
  

 

DECEMBER 2019 

Blood Drive on December 8 
8am to noon 

Peace Church will host a blood drive 
through Memorial Blood Centers on 
Sunday, December 8, from 8am-12pm. 
The bus will be located in the church 
parking lot. You can schedule an 
appointment at the church or by contacting 
Cathy Ameel at ameelcj123@aol.com.To 
learn more about donating blood or to 
establish an account, you can visit their 
website at http://www.mbc.org/Home.  

Christmas Eve Worship 
December 24 at 4pm and 10pm 

    The 4pm service will have a hymn sing 
starting at 3:30pm. This service includes a 
story for all ages, a drama, “Modestita’s 
Gift” led by our middle school youth and 

special music by Eva Reistad, our 
youth and Rachel Peterson. We will 
end in candle light and “Silent Night” 
played by the Hanka family.    

   The 10pm service will have 
anthems by our senior choir, brass 
accompaniment, special music by 
Maddie and Tim Carpenter and a 
homily by Pastor Kathy.  This service 
will end in candlelight and the singing 
of Silent Night. Join us this holy 
evening as we worship our God with Us!  

This service will be audiostreamed from 
our website, www.peaceucc.org. 

Christmas Eve Supper  
5pm in the Fellowship Hall 

All are Welcome! 
Join us for a Christmas Eve supper of 

soup, salad, and Christmas cookies 
following the 4pm service.  This is a great 
time to gather with others who may be 
alone or whose families are far away!  
Sign up outside the office if you can help 
by bringing bread, salad, soup or cookies. 
Join us!   

Prayers Around the Cradle  
Wednesdays in December, 
beginning December 4 
7:00pm in the Sanctuary  

    This meditative worship includes 
quiet singing, silence, prayer and the 
lighting of candles— time for reflection and prayer as we journey 
toward Christmas (December 4, 11, and 18). Gudrun Witrak and 
Beth Bartlett will help lead this time of prayer. The liturgy lasts 
about 20 minutes based on each participant’s need for silence 
and prayer. Confirmands will start their classes in the sanctuary 
and Middle School Youth group will be in the sanctuary.  

ADVENT and CHRISTMAS at PEACE CHURCH 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Sunday, December 15 at 10:30 service  

“The Special Star”  
This year’s pageant will be the story of a certain birth in 

Bethlehem from the viewpoint of a very special little star who 
wonders when it will be able to shine bright and light the world 
with JOY. There will be some traditional Christmas songs for us 
all to join in on and after the pageant there will be Birthday cake 
for the newborn baby Jesus in the Fellowship Hall.  

Advent Workshop 

Sunday, December 1 at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall 
   Adults and children are welcome to join us as we prepare for 
Advent. We will make the large Advent wreath for the church 
and a small candle wreath for you to bring home. There will be 
card making, cookie decorating and ornament making between 
the services, while enjoying the 
scent of evergreens.  
We hope to see you there!    

Choir Cantata 
Sunday December 22 at the 10:30 Service 

Handel's Messiah! Please come to this year’s choir cantata 
to hear Handel's masterpiece "Messiah" with soloists, full chorus, 
and orchestra. Many musical special treats throughout the 
service from exceptional musicians.  

Solstice Celebration  

Saturday, December 21 at 6 pm in the Fireside Room 
See page 6 for more information.     

http://www.mbc.org/Home
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From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 
“And in that region there were shepherds abiding in the fields 

keeping watch in the night.” These words about abiding in the fields, 
keeping watch in the night, touched me as I read them recently, for 
this has felt like a shadow time in so many ways. Our hearts have 
been broken by too many funerals this year—Xavier, Nathalia, Denise, 
Helena, Gus, Pearl, to name just a few. And we have felt urgency in 
the ongoing work for immigration justice, gun control and the critical 
work on mitigating climate change. 

Yet the message of Christmas is that our God comes to us as we 
are abiding in the night times of our lives. God cares about the ones 
we may not see. The shepherds were abiding in the hillside keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. They were truly outsiders—everyone 
else had gone home to be counted, but they didn’t count. No one 
cared if they were part of the census. But God cares deeply about them, 
and they are the first to know the good news. The angels burst upon them and sing out the good news—good 
news of great joy for ALL people.  

How startled they must have been, not only because they were perhaps resting, but startling even more, 
because people rarely talked to shepherds, let alone angels. Shepherds were considered outsiders, not only 
because they lived outside with their animals, but because of their constant contact with beasts they were ritually 
unclean and, frankly, they stank. You just didn’t talk to shepherds. And yet, this God who abides with us sends 
angels to tell them first.  

The shepherds were the first to know of this good news, and they left the fields and went to seek the child. 
They found him wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. Luke mentions these swaddling clothes 
three times as he tells this story. He wants us to remember that this infant Jesus will grow, to become the man 
who will be wrapped in a linen cloth lying in a tomb. But that would not be the end of the story. 

Not the manger, nor the tomb, could hold this one, this God who abides with us. Jesus would not just occupy 
those spaces; he would transform them into new life, new hope. Our faith shows us that death and hate will not 
have the last word—life and love did and always will. That’s the real message of Christmas. 

May God abide in each of you in this season. May our hearts and lives be open to this extravagant love. We 
are witnesses to this love—newborn love lying in a manger and eternal love laid in a tomb, but not occupying 
either for very long. May we continue to share God’s resurrection love at loose in our world. 

Peace friends  ~  Pastor Kathy 

Peace Winter Retreat  
at Wolf Ridge Learning Center 

Friday, February 7– Sunday, February 9, 2020 
Make plans now to attend the Winter Retreat! Cost is $143.75 per 

person for the whole weekend. Children 4 years of age and younger are 
free. Scholarships available on a sliding fee scale (up to half the cost). In 
addition to the sliding scale, if there are families with more than 2 kids, 
Peace will cover the cost after families have paid for adults and 2 kids 

(for example, if a family has 3 kids, Peace will 
cover the cost of the 3

rd
 child).  Call or e-mail the 

Peace office now to reserve your family’s place. 
Payments will be due in the Peace office on 
Monday, February 3, 2020. Wolf Ridge will do 
the outdoor programming and Nathan will 
coordinate the faith programming and music. 
Our hope is that when Peace’s children are 
wrapped in Blessing Blankets on high school 
graduation Sunday, they will have deep roots in 
a church family where they learned to Praise 
God, Live in the Way of Jesus, and work toward 
Beloved Community—roots from which their 
faith will grow and continue to sustain them.  

Christmas Fund Offering  
Sunday, December 22 

You have the opportunity to be a 
part of the ministry that cares for the 
active and retired clergy and lay 
employees of the United Church of 
Christ through your participation in this 
year's Christmas Fund Offering. Your 
gift to the Christmas Fund will not only 
assist pastors in financial crisis, but 
also provide for the Supplementation of 
Small Annuities, Supplementation of 
Health Premiums, Emergency Grants, 
and Christmas “Thank You” Gift 
Checks next December to lower-
income retirees. Your gifts are needed 
more than ever to help the growing 
number of retirees whose low-income 
annuities make it difficult to meet 
increasing living costs. This is your 
opportunity to participate in God's 
promise of renewal by enabling this 
ministry of compassion and care.  

2018 Christmas Pageant 
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Sundays in December 

We continue to have two services on Sunday mornings, at 8:30am and 10:30am. 

At our 8:30 service, we share communion every Sunday. At our 10:30 service, we share communion the first 

Sunday of the month. The sermon and children’s time at both services is the same except for the fourth  

Sunday of each month when our 8:30 service is a Taizé Service (prayer, song, scripture, and meditation).  

Adult Forums 

Sunday mornings at 9:30am  
Grab a cup of coffee and come  

to the Fireside Room 

Tending the Earth, Tending Each Other 

Sunday, December 1– Advent Workshop  

Sunday, December 8– Kaitlyn McKechnie & Aaron 
Crowell: Kaitlyn and Aaron, both a part of Peace 
Church, have been connected to a growing movement 
of early childhood play based out of China called Anji 
Play.  They have been working on bringing this 
framework to the Duluth area, and are excited to share 
more about it.  Come hear them talk about how love, 
play, and reflection are an integral part of how we care 
for each other—and in doing so, creating the kinds of 
communities that will sustain us as we tend the Earth.   

Sunday, December 15 – Paul Hlina & Judy Gibbs 
Both Peace church members, Paul and Judy will be 
sharing about their experiences on the Superior Hiking 
Trail.  As many of us know, in order to engage some of 
the more difficult tasks of climate justice, of tending the 
Earth, we must have ways to sustain and keep 
ourselves grounded in order to do the work.  Come 
connect over one of our treasures in this area—the 
Superior Hiking Trail.   

Sunday, December 22 – We will share Bible stories on 
the birth of Jesus.  

Sunday, December 29 – Join us for our Potluck Brunch 
in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sunday, December 1   
First Sunday of Advent  

Scripture: Isaiah 2: 1-5, Romans 13: 11-14  
 and Matthew 24: 36-44  

Sermon: “Called to Gift” by Pastor Kathy   

Communion will be celebrated together at both of 
our services. Special music at 8:30 by Buzz 
Munns and at 10:30 by our Peace Band featuring 
Emily Hysjulien.  

Sunday, December 8  
Second Sunday of Advent 

Scripture: Isaiah 11: 1-10, Matthew 3: 1-12 

Sermon: “Vision of Peace” by Pastor Kathy.  

Special music at 8:30 by Buzz Munns, and 10:30 
by “That Other Band”. 

Sunday, December 15 
Third Sunday of Advent   

8:30am Service 

Scripture: Luke 1: 46-55  

Sermon: “Heart Beat of Justice” by Pastor Kathy. 
We will also have communion and our choir  
will sing.  

10:30am Service  

The children will present their annual 
Christmas Pageant “The Special Star”.  

Sunday, December 22  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8:30: Taizé Service  

10:30: Annual Choir Cantata “Handel’s 
Messiah”  The Cantata will feature  several 
soloists, choir, and orchestra. We will also receive 
our Christmas Fund offering.  

Sunday, December 29  
First Sunday After Christmas 

There will only be one worship service  
at 10:30 this morning!  

Scripture: Isaiah 63: 7-9, Psalm 148  
 and Matthew 2: 13-23 

Sermon: “Weeping and Worship” by Pastor Kathy 

Special music by Wendy Durrwachter  
 and we will have a hymn sing.  
There will be a special potluck brunch for all at 
9:30 in the Fellowship Hall. Pastor Kathy will 
make several egg bakes, but other breakfast items 
are welcome! 

Sign Language Interpreting   
An ASL (American sign language) interpreter is 

available at the 10:30 worship service on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays of the month, or by request.  

If interpreting services are needed, please request 
through the church office three days in advance. 

Christmas Blues Gathering 
Because Christmas can also be a difficult time for so 

many for a variety of reasons, we are creating a space 
here at Peace for folks to come and bring their full 
selves, and invite a space to express grief, loss, or 
other emotions that are often not welcomed during the 
holidays.  Come join us on Sunday, December 8th 
from 3:00-4:00pm at Peace in the Fireside Room for 
songs, ritual, and a time of sharing and support 
together.  If you have any questions, you can reach out 
to Nathan Holst at nathan@peaceucc.org.   

Christmas 
Caroling  
at noon. 

See page 6 
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Opportunities for Education and Service/Groups, Gatherings  

Monday Women’s Book Group  

There is no meeting in December 

Fourth Tuesday Podcast Lunch 

There is no meeting in December 

Soma Yoga Class  

Mondays, 9:00‐10:15am in the Fireside Room 
Soma Yoga is safe and gentle, and involves a 

combination of chair, standing, and mat 
poses. Robin Davidson leads this class. 
This class is suited for all levels of ability. A 
free-will offering to Peace Church of $3.00 
per class is suggested.  

The Sunday Special  
We are a spiritual and social support group for 

individuals, families, caregivers and workers who live 
and work with disabilities, special needs and mental 
health issues. 

No Meeting in December—We can check in with 
each other over coffee during fellowship time after the 
10:30 service throughout the month. 

January 26: Movie in Fireside Room  

Have a very Merry Christmas  
 and a Happy New Year!! 

Amy Sullivan & Penny Cragun 

PALS (Peace Adults Learning & Socializing) 

Thursday, December 12, 6:30pm 

PALS Annual Christmas party  
Place a bright red and green bow on your 

calendar for PALS annual Christmas party. For this 
event only, PALS will stand for Party Appetizers 
and Luscious Sweets!! 

We'll have appetizers and desserts at Pat and 
Lynn Devlin's home, 4455 Sugar Maple Drive, 
Hermantown, MN. Non-alcoholic beverages, 
assorted chips/dips will be provided. Because we 
aren't having dinner, bring a heavy appetizer or 
dessert and beer, wine or liquor. Please RSVP with 
what you plan to bring (only 4 or 5 desserts, please) 
by December 6 to lpdev4455@gmail.com or call  
728-2592 or 343-4110 (Lynn's cell). 

And Looking Ahead… 
January 23 - Sam Cook at the Woods' home. 

February 27 - Tweed Museum visit. 

March 26 - "Spamalot" - see info below for tickets.  

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
Wednesday, December 18  
Noon in the Fireside Room 

Join us in the Fireside Room for a reading of the 
Christmas stories and the sharing of favorite 
Christmas memories. Bring your lunch and 
Christmas cookies to share. There will be carol 
singing too. All are welcome.    

Men’s Breakfast 

December 12 & 26 - 7am, New London Cafe  
Come to eat and converse at the New London 

Café, 4721 East Superior Street. We meet every 
other Thursday. All men are invited to attend. 

Daytime Book Club  
for Men and Women 

Thursday, December 19 
10am in the Fireside Room 

Facilitated by Alice Marks, this group meets on the 
third Thursday of each month. In December the 
group will be discussing the book Ordinary Grace by 
William Kent Krueger. 

March Activity for PALS 
 We will be attending the play Spamalot at the 

NorShor Theatre on Thursday, March 26. Group 
seats can be reserved before they are released to the 
public if we get a number attending by the end of 
November. The group ticket prices for the upper 
balcony are $40 per person with a group of 15 or 
more. Payment must be made when ordering, and 
can be left in the church office payable to Diane 
Swanoski (they want only one check per group).  

If you are interested in attending, please email 
Diane at mdswanoski@aol.com or call 218-213-8001. 
We will also plan to eat dinner before at Zeitgeist 
(additional cost) for anyone interested. Everyone is 
welcome. Hope to see you there. 

Alternative Gift Giving Opportunity 

Sunday, December 8 — 9:30–noon  
Peace Church Fellowship Hall 

You will have the opportunity to purchase gifts  
from Haji Dokhanji, a professor at UWS who has many 
connections with refugees (the purchase of these gifts 
supports their families), homemade items from the 
Langers and $10 bookmarks to support the work of 
Tom and Monica Liddle, our mission partners in  
East Timor. 

mailto:lpdev4455@gmail.com
mailto:mdswanoski@aol.com
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More Peace Church News / CHUM   

Volunteer in the Nursery  
If you enjoy kids, consider 

volunteering in the nursery. We really 
need more volunteers from 10:30-
11:30am in the Peace nurseries on 
Sunday mornings. This is a great way 
to support all the young families that 
we love to have here at Peace 
Church! If you can help out please call 
the office and let the staff know. 
Thanks!! 

Chum Church   
Christmas Pageant and Dinner  

Peace Church hosting! Donations Needed! 

We are the hosts for Chum Church Christmas dinner and 
worship on Sunday, December 8.  If you would like to help with the 
dinner or worship, please let Pastor Kathy know. We will need help 
from 4–7pm. Musicians are needed also—for special music or to 
sing in the Chum Church Choir. Children are also welcome to 
participate in the pageant. Thanks to all who have already signed 
up! We could use one more donation of 2 dozen cupcakes.  

Peace Church Meals at CHUM Drop In Center  
(located at 125 North 1st Ave West) 

Wednesday Breakfast:  December 4 & 18 

Join this fun group at 9am and help fix breakfast  
for the folks at the Drop In Center. 

Thursday CHUM Dinner December 19 

Help and donations for the dinner are always welcome! Let us know 
if you’d like to be on the email list to provide food and/or help serve. Call 
the church office at 218-724-3637. 

CHUM is “People of faith working 
together to provide basic necessities, 
foster stable lives, and organize for just 
and compassionate community.” 

Donations Needed! 
Special Drive for underwear and socks for the Chum Drop-in 

Center. Look for the Red Donation Box at our “Giving Table” behind 
the couch in the Narthex! See also the collection box for items for 
gift bags for Chum dinner (see next page for more info). 

Bring Us Your Reusable  
Shopping Bags! 

The Duluth City Council ;has 
passed an ordinance that requires 

Duluth vendors to charge 
customers a nickel for each 
single-use plastic bag they 
dispense. The stated intent 
of the ordinance is “to 
reduce litter and the harmful 
environmental impact 

caused by single-use carryout bags.” 
Our Peace Church Acting for Justice 
Hub has signed on to a petition 
supporting this ordinance. It is a 
simple thing we can do to show 
support for preventing plastic pollution 
and to assist those of lesser means 
who may feel a negative impact from 
the proposed fees on single use bags. 

To help make sure that all citizens 
of Duluth have access to reusable 
bags, Peace Church will be a 
collection site for reusable shopping 
bags. Look for the collection bin in the 
church narthex. Bags will be donated 
to folks who can use them. Thank you 
for helping reduce plastic pollution! 

Christmas Eve CHUM Noon Vigil 

Tuesday December 24 On the steps of City Hall 
Let us make room this Christmas season...room in our hearts 

and in our community for those who have nowhere to call home for 
the holidays. CHUM invites you to join us as we remember those 
in our community without homes who have died in the past year, 
and hear the message of hope for a new year. 

Peace Prayer Chain 
Did you know Peace 
Church has a whole 
group of people who 
will pray for you, your 
friends & loved ones? 
Concerns or joys, 
illness or celebrations, 
worries or 
congratulations—we 

are here for you! Call the church 
office, Bob & Kay Stevens at  
724-4865, or Sharon Crosby at  
624-5582. 

O Holy Night 
December 13 and 14 at 7:30pm  

Cathedral of our Lady of the Rosary 
Offering benefits CHUM 

The College of St. Scholastica Choral program presents this 
annual celebration, reflecting on the Christmas season through 
song. This program of sacred and secular Christmas music will 
warm your hear and welcome you into the Christmas spirit.  

Tickets are $15, available at spotlight.css.edu. In conjunction 
with CHUM, a freewill offering will be collected for the Steve O’Neil 
Apartments. 
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Holiday Opportunities 

Take a tag from the Giving Tree! 

Loaves and Fishes:  The green tags on the Giving Tree in 
the Narthex are for gifts for the children coming to the Loaves 
and Fishes Christmas party. Unwrapped gifts need to be 
returned to Peace Church by Tuesday, December 10.  

Life House:  Take a red tag from the Giving Tree to give a gift 
to the youth at Life House. Bring your unwrapped gift to Peace 
Church by Monday, December 16, with the tag attached. 

Hildegard House:  Yellow tags are for Hildegard House 
(housing victims of sex trafficking). Please have gifts in gift 
bags at Peace Church by Tuesday, December 10. 

Grandmothers for Peace Toy Drive 
Grandmothers for Peace once again will be collecting gifts for 

children this holiday season. They are particularly asking for new 
and gently used books and art supplies, unwrapped.  Thank you 
ahead of time for your generous contributions. You will find a 
collection box in the Narthex. The gifts will be delivered to 
AICHO, Safe Haven, and CASDA. Thank you! 

Gifts for December Thursday Chum Meal 
Cathy Carlson and her Third Thursday Chum Dinner crew are 

planning a special Christmas meal for December 19.  
They are putting together gift bags and would like donations of 
toiletries, soap, gloves, and mittens. Look for a collection jar for 
one dollar bills also. We will be helping to fill the bags on 
Wednesday December 18 in the Fellowship Hall at 6pm. 

Cookies for the Jail 
Every year we provide at least 15 dozen cookies for 

the jail Christmas party! Please sign up in the Narthex 
if you can provide cookies, and bring cookies to the 
church by Monday December 9.  

Pies for Loaves and Fishes 
We are hoping to provide 12 pies this year for the Loaves and 

Fishes Christmas party. Sign up at church or call the office if you 
can donate a pie. Please drop off pies on Saturday December 
14 between noon and 2pm at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 1710 
E Superior (use back entrance off Greysolon Road). If you need 
to drop off earlier, call Joel at 340-4356. 

POINSETTIA ORDER 
Please fill out and place in the offering plate or send to the office by Friday December 20. 

Poinsettias will decorate our sanctuary on Christmas Eve—feel free to take your poinsettia home after the service. 
 

Name               
 

 I wish to order ______ poinsettias at a cost of $20.00 each,  

 ___in memory of / ___in honor of the following person(s): 

           

             

             

             

Christmas Caroling to  
Homebound Members 

Sunday December 15  
after lunch at church 

   Join us for a light lunch of soup and 
then caroling to some of our members 
living in local nursing homes or assisted 
living residences.  It is a great way to get 
out and sing with our members!  We will 
be visiting Helen Wessberg and Joyce 
Riggle.  If you know of someone else  
who would like carolers, please let Pastor 
Kathy know.  

COATS NEEDED  
at the St. Louis County Jail.  

Folks who are released from jail this 
time of year often do not have winter 
clothes to wear when they leave. Please 
help by donating coats for men and 
women! Larger sizes for men are 
especially needed. Drop off coats or 
sweatshirts at Peace Church (be sure the 
pockets are empty), and Pastor Kathy will 
take them to the jail on Thursdays, when 
she goes there for her weekly women’s 
bible study. 

Please note: Money from the poinsettia 
orders will go to the transportation fund to 
assist people with taxi rides to church. 

Solstice Celebration  

Saturday, December 21 at 6 pm     
Let’s share the longest night of the year 
together! We’ll have a fire, and roast 
hotdogs (turkey and vegan); we’ll sing, 
eat lots of chocolate and watch the 
Solstice episode from Northern 
Exposure.  
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First Year Confirmation 
The First Year Confirmation Class meets on the 

first and third Wednesdays of each month from  
7–8:15 pm.  

In December we will meet in the sanctuary for 
Prayers Around the Cradle.  

December 4: A path to follow: 
 the Ten Commandments. 

December 18: The Christmas Stories in Luke  
 and Matthew. 

Wednesday Activities  

Wednesday Activity Schedule  
5pm: Centering Prayer in Chapel (4:30 Info) 

5:30-6pm: Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 

6-7pm: Bible Study in the Mindanao Room 

6-7:30pm: Kids’ Club in the  
Lakeview Classroom (2nd-5th graders) 

6-7:30pm: Middle School Youth Group  
in the Youth Room 

7pm: Prayers around the Cradle in the Sanctuary 

6:15pm: Adult Choir in the Music Room 

7-8:15pm: Confirmation in the Fireside Room 

Kids’ Club for 2nd-5th graders! 
6:00pm to 7:30pm Wednesdays 

Lakeview Classroom 
After Wednesday dinner come up to Kids’ Club and 

check it out. We’ve been learning about bees and 
tasting honey, ringing bells and doing yoga. There are 
things like art and Legos and games to play every 
Wednesday. We work on having fun with kindness 
toward ourselves, each other and toward the 
environment we all share.  

6-7:30pm—Kids 1st grade and under are 
welcome in the nursery with childcare staff where they 
may play board games, Legos, or enjoy free play. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
6pm in the Mindanao Room 

Join Pastor Kathy and Rev. Bob Stevens using 
the Lectio Divina method of reading the Gospel 
lesson for the coming Sunday. Lectio Divina is 
listening to scripture. We are listening for the still, 
small voice of God that will speak to us. We read 
slowly, attentively, gently listening to hear a word or 
phrase that is God's word for us this day. We close 
with prayer, each praying for the person on his or 
her right. Join us every Wednesday at 6 pm as we 
practice this ancient and yet very relevant method of 
Bible study. 

Kids’ Choir  
Due to the Christmas Pageant the Kid’s Choir will 

be on hiatus until after the New Year. At that time we 
will keep you posted on the choir’s activities. Stay 
tuned all of you who like to sing.  

Wednesday Dinner Menu 
We can always use help for prep at 4pm, and for 

clean-up after the meal. Let us know if you can help! 

December 4: Ham, baked beans and 
macaroni and cheese 

December 11: Beef stew and squash 
stew 

December 18: Papa Murphy’s Pizza 

Vegetarian 
and Gluten 

Free options 
always 

available 

Centering Prayer in Chapel 
Wednesdays 5-5:30pm (4:30 info session) 
Centering Prayer is a modern Christian 

contemplative prayer practice, or a method of 
meditation. Its purpose is to learn to open ourselves 
to God’s extraordinary love in ordinary, daily life. All 
are welcome to join in this time of quiet meditation. 

Second Year Confirmation 
The Second Year Confirmation Class meets on the 

second and fourth Wednesdays of each month 

from 7–8:15 pm. 

December 11: Jesus, Cross and Cradle—a look at 
the hints of resurrection in the Christmas stories of 
Luke and Matthew.  

December 25: No Class due to the Christmas Break  

Service Learning Opportunity for Our 
Senior High Youth 

Friday, March 13 -Sunday, March 15  
Urban Immersion in Minneapolis 

Urban Immersion Service Retreats (UISR) is a 
program of the Greater Minneapolis Council of 
Churches that creates and facilitates retreats focused 
on educating participants about the complexities of 
poverty through a lens of faith and service in their 
community.  

We will stay at a Retreat Center on Chicago Ave. 
and Lake St. The staff leads us through a variety of 
activities for learning and reflection. We spend 
Saturday working in various service agencies in the 
Twin Cities with time for reflection that evening. On 
Sunday we will worship with Park Avenue United 
Methodist Church and then return home.   

No Wednesday Activities on December 25 
or January 1! 
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Children’s Ministry Column 

Be still and know that I am, 
Be still and know, 
Be still, 
Be. 

Right before Thanksgiving, as we enter into the holiday season, 
our Sunday School lesson for the children is usually “thankfulness” 
based. There was a little glitch this year because the guide we 
follow had a different lesson listed. We accidentally went with that 
lesson. It was a lesson on “stillness.” We all loved it and thought it 
was perfect, realizing only at the last minute it was not the planned 
lesson. Yet, it was perfect. It was a lesson in tune with the rhythm 
of autumn bringing in the winter season. 

Children probably learn more from adult behavior than all the books in the world combined. As a parent, a 
grandparent, aunt, uncle, or next-door neighbor we might want to check in with how we participate in a 
dominant culture that lights itself up with overwork, overspending, over eating, alcohol, and screen time. Are we 
feeling overextended? Do we feel pressure to create happy holiday memories for our children to the point of not 
having time for that quality time? 

But it is winter, the perfect time to go inward, feel the rhythm of the natural world that guides us to rest, to 
embrace the dark quiet of cold nights as we assimilate all we have been through in the past year and what we 
have learned. Our holiday season celebrates our gratitude for the gift of an abundant harvest, the gift of Christ’s 
birth and his teachings on compassion and all the blessings we have experienced throughout the year. But in all 
the cheerful fun and celebration we might remember that it is also the time of the Solstice. The Winter Solstice 
was originally celebrated with the understanding that this is a period of descent and rest, of going within our 
homes, within ourselves, and taking in all that we have experienced, all that has been offered to us in rich living 
color and complementing that activity with a time of deep stillness and contemplation. From stillness comes a 
simple true awareness, a place to experience the depth of our gratitude—a gratitude that is simple and deep to 
share with our children, our community. As Eckhart Tolle says, “Gratitude is the closest emotion to God.” 

Remember those moments when you were caught by the beauty of color in the wide sky as the sun set, the 
smell of fresh snow on the cedars by a frozen river, or the warm scent of a loved one’s hug? These moments of 
calm often allow us to open and actually feel the expansion of breath, beauty, and gratitude in our chest. How 
often do we allow ourselves, or our children, time to stop and feel this type of amazement, gratitude, and joy 
fully embodied through our senses? 

Perhaps taking that night walk with your child, stopping to watch the snow fall under the streetlights is enough. 
Maybe it is enough to see, hear, smell, taste the amazement and gratitude this season is all about. Maybe 
simplicity is enough to make the perfect memories for our children. Maybe it is enough to feel a stillness in tune 
with the season where gratitude has time to fill our hearts. 

Be, 
Be still, 
Be still and know. 

Psalm 46:10 

Hey Youth! Do you sing or play an instrument? 
If so, we want you to perform for our Pageant Prelude on Pageant Sunday, December 15. 

 If interested, contact Jim or sign up in the Narthex. 

Kids making yoga art at Kids Club  

~ Sharon Dawson, 
Children’s Ministry  

Coordinator 

Kid’s Club 
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Peace Library 

Christmas Pageant News  

New children's books: 
Santa Paws, Come Home by Nicholas Edwards 

The Fabulous Five – Her Honor, Katie Shannon  
by Betsy Haynes 

The Fiddler of the Northern Lights  
by Natalie Kinsey-Warnock 

The Shortest Day : Celebrating the Winter Solstice  
by Wendy Pfeffer 

Bright Star Night : Christmas-time Prayers for Little 
Children by Lois Rock 

The Bear Santa Clause Forgot by Diana Kimpton 

“The Special Star”—December 15 at the 10:30 service 

It’s Christmas Pageant time!. Here is some important information about 

Pageant rehearsals, costumes, and music. 

Saturday, December 14 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  

(9:00 a.m. call for speaking roles): This is the Saturday before the Pageant, 

and it is our big practice. It’s very important to have everyone here; it is when 

we will figure out costumes and work out some of the kinks. 

December 15 10:00 a.m.: Pageant Day! This will be a time for last minute 

song practice as well as costume adjustments. We’ll meet in the Sanctuary and then move to our classrooms to 

get ready.  After the pageant, we will have a birthday cake for Jesus! 

If your child is not available or not interested in participating in the Pageant, please give me a call or send me an 

email; it will be helpful to know how many costumes we need. (sharon@peaceucc.org or 724-3637) 

Each grade has a particular role and will sing certain songs. Below is a list of costume information and the 

specific songs your child’s class will be singing. Please take time to practice these songs at home so they are 

ready to join in the larger group!  All kids on stage will join in to help with the particular song, and all kids will end 

with “Joy To The World”. 

 

Grade: Role: Costume: Songs: 
Preschool Angels Please wear white Silent Night 

Kindergarten  
and 1

st
 Grade 

Barn Animals Please wear brown or 
grey, earth colors 

Oh Little Town of Bethlehem 

2
nd

 Grade 
 
 
 
3

rd 
Grade 

 Shepherds 
  
  
Wise People 

Please wear brown or 
grey, earth colors 
  
Colorful clothes, jewel 
tones 

Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
  
 
We Three Kings 

4
th
 and 5

th
 Grades Speaking roles Each childs costume is 

different 
Oh Come Emmanuel 

New adult books: 
Raising Self-Reliant Children in a Self-Indulgent World 

by H Stephen Glenn and Jane Nelsen 

Harvest of Cain : A Novel by Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer 

Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer 

A Christmas Treasury of Yuletide Stories and Poems 
edited by James Charlton and Barbara Gilson 

The Christmas Eve Storyteller by Edward Hays 

Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 

Pastoral Transition Listening Session for Parents—December 14 at 10am 
On Saturday, December 14, during Christmas pageant rehearsal at 10 am, the church council has set a special 

discussion/listening session for parents of children, to be held in the Fireside Room.  This is regarding options 

for pastoral transition in 2021.  Please come and hear the options. We would like to hear your questions and 

ideas.   Thank you, Patty Beech Dziuk and Sue Isernhagen  
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Youth 

          We often talk about 
Advent as a season of 
hope—it’s the time of 
year we celebrate the 
birth of Jesus, hope 
breaking in when 
things feel hopeless, a powerful example of light in the cracks.  And 
the last few years, I’ve been pondering the inspiration I feel when 
considering that Mary giving birth was an act of deep hope—

because she really didn’t have any business giving birth to a child in the world of Roman occupation.  Talk about 
an act of defiance, of deep faith; she was essentially saying that she was not going to let a grim world keep her 
from believing that incredible love could come out of the simple act of giving life.   

In our Peace November book study we read the book “Active Hope.”  It describes hope this way: “Active  
Hope is a practice…it is something we do rather than have…since Active Hope doesn’t require our optimism, we 
can apply it even in areas where we feel hopeless.  The guiding impetus is intention; we choose what we aim to 
bring about, act for, or express.  Rather than weighing our chances and proceeding only when we feel hopeful, 
we focus on our intention and let it be our guide.” 

I love thinking about hope as a way of being, rather than connected to any outcomes.  It’s a lot like how I talk 
about discipleship; it’s a way of life or practice and not an outcome.  Thinking about our adult forum theme for 
this fall/winter, “Tending the Earth, Tending Each Other”, I often use this way of describing hope when thinking 
about climate change (or really any other aspect of justice that seems daunting).  If I practice Active Hope now, 
then when things are falling apart and the climate is shifting us in unknown directions, I can still live into my 
fullest self, I can love fiercely even in the worst of times.  This is the kind of hope I believe we are celebrating 
each Christmas.  It’s the kind of hope that will hold in difficult times.  That’s the kind of theology I want; that’s the 
kind of God I believe in—one that will sustain me when my world turns upside down.   

So this Christmas, as we gather with family, as we come together as a church to remember the stories and 
the rituals, what are the ways hope might break into your life in new ways?  How will you practice hope in your 
life?  May we inspire each other and hold each other in love and hope as we practice our way into the kind of 
hopeful community that Jesus (and Mary by her act of birth) calls us to.   

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in” 

 ~Lenard Cohen 

December Youth Group 

Every Wednesday 6-7:30pm 

Now that we’re finished with Peer 
Ministry, we’re moving into Advent.  We’ll 
have some time to have fun together this 
season, and we’ll also have some 
conversations about what Advent means.  
And each night in December, we’ll have 
Prayers Around the Cradle, a time to sing 
and reflect in the sanctuary.  Come join us 
on Wednesday nights from 6pm-7:30pm 
in the Peace youth room for some good 
hang out time with friends! 

Nathan’s Column  

Young Adult Gathering 
Calling all post-high school graduates (college kids and other 

adventurers)!  If you’re home for Christmas and want to get 
together with friends you knew from Peace, then come hang out 
on Monday, December 23

rd
 at 7:00pm at Pizza Luce for some 

good pizza and hang out/catching up time.  No rsvp required, but 
you can let Nathan know if you’re planning to be there by 
emailing him at nathan@peaceucc.org.  See you there! 

Peace Church’s  Climate Justice Team Invests  
Cook Memorial Funds 

Tis the season to be hopeful!  Phil Cook served as a leading EPA 
scientist who was guided by his faith.  After his passing, the Cook family 
shared a significant gift in support of his leadership and commitment at a 
time of growing climate challenges.  Recently, a team from Peace’s 
Climate Justice team chose to invest that $9,100 into the Duluth 
community solar garden called “The Innovation Zone Energy and 
Education Project.”  The project has been designed to generate 40 kW of 
solar power at the entrance to Duluth’s lowest income neighborhood.  
The project was designed by Ecolibrium with the City and MN Power in 
an effort to support the Duluth Veterans Place, create an Emergency 
Energy fund for low-income residents, and to utilize the site and art 
opportunities to engage youth in projects that improve our community.  Geof Witrak of Peace’s  Climate Justice 
team presented the check for this community solar investment, and commented: “We are grateful to the Cook 
Memorial fund for enabling us to invest in Ecolibrium3’s community solar project. The solar array’s highly visible 
presence just to the west of Interstate 35 as you approach Duluth will symbolize our community’s commitment to 
a renewable energy future.              ~ Bill Mittlefehldt and Geof Witrak    

Lucas Giese, Jodi Slick, Geof Witrak,   
Bill Mittlefehldt  

mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org


11 

 

Many thanks to all 
our volunteers! 

Team and Committee 
Meetings 

Children’s Ministry Team:  
Thursday December 5 
5:00pm in the Conference Room 

Beyond Violence Team:  
Wednesday December 4 
5:00pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Stewardship Team:  
Thursday December 5  
5:30pm in the Conference Room 

Acting for Justice Hub:  
Sunday December 8  
11:30am in the Fireside Room 

Worship & Arts Committee:  
Tuesday December 10 
5:30pm in the Music Room  

History Team:  
Wednesday December 11 
10am-12pm in the Heritage Room 

Shared Ministry Team:  
Wednesday December 11 
4:30pm in the Conference Room 

Property Team: 
Wednesday December 11 
6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Food & Fellowship Team:  
Wednesday December 11 
6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Finance Team:  
Thursday December 5 
5pm in the Fireside Room 
Note change in date and time! 

Dismantling Racism Team:  
Thursday December 12 
3:30pm in the Conference Room 

Health and Wellness Team:  
Sunday December 15 
11:30am in Conference Room 

Climate Justice Team: 
Monday December 16 
5:30pm in the Youth Room 

Adult Ed Team:  
Tuesday December 17 
1:30pm in the Conference Room 

Moderator’s Report & other Church News... 

We are preparing for the celebration of Jesus’s birth and the 
surrounding Christmas spirit in the special worship services, awe-
inspiring music and the children’s program. We have our own feelings of 
joy and thanks which are also surrounded by many memories. I 
especially remember the candle lighting on Christmas Eve when our 
children were little. The glow of the light in the eyes of our daughters 
settled in their happy memories as well. Now I see our grandchildren 
with their own anticipated candle time enhanced by music and the 
glorious glow of the hundreds of candles lit in celebration of the birth of 
Jesus.   

We appreciate all our congregation who participated in November 
stewardship which makes our church strong and effective. Thank you, 
stewardship team and members of Peace Church.  

I want also to thank those who have developed and participated in 
the early thinking toward a pastoral transition in Jan 2021. Pastor Kathy 
is here and we will worship with her all of 2020.  However, the council 
needs to put plans into place on how to prepare for transition pastoral 
services. The comments and discussion you have shared with our 
committee have been heartfelt and strong. We now have much more 
information to help determine which transition option would work best for 
Peace. The final decision will be made in January, taking into 
consideration many factors, including your thoughts. One thing was so 
clear: we have a dedicated group of church members who are committed 
to keeping Peace Church a strong, justice-oriented place of worship and 
friendship. Thank you! 

Enjoy a beautiful Christmas season of blessings.    

Sue Isernhagen, Moderator.  

Coordinating Council  
 Tuesday, December 17 at 7pm in the Fireside Room  

The Council will be working hard on our 2020 budget. Thanks to 
all who have turned in a pledge card so far. This is a crucial part of 
the budgeting process.  

 

 The PEACE BELL 
is a monthly publication of  

Peace United Church of Christ 
Duluth, Minnesota 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
Janell Kohls, Nancy Nelson,  

Elise Courtright 

ARTICLES DUE 
the third Monday of each month 

Monday December 16 
Send to office@peaceucc.org 

Stewardship Drive 
Update  

Thank you to everyone who 
has pledged for 2020! As of 
November 18, we have received 
156 pledges for a total of 
$340,878. Last year we had a total 
of over 200 pledges for $455,000. 
If you haven’t already pledged, 
please turn in your card as soon 
as possible or email 
ourbookkeeper Toni@peaceucc.or
g with your pledge amount.  

Scheduling a Meeting  
at Peace Church 

This is a friendly reminder to 
all who would like to use space 
at Peace Church: to schedule a 
meeting at Peace, please call 
Building Use Coordinator, Tim 
Peters, 314-566-2651. Our 
church is busy every day of the 
week, so it’s important to make 
sure space is available! You can 
also call the church at 724-3637 
and leave a message, which 
office staff will pass on to Tim. 

mailto:Toni@peaceucc.org
mailto:Toni@peaceucc.org
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Voices for Justice 

Voices for Justice    Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice.  We are energized and 

heartened by hearing each other’s stories.  Each month, we share a brief story from members of our 
community, learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes.  If you would like to share 
your story, or want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office.   
Every story is a gift. 

JT Haines:  Truth-Telling for a Sustainable Future 
What social concerns or issues matter most deeply to you?  
What would you most like to change in our world?  

I think a lot about our economic system in general. I read a book last year called  
A Different Mirror by Ronald Takaki in connection with a class I taught at CSS.  The 
book tells a history of our country from the experiences and viewpoints of people of 
color, including indigenous people. He describes a system founded on exploitation 
and a myth of endless expansion, which from the beginning has meant the abuse 

of land, water, people, and indigenous nations. It’s important to continue to consider and account for the 
abuses of that history in their own right, including the impacts for people who have been marginalized by it.  
What struck me also reading the book, though, is the idea that many of the big problems everyone is facing 
today—problems that are becoming increasingly unavoidable like water scarcity, resources pressures, and the 
climate emergency—have their roots in this history of exploitation as well. Because we are dealing with a finite 
Earth, an economy based on exploitation and a myth of endless growth logically can’t work. The potential 
good news in this, I think, is that we may be forced to recognize that all of our futures are bound up in this 
problem together, and maybe recognizing that will be key to helping us transition to something better. As a 
friend often reminds me, some of the adjustments we could make—simplifying our existence, acting more 
locally, focusing on resiliency—would likely make us happier.  

How did you figure out how to respond to this issue or concern? What did this lead you to do?  

When I consider the sources of my commitment, I give my parents a lot of credit. I remember as a kid having a 
sense for injustices in the world and not feeling good about that, and that feeling had to come from 
somewhere. It’s never really felt like a choice. Another thing I think about are the opportunities I’ve had to 
spend time in Honduras and Guatemala. It has been eye-opening to meet with community leaders and 
indigenous leaders, and I learned a lot about our role in the world, from the perspective of both oppressor and 
oppressed. Part of this was an observation of the difference between charity and mutual struggle. I think faith 
communities in general could do a better job of understanding the difference between those two things. I’ve 
certainly been in rooms where our better role is to sit quietly and listen. I am grateful for the people who have 
exposed me to those trips, many of them in our own UCC community. I think my part of the work we’ve been 
doing with Duluth for Clean Water and other environmental efforts is very much connected to these 
experiences, and also a love of the incredible wilderness in Northern Minnesota.  

In terms of the work, we all bring different skill sets, and I deeply appreciate the people who are committed to 
the day-to-day fights for justice, which are required for too many just to get by. What seems to be in my 
“wheelhouse” is trying to be a part of telling the truth about corporate 
exploitative models—and current proposals for exploitation—and how 
that relates to our shared prospects. I recognize that that’s just one part 
of the work. 

What do you see as the connection between your faith and action? 
I’ll be honest, I don’t spend a lot of time thinking about the word “faith” 
itself.  But when I do think about it, for me, the connection between faith 
and action is all about community. It seems like I’m in good company 
on this at Peace. I love how active our community is. I was raised in the 
Lutheran tradition before my family started going to a UCC church.  
Some of the traditions from growing up are still with me, but at its core 
for me it’s about community. I recently visited the church I grew up in 
for a memorial service, and I was struck by how at home I felt—a full 30 
years later. There’s something so meaningful about being a part of a community that welcomes and 
remembers you decades later. There’s just something there for me. So I think faith is bound up in community.  
And I think action is bound up in community.  And in that very basic sense, I think action is bound up in faith. I 
really appreciate the privilege of being a part of Peace Church. 

Interviewed by Nathan Holst 
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Steps for Justice 
“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with God.” 

Micah 6:8 

Peace is a Just Peace church.  We as a community are committed to doing justice, to 
radical welcome, to honoring the light.  But in this time of challenge and upheaval, so 
many issues call for attention and commitment.  At times, we feel powerless, as if our 
voices do not matter. 

How do we make a difference in this world? 

How do we become instruments of peace and justice? 

Pete Seeger offered one way:  “Inch by inch, row by row….” 

Each month in the Peace Bell, the Acting for Justice Hub will offer specific suggestions 
for action—four specific ways to claim our voices, to make a difference, to do justice. It 
could be making a phone call, exploring a website, buying locally, writing a letter, 
signing a petition, showing up at a rally, watching a movie, singing a song, writing a     
poem, talking with a stranger... 

Inch by inch, step by step, voice by voice. 

**Let your gifts reflect your desire for migrant justice.  There are some excellent novels that tell stories of 
migrants, refugees and/or asylum seekers.  Check out the offerings for adults, young adult readers and even 
young children.  SERVV (Sales Exchange for Refugee Rehabilitation and Vocation)  has an online presence—
some of their gift items are made in refugee camps.  Fair trade food items (coffee and chocolate) make great 
gifts and help small farmers.  Add Refuge by Anne Booth to your collection of Biblical Christmas stories.  

**Vigil to End Gun Violence.  Every year since 2012, the Northland Brady/Protect Minnesota chapter has held 
a vigil to honor and remember the victims of the Sandy Hook shooting, which occurred on December 14, 2012. 
Peace Church Acting for Justice Hub has been involved in this event each year. The vigils have taken various 
forms from bell ringings, to lunches and plans of action, to postcard writing. This year, the vigil will be held 
on Friday, December 13th at Noon at First Lutheran Church. We expect it will be action oriented, but plans 
are still in the works. Bell ringings are a reminder of the daily carnage and the mass shootings, but we need 
action to prevent the shootings. More information will be available in Sunday bulletins and weekly e-mails. Your 
participation is important, so mark your calendars for action to end gun violence. 

**Art and Justice.  Visit the "Minnesota Black Fine Art Show", which runs through January 2 at the Duluth Art 
Institute at the Depot. This juried traveling show includes established and emerging Minnesota artists of African 
descent, including Terresa Moses, Ivy Vainio, and Carla Hamilton of Duluth. 

Another exhibition at the Duluth Art Institute runs through December 3: "Jean: The Inspiration Behind the 
Birkenstein Arts Movement.” Jean was an artist, a teacher and a leader of the Civil Rights Movement in the 
1950’s and 1960’s Chicago. 

**Light a Candle in the Dark.  During Advent, a time to welcome the sacred in our lives, pause with people you 
care about and light a few candles in a darkened room to highlight the light that they bring to our lives.  Take 
time to articulate how the other adds light to our lives.  This simple reflection does not take much time, saves 
energy, and builds sacred bonds in challenging times. 

The Acting for Justice Hub at Peace Church includes five teams:  Beyond Violence, Climate Justice, 
Dismantling Racism, Global Ministries, and Migrant Justice.  The Hub meets the second Sunday of each month 
at 11:30.  For more information on further ways to be involved, contact the Peace office. 

If you have suggestions for this monthly column, please contact Pamela Mittlefehldt pjmarch4@aol.com.  

 

REFLECT AND ACT   

Friday, December 13th—Noon at First Lutheran Church 

A community gathering on the 7th anniversary of the Sandy Hook shooting. 

Bell ringing and candle lighting for victims of gun violence and an opportunity to take 
action to prevent gun violence.  Check the Facebook page of Northland Protect 
Minnesota/Brady for more information. 

mailto:pjmarch4@aol.com
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October 1 was an exciting day.  We picked up three 

friends from our local church in Duluth, Minnesota, at the Dili 

International airport.  Andy, Jill and Jessica put their busy 

lives on hold for a few weeks and entered “Timor Time.”  First, 

we took them to Atauru Island, a small tropical island a one-

hour boat ride from Dili.  There we took two days for them to 

get over jetlag while snorkeling over world-class coral reefs 

and relaxing in hammocks.  Then it was back to Dili and off to 

Lospalos.  Our small truck isn’t big enough to carry us all over 

the bumpy road home, so Andy went with Monica and 

Hannah on the bus.  They left Dili at 9pm and got into 
Lospalos by 7am, while the rest of us left at a leisurely 

morning time to arrive home mid-afternoon.  Andy loved the 

overnight ride! 

During the next week our three friends took in life in 

Lospalos – the opposite of the world’s typical rat-race.  They spent time in the clinic with Monica and the staff, 

visited small farms and took walks.  They joined Tom and colleague, Pastor Ayang, on two of our weekly home 

worship visits.  Through these experiences our three friends witnessed firsthand bits of Timorese hospitality, 

faith, and daily life.  Andy also helped Tom with a construction project on the clinic, and they picked up some 

locally made crafts which support livelihoods for Timorese women and their families.  The best part, though, for 

us at least, were the many talks we had.  Living in Lospalos we are in many ways isolated from the “modern 

world,” and connections with English speaking friends are limited to our infrequent trips to Dili.  

These past ten days the Liddles have been in Dili.  It’s that time of year: Visa Renewal Time.  In East Timor, 

this means chest Xrays, blood tests for communicable diseases, fingerprints at the Department of Justice, and 

multiple trips to the IPTL Synod office for various documents.  It also means standing and waiting in hot, muggy, 

crowded offices with hordes of others, both Timorese and internationals, also hoop-jumping to fulfill their various 

bureaucratic tasks.  It makes this time for us a truly unique, annual spiritual pilgrimage.     

Yet another highlight this month has been a 4-day theological seminar with all of IPTL’s pastors, which Tom 

helped to organize and lead, along with an Indonesian theologian and Deenabandhu Manchala, our Executive 

Minister from Global Ministries.  The three of us facilitated Bible studies, presentations and small group work, all 

with the aim of helping our friends in IPTL clarify their theological orientation and sharpen their sense of mission. 

As we enter November we are down to four months left in our assignment.  The notion of moving back to the 

US is both exciting and daunting for all of us.  We are ready to be nearer to family, yet having become 
accustomed to this place and people, it already hurts to think of leaving.  Nevertheless, we believe that our 

connections will continue here.  And we continue to be grateful for the claim this special place has made on our 

lives. 

God’s Peace, 

Tom and Monica 

 Jill, Andy and Jessica with Amena Cristavao 
Cooper’s family  in East Timor. 

Tom and Monica Liddle are our mission partners, serving in Lospalos, East Timor. Monica works as a 
Naturopathic Doctor in Immanuel Clinic Lospalos, and Tom, an ordained UCC minister, serves with the IPTL. 
This is their October 2019 Newsletter. 

Dear Peace Friends, 

What a wonderful time we had the past month with Andy, Jill and Jessica!  Thank you so much for supporting 

them to make the long journey to visit us in Timor-Leste.  They had an adventure or two along the way and took 

in a bit of what our lives have been like for these years.  We look forward to connecting with you when we are 

back in Duluth next spring. 

Tom and Monica 

A personal note from the Liddles... 

East Timor 

Follow Tom and Monica’s blog at  
timorsite.wordpress.com/ 

https://timorsite.wordpress.com/
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    I had the honor and privilege of calling X a colleague,  
a mentor, and a friend.  I learned so much from and with 
him, so it is hard to think how I can convey any portion of 
that in a short time. What to say about this West coast, 
cowboy boot wearing, pickup driving, Bay Area 
Northlander.  Someone who always introduced himself by 
talking about how many winters he has lived through.  And 
as having come here to the Northland because of the love 
of a lady.   

    Xavier Ramone Bell. I was so surprised the first time  
I learned that he used to go by a name other than Xavier.   
It made me realize that with all I knew and had grown to 
love about this man, I knew so little of him. So with a 
sense of humility, I want to share a few perspectives on 
facets of this great human being.  

   First of all, he was a family man.  I never went anywhere 
or had a conversation over 5 minutes with him without his 
talking about them.  His love for and pride in Donna and 
his children was clear in everything he did for others.   

Second, he was a man of faith. Chaplain X.  A preacher.  I think about his work as a street minister in 
California working to reclaim the lives of young people so many others had given up on.  Like Malcolm and 
Martin, he was a man of faith shaped by a love of and obedience to God.  To me, X embodied an inheritance of 
both men.  Carrying their passion for justice.  Showing Malcolm’s swagger and unapologetic Blackness.  And 
Martin’s compassion and creativity.  

Because I’m talking about X, I want to go a little deeper.  As he would put it, be “for real, for real.” I can’t talk 
about the passing of this man without talking about the systems in which he lived and worked. He died too 
young.  We all know that.  But part of what we taught people about in the Race Awareness Workshops was that 
the system is set up that way.  That dealing with the chronic stress of racism and white supremacy puts people 
of color and Black men in particular at greater risk for heart disease.  For high blood pressure.  For early death.  
And so while I am incredibly sad at the loss of a friend, I am also incredibly angry that we still live in a society 
where the subtle racism of today still robs us of people like X just as overt racism did it a century ago.  Our 
intentions are different, but the results are too often the same.  We need to change that.   

A great tree, a California redwood, has fallen…and we must be about ensuring that a forest of community, 
filled with music and swagger, one that builds social capital, with culturally specific and relevant spaces. That 
this forest will indeed rise.   

I want to leave you with an excerpt from a poem by Wendell Berry, “The Rising,”  which is not so much for X 
but for those of us still here and struggling with his absence.  

Words For X   by Doug Bowen-Bailey 

Any man’s death could end the story: 

his mourners having accompanied him 

to the grave through all he knew, 

turn back, leaving him complete. 

But this is not the story of life. 

It is the story of lives, knit together, 

overlapping in succession, rising 

again from grave after grave.... 

There is a grave, too, in each 

survivor. By it, the dead one lives. 

He enters us, a broken blade, 

sharp, clear as a lens or mirror. 

And he comes into us helpless, tender 

as the newborn enter the world.  

Great is the burden of our care.  

We must be true to ourselves.  

How else will he know us? 

Like a wound, grief receives him. 

Like graves, we heal over, and yet keep 

as part of ourselves the severe gift. 

By grief, more inward than darkness, 

the dead become the intelligences of life. 

Where the tree falls, the forest rises 

There is nowhere to stand but in absence, 

no life but in the fateful light. 

To view the video of the Celebration of Life service, visit: https://www.peaceucc.org/home-page/
celebration-of-life-for-xavier-bell/) 

https://www.peaceucc.org/home-page/celebration-of-life-for-xavier-bell/
https://www.peaceucc.org/home-page/celebration-of-life-for-xavier-bell/
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Peace People  

Keep in Your Prayers 

➢Jan Eschbach, who is recovering from a severe electrical burn. 
Cards are appreciated. Last month, Jan moved to a BethesdayH 
hospital for rehab. Cards can be sent to Jan Eschbach, W483, 
Bethesda Hospital, 559 Capitol Blvd, St. Paul, MN 55103.  Updates 
on Caring Bridge: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/janeschbach/
journal. 

➢Sarah Jessico, who is in a care facility in Wadena. Cards can be 
sent to her at MSHS, 240 Shady Lane Dr., Wadena, MN 56482. 

➢ Marian (Tippy) Caven, recovering at home from surgery. 

➢Those in our congregation who are undergoing treatment for 
cancer: Kim Kruger, Sam Peterson, Terri Shannon, Mary Caine 
Hafdahl, Jerry Cleveland and others. 

➢Mike Nugent at the Silver Bay Veterans Home. 

➢ Cheryl Walsh who was recently diagnosed with ALS. 

➢Bill Kehtel who is now living at Diamond Willow. Address is: 6355 
E. Superior St. Duluth, MN 55804. 

Thank You! 

➢ Thank you to those who provided 
special music for the month of 
November. The Peace Band, Wendy 
Durrwachter, Adam Sippola, Leon and 
Friends, Mark Hakes, and the choir.  

➢To the many, many volunteers who 
helped to serve the luncheons following 
both Xavier Bell and Gus Gustofson’s 
going home celebrations.  

➢To the Food and Fellowship Team for 
a fabulous lunch following the dedication 
of our financial pledges for 2020.  

➢To Alice Marks, Judy Siegle, Nathan 
and Veronica Langer, Sara Olson Dean 
and Kelly Grgas for their Stewardship 
Mission Moments in November.  

➢To Amanda Hunter who curates the art 
for Peace Church. Come see the new 
display of Moira Voillard’s work. 

➢“Kathy, Tim, and members of the 
Peace Church family Thank you for the 
warm welcome and the opportunity to 
hold our annual St. Mary’s Hospice 
Service of Remembrance at your 
church. Once again it was the perfect 
space to honor those who have died. We 
appreciate the help from Tim each year 
as we set up, and during the service. 
Blessigns to all of you, Sandee Carlson 
and the EH St. Mary’s Hospice Team.” 

➢“Dear Peace family, Thank you all for 
the help, support, love, and prayers 
during Joe’s illness and passing. It has 
given me strength to carry on and move 
forward. Thanks to Jim Pospisil, all the 
helpers at the luncheon and especially to 
Pastor Kathy for all the love, prayers and 
visits—Joe loved to see her! I will miss 
you all as I make my new home in 
Shakopee. Take care, Diana Machones” 

Congratulations 
➢Alex Sorensen, son of Andrea and Trevor, who was baptized on 
November 3. 

Sympathy 
➢Steve Coll on the death of his dear friend Earl Austin. 

➢Jebeh Edmunds on the death of her father Emmett Metzger. 

➢ The family of Gus Gustofson whose memorial service was held 
at Peace Church on November 16. His wife Wendy is a member of 
Peace Church.  

➢The family of Xavier Bell whose memorial service was held at 
Peace Church on November 2.  

Memorials 
In memeory of Gregg Nugent and Sandi Skafte from Paul Ranelli 

and Carla Brink, and Laurie Anderson. 

Create a Mandala 

Sunday, January 12 

Noon in the Fellowship Hall  
This will be a fundraiser for 
African Yoga Project which is an 
organization that provides 
training for yoga teachers in 

Africa. This event will be taught by Sue 
Nordin. Supplies will be provided. No 
experience necessary. Everyone will leave 
with a completed mandala they can enjoy or 
give as a gift. Suggested donation is 25 
dollars. Event is intended for young adults 
and up, but children welcome. 

Community 

Songs of Peace and Joy 
Friday December 6, 7:30pm 
Peace Church Sanctuary 

North Wind Flute Choir (Melanie Sever, director) 
in Conjunction with  

Lake Superior Concert Choir (Calland Mets, director) 

No charge; Free Will offering. 

North Wind Flute Choir rehearses each week  
at Peace Church. 

Community 
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December Volunteer Schedules 

Monday Meals at  
Dorothy Day House  

(1712 Jefferson) 
December 2: Lisa Brown 

December 9: Gary Boelhower 

December 16: Stephanie Pearson 

December 23: Robin Davidson 

December 30: Kay & Bob Stevens 

Damiano Soup Kitchen 
Sunday, December 8 

1:20pm: Scott and Phyllis Mead, 

Diane Swanoski, Cyndy Klinksiek, 

Tara Hoban 

4:30pm: Jesse Schomberg family(2), 

Lisa Brown family(2), Charla 

Buxbaum 

Nursery 
December 1: Lisa Fitzpatrick 

December 8: Deb Kellner 

December 15: Taylor Wilcox 

December 22: Volunteer needed 

December 29:Volunteer needed 

Coming up — January 

Coordinators:  Kirby & Cathy 
Wood, 724-1196  

Mary & Jeff Adams, 464-1992 

Jennifer Boyle, 728-4185 

Mollie Stapleton Clark, 525-0557 

Cammy & Shawn Hansen,  
218-391-2981 

Tara Hoban, 428-4937 

Georgia & Andy Lane,  
218-491-1043 

Darren or Andrea Jacobsen,  
651-785-8009 

Amy & Eric Larson, 724-1349 

Kaitlyn & Scott Nelson,  
703-489-5689 

Gwen Plumb & Dave Gerhart,  
525-6551 

Nina Preheim, 507-720-7414 

Judy & Bill Seliga-Punyko,  
525-4688 

Eric and Jane Rudd, 727-4116 

Aimee VanStraaten, 464-0557 

Shawn Wentz & Judy Gibbs,  
724-3446 

Christine & Curt Ziegler, 651-235-
3407, 701-367-1544 

Coffee Hour Teams 

Coffee Hour  
December Schedule 
Coordinators:  
Cathy & John Ameel, 724-2750 
Bridget Reistad, 722-7890 

December 1: 

Set up (8:45):  Linda Lundberg, Susan 
Kehtel, Amy Galarowicz 

Serve/Clean-up: Tim and Melanie 
Lundell, MarySue T and John P 

December 8:  

Set up (8:45): Linda Lundberg, Susan 
Kehtel, Amy Galarowicz 

Serve/Clean-up: Dan and Kelly 
Peterson 

December 15: 

Set up (8:45): Deanna Notaro and 
family, Chris & Tom Day 

Serve/Clean-up: Ellen Shelhon, Patty 
and Thad Beech-Dziuk, Chris and 
Tom Day 

December 22: 

Set up (8:45): Tom and Linda Curran 

Serve/Clean-up: Tom and Linda Curran, 
Mike Schrage  

December 29: No coffee hour 

Sunday December 1 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Marilyn Mayry 

Ushers: Bilin Tsai, John Pokrzywinski 

10:30 service 

 Lay Leader: Lisa Brown 

 Greeters: Bill DeRoche, Buzz and Sue Munns 

 Ushers: Tim Peters, Mike and Diane Swanoski, 
Judy Siegle 

Sunday December 8 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Marge Anderson 

Ushers: Kay and Bob Stevens 

10:30 service 

Lay Leader: Ellyn Wiens 

Greeters: Elsie Cook, John & Lyn Clark Pegg  

Ushers: Guy Hubert, Susan Ranfranz, Ann 
Carlander, Burnell Peterson 

Sunday December 15 

8:30 service  

Lay Leader: Richard Caya 

Ushers: Pat and Lynn Devlin 

10:30 service 

Lay Leader: Vicki Westrick 

Greeters: Bill DeRoche, Elsie Cook, Ellen Shelhon 

Ushers: Guy Hubert, Ann Carlander, Burnell Peterson, 
Cindy Macaulay 

Sunday December 22 

8:30 service: Taizé Service– no volunteers needed 

10:30 service 

 Lay Leader: Phyllis Cook 

 Greeters: Buzz and Sue Munns, Judy Siegle 

 Ushers: Guy Hubert, Cindy Macaulay, Nettie Bothwell, 
Volunteer needed 

Tuesday December 24– Christmas Eve services– those who 
have signed up will receive an email reminder. 
One more greeter needed for the 10pm service. 

Sunday December 29 

NO 8:30 service  

10:30 service 

Lay Leader: Kelli Hallsten Erickson 

Greeters: Ellen Shelhon, Angie Miller, Volunteer needed 

      Ushers: Guy Hubert, Judy Siegle, Julie MacKenzie, 
Volunteer needed 

December Acolytes 
December 1: Andrew Holmstrom, Simon Langer 

December 8: Lyra Luoma, volunteer needed 

December 15: Micah Steele, Autumn Doberstein 

December 22 & 29: No acolytes scheduled 
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Peace United Church of Christ 
1111 North 11th Avenue East 
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(218) 724-3637 
www.peaceucc.org 
E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 

Non-profit  
Organization 
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PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF 
Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Minister:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Sharon Dawson 

Visitation:  Cheryl Walsh 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation:  
Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, and Rev. John Szarke  

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Monday-Thursday: 9am-3pm, Friday: 9am-noon 

PHONE:  218-724-3637 Web: peaceucc.org Facebook: peace.church.duluth  
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Kathy: knelson@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org  

Jim: jim@peaceucc.org       Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org    Sharon: Sharon@peaceucc.org 
        Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org         Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 

Tim Peters: tpnc53@gmail.com 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30am and 10:30am 

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events,  
please send an email request to the church office: office@peaceucc.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters 


