
  

 

MAY 2020 

"Behind the Scenes  
on Sunday Morning" 

We are all very grateful for the seamless 
transition from our worship in the sanctuary 
to our worship in our living rooms. We are 
fortunate to have member volunteers with the 
technical knowledge needed to make this 
happen, and the willingness to spend their 
time and energy for our benefit.  

There are countless hours spent behind 
the scenes by several people. Many, many 
thanks to Tim Carpenter, Doug and Sylvie 
Bowen-Bailey, and Alex Dean for their 
expertise and hard work! Thanks also to our 
"minimalist choir", Maddie Carpenter, Frost 
Bowen-Bailey, and Mark Hakes—it is so nice 
to sing along with you from our couches and 
recliners. We are grateful to Jim Pospisil for 
coordinating the music for our services, and 
thank the many musicians who sing and play 
for us on video. Thank you to our ASL 
signers, Doug Bowen-Bailey, Karen Sheldon, 
and Maggie Fink, and to Nancy Nelson in the 
office for preparing the text slides. And 
endless gratitude to Pastor Kathy, not only 
for the meaningful worship services, but for 
caring for us all during this difficult time. 

Story of Mission, Journey of Faith: 

Seven years with the people of  
Lospalos, East Timor 

Thursday, May 7 at 7:00pm 
Peace Church has supported us, the Liddle 

family, for seven years in our journey of mission with 
the people of a small town in East Timor. We invite 
you to join us on May 7th at 7:00pm for a 
presentation and discussion. What is meant by 
Christian “mission" in our time? What is mission 
“partnership” about? How is our own transformation 
as people and disciples of Jesus related to our 
engagement in mission? We’ll discuss some of this, 
share some stories about Timor and ponder how it all 
relates to our life and mission as a congregation in 

Duluth, Minnesota.  

The link for this Zoom Meeting: 
https://zoom.us/j/95511198210 

Lyz Jaakola Family Concert  

Live on Facebook  
Sunday, May 3 at 4:30pm 

Come enjoy a Peace Church 
sponsored afternoon of “live” 
music—that’s right, Lyz Jaakola 
and her family will be sharing a 

virtual concert and you’re invited! If you haven’t 
heard Lyz and her family yet, you won’t want to miss 
this opportunity to share uplifting, fun, and engaging 
music. Not on Facebook? Not to worry—you can still 
click the link provided to watch the concert and 
enjoy. Simply wait until the starting time—4:30pm on 
May 3, then click this link:  
https://www.facebook.com/lyz.jaakola 

Also watch for the link in our weekly emails, as 
well as on the Peace Facebook page right before the 
start of the concert. If you have any questions, 
contact Nathan at nathan@peaceucc.org.  
See you there! 

https://zoom.us/j/95511198210
https://www.facebook.com/lyz.jaakola
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From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 

Make me an angel that flies from Montgomery 
Make me a poster of an old rodeo 

Just give me one thing that I can hold on to 
To believe in this living is just a hard way to go 

These words from John Prine keep rolling around my head these days. So hard to believe he and so many 
others have died from Covid-19. His song “Angel From Montgomery” seemed just about right this Easter...“to 
believe in this living is just a hard way to go.”  

It was a hard way to go that first Easter, too. “It is finished.” That’s what Jesus said as he hung from the 
cross. It was such a hard way to go. And yet Mary Magdalene must go back to the tomb, go and finish the work 
of anointing Jesus’ tortured body. She has work to do, she has wounds to tend and in tending them perhaps 
she is also tending her own. And so she goes, early in the morning while it is still dark. The Easter story begins 
in the dark. All resurrection stories begin in the dark—the night time of our hearts. We join with others around 
the world in a time of deep grief, mourning and sadness. And at times our fears and our sadness stalk us at 
night. We, with Mary, have risen from sleepless nights and wandered in the dark. 

Mary goes to the tomb early, while it is still dark, her hope extinguished. She is drawn to that empty place, 
drawn enough to stoop and look in. She sees two angels where Jesus’ body had lain. They ask only, “Why are 
you weeping?” They utter no other words. Why? Don’t we all ask that at times? Why? Why now? Why them? 

Mary then senses someone behind her. In the changing light of dawn she turns and blurts out, "Sir, if you 
have taken him away, tell me where you have laid him." She does not recognize Jesus; she was not expecting 
to see the risen Christ. In the midst of her grief, she sees only a gardener. Jesus says to her, “Mary” and an 
awakening happens within her—her spirit turns from sorrow and she answers, “Rabboni.” Hope comes in a 
name spoken, Mary. Mary rises to a new hope in the early morning sounding of her name. Hope comes on a 
whisper. It is a fleeting encounter, a pause in her life that allows her to carry on. While it is still dark hope comes 
to her and  allows her to move forward. And all this happens in a garden, like the first Garden of Eden—life is 
created where there was no life. In the garden grows hope and love, and it is enough love to go on.  

In fact Jesus tells her to go on. He says, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the 
Father.” Essentially—“don’t touch.” It seems there was physical distancing even back then. Don’t hold on to me. 
As Barbara Brown Taylor, an Episcopalian priest, wrote, “It was a peculiar thing for him to say since there is no 
evidence she was holding on to him in any way. Unless it was the way she called him, my teacher—the old 
name she used to call him. Maybe he could hear it in her voice, how she wanted to go back to the old way they 
were, back to the old life where everything was familiar and not frightening like now. ‘Rabbouni’ she called him, 
but that was his Friday name, and here it was Sunday, an entirely new day in an entirely new life.” 

Jesus was not on his way to the past. He was on his way forward with God and he was taking us all with 
him, which may be why all the Gospel accounts of the resurrection tell us not to be afraid. New life, new ways of 
living are frightening.  

We cannot hold on to our pasts. With this pandemic everything has changed. We will never be the same. 
And we shouldn’t be. As Dr. William Barber has said “This virus is teaching us that from now on living wages, 
guaranteed health care for all, unemployment, and labor rights are not far left issues, they are issues of right 
and wrong, life and death.” Yes we move into the future a changed people—the pandemic has exposed the 
deep racial divide of this nation as so many more African American people suffer and die due to lack of access 
and poor health. 

We absolutely must change. We must lean into the change and trust that God is leading us. As Gary 
Boelhower wrote in his powerful Easter poem “Beyond Grief and Death,” “But, like Mary, we lean into the tomb 
and look closely. There amidst the emptiness we see angels. Daily miracles of courage and compassion…”  

Jesus had said it is finished. He was. But God wasn’t. God is never finished with us, not in this life and 
certainly not in death. There is more, so much more. There are angels, not just in Montgomery but everywhere. 
In those working in hospitals and nursing homes and test centers, in faithful grocery baggers and mail carriers 
and truckers, in those who pack lunches. 

There are angels, as Gary Boelhower wrote, “And when we listen closely we hear the holy one speaking our 
name with comfort and challenge: you are loved beyond grief, even beyond death. You are called to be light, 
bright shining light in the darkness.” 

May it be so, for Christ is Risen, He is Risen indeed! That is the one thing we can hold on to. 

Peace friends ~ Pastor Kathy Nelson 
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Sundays in May 

Adult Forums 
Sundays, May 10 & 17, 4:30pm on Zoom 
We will host two adult forums featuring Mary 

Adams and her work with Braver Angels. On May 10 
we will watch a documentary that introduces the 
unifying work of Braver Angels. On May 17 we will 
have a follow-up discussion about the documentary 
and what it means for us at Peace Church. 
Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/98245644675 

Sunday, May 3  

Scripture: Psalm 23 and John 10: 1-10 

Sermon:  “Hearing God’s Voice”  

Special Music by Ian Connell 

Sunday, May 10 – Mother’s Day 

Scripture: Acts 7: 55-60 and John 14: 1-14 

Sermon: “Enduring Witnesses” with a special 
message from Diana Oestreich of Preemptive  
Love Coalition. As a former Iraq war Army Combat 
Medic and a sexual assault nurse examiner, Diana 
has committed her life to staring pain in the face 
and choosing to love anyway. She is the author of 
the book Waging Peace. 

Special Music by Leon, Miles, & Maari Rohrbaugh 
and Dave Winchester & Paul Winchester  

Sunday, May 17 

Scripture: Acts 17: 22-31 and John 14: 15-21 

Sermon  “Witness of Love” 

Special Music by Jennifer Boyle and Wendy 
Durrwachter 

Sunday, May 24  

Scripture: Acts 1: 6-14 and John 17: 1-11 

Sermon:  “Spirit of Witness” 

Special music by Frank Munns 

Sunday, May 31 – Pentecost 

Scripture: Acts 2: 1-21 

This is Tentatively Confirmation Sunday. We will 
keep you posted as we wait to learn whether we will 
be able to gather together or will need to reschedule. 

Special Music by Lencie Westrick and Mia Kraker 

Virtual Sunday School 

9:30am (from the comfort of your home) 
An email will be sent out to parents of Sunday 

School age children with details on how to access 
our virtual Sunday School lesson via Zoom. Please 
contact the church office to be added to the email 
list or if you have any questions.  

Important Note About Sunday Services 
Until further notice, all 8:30 services are cancelled. Our 10:30 service is livestreamed via our website. Please 

follow the link provided on the website to watch the livestream of this service. Church services will be led by 
Pastor Kathy, Jim Pospisil, and Sharon Dawson. If anything changes regarding these services we will contact 
the congregation through email.  

Our website link is: https://www.peaceucc.org/ 

Link for Sunday Livestream 
You can access the link through the Peace Church 
home page: https://www.peaceucc.org/ 

Archive of Livestreams 
Previous services, including those that were 
livestreamed, can be accessed at: 
https://www.peaceucc.org/worship-archives/  

Check out this page if you missed a Sunday or want 
to go back and watch something again. 

Special Music 
Are you interested in providing special music for a 

Peace worship service? We are looking for people to 
submit a video of themselves singing or playing music 
suitable for a church service. Please contact Jim 
Pospisil (jim@peaceucc.org) for details if you are 
willing to provide special music to be used during one 
of our live stream worship services. 

Peace Church Virtual Coffee Hour 
Sunday at 11:30am 

Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/915325724 

Zoom phone number: 312 626 6799 

Meeting ID: 915 325 724 

Here’s what Zoom Coffee Hour looks like! Join us!! 

https://zoom.us/j/98245644675
https://www.peaceucc.org/
https://www.peaceucc.org/
https://www.peaceucc.org/worship-archives/
mailto:jim@peaceucc.org
https://zoom.us/j/915325724


4 

 

Opportunities for Education and Service/Groups, Gatherings  

Monday Women’s Book Group 
The Women’s Book Group is now connecting 

through daily e-mail reflections. Zoom gatherings are 
coming soon! If you would like to be included, please 
e-mail Penny Cragun: pcragun@d.umn.edu.  

PALS (Peace Adults Learning & Socializing) 
May:   This event is cancelled 

June:  Tailgating and Huskies baseball game 

July:    Picnic and planning session  

*June and July events are tentative at this time. 

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
May 27 at Noon via Zoom 

Pentecost: Celebrating the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
When have your felt the presence of the sacred 
prompting you or maybe silencing you with a moment 
of awe? Join Pastor Kathy online as we talk about the 
Holy Spirit. Zoom link will be in our weekly email.  

Daytime Book Club for Men and Women 

Thursday, May 21 at 10am via Zoom 
The group will be discussing Cider House Rules and 
any other books the group has been reading. If you 
would like to join this group meeting, please contact 
Alice Marks at amarks001@charter.net 

Peace Prayer Chain 
Peace Church has a whole group of people who 

will pray for you, your friends & loved ones. 
Concerns, joys, illness, worries or congratulations—
we are here for you!  

Call the church office (724-3637), Bob & Kay 
Stevens at 724-4865, or Sharon Crosby at 624-5582. 

Staying Connected 

Since we’re not able to meet as a congregation in 
person right now, we want to make sure we stay in 
touch with each other. Please contact the office if 
you need help with errands such as grocery 
shopping or if you would like us to set you up with  
a “Buddy” who will call you just to chat. We have 
many willing volunteers who want to help out!  
Email: office@peaceucc.org or call: 218-724-3637 

Sunday Special 
A note from Amy Sullivan: We are all grieving as 

we try to keep ourselves and our loved ones healthy. 
All of us have had to alter the way we live our lives, at 
home, at work, at school. How do we make sense of 
such an unprecedented ordeal in our world? Give 
yourself the time to adjust, to grieve, to be scared. 
Feel what you need to feel—it's ok. Be gentle with 
yourself and with others. And may you feel loved, 
connected, and (at times) peace. May you build a new 
life for yourselves and your loved ones. And may that 
new life be even better than what you have lost. 

“Loving Kindness Meditation” Podcast 
This podcast is available on our website. From Gary Boelhower: I wrote this "Loving Kindness Meditation in 

a Time of Pandemic" to help us grieve and pray and hold each other in love and kindness during this difficult 
time. The meditation is about 17 minutes long. Feel free to use it however works best for you. The meditation is 
part of “Peace in a Pod,” a podcast series spearheaded by Doug Bowen-Bailey that is under development. You 
can access the meditation at https://www.peaceucc.org/podcast/loving-kindness-meditation/ The podcast is 
available on Stitcher, Apple Podcasts and Google Play Music. Peace, Friends. Gary Boelhower.  

Men’s Mini-Retreat on Zoom 

Thursday, May 14, 6:00–8:00pm 
For anyone missing the fellowship of our usual 

Men’s Retreat gathering, we’re creating a way to stay 
connected in this online/physical distancing time. On 
Thursday, May 14, from 6pm to 8pm, we’ll gather via 
Zoom. Bring your own dinner if you like, and we’ll 
share some reflections and stay connected. Look for 
another announcement and a Zoom link coming soon 
in the church weekly email. For more information, 
contact Nathan at nathan@peaceucc.org. 

“What is my purpose now?”  

A lunchtime Zoom series on  
calling and purpose in a time of pandemic 

Thursdays May 7, 14, 21, & 28  
from 12:00 to-1:00pm 

In this time of pandemic, have you been struggling 
with your own sense of purpose? Have you been 
recently laid off and wondering what to do now? Or 
simply feeling like it’s difficult to stay connected to 
yourself and others in this time? Come and join us for 
this 4-week series on calling and purpose, Thursdays 
at noon via Zoom. Using poetry and reflections, 
Nathan Holst will create a space for you to bring 
whatever you are wrestling with in this time, and 
participants will be invited to reflect, journal, and 
share with each other in supportive ways. Come to all 
or any one of the sessions—all are welcome. If you 
have questions or would like to rsvp (optional), please 
contact Nathan at nathan@peaceucc.org. 

mailto:pcragun@d.umn.edu
https://www.peaceucc.org/podcast/loving-kindness-meditation/
mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
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First Year Confirmation 
The First Year Confirmation Virtual Class meets 

on the first and third Wednesdays of each month 
from 7–8:15pm. Links will be emailed to you the 
Monday of your scheduled class. 

Wednesday, May 6: Mark 11 and 12  

Wednesday, May 20: Mark 14-16  

Wednesday & Thursday Activities/CHUM 

Virtual Wednesday Evening  
Bible Study 

5pm (from the comfort of your home!) 
Join Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/492098005 

Meeting ID: 492 098 005 

We read the Gospel lesson for the upcoming 
Sunday several times. Each time we read, we are 
listening for the still, small voice of God that will 
speak to us. We learn so much from what is touching 
other people’s hearts as they hear the Gospel.  
We close with prayer. All are welcome to join us.  
No prior biblical knowledge needed!  

Second Year Confirmation 
The Second Year Confirmation Virtual Class 

meets on the second and fourth Wednesdays of 
each month from 7–8:15pm. Links will be emailed to 
you the Monday of your scheduled class. 

Wednesday, May 13: A Look Back/A Look Ahead: 
What have we learned? Where are we headed?    
We will schedule a retreat and confirmation 
celebration when the Stay at Home Restrictions lift. 
Stay Tuned!     

Kids’ Club 
Kids’ Club is on ZOOM every 

Wednesday from 3pm to 4pm. Each 
week we will check in, have some fun 
things to do, and give the kids the 
opportunity to just hang out and be 
goofy, connecting with familiar friends and faces, 
creating continuity in this time of change. We'll email 
the Zoom link to each family every week. Please call 
or email the office if you'd like to get the email. 

CHUM is “People of faith working together to 
provide basic necessities, foster stable lives, and 
organize for a just and compassionate 
community.” 

Donations Needed! 
Residents of the Steve O’Neil Apartments are in need 
of the following: diapers (sizes 4, 5, 6), pull-ups, baby 
wipes and baby Tylenol. To donate, please contact 
Amy at aswensen@chumduluth.org or 218-940-2093. 

Peace Church Meals for the  
CHUM Drop In Center  

(located at 125 North 1st Ave West) 

Please Note! Chum breakfasts and dinners 
will continue, but all food will be prepared 

at Peace Church, dropped off at Chum,  
and served by the Chum staff.  

Wednesday Breakfast:  May 6 & 20 

Donations of the following are always appreciated 
and can be dropped off at Peace Church: 

Granola bars, peanut butter, jelly. 
 

Thursday Dinner: May 21 

Donations of food for the dinner are always welcome! 
Let us know if you’d like to be on the email list to  

provide ingredients for preparing the meal. 
Contact the church office at 218-724-3637 or 

office@peaceucc.org. 

The Chum Food Shelf is always in need of non-
perishable food items, but the need may be greater 
during these next few months. Please consider 
donating as much as you can. Cash donations are 
also welcome. Some ideas are, but not limited to: 

Canned vegetables and fruit 
Rice, pasta and cereals  
Peanut butter, canned meats and beans 
Powdered milk and bottled juice 
Spaghetti sauce and soups 
Crackers and granola bars  

Choir Weekly Check-in 

Thursdays at 4:30pm via Zoom 
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/139032513. 
This link will work every Thursday. 

Loaves and Fishes Monday Meal 
While so many of our regular volunteer 

opportunities at Peace are no longer needed at this 
time—ushers, greeters, Damiano workers etc., 
Peace people are still bringing meals to Dorothy 
Day House every Monday!  

Guidelines from Loaves and Fishes: It’s 
helpful if meals come earlier (4:30-5) as we are now 
serving in shifts. Same numbers (12-15). Appreciate 
it if folks call/text in advance to the house (218-724-
2054) or Joel’s cell (218-340-4356) and we can 
meet them at the door or their car or have a no 
contact drop off on the porch. Thank you! 

https://zoom.us/j/139032513
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Children’s Ministry  
Accept the ocean and float upon it.  
One who accepts is sustained. 

~Deng Ming-Dao 

Wow. We have most certainly been bombarded by change. 
Every family and every person has been affected, some people 
more than others, and each person and family is handling the 
winds of change in their own way. We are all sharing this 
experience and the uncertainty of what comes next; we are 
working hard to accept a new reality. We have had to prioritize the 
truly essential pieces of our lives and remove the nonessential. 
What has become apparent is that connection, support and caring 
for each other are right up there at the top of the priority list. We 
have become keenly aware of just how interwoven and intimately 
connected we are to each other. 

That is what I bring to you in this month’s column—ways to connect, and information on the supports your 
church community is offering to our children and their families. There are some new opportunities that have 
popped up in the last month, and we are hoping that these offerings will be helpful, create more ease and 
lighten the load in the days to come. 

We have a new private Peace Church Parenting Group on Face Book. Forty-four members have joined, 
and it has been great to connect over common concerns and experiences. If you have not found it yet, please 
do join in! You will find thoughtful conversations with other parents on how distance learning is going, how other 
parents are talking to their children about the virus, self-care suggestions, and links to activities for the kids. 
Mostly it is a place to stay connected and feel supported when you need it. A place to put the wind back into 
your sails. 

Minnesota novelist Kate DiCamillo's novel "Because of Winn-Dixie" is the first selection for a statewide book 
club called "One Book One Minnesota." It is a children's book that adults will also love. Children's Ministry will 
be participating in this Children’s Book Club and inviting your family to join a Private Face Book Page where I 
will read the story aloud, record it, and post regularly so kids can tune in to listen at whatever time is right for 
your family’s schedule. The children themselves are encouraged to participate by reading aloud themselves, 
recording, and sharing their favorite books with friends and family on the page. Hopefully this will hone reading 
skills in a fun way and help with distance learning while offering either family time or space for parents to have 
a wee break. I am super excited the kids will have the opportunity to story-tell and share stories they 
themselves pick out and are interested in! How fun will it be to watch themselves and their friends read and 

share? We can give encouraging feedback. Who knows, there might be 
a few budding authors in the group! This will be a great way for kids to 
stay connected when Kids Club and Sunday School end for the summer. 
Kids’ Club is running through May 13 on Zoom, and we have had great 
fun telling stories in the round on Wednesday afternoons. All are 
Welcome! 

Sunday School has been pretty darn fun and engaging for the kids too. 
How could it not be when you can zoom on in with pajamas on and the 
family pet? We will continue every week with Sunday school at 9:30am 
through May 31. If you are able, click on the Zoom link in your mailbox 
and check it out. 
Last but not least, there is a survey coming to you about Vacation Bible 
School this summer. So many unknown factors will contribute to 
tentative plans. Your input would be greatly appreciated! Please look for 
the survey in the near future and let us know what you think! 

Until we are together again, here’s to keeping our boats afloat! If Noah 
had this one, we can too! 

~ Sharon Dawson, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Parenting Support Group 
There is a new private Facebook group for our parents. This is a 

place for mutual support for all Peace parents. You can post helpful 
parenting articles, ask for support, vent about what's hard, and find 
connection with others. Check it out. 

Story for All Ages—Easter Sunday 

Palm Sunday 
Parade at home. 
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Youth 
Difficult times 
call for 
powerful hope. 
As so many in 
our community 
struggle with 
loss, stress, 
and shifting 
schedules, it 

can be challenging to find a sense of connection with 
who we are and what we know to be true. But as our 
faith tradition tells us, crisis moments can also be 
openings and opportunities. Easter tells us that life 
can come out of death if we reach in deep and find 
eyes to see. Thankfully, we don’t have to look for that 
kind of hope alone—we have help, and today I want 
to tap into one voice that embodies that kind of help. 
Let these words by Arundhati Roy, from a portion of 
her recent article The Pandemic Is a Portal, sink in 
and provide powerful hopeful  

“Whatever it is, coronavirus has made the mighty 
kneel and brought the world to a halt like nothing else 
could. Our minds are still racing back and forth, 
longing for a return to ‘normality,’ trying to stitch our 
future to our past and refusing to acknowledge the 
rupture. But the rupture exists. And in the midst of this 
terrible despair, it offers us a chance to rethink the 
doomsday machine we have built for ourselves. 
Nothing could be worse than a return to normality…
Historically, pandemics have forced humans to break 
with the past and imagine their world anew. This one 
is no different. It is a portal, a gateway between one 
world and the next. We can choose to walk through it, 
dragging the carcasses of our prejudice and hatred, 
our avarice, our data banks and dead ideas, our dead 
rivers and smoky skies behind us. Or we can walk 
through lightly, with little luggage, ready to imagine 
another world. And ready to fight for it.” 

Yes, difficult times call for powerful hope, and 
powerful hope can come in containers as small as a 
transformed person planting seeds of love in their 
community. It can look like checking on elders. It can 
look like reaching out to friends struggling with 
depression or anxiety. Or it could look like making 
masks for the NAACP to push back against the racial 
health disparities in our community. This is the time 
and we are the ones we have been waiting for. Let’s 
walk through to this new world together. 

~Nathan Holst, Faith Formation Minister 

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in” 

 ~Leonard Cohen 

May Youth Group 
This past month has been a challenge for many 

of us, and that includes our youth. We are making 
the best of the circumstances, but it’s important to 
stay connected as this new “normal” starts to sink in. 
Youth group on Wednesday nights at 6:00 has been 
a great way for our middle school youth to stay 
connected.  

This month, we’ll continue the same relational 
check-in with each other and exploration of how this 
pandemic is affecting our mental health. In addition 
to our Wednesday nights, we have also been 
gathering on Sundays at 12:30 over Zoom for a less 
structured hang out with catching up and playing 
games. Join us for any and all of these gatherings. 

Nathan’s Column 

Middle School Camping Trip  
Fenske Lake Campground 

Sunday through Tuesday, August 23-25 
We know there is uncertainty these days, which 

makes it difficult to plan for the summer. But we are 
putting out our later summer dates, assuming that we 
will be able to go. We invite you to get this on your 
calendar now and celebrate the possibility of fun in 
the not-too-distant future. 

Middle school youth—join us for our annual trip 
into the BWCA! We will stay at Fenske Lake 
Campground on the Echo Trail. Activities include 
swimming, hiking, S'more making/eating, sleeping in 
tents, and just getting to know each other better. 
They have a wonderful swimming beach, fishing pier 
and camp sites. On Monday we will venture into the 
BWCA to see the pictographs on Lake Hegman and 
take time for swimming and fishing. We also plan to 
visit the Wolf Center.  

We will leave after worship on Sunday August 23 
and return on Tuesday August 25 in the afternoon. 
Contact Nathan for more information or to sign up: 
nathan@peaceucc.org. 

High School Youth Service Trip (update on summer plans) 

Wednesday, August 5 through Sunday, August 9 
High school youth—with all the uncertainty for the coming summer, we have decided to shift the focus of our 
youth trip and do it later in August (we will plan to go to the Pine Indian Reservation in 2021). We invite you to 
the locally focused and Peace-created Ecofaith Youth Camp, a week-long camp for youth in grades 9-12 that 
explores the intersection of environmental, economic, and racial justice issues in the context of faith. Each day 
will include speakers, experiential field trips (including a weekend on Madeline Island and time on Regina 
Laroche’s farm), videos, conversations and reflection activities that invite participants to dig deeper into the 
stories of the land, water, and indigenous communities in the our area and what they have to teach us.  Cost is 
$150 per youth (with sliding scale/scholarship available).  Contact Nathan for more info: nathan@peaceucc.org .   

OWL (Our Whole Lives) Sexuality Curriculum 
We look forward to another great year of OWL, for 
incoming 8th graders, starting in the fall. For more 
info, contact Nathan@peaceucc.org. Parents, you 
may be receiving a call from Nathan this month. 

mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
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Dismantling Racism 

Mask Making Opportunity 
The NAACP has recently given away 

many masks in our community and will 
continue to provide mask give-aways for 
marginalized community members. There 
are many videos online with mask 
making instructions—from a no-sew 
towel mask to different types of sewn masks.  Here is a 
short video for a No-Sew Shop Towel Mask.  

Sarah Nelson is coordinating this effort for Peace 
people. Please contact her at 218-461-9596 or 
(sarah@silvercliff.net) to let her know how many masks 
you can donate and when they will be available.  

You can drop off masks at Peace Church or at Sarah’s 
house. Thanks! 

What racial justice leadership looks like in a time of pandemic:  
Responding to needs and educating our communities 

(special thanks to Lyn Clark-Pegg for providing the articles and Danielle Coke for the art) 

Racial justice leadership is especially important in this time, 
when race health disparities are impacting our communities. 
During this shifting and difficult time, we want to lift up ways we 
can support our people: by responding to immediate needs 
(financial support through the Gabriel Fund and cloth masks as 
requested by the NAACP), and by educating ourselves about 
racial disparities and then talking with family and friends. This 
dual task of meeting immediate needs and educating ourselves 
and others provides the kind of every day leadership that shifts 
systems and embodies justice. This month, we invite you into 
the kind of leadership each of us can exercise. It is leadership 
our community needs right now. Please look at the perspectives 
below, and then read the linked articles--let’s do this together. 

From What the Racial Data Show, by Ibram X Kendi,  
Director of the Antiracist Research and Policy Center at 
American University: “I am worried about all medical providers, 
all Americans who have compromised immune systems, all 
Americans who are infected, all Americans who are healthy and 
want to remain that way. As a student of health disparities, I am 
especially worried about the well-being of people of color. And 
people of color appear to be especially worried about their own well-being. Black people, at 46 percent, and 
Latinos, at 39 percent, are about twice as likely as white people, at 21 percent, to view the coronavirus as a 
major threat to their health.” Read more at… 
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/04/coronavirus-exposing-our-racial-divides/609526/ 

From How to Get Mutual Aid to Those Most in Need, by Amanda Abrams, published April 17 in yes! 
magazine: “At this time in our recent history, like no other, we are witnessing how our circles are limited to our 
own socioeconomic statuses. Where mutual aid efforts are organized around neighborhood ‘pods’ to facilitate 
direct neighbor-to-neighbor engagement such as those in Seattle, or municipalities around Boston and other 
affluent areas, people in the poorest communities wind up with little contact with those who have ample means 
to help out. Read more at…https://www.yesmagazine.org/social-justice/2020/04/17/coronavirus-mutual-aid/ 

Listen to an April 14 interview on KUMD This is What a 
Beloved Community Looks Like and Acts Like! with Janet 
Kennedy, who talks about racial disparities and Covid-19 
and the ways our community can help. 
https://www.kumd.org/post/neighbors-april-14-what-beloved
-community-looks-and-acts#stream/0  

Peace Church kids spreading joy not germs! 

https://www.capefearweekend.com/how-to-make-a-no-sew-face-mask-out-of-a-shop-towel/
mailto:sarah@silvercliff.net
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/04/coronavirus-exposing-our-racial-divides/609526/
https://www.yesmagazine.org/social-justice/2020/04/17/coronavirus-mutual-aid/
https://www.kumd.org/post/neighbors-april-14-what-beloved-community-looks-and-acts#stream/0
https://www.kumd.org/post/neighbors-april-14-what-beloved-community-looks-and-acts#stream/0
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Steps for Justice 

“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with God.”     Micah 6:8 

How do we move forward in times of uncertainty and fear? 

How do we make a difference in this world? 

How do we become instruments of peace and justice? 

Pete Seeger offered one way: “Inch by inch, row by row….” 

Each month in the Peace Bell, the Acting for Justice Hub** offers specific suggestions for 
action—ways to claim our voices, to make a difference, to do justice. 

                           Inch by inch, step by step, voice by voice. 

 

••Let music lift your spirits.  

Attend the Lyz Jaakola and Family Band concert, sponsored by Peace Church, on Sunday, May 3 at 4:30pm. 
Lyz and her family have been doing some awesome jam concerts in this time of sheltering in place. This is a 
great family-friendly event, Come enjoy the music and have a great time. Look for the link on page 1 or in the 
Peace weekly emails.  

••Census reminder. 

Be sure to fill out the census form, and reach out to folks in your community to ask if they’ve completed the 
census. This information matters! 

••“Safer at Home”: safety and gun awareness. 

There has been a surge in gun sales because of the COVID pandemic. Health and Human Services has 
deemed gun stores to be essential businesses. There is deep concern about the increase in suicides, 
unintentional shootings and domestic shootings.  

If you know of a friend or family member who has purchased a gun during this gun-buying surge, especially 
first time gun owners, talk to them about the risk of loaded guns in homes and refer them to  
https://www.bradyunited.org/ and/or the Facebook page for Protect Minnesota for more information.  

••Support Immigrant Essential Workers. 

Minnesota Immigrant Rights Action Committee will host a Face Book Live event on May 1, at 4:45-6:30pm in 
which workers across the world will speak about their working conditions during the pandemic. Connect to:   
https://www.facebook.com/events/498205114202396/permalink/498205587535682/. Because this is a public 
page, you do not need a Facebook account to watch. 

According to the New York Times, 200,000 DACA recipients (almost 1/3) are employed in essential services; 
27,000 of them are frontline doctors, nurses, respiratory therapists, CNAs. Other immigrants, both documented 
and undocumented, are essential workers on farms—planting and harvesting crops. Check out the Minnesota 
Immigrants Rights Action Committee Facebook page for further information.  

••Respond to the NAACP call and create masks to distribute (see page 8 for more info) 

••Celebrate Connection. 

During this time of social distancing, reflect on ways we all are connected to the natural world as well as to 
each other. How can we become better stewards of this earth? Spend some time outdoors, alone or on a 
socially-distanced walk with family or friends. Offer gratitude for the interdependence we share with Earth's 
systems that enable: *Eating *Drinking *Breathing *Sharing *Creating. 

                                                                      Be strong. 
                                                                                  Be kind. 
                                                                                  Know you are loved. 

**The Acting for Justice Hub includes six teams: Beyond Violence, Climate Justice, Dismantling Racism, 
Global Ministries, Migrant Justice, Open and Affirming. Watch the Peace Church weekly email for updates on 
virtual meetings. For more information on further ways to be involved, contact the Peace office. 
If you have suggestions for this monthly column, please contact Pamela Mittlefehldt pjmarch4@aol.com. 

https://www.bradyunited.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/498205114202396/permalink/498205587535682/
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Voices for Justice 
Alison Wood: “Don’t be afraid to talk to teenagers” 

Working as a teacher wasn’t always Alison Wood’s vision. Although 
she had helped at day camps and in Sunday School in high school (and 
had a mother who worked in a school library), it wasn’t until college that 
she realized that teaching might be a good path for her. 

Finding that path certainly has been a stroke of luck for Duluth Public 
Schools where Alison has worked with the Alternative Learning Center,  
teaching math and science (and doing a fair bit of social work) and then 
moving to Central and later Denfeld High School where she currently 
teaches.  

Alison clearly sees her work as preparing students for much more than 
understanding science. She thinks it is critical for any adult to have 
enough knowledge about their own body to be able to make sense of the 
news. But her true goal is to have students develop critical thinking skills 
and be informed consumers of media. In the age of Covid-19, she wants 
students to be able to ask questions like, “What’s missing here?” and 
“What questions do you have about the information?”  This push towards 
critical thinking is part of her involvement with the National Center for 
Science Education that is modeling ways for teachers to address the 
topics of evolution and climate change in the classroom.  

Alison’s push for critical thinking extends beyond the classroom. She also supports students in being critical 
about school systems that are intended to serve students. As the advisor for the Gay-Straight Alliance, she 
supports students in going to conferences and learning how to make the school more welcoming for all 
students. One project she is particularly proud of came from her “Pathways to Teaching” class in which a 
student decided that the school needed to have a non-gendered option for a bathroom. The student did all the 
research about which bathroom could be used, doing a cost analysis, and putting in a work order request. While 
the bathroom was eventually transformed, it first had to wait for the School Board to pass a policy that applied 
to all schools. This led to some questions on the part of students, such as “Why did it have to take so long?” 
and  “What’s wrong with adults?” But it also led to some important breakthroughs, like one student who shared 
that it was the first time they felt comfortable going to the bathroom in school.  

Being a part of Peace church is important for Alison and her family. She gets a lot of support from Peace, 
and it makes her realize that the level of support for young people at Peace is what she knows needs to happen 
in schools. So she encourages all of us to get involved in schools. Once schools are back in session, check into 
tutoring programs or join with students at lunch time in conversation. Those connections with adults really make 
a difference. As a final piece of advice, she urges, “Don’t be afraid to talk to teenagers. Let them know you care 
and hear how things are going for them.” 

Interviewed by Doug Bowen-Bailey 

Replace Anxiety With Prayer by Tom Liddle  
If there’s one thing I learned during seven years as a pastor among the Timorese people, it’s that prayer is a 

simple, effective way to cope with anxiety. They take their cue from St. Paul. In his letter to the Philippians, Paul 
admonishes: “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication let your requests be 
made known to God.” (Phil. 4:6) 

In any and all circumstances, the Timorese replace anxiety with prayer. That is because Timorese are 
people of faith. But it’s also because they have lived as vulnerable people for generations. They have been 
subject to colonialism, military occupation, war and conflict, realities the average person cannot control or 
manage. But he or she can pray. 

One thing the coronavirus is teaching us is that we have far less control than we thought we did. Despite our 
scientific and technical prowess and in spite of our economic power, our capacity to cope, control and manage 
is stunningly limited. This is a new feeling for many Americans and one that makes people very anxious. Thus 
we can learn from the Timorese: replace anxiety with prayer. 

We cannot base our lives on what we can control, because so much is beyond our control. In prayer, we can 
articulate our fears and make our requests known to God. As we give over our anxiety about tomorrow to God, 
we receive back the life that God gives us today: 

“And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” (Phil. 4:7) 
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Coordinating  
Council meets 

Tuesday, May 19, 
7pm via Zoom 

 

 The PEACE BELL 
is a monthly publication of  

Peace United Church of Christ 
Duluth, Minnesota 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
Elise Courtright, Janell Kohls, 

Nancy Nelson,  
Photographer: John Ameel 

ARTICLES DUE 
the third Monday of each month 

Monday May 18 
Send to office@peaceucc.org 

Please Note! 
Watch for emails from 
committee and team leaders 
for updates on how meetings 
will be handled— whether it 
is a virtual meeting or 
rescheduled for a new time. 
Thank You! 

Annual Reports Due! 
Attention all chairs of teams and committees. It's time for our annual report on our program year here at 

Peace Church. Your reports are due in the church office on May 15, so the report can be ready before the 
Annual Meeting on June 7. We will send out last year's annual report to you to guide you in writing this year's.  

Rummage Sale News 
Another casualty of the quarantine is our spring 

rummage sale . We are reluctant to say this, 
especially because you are at home doing projects, 
cleaning, sorting, and tossing (and we want your 
tosses)! If possible, start a collection site named 
"Peace rummage sale” and add liberally. We will do 
our best to have a sale when it's safe. Stay tuned! 

Health Care Directives 
Our Health and Wellness Team has had to suspend the Advanced Directive workshops for now. But if you 

would like to complete a Health Care Directive, please contact the church office and the forms can be mailed. 
You can also google MN (or WI) Advance Directives to access forms to print, plus other information. If you 
would like a team member from Health & Wellness to offer consultation assistance, please call the Peace office, 
724-3637. There is also an opportunity to get free assistance for advance care planning via online classes 
through Essentia Health. You can find more information or register for the free online Zoom classes 
here: https://www.essentiahealth.org/patients-visitors/advance-care-planning/ 

Resources for talking with loved ones about end-of-life wishes can be found online at The Conversation 
Project. Honoring Choices Minnesota and Honoring Choices Wisconsin are additional resources.  

Moderator’s Report/Church News 
Amazingly we have finished our first full month of getting together remotely: church services, meetings, 

forums and children’s events. We even have coffee hour. No food, no hugs or hand shaking now, but much joy 
in “seeing” each other even though it is on the screen. Pastor Kathy, and her Sunday service team of Doug 
Bowen-Bailey, Tim Carpenter, Alex Dean, Sylvie Bowen-Bailey and volunteers have produced such warm and 
meaningful services. We enjoy the uplifting messages and we feel as if we are right there in church. 

Jim and the great mini-choir crew have inspired us with wonderful music. Thank you to all the music talents. 
Sharon, in her amazing creativity, has given us “children” who have come in for the young people part of the 
service. I am sure you smiled very broadly the first time you saw those cute cardboard figures being “talked to” 
during the children’s time. And Nathan hosting coffee hour as well as other meetings has kept us together also. 
Everyone from youth groups through the church goldens are enjoying the experience. The church keeps 
running both with our dedicated staff that come in to the church (safe distancing) and those working from home. 

We all give heartfelt appreciation for all our volunteers and staff. 

The council has been calling our church members to keep in touch and be of any help we can. At our April 
meeting, we shared wonderful stories about people who were grateful to talk and continue to be very connected 
to Peace Church. The congregation is “tuned in” on Sundays, but all express their deep desire to once again be 
face to face with others in our church and be able to shake a hand or give a hug. We are a church of 
relationships…with God and with each other. 

Please mark June 7 on your calendar. You are invited to the Peace Church Annual Meeting (by Zoom of 
course). We will vote on the council positions for the next year, review the committee annual reports and rejoice 
that we will go forward. 

Thank you to everyone who holds our church together. For those that need help and those that have 
stepped up to help, we hold you close. Sharing enriches all. Joy and gratitude to you. 

Sue Isernhagen, Moderator 

https://www.essentiahealth.org/patients-visitors/advance-care-planning/
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Virtual Gallery Exhibit 

Take a Virtual Tour of Peace Galleries 

    Shortly before our building was closed, Tim Larson’s paintings were hung on 
our gallery walls. They are now available as a virtual tour (go to peaceucc.org). 

    Curator Amanda Hunter described Tim’s paintings this way:  
Tim’s beautiful and colorful paintings…radiate sunshine and the vibrant energy of 
growing things. Art that serves as a reminder: that the light is coming back even in 
winter, that Spring and warmth will return, that at Peace, at our core, we are a 
resurrection-people. People, who are born again and again to hope and new 
possibilities in spite of the difficult things of life… We hung the show in such a way 
as to create a horizon line of paintings throughout the sanctuary (connecting to the 
horizon of Lake Superior seen 
through the windows), and in 
such a way as to create a 
garden of wildflowers in the 
gallery alcove. 

If a reminder of our collective hope and agency was 
needed two months ago, it is certainly still needed now—
even as the sun and warmer weather and green shoots 
return—we find that the metaphor of a long night can still 
continue. That those hard realities of the human condition 
that make us all so vulnerable—illness, death, loneliness, 
food insecurity, homelessness, abuse, joblessness, 
injustice—may without warning, knock again at our door. 
And yet. There are so many stories everyday of our Duluth 
community finding ways to help each other through this 
pandemic. Love, creativity, kindness, and generosity 
endure—just as the sun rises, just as the wildflowers take hold where they will and bloom. 

While this virtual exhibit is a poor substitute for the beauty of Tim’s paintings when seen in person, we hope 
it might bring you a quiet moment of meditation, and encouragement. We are thinking of you. We are praying 
for you. We wish you health and fulfillment. ~ Amanda McElray Hunter 

Tim Larson is a local Duluth artist who has painted in watercolor for most of his life. In the late 1990s, he 
studied watercolor painting with noted Duluth artist Cheng-Khee Chee, and admired that artist’s bold, vibrant 
paintings of irises. In summer 2018, he came across a patch of showy lady’s slippers, not far from Duluth, 
where hundreds of the wild orchids were in bloom, and he decided to paint them. He spent much of summer 
and fall of 2018 studying the plants and flowers and painting several of the large watercolor paintings in this 
exhibit. In 2019, he started the Zenith City Sunrise series, several of which are on display in the church 
sanctuary. 

Many thanks to Tim Larson and Amanda Hunter! 

Sanctuary on Easter Sunday Our Minimalist Choir, with Tim Larson’s paintings in the background. 
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Peace People 

Thank You! 

➢ Thank you to those who provided special music for the month of April. Mark Hakes, Maddie Carpenter, 
Frost Bowen-Bailey, Patrick Colvin, Steve Horner, and Jane Aas.  

➢ Thanks to our members who have run errands and purchased groceries for others. We have lots of 
wonderful volunteers so don’t hesitate to call if you need help in any way.  

➢ Huge shout out to our technical team—Doug Bowen-Bailey, Tim Carpenter, Alex Dean and  
Sylvie Bowen-Bailey (camera person). We could not do this without them!  

➢ Thank You to Pamela Mittlefehldt for coordinating a card writing ministry during this difficult time.  

➢ Thanks to all the card sending volunteers for helping us stay connected and cared for. 

➢ Thanks to Tim Peters and Dan Shepard for working so hard to keep our building clean and sanitized for 
staff, the daycare and other essential uses. 

➢ From Life House: Thank you for your gift to Life House of $1,000.00 on 3/31/2020. Donations like yours 
make it possible for us to work to reconnect homeless and street youth to their dreams in Duluth.  
We greatly need and appreciate your support during this challenging time. 

Many notes of thanks have been received at Peace recently. Here are some excerpts:  

➢ I loved the Sunday online service! Thank you so much for putting that together. I laughed, I sang, a few 
tears rolled along, I felt very much a part of the community, it was GOOD. I’ll see you next Sunday! 

➢ We really appreciate all the effort put in to live stream the service during this corona virus pandemic. 
➢ Thanks for keeping us afloat, reassured, connected, and choosing hope! 
➢ Thank you for the Easter bags!! We loved them, especially the tops! Thank you for all you are doing!! 
➢ Thank you for ALL you do—not only for our church community (which extends to a small town in Montana) 

but also our wider community. 
➢ I am so grateful for what you all do as staff and helpers—especially during this time of distancing…this 

crisis has helped me come home to Peace on Sundays. I have been distant but strangely enough I now feel 
so much more connected—another resurrection! I am so grateful. 

➢ Thanks for everyone’s efforts to bring us the live stream. It means so much to us during this most strange 
time. The service reminds us we have a community of support. 

➢ To everyone who made the Easter Service so incredibly beautiful and special. You are all amazing, and I 
want you to know that the appreciation we all feel is HUFW…I know I speak for all at Peace UCC that there 
are no words to adequately express how grateful we are for the services, the meetings, the power of love 
and support. Thank you so very much. God Bless You! 

➢ Thanks for having the services on line. We’ve enjoyed having some normalcy on our Sundays. 
➢ Thanks so much for the wonderful services online. We appreciate the music, special musical guests and all 

you are doing to keep us connected! We appreciate you! 
➢ Thanks for all that you are doing to keep our church community together in love. The online services and 

meetings have been a lifeline for us. Sending love. 
➢ I am grateful to all of the “pro’s” at Peace Church. Best wishes to you and yours during this time of 

challenge. Peace and Love. 
➢ Thank you for all of your good work in our community, particularly during challenging times like these. 
➢ What a wonderful church service and timely/meaningful sermon. As a “senior” the audio quality online was 

fantastic, and my thanks to our production crew. They do a great job! Thank you for all we (you) do... 
➢ Thank you to all who make the virtual Sunday services possible. Very well done. Felt intimate even over the 

internet. I experienced an hour of grace Sunday morning in the midst of all that is going on around us.  
➢ Thanks for being there (with contribution to Gabriel Fund). 
➢ Thank you all so much for the service today. It was healing, binding, and a blessing. 
➢ A huge thank you for offering the online worship this morning! I needed it so much. Thank you. 
➢ Thank you so much for streaming the service and for ALL you do!! PEACE AND WELLNESS TO ALL. 
➢ Thank you for figuring all of this out! What a blessing to stay connected. 

                     A huge Thank You to all who have contributed to our Gabriel Fund!  
Many folks have made contributions to our Gabriel Fund, which has allowed us to help Peace 
members and community members with over $13,000 toward food and basic needs. We have helped 
folks at church and through the NAACP, Life House, AICHO, CHUM, Safe Haven, YWCA Spirit Valley 
programs, Chum Street Outreach, and the International Student Program at UMD.  
Ongoing gifts are greatly appreciated!! 
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Keep in Your Prayers 
➢Jan Eschbach, recovering at home from a severe 
electrical burn. 

➢Sarah Jessico, who remains in the care facility in 
Baxter. Cards can be sent to:  
CBHH, 14241 Grand Oaks Drive, Baxter MN 56425. 

➢Those in our congregation undergoing treatment 
for cancer. 

➢Our teachers & students, learning in new ways. 

➢To our many folks who work in essential services: 
mail carriers, grocery workers, truckers and others. 

➢To our local leaders who are members of Peace: 
Mayor Emily Larson, City Councilor Gary Anderson, 
St. Louis County Public Health Director Amy 
Westbrook, St. Louis County Commissioner Patrick 
Boyle, and State Representative Liz Olson.  
Holding you all in our prayers.  

➢All our members living in long-term care facilities: 
Amanda Cran, Joyce Riggle at Franciscan Health 
Center, Steve Coll at St. Anne’s, Tom Sharkey at 
Diamond Willow in Cloquet, Bill Kehtel at Diamond 
Willow in Lakeside, Mike Nugent at Veterans Home 
in Silver Bay, and Sharon Kirtley at Viewcrest.  

➢We give thanks for all those who work in long 
term care: Bob Stevens, Ginny Cran, Matt Morris, 
Molly Watson, Cyndy Klinksiek and others.  

➢Charley House, who is recovering at home. 

Congratulations 
To Jan Murphy who has been approved for 
ecclesiastical council, the last step as she pursues 
ordination . She is a chaplain at Essentia, currently 
working with Covid patients. 

Peace People 

Sympathy 
➢ Judy Siegle on the death of her husband Glen. 

➢ Julie MacKenzie on the death of her father  
Jim Jensen. 

➢ Bob, Amy, & Liam Sullivan on the death of  
Bob’s mother Pat Sullivan. 

➢ To Bev Morris and family, on the death of  
her husband Bob. 

➢ Elise Courtright family on the death of her 
Grandfather, Lornie  

Sympathy to the family and friends of Earl Rosenwinkel, long time friend of Peace 
Church, who died of Covid-19 on April 7.  Earl often drummed at Peace and 
created Psalm responses that were used at our 8:30 service. Here is a portion of 
one of his responses to Psalm 150: 

Sing and dance to the Creator in the sacred places 

Let the Earth dance with the heartbeat of the drums 

Let the Earth be caressed by the dancing feet of the people 

Let the flute sing thankfulness, even in sorrow, loss and fear 

Let the air around us be shaped by the throat of the loon, thrushes and owls 

Let the air around us sing with the Creator’s voice from wolves, the crickets,  
the wind in the trees and the waves on the shore 

Let the air we breathe be shaped by the breath calling owls 

Let all that has Spirit, Wind and Breath sing the Creator’s name 

Earl Rosenwinkel died on April 7, 2020, from complications due to Covid-19. He attended Macalester 
College, and earned a doctorate in biology from Rutgers University. He conducted research and taught at 
several colleges and universities. Earl was a spiritual seeker, earning a Master of Divinity degree from Luther 
Theological Seminary in 1989. He served as an assisting pastor at the White Earth Reservation Episcopal 
Church, eventually moving to the Duluth area where he was an Ecological Data Manager with the Hartley 
Nature Center. An avid devotee of the African drums, he often played while assisting in worship at Peace 
Church. The driving passion in his later years concerned organic food and sustainable agriculture, as he 
sought to find expression for his many interests and become more deeply connected with Mother Earth.  
A memorial event is being planned for a future date. 

Easter Lilies  
Thank you to everyone who 
purchased Easter Lilies in memory of 
or in honor of the following people. 

Given by—In Memory of: 

➢ John & Cathy Ameel:  Our Parents 

➢ Cindy Macaulay & Nancy Nelson:  Barb Forrest 

➢ Lorraine Anderson:  Howard Anderson 

➢ Charlotte Frantz:  Rachel Frantz, Lester DelCid 

➢ Gudrun & Geof Witrak:  Ruth Baxter Witrak,  
Xavier Bell 

➢ Kathy Nelson & Tim Carpenter:  John Nelson,  
Dean Carpenter, Robin Carpenter 

➢ Terese Tomanek:  Bernardine Tomanek,  
Donna Morris, Loraine Kinnunen 

➢ John Wakefield:  Shari Wakefield, (sister), Todd 
Wakefield (brother), Raymond Wakefield Sr. (father) 

Given by—In Honor of: 

➢ John Wakefield:  Carole Wakefield, in a nursing home 

➢ Sam & Phyllis Cook:  Emily & Jeff; Grant & Claire 
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More Church News... 

Sarah Holst: Offering Pastoral Care for Climate Justice at Peace Church May-July  

“Of all the dangers we face, none is so great as the deadening of our response.” ~Joanna Macy  

Amid his strange and tender time of global pandemic, I am wrapping up my studies at United Theological 
Seminary. This is a culmination of five years of studying, writing papers, and apprenticing to amazing people 
doing work at the intersection of community spiritual practice and social transformation. I was meant to walk 
across the stage on May 3 and receive my Masters of Divinity diploma with a concentration of Theology and the 
Arts. It is likely that my classmates and I will walk next May with the class of 2021. In the meantime, I am finding 
quieter, physical-distancing approved ways to celebrate this milestone and look forward to the next steps of my 
ministry.  

I am thrilled that the immediate next step on the path will be hosted by Peace Church. This summer, I will be 
doing something that I have looked forward to for a long time: bringing my national, relational, and spiritually-
grounded Climate Justice organizing work with EcoFaith Recovery to Peace United Church of Christ through a 
Social Justice Clinical Pastoral Care (CPE) program. I will be journeying with a cohort of folks working in diverse 
contexts while offering space to our beloved community at Peace Church for us to honor our grief and anxiety 
regarding our changing world, ground in gratitude that we are held by the earth and Spirit, and explore what our 
unique individual and collective spiritual gifts and calls look like in a time of climate catastrophe. Movement 
Generation leader, Michelle Mascarenhas-Swan says that we must feel our despair, but we must do that with 
community and on land that can hold us and our lament.  

Due to the circumstances of the season, I, like all of us, have had to tap into the spiritual gift of adaptability in 
order to make sure I can still offer what I have been dreaming up while living in physical-distancing solidarity for 
the most vulnerable of our community. In addition to supporting Peace’s Climate Justice team, and experiences 

with our children and youth, I will be offering several spaces this summer—
virtually (until it is safe for us to meet again in person). Please feel free to reach 
out to me if you have questions or interest in hearing more about any of the 
following:  

➢ Individual one-to-ones where I will hold space for your emotions and stories 
about environmental and climate justice. (I will be reaching out to you, but you 
can also reach out to me!)  

➢ A group where we will use a Movement Generation Curriculum 
(movementgeneration.org)  

➢ A group where we will use the Study Guide for the Geez Climate Justice 
Issue (geezmagazine.org)  

➢ An ongoing community art project involving a guided outdoor meditation 
and writing letters of grief and love to the land. 

Keep your eyes open for more information from me and please feel free to 
email or call at sarahaholst@gmail.com or 308-352-6690. 

Recycling Peace 
After living out of a suitcase for a decade, the 

Liddle family is looking for household items as they 
move back to Duluth. Specific items include: 

➢beds, twin or bigger 

➢love seat or couch 

➢chairs for a living room 

➢smaller wooden desk 

➢wooden coffee table 

➢any other items that make you think “this is 
awesome, I think they’d like this.” 

Please contact us if you have stuff. We can talk 
about it on the phone, and if it works for us you can 
drop it off at the church. Thanks!  

Tom Liddle (612-245-6802) 

If we have no peace, it is because we have  
forgotten that we belong to each other.  

   ~Mother Theresa  

COVID-19 Archive Project 
Are you interested in documenting your, your 

family's, and/or your communities' experiences of 
the pandemic as part of the Northeastern Minnesota 
COVID-19 Community Archive Project? Find more 
information at https://libguides.d.umn.edu/covid-19 
or by contacting Peace Church member Aimee 
Brown at libarchives@d.umn.edu or 218-726-8526.  

June Peace Bell articles 
are due on May 18! 

https://libguides.d.umn.edu/covid-19
mailto:libarchives@d.umn.edu
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PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF 
Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Minister:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Sharon Dawson 

Visitation:  Cheryl Walsh 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation:  
Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, Rev. John Szarke , and Rev. Sara Olson Dean 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Monday-Thursday: 9am-3pm, Friday: 9am-noon 

PHONE:  218-724-3637 Web: peaceucc.org Facebook: peace.church.duluth  
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Kathy: knelson@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org  

Jim: jim@peaceucc.org       Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org    Sharon: Sharon@peaceucc.org 
        Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org         Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 

Tim Peters: tpnc53@gmail.com 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Service online at 10:30am 

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events,  
please send an email request to the church office: office@peaceucc.org 
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Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters 

Newsletter Editor: Elise Courtright 


