
  

 

JUNE 2020 

Congregational Annual Meeting 

Sunday June 7 at 11:40am on Zoom 
Please join us for our Annual Meeting. 
Attendance is important so we can elect our 
Coordinating Council for 2020-2021 and 
approve our annual report. The meeting will  
be held via Zoom, using the same link as our 
Coffee hour. Watch for the Zoom link in our 
weekly email. 

Agenda 

Opening Prayer: Gary Boelhower 

Call to Order: Sue Isernhagen, Moderator 

Vote to approve minutes of 2019 Annual 
Meeting 

Vote to Approve 2019-2020 Peace Church 
Annual Report delivered in May. 

Present slate of new & reaffirmed Council 
Members:  

Moderator: Doug Bowen-Bailey 
Vice Moderator: Hope David 
Past Moderator: Sue Isernhagen 
Treasurer: Dick Goese 
Secretary: Diane Swanoski; 
Council at Large: Mary Adams 
Council at Large: Tom Hystead 
Council at Large: Bud Trnka 
Council at Large: Matt Ryan 
Continuing committee chairs:  
Stewardship Chair: Dave Courtright 
Acting for Justice Chair: John Doberstein 
Spiritual Life Chair: Gudrun Witrak 
Education Chair: Penny Cragun 

Vote on new and reaffirmed council members. 

Thank you to council members who have 
completed their terms: 

Gary Boelhower, Past Moderator 

Kirby Wood, Treasurer 

Councilors at Large: Andy Fena, Hope 
David, Patty Beech Dziuk 

Moderator’s summary of the year: Sue 
Isernhagen 

Intentional Interim 
Plans on Church gradual reopening 
Thank you to the congregation 

Closing prayer:  Pastor Kathy Nelson 

When Will We Reopen? 
You don't have to go to church to be the church. Thank 

you for all the ways you have been church to one another 
and the wider community. Your generosity of cards, masks, 
calls, prayers, concern and donations has. been incredible. 

We will continue to livestream our worship services from 
our website each Sunday morning at 10:30. We hope you 
join us in this way. We will not be gathering for in person 
worship until we feel it is much safer. We typically have 150- 
160 devices logged in watching, so know that you are not 
alone. You can also access the worship services at a later 
time from our website if you wish. 

The council has formed a task force to come up with a 
gradual re-opening of the building plan. We will go slowly 
and in stages as the situation allows. The first step will be 
small groups of 10 or less that observe masks and social 
distancing. We will keep you posted each week. 

"The most loving, noble and sacrificial thing to do is to 
worship from home until gathering in person is safe."  From 
National Council of Churches Statement Urging Extreme 
Caution Before Reopening; May 22, 2020 

A Word From “The Altar Guild” 
Debuting on 
Pentecost, Sunday, 
May 31, are a new 
set of rainbow-
esque banners. 
They are my gift to 
the people of Peace 
and represent my 
heartfelt gratitude 
for the Peace 
community and the 
radiant ministry of 
our beloved Pastor, 
Kathy Nelson. 

While applying the 
many fabric mosaics 

I imagined them to be sacred moments and memories. 
A riot of overlapping life and color and texture that looks 
messy up close then transforms into a pattern that makes 
perfect sense when viewed from a distance. 

My hope is that they will serve to celebrate diverse 
events including weddings, memorial services, gay pride 
and Pentecost. 

Peace friends, Gail Blum 
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From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 
Every year there is one Sunday that is Good Shepherd Sunday; this year it was on May 3. It was time again 

for Psalm 23, which is poetry often read in times of grief. We need these words that so many of us know by 
heart, words we can say together. “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil; for You are with me.” 

The words of the psalms help us in these times. American poet Adrienne Rich wrote, “Poetry is the liquid 
voice that can drill through stone.” This psalm has such power I think because it has been there for so, so many 
people through so many generations as a way of drilling through the hard places, of finding a way forward 
together. And we need it now, because we are in this time of grief together in a way most of us have never 
experienced before and it has touched us all. I have found myself crying. There were tears as Vicki Westrick 
shared how moving it was for her daughter Lencie to see her “Graduating Senior” sign posted in her yard by her 
favorite teacher and how they sang the school song, together but far apart. There was grief as I talked to my 
neighbor over the fence about his uncle’s death from Covid–19. His death was the first in Crow Wing County. 
There is grief and concern over all those laid off and wondering how to pay their bills. Yes, together we need 
this psalm as we walk through this valley of the shadow of death and move beyond our fears.  

Journalist Rachel Martin had a wonderful piece on NPR’s April 30th Morning Edition called “If the Trees Can 
Keep Dancing, So Can I—A Community Poem to Cope in Crisis.” Early in April, NPR's poet-in-residence 
Kwame Alexander pointed to Nancy Cross Dunham's poem, "What I'm Learning About Grief," and asked for 
submissions that began with those same words. He then compiled lines from some of the submissions and 
created a community poem from what people sent in. Here are some of those lines... 

What I'm learning about grief 
Is that it is a language. 
Suffering is its own speech 
it will not go away just because you won't look it in the eye 

He rides shotgun when you go by old familiar places 
Eventually, you will get closer and he will say 
"See, it's not so bad. I got your back." 

What I'm learning about grief 
is not found in mint leaves, floating in a glass of tears boiled thrice over. 
It is an acquired taste which we never crave 

It likes nachos 
Staying up late 
Watching Scandinavian murder shows 
Sleeping in 
And eating cake for breakfast. 

What I'm learning about grief 
is that it can turn you into someone you don't want to be, can help you 
become someone you never thought you could be 
is that it transcends color, race, Religion, gender. 

What I'm learning about grief 
Is to acknowledge its presence 
Its many forms and guises 
Then, to use it, while reaching out 
Connected To everyone who is braving this same storm 

What I'm learning about grief is that it is still learning about me 
Learning that I am strong and resilient 
If the trees can keep dancing, 
So can I. 

As Adrienne Rich said, poetry is the liquid that can drill through stone. Poetry and Psalm 23 help us move 
through this time knowing we are connected to everyone who is braving this same storm and we are learning 
together to dance in the rain. 

Psalm 23 begins and ends with “Lord.” The Lord is my shepherd and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever. As Dr. Walter Brueggemann, a UCC biblical scholar wrote, The name of Yahweh or Lord is uttered only 
twice, abruptly at the beginning and at the end, so that the poem like the trustful life is lived fully in the presence 
of this name which sets the parameters for both life and speech. 

Continued on page 3 

Lencie and Vickie Westrick  
(above) and Matt, Gaby, Elijah 

and Patty Johnson (below) after 
Pastor Kathy delivered the 

‘senior blankets’ to Lencie and 
Gaby, wrapping them in the 

love of Peace Church. 

https://www.npr.org/2020/04/20/836950933/share-your-poems-of-hurting-and-healing
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We have no memory of our lives before our birth, and we have not yet heard the song of eternity, but for now 
we know God in the day to day grace which touches our lives. The God who holds each of our lives in this brief 
moment is also the Lord of all time. And the Lord who is at our beginning and at our end is also with us 
throughout our lives. God is with us in the moments of rest and still water and the moments of deep valleys, 
anguish and fear, even when we are encircled by our enemies. The Psalmist dared to declare that even then 
God prepares a table for me in the presence of my enemies. 

It helps to understand these words if we know that this line comes from the hospitality of desert people. 
Here's how it worked: "If I were being pursued by my enemies, and came to your camp, you would have to 
welcome me, and you would have to keep me for two nights and a day. The enemy would have to wait for me 
outside the circle cast by the firelight of your fire...An enemy would have to be patiently waiting. In the midst of 
waiting, perhaps anger and rage would turn to frustration. Perhaps frustration would change into tiredness. As 
the enemy waited outside the circle of firelight, there would be time for reflection and even a change of heart. 
And maybe the enemy would become a friend, and be welcomed to dinner." 

It is so important that we continue to set a table of hospitality in the presence of the Covid–19 enemy. You all 
have been so generous. In the last three weeks we have taken in over $13,000 for the Gabriel Fund. I have 
used that money to set tables of hospitality, tables of love. We have given $3,000 to AICHO so they can buy two
-week food boxes for the families living there; I have given $3000 to the NAACP so they can buy Super One gift 
cards for families they know are in need; I have given $3,000 to Spirit Valley YWCA for their daycare families 
and to help with a break in their water main; I have given money to Chum and gift cards to Deb Holman to share 
with folks she works with who are homeless. We have also been able to provide food cards to some of UMD’s 
international students who haven’t been able to go home;  I have given money to Safe Haven so that once a 
week they can have a special meal together; and I have been able to help many families and individuals of our 
congregation who have faced food shortages. The Gabriel Fund continues to be a way for us to set tables with 
our God, tables of love in the midst of the grief that is eating at all of us. Yes, the lurking enemy is kept at bay by 
love. Love that you all have shared in so many ways, through cards sent, masks made, phone calls to others. 

We are learning so much—not only about grief, but also about hope. You are invited to be part of Peace 
Church’s crowd-sourced poem, “What I Am Learning About Hope.” Pamela Mittlefehldt is collecting what people 
share and will create a poem for us to keep. It will be so important as we move forward together beyond our 
fears with the love of our Shepherding God. 

Peace friends ~ Pastor Kathy Nelson 

From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson, continued... 

What I Am Learning 
About Hope 

In this time of anxiety, fear, 
grief, and questioning, we are 
also people of hope. We are 
creating a community poem 
about hope, weaving together 
words, ideas, and images from 
the entire Peace community. A 
crowd-sourced poem. We would 
love to weave your reflections 
and words into the poem. 
Starting with the words “What I 
Am Learning About Hope…” we 
invite you to write down whatever 
comes to mind as you think 
about hope during these days. 
Write whatever emerges—don’t 
worry about writing a poem, or 
complete sentences, or lofty 
thoughts. Jot down whatever 
emerges. Pamela Mittlefehldt will 
weave your words into our 
collective poem. Please send 
your words to 
office@peaceucc.org. 

More Senior Blanket Photos 
Thanks to Jen Hudyma for making blankets for all our seniors. Nathan 

and Kathy delivered the blankets to their homes and Tim Carpenter took 
a porch photo of each of our grads and their families. There will be bios of 
all 15 of our grads, and more photos in the next Peace Bell. 

Grads are: Jack Kellner,  
Lencie Westrick, Brennen Larson, 
Elena Davidson, Gaby Johnson,  
Andy Junnila, Sydney Olson,  
Greta Hansen, Eli Beech-Brown,  
Anna Huber, Gaelen Mohn,  
Katrina Lindgren, Aiden Erickson,  
Katie Bergeron, and Coulter Holden. 

 

Wendy & Sydney Olson (above) 

Lee, Elena, & Robin Davidson 
(right) 
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Sundays in June 

Adult Forums 
There will be no Adult forums in June. Instead, please 

check out page 9 for Tuesday sessions to learn about 
Justice in the time of Covid, and Thursday podcasts and 
reflections on Climate Justice, hosted by Sarah Holst. 

Sunday, May 31: Pentecost Sunday 
Being the Church in this Time of Pandemic 
Dedicating Our Shared Ministry Forms 

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but 
all its many parts form one body, so it is with 
Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so 
as to form one body.     1 Corinthians 12: 12-13 

This Sunday we will dedicate our shared ministry 
forms! During this challenging time of pandemic, 
many of the usual ways we take part in the 
ministries of Peace are not relevant. But our gifts 
are still needed in so many ways. It is more 
important than ever to stay connected to one 
another and find ways to be the Church together. 
We will also bless two new banners created by 
Gail Blum. These rainbow banners celebrate all 
the beauty and wonder of Peace members, each 
distinct and necessary for the whole. 

Sunday, June 7: Graduation Sunday  
Followed by our Annual Meeting 

We will celebrate our high school graduates.  
Eli Beech-Brown, Anna Huber and Sydney Olson 
will each share some thoughts, Mia Kraker and 
Lencie Westrick will provide our special music, 
and we will celebrate all our graduates with a 
slideshow. Thanks to Jen Hudyma for making 
blankets for all our seniors. Nathan and Kathy 
delivered the blankets to their homes and Tim 
Carpenter took a porch photo of each of our grads 
and their families. 

Sunday, June 14: Remembering Elias Clayton, 
Elmer Jackson, and Isaac McGhie 

On the evening of June 15, 1920, three black 
men, wrongly accused of raping a white woman, 
were abducted from the Duluth city jail. A mob of 
between five and ten thousand people tortured 
these three young men, then hung them from a 
lamppost in the middle of Duluth's downtown. The 
commemoration of the 100

th
 anniversary of this 

lynching has been postponed due to Covid–19, 
but as a church we will pause to remember, 
confess, and consider what we can do now. Henry 
Banks will help to lead this worship service with 
Pastor Kathy which will include a showing of 
“Black People Are So Tired.”  This is a litany that 
Henry used recently at the march to remember 
Ahmaud Arbery on his birthday. 

Sunday, June 21: Father’s Day Celebration 

Scripture:  Genesis 21: 8–21 

Sermon “Father Abraham” by Pastor Kathy 

Sunday, June 28 

Scripture: Matthew 10: 40–42 

Sermon by Sarah Holst, who is our CPE student 
this Summer. She is focusing on Eco-Justice and 
will be working with our Creation Justice Team, 
Vacation Bible School, and Eco-Faith Work Camp, 
along with other activities.  

Virtual Sunday School Continues! 

9:30am (from the comfort of your home) 
Sunday school will continue through the summer! An 

email will be sent out to parents of Sunday School age 
children with details on how to access our virtual Sunday 
School lesson via Zoom. Please contact the church office 
to be added to the email list or if you have any questions.  

Join us for Sunday Services 
Our 10:30 service is livestreamed via our website 

(www.peaceucc.org). Please follow the link provided on 
the website to watch the service. Worship is led by 
Pastor Kathy, Jim Pospisil, Nathan Holst, and Sharon 
Dawson, with musicians Maddie Carpenter, Mark Hakes, 
and Frost Bowen-Bailey. Technology provided by Tim 
Carpenter, Doug and Sylvie Bowen-Bailey, and Alex 
Dean. Many thanks to all for allowing us to still go to 
church every Sunday, even if we are in our homes!  

Past services can also be accessed from our website. 

Special Music 
If you are interested in providing special music, 

please contact Jim at jim@peaceucc.org to schedule a 
recording session at church. We would then include the 
video for a church service at a later date  

Peace Church Virtual Coffee Hour Sunday 
at 11:30am 

We've had a great group of folks join us each week 
for our virtual coffee hour, and we hope that can include 
you as well. If you have any questions or want help, 
please contact Nathan at nathan@peaceucc.org. 

Coffee Hour Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/915325724 
or phone: 312 626 6799 (Meeting ID: 915 325 724) 

Lay Leaders 
If you would like to be a lay leader for our Sunday 

services, please let us know. We can arrange for you to 
be videotaped doing the readings. 

Confirmation 
This year's class of second year confirmands are 

waiting until we can return to some form of in-person 
worship before being confirmed, this likely means 
September. Both our confirmation classes continued to 
meet over Zoom through out the Spring and have now 
completed the class work for this year. 

mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
https://zoom.us/j/915325724
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Many thanks to all our volunteers! 

Opportunities for Education and Service/Groups, Gatherings  

Monday Women’s Book Group 
The Women’s Book Group is now connecting 

through daily e-mail reflections and Zoom gatherings 
are coming soon! If you would like to be included, 
please e-mail Penny Cragun: pcragun@d.umn.edu.  

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
Wednesday, June 24 at Noon 

We will look at Matthew 10: 20–42. Where have 
we found cups of grace in the midst of this pandemic?  
How have we been able to offer hope to others? Join 
us for this time of reflection, prayer and sharing.  

I look forward to seeing you! ~Pastor Kathy  

Men’s Breakfast 
The Men’s Breakfast is cancelled for June.  

Daytime Book Club  
for Men and Women 

Thursday, June 18 at 10am via Zoom 
If you would like to join this group meeting, please 
contact Alice Marks at amarks001@charter.net 

Choir 
Thursdays at 4:30pm via Zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/139032513. 
This link will work every Thursday. We will continue to 
meet throughout the summer. 

Making Meaning Out of Malignancy  

Monday, June 29 at 5 pm by Zoom 
A time for people who have or have had cancer and 
their caretakers to gather together to support one 
another. We’ll take a moment to check in, and Jerry 
Cleveland will have a reading for us to reflect on.  
All are welcome! 

Virtual Bible Study 

Wednesday Evenings at 5pm  
Join Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/492098005 

We read the Gospel lesson for the upcoming Sunday 
several times. Each time we read we are listening for 
the still, small voice of God that will speak to us. We 
learn so much from what is touching other people’s 
hearts as they hear the Gospel too. No prior biblical 
knowledge needed! We close with prayer. 

Centering Prayer 

Wednesdays at 5pm: Text 218.310.3908. 

Volunteer Reminder 
Though most of our volunteer ministries have been 
suspended during this time, providing Monday meals 
for Loaves and Fishes Dorothy Day House is still 
going strong, thanks to our faithful volunteers. Nearly 
all dates are open in July and August. If you are 
interested in joining this group to sign up to bring a 
meal, email janell@peaceucc.org or access the 
schedule on our website under the menu “for 
volunteers.” Here is the schedule for June: 

June 1:   Bri Waldoch 

June 8:   Stephanie Pearson 

June 15: Kay and Bob Stevens 

June 22: Deb Stricker and Sandy Moore 

June 29: Judy Derauf 

Guidelines during this time from Joel Kilgour:  
It’s helpful if meals come earlier (4:30-5pm) as we 
are now serving in shifts. Same numbers (12-15). 
Appreciate it if folks call/text in advance to the house 
(218-724-2054) or Joel’s cell (218-340-4356) and we 
can meet them at the door or their car or have a no 
contact drop off on the porch.  

Being the Church in this time of Pandemic 

We still need you!  Shared Ministry Form  

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all 
its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For 
we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one 
body…1 Corinthians 12: 12-13 

Yes even more than ever we are each a part of 
the body of Christ with unique gifts to share for the 
health of the whole body. During this challenging time 
of pandemic, many of the usual ways we take part in 
the ministries of Peace are not relevant. But our gifts 
are still needed in so many ways. It is more important 
than ever to stay connected to one another and find 
ways to be the Church together. 

We have created a simplified version of the 
Shared Ministry Form specific to this challenging 
time—once we are back together there will be many 
more opportunities! If you haven’t already submitted a 
form online, please go to our website, peaceucc.org, 
and fill one out. Our Shared Ministry forms will be 
dedicated at worship on May 31, but of course we are 
happy to receive any forms that come in later. If you 
do not access the internet, please call the office, 
724-3637, and we can mail a form to you. 

Rummage Sale News 
Our spring rummage sale was another casualty of 

the Covid quarantine. We are sad to say this, 
especially because you are at home doing projects, 
cleaning sorting and tossing (and we want your 
tosses)! If possible, start a collection site named 
"Peace rummage sale” and add liberally. We will do 
our best to have a sale when it's safe. Stay tuned! 

mailto:pcragun@d.umn.edu
https://zoom.us/j/139032513
mailto:janell@peaceucc.org.r
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Children’s Ministry  
“I listen to the wind, 
To the wind, to the wind of my soul. 
Where it takes me only God really knows.” 
Yusuf, Cat Stevens 

“What I have learned about hope” is that it can come in an instant with a 
sense of joy. My moments of hope often come when I’m visiting our Lady 
Lake with her wild rush of wind and waves. Yesterday, being particularly wild, 
the spray from waves shot up 30 feet over my head into the air. I happened to 
be at Stony Point just as a rainbow arched in that spray from earth high into 
sky. I was in just the right place at the right time. I felt uplifted even as I 
missed my daughter who I haven’t seen in person since this whole “covid 
thing” began. That moment offered me renewal and a sense of hope to move 
through the rest of the day and into the future. I felt blessed by the wind and 
the water and the sun.  

The wind was the topic of discussion in our last Sunday school lesson. We 
were making Pin Wheels during the lesson, and I had one ready to spin at the 
beginning of the lesson. It worked really well, spinning just the way it should. 
What makes a Pin Wheel spin? The kids answer “wind.” Where is the wind 
coming from? “Your breath.” Can we live without breathing? “No!” As we 
make and spin our Pin Wheels we see the outward expression of our breath. 
Even though we don’t see our breath with our eyes, we feel it; it is as real as 
the wind. We breathe in, we breathe out the same air that the animals 
breathe, the same air that moves the clouds through the sky bringing rain that 
in turn nourishes the plant kingdom. This is the same air that moves inside of 
us. We humans are joined by breath to all that is. This movement within that 
cannot be seen but felt is the Spirit of Creation, a gift from our Maker. It can 
be felt deeply in our moments of awareness and connection to the natural 
world. 

My hope for this Sunday school lesson is that it offers time for the 
youngest among us to be aware of, connect with and embody this amazing 
gift that moves as Spirit within. We hold our hands on our hearts and bellies, 
feeling the movement. If the kids get quiet and become still can they feel the 
magic of the Spirit within? I am hoping that throughout their lives they will be 
able to stand on a canyon’s edge, a mountaintop or the shores of our Lady 
Lake and be connected and renewed by the wind, to be carried by hope and 
joy into their future. Hoping that they too feel the powerful blessing of the wind 
and the water and the sun. That they too see the rainbow. 

“What I have learned about hope” is that it can be shared by the wind in an 
instant and uplift the soul. We humans carry the power of the wind as Spirit. 
Our hope can be shared with others as we move forward just like the wind. 
And so, in Sunday school we make Pin Wheels. 

John 20:21-22 “Peace I leave you,” then Jesus breathed on them and 
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 

~ Sharon Dawson, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Peace Kids Virtual Book Group 
Our Peace Church Read Aloud Story Time Face Book Group now has eight chapters of 
author Kate DiCamillo’s Because of Winn-Dixie read aloud for your family to enjoy. 
Parents, grandparents, and your kids are encouraged to read a favorite children’s book 
aloud, tell a story and share it on the page, or draw pictures of the story to post. There is a 
link to the private group on the Peace Church Face Book Page. Look for Peace Church 
Read Aloud Story Time. As Kids Club ends at the end of May, this will be a great 
way to keep the children engaged and connected with each other. Also, we are 
looking for pictures of your family pet or family members with pet to put to music on the 
Read Aloud Story Time Page! Send them to the office!!! And check out the private Read 
Aloud Story Group on Face Book for your children! 

Pin Wheel showing how 
breath as spirit is not seen but 
felt moving through us. 

Painting inspired by Sunday 
School.  The woman is God as 
Spider Woman from the Native 
American dream catcher legend. 

Ojo de Dios (Gods Eye) 
traditional Mexican weaving 
craft in Sunday School.  
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Youth 

Grief.  Anxiety.  Loss of control.  These 
were all words and phrases that came up in 
a recent conversation at a Peace Spiritual Journey Team meeting, describing some of the feelings we were 
having in our lives in this time.  As we named, we often go back and forth between feeling just fine (or dare we 
even say thriving), and feeling such loss.  It’s such a common experience in this time, and it seems important to 
be able to talk about it, to find the space of connection where we can name what’s really going on for us in our 
difficult moments, to express what’s happening as a part of our faith journeys.  It’s the space of beloved 
community, where we can be the body of Christ, to mourn when one of us mourns.  The Lenard Cohen quote 
above can sometimes feel to me like a neatly packaged poem—simply ring the bells and watch for the light.  
Simple, done.  But at least in my life it’s often quite the opposite.  Ringing the bells and recognizing the light 
when the cracks seem everywhere and overwhelming is anything but simple or easy.  Sometimes I’m falling 
apart or spinning and I just don’t have energy to see the positive, or I’m feeling the loss of what has been, and I 
just need to be sad for a moment.  And that’s where it hits me.  Maybe there’s something important in honoring 
our grief when it comes. Maybe that’s what “forget your perfect offering” is really about—letting ourselves be 
just as we need to be, flaws and all.  We allow ourselves to really feel whatever it is we’re feeling.  It doesn’t 
mean we don’t still engage our shadow sides and work toward transforming ourselves or our relationships 
toward love—God knows there’s plenty of space for each of us to work on loving ourselves and others, 
especially in our worst moments, and those seem plentiful in these stressful times.  But perhaps it’s more letting 
go of our drive to just push through whatever’s happening, to acknowledge the pain we feel and fully accept it 
as it comes—to allow it to speak as it needs to speak.  Last month, a song came to me through an invitation by 
a mentor of mine to honor the collective grief we’re feeling in this pandemic.  Here are the lyrics that flowed out: 

Like water breaking open we will sing our way through grief 

Feel the Spirit move on the inside 

Open up our hearts and let our deep pain speak 

They’ll be freedom in our souls tonight 

 I believe something transformational (or resurrectional—is that a word?) happens when we let grief flow 
through us, give it the space it needs.  Jesus knew that—he wept publicly, which was also a counter cultural 
thing to do, since that was the role of women in that time.  What wisdom do those ancestor women and Jesus 
have to teach us?  My invitation this month is to follow Jesus, to weep when you need to weep and let your 
deep pain speak.  If we do, perhaps there will be freedom in our souls that will give us strength in the 
uncertainty to come.   

~Nathan Holst, Faith Formation Minister 

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in” 

 ~Leonard Cohen 

June Youth Group 
Normally youth group takes a break during the summer, but 
given the circumstances with the pandemic, we’re planning to 
continue meeting on Wednesday nights at 6:00 to keep 
connected.  We’re looking ahead at the summer to see what’s 
possible in terms of gathering and maintaining physical 
distancing, so keep an eye out for events and ways to stay 
connected in the near future.   

Nathan’s Column 

Update on  
Ecofaith Youth Camp 

As we continue to get more 
information about the pandemic and 
what is and is not possible this 
summer for youth ministry programing, 
we continue to change and adapt our 
plans.  While we are still planning to 
hold some form of the Ecofatih Youth 
Camp the week of August 3

 
we are in 

the process of determining what 
adaptations we need to make.  Please 
stay tuned for next month’s update on 
what our plans will be for the camp.  
Contact Nathan at 
nathan@peaceucc.org with questions.  

Resilience: Online Youth Camp 2020  
(6th-12th grade) 

We are excited to share that the Minnesota UCC Conference is 
putting on an online youth camp this summer for grades 6-12, and 
you’re invited to join (and in this time of constant change, we love that 
we can say with certainty that this will not be canceled!).  It is more 
important than ever to stay connected, re-connect, and support each 
other as a community. This year's camp is about RESILIENCE. What 
is resilience? What does it look like? What if you feel un-resilient? 
(Hint: That's normal!)  The incredible Theatre of Public Policy (think 
improv meets comedy group) is putting together some great ways to 
keep us connected and building our resilience.  We’ll have a flyer and 
more information soon we can share about this opportunity, but if 
you’re already sold and want to sign up, here’s the registration link: 
https://www.uccmn.org/event/mn-conference-ucc-youth-camp/  
Contact Nathan at nathan@peaceucc.org with any questions.   

mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
https://www.uccmn.org/event/mn-conference-ucc-youth-camp/
mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
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     More info for Children and Youth                      Peace Church News 

Peace Prayer Chain 
Peace Church has a whole group of people 

who will pray for you, your friends & loved ones. 
Concerns, joys, illness, worries or 
congratulations—we are here for you!  

Call the church office at 218-724-3637, Bob & 
Kay Stevens at 218-724-4865, or Sharon Crosby 
at 218-624-5582. 

Staying Connected 
Since we’re not able to meet as a congregation 

in person right now, we want to make sure we keep 
in touch with each other as a church community. 
Please email or call the church office 
(office@peaceucc.org or 218-724-3637) if you 
would like us to set you up with a “Buddy” who will 
call you just to chat or help with errands, such as 
grocery shopping. We have many willing 
volunteers! 

Parenting Support Group 
We have a private Facebook group for our parents. 

This is a place for mutual support for all Peace parents--
you can post helpful parenting articles, ask for support, 
vent about what's hard, and find connection with others.  

Middle School Fenske  
Camping Trip: Cancelled 

After much difficult deliberation, we have decided to 
cancel our middle school trip to Fenske this summer, 
noting that safety is an important priority in this time and 
overnight trips are not possible for at least the next 
couple months.  We know our Fenske trip is a highlight 
for our youth every year, and while we won’t be able to 
camp this summer together, we will be looking for 
creative ways to stay connected and safe together, and 
are exploring a physical distancing kayak experience 
together on Monday, August 24 in the morning.  We 
hope to have more information soon.  On a final note, 
we are planning to hold our permit on Fenske Lake 
for Sunday, August 23-Tuesday, August 25, with the 
possibility of a few Peace families being able to use 
the site (distanced from each other) if camping is 
allowed at that time.  If you’re interested, please email 
nathan@peaceucc.org and we can be in touch.  

Story of Mission, Journey of Faith 
Tom and Monica Liddle recently returned from 

East Timor where they have served for several 
years as mission partners with the people in a small 
town in East Timor. We are happy to have them 
back in our midst as they return to Duluth to live.  

They recently gave a presentation for Peace 
Church about their time in East Timor, telling their 
stories of growth, change, and accompaniment, 
and how it relates to our life and mission as a 
congregation. Please go to our website, 
peaceucc.org, to access the link to this most 
interesting presentation. We look forward to the 
time we are back together as a congregation, when 
we can talk with Tom and Monica in person! 

They are grateful for the donations of furniture 
that they received. The only thing they might still be 
interested in is a loveseat. Call Tom if you have one 
to donate: 612-245-6802. 

Notes From Children’s Ministry about 
Vacation Bible School 

Of course we are all looking forward to getting 
together for VBS as usual, but in reality that is not likely at 
this time. Things are bit tenuous as we plan for the 
summer, and we are hopeful you will understand. 
Alternative plans are in the making!  

Our goal this summer is to stay connected and have 
programming that is fun for the kids and their parents. No 
more stress than needed. We have chosen the second 
week of August 10-14 to provide Vacation Bible School 
programming. A decision on what that programming looks 
like will be made at the beginning of July, and we will 
inform the parents.  

Programming will be based on safety and current 
information on the Covid–19 situation. If there is a group 
event, it will be a one-day, couple hour get-together 
outdoors at the church with safety measures in place; 
however, the probable scenario will be a group project 
outdoors at the Church where families can come one or 
two at a time and contribute. Perhaps a mural, or a “Box 
of Fun” will be given to take home with supplies that the 
kids can use for a couple of zoom meet-ups where we will 
connect as a group and work on a themed project.  

We hope that you all will work with us as we put safety 
considerations first and move in accordance with current 
information as plans for VBS develop. Please stay tuned 
in as we finalize plans and keep in mind they may change 
with the times! If you have questions please contact the 
office and we will do our best to answer them! 

Peace Church Website 
Until recently our website (www.peaceuccc.org) 

has been mostly used by folks wanting to learn 
more about Peace Church. During this time we 
hope it can be a useful tool for members and 
friends to access information about what is going 
on. It’s a great place to go when it’s time for 
Sunday service—just click on the worship button. 
Right on the home page you can access links to all 
the activities, including the zoom links (links for 
youth and children’s activities are sent from Sharon 
or Nathan). Remember, the building is closed, but 
the church activities are definitely up and running 
and we hope you all can find a way to connect! 
Please send feedback about our website to 
janell@peaceucc.org. 

mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
http://www.peaceuccc.org
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                 Climate Justice                       New Peace Trail 
Movement Generation Workshops 

Climate Justice in the Age of COVID 
 Sarah Holst and the Climate Justice team 

invite you to a series of online Movement 
Generation Workshops every other Tuesday night 
from 5-7pm. These workshops explore the 
ecological context for pandemics, draw from 
leaders from frontline communities, and discuss 
grounded, practical ways we can respond to social 
inequities in this time.  

On the Tuesdays in between, from 1-3 pm and 
again from 5-7 pm, Sarah will gather groups to 
debrief the conversation from the week before. 
Movement Generation Workshops will be held 
June 2, June 16, and June 30 from 5:00-7:00pm 
with debriefs on the alternate weeks, June 9,  
June 23, and July 7 from 5:00-7:00pm. Feel free 
to come to any or all! Register here: https://
movementgeneration.org/our-work/training-
analysis/coursecorrection/ and email or call Sarah 
Holst if you have questions, are curious, or need 
support registering: sarahaholst@gmail.com  or  
308-352-6690. 

Spiritual Care for a Time of Change 
Sarah Holst is completing a Climate Justice 

Clinical Pastoral Care Unit at Peace Church 
through August. If you would like to gather with  
her to tell your ecological story and explore your 
spiritual and emotional needs for living in a time  
of climate crisis, please reach out to her at 
sarahaholst@gmail.com or 308-352-6690. 

Climate Justice  
Podcasts and Reflection 

June 4 & June 18, 12:00 -1:15 pm  
"We are so quick to jump to the question, ‘What 
do I need to do to take care of this?’ We need to 
ask: Can we feel into the despair? Humanity does 
have to actually feel grief about the loss of 
species and the polluting of water and all of these 
things in order to then step to the strategies from 
a much more grounded and holistic place. It is 
important to feel the despair but it is really 
important to do that with community and on land 
that can hold us." - Michelle Mascarenhas-Swan  

Join us for two chances to listen to adrienne 
maree brown and Autumn Brown interview 
Movement Generation's Michelle Mascarenhas-
Swan about the moment we live in and what 
spiritual and practical tools it requires of us. Sarah 
Holst will hold this hard topic in prayerful reflection 
and relational courage as we continue to the 
conversation together. If you have questions 
please email or call Sarah: 
sarahaholst@gmail.com or 308-352-6690. 

COVID-19 Archive Project 
Are you interested in documenting your, your 

family's and/or your communities' experiences of the 
pandemic as part of the Northeastern Minnesota 
COVID–19 Community Archive Project? Find more 
information at https://libguides.d.umn.edu/covid-19 or 
by contacting Peace church member Aimee Brown at 
libarchives@d.umn.edu or 218-726-8526.  

Since returning to the Peace Church community 
two years ago, I've been looking to show my 
appreciation for the congregation's love and 
acceptance. When quarantining was in full effect, I 
found, as I frequently do, peace in nature. The 
eureka moment happened when I realized one could 
walk in a loop through the grounds at Peace Church. 
I wanted to complement and enhance anyone's 
access to the wonders of nature.  

The process began in the back of the church 
rather simply. Years of deadwood had fallen through 
trees and was left dangling from branches. By simply 
removing deadwood, a natural path began to reveal 
itself. Over hours and days, humble efforts turned 
into something of a vision. Place and shape took hold 
and a "Peace Trail" made itself known. While 
working, I would hold Micah 6:8 in my heart. I found 
joy and, yes, Peace in my time working the trail. The 
trail winds past the children's play area, opens to 
vistas of the hillside, and skirts the community 
garden. It's a complete adventure in just a few 
minutes! 

My hope and vision for the Peace Trail are to 
provide a place to center and reflect. I hope you'll 
take some time the next time you're on the grounds 
to check out the new landscape feature. 

Bud Trnka        Thank you, Bud! 

To find the Peace Trail, drive or walk to the lower 
parking lot and look to the right of the Chum 
vegetable garden. A path will be regularly mowed for 
the summer. Enjoy! 

Adapt the pace of Nature. Her secret is patience. 

   ~Ralph Waldo Emerson 

https://movementgeneration.org/our-work/training-analysis/coursecorrection/
https://movementgeneration.org/our-work/training-analysis/coursecorrection/
https://movementgeneration.org/our-work/training-analysis/coursecorrection/
mailto:sarahaholst@gmail.com
mailto:sarahaholst@gmail.com
mailto:sarahaholst@gmail.com
https://libguides.d.umn.edu/covid-19
mailto:libarchives@d.umn.edu
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Transforming People,  
Transforming US Policies  
20 Year Commemorative  
Delegation to Columbia 

Lyn Clark Pegg plans to lead a Witness for Peace 
delegation to Bogota, Colombia, on June 13-23, to 
strengthen solidarity with our partners and to learn 
how our continuing presence supports their efforts for 
a sustainable and peaceful future. Our solidarity 
matters! For more information, contact Lyn Clark 
Pegg (carolynpegg@yahoo.com, 218-348-3048) or 
see Facebook posting at Witness for Peace. 

Voices for Justice 
Danny and Matt Johnson-Schiff:  Care and Compassion in a Time of Pandemic  

Danny and Matt are both members 
of Peace Church and nurses at 
Essentia. They met while working at 
a nursing home in Superior many 
years ago. Danny got his RN 
degree first and has been a nurse 
now for 9 years.  He works on the 
Adult Mental Health Unit at Miller 
Dwan. He has a heart for working 
with this population. His 
compassion combined with his 
wonderful sense of humor help in 
his work of healing where it is so 
needed for people experiencing  
a mental health crisis.  

Matt has been a nurse for 3 years. Danny’s support and encouragement 
made all the difference in Matt believing that he could go from being an LPN to an RN with all the rigors of 
school. Matt especially loves working with older patients. He is currently assigned the Covid-19 unit at St. 
Mary’s. Again his care and compassion come through even in this time of pandemic. 

Their faith is a big part of why they are nurses. They look to the great commandment to love God and 
neighbor, all neighbors. They are grateful to have found a place of welcome at Peace Church. Danny said many 
years ago he was in the Twin Cities reading Lavender Magazine and saw an article about Pastor Kathy doing 
weddings for gay and lesbian couples, and wished there was a church like that in Duluth. It wasn’t until he got to 
the end of the article that he realized Peace Church was in Duluth.  Pastor Kathy officiated at Matt and Danny’s 
wedding this past Halloween, their favorite holiday.   

Interviewed by Kathy Nelson 

Matt and Danny find inspiration 
in this relevant quote from 
Florence Nightingale. 

A Message on Gun Violence 
June is gun violence awareness month. Since the COVID pandemic, there has been a surge in panic gun 
purchases along with a record number of background checks for purchases. Gun Violence Prevention 
organizations are very concerned about the increase in the number of guns in homes given the uncertainty and 
stress around job loss, staying at home, the economic and political insecurity and the fear of getting sick with the 
virus. Gun suicides account for 80% of gun deaths in Minnesota and many people live in homes with domestic 
abuse. Kids are home from school and looking for things to do. Guns are also stolen from homes and can be 
used in crimes and shootings. The emphasis on safe gun storage cannot be more important. If you own a gun, 
please store it unloaded, apart from ammunition. A very informative website about the importance of safe store 
is endfamilyfire.org. Please check it out and share it with others. While working to slow and stop the spread of 
the coronavirus, we can also slow the spread of gun violence by using common sense. Thank you.   

Acting for Justice 

mailto:carolynpegg@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/WFPSolidarityCollective/posts/10158102509742422
http://endfamilyfire.org
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Steps for Justice 
“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with God.”     Micah 6:8 

How do we move forward in times of uncertainty and fear? 

How do we make a difference in this world? 

How do we become instruments of peace and justice? 

Pete Seeger offered one way: “Inch by inch, row by row….” 

Each month in the Peace Bell, the Acting for Justice Hub** offers specific suggestions for 
action—ways to claim our voices, to make a difference, to do justice. 

                           Inch by inch, step by step, voice by voice. 

••Support ICE detainees, who are being uniquely affected by this pandemic. 

Currently ICE has 32,000 detainees, most of them with civil, not criminal offenses.  Detention centers and jails 
are places where Covid-19 can spread rapidly.  Add your voice to those calling for the release of ICE detainees 
who are awaiting court procedures and are not a threat to the community.  Many detainees have homes or 
families to whom they could be released.  Here are specific steps you could take: 

Write a letter to Acting Director Matthew Albence, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 500 12
th
 Street 

SW, Washington, D.C. 20536. Tell him of your concern, not only for detainees, but also for staff at these 
facilities. 

Write letters to any or all of the sheriffs of the five Minnesota counties where county jails house ICE 
detainees:  Carver, Freeborn, Kandiyohi, Nobles and Sherbourne Counties.  Use county websites for names 
and addresses to which letters can be sent.  Express your concern for both detainees and staff. 

Become a pen pal to someone in detention through Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services:  https://
www.lirs.org/pen-pal-form/ .  With a decrease in visitations due to Covid-19, letters and cards are especially 
appreciated.  This can be a good project for a family with children who can make cards to send. 

This is more than a “small” step, but it is worth considering:  The Advocates for Human Rights in the Twin Cities 
is looking for places where released detainees can self-quarantine for two weeks following release.  If you have 
the ability to help with this project, contact Hanne Sandison <hsandison@advrights.org. 

••Make hope visible by caring for our planet. We are born with a “God gene” which gives us the power to 
serve, to sacrifice,  and to share.  Most of us are driven by hope more than fear.  Hope is a non-polluting energy 
that drives our communities and our cultures. 

•Pick up trash in parks, in your neighborhood, along Lake Superior. 

•Start composting (instructions at WLSSD). 

•Garden with Peace Gardeners, with safe physical distancing. 

•Don't define yourself as a "consumer."  You're more than that! 

 
••Wear orange for gun violence prevention. 

June 6
th
 is Wear Orange Day.  Please wear orange to show your support for preventing gun violence.  Protect 

Minnesota will have a Facebook photo frame on its Facebook page that you can use for your own page (like the 
page).  And please post photos of yourself wearing orange. 

••Watch the Duluth NAACP webinar on Covid-19. 

View the Duluth NAACP’s medical webinar “Disinfecting Misinformation”: https://www.facebook.com/pg/
NAACPatUMD/videos/?ref=page_inte 
 
                                                                                  Be strong. 
                                                                                  Be kind. 
                                                                                  Know you are loved. 

**The Acting for Justice Hub includes six teams: Beyond Violence, Climate Justice, Dismantling Racism, 
Global Ministries, Migrant Justice, Open and Affirming. The Hub meets the second Sunday of each month at 
11:30am. For more information on further ways to be involved, contact the Peace office. 
If you have suggestions for this monthly column, please contact Pamela Mittlefehldt pjmarch4@aol.com. 

https://www.lirs.org/pen-pal-form/
https://www.lirs.org/pen-pal-form/
mailto:hsandison@advrights.org
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Coordinating Council meets 
Tuesday, June 16 at 7pm via Zoom 

 

 The PEACE BELL 
is a monthly publication of  

Peace United Church of Christ 
Duluth, Minnesota 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
Elise Courtright, Janell Kohls, 

Nancy Nelson,  
Photographer: John Ameel 

ARTICLES DUE 
the third Monday of each month 

Monday June 15 
Send to office@peaceucc.org 

Summer season is here!!   (Well, it is if you don’t live too close to the lake.) The church cycle is renewing, as 
is nature and our climate.   Even though we continue to be distanced, we now have fresh air, and outdoor family 
and friend gatherings can again be held with safety parameters.    

The council is finishing its church year by gathering the annual reports, preparing for the annual meeting and 
being grateful for past and new council members.  We will be with you through Zoom on Sunday June 7.  
Details will be sent for a short meeting beginning around 11:40am that day.  Bring your own coffee and treats 
and we will be together in spirit as we Zoom meet.      

We now accept that we are in a time of change due to the virus.  We are the same but different.  While the 
building must be closed, we continue to enjoy real-time worship.  We just have a closer view….like sitting in the 
very front row.  We are making plans for future gradual reopening for small groups, and you will be updated. We 
don’t often name Dan Shepard and Tim Peters, but we can’t function without their work.  Dan has worked 
diligently to keep the church fresh and deep cleaned.  When small groups come back, Tim will be doing 
scheduling, monitoring, and sanitizing.  They are pivotal in reopening in stages. 

We thank four council members who have spent many hours and days sharing their talent, ideas and 
stability.  Kirby Wood completes 8 years of treasurer responsibility.  Kirby...thank you for your calm reasoned 
approach and ability to work so well with staff. Gary Boelhower completes the 3-year moderator cycle.  Thank 
you, Gary for your inspiration in all activities…your spiritual leadership has been very appreciated.  Patty Beech 
Dziuk completes 4 years of Council at Large. Thank you, Patty for keeping us so well organized and never 
forgetting the important concepts that ground us.  Andy Fena completes 4 years of Council at Large. Thank you, 
Andy for your broad insight and sharing with us your passion for justice and your mission to East Timor.   

Collectively we are strong and spiritually committed to one another and justice works.  Individually, we see 
church heroes daily.  So many of you have brought support to members and organizations in need.  And those 
in need give back through the most beautiful thoughts and bonding.  Many relationships are deeper than ever as 
we all are needy in our own way and we also give to others what we can. 

Our excellent search committee is in the midst of taking applications for our Intentional Interim Pastor 
beginning early next year.  Thank you to Leanne Ventrella and Dick Goese for heading the thoughtful talented 
group.  We would expect by late summer/early autumn to have a learned spiritual leader for the near future.     

We continue to be uplifted by Pastor Kathy, who has only magnified her spiritual leadership in these difficult 
times.  Nathan, Janell, Nancy, Jim, Sharon, Toni, Elise, the committees, and the council make up the framework 
that allows us to thrive.  Thank you to all. 

This is my last moderator’s report, as my term has been completed.  I couldn’t have imagined what the year 
would bring.  I am grateful for the opportunity to work with you all to plan and support Peace.  It is a joy to be 
with all of you and that will continue.           

Sincerely, 
Sue Isernhagen, Moderator 

Please Note! 
➢Watch for emails from committee and team 
leaders for updates on how meetings will be 
handled— whether it is a virtual meeting or 
rescheduled for a new time. Thank You! 

➢Let us know if you are having any trouble 
accessing our online Sunday morning 
worship, coffee or Sunday School, or any of 
our virtual meetings or gatherings.  

Moderator’s Report/Church News 

Huge Thank You to  
Toni Kasell, our Bookkeeper 

Toni has been the Peace Church 
bookkeeper for the past 9 years. She will 
be retiring at the end of June. We are so 
grateful for her attention to detail, 
keeping track of so many ledgers and 
columns of numbers, and for her gentle 
and gracious spirit. She will be truly 
missed. We hope to have a gathering of 
some kind to give thanks for her time 
with us. Watch for details!   
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CHUM 
CHUM is “People of faith working together to provide basic necessities, 
foster stable lives, and organize for a just and compassionate 
community.” 

Peace Church Meals for the  
CHUM Drop In Center  

(located at 125 North 1st Ave West) 

Please Note! Chum breakfasts and 
dinners will continue, but all food will be 
prepared at Peace Church, dropped off at 

Chum, and served by the Chum staff.  

Wednesday Breakfast:  June 3 & 17 

Donations of the following are always 
appreciated 

and can be dropped off at Peace Church: 
Granola bars, peanut butter, jelly.  

Thursday Dinner is on: June 18 

Donations of food for the dinner are always 
welcome! Let us know if you’d like to be on the 

email list to provide food and/or help cook.  
Contact the church office at 218-724-3637 or 

office@peaceucc.org. 

Donations Needed! 

With the increased need for services during the 
pandemic, and the cancelling of the huge Rhubarb 
Festival fundraiser, please consider monetary donations 
to Chum! A check can be sent to Peace Church with 
Chum in the memo, or send it directly to Chum at 102 W 
2nd St, Duluth MN 55802. 

Also the Chum Food Shelf would like to raise $15,000 
by the end of June to purchase a pick-up truck to handle 
the extra need for picking up food, so donations specific 
to the Food Shelf Truck Drive would be much 
appreciated. 

The Chum Food Shelf is always in need of non-
perishable food items but the need may be greater during 
these next few months. Please consider donating as 
much as you can. Cash donations are also welcome. 

Some ideas are, but not limited to: Canned vegetables 
and fruit; Rice, pasta and cereals; Peanut butter, canned 
meats and beans; Powdered milk and bottled juice; 
Spaghetti sauce and soups; Crackers and granola bars. 

The Steve O’Neil Apartments has a need for 
dressers, couches, chairs, dining sets, and pots and pans 
for new residents. Call 218-720-6521 to arrange drop-off. 

Gardening for CHUM 
A few of our church youth along with 
members of the Peace Chum 
vegetable garden worked together to 
clean up the garden beds and mix in 
new compost. Top left photo is Kai 
Hoffman, JJ Erickson and Ellie 
Westrum. Top right photo is Elise and 
Caleb Courtright, and bottom left 
photo is Mary Adams along with Kai 
Hoffman and JJ Erickson. 
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We thought it would be fun to take a look back at some photos from the past. Let the memories of these 

times shared together as a church bring you joy and peace as we navigate these tough times. Enjoy!  

A Look Back... 

Frost Bowen-Bailey,  
Miles Rohrbaugh, 
and Popo Perrault 

Above: Women’s 
Brown Bag Study 
Group, 2005 
Front row: Trudy 
Schwerdt, Peggy 
Maske, Helva 
Paschke 
Back Row: Mary 
Martin, Elaine 
Augustad, Joan 
Severson, Cheryl 
Walsh 

Blessing of the Animals, 2016 

Love in Action – Human Heart, 2011 

Ground-
breaking  
for the  
new narthex 
and office 
remodel in 
2008, with the 
oldest (right) 
and youngest 
(below right) 

Beginning construction on  
the new narthex, 2008 

The Duds in 2009  

Long-time members Bill 
Kehtel, Helva Paschke, 
and Trudy Schwerdt 
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Peace People  

Thank You! 

➢ Thank you to those who provided special music for the month of May. Steve Horner, Jane Aas, Mark 
Hakes, Maddie Carpenter, Frost Bowen-Bailey, Frank "Buzz" Munns, and Melanie Sever. 

➢ Thank you to all who have contributed to our Gabriel Fund! 

➢ Thanks to our members who have run errands and purchased groceries for others. We have lots of 
wonderful volunteers, so don’t hesitate to call if you need help in any way.  

➢ Huge shout out to our technical team—Doug Bowen-Bailey, Tim Carpenter, Alex Dean and  
Sylvie Bowen-Bailey (camera person). We could not do this without them!  

➢ Thank You to Pamela Mittlefehldt for coordinating a card writing ministry during this difficult time.  

➢ Thanks to all the card sending volunteers for helping us stay connected and cared for. 

➢ Thanks to Tim Peters and Dan Shepard for working so hard to keep our building clean and sanitized for 
staff, the daycare and other essential uses. 

➢ To Diana Oestreich for her powerful sermon on May 10. There is still time to make donations to Pre-emptive 
Love working with refugees in Syria who are so impacted by Covid-19. 

➢ A huge thank you from Life House for our generous contribution to their work with young people.  

➢ Chum thanks us for our monetary donation so they can continue to provide services to people in need. 

➢ Safe Haven thanks us for our recent donation of $500 for food for their staff and families. 

➢ Damiano thanks us for our generous donation so they can continue to provide meals and other essential 
needs to others. 

➢ Thank you to Carrie Plamann and Rolf Hagberg, Mary Adams, Elise Courtright, Kai Hoffman, JJ Erickson 
and Ellie Westrum for delivering and mixing compost into our Chum vegetable garden beds.  

In Sympathy 
➢ Sympathy to Mark Poirier and family, on the death of his mother, Patricia Poirier. 

➢ Cizzarie Schomberg and family on the death of her mother. 

➢ To the family of Dan Shepherd, our custodian, on the death of Dan’s mother.  

Keep in Your Prayers 

➢ Jan Eschbach, recovering from a severe electrical burn. Jan is now home. 

➢ Sarah Jessico, who continues to be in the care facility in Baxter. Cards can be sent to her address:  
CBHH, 14241 Grand Oaks Drive, Baxter MN 56425. 

➢ Those in our congregation undergoing treatment for cancer. 

➢ Our teachers and students all learning in new ways. 

➢ To our many folks who work in essential services—mail carriers, grocery workers, truckers and others. 

➢ To our local leaders who are members of Peace—Mayor Emily Larson, City Councilor Gary Anderson,  
St. Louis County Public Health Director Amy Westbrook, St. Louis County Commissioner Patrick Boyle, 
and State Representative Liz Olson. Holding you all in our prayers.  

➢ All our members living in long-term care facilities: Amanda Cran, Joyce Riggle at Franciscan Health Center, 
Steve Coll at St. Anne’s, Tom Sharkey at Diamond Willow in Cloquet, Bill Kehtel at Diamond Willow in 
Lakeside, Mike Nugent at Veterans Home in Silver Bay, and Sharon Kirtley at Viewcrest. And we give 
thanks for all those who work in long term care—Bob Stevens, Ginny Cran, Matt Morris, Molly Watson, 
Cyndy Klinksiek and others.  

➢ Charley House who is recovering at home. 

➢ To all our members who work in health care—well over 60 of you—thank you! 

➢ Sylvie Deters who is recovering from a second degree burn on her hand. 

➢ Pat Devlin who is healing from an infection in his foot. 

Congratulations 
➢ To Jan Murphy who was approved for ordination in the United Church of Christ at her Ecclesiastical Council 

on May 26. Jan is a chaplain at St. Mary’s Hospital. 
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PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF 
Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Minister:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Sharon Dawson 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation:  
Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, Rev. John Szarke and 
Rev. Sara Olson Dean 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Monday-Thursday: 9am-3pm, Friday: 9am-noon 

PHONE:  218-724-3637 Web: peaceucc.org Facebook: peace.church.duluth  
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Kathy: knelson@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org  

Jim: jim@peaceucc.org       Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org    Sharon: Sharon@peaceucc.org 
        Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org         Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 

Tim Peters: tpnc53@gmail.com 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Service online at 10:30am 

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events,  
please send an email request to the church office: office@peaceucc.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters 

Newsletter Editor: Elise Courtright 


