds caw, caw caw, eating up the seeds, sun sizzling seeds, thorns choking seeds. I then have them think
about what kind of soil they are for the message of God’s love, a love to share for that day or for that moment
because we are all of these soils at different times. Sometimes eaten up with worry, or hot with anger, or
choked by grief, and sometimes when the soil of our soul is good, things can grow in us. What are you today?
Yes we can be all these, and yet what if it really isn’t all about us?
I love Rev. Brown Taylor’s way of looking at this parable. She writes, “What if it is not about us at all but
about the sower? What if it is not about our own successes and failures and birds and rocks and thorns but
about the extravagance of a sower who does not seem to be fazed by such concerns, who flings seed
everywhere, wastes it with holy abandon, who feeds the birds, whistles at the rocks, picks his way through the
thorns, shouts hallelujah at the good soil and just keeps on sowing, confident that there is enough seed to go
around, that there is plenty, and that when the harvest comes at last it will fill
every barn in the neighborhood to the rafters?”
I love this way of looking at this parable, focusing on the extravagant
generosity of our God who is covering the whole creation with seeds of hope
and truth and love. God’s love is a love that comes to us in abundance,
comes scattered around us in so many ways. It is a love thrown out in the
hope that some might find good dirt—rich compost, like the earth in our
Peace Garden growing amazing vegetables for people who use the food
shelf at Chum.
On July 10th we celebrated the life of Charles House, Charles, Charlie, or
Chuck, for he was known by all three names. He often sat up front off to the
side with Bill Hardesty. Charlie was a CPA here in Duluth, and he was a man
of deep faith. He volunteered for many years in West Duluth with the youth in Catholic Parishes at the Walsh
Center. He left eventually because the Catholic Church was not open to who he was as a gay man.
I am so grateful he found us. Until recently Charles had a home up the North Shore which was closer to his
beloved Two Harbors where he grew up. His home had a lot of acreage for his horses and his gardens. His
family remembered him for his gardens. Charlie was always sharing fruits, produce and canned goodies,
including raspberry jam. He said that he had his first garden, a corner of his Dad’s Victory Garden, in 1945.
Charles shared what grew in his gardens and what he had financially. He was incredibly generous throughout
his life. And he shared his faith, trusting that gardener God who keeps reaching into the seed bag for all
eternity.
While Charles was in hospice the one thing that helped was to have his back rubbed. His niece Melissa said
that as she was rubbing his back that last day he said, “Can you feel my wings?” She smiled, “They’re there.”
Yes we trust the sower, the one who has flung us all together and invited us to let go of control and to share
God’s abundant love.
Peace friends ~ Pastor Kathy Nelson
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Sundays in August
Sunday, August 2
Outdoor Picnic Sunday
Scripture: Psalm 145 and Matthew 14:13–21
Sermon by Pastor Kathy
“More than Enough—Loaves and Fishes”
Music by the “Tent Show Band”
After worship this morning there will be a drivethrough picnic hosted by our Food and Fellowship
Team. Picnic food will be delivered to people in
their cars, and then folks can sit socially distant
under the tent, in the grass, or in their cars.

Join us for Sunday Services
Our 10:30 service is livestreamed via our website
(www.peaceucc.org). Please follow the link provided on
the website to watch the service. Worship is led by Pastor
Kathy, Jim Pospisil, Nathan Holst, and Sharon Dawson,
with musicians Maddie Carpenter, Mark Hakes, and Frost
Bowen-Bailey. Technology provided by Tim Carpenter,
Doug and Sylvie Bowen-Bailey, Alex Dean, Paul O’Brien,
and Cindy McLean. If you would like to join us in the
sanctuary for the livestream you can sign up on our
website or through the weekly email. Space is very
limited so sign up by noon the Thursday prior. Masks are
required.

Sunday, August 9

Virtual Sunday School Continues!

Scripture: Romans 10:5-15 & Matthew 14:22–33
Sermon by Pastor Kathy “Wind and Waves”

Sunday, August 16
Sermon by Dr. Gary Boelhower
Special music by Cathy Ameel

9:30am (from the comfort of your home)
Sunday school will continue through the summer! An
email will be sent out to parents of Sunday School age
children with details on how to access our virtual Sunday
School lesson via Zoom. Please contact the church office
to be added to the email list or if you have any questions.

Sunday, August 23

Peace Church Virtual Coffee Hour
Sundays at 11:30am

Sermon by Rev. Tom Liddle
Special music by Susan Larson Kidd

Sunday, August 30
Scripture: Exodus 3:1–15 and Matthew 16:21–28
Sermon by Pastor Kathy “Standing on Holy Ground”

We've had a great group of folks join us each week
for our virtual coffee hour, and we hope that can include
you as well. The Zoom link will be in the Friday email
update. If you have any questions please contact Nathan
at nathan@peaceucc.org.

Volunteer Reminders/Opportunities
Monday Meals

Lay Leaders

Though most of our volunteer ministries have been
suspended during this time, providing Monday meals
for Loaves and Fishes Dorothy Day House is still
going strong, thanks to our faithful volunteers. If you
are interested in joining this group to sign up to bring
a meal, email janell@peaceucc.org or access the
schedule on our website under the menu “for
volunteers.” Here is the schedule for August:

We now have the option for our Lay Leader to
actually attend a live-streamed worship service with
the other worship leaders—of course with social
distancing and mask wearing when not on camera.
If you prefer, the scripture could be read from your
home and recorded as a video on your phone, then
sent to the church. If you would like to be on the lay
leader list, email janell@peaceucc.org.

August 3: Judy Derauf
August 10: Gayle and Jack Kelly
August 17: Elaine Schmid
August 24: Kay and Bob Stevens
August 31: Terese Tomanek

Lay Leader Schedule – August 2020
August 2: Cindy McLean (in church)
August 9: Kay or Bob Stevens (in church)
August 16: Joan Peterson (in church)

Guidelines during this time
It’s helpful if meals come earlier (4:30-5pm) as we are
now serving in shifts. Same numbers (serving 12-15).
Appreciate it if folks call/text in advance to the house
(218-724-2054) or Joel’s cell (218-340-4356) and we
can meet them at the door or their car or have a no
contact drop off on the porch.

August 23: Betty Greene (in church)
August 30: Penny Cragun (in church)

Many thanks to all our volunteers!
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Groups, Gatherings/CHUM
CHUM is “People of
faith working together
to provide basic
necessities, foster
stable lives, and
organize for a just and compassionate

Choir
Thursdays at 4:30pm via Zoom
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/139032513.
This link will work every Thursday. We will continue to
meet throughout the summer.

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group

CHUM'S Annual Adopt-A-Backpack

Wednesday, August 26 at Noon

This year, CHUM has set a goal of purchasing
1,400 backpacks full of supplies for children in
grades K-12! The cost of a backpack and supplies
for children and youth is $12 per child. Donations are
needed by August 9.

Meet in the Lower Parking Lot under the big
yellow tent. Bring you lunch and a lawn chair.
Join Pastor Kathy for a time of physical-distanced
fellowship. We will talk about Exodus 3:1–15,
Moses’ experience of Holy Ground with the “burning
bush.” Where have you found holy ground during
this time of pandemic?

You can order a backpack or donate directly to
CHUM by visiting: www.chumduluth.org

Peace Church Meals for the
CHUM Drop In Center

Virtual Bible Study
Wednesday Evenings at 5pm

(located at 125 North 1st Ave West)
Please Note! Chum breakfasts and dinners
will continue, but all food will be prepared at
Peace Church, dropped off at Chum, and
served by the Chum staff.

Join Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/492098005
We read the Gospel lesson for the upcoming Sunday
several times. Each time we read we are listening for
the still, small voice of God that will speak to us. We
learn so much from what is touching other people’s
hearts as they hear the Gospel too. No prior biblical
knowledge needed! We close with prayer.

Wednesday Breakfast: August 12 & 26
Donations of granola bars, peanut butter, jelly, juice
boxes, and bags of chips are appreciated.
Call or email the office if you would like to donate.

Centering Prayer
Wednesdays at 5pm: Text 218.310.3908.

Thursday Dinner: August 20

Monday Women’s Book Group

Donations of food for the dinner are always welcome!
Let us know if you’d like to be on the email list
to provide food and/or help cook.
Contact the church office at 218-724-3637 or
office@peaceucc.org.

August 3 & 17 at 4:00pm via Zoom
The group will meet via Zoom on August 3 and 17
from 4:00-5:30pm and continue to read/discuss
My Grandmother’s Hands by Resmaa Menakem.
Contact Penny Cragun for more info.

Spiritual Journey Team Podcast Update
The Spiritual Journey Team has been meeting for
about two years with the purpose of focusing on
helping our congregation reflect on our individual and
collective spiritual journeys. Last year we interviewed
some members of our congregation to help us get a
better sense of where we are in our spiritual journeys,
and we were so grateful for the honest and insightful
responses we got ~ thank you!

Peace Sanctuary is open!
The sanctuary is open for private prayer on
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday between 9am
and 3pm. Call the office when you arrive so we can
let you in the church. Please bring a mask; we also
have masks available for anyone who needs one.

Shortly before COVID changed everything, Doug
Bowen-Bailey was pondering developing a Peace
podcast and has, in fact, recorded several 'episodes'
that are now available on YouTube. Our team
recently recorded a conversation about our
reflections on how the pandemic is affecting our
spiritual lives. We invite you to listen and think about
your own answers to the questions. Find it on our
website, or use this link: https://www.peaceucc.org/
podcast/spiritual-journeys-in-the-time-of-pandemic/

Daytime Book Club
for Men and Women
Thursday, August 20 at 10am
The Book Club will meet outdoors at the home of
Alice Marks, 2425 West Skyline Parkway, on
Thursday, August 20 at 10am. The group is currently
reading Cutting for Stone by Abraham Vetches.
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Peace Church News/Gatherings
A Call to Peace White Men

Wednesday Lunch Devotion

In a recent Peace conversation about the racial
violence happening in our state and country, we noticed
that there were only a few white men who were a part of
the conversation, which led to some more reflections
and questions about how and where our white men are
showing up right now. After an initial conversation in July
with about 10 men from Peace, we want to continue the
invitation to gather again in August to talk about the
ways we are showing up in this time and how we can
support each other and others in our community. Come
join Nathan Holst and Tom Liddle who will facilitate
another virtual conversation on Thursday, August 20
from 6:30-8:30pm. Contact Nathan if you have any
questions or would like to rsvp (optional). Here's the
zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/91330861094

Wool Needed!
Are you doing lots of cleaning and
organizing during the pandemic?
Melissa Boyle is still collecting wool or
heavy winter socks to turn into mice-shaped cat toys.
She can also use sweaters that are at least 80% wool,
but please—no athletic socks, dress socks, or mittens or
gloves. Drop off items on Melissa’s porch. Check the
Peace directory for address or call Melissa at 728-0419.

Peace Church Nominees for Rosie Award!
Congratulations to three Peace Church
members who have been nominated for the
Woman Today Magazine’s Rosie Award,
recognizing women as a driving force in our
community. Emily Larson has been nominated
for the Rosie Award, Joan Peterson has been
nominated for the Most Engaged Volunteer
Award, and Kathy Nelson for the Leadership Award.
The virtual awards ceremony was held July 30—go to
thewomantoday.com to find out who the winners are.

Wednesdays at Noon
in the Lower Parking Lot
Under the Yellow Tent
Join Pastor Kathy and Nathan every Wednesday
under the big yellow tent for a short devotion and
time of fellowship. Bring your own lunch and lawn
chair. This is a great chance to catch up with other
members of Peace Church.

Ecowomanism by Dr. Melanie Harris
Book Group Rescheduled
September 1, 1-3pm
"It was normal for my own mother, Naomi, to
teach me that the best way to grow plants, beans,
and flowers was to read to them, and sing. Perhaps
the greatest songs I've ever sung in the garden
were African American spirituals, which made me
feel a divine ancestral presence all around.
Listening is a core part of singing. I learned this
early, and the more I listened the louder the music
of the earth grew." This is an excerpt from
Ecowomanism: African American Women and
Earth-Honoring Faiths by Dr. Melanie Harris
Four years ago, Dr. Harris led our community
through a process of racial reparations, with a
workshop called “Living into the Difficult. “
Join Sarah Holst as we read Dr. Harris’s book as
the final part of the Climate Justice CPE (clinical
pastoral education). Ecowomanism beautifully
outlines the connections between climate, gender,
and racial justice. We will discuss the themes of the
book and our own ancestral relationships to the
earth. Copies are available at Peace Church for $15
(the book sells at stores for $30).

Spiritual Care for a time of
Change and Uprising

Monarch Waystation Tour
Duluth Monarch Buddies is thrilled that Peace
Church's native prairie will be a stop on the Monarch
Waystation Tour on Saturday August 8, from 10am to
2pm. The event is being coordinated by Cathy Wood,
who will host visitors to the prairie. Doug Bowen-Bailey
has written a brief history/description of the prairie to be
included in the Tour brochure. Participants may use the
upper parking lot or park on 11th Street. Proceeds from
the Tour will benefit Duluth Monarch Buddies, the
sponsor of this annual event.

Sarah Holst is completing a Climate Justice
Clinical Pastoral Care Unit at Peace Church
through August. If you would like to connect with
her to tell your ecological story, or explore what
your spiritual and emotional needs are, and dream
into how you can show up in life-giving and
sustainable ways, please reach out to her at
308-352-6690 or sarahaholst@gmail.com.

Peace Prayer Chain

Staying Connected

Peace Church has a whole group of people who
will pray for you, your friends & loved ones.
Concerns, joys, illness, worries or congratulations—
we are here for you!

Need some support during the pandemic? Please
email or call the church office (office@peaceucc.org or
218-724-3637) if you would like us to set you up with a
“Buddy” who will call you just to chat or help with
errands, such as grocery shopping. We have many
willing volunteers!

Call the church office at 218-724-3637, Bob &
Kay Stevens at 218-724-4865, or Sharon Crosby at
218-624-5582.
5

Children’s Ministry
“And the child walked beyond the Sun

into the higher doorway.
Suddenly aware of the Universe around her,
she saw the world in new ways…
And the layers that were dormant
were once again awake.
And the doors that were closed
were once again open.
And the child spread her arms wide,
allowing for the drops of infinite
to excavate her like rock,
that so sought to shine.
And the infinite found her
and the diamonds within her,
and the jewels of her essence,
buried under layers of stone and dust,
unscathed.
And the infinite found her,
and breathed light within her.
And the essence inside her
revived.

Artwork by Monica Ihrke for our 2020 VBS T-shirts!
Kids will be able to color them and make them their own.

And now the child remembers…
and born again from embers,
she paints with notes and rainbows
the silent hum of the cosmic skies.
©2013-2020 Katie Gallanti (with permission of the author)

It’s all about spider webs these days, leading up
to Weaving Our World Together VBS! Join Holly
Bowen-Bailey on our Peace Church Read Aloud
Story Time group FB page for the classic
Charlotte's Web. Chapters will be posted every
day leading up to August 11, the beginning of
VBS. If you haven’t joined the group yet, find the
link on Peace Church’s FB page or through the
Peace Church Parenting Group FB page.

Dear parents, this is the beautiful child you are raising.
When you are exhausted from the day, holding the burden
of the times on your shoulders, walking that uncertain ground as the state
makes plans for schooling in the fall and you feel such a mixed bag of emotions… Please read this.

Please read this and remember to allow yourselves time each day to look into your child’s wide eyes and be
centered in the joy of life.
I have been honored to be here in this position at Peace during this crazy time and getting to know your
children. This poem is a gift to every parent struggling through these times. Parents heading into August with so
much uncertainty about the school year and the confusing bag of feelings you are holding together for your
family.
When I see your child. Really see. I don’t see your worry, your mistakes in parenting, your struggle to keep
them safe or how your children might misbehave. I don’t see the doubts you may carry inside. What I see is an
amazing child who has gifts of creativity, humor, sensitivity, intelligence, an individuality and a keen sense of
wonder that you have cherished and nurtured. You parents are
doing an amazing job during a time of tumultuous change and
uncertainty. You are modeling the ability to survive in an
uncertain time on shifting sands. Teaching your children to
breathe when confronted with new unknown situations and
expand into their future is a gift to them. You are doing a great
job. Let yourself rest in that truth. I see parents that are walking
on the water. Thank you for raising the beautiful children that will
raise the consciousness of the world we all share.
“And the child spread her arms wide, unscathed.
And the infinite found her,
and breathed light within her.
And the essence inside her
revived.”
~Sharon Dawson, Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Dave Courtright cutting and sanding “web”
pieces for our children’s VBS art project.
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Youth
Nathan’s Column

August Youth Group

“Ring the bells that still can ring
Forget your perfect offering
There is a crack in everything
That’s how the light gets in”
~Leonard Cohen

We continue our summer youth group with in-person
gatherings under the tent outside Peace Church rotating with
zoom gatherings. After our planned hike in Chester Park at
the end of July, we’re looking ahead to August and have a
kayaking adventure in the works. The 2-hour kayak event will
be on Thursday, August 20, from 9am to 11am. We’ll have
youth group over zoom on August 5 and 19. We’ll have our
in-person gathering at the Peace tent on August 12. Then
we’ll take a break (Sabbath) from youth group August 26 and
September 2.

What a time it has been these last
months—I’ve heard people express it in
different ways, reflecting on the experience
of what living in this moment has been
emotionally, spiritually, just getting through.
Some say, “this time is like different emotions and many parts of my life boiled down into a super condensed
version.” Others share, “It’s like riding wave after wave of struggle and relief.” It brings up so many tensions—
sometimes simultaneously being incredibly chaotic and peaceful, and at the same time feeling like there’s too
much time and not enough at once. The Peace Spiritual Journey Team recently recorded a conversation on the
experience of the pandemic (which is now on the Peace website to listen), trying to capture the sense of these
paradoxes we are living, more isolated and more connected, more united and more divided than ever.
It can be difficult in the midst of all that’s happening to get under the surface, to look for a clearing in the
midst of the fullness of life. My partner Sarah recently shared a poem with me that spoke deeply to some of
these tensions, and I want to share a portion of the poem by Jan Richardson called “Blessing in the Chaos.”
“To all that is chaotic
in you,
let there come silence…
…Let there be
an opening
into the quiet
that lies beneath
the chaos,
where you find
the peace
you did not think
possible
and see what shimmers
within the storm.”
Where are the openings in your
life that lie beneath the chaos? Perhaps you are finding peace, like so many do, in places like the Boundary
Waters, discovering that even in the midst of the personal and communal storms of life, there is something that
shimmers in you still, just waiting to return. Or maybe you find it in your gardens, like I’ve heard consistently
from our Wednesday purpose and call group at Peace, watching your plants slowly grow into fullness and
bounty, grounding us in the everyday hope of new leaves and flowers. Or
perhaps you are one who, like Jesus, can wake up
in your boat in the midst of a storm and find the quiet
within that then shimmers out and calms everything
around you.
Wherever you find yourself this summer, my hope
and prayer for you is that you can let silence in,
allowing it to open you up, inviting you to learn how
to live in the tensions, allowing you to hold the chaos
and the peace together.
~Nathan Holst, Faith Formation Minister
Youth Group Gathering under the big yellow tent
near the lower parking lot at Peace.
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Voices for Justice
Jesse Schomberg: Protecting
What We Have Been Given
Jesse was raised outside of Fairmont,
Minnesota, on a small farm built from the
hope, passion and drive of his parents,
Gary and Nancy Schomberg. Gary was
an engineering tech for the city of
Fairmont in addition to working the farm
and livestock. Nancy worked at a food
processing plant and ran the family
garden and kitchen. Their passions and
skills helped shape Jesse’s life.
Since the family used everything they
raised, Jesse learned to manage a
variety of animals (including cattle, pigs,
chickens, turkeys and ponies) and how to
grow and harvest a variety of crops. He also learned cooking and preserving skills, as well as a sense of
proportion and waste related to food. His dad was a member of the Martin County Conservation Club, and
taught Jesse how to work with natural systems to protect deer and fish.
Because of his interest in protecting and learning about natural systems, Jesse decided to attend UMD,
where he majored in biology. He learned about the links between Duluth’s community and the area’s forests,
fields, wetlands, streams, rivers, lakes, and animals. He became active with UMD’s Outdoor Club, Wuda Wooch,
where he met Spice—another focused and enthusiastic outdoor adventurer.
They married in December of 1992. A year later, after Spice finished her nursing degree, they moved to
Idaho State University in Pocatello, where Jesse earned a Masters in Biology with a focus on aquatic ecology.
In January 1999, their family returned to Duluth, where Jesse was hired by the Natural Resources Research
Institute to help manage the area’s natural resources. After two years, he was hired by Minnesota Sea Grant to
link the area’s water resources with organizations and institutions using those resources to enhance the area’s
community and economy. He is currently Associate Director of Outreach for Minnesota Sea Grant.
During the 20 years that Jesse has been working to protect the area’s aquatic and natural resources, he has
recruited a variety of local, state, federal, and global partners and organizations to collaborate in protecting this
watershed and its resources. Some of the Sea Grant efforts Jesse has been involved with include addressing
the safety of our beaches, helping communities prepare for climate change impacts, monitoring water quality
and watershed management, and helping with Duluth’s Comprehensive Plan.
As the tourist industry has exploded, more people come to our beaches and bays. This has generated a
variety of safety and health issues that Sea Grant helps manage. The Park Point beaches are one example of
the growth in use and risks. After a rip current drowning in 2002, Sea Grant worked with local partners to build
more awareness about risks and responses. The net result is still up and running (www.parkpointbeach.org).
This site informs viewers of the possible risks, the degree of warning, and the variety of engaged partners.
Projects like this are a tribute to Jesse’s listening, collaboration and commitment. He helps partners focus on
actions that make a difference by both preserving natural resources and expanding use—a delicate dance.
Jesse is an excellent listener. His collaborative leadership helps people work together to create the path to a
more sustainable, safe and satisfying future. Jesse’s commitment to environmental justice has been a shaping
force in the protection of our natural resources.
As he reflected on the sources of his sense of justice, Jesse said that his focus on food was at the heart of
his understanding of justice. All his life, he has been involved with growing, harvesting, and processing food. He
has been an active steward of the land and water, from his own lush gardens, to our watershed, to the planet.
As Jesse reflected on his development from his youth to his work as a protector of creation, he mentioned
that he was raised in a UCC Church, and that he had gone through confirmation as a young man. But he never
recognized the power of hope until he understood the logic of shared stewardship. After a thoughtful pause, he
said, “I never realized how spirituality brings people together until I came to Peace, where I could sense it
working.” That was said with a smile, recognizing that he was not alone and that there were others with a similar
sensibility—who use hope to work together as stewards. As an active steward of what we have been given,
Jesse has honored his parents, his community, his heritage and his hopes.
Interviewed by Bill Mittlefehldt
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Steps for Justice
“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with God.”
Micah 6:8
How do we help tip this world towards justice and peace?
How do we move forward in times of uncertainty and fear?
Each month in the Peace Bell, the Acting for Justice Hub** offers specific
suggestions for action—ways to claim our voices, to make a difference,
to do justice.
Inch by inch, step by step, voice by voice.
•••••••
Migrant Justice: Praying for Students
There’s plenty of anxiety in the air as families prepare for the beginning of the
school year. So many unknowns and uncertainties. As you make preparations, or
watch your family and neighbors make preparations, pause to pray for students
whose lives are even more uncertain and complicated: children recently released from family detention centers;
children sitting in camps at the border; DACA students who are able to renew their status; new DACA eligible
students whose applications are being turned down; international students whose schools filed law suits so they
could continue studying when classes went online.
Climate Justice: Reflecting on the Heat Wave
Check out this description of the recent heat wave: https://www.climatesignals.org/events/continental-us-heatwave-july-2020. Reflect on how this affected Duluth, our community, and the country. How did it affect families,
health, jobs, and the environment? Will we experience more dramatic heat waves due to climate change? How
can we respond to help prevent the increasing impact of heat waves? Share ideas with others.
Dismantling Racism: Join “Justice in August,” an Online Peace Church Course
Looking for a way to deepen your understanding of racial justice and move towards action? Join “Justice in
August,” an online course for Peace Church that asks you to spend 10 minutes per day reading an article or
watching a video. You will have the chance to reflect and discuss with others. We’ll also have in-person Zoom
meetings on August 13 and September 3 at 6:30pm to share some insights together. To learn more on joining
the course, visit: https://www.peaceucc.org/home-page/justice-in-august/
Beyond Violence: Respond to the Epidemic of Gun Violence
The Duluth Police Department has seen an increase in gun incidents and shootings. Chief Tusken is writing
about it on Facebook. If you want to know more, please “like” the Facebook page of the Duluth Police
Department: https://www.facebook.com/DuluthMNPolice and also of Protect Minnesota: https://
www.facebook.com/ProtectMN, the Northland Brady chapter: https://www.facebook.com/
NorthlandProtectMinnesota and Moms Demand Action Duluth https://www.facebook.com/
groups/466307873873292. We have an epidemic of gun violence in the midst of the pandemic. Please pay
attention to candidates, the issue and be ready for action and also, donate if you can.
•••••••
**The Acting for Justice Hub includes six teams: Beyond Violence, Climate Justice, Dismantling Racism,
Global Ministries, Migrant Justice, Open and Affirming. For more information on further ways to be involved,
contact the Peace Church office.
If you have suggestions for this monthly column, please contact Pamela Mittlefehldt pjmarch4@aol.com.

Farewell to John and Lyn Clark Pegg
On Sunday, July 26, we bid farewell to John and Lyn Clark Pegg, who are moving
to Minneapolis. We are so grateful for the many years of our ministry together with
them. John served as the Pastor here at Peace for over 5 years, from 1985–1990.
During that time, under John’s leadership, we became a Just Peace Church. John
and Lyn returned as members to our church after a break and have been so deeply
involved in the justice work of this congregation. They have served on the
Dismantling Racism Team, the Acting for Justice Hub, Beyond Violence Team, Adult
Education, and much more. John has inspired us with his ongoing work with
Veterans for Peace, and Lyn with her work with Witness for Peace and many trips.
Blessings on their next adventures.
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Moderator’s Report
Church is Not Cancelled
At our July Coordinating Council meeting, Dick Goese shared a reflection by David Haas that he saw in the
CHUM newsletter that, in the midst of the pandemic, shared a number of things that are not cancelled, like
“love, mercy, and prayer.” After the reading, we went around and shared the things that we were grateful are not
cancelled. In that spirit, I am giving my moderator’s report focused on what is still not cancelled.
Worship is Not Cancelled
We are grateful to all who are involved with putting on the livestream worship. A special thank you to Nancy
Nelson in the office who has really stepped up in helping prepare the slides and other materials for each week.
As a member of the tech team, I have likened it to producing a TV show each week. If you are interested in
being part of this team, please reach out to myself or the office and we can start training you in. You also can be
part of a “Peace Pod” and help us figure out the best ways for preparing to do both in-person and live streaming
at the same time. While we are a long way from having a significant in-person audience, having a small number
of family groups in the sanctuary is helpful for us to learn what needs to be changed. You can sign up for this by
going to our website and clicking on the COVID-19 info at the top of the home page, or call the office and Janell
or Nancy can collect the information needed. We have a number of precautions in place for this to make sure
that we all remain safe as we test this out.
Generosity is Not Cancelled
We are grateful to everyone who is continuing to financially support both the functioning of Peace Church
and our ability to give generously through the Gabriel Fund. We are also grateful for partnerships with
organizations like the NAACP and AICHO who can help identify people and families who are in need so that
these funds can make the biggest impact. If you are in need, please let us know so that we can provide support.
If you are able to contribute, we appreciate your continued generosity.
Connection is Not Cancelled
Peace Church members are still connecting in many ways. One great example is a conversation by the
Spiritual Journeys team about spirituality in the time of a pandemic. You can find that on our “Peace in a Pod”
podcast. Check the website for more information (peaceucc.org). Connections are also happening off-line. The
big yellow tent is up and we are having more gatherings there, as the science suggests that being outdoors is a
safer way to congregate. Both Peace groups and support groups are meeting out there. Thanks to the team that
gathered early on a Friday morning to get the tent in place.
Service is Not Cancelled
Our committees continue to roll along—being the church even if we can’t be going to church. I want to say a
special thank you to Denise Perry who is stepping down from chairing the property committee after many years.
Her dedication to the maintenance of our building and grounds often goes unnoticed by those of us who use it,
but we all owe her a debt of gratitude for the countless hours she has put into keeping Peace Church looking
good and helping us to reduce our energy use and carbon footprint. Thanks to everyone else like Denise who
serve in ways that aren’t always noticed yet contribute significantly to the life of our community.
Creativity is not cancelled
The plans for VBS are strong. Thanks to Sharon Dawson and Sarah Holst and the Children’s Ministry team
for pulling together boxes of fun and activities that will allow our children and families to have meaningful
activities this summer as we think about how to weave the world together.
I could go on and on. I will end with the words of David Haas which I see embodied in Peace Church:
Faith has not been cancelled.
Hope has not been cancelled.
And...God’s presence with us has not been cancelled.

Church Coordinating Council
will meet Tuesday, August 18 at 7pm.

~Doug Bowen-Bailey, Peace Church Moderator
The PEACE BELL
is a monthly publication of
Peace United Church of Christ
Duluth, Minnesota

EDITORIAL TEAM
Elise Courtright, Janell Kohls,
Nancy Nelson,
Photographer: John Ameel
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ARTICLES DUE
the third Monday of each month
Monday August 17
Send to office@peaceucc.org

Peace People
Thank You!
➢

To Doug Bowen-Bailey, Alex Dean and Tim Carpenter who are our tech team, making livestreaming of our
worship services possible. Also thanks to Paul O’Brien, Cindy McLean, Sylvie and Holly Bowen-Bailey.

➢

To our minimalist choir of Mark Hakes, Maddie Carpenter and Frost Bowen-Bailey.

➢

To all who have contributed to our Gabriel Fund which has allowed us to help so many people facing food
scarcity and other issues in this time of pandemic.

➢

To those who provided special music for July: Susan Larson Kidd, Maddie Carpenter, Buzz Munns, Ian
Connell, Mark Hakes, Frost Bowen-Bailey, Nathan Holst, and Cathy Ameel.

➢

Thanks to Pamela Mittlefehldt for creating our crowd-sourced poem “What I am learning about hope” and
for her work coordinating the card ministry.

➢

A thank-you from Bill Hardesty: Gratitude to the Peace Church community for sending me uplifting cards
during this time of isolation.

➢

From Lori Williams: “Please pass my words of deep gratitude along to the team of Peace People who have
been sending me, and others as well, the incredible cards with heartfelt words of encouragement and
gratitude for our work in healthcare, and other fields.

➢

From Diana Oestreich: “I can't tell you how encouraged I am by Peace church's gift for Syrian Refugees on
Mother's Day. Now more than ever, it takes encouragement to keep standing alongside those who are on
the margins. To keep seeing people, instead of problems and showing up with a love that transforms our
world. Thank you for walking with us. Thank you for persisting. We couldn't show up for those who are most
vulnerable in Syria without you, and we wouldn't want to! Grateful for your faith that runs to those in need.”

Keep in Your Prayers
➢

Scott Mead at home recovering from brain surgery after an injury.

➢

Jan Eschbach recovering at home from major electrical burns received in an accident last summer.

➢

Pat Devlin recovering from an infection in his foot.

➢

Sarah Jessico who is now home in Duluth.

➢

All those undergoing treatment for cancer – Jerry Cleveland, Terri Shannon, Mary Caine Hafdahl, Kim
Kruger, Jim Soderberg, Melanie Shepherd and others.

➢

Cheryl Walsh living with ALS.

➢

Jackie Willis now home after being hospitalized for seizures.

➢

All our members who work in healthcare—well over 60 of you—a huge thank you!

➢

Our many folks who work in essential services: mail carriers, grocery workers, truckers and others

➢

Our local leaders who are members of Peace: Mayor Emily Larson; City Councilors Gary Anderson and
Terese Tomanek; St. Louis County Public Health Director Amy Westbrook; St. Louis County Commissioner
Patrick Boyle; and State Representative Liz Olson. We are holding you all in our prayers.

➢

All our members living in long-term care facilities: Joyce Riggle at Franciscan Health Center; Mike Nugent
at the Silver Bay Veterans Home; Steve Coll at St. Anne’s; Tom Sharkey at Diamond Willow in Cloquet; Bill
Kehtel at Diamond Willow in Lakeside; Amanda Cran at Bishop Woods; and Sharon Kirtley at ViewCrest.

➢

And all those who work in long term care: Bob Stevens, Ginny Cran, Matt Morris, Molly Watson and others.

In Sympathy
➢
➢
➢

To the friends and family of Charles House. Charlie’s service was held at Peace Church on July 10.
Charlie was a longtime businessman in Duluth and a quiet philanthropist. He was very proud of his work in
Rotary, especially with youth.
To Juan Gonzales on the death of his brother.
To Frank Zuniga on the death of his brother.

Congratulations
➢

To Emery Palmstein, daughter of Bethany and Cory, who was baptized on July 12 at her grandparents’
cabin. Pastor Kathy officiated at the outdoor baptism.
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More Peace People
A Message from Jan Eschbach
It has been one year since my accident. My journey has been a long
one, and I have felt your prayers of support and love along the entire
way. It has been powerful and has given me such strength to persevere!
Many thanks for your steadfast support and help through the
comforting meals brought to my family during my recovery. It was
nourishing in more ways than one to see familiar faces and meet new
friends– I could feel the sincerity and warmth even with masked faces!
The food was such a help for my healing body as well as making one
less tiring task for the day. The cards, flowers, greetings and gifts I
continue to receive have carried me through from the very beginning of
my recovery to today, and continually lift my spirits.
My most sincere gratitude,
Jan Eschbach

Journal Entry byCara Matrella (Jan’s Daughter)
Sunday marked a very important milestone for us, changing the course of our lives. We took notice of this
day by spending a quiet girls weekend at the cabin, where we are now making many more wonderful family
memories.
As rounds of storms passed through our area throughout the weekend we sat inside and discussed what this
past year has brought to our family. As the skies cleared and a beautiful day began on Sunday morning, we ALL
took a walk onto the grass just up from the water and took time to enjoy a new year coming...with new
beginnings, new challenges and new visions for the future.
Love to you all, Jan, Emily, Katy & Cara

Memorials
All of the following monetary donations were given to the Gabriel Fund on behalf of the members listed:
Charlie House Memorials: Cindy Macaulay, Joan Severson, Lori and Bradley Bunge,
Greg and Rebecca Hansen, Arlene and Ronald Frist
In honor of Kirby Wood: Harriet Crofts
In honor of Liz Liebenstein on her 30th Ordination Anniversary and her on-going work in the community:
Bev and Don Liebenstein

Life and Health Coaching
Hi Peace Community. As I sit to write this I am feeling full of gratitude for the love, perseverance and
generosity of this church—all of you! So I want to start by saying thank you for all the warmth, encouragement,
and financial help you’ve shared during a challenging season for my family. I hope we can all gather again
soon, and in the meantime I hope to be able to share some support with the community through free Health
Coaching! I’m excited to have completed my Life and Health Coach certification this summer, and I’m prepared
to offer a series of three 50-minute coaching sessions to up to four individual Peace community members.
In a coaching role, I can support you in identifying your desires and goals, connecting with your most
compelling inner motivations, and shifting pivotal habits effectively. The process is surprisingly easy and
powerful. Our focus can be stress management, increasing lifestyle and values alignment, specific health goals
such as better sleep, energy and weight loss, or myriad other things. This work is designed to collaborate with
your inner guidance and with your other healthcare and personal growth providers and coaches. I am familiar
with the therapy field and will always honor my scope of practice. Please contact Pastor Kathy or Nathan Holst
with any questions and interest, and we’ll coordinate a time to talk!
Much peace and love,
Amy Larsen (Jayber, Soren and Abel Prois)
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Arthur Foy Scholarship
Rev. Arthur Foy III Memorial Scholarship Awards
Saturday, August 8 at 1pm at Peace Church
"To proclaim the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ; to provide spiritual guidance
to men, women and children and educational and economic development opportunities for
members of our society who've been locked out and disenfranchised."
~ Rev. Arthur Foy III, describing his calling to the Duluth News Tribune
This past March marked the 16th anniversary of the death of Rev. Arthur Foy III in a tragic car accident.
In an effort to continue the important work he did here in the city of Duluth when he served as pastor of
St. Mark AME church, a scholarship fund was established in his name. Each year at least one student of color
from our community is awarded a $1,000 scholarship to continue their education at a post-high school
institution. Rev. Foy saw education as a crucial step out of poverty and worked hard to make it more accessible
for all kids.
Three scholarships will be awarded this year. The scholarships will be given to Lencie Westrick of
our congregation, Daniel Guite, and Jadan Jones. The award ceremony will take place on Saturday,
August 8, 1pm at Peace Church. The ceremony will be livestreamed from peaceucc.org. This will be a
musical celebration with an opportunity to make a donation to keep the scholarship fund going. Please join us
for this event!

Lencie Westrick graduated from Duluth East High School where, in addition to a full class load and a part
time job at a local restaurant, she worked in the school Achievement Center and participated in numerous
activities including Student Forum, Social Justice Club, and the Sterling Strings Chamber Orchestra.
Lencie’s academic goal was to maintain a GPA of 3.7 or higher throughout high school. She worked hard
and achieved this goal; in her senior year she maintained a GPA of 4.0. In her scholarship application she
wrote, “I learned that reaching a goal isn’t always easy but it’s very satisfying to know I did it. I learned that
I am capable of achieving my goals.” She plans to attend the University of Minnesota in the Twin Cities
where she looks forward to being part of an educational community made up of a mix of ethnicities and
cultures.
Daniel Guite graduated from Denfeld High School. While in high school he demonstrated a commitment to
serve, learn, and apply his knowledge to benefit others. He participated in Key Club, Sources of Strength,
and many sports activities. He is especially interested in the environment and plans to attend Mankato
State University, majoring in Marketing and minoring in Environmental Studies. Daniel wrote in his
scholarship application “I seek a future where I could be helping others by improving the world
environment…to make a change in our communities and the world as a whole.”
Jadan Jones graduated from Duluth East High School. While in school, Jadan lived on her own, working
near full-time hours in addition to carrying a full-time class load. She wrote, “My high school experience
wasn’t entirely like any other students. Instead of support at home I had to learn to support myself and
instead of joining clubs I worked jobs to make sure I had what I needed.” She plans to pursue a degree in
education at either the University of Wisconsin-Superior or Anoka-Ramsey Community College. She wrote
that “I know I will have more struggles and more challenges, but I’m ready for them, because this time I
have hope in myself and I know where I’m going and how hard I’ll work to get there.”

Peace Church Website
Until recently our website (www.peaceuccc.org) has been mostly used by folks wanting to learn more about
Peace Church. During this time we hope it can be a useful tool for members and friends to access information
about what is going on. It’s a great place to go when it’s time for Sunday service—just click on the worship
button. Remember, the building is closed, but the church activities are definitely up and running and we hope
you all can find a way to connect! Please send feedback about our website to janell@peaceucc.org.

CDs/DVDs of Services
If you are unable to access the livestream of our worship services, we can create a CD or a DVD of the
service. Please call the office, 724-3637, or email janell@peaceucc.org.
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Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Service online at 10:30am
If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events,
please send an email request to the church office: office@peaceucc.org
PEACE CHURCH STAFF
Lead Pastor: Rev. Kathy Nelson
Music Director: Jim Pospisil
Faith Formation Minister: Nathan Holst
Children’s Ministry Coordinator: Sharon Dawson
Covenanted Ministers of our congregation:
Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, Rev. John Szarke and
Rev. Sara Olson Dean

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell
Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls
Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson
Custodian: Dan Shepard
Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter
Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters
Newsletter Editor: Elise Courtright

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday: 9am-3pm, Friday: closed
PHONE: 218-724-3637
Web: peaceucc.org
Facebook: peace.church.duluth
EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Kathy: knelson@peaceucc.org
Office: office@peaceucc.org
Jim: jim@peaceucc.org
Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org Sharon: Sharon@peaceucc.org
Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org Janell: janell@peaceucc.org
Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org
Tim Peters: tpnc53@gmail.com Elise Courtright: elise@peaceucc.org

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota
Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God
Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,
committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including
all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,
gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome!
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