
  

 

MARCH 2020 

Senior High Youth Urban Immersion 

Friday, March 13–Sunday, March 15  
We will stay at a Retreat Center on Chicago Ave. 

and Lake St. in Minneapolis. The staff will lead us 
through a variety of activities for learning and 
reflection. We’ll spend Saturday working in various 
service agencies in the Twin Cities with time for 
reflection that evening. On Sunday we will worship 
with Park Avenue United Methodist Church and then 
return home. 

Looking forward to Spring Retreats! 

Both Men’s and Women’s 
Retreats are held at Eagle 

Lodge, at Clearwater 
Forest near Deerwood, 

Minnesota—a lovely setting 
for a retreat!  

The Women’s Retreat will be April 24-25.  
The Men’s Retreat will be April 17-19. 

See more on page 8. 

Lenten Vespers 

7:00pm on Wednesdays beginning March 4 
Prayers Around the Cross will be held each 
Wednesday in Lent in the Sanctuary. This meditative 
worship includes quiet singing, silence, prayer and the 
lighting of candles. Take time each week for worship 
as we journey toward Easter. This service will begin on 
March 4 and continue each Wednesday until Easter.  
A Lenten Devotional Guide from the UCC is available 
in the church office; one per household, please.  
Use these for your Lenten daily prayer time.  

Annual March Potluck! 

Sunday, March 15 
Come join us on Sunday March 15

th
 

after the 10:30 service for our annual 
Spring Potluck. Please bring a hot 
dish, salad or side dish to share. Ham, 
cake, and beverages will be provided. If you want to 
celebrate St. Patrick’s or St Urho’s Day, you can 
certainly be creative with your dish, but all 
contributions are appreciated. 

Pictures from Winter Camp at Wolf Ridge, February 2020 
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From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 

Lenten Just Mercy Book Study 

March 12 & 19 
As a way to lead up to the 100

th
 year remembrance of the Clayton Jackson McGhie 

lynchings, when 10,000 people will gather in the streets of Duluth to hear Bryan Stevenson 
speak at the site of the CJM Memorial, we will read and discuss Stevenson’s book Just Mercy. 
Please join us for a book study from 6pm-8pm on Thursdays, March 12 and March 19.  
We’ll also share a light soup supper. 

We have copies of the book available in the office to purchase or borrow, so let us know if 
you’d like a copy. If you’re interested in helping lead or want to be a part of the group, please 
contact Pastor Kathy at knelson@peaceucc.org with questions or to rsvp.  

On Sunday, February 2, we had two scripture readings for worship that are the core of our faith:  
Micah 6:8, “What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with your God” 
and the Beatitudes, “Blessed are the meek, the merciful, the peacemakers, those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness.” I almost felt like we should have just read them and then sat in silence. Just sit and let them fall 
into our souls. 

In the Beatitudes Jesus goes up the mountain and sits among the people and offers them a new vision. It is 
a “you are beautiful” vision. No matter what the world says, he tells this straggly group of folks, you are blessed. 
Yep, you who are poor, you who mourn, you who are merciful, you are blessed, blessed, blessed. Do we dare 
to believe this? 

For our February podcast we listened to Serene Jones, president of Union Theological Seminary in New 
York City. Jones said this, “And the thing I’d say about this political moment—and it’s a deeply theological 
claim—is, I honestly think, at the heart of our nation’s turmoil is the fact that people honestly do not believe that 
we are all equal and loved equally and equally valued. They just don’t believe that. And that crosses the aisle. 
That crosses the aisle. And that’s a theological issue.” 

Jesus calls us to a different way, where all are valued and equally loved. Jesus speaks the Beatitudes to a 
crowd who were judged by the standards of their world to be nothing. The folks gathered on that hill were the 
ones that his culture called nobodies, and yet Jesus declares to them that they are the somebodies.  

Blessed in Greek is Makarios. Makarios in Jesus’ time had come to refer to the elite, the upper crust of 
society. It referred to people whose riches and power put them above the normal cares and problems of poor 
folks. Jesus uses this word in a totally different way. It is not the elite that are blessed. Jesus pronounces God’s 
blessings on the poor, the hungry, the thirsty the meek, the mourning. And we are all called to follow his 
example—lift one another up—to work for peace, to show mercy. 

Recently I listened to a song by Daniel Deitrich called “Hymn for the 81%”. It is a lament over what he sees 
Christianity has become in our time. He wrote, I was raised in the Evangelical world. It shaped me. I learned to 
take the words of Jesus seriously—love God, love your neighbor, feed the hungry, fight for justice for the 
oppressed. I thought that things like love, kindness, gentleness, and self-control MATTERED. I have been so 
confused and deeply saddened in this time. This song is a lament. It's a loving rebuke. It's a plea for Christians 
to come home to the way of Jesus. 

Come home. Let us sit on the mountain and listen again to these words of Jesus and let Beatitudes be our 
guide. Our transformations must be both personal and political. We need to be born again to be about the 
building of the new realm, to be a people and place of peace and justice, kindness and hope. The earliest 
Christian acclamation—Jesus is Lord—was a political statement. “Lord” was the title for emperor, so saying 
Jesus is Lord, was saying Caesar was not. It was a radical statement, and it could cost your life. Let us dare to 
follow in this way.  

Following in Jesus’ way means be a blessing for those made poor; it means food for the hungry; it means 
joy for those whose lives are filled with sorrow. We are to build the world as if God were in charge. 

We have glimpses of this other way to live on this side of heaven. This month I went to the visitation of Jack 
Hennen in the Twin Cities. Jack was the father of Jayme Hennen of our congregation. Jayme was an important 
part of this people of God. He was a gay man living with several disabilities, but with a deep faith. He always sat 
up front for worship. Each week during prayer time Jayme offered us a beatitude, a blessing: “God bless us all 
this week”. May it be so. 

Peace friends    ~ Pastor Kathy 

mailto:knelson@peaceucc.org
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Sundays in March 

We continue to have two services on Sunday mornings, at 8:30am and 10:30am. 

At our 8:30 service, we share communion every Sunday. At our 10:30 service, we share communion the first 

Sunday of the month. The sermon and children’s time at both services is the same except for the fourth  

Sunday of each month when our 8:30 service is a Taizé Service (prayer, song, scripture, and meditation).  

Adult Forums 
Sunday mornings at 9:30am  

Grab a cup of coffee  
and come to the Fireside Room 

Tending Each Other 
March 1: Jordon and Terresa Moses: Steps toward 
repair through remembering Clayton Jackson McGhie 
100 years later. 

March 8: Helen Davis: Building "unapologetically Black" 
and inclusive community through the Family Freedom 
Center.  

March 15: Regina Laroche: Land, farming, and the 
roots of repair—how relationship with earth and each 
other can heal. 

March 22: Kym Young: Lifting up the truth through the 
Superior African Heritage Community and beyond. 

March 29: Daniel Oyinloye: Accelerating justice and 
inspiring empathy through story and creativity. 

Taizé Service  
Fourth Sunday of every month at 8:30am 

This service is modeled after services held at the Taizé 
Community in France. Taizé is a worship experience 
wholly dedicated to prayer and to hearing God’s word, 
using song, scripture, and silent meditation. 

Sunday, March 1  

Scripture:  Romans 5:12-19 and Matthew 4:1-11 

Sermon: Nathan Holst will be preaching. 
Communion will be served at both services 

Special Music: Peace Band 

Sunday, March 8 

Scripture:  Psalm 121 and John 3:1-17  

Sermon: “Abundant Blessing” by Pastor Kathy 

Special Music: Choir 

At our 10:30 service we will celebrate the baptism 
of Jaxon Lee Pluntz-Kinney, son of Krystal and 
Jessica. 

Sunday, March 15 

Scripture:  Exodus 17:1-7 and John 4:5-42 

Sermon: “Thirsty Voices” by Pastor Kathy 

Special Music: Leon and Friends 

Sunday, March 22 

Taizé at the 8:30 service 

Scripture:  Psalm 23 and John 9:1-41 

Sermon: “Restored” by Pastor Kathy 

Special Music: Emily Hysjulien 

Sunday, March 29 

Sermon: This morning Sara Dean will be our 
preacher as we celebrate our 3-way covenant with 
her and Essentia Hospital where she is a chaplain.  

Special Music: The music this morning will be led 
by Xavier Bell’s family as a way of thanking us for 
hosting his memorial service.  

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 

Sunday, March 22 
"You are God's field; God's building." Through the 

UCC One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering, we 
are planting seeds of new life. Together, we are 
investing in communities worldwide: providing 
education to girls and boys, empowering communities 
through vocational training, supporting microcredit 
lending and seeing people through to self-sufficiency, 
empowering families with skills to support themselves 
and their neighbors, and participating in sustainable 
solutions that offer dignity to all. These are just a few 
ways the OGHS offering touches God’s children, in 
addition to disaster relief and refugee initiatives.  

Through your generosity, the world is a better place. 
But more is needed. On March 22, you have an 
opportunity to plant seeds into the lives of others. Be a 
co-worker with God. Building, planting, watering…and 
trusting that God gives growth to all good gifts shared in 
faith. Thank you for your partnership. Thank you for 
your generosity. 

Thank you to Sarah Greer (left) and Nicoshia 
Wynn (right) for helping lead our worship service 
on February 16. 
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Opportunities for Education and Service/Groups, Gatherings  

Fourth Tuesday Podcast Lunch 

Tuesday, March 24 
noon in the Conference Room 

Pádraig Ó Tuama  
and Marilyn Nelson 

A New Imagination of Prayer  
Pádraig Ó Tuama and Marilyn Nelson 

are beloved teachers to many; to bring 
them together was a delight and a balm. 
Nelson is a poet and professor and 
contemplative, an excavator of stories that 
would rather stay hidden yet lead us into 
new life. Ó Tuama is a poet, theologian, 
conflict mediator, and the host of our new 
podcast, Poetry Unbound. Together, they 
venture unexpectedly into the hospitable—
and intriguingly universal—form of poetry 
that is prayer. 

The Sunday Special 

Sunday, March 29 
11:45-1:00 in Fireside Room 

Topic: Self-Care and Compassion.  
See you there—keep thinking Spring!  
Amy Sullivan & Penny Cragun 

We are a spiritual and social support 
group for individuals, families, caregivers 
and workers who live and work with 
disabilities, special needs and mental 
health issues. 

PALS (Peace Adults Learning & Socializing) 

Thursday, March 26: Spamalot at NorShor Theatre 
You are welcome to join us for dinner at Zeitgeist at 5:30.  

If you would like to join us for the show, please purchase your 
own ticket.  

Thursday, April 23, 12:45pm—AAR Repair Facility 
The April PALS meeting is a tour of the AAR Repair 

Facility, an airlines maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) 
service. AAR is located at 4600 Stebner Road. Arrive at 
12:45pm; the one-hour walking tour begins at 1 pm. After the 
tour, we'll meet at Tavern on the Hill (Woodland Ave.).  

Please RSVP to Dick Goese (525-3412)  
or goese@chartermi.net by Monday, April 20.  

A COUNT IS NECESSARY.  

May:  Tour Cloquet Forestry Center 

June:  Tailgating and Huskies baseball game 

July:  Picnic and planning session  

Daytime Book Club for Men and Women 

Thursday, March 19 
10am in the Fireside Room 

The selection for March is “The Cider House Rules” by John 
Irving. Facilitated by Alice Marks, this group meets on the third 
Thursday of the month. New members are always welcome!  

Making Meaning  
Out Of Malignancy 

Monday, March 23 at 5:30pm  
in the Fireside Room 

This group is open to anyone who has 
or has had cancer or is/has been a 
caretaker of someone with cancer. Talk to 
Pastor Kathy for more information. 

COPING & CARING 

New Support Group  
for Mental Health 

For anyone, or someone you know, who 
is living with any mental health concerns. 
Casual meeting on Sunday, March 8 
during Coffee Hour after the 10:30 
Service. We will meet at a table or two in 
the back of the Fellowship Hall. For more 
information contact Amy Sullivan, 715-919-
2019, liamsmom11612@gmail.com. 

Shared Ministry Corner 

Everyone's a welcomer ~ yes, even you! 

This is a request to all from the 
Shared Ministry Team, and you will be 
hearing monthly from us to keep this 
important issue front and center. Our 
committee's mission is, in short, to 
connect folks in Peace with 1) friends 
and 2) tasks that need doing. Today we're focusing  
on the first. 

Peace is an incredible community to be a part of, and 
weekly there are people checking us out. That means 
we're often sitting in the pew or standing by someone 
who doesn't look familiar. Here's a gentle nudge to be a 
friendly face, say something like "Hi, I'm _______ and I 
haven't met you yet", have a question or two at the 
ready, and maybe share a thing or two about yourself.  
It doesn't matter if this is their first time being here or are 
longer term members—if you don't know them they are 
new to you. 

It's pretty easy to visit with those we know (and by all 
means keep doing that), but maybe you can add a goal 
to meet one...or two...or more new-to-you people each 
week. You will be glad you did, and your friendliness will 
be appreciated! 

mailto:goese@chartermi.net
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More Peace Church News / CHUM   

Monday Women’s Book Group  

March 2 & 16, 6:30pm in the Fireside Room 
The Women’s Book Group meets on the first and third Monday 

of each month. All women are welcome! Please watch your weekly 
emails for information about the March book selection. 

Thursday CHUM Dinner: March 19 

Help and donations for the dinner are always welcome!  
Let us know if you’d like to be on the email list to provide food  

and/or help serve. Call the church office at 218-724-3637. 

CHUM is “People of faith working 
together to provide basic necessities, 
foster stable lives, and organize for a 
just and compassionate community.” 

Chum Church—Sunday, March 8 
CHUM Church  Worship is open to all. The worship service is about 
½ hour long, has an easy-to-follow liturgy, familiar hymns, and a time 
for socializing. The worship service is accommodating to people 
experiencing memory loss. Pre-worship activities begin at 4:00pm 
and worship at 4:30pm, with a light supper following. For more 
information contact CHUM Church Coordinator, Sue Anderson,  
218-740-2498 or sanderson@chumduluth.org 

Peace Church Meals at CHUM Drop In Center  
(located at 125 North 1st Ave West) 

Wednesday Breakfast:  March 11 & 25 

Join this fun group at 9am and help fix breakfast  
for the folks at the Drop In Center. 

Women’s Brown Bag 
Study Group 

Wednesday, March 25  
            Noon in the Fireside Room 

Bring your own lunch and share 
conversation and devotions with Pastor 
Kathy. All women are welcome. This 
month we will be talking about the 
season of Lent. Men’s Breakfast 

March 5 & 19 at 7am 
Come to eat and converse at the New London Café, 4721 East 
Superior Street. We meet every other Thursday. All men are invited. 

CHUM Annual Meeting 

Thursday, March 5, 6:30–8:15 p.m. 

Asbury United Methodist Church 
6822 Grand Ave., Duluth 

Please join us for our annual business meeting where we will 
review the full financial and programmatic reports and elect new 
board members. Fellowship and refreshments at 6:30pm. Program is 
from 7:00–8:15 pm. 

The Minnesota FoodShare 
March Campaign 

March 1 to April 12 
The Minnesota FoodShare 
March Campaign brings 

together Minnesota organizations, 
schools, businesses, and places of 
worship to help keep 300 food shelves 
statewide stocked throughout the year. 
The March Campaign is the largest 
grassroots food and fund drive in the 
state, having raised $8 million dollars 
and 5.1 million pounds of food in 2019. 

So what do we need most? Money 
or food? We need both! But the CHUM 
Food Shelf can do much more with 
money. As a member of Second 
Harvest Food Bank, our money goes 
much farther than it would shopping at 
Super One or Cub Foods. Each $1 
donated buys $7 worth of food—that's 
seven times more!!! Let us know how 
you want to help. If you have questions 
or want more information, contact Scott 
Van Daele, (218) 727-2391. 

Peace Prayer Chain 
A wonderful opportunity for you, 
if you want to volunteer from 
the comfort of your own home. 
After more than 15 years of 
coordinating the Peace Church 
prayer chain, Bob and Kay 
Stevens are retiring. This will 
allow them to pursue other 

volunteer opportunities, and it will give 
you a chance to be a key part of this 
vibrant and vital ministry. Please 
contact Nathan, Janell or the Stevens 
for more information, or to volunteer. 

Donations Needed! 
The Chum drop in center is in need of gloves and 
mittens, sizes L and XL. Thank you for your ongoing 
donations and support. 

Recycling Peace: Oak TV cabinet 
and oak stereo cabinet, contact Cathy 
Ameel, 724-2750. 

mailto:svandaele@chumduluth.org
mailto:svandaele@chumduluth.org
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First Year Confirmation 
The First Year Confirmation Class meets on the 

first and third Wednesdays of each month from  
7–8:15pm.  

Wednesday March 4: Gospel of Mark, Chapters 5–6  

Wednesday March 18: Gospel of Mark, Chapters 7–8 

Wednesday Activities  

Wednesday Activity Schedule  
5pm: Centering Prayer in Chapel (4:30 Info) 

5:30-6pm: Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 

6-7pm: Bible Study in the Mindanao Room 

6-7:15pm: Kids’ Club in the  
Lakeview Classroom for 2nd-5th graders.  

Younger kids can play in the Preschool Room 

6-7:30pm: Middle School Youth Group  
in the Youth Room 

6:15pm: Adult Choir in the Music Room 

7-8:15pm: Confirmation in the Fireside Room 

Kids’ Club for 2nd-5th graders! 
6:00pm to 7:15pm Wednesdays 

Lakeview Classroom 
Kids’ Club meets every Wednesday from 6 to 
7:15pm. We have been weaving “Ojos de Dios” or 
God’s Eye’s and learning of their origin with the 
indigenous Huichol people of western Mexico. We’ve 
studied Tibetan Prayer flags and connected prayer 
with the health of our natural world by painting our 
own flags. And of course, there is always lots of 
Legos and coloring on Wednesday nights! It is a 
great time for Peace children to get to know each 
other. 6-7:30pm—Kids 1st grade and under are 
welcome in the nursery with childcare staff where 
they play board games, Legos, or enjoy free play. 
Please note: Kids’ Club now ends at 7:15pm. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
6pm in the Mindanao Room 

Join Pastor Kathy and Rev. Bob Stevens using 
the Lectio Divina method of reading the Gospel 
lesson for the coming Sunday. Lectio Divina is 
listening to scripture. We are listening for the still, 
small voice of God that will speak to us. We read 
slowly, attentively, gently listening to hear a word or 
phrase that is God's word for us this day. We close 
with prayer, each praying for the person on his or 
her right. Join us every Wednesday at 6 pm as we 
practice this ancient and yet very relevant method of 
Bible study. 

Wednesday Dinner Menu 
We can always use help for prep at 4pm, and for 

clean-up after the meal. Let us know if you can help! 

**Please Note: For Lent we will be serving soup and 
bread each week.  

March 4:   Cheeseburger Soup/Boca Burger Soup 

March 11: Gumbo and Cajun Vegetable Soup 

March 18: Meat Chili and Meatless Chili 

March 25: Moroccan Butternut Squash and  
Chickpea Spinach Stew 

Vegetarian and 
Gluten Free 

options always 
available 

Centering Prayer in Chapel 
Wednesdays 5-5:30pm (4:30 info session) 
Centering Prayer is a modern Christian 

contemplative prayer practice, or a method of 
meditation. Its purpose is to learn to open ourselves 
to God’s extraordinary love in ordinary, daily life. All 
are welcome to join in this time of quiet meditation. 

Second Year Confirmation 
The Second Year Confirmation Class meets on the 

second and fourth Wednesdays of each month 

from 7–8:15pm. 

Wednesday, March 11: People of the Way…the early 
church (Spirit Creations Due) 

Wednesday, March 27: Hanna Widdes, a student of 
Rabbi David who is doing a project on anti-Semitism, 
will present to our second year confirmands. She is a 
senior at Marshall, and this is her senior project. Her 
goal is to educate young people about anti-Semitism. 

Kids’ Choir 
Children ages 5-12! Come sing with us for  

Palm Sunday, April 5. We will be practicing on 
Wednesdays at 6:00pm at Kids’ Club, March 4 
through April 1,

 
and Sundays right after church  

from March 8 through March 29 for 15 minutes 
(then cookies!). If this short term practice and these 
practice times work better for your children, then 
we can do it again for special occasions. Email 
Susan.LarsonKidd@drslk.com with questions. 

Lenten Vespers 

7:00pm on Wednesdays beginning March 4 
Prayers Around the Cross will be held each 
Wednesday in Lent in the Sanctuary. This service will 
begin on March 4 and continue each Wednesday until 
Easter. (Details on front page.) 
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Children’s Ministry  

Volunteer in the Nursery  
If you enjoy kids, consider 

volunteering in the nursery. We really 
need more volunteers from 10:30-
11:30am in the Peace nurseries on 
Sunday mornings. This is a great way 
to support all the young families that 
we love to have here at Peace Church!  
If you can help out please call the office 
and let the staff know. Thanks!! 

Take my hand. 

We will walk. 

We will only walk. 

We will enjoy our walk 

without thinking of arriving anywhere. 

Thich Nhat Hanh 

The simplicity of this quote embodies the concept of “just 
being” for me. Everyone needs simple, unstructured time. There 
is so much benefit in time deeply rooted in place so that we can 
center, feel our heart beat and connect with the underlying rhythm 
of life. We need this time, and our children need this time, for 
creative thought, for self-expression, self-propelled play, and for 
enabling clear focused thought. How else do we feel our 
connection within the web of life and feel the movement of spirit 
within?  

Please do take care of that precious and illusive “quality time” 
spent with self and family on the weekends. Sometimes when 
Sunday morning rolls around and the house is quiet, when the 
warm sun is streaming through the window on a cold winter day 
and you can smell coffee brewing in the kitchen, rushing out to 
Church isn’t the right choice. Maybe being fully present, lying on 
the floor with the kids in the sun and reading a book is the right 
choice.  

When I began as the Children’s Minister at Peace I began 
hearing, mostly from parents, apologetic explanations of not being 
at Church every Sunday. Ironically, I remember making the same 
rather embarrassed, somewhat guilty apologies to Pastor Kathy 
during my child-rearing days. Leftovers from my religious 
upbringing. (I may add, thankfully, Kathy never judged!) Here is the 
reality. Everyone in this Church community is so glad that you 
come when it’s right for you. There is no judgment. You are always 
welcome and everyone is so glad you come when you can. There 
are lots of interesting, inspiring things happening here, so please 
come and join in when it is right for you, your children and your 
lifestyle. No apologies necessary. Let’s simply enjoy the walk. 

~ Sharon Dawson, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Hey, Parents!  
Do you know about all the  

kid activities here at Peace? 
Sunday School is for all children 
preschool age through 5

th
 grade. We 

start in the sanctuary at 9:30am 
(parents welcome). After opening with 
song, storytelling and an uplifting 
affirmation, the children move to their 
classrooms with their teachers until 
10:20am. 

Kids’ Club is held every Wednesday 
from 6 to 7:15pm in the Lakeview 
classroom. It’s fun to come for dinner 
first at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
Kids can go to Kids’ Club while you 
attend Bible study, sing in the choir or 
relax and read a book. 

Kids’ Choir is trying out a new 
schedule beginning March 4! This will 
hopefully work for your schedule better. 
This is for children ages 5-12 years old.  

For more information on these activities, 
please check out page 6 or chat with 
Sharon, our Children’s Minister! 

Sunday School kids 
making hand prints 
for an art project to 
decorate our church 

Come see the kids’ art creation in the hallway near the office. 

Save The Date! 

Vacation Bible School will be held June 
15-19 from 9-12pm.  
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Youth 
It’s all about the relationships. Early 
in February, I got the awesome 
opportunity to be with 35 Peace 
folks at Winter Camp, a weekend 
spent at the beautiful Wolf Ridge 
Environmental Learning Center. 
There are so many reasons why I 
love taking my family there each 
winter—the adventure and 

challenge of the ropes course and rock climbing wall, the peaceful and 
beautiful ski trails they have there, and the wonder of chickadee landing 
where birds come and land on your seed-filled hands. But I think the main 
reason I love going year after year is seeing the incredible relationships 
that form, each day building on the last, getting closer and closer in a 
weekend of village life together. It’s particularly inspiring and beautiful to 
watch our youth and kids play together, running around the day room—this 
year we had a couple big trucks that smaller kids could sit in and bigger 
kids could push them around in circles, which of course happened 
constantly and was often accompanied by ramped up, energetic laughter. 
At the end of the weekend, we shared together some of the ways we 
shined as a community, where we most felt connected, and my favorite 
comment was by one of our 3 year olds, who simply and affectionately 
said the name of our son, “Sage.” Yes, it’s all about the relationships.  

And sometimes with relationships, it’s about expanding who you know and 
exploring the nature of your collective relationships. This month in our adult forums, 
we are going to be highlighting and inviting conversation with many of our African-
Heritage leaders, learning more about the work that they’re doing in our community 
and how that relates to the work we’re doing at Peace Church. As we know in our 
congregation, our collective relationships are often harmed by the ways racism 
plays out in our community and society. And so we will be listening and talking in 
our forums both with a curiosity about the important work that our speakers will be 
sharing, but also for how their sharing might illuminate the deeper work of repair 
that we might engage in when it comes to the larger work of dismantling racism. 
And in doing so, we will be living into deeper covenant with our regional Minnesota 
UCC Conference, which passed a resolution this last year calling on congregations to 
do work of repairing relationship in the context of racism.  

Yes, it’s all about relationships—both how we form deeper bonds with each other at a place like 
Wolf Ridge, and how we engage in larger collective relationship and work toward repair. This is 

what it means to build community. This month, I invite you to reflect on your relationships—how are your 
individual relationships? Are they building you up and giving you life? And how is your relationship to larger 
systems or groups of people? Are you aware of how racism is playing out around you? How are you engaged in 
collective repair in this time?   

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in” 

 ~Leonard Cohen 

March Youth Group 

Every Wednesday 6-7:30pm 

March brings us into Lent, and 
this month we’re going to be 
using a curriculum on spirituality 
and mental health, reflecting on 
the stressors that our youth are 
facing in their lives and ways we 
can support folks dealing with 
anxiety or depression. We always 
start at 6:00pm on Wednesday 
night in the youth room, and any 
middle school youth are welcome 
to join us for check in, 
conversation, prayer, and fun and 
snacks! Come join us this month 
for another great youth group. 
6pm on Wednesday night in the 
youth room! 

Nathan’s Column 

Men’s Retreat 

Friday, April 17–Sunday, April 19 
Clearwater Forest Retreat Center 

Our annual Men's Retreat will be held April 17-
19 at the Clearwater Forest Retreat Center. The 
facility near Deerwood is a great place to gather, 
relax, share some moments of reflection, and enjoy 
good food.  

The cost for the weekend is $110 (with 
scholarship/sliding scale available). You are welcome 
to come for only part of the weekend if this best fits 
your schedule, with the cost prorated. A sign-up sheet 
is available in the narthex or contact Nathan Holst at 
nathan@peaceucc.org for more information.  

Women’s Retreat  
Fresh Bread—Rising Up Together 

Friday, April 24–Saturday, April 25 
Our annual Women’s Retreat will once again take 

place at the beautiful Clearwater Forest Presbyterian 
Church Camp in Deerwood. We start with dinner on 
Friday night and end in mid-afternoon on Saturday. 
Cost is $45 with scholarships available. Sign up at 
church outside the office. If you would like to help with 
planning, let Pastor Kathy know.  

We will spend time thinking of all the stories of 
bread in the Gospels and in our lives. How have we 
been broken open, nourished, risen? Join us for this 
fabulous time together!   

Gabe Mayfield  
in Adult Forum 

Victor Adams,  
who helped lead  
the sermon 
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Many thanks to all 
our volunteers! 

Team and Committee 
Meetings 

Children’s Ministry Team:  
Thursday March 5 
5:00pm in Lakeview classroom 

Stewardship Team:  
Thursday March 5  
5:30pm in the Conference Room 

Acting for Justice Hub:  
Sunday March 8  
11:30am in the Fireside Room 

Worship & Arts Committee:  
Tuesday March 10 
5:30pm in the Music Room  

History Team:  
Wednesday March 11 
10am in the Heritage Room 

Property Team: 
Wednesday March 11 
6pm in the Sun Room 

Food & Fellowship Team:  
Wednesday March 11 
6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Finance Team:  
Wednesday March 11 
5:45pm in the Conference Room 

Dismantling Racism Team:  
Thursday March 12 
3:30pm in the Conference Room 

Health and Wellness Team:  
Sunday March 15 
11:30am in Conference Room 

Climate Justice Team: 
Monday March 16  
7pm in Conference Room 

Adult Ed Team:  
Tuesday March 17 
1:30pm in the Conference Room 

Shared Ministry Team:  
Wednesday March 25 
4:30pm in the Conference Room 

Beyond Violence Team:  
TBD—watch weekly emails  
for info. 

Moderator’s Report & Other Church News... 
Welcome to almost-spring. The days are longer and soon we will be in 

the lightest six months of the year. While we might still see snow outside, 
the brighter days put hope in our hearts…in many ways. 

The big news this month is the beginning of the search process for an 
Intentional Interim Minister in 2021. The “intentional” designation of this 
type of pastor indicates extra education and knowledge in bringing a 
mature congregation through a process of recognizing change, adapting 
to new ministry and revaluing all the strong beautiful attributes of Peace 
Church. The 18-month time allows all of us to process what we want 
going forward and will lead to a future search for a permanent pastor. In 
addition, we will look at the minister attributes the congregation identified 
in the transition discussion sessions last year. Those include: meaningful 
worship, gracious pastoral care, a team-oriented approach, strong caring 
leadership and knowledge and support of social justice. 

From the applicants, the council selected a search committee of eight. 
They are Diane Swanoski, Hope David, Doug Bowen-Bailey, Leanne 
Ventrella, Dick Goese, Bob Stevens, Tom Hystead and Laurie Berner. 
The selection of interim pastor will most likely be made by September for 
a January 1 start date. Thank you to the volunteers for search. 

It has been a busy winter, and we are enjoying multiple activities that 
enrich Peace. Winter camps, musical and educational offerings, ability to 
join in justice for all people, times to socialize, as well as our wonderful 
liturgy and services. We stay strong together and give thanks for the 
opportunity for the worship and the friendships. Thanks for Pastor Kathy, 
Nathan, all the staff, all the committees, and each other. 

Sue Isernhagen, Moderator 

Do you want to have a 
meeting at  

Peace Church?  
This is a friendly reminder to 

all who would like to use space 

at Peace Church: to schedule a 

meeting at Peace, please call 

Building Use Coordinator,  

Tim Peters, 314-566-2651.  

Coordinating Council  
Tuesday, March 17, 7pm  

in the Fireside Room 

 

 The PEACE BELL 
is a monthly publication of  

Peace United Church of Christ 
Duluth, Minnesota 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
Janell Kohls, Nancy Nelson,  

Elise Courtright 
Photographer: John Ameel 

ARTICLES DUE 
the third Monday of each month 

Monday March 16 
Send to office@peaceucc.org 

Help Needed! 
One more Coffee Coordinator is needed for the month of April.  
This is a great way to get to know more Peace people. The 

coordinators work with the volunteers that will be doing the set-up, 
serving and clean-up at coffee hour (after the 10:30 service) for two of 
the Sundays in April. There will be support in learning what to do, and in 
setting up the volunteer schedule for the month.  
Questions: Janell@peaceucc.org  

Recycling Peace… 

Victor Adams is in need of household goods. Contact the office for a list 
of needed items. Thanks! 

mailto:Questions%E2%80%94Janell@peaceucc.org
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Voices for Justice 

Voices for Justice    Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice. We are energized and 

heartened by hearing each other’s stories. Each month, we share a brief story from members of our community, 
learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes. If you would like to share your story, or 
want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office.  
Every story is a gift. 

Sara Carlson:  A Guide for Love and Justice 
When asked what she would most like to change in the world, Sara initially 

responded with a wry smile. “Everything!” She then focused on the issues that 
matter most deeply to her: the environment and immigration. She wishes our 
national parks were safe, that water was seen not as disposable but as the source 
of all life that it is. She has also been committed to working for marriage equality. 

Sara grew up on a farm in Wisconsin. From the time she was a child, she had a 
deep connection with nature. She grew up in a conservative religious family. When 
she was 16, she went with Youth With a Mission (YWAM) to Mexico, where she 
worked at an orphanage and also helped build cinder block homes. That 
experience opened Sara’s heart and eyes to the inequality in the world, and also to 
the fact that she had so much and needed to give to others. After finishing high 
school, she worked with YWAM for the next nine years. During this time, she did 
youth outreach throughout the US and Canada; led service learning trips to Mexico; 
developed mission outreach for the Atlanta Olympics; and worked on community development in India.  

While she was in India, she fell in love with a woman. As she wrestled with her heart and the dictates of her 
faith tradition, she received the message that “God doesn’t want you as you are,” and was sent to be 
“straightened out.” She was forced to leave the work she loved in India and returned to Wisconsin, where she 
earned a BA at the University in Madison. She later moved to Minnesota, where she earned a Masters in Social 
Work from UMD. 

Sara’s commitment to giving to others, helping to promote healing and justice in this world, has been at the 
heart of her life. She has worked with youth in residential treatment centers, and at Soltreks, a wilderness 
therapy program. She worked with a community offender reentry program through SOAR Career Solutions; was 
a counselor at the Minnesota Sex Offender Program in Moose Lake; has worked in hospice; and is currently a 
therapist in the student health center at UMD. She also volunteers with the American Red Cross, providing 
mental health assistance to communities dealing with disasters, including hurricanes in Houston and the Virgin 
Islands, fires, and most recently to the Fond Du Lac reservation after the funeral shooting. 

Reflecting on the connection between her faith and action remains a source of conflict for Sara. In her early 
years, she bought the message of her religious tradition “hook, line, and sinker.” She was an evangelist, but 
realized that while she loved the humanitarian service part, “I was terrible at proselytizing. Who was I to think 
my way was better?” Increasingly, the tension between her sexuality and her faith became a source of pain. 
 “I dedicated nine years of my life to serving a God who supposedly hates me.” She found it impossible to 
reconcile her faith and her sexuality, which led to her walking away from her faith. It was a time of crisis, for her 
faith was a core part of her life.  

Through the example and support of friends and her own spiritual quest, Sara found ways to claim her faith, 
her sexuality, and her compassion. She attended an “Opening Our Doors” conference, which led her to Peace 
Church. The first time she walked into Peace, she realized she had found spiritual welcome and the possibility 
of a spiritual home. For her, though, the wilderness remains a deeply spiritual place, a place where she can 
believe that “everything just might be OK.” 

Sara loves to travel. She and her partner, Melissa Gerads, have spent months with Work Away, an 
international program providing opportunities to work in countries around the world. They lived and taught in a 
refugee camp in Thailand, where they experienced first hand the longing for home, and for asylum in places like 
the US. Sara was struck by the gratitude and hope of the refugees, even as the US closed its doors to them. It 
was “humbling and infuriating.” 

Her commitment to working on immigrant issues led to her involvement with the Interfaith Committee for 
Migrant Justice. She helped with the remodeling of space in Peace church to house people in need of shelter. 
After viewing the movie Harriet, Sara has been inspired to think about the possibility of forming a new 
underground railroad for immigrants. She smiles as she considers being a new kind of wilderness guide. In 
reality, she already is: a guide who works to make love and justice tangible every day. 

Interviewed by Pamela Mittlefehldt 
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Steps for Justice 
“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness,  

and to walk humbly with God.” Micah 6:8 

Peace is a Just Peace church. We as a community are committed to doing justice, to 
radical welcome, to honoring the light. But in this time of challenge and upheaval, so many 
issues call for attention and commitment. At times, we feel powerless, as if our voices do 
not matter. 

How do we make a difference in this world? 

How do we become instruments of peace and justice? 

Pete Seeger offered one way:  “Inch by inch, row by row…” 

Each month in the Peace Bell, the Acting for Justice Hub offers specific suggestions for 
action—four specific ways to claim our voices, to make a difference, to do justice. It could 

be making a phone call, exploring a website, buying locally, writing a letter, signing a petition, showing up at a 
rally, watching a movie, singing a song, writing a poem, talking with a stranger... 

Inch by inch, step by step, voice by voice. 

**Attend the Clayton Jackson McGhie Memorial Events.  

Concert: “And They Lynched Him on a Tree” Sunday, March 8, 2pm at Mitchell Auditorium, featuring 

works by William Grant Still and the world premiere of Jean Perrault’s “We Three Kings.” Stay for 

refreshments and talk with co-conductors Josh Aerie and Jean Perrault, the Gichigami Trio, and orchestra/

chorus members. Doors open at 1:00 pm. Suggested donation of $15, but open to all. 

Contact event organizer Julia Cheng (218-343-1653) with any questions.  

Pre-registration is recommended through EventBrite: claytonjacksonmcghie.org/2020.  

 Authors Event/Book Signing: Sunday, March 29, 2-4pm  

    at Zenith Bookstore, 318 N Central Ave.  

One hundred years ago—in June 1920—Elias Clayton, Elmer Jackson, and Isaac 

McGhie were falsely accused, taken by force from the old city jail, and lynched in front 

of a cheering mob on the streets of Duluth, at the intersection where the Clayton 

Jackson McGhie Memorial now stands. Two authors who have written powerful works describing this 

event—Michael Fedo (author of The Lynchings in Duluth) and Warren Read (author of The Lyncher in Me)

—will be at Zenith Bookstore for a panel discussion. They will be joined by a member of CJMM, Inc., who 

will provide event details for the 2020 Commemoration. Profits from the books sold at this event will go to 

Clayton Jackson McGhie Memorial Inc. for the 2020 events. 

**Learn about a “banned” country. On January 31, the US State Department added six additional countries 

to the “travel ban” list—countries for which immigrant visas will no longer be granted. Immigrants from 

Nigeria, Myanmar, Eritrea, Sudan, Tanzania, and Kyrgyzstan will no longer be allowed into the US. Choose 

one nation and learn about it. Where is it located? Find a news article or clip about immigrants from the 

country you’ve chosen. What circumstances might have led to immigration from this place? Make this 

research a household, a family, or even a book group project. See what you can learn together! 

**Explore creative ways to care for the environment. 

1. Eat low on the food chain. Plant foods produce less carbon than animal foods. Cook one new plant-

based recipe this month. 

2. Try not to waste resources. Think before you buy. 

3. Fly less. 

**Take “March” literally: Keep "marching"  on gun safety reform.  

Keep calling, sending postcards and emails to Minnesota Senators Warren Limmer and Paul Gazelka to tell 

them to take a vote on background checks and the Red Flag bills before the session ends. We need all 

boots on the ground to continue marching towards gun safety reform. Contact Joan Peterson at 

joan.peterson1@gmail.com for more information. 

The Acting for Justice Hub at Peace Church includes five teams:  Beyond Violence, Climate Justice, 

Dismantling Racism, Global Ministries, and Migrant Justice. The Hub meets the second Sunday of each month 

at 11:30am. For more information on further ways to be involved, contact the Peace office. 

If you have suggestions for this monthly column, please contact Pamela Mittlefehldt pjmarch4@aol.com.  

Clayton 
Jackson 
McGhie  

Memorial 
Events 

https://claytonjacksonmcghie.org/2020
mailto:joan.peterson1@gmail.com
mailto:pjmarch4@aol.com
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NAMI Family Support 
Group 

NAMI Duluth offers family 
and friends of individuals 
living with a mental illness an 
opportunity to meet with 
others who share their 
concerns, to compare 
experiences and to learn 
from each other. Meets on 
the last Tuesday of the 
month, 6-7pm, at Miller Dwan 
Hospital, 502 E. 2nd St., in 
conference room 3. For 
information, call 218-409-
6566 or send email to 
namiduluth@gmail.org. 

East Timor 

Transforming People, Transforming US Policies  
20 Year Commemorative Delegation to Columbia 

Lyn Clark Pegg will be leading a Witness for Peace delegation to Bogota, 
Colombia on June 13-23, to strengthen solidarity with our partners and to 
learn how our continuing presence supports their efforts for a sustainable 
and peaceful future. Our solidarity matters! Contact Lyn Clark Pegg 
(carolynpegg@yahoo.com, 218-348-3048) for more information; see 
Facebook posting, Witness for Peace. 

Tom and Monica Liddle are our mission partners, serving in Lospalos, East Timor. Monica works as a 
Naturopathic Doctor in Immanuel Clinic Lospalos, and Tom, an ordained UCC minister, serves with the IPTL.  
 
Liddle Newsletter January 2020: RIP Kodae 

When we stepped across the threshold into Kodae’s house in Lospalos, I could tell he wasn’t breathing. His 
younger brother was sitting beside him on the dingy mattress he had been on for months, shooing flies away 
from the pale corpse. The smell in the room was putrid. The boy turned to us with tears in his eyes. Their 
father appeared from a side room. On seeing us he announced, “He just died.”  It was 4 in the afternoon, the 
sun was shining, and it was very quiet. 

Kodae had a massive tumor on his lower left jaw. When Monica first went to see him at the request of a 
mutual friend, the tumor was the size of a volleyball. That was January 11. Two days later the bottom half fell 
off, leaving a gaping, but painless, massive open wound. Over the next couple weeks we went to visit Kodae 
often. He was afraid of what was happening to his body. Yet both he and his father were hanging onto hope. 
Day after day his dad sat with him, lovingly cleaning his wound and repositioning his frail body. 

In the last week of January we were there for another visit. This day was different: Kodae was writhing and 
moaning in pain. Monica suggested medicine to ease the pain, which he was willing to try. Kodae had not 
taken any pain medicine until now, despite nearly a year of serious illness. I read scripture and prayed with 
him. A few days later, Kodae’s right leg swelled up. The next day his breathing became increasingly labored. 
As we left that day I pulled Kodae’s dad aside and talked to him, encouraging him to invite close family and 
friends to say goodbye to Kodae. 

Kodae’s tumor was the size of a marble for maybe a few years, according to stories we have heard from his 
friends and family. It eventually got bigger and in March 2020 he was referred to Dili, where doctors surgically 
removed the tumor. The biopsy, sent out of country to a pathology lab, showed cancer; Timor has no 
pathology lab of its own, and it has no treatment for most cancer patients beyond surgery. Kodae’s tumor 
came back within two months and grew rapidly. The family went back to Dili but doctors told them it was stage 
four cancer and there was nothing they could do. Kodae’s dad was desperate; they were given no treatment 
and no option but to go home and wait for death. 

Kodae’s story was on Timor’s television news program a couple months ago. In the TV interview, Kodae’s 
father expressed outrage. Though he had fought for Timor’s independence, he feels ignored, marginalized, 
oppressed. Helpless to get proper treatment for his 25-year-old son with cancer. 

Timor Leste invests less per capita in health care than any country in the world. Basic medicines are often 
in short supply. The well connected and the elites can go abroad for health care and higher education, and 
they do. Kodae’s dad knows this. It’s not fate, bad luck or a shortage of money that prevents some people from 
receiving decent health care in East Timor. It is the choices that people in power make that have far-reaching 
impacts on the lives of many. 

Blessings, Tom and Monica 

Essentia Grief Support Program for Kids and Teens 
The Essentia Health Foundation is offering free weekly and monthly 

sessions for kids age 7-12 and teens who are experiencing grief from the 
loss of a loved one. For more info call 218-786-4402 or email 
griefcenter@essentiahealth.org 

Follow Tom and Monica’s blog at  
timorsite.wordpress.com/ 

Community 

mailto:carolynpegg@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/WFPSolidarityCollective/posts/10158102509742422
https://timorsite.wordpress.com/
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Peace People/Library 
Keep in Your Prayers 

➢ Jan Eschbach, recovering from a severe electrical burn. Jan 
plans to be home soon. 

➢ Sarah Jessico, who continues to be in the care facility in 
Baxter. Cards can be sent to her address: CBHH, 14241 
Grand Oaks  Drive, Baxter MN 56425. 

➢ Those in our congregation who are undergoing treatment 
for cancer. 

➢ Mike Nugent who lives at the Silver Bay Veterans Home. 

➢ Judy Russell who is recovering from knee replacement 
surgery. 

➢ Tom Sharkey who is on hospice at Diamond Willow in 

Cloquet. 

➢ Charles House who has been hospitalized. 

➢ Elsie Cook recovering from hip surgery. 

➢ Kim Kruger, recovering from surgery for breast cancer. 

➢ Laura Tonkin, dealing with heart issues. 

Peace Church Library 

Thank You! 

➢Thank you to our Sunday Musicians in 
February-Emily Hisjulien, Ryan Lane, Sarah 
Greer, and the choir. 

Memorials 
Thank you for the gifts to Peace Church 

in memory of Jack Hennen from Terri and 
Brent Bakken, Moises and Cherie Robinson, 
the Andersen Family, Donald and Mary 
Dufek, Ronald and Mary Jo Lebens, David 
and Dianne Judd, Donald and Phyllis Miller, 
L.D. and Susan McCoy, Shakopee Chamber 
of Commerce, Kenneth and Wendy Motiuk 
and Jack’s Rummy group at Encanterra, AZ, 
Debbie Hennen-Bergman, Jessica and 
Rowan Broyles, D.P. and C.D. Hosbrook, 
Nick Lenzmeier and Xiaojing Zou. 

Thank you to Jean Severson for her 
donation in remembrance of Helen Wessberg. 

A support group for caregivers of loved ones with Alzheimer’s and other dementias that meets at Peace Church 
has donated eighteen books on related topics. These books have been processed and are on display on the 
shelves just inside the Fireside Room. They are ready for check-out from the Peace Church Library. We will be 
featuring a few of these books in our column each month. 

Creating Moments of Joy Along the Alzheimer’s Journey : A Guide for Families and Caregivers  
by Jolene Brackey 

In the Lingering Light : Courage and Hope for the Alzheimer’s Caregiver by Cynthia Fantasia 

Inside the Dementia Epidemic : A Daughter’s Memoir by Martha Stettinius 

Into the Shadows : A Journey of Faith and Love into Alzheimer’s by Robert DeHaan 

Meditations for Caregivers : Practical, Emotional and Spiritual Support for You and Your Family  
by Barry J Jacobs and Julia L Mayer 

Still Alice : A Novel by Lisa Genova 

Caregiver’s Guide to Dementia by Laura M Gitlin and Catherine Verrier Pierool 

A Guide for Families : Keeping the Person with Memory Loss Safer at Home  
by Kathy Horvath, Rose Harvey and Lauren Moo 

Hope for the Caregiver : Encouraging Words to Strengthen Your Spirit by Peter Rosenberger 

New children's books: 

Dragon Rider by Cornelia Fuke 

A Hippopotamus Ate the Teacher  
by Mike Thaker 

New Moon Sports: What Sports Can Do 
for You and What You Can Do for 
Sports 

Bear Feels Scared by Karma Wilson 

New adult books: 

War Against the Poor: Low-Intensity Conflict and Christian Faith  
by Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer 

Inherit the Holy Mountain: Religion and the Rise of American 
Environmentalism by Mark R Stoll 

The Happiness Hypothesis: Finding Modern Truth in Ancient 
Wisdom by Jonathan Haidt 

The Prey by Tom Isbell 
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New Members 

Thad Beech-Dziuk 

Family Members:  
Wife - Patty Beech-Dziuk, 
Son - Scott Dziuk, Daughter 
in law - Dana Dziuk, Grand 
Kids - Jillian & Adrienne, 
Step Kids - Eli and Talia 
Beech Brown, Step Dog - 
Gryphy 

What is your vocation? 
Woodworking / Manager / 
Installer / Technician 

What are your hobbies/
passions? Trail running, mountain biking, Nordic 
skiing, canoeing, backpacking 

What brought you to Peace? The core values of the 
church, all-inclusiveness, the church’s work with 
social justice, the church’s contribution to the poor in 
our community. 

What is an obscure fact about yourself that others 
may not know but would enjoy? I’ve built three 
saunas, two canoes, one house and have moved 17 
times in my life. I’m hoping my latest move will be my 
last one. 

Fabian and Anne 
Krafthefer 

Family Members: 
We raised four 
children—Holly, 
Matthew, Emilee 
and Peter. Gabriel 
and Eloise are our 
two grandchildren. 

What is your 
vocation? Both are retired—Anne was a teacher. 

What are your hobbies/passions? Fabian likes 
education equity and reform and Anne likes fiber arts 
and quilting. 

What brought you to Peace? United Baptist Christian 
Church (UBCC) had been our home church for many 
years. UBCC closed in the fall of 2018. 

Holly Pederson 

Family Members: Kaare 
(son), Anna (daughter), and 
Angel and Stella (dogs). 

What is your vocation? 
Minister/UCC—Hospice 
Chaplain. 

What are your hobbies/
passions? Family, friends, 
nature, travel, and learning. 

What brought you to Peace? Recent move and 
interest in justice. 

What is an obscure fact about yourself that others 
may not know but would enjoy? I’m a vegetarian. 

Wendy Gustofson 

Family Members: Daniel (son) 
who is 17, Izzy and Sirius (dogs) 
and Crutchie (cat). 

What is your vocation? I’m a 
Care Transition Coordinator at 
the St. Croix Hospice. 

What are your hobbies/
passions? Knitting, skiing, 
talking hospice, watching my son 
act and sing. 

What brought you to Peace? We had attended 
Peace United Church of Christ in Hartsburg, MO. 
How could we pass that sign? 

What is an obscure fact about yourself that others 
may not know but would enjoy? I love writing and 
dream about writing a book someday. 

Cyndi Brown 

Family Members: I live 
alone, but I have a brother 
and a sister here in 
Duluth, and a sister in 
Ohio. 

What is your vocation? 
In my heart of hearts, I am 
a teacher. 

What are your hobbies/
passions? Music, healing, learning, nature. 

What brought you to Peace? My mom, Vi Brown, 
attended Peace, as does my sister, Lisa Fitzpatrick.  
They brought me here, and it's my decision to stay 
and join. 

What is an obscure fact about yourself that 
others may not know but would enjoy? I was a 
high school track star (a sprinter). My friends called 
me The Flying Finn, in honor of Paavo Nurmi. 

Welcome to our new members who were 
received into membership during service on 
February 23. Here is a little information on 
each of them. Be sure to say hello the next 
time you see them around church! 
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March Volunteer Schedules 

Monday Meals at  
Dorothy Day House  

(1712 Jefferson) 
March 2: Tara Hoban 

March 9: Kay and Bob Stevens 

March 16: Robin Davidson 

March 23: Nancy Taggart 

March 30: Veronica Gaidelis-Langer 

Damiano Soup Kitchen 
Sunday, March 8 

1:20pm: Judith and Torstein Derauf, 

Heinitz family, Robin Davidson 

4:30pm: Phyllis and Scott Mead,  

Loni Cran-Hovis, Pat and Carl 

Sjoding 

Nursery 
March 1: Eric Holmstrom  

March 8: Elaine Schmid 

March 15: Taylor Wilcox 

March 22: volunteer needed 

March 29: Taylor Wilcox 

March Schedule 
Coordinators:  

Justin & Jessica Olson, 724-5210 

Judy Johnson, 218-340-6103 

March 1: 

Set up (9:45am): Lori Williams, Libby 
Fena 

Serve/clean-up (11:30am): Rick & Karola 
Dalen, Niki Hysjulien, Tim Johnson 

March 8: 

Set up (9:45am): Mary & Jeff Adams 

Serve/clean-up (11:30am): Laura 
Greensmith, Paul & Judy Hlina,  

March 15: No coffee hour (potluck) 

March 22:  

Set-up (9:45am): Sarah Nelson, Joe 
Ehlers, Jen Pearson 

Serve/clean-up (11:30am): Doug Zaun, 
Emily Larson, Bob & Rene 
Montgomery 

March 29:  

Set-up (9:45am): Stacy, Dave & Tyler 
Stark, Deb McLeod 

Serve/clean-up (11:30am): Volunteers 
needed 

Coming up – April 
Coordinators:  Sue Munns 

Need one more coordinator  

Eric & Jacqueline Blomstrom,  
218-316-0202 

Gary Anderson & Gary Boelhower, 
391-7404 

Ann Carlander & Burnell Peterson, 
218-485-1513 

Kim & Nancy Carlson, 525-3660 

Ron & Julie Deters, 626-2416 

Amy & Dan Fitzpatrick, 349-4546  

Carl & Catherine Carter Huber,  
340-0095 

Laurie & Dave Linder, 525-5991 

Carla Larson, 330-0769 

Susan Maras, 722-2097 

Alice & Sam Marks, 651-283-5010 

Angie Miller, 481-3321 

Lane & Nancy Palmer 464-1276 

Alan & Joan Peterson, 724-6570 

Adam Pine & Rebecca de Souza,  
267-235-6570 

Coffee Hour Teams 

Sunday March 1 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Harriet Crofts 

Ushers: Aimee Brown, Marilyn Mayry 

10:30 service 

 Lay Leader: Veronica Gaidelis-Langer 

 Greeters: Ellen Shelhon, Lori Williams, Ellyn 
Wiens 

 Ushers: Tim Peters, Sue Munns, Warren Post, 
Bud Trnka 

Sunday March 8 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Marge Anderson 

Ushers: Gayle and Jack Kelly 

10:30 service 

Lay Leader: Ellyn Wiens 

Greeters: Marci Tuggle, Amy Sullivan, Angie Miller 

Ushers: Tim Peters, Marsha Hystead, Judy 
Siegle, one volunteer needed 

Sunday March 15 

8:30 service  

Lay Leader: Cindy McLean 

Ushers: Kay and Bob Stevens 

10:30 service 

Lay Leader: Kelli Hallsten-Erickson 

Greeters: Ellen Shelhon, Ellyn Wiens, Lyn Kaim 

Ushers: Tim Peters, Phyllis Cook, Tom and Christine Day 

Sunday March 22 

8:30 service: Taizé Service– no volunteers needed 

10:30 service 

Lay Leader: Patty Beech-Dziuk 

Greeters: Cindy Macaulay, Marci Tuggle, volunteer needed 

Ushers: Tim Peters, Julie Flotten, Alison Wood,  
Susan Ranfranz 

Sunday March 29 

8:30 service:  

 Lay Leader: Harriet Crofts 

 Ushers: volunteers needed 

10:30 service 

Lay Leader: Veronica Gaidelis-Langer,  

Greeters: Amy Sullivan, Allen Shelhon, Bill DeRoche 

Ushers: Tim Peters, Cindy Macaulay, Sue Munns,  
Phyllis Cook 

March Acolytes 
March 1: Andrew Holmstrom, Jonah Greensmith 

March 8: Lilli Guidinger, Niko Fornear 

March 15: Simon Langer, Lyra Luoma 

March 22: Micah Seele, Saul Connell-David 

March 29: Caleb Courtright, Autumn Doberstein 
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Peace United Church of Christ 
1111 North 11th Avenue East 
Duluth, MN 55805-1517 
 
(218) 724-3637 
www.peaceucc.org 
E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 

Non-profit  
Organization 

US Postage PAID 
Permit No. 84 

Duluth, MN 

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF 
Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Minister:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Sharon Dawson 

Visitation:  Cheryl Walsh 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation:  
Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, Rev. John Szarke , and Rev. Sara Olson Dean 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Monday-Thursday: 9am-3pm, Friday: 9am-noon 

PHONE:  218-724-3637 Web: peaceucc.org Facebook: peace.church.duluth  
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Kathy: knelson@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org  

Jim: jim@peaceucc.org       Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org    Sharon: Sharon@peaceucc.org 
        Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org         Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 

Tim Peters: tpnc53@gmail.com 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30am and 10:30am 

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events,  
please send an email request to the church office: office@peaceucc.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters 

Newsletter Editor: Elise Courtright 


