SEPTEMBER 2019

Rally Sunday — September 8
First Day of Sunday School and
Adult Forum—both at 9:30am
Worship at 8:30am and 10:30am
Bibles for Kindergarten kids
at 10:30 Worship
Peace Babies picture at 11:30am
Hot Dish Potluck plus Root Beer Floats
in the Fellowship Hall at 11:30am

Bibles for
Kindergarten Kids!
Kindergartners will receive Bibles during
10:30 Worship on Sunday, September 8
All Kindergartners are welcome to come and
receive the Children of God Storybook Bible by
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. It is full of pictures and
stories about the Hebrew people and Jesus.

Peace Babies picture
September 8 at 11:30am
For babies born since September 1, 2018!
Bring your baby to church to be a part of
our annual Peace Babies photo.
Meet in front of the sanctuary after the 10:30 service.
This year’s babies that we know of are Hugh
Fifield, Keian Johnson, and Jacob Parkins. If you
have a baby not on this list, please come for the
picture, and contact the office at some point so we
can add your baby to our database (724-3637 or
office@peaceucc.org)

Wednesday Night Suppers/Activities
Begin Again
Our first Wednesday night supper will be a
BBQ on Wednesday, September 11 at 5:30pm.
There will be dinner every Wednesday at
5:30 in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome!
Please see page 6 for information on activities.

Have fun with other kids
at Sunday School!
For Ages 3 year olds–5th graders
Sunday school kids and their parents are invited
to participate in a scavenger hunt on Rally Sunday.
Meet in the sanctuary for a warm welcome, some
songs, and directions. The purpose of the scavenger
hunt is to gain familiarity with our building and have
fun connecting with friends. Sunday school teachers
will be there to meet and greet the kids, but the first
formal classes will be held September 15th.
Sunday School is open to all children preschool
age through fifth grade.

Join us on the
Joyful Path of Sharing God’s Love!

Acolyte Training, Third Grade Bibles
Sunday, September 15

Third-graders: this is your year to become part of
worship as an acolyte! We will hold acolyte training on
Sunday, September 15, after the Sunday School
opening, approximately 9:50am in the Sanctuary.
Third-graders will then receive their Bibles during
the 10:30 worship service. All third-graders are
welcome to receive a Spark Bible.
Annual Outdoor Service

From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson
From Your Pastor: On July 27, sixteen of our high school youth and five adults traveled to Denver for a week
of service learning with DOOR (Discovering Opportunities for Outreach and Reflection). Each day we were
assigned to different service sites, and each evening we reflected on the work we had done, the acts of
compassion we had observed, the systems that keep people in poverty, and the need for justice. We also talked
a lot about money—what happens when you don’t have enough and what systems are acting to maintain the
imbalance of a few people having so much and many others having not enough. We worked in four groups at
many different sites: Brother’s Redevelopment, painting two homes for seniors; Juniper Village, interacting with
elders living with dementia; Metro Caring and Denver Inner-city Parish, both food pantries; Kadep, a day
treatment center for people living with MS or traumatic brain injuries; the Denver Ronald MacDonald House;
Casa de Paz, a hospitality house for people coming out of a large nearby Detention Center; and Earthlinks, a
garden program that employs low-income people, many of whom are immigrants.
We also talked about the importance of relationships—how taking time for others is where we find the real
treasures of life. Each day we shared “onions and orchids”—the hard (onion) and the wonderful (orchid) parts of
each day. Listen now as our youth share some of what they treasured about our week together.
“Every night we would do orchids and onions and by the end of the week I realized that all my orchids had to
do with relations with people, whether it was my friends on the trip or someone I met at one of the work sites.
One moment that stuck out to me was at a bus stop. I sat down next to a man who was African American and
had tattoos. After a few minutes of sitting by him I asked how his day was. He replied “Do you care?” After telling
him what we had done and listening about his day, he told me that when I sat down he saw entitlement, but as
we talked we realized we weren’t that different. We proceeded to talk about many things. Eventually the bus
came and I shook his hand and said goodbye. As I left he said, “I love Jesus people” and then prayed. This
really opened my eyes to the fact that I judged this guy but didn’t even know him.” – Kai
“For me the most meaningful part of the work camp happened at the Denver Inner City Parish Foodshelf.
Here I met a lady who only spoke Spanish and was blind. I was able to communicate with her a little bit using my
minimal Spanish skills. But they inadequately met her needs when I was unable to tell her that a can of spaghetti
was not a can of pumpkin. I was later saved by another lady who spoke Spanish fluently and stepped in. This
experience taught me the importance of working together. There is no way I would have been able to help the
lady as much as she needed on my own. Another moving experience for me was in the memory care facility.
Here I met an elderly many named Ed. His communication skills were severely impaired but he kept saying,
‘Thank you for coming’.” – Claire
“Something meaningful I experienced on the trip was when we went to an elderly home. I talked to a lady with
dementia and she just seemed so happy and joyful when I talked with her. It made me think more about how
important old people are in our society.” – Bo
“My favorite ‘orchid’ was when we packed and stocked food at Metro Caring. That day we packed over
20,000 pounds of food. At first we were confused but then we got the hang of it. Our teamwork struck me;
without talking the four of us packed over 1,000 tubes of toothpaste in less than half an hour. Another thing that
struck me was the direct impact you could see; you go through a door and you can see dozens of people get
well deserved and long needed supplies of food. The volunteers there were extremely hardworking and diverse,
from a teenager to a 90-year-old German immigrant, all working hard to get the job done.” – Eli
“The best part was carrying out boxes of food for food-insecure people and getting to know them at the
Denver Inner-city Parish. At first most of them wanted to tell me that I wasn’t strong enough and would ask one
of the boys. But I would always pick up the boxes and we would walk together to their vehicles. I met a funny
woman named Karla who shared my hate for kale. I also met a father-son duo, aptly named Steve and little
Steve, who had just moved to Denver from DC. It was amazing to see people who would otherwise go hungry
walk out with boxes of food. Seeing the joy of the volunteers spill over and spread to everyone in the building
was an amazing experience.” – Maari
“Over this past week I learned a lot. I learned a lot about myself, the unfairness of life and how important connections are with
other people. All of the connections I made this week are my treasures. So many people wanted to be heard and listened to. Their
stories were so powerful. They made me realize how privileged and lucky I truly am. One connection I made this week really
stood out. A guy named Mike sat next to me and started talking to me. After a while he started telling me his whole life story. He
got in a tubing accident when he was 15 and hit his head on some rocks. He was in a coma for 7 months and doctors didn’t think
he was going to make it, let alone move and speak again. He taught me that family, love and laughter are the best medicines. He
taught me that anything is possible and that you should never give up. This is a treasure that will stay with me forever.” – Ty
I am so grateful for this time with our youth and for the adults that went along with me–Holly Bowen-Bailey,
Lisa Brown, Warren Post and Nathan Holst. Truly, where your treasure is there your heart will be also.
Peace friends. ~ Pastor Kathy
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Sundays in September
We continue to have two services on Sunday mornings, at 8:30am and 10:30am.
At our 8:30 service, we share communion every Sunday. At our 10:30 service, we share communion the first
Sunday of the month. The sermon and children’s time at both services is the same except for the fourth
Sunday of each month when our 8:30 service is a Taizé Service (prayer, song, scripture, and meditation).

Sunday, September 1
Pride and Labor Day Sunday
Scripture: Luke 14:1, 7–14
Sermon: “Open Table”
This Sunday we will share communion at both
services. At the 10:30 service, we will celebrate
the baptism of Calder Nusbaum; special music will
be provided by Benjamin Fena and Frank Munns.
We will also have a hymn sing at the end of both
services. Everyone is invited to join in the Pride
Parade in Superior immediately following the
10:30 service.

Sunday, September 8
Rally Sunday—The Joyful Path
Scripture: Philemon 1:1–21
Sermon: “A New Identity”
Kindergartners will receive their bibles at
the 10:30 service. Special music by the
Peace Band. Following the 10:30 service we
will do our annual baby photo – all babies born in
the last 12 months are welcome!

Sunday, September 15
Scripture: I Timothy 1:12–17
and Luke 15:1–10
Sermon “Peace People”
We will celebrate the 60th anniversary of changing
the church’s name to Peace Church. Also, this
morning our third-graders will receive their bibles.
Special music will be provided by “This Guy Leon
with Entourage”.

Sunday, September 22
Scripture: I Timothy 2:1–7
and Luke 16:1–13
Sermon: “Prayerful Living” (10:30 service)
Taizé Service at 8:30 am. The choir and Wendy
Durrwachter will provide the special music at the
10:30 service.

Adult Forums
Sunday mornings at 9:30am
in the Fireside Room
Our theme for fall 2019 is
Tending the Earth, Tending Each Other
Sunday, September 8 – Artist Sharon Wichman,
whose photographs currently hang in our gallery, will join
us to talk about her art. Sharon wrote “Photography has
become my spiritual contemplation practice. A chance to
witness the world around me. To look deeply at my
immediate surroundings and find beauty in the everyday.
To recognize that our eyes can perceive beauty without
labeling, without knowing the name of the thing in front of us.”
Sunday, September 15 – Dr. Eric Enberg, “Framing
the Climate Crisis.” Dr. Enberg practices family
medicine in West Duluth and is group leader for the
Duluth Citizens' Climate Lobby. He also is a member of
the Duluth Climate and Environment Network.
Sunday, September 22 – Dr. Alison Hoxie, “Framing
the Energy Crisis.” Dr. Hoxie works in the area of
renewable technologies at Swenson College of Science
and Engineering at the University of Minnesota Duluth.
She loves the outdoors and has always been passionate
about the environment. As an undergraduate she took a
class in thermodynamics that confirmed her decision that
as a mechanical engineer she could work on the issues
she is passionate about.
Sunday, September 29 – Jodi Slick, “Taking in the
Big Picture and Making It Local.” Jodi Slick is the
founder and CEO of Ecolibrium3, a nonprofit dedicated
to assisting individuals, families, and communities in
creating environmental and economic solutions for a
sustainable future. In 2004 she founded Common
Ground Construction, which focused on green affordable
housing, training state inmates, and operating a reuse
center. In 2013 she was named as a White House
Champion of Change for Community Resilience.

Sunday, September 29
Scripture: Jeremiah 32:1–3, 6–15
and Luke 16:19–31
Sermon: “Surprising Investment”
Special music by Eli Bissonett

Pride Worship
Sunday, September 1 at 10 am
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
219 North 6th Avenue East
Saturday, August 31: Pride Festival in Bayfront
Park. We will share a booth with Gloria Dei and the
Unitarian Church. If you can help at the booth, let
Pastor Kathy know. We will also walk together in the
Pride Parade on Sunday, September 1 at noon in
Superior. Please join us!
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Opportunities for Education and Reflection
Lenox Women’s Spiritual Life Group

Monday Women’s Book Group

Monday, September 16 at noon
Peace Church Fireside Room

Monday, September 16 at 6:30pm
in the Fireside Room

All women are invited to join us at Peace Church to
share and reflect on life issues of grief, forgiveness,
change, and transitions. Women strive to connect with
their own inner peace. Lunch will be provided.
Please note the change of location—we will meet
at church for the months of September, October, and
November, and will be back at Loni’s apartment starting
in December. If you have questions or need a ride,
please call the church office or Cheryl Walsh
(218-343-8903). We will provide a cab for anyone
needing transportation.

The book for September and October is
Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific
Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants by Robin
Wall Kimmerer. With deep compassion and graceful
prose, botanist and professor of plant ecology Robin
Kimmerer encourages readers to consider the ways
that our lives and language weave through the
natural world. A mesmerizing storyteller, she shares
legends from her Potawatomi ancestors to illustrate
the culture of gratitude in which we all should live.
All women are welcome!

Advance Care Directive Workshop

Fall Climate Justice Book Studies

Sunday, September 8 at 11:30am

September 30 & October 7

Come to the office conference room and meet
with a representative from the Health and Wellness
Team for information and help to complete your
Advance Care Directive. Info and materials will be
provided—you can complete your Directive at the
workshop or take it home to complete.

This fall there will be a number of ways to get
involved in our adult ed theme, “Tending the Earth,
Tending Each Other.” One of those ways will be to
join a small group book study. Our first group will
meet on two consecutive Mondays (Sept. 30 and
Oct. 7) from 6-8pm for a light supper and
conversation focused on the book Braiding
Sweetgrass. Later in the fall we’ll gather again on two
Mondays (Nov. 11 and Nov. 18) from 6-8pm for
supper and to talk about Joanna Macy’s book, Active
Hope. Email Nathan at nathan@peaceucc.org with
questions or to RSVP for any of the dates.

If you are unable to meet on Sundays, call the
church office at 724-3637. A Health and Wellness
member can be in touch to set an alternative time to
meet with you. This workshop will also be held on
March 10 and April 14.

Third Tuesday Podcast Lunch

The Sunday Special

Tuesday, September 17 at noon
in the Conference Room

September 22 at 11:45am
in the Fireside Room

This month’s “On Being” Podcast is
Jonathan Rowson
Integrating Our Souls, Systems, and Society

The Sunday Special is a spiritual and social support
group for individuals, families, caregivers, and workers
who live and work with disabilities, special needs, and
mental health issues. Our first meeting of the season
(September 22) will be a casual meet & greet. Looking
forward to sharing the journey with you!!
Amy Sullivan & Penny Cragun

Applied philosopher Jonathan Rowson insists on
holding a deeper appreciation for how our inner
worlds influence our outer worlds.
All are welcome, and sandwiches are provided,
thanks to Nancy Carlson, who is also the inspiration
behind and facilitator of this group.

Upcoming Meetings:
 October 20: THE BRAIN presented by Susan
Larson Kidd
 November 17: RESOURCE FAIR featuring
community resources

Beloved Community
No Meeting in September
Next Meeting—Sunday, October 6 at 3pm
in the Fireside Room

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group
Wednesday, September 25
at noon in the Fireside Room

Prayer Chain

Bring your own lunch and share conversation and
devotions with Pastor Kathy. This month’s theme will
be “Seeking the Lost” based on Luke 15:1–10.

Prayer requests may be left with the church staff
(218‐724‐3637) or given to Bob and Kay Stevens
(218‐724‐4865).
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Groups, Gatherings, and Opportunities to Serve
Stewardship 2020: Journey to Generosity
Peace People on the Way

PALS (Peace Adults Learning & Serving)
Visit to the Cirrus Facility
Wednesday September 25 at 1pm

Have you ever stopped to consider if your life
journey is a Journey to Generosity? Psalm 16:11
reads “You have made known to me the path of life,
you’ve filled me with joy in your presence.”

The day and time are a bit different than our usual
gathering time, but this is the only day and time Cirrus
offers tours to the public. More details will follow soon
via email. If you are interested in joining the group but
are not on the email list, contact the church office to
be added to the list.

This path of life is meant for us to live generously
—generous with our love, generous with our time,
and generous with what he have been blessed with.
How joyful we feel when we experience God’s
presence in our lives and act on God’s call for us.
As the theme for this year’s Stewardship Campaign,
we are asked to prayerfully consider our blessings,
how we use them, and how we are called to share
them. This includes financial pledges to support the
ongoing work and ministry of Peace United Church
of Christ. During the campaign we will hear stories
from congregation members about how their life
journeys have brought them to Peace Church.

Upcoming events:
October 24: Visit the Duluth Folk School
November 21: Repackage food for CHUM food shelf
December 12: Holiday "non-progressive" dinner

Peace Church Clothing Exchange!
I like it, but I just don't wear it! If you've ever
thought this when going through your closets, you're
like me: you've got some good stuff, but it simply
doesn't get worn, for whatever reason. Donating is
wonderful, but what if you can see the person who
falls in love with, and will wear, the pieces you're
releasing? That's what a clothing exchange is all about!

Stewardship Kick-off Picnic October 6
You are invited to attend an indoor picnic in the
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, October 6, as we kick off
the 2020 Stewardship Campaign following the 10:30
worship service. Free sandwiches and desserts will
be provided along with music (which may include an
accordion or two). This is also World Communion
Sunday, and you are asked to bring only your
appetites and hospitality as we share a meal and
time together. The campaign will run through
Sunday, November 10, at which time pledges will be
collected and a lunch will be hosted by our Food and
Fellowship Committee. Hope to see you there!

Look in your closets for the fun stuff that might be
more loved in someone else's life and bring it all to
the first Peace Church Clothing Exchange, Friday,
September 27. We'll start gathering at 5:30pm, and
the exchange will begin at 6:00. This is a bodyaffirming event, so all sizes are encouraged, and
accessories are welcome, too.
Because there's a mirror
downstairs, we'll hold the exchange
in the Choir and Mindanao rooms.
Light refreshments will be served,
and we'll wrap everything up by
8:00. Anything left over will be donated, and if this is
fun, we'll do it again come spring!

Name Change: Climate Justice Team
Meets Monday, September 16 at 5:30pm
At our recent Just Peace Picnic, we decided to
change the name of our FEET team to the Climate
Justice Team. We hope this team name will more
clearly describe our work, and we invite anyone who
is interested to be a part of our regular meetings on
the 3rd Monday of every month from 5:30-6:30pm.
Join us on Monday, September 16!

So, as you're thinking about fall and winter,
consider what got little wear last year that you'd like
to exchange. If you have any questions, please call
or text Kelli Hallsten-Erickson at 218-269-6515 or
email her at khallsten@gmail.com.

Beyond Violence Team: This is another newly

named team—formerly loosely known as Gun
Violence Prevention. Chaired by Joan Peterson, this
team will address gun safety reform measures as
they are proposed and promote ways for families to
be safe from gun violence. In addition, the team will
study and promote non-violent approaches to
personal relationships and policies at all levels of
government.

Men’s Breakfast
September 5 & 19, 7am, New London Cafe
Come to eat and converse at the New London
Café, 4721 East Superior Street. We meet every
other Thursday. All men are invited to attend.

Inquirers Classes
Wednesdays October 2 & 9, 6:00-7:00pm in the Fireside Room. Come and meet others who are new to
Peace Church and learn more about our congregation. Childcare will be provided. New members will be
received on Sunday, October 20 during worship.
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Wednesday Activities – Begin September 11
Wednesday Activity Schedule

Kids’ Club for 2nd-5th graders!

5:00-5:30pm: Kids’ Choir in Sanctuary
5pm: Centering Prayer in Chapel (4:30 Info)
5:30-6pm: Dinner in the Fellowship Hall
6-7pm: Bible Study in the Fireside Room
6-7:30pm: Kids’ Club in the
Lakeview Classroom (2nd-5th graders)
6-7:30pm: Middle School Youth Group
in the Youth Room
6:15pm: Adult Choir in the Music Room
7-8:15pm: Confirmation in the Fireside Room

6:00pm to 7:30pm Wednesdays
Lakeview Classroom
Come to the Lakeview Classroom after Wednesday
dinner to find how our faith works in
our lives. We’ll be playing games,
making crafts, having book club,
and playing Legos…all while
making new friends!
6-7:30pm—Kids 1st grade and
under are welcome in the nursery
with childcare staff where they may play board games,
Legos, or enjoy free play.

Peace Church Kids’ Choir
Top 10 Reasons to join Kids’ Choir:

Wednesday Dinner Menu

10. Light commitment—practice once a week
and perform at one service a month.
9. We have lots of fun.
8. Susan is hilarious!
7. Stay for dinner at 5:30pm, then Kids’ Club at 6pm!
6. We sing in multiple languages.
5. We also practice rhythm and actions.
4. Choir participation helps kids improve self esteem
and decrease social anxiety.
3. The kids make friends with other kids.
2. Participating in music is candy for brain
development.
And the #1 reason to send your children to kids’
choir: they learn songs and music that will nurture
their souls for a lifetime!

We can always use help for prep at 4pm, and for
clean-up after the meal. Let us know if you can help!
September 11: Grill-out Kick-off
September 18: Spaghetti (both meat and meatless)
September 25: Papa Murphy’s pizza
We need a few volunteers
who can help with prep
beginning at 4:00pm.

Vegetarian and
Gluten Free
options always
available

First Year Confirmation
Calling All 9th Graders!

Practice in the sanctuary every Wednesday from
5:00-5:30pm. For more information, contact Susan
Larson Kidd at susan.larsonkidd@drslk.com or
218 722-7972.

We have a great group of youth and an exciting year
planned for you with class the first and third
Wednesdays from 7–8:15 pm.

Centering Prayer in Chapel
Wednesdays 5-5:30pm (4:30 info session)

We will also have retreats and opportunities for
service. Part of the class expectations is regular
participation in worship (beyond confirmation class) at
least once a month.

Centering Prayer is a modern Christian
contemplative prayer practice, or a method of
meditation. Its purpose is to learn to open ourselves
to God’s extraordinary love in ordinary, daily life. All
are welcome to join in this time of quiet meditation.

Our first meeting will be on Wednesday,
September 18th at 7 pm with youth and parents.
Pastor Kathy Nelson will be the primary teacher;
Nathan Holst and others will also be part of the group.
You will receive a full schedule by mail.

Second Year Confirmation

Wednesday Evening Bible Study

10th Graders!

6pm in the Fireside Room

The Second Year Confirmation Class will meet on the
second and fourth Wednesdays of each month from
7–8:15 pm. You will receive a full schedule by mail prior
to our first class on Wednesday, September 11. It will
be great to be back together again!

Join us on Wednesday evenings, reading the Gospel
lesson for the coming Sunday using the Lectio
Divina method. Lectio Divina is listening for the still,
small voice of God that speaks to us. No prior
biblical knowledge needed! We close with prayer,
each praying for the person on his or her right.
Join us as we practice this ancient and yet very
relevant method of Bible study.

We also are planning a retreat for March 13-15 with
Urban Immersion and a Summer Work Camp with the
Pine Ridge Reservation in July.
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Moderator’s Report & other Church News...
September brings a new feeling to all. The seasons are changing. For
me, a summer person, I am sad that this beautiful weather and bounty is
almost over. For most of Duluthians, though, fall is their favorite
season—thus happiness and anticipation reign for you “cooler” friends.
And, for those who love winter best, you also must be ecstatic as you put
away your summer things and look fondly at your winter equipment.
For many people, children are in your world. The happiest day of the
year is usually the day when school lets out, schedules are relaxed and
many fun activities begin. The second happiest day of the year is when
school starts again...with memories of picnics and swimming and playing
outside in the fresh air. But school brings order once again and the
chance to advance in life and be with friends perhaps not seen for
months. It is the same with adults—new energy and purpose rise.
Such it is with church. The council and the committees are again in
full swing for all the tasks that are ready for September and the rest of
the year. Groups meet to continue our Peace good works: human rights
and justice; providing help for one another; education for all ages;
worship and gathering; and maintaining the building itself. Look for
announcements in this newsletter from our teams and committees for
many ways to engage with your chosen activities and new opportunities
that may await.
Please always feel free to contact myself or a council member
regarding ideas, thoughts or needs as we move forward this fall. Sending
you the best cool and colorful wishes.
Sue Isernhagen, Moderator

Sanctuary Congregation Update
Interfaith Committee on Migrant Justice
Thank you, Peace, for your leadership demonstrated by the vote to
become a sanctuary church and by hosting the Lights for Liberty event.
In the last year, other communities of faith have hosted adult forums and
planned educational events related to immigration issues. An Interfaith
Committee on Migrant Justice has organized and includes persons from
a broad spectrum of faith communities. Charlotte Frantz represents
Peace UCC in this group.
Last week this group launched a Facebook page to help publicize
information and events related to migration issues. You can like and
follow us by going to Facebook and searching for Interfaith Committee
on Migrant Justice. The goal is to enable communities of faith and
persons of conscience in the Twin Ports area to work together to
welcome immigrants and advocate for fair and compassionate
immigration policies. Peace continues to be an important part of this effort.

Skype Call with Liddles, Friday August 30 at 5:30pm
All are welcome to join us in the office Conference Room to converse
with the Liddles. Jessica Olson, Andy Fena, and Jill Pospisil will soon be
visiting the Liddles in East Timor, leaving Duluth on September 27.
Tom and Monica from our congregation serve with the Protestant
Church in East Timor (ITPL) in Timor-Leste, formerly called East Timor.
Monica works as a Naturopathic Doctor in Immanuel Clinic Lospalos,
and Tom, an ordained UCC minister, serves with the IPTL.
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Team and Committee
Meetings
Stewardship Team:
Thursday September 5
5:30pm in the Conference Room
Acting for Justice Hub:
Sunday, September 8
11:30 in the Fireside Room
Children’s Ministry Team:
Tuesday September 10
5:30pm in the Conference Room
Worship & Arts Committee:
Tuesday September 10
7:00pm in the Music Room
History Team:
Wednesday September 11
10am-12pm in the Heritage Room
Shared Ministry Team:
Wednesday September 11
4:30pm in the Conference Room
Property Team:
Wednesday September 11
6pm in the Fellowship Hall
Food & Fellowship Team:
September 11
6pm in the Fellowship Hall
Finance Team:
Wednesday September 11
6pm in the Conference Room
Dismantling Racism Team:
Thursday September 12
3:30pm in the Conference Room
Health and Wellness Team:
Sunday September 15
11:30 in the Conference Room
Climate Justice Team:
Monday September 16
5:30pm in Lakeview Classroom
Adult Ed Team:
Tuesday September 17
4:00pm in the Conference Room

Coordinating Council
will meet Tuesday,
September 17 at 7pm in the
Fireside Room

October Peace Bell
articles are due
Monday, September 16

Children’s Ministry Corner
Teach Sunday School!

Farewell, Kelli
Farewell to Kelli Farell as our Children’s Ministry
Coordinator. After 3 years at Peace Church, Kelli has
accepted a full-time teaching position with the Superior
School District. We are grateful for all she did for our kids
in Vacation Bible School, Pageants, Sunday School, and
Kids’ Club, and we wish her well in her new job!

Children’s Ministry Coordinator Position
Peace United Church of Christ in Duluth, MN, a vital and
progressive Christian congregation with a growing
number of families with children, is seeking a part-time
Children’s Ministries Coordinator. This position will
develop and manage the children’s Christian ministries
program in coordination with the Lead Pastor, Faith
Formation Minister and the Children’s Ministry Team.
Immediate supervision by Faith Formation minister with
oversight by the Lead Pastor.
HOURS OF WORK: Part-Time with specific hours and
schedule to be developed
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: Qualifications for this
position include, but are not limited to:
•

education and/or experience in early childhood
education, elementary education, Sunday School
programs, children’s music

•

ability to relate to children and youth and stamina to
keep up with them

•

good organizational skills

•

ability to build trust with children and their parents

SUMMARY OF DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
(For full job description, please visit our website at
www/peaceucc.org)

Explore your faith more deeply through the
eyes and hearts of our Peace Church kids—
Teach Sunday School! We are in need of two
more teachers for grades 2-3.
Kids ages 3 through fifth grade will love
spending time with you each Sunday morning
from 9:30-10:25am. Teaching involves a small
amount of planning and being on a rotation of
teachers for one group of kids. We do team
teaching so you won’t be committed to every
Sunday. If interested, contact Nathan Holst at
218-724-3637 or nathan@peaceucc.org.

Volunteer in the Nursery!
If you enjoy kids, consider volunteering in the
nursery. We desperately need volunteers from
10:30-11:30am in the Peace nurseries on Sunday
mornings. Staff are present, but we need extra
volunteers to interact with the kiddos. You can
read stories, color, play toys, play games, do
puzzles, or more. This is a great way for us to
support our many young families, which we
are so fortunate to have here at Peace Church.

Peace Church Nursery Staff Position
Purpose: To provide care, support, and guidance
for children birth-5 years old, as well as provide a
positive and safe atmosphere in the nursery for
children and their families during church services,
Wednesday night programming, and special
events.
Responsibilities/Skills Required:
- Interact with children through play, books and
conversation.

Children’s Christian Education
Work in collaboration with the Lead Pastor, Faith
Formation Minister, Children’s Ministry team, and
volunteers to develop and coordinate the Peace Church
children’s Christian education program on Sunday
mornings and Wednesday evenings.

- Provide toileting and diapering needs for children
when needed.

Nursery

- Certified or willing to be certified in Pediatric CPR
and First Aid.

Coordinate and supervise Peace nurseries’ hired staff
and volunteers and assure the safety and comfort of
children during nursery care.

- Work with nursery volunteers, providing guidance
and support when needed.

- Must pass a pre-employment background check.
- Friendly and Fun!

Administrative, Training and Development

Hours:

Organize and lead monthly Children’s Ministry Team
meetings, write monthly articles for the Peace newsletter,
and provide email reminders of activities.

Sundays – 9:30-11:30am

APPLICATION PROCESS: Please submit cover letter
and resume by mail to 1111 N 11th Ave E, Duluth MN
55805, ATTN: Children’s Ministries; or electronically to
office@peaceucc.org. Application review begins
September 14; position will be open until filled.

Special events as needed per your availability.

Wednesdays – 5:15-8:00pm (on rotation)
To Apply: Please email cover letter and resume to
office@peaceucc.org. For more information,
please call the church office at 218-724-3637.
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Nathan’s Column

Youth Group

“Ring the bells that still can ring
Forget your perfect offering
There is a crack in everything
That’s how the light gets in”
~Lenard Cohen

With fall upon us,
leaves starting to
change and even
drop, I can’t help but
start to think about
what this season does
best: beauty and compost. Isn’t it a strange and wonderful gift that
fall gives us—an incredible show of color before the browns all fall
and start the messy transformation process of turning what has
died into new life?
My partner Sarah’s favorite theological image is compost. It’s
such a real and tangible description of how God works, and it’s so
relatable—God is there in the messiness of our daily lives, in the
mud and muck, mysteriously transforming what sometimes seems
like useless goop into the rich, holy soil of life. Anyone who has
seen the full cycle of compost knows that after the whole process,
it’s such a satisfying experience to have the kind of soil that will
nourish a whole new set of plants in a new season. But I’m getting
a bit ahead here, as fall is only the beginning—the not-quite-thereyet. We don’t get the yield of life without the hard work of
transformation that happens in the winter and into the spring.
With our adult forum series this fall focusing on climate change
(our theme is “tending the earth, tending each other”), I also think
about the larger season we are experiencing as a people and
where we are headed. Perhaps you might say that we are in the
fall of that experience—the world as we have known it in all its
beauty seems to be on course for shifting and there are lots of
unknowns ahead. But we also know that part of what it means to
be “church” is gathering and visioning what we can offer as a
people, how we can come together to do the hard, messy work of
transformation in this time of uncertainty, each bringing our own
unique gifts that support the whole. And we are not alone. There
are a multitude of hope-filled people already responding and
preparing for winter and spring. We’ll get the chance this fall in our
Sunday morning forums to hear some of the inspiring stories of
local responses—topics ranging from Indigenous Water Walkers
to climate justice advocacy. Our hope is that you might hear a
piece of your own story in the stories that are shared in the
forums, and be inspired to respond in your own way.
The beauty of church is that there is always a way to live out
our discipleship. For some, life may be so full of difficulty that just
staying connected and encouraging others may be the right fit. Or
perhaps some might experience a calling to help our church live
into its values around climate justice by doing something like
organizing a compost system (like we did this summer—we finally
have a partnership with WLSSD to pick up our food waste—check
out the new system in the kitchen and the bin in the lower parking
lot). Still others might join a book study (like the Braiding
Sweetgrass study that we’ll have in September and October) or
join a justice team and get more involved in advocating for the
kind of public justice that our faith calls us to.
Whatever your life circumstance or call right now, I pray that
you experience the beauty of the fall and look for where God is
working in the compost of your life, connecting your story to the
larger story of all God’s people.
May it be so.
Nathan
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September Youth Group
Fall is here and that means it’s time for
youth group to start again! Our first youth
group of the year is on Wednesday,
September 11. We’ll be kicking off with root
beer floats, gaga ball, and our awesome
Peer Ministry program to help shape our year
together. Don’t miss this great space of
connection and fun—join us on Wednesday
nights from 6pm-7:30pm in the Peace youth
room for some awesome times!

Middle School Fall Lock-In
Middle School Youth! This is still a month
off, but wanted to make sure you all knew
early that we’re planning a lock in this fall on
Oct. 4-5. It’s going to be tons of fun, so get it
on your calendars early. More details to
come soon, so keep an eye out for an email
from Nathan or a sign up sheet outside the
church office.

OWL—Our Whole Lives

If there are any incoming 8th graders who
have not received information about the
OWL (Our Whole Lives) Sexuality
Curriculum, please let Nathan know at
nathan@peaceucc.org so all our youth
have an opportunity to be a part of the
program. We look forward to another great
year of OWL, starting in the fall.

Fenske Camping Trip

Peace
Church
middle
schoolers
had a
great time
camping
and
canoeing
at Fenske
Lake
near Ely!

Peace People
Thank You!

Keep in Your Prayers

➢To the adults who went with Pastor Kathy and Nathan
on the Youth Work Camp to Denver – Holly BowenBailey, Lisa Brown and Warren Post. We couldn’t do this
without them!
➢To the chaperones on the middle school canoe trip with
Nathan: Sarah Holst and her parents—Lance and Paula
Wurst, Warren Post, Angela and Luther Qson.
➢To the Food and Fellowship Committee for another
awesome Church Picnic on August 4, to the musicians
who made up our “Tent Band”, and to the great people
who showed up at 8am to put up the tent: Doug BowenBailey, Jim Larson, Cyndi Brown, Dave Courtright, Matt

The Tent Band

➢

Jan Eschbach, recovering from severe burns
at Regions Hospital in St. Paul. Cards can be
sent to Jan Eschbach, patient, Burn Unit,
Regions Hospital, 640 Jackson St., St. Paul
MN 55101. Updates on Caring Bridge:
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/
janeschbach/journal

➢

Sarah Jessico in a longer term care facility in
Alexandria. Cards can be sent to her at 1610
8th Ave E, Alexandria, MN 56308.

➢

Ben Flotten, recovering from extensive knee
surgery.

➢

To Aimee Brown on the death of her mother,
Mary.

➢

To Jane and Peter Aas on the death of
Peter’s father, Hans.

➢

To Diana Machones, on the death of her
husband Joe.

➢

To Hugh Fifield, son of Liz and Owen,
who was baptized on August 25th.

Sympathy

Congratulations

Farewell
Ryan, Tim Peters and Dan Shepard—there would be no
outdoor worship without you!
➢Thank you to those who provided special music for the
month of August: Wendy Durrwachter, Susan Larson
Kidd, the Tent Band, the Lounge Hounds, Kirby Wood,
Jane Rupel, and Tom and Nina Wilkowske.
➢Huge thank you to the hard-working ladies who cleaned
the church kitchen on Aug. 20: Lynn Devlin, Leanne
Ventrella, Gudrun Witrak, Mary Adams, Cathy Ameel and
Cathy Wood. The islands, pots and pans, trays, utensils,
bins, cabinets and refrigerator are all clean and
organized!
➢To Ann Carlander and Burnell Peterson for hosting the
incoming 9th graders at their house for an overnight.

➢

To Jane Rupel and Nina and Tom
Wilkowske who have moved to Madison,
Wisconsin. Cards can be sent to 2669 Hoard
St., Madison, WI, 53704

Sharon Kirtley’s Handicap Van for sale:
2006 Chevy Express,156,158 miles. Remote
operated lift. Extended roof. A/C. 8 doors. Very
clean and well maintained. $14,000. Call Rick at
218-724-1165 or text 218-216-4842.

Communion at our annual Outdoor Worship

Peaceful Moment at
Fenske Lake
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Voices for Justice
Voices for Justice

Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice. We are energized and
heartened by hearing each other’s stories. Each month, we will share a brief story from members of our
community, learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes. If you would like to share
your story, or want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office.
Every story is a gift.

Beth Bartlett: Bending the Arc Toward Healing, Harmony, and Justice
“Finding meaning in life, creating a just and peaceful world, healing
and wholeness, and connection with the natural world have been the
continual themes throughout my life.” For Beth Bartlett, the most pressing
issue at this time is “climate change and all of the social issues
surrounding it.” The issues that matter most to her are all rooted in
climate, environment, and environmental justice—and include Line 3 and
Polymet; racial injustice; oppression on the basis of sex and gender;
immigration; war and militarism; the economic divide. What Beth would
most like to change is the patriarchal paradigm of dominance over “the
earth, animals, women, and oppressed Others.” Her life work has focused
on shifting to an ecofeminist paradigm of “equality, respect, and harmony.”
Beth has dedicated her life to helping create this change—as a teacher
and scholar, an author, an activist, and a healer. She taught political
science and women’s studies at UMD, and was a founding force for the
Women’s Studies department. She also was an active force in the
growing feminist movement in Duluth, working with ground-breaking
feminist organizations. She found community in women’s music and
continues to sing with Wild by Nature. Since she retired from UMD in 2017, she has continued her activism.
She also has continued her development as a healer, establishing her spiritual direction practice as well as
facilitating healing in those who have experienced trauma. “I do believe that in healing trauma we help to heal
the world.”
“The call ‘to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God’ is rooted deeply in my faith tradition,”
Beth states. But she also struggled with that faith tradition—“with its patriarchal and misogynist culture.” She has
learned much from Buddhist, feminist, and creation spirituality, in addition to Christianity. “In order to walk
humbly on this earth, I needed radically to change and expand my understanding of faith.”
Beth’s life has been shaped by the confluence of faith and action.
“I went to my first march for peace against the Vietnam War in 1971, and I have been marching and rallying
ever since: for the ERA, Take Back the Night, marches protesting wars, marches for the climate, clean water,
Black Lives Matter. “I’ve stood on street corners and spoken at rallies and been a peace marshal and held
signs...I’ve spent a lot of time at public hearings.”
Behind the scenes, Beth has been cooking meals for Loaves and Fishes for over two decades. She helps
grow the Peace Garden, delivers food to CHUM, supports water protectors with food and baked goods.
She feels a responsibility “as a settler on this land, to act in whatever ways I could that would be reparative
and restorative to the indigenous community.” This has meant speaking at PUC meetings about the Sandpiper
and Line 3 pipelines, baking bread for Standing Rock, participating in vigils. “Mostly it has meant befriending,
and those friendships are the basis for everything.” Recently, she became certified in Indigenous FocusingOriented Therapy (IFOT) for complex trauma, which she hopes to offer in the indigenous community.
Beth sees her work at UMD as another way of putting her beliefs into action, as she helped students to think
about justice, patriarchy, and oppression, encouraging them to “bend the universe toward justice.” “I hope that I
helped generations of students find their authentic selves and voices.”
Beth is also an author who finds that writing is another way of acting on her beliefs. Rebellious Feminism and
Making Waves: Grassroots Feminism in Duluth and Superior articulates her feminist beliefs, as well as records a
significant history of feminist activism in Duluth. Journey of the Heart, a reflection on her heart transplant, is a
powerful expression of her faith journey and her desire to help others in their own healing.
“Healing lies in…affirming dignity, fighting injustice, acting with compassion, honoring friendship, and
sustaining a spirituality that integrates mind, body, spirit, and the earth.” (from Rebellious Feminism)
Interviewed by Pamela Mittlefehldt
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Community / CHUM
Community Conversations

CHUM is “People of faith
working together to provide
basic necessities, foster
stable lives, and organize for just and
compassionate community.”

Thursday, September 12
6-8pm at the Duluth Folk School
“Creating new pathways and partnerships for
individuals with disabilities in the Northland.” All are
invited to gather to share stories, discuss possible
strategies and barriers, and build a sustainable
coalition of care for our neighbors with disabilities.
Watch the film, “Of the Community,” and participate in
a roundtable discussion with several persons with
disabilities. Duluth Folk School, 1917 W. Superior St.
For more info, contact Jeff Mortimore, Community
Connector at Residential Services Inc. 218.740-7639
or jeffrey.mortimore@residentialservices.org.

CHUM is always in need of socks and underwear for
men and women. There is a donation basket
available in the narthex of Peace Church.
Thank you for your continuing support of the
ministries of CHUM!

Peace Church Meals
at CHUM Drop In Center

(located at 125 North 1st Ave West)
Wednesday Breakfast: September 11 & 25

Family Course on Mental Illnesses
Offered in Duluth

Join this fun group at 9am and help to fix a breakfast
for the folks at the Drop In Center.

NAMI Minnesota (National Alliance on Mental Illness)
offers a free course that helps families gain a greater
understanding of mental illness, discuss resources,
build communication skills, reduce stress and find
support. The Family-to-Family course meets weekly
for 12 weeks on Thursdays starting Sept. 12, from
6:00-8:30 p.m., at Birch Tree Center, 4720 Burning
Tree Road, Duluth. For information or to register
(required), call Cindy at 218-477-0097.

Help and donations for the dinner are always
welcome! Let us know if you’d like to be on the email
list to provide food and/or help serve.
Call the church office at 218-724-3637.

Duluth Mental Health Support &
Education Group for Families

Sunday, September 8, 4pm at Peace Church

Thursday CHUM Dinner: September 19

Chum Church Worship
CHUM Church intentionally invites people of all
abilities who wish to worship in an accessible,
welcoming, and inclusive environment. For more
information, contact Sue Anderson, 218-740-2498
or sanderson@chumduluth.org.

NAMI Minnesota also sponsors free support
groups for families and friends of individuals living
with a mental illness. Led by trained facilitators, the
support groups help families and individuals develop
better coping skills and find strength through sharing
their experiences.
➢ A family support group meets in Duluth on the
last Tuesday of the month 6-7pm, followed by an
educational meeting 7-8pm, at Miller Dwan
Hospital, 502 E. 2nd St., in conference room 3.
For information, call 218-409-6566.
➢ A NAMI Connection peer support group for
adults recovering from mental illness meets
weekly in Duluth on Mondays, from 6-7:30pm,
at Peace Church. For more information, contact
Jake at 218-591-2925 or Jill at 218-348-5417.

St. Mark AME Church
Anniversary Celebration
Saturday, September 14, 4-6pm
530 N 5th Ave. E
Join St. Mark AME Church and the community in
celebrating their contributions to the city of Duluth.

The Victory Chorus
Sunday, September 15

Hope/Healing

The Victory Chorus, a program of Dementia Friendly
Duluth, is gearing up for another session! Session 3 will
begin on Sunday, September 15 at
the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Duluth, 835
West College St.

Monday, September 9
A community gathering to raise awareness about sex
trafficking, 4:30-7:30pm at AICHO/Bob Powless
Cultural Center, 202 E 2nd St. Donation: $15/person
or $20/family. Performances by Lyz Jaakola,
Natasha Lancour, Regina Laroche, Sara Thomsen.
Featured speaker: Christine Stark. Dinner and
childcare will be provided.

For more info, contact Beth Kaiser, Community
Outreach Coordinator for The Victory Chorus,
at (218)343-8145. Or if you are interested in joining the
Victory Chorus as a Participant or Volunteer, please call
(218) 390-7533 or email MStender@theVictoryFund.org.
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September Volunteer Schedules
Sunday September 1
8:30 service
Lay Leader: Cindy McLean
Ushers: Marge Anderson and Jerry Cleveland
10:30 service
Lay Leader: Cindy Macaulay
Greeters: Laura Tonkin, Bill DeRoche,
Patty Guist
Ushers: Warren Post, John Moeller, Sue Munns,
Tim Peters
Sunday September 8
8:30 service
Lay Leader: Marilyn Mayry
Ushers: Leanne Ventrella and Paul O’Brien
10:30 service
Greeters: Ron and Julie Deters, Angie Miller
Ushers: Tim Peters, Marsha Hystead, Mike
Schrage, Julie MacKenzie

Many thanks to all
our volunteers!

Nursery

Sunday September 22
8:30 service: Taizé service—no Ushers, no Lay Leader
10:30 service
Lay Leader: Ellyn Wiens
Greeters: Carl Huber, Anna Huber, Anne Skwira-Brown
Ushers: Warren Post, Kelli Hallsten-Erickson, Lynn
Watson, Susan Ranfranz
Sunday September 29
8:30 service
Lay Leader: Kay Stevens

Lay Leader: John Pegg

Sunday September 15
8:30 service
Lay Leader: Sara K Carlson
Ushers: Gayle and Jack Kelly

Sunday September 15
10:30 service
Lay Leader: Gary Boelhower
Greeters: Ellyn Wiens, Cindy Macaulay, Ellen Shelhon
Ushers: Warren Post, Robin Davidson, Ann Carlander,
Gary Anderson

Ushers: Lynn Lanier and Lynn Devlin
10:30 service
Lay Leader: Veronica Gaidelis-Langer
Greeters: Ellyn Wiens, Lisa Brown, Heather Muster
Ushers: Warren Post, Tom and Christine Day, Matt Ryan

Coffee Hour Teams
Coffee Hour
September Schedule

Coordinators:
Volunteers Needed! We are in need Holly & Doug Bowen-Bailey, 722-7166
of nursery volunteers each
Laurie Anderson, 724-1294

Sunday in September.

Monday Meals at
Dorothy Day House
(1712 Jefferson)

September 2: Beth Bartlett
September 9: Nancy Taggart
September 16: Gayle & Jack Kelly
September 23: Lisa Brown
September 30: Veronica GaidelisLanger

Damiano Soup Kitchen
Sunday, September 8
1:20pm: Pam Kramer, Gayle and
Jack Kelly, Laurie Berner, Lisa Brown
4:30pm: Loni Cran-Hovis, Penny
Cragun, Ian Connell, Alex Dean,
Mary Adams

Coming up — October
Coordinators:
Sharon Crosby, 624-5582
Marian Jensen, 723-8156
Robin Davidson, 310-4749

September 1: Laurie
Set-up (8:45am): Cindy and Mark Poirier
Serve/Clean-up (10am): Angie and Pat
O’Connell

Sara K. Carlson, 591-4144

September 8: CE Team

Jim & Vivian Gangl, 722-4905

September 15: Holly
Set-up (9:40am): Katey Fornear, Molly
Watson
Serve/Clean-up (11:20am): Diane and
Mike Swanowski, Dennis Hamsher

JT Haines & Maria Corradi,
969-0949

September 22: Laurie
Set-up (9:40am): Kay and Bob Stevens,
Britt Rohrbaugh
Serve/Clean-up (11:20am): Ann and
Kevin Skwira-Brown
September 29: Holly
Set-up (9:40am): Liz and Owen Fifield
Serve/Clean-up (11:20am): Elsie Cook,
Todd and Kim Landon
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Jerry Cleveland & Marge Anderson,
724-4391
Chris & Joy Dunham, 260-0920

Erica & Chris Henkel, 349-4768
Dan & Erin Kraker, 343-3178
Ingrid Nisswandt & Chris Larsen,
724-6104
Carrie Plamann & Rolf Hagberg,
525-0321
Jim & Jill Pospisil 724-8337
Kenji & Stacy Sudoh, 728-1568
Amy & Tavis Westbrook, 728-2550
Vicki Westrick, 590-9991
Leslie Williamson White, 343-3475
Mark White

Peace United Church of Christ
1111 North 11th Avenue East
Duluth, MN 55805-1517

Non-profit
Organization
US Postage PAID
Permit No. 84
Duluth, MN

(218) 724-3637
www.peaceucc.org
E-mail: office@peaceucc.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

If you are not interested in receiving the
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office
(see phone # and e-mail address above)

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am
PEACE CHURCH STAFF
Lead Pastor: Rev. Kathy Nelson

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell
Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls

Music Director: Jim Pospisil

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson

Faith Formation Minister: Nathan Holst
Children’s Ministry Coordinator: (accepting applications)
Visitation: Cheryl Walsh

Custodian: Dan Shepard
Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter
Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation:
Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, and Rev. John Szarke

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday: 9am-3pm, Friday: 9am-noon
PHONE: 218-724-3637
Web: peaceucc.org
Facebook: peace.church.duluth
EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Kathy: knelson@peaceucc.org
Office: office@peaceucc.org
Jim: jim@peaceucc.org Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org
Tim Peters: tpnc53@gmail.com
Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org Janell: janell@peaceucc.org Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org
If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events,
please send an email request to the church office: office@peaceucc.org

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota
Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God
Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,
committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including
all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,
gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome!
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