August 2019

Peace Family Campfire

Annual Outdoor Worship and Picnic

Wednesday, August 7, 5-7pm at the
Courtright home

Sunday, August 4

Once again, Elise and Dave Courtright will
welcome Peace people, especially those with kiddos,
to their home at 4902 Oneida Street for a campfire,
songs, and picnic. Hot dogs, tofu dogs, and lemonade
will be provided, as well as s’mores.
Bring a dish to share and your campfire
chair! Sign up in the Narthex so they know how much
food to prepare.

Middle School Camping Trip
Fenske Lake Campground
Sun.–Tues., August 18–20
Join us for our annual trip into the BWCA! We will
stay at Fenske Lake Campground on the Echo Trail.
Activities include swimming, hiking, s'more making/
eating, sleeping in tents, and just getting to know
each other better. They have a wonderful swimming
beach, fishing pier and camp sites. On Monday we
will venture into the BWCA to see the pictographs on
Lake Hegman and take time for swimming and
fishing. We also plan to visit the Wolf Center.
We will leave after worship on Sunday August 18 and
return on Tuesday August 20 in the afternoon. See
Nathan for more information or email
nathan@peaceucc.org to sign up!

Join us for worship, fellowship and good food! The
10:30 worship service will be held outdoors, under
the tent by the lower parking lot, followed by a potluck
lunch in the Fellowship Hall. Chicken and beverages
will be provided. Please bring a side dish, salad or
dessert to share. Everyone is welcome. Thanks to the
Food and Fellowship Team for sponsoring.
Volunteers needed at 8 am to help set up the
tent. Picnic clean-up help is always welcome!

Just Peace Picnic
Tuesday, August 13 at 5:30 pm
In the Fellowship Hall!
Free Supper!
Join together to share your ideas for the
upcoming programming year!
Everyone is invited to our Just Peace Picnic to
learn more about past activities Peace Church has
engaged in and to share ideas about where to put our
energy for 2019- 2020. We will do big-picture
brainstorming, and then break into sub-groups to
organize. Teams you can be part of include:
Sanctuary Team, Dismantling Racism Team, FEET
(Food, Energy and Environment Team), Open and
Affirming Team, and Global Ministries Team. Nathan,
Pastor Kathy and John Doberstein, our new Just
Peace Council Chair, will facilitate the meeting and do
the cooking. All are welcome!

Work Campers before boarding the bus to Denver, Colorado

From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson
On July 21, the story of Mary and Martha came up in the lectionary readings. I have always loved this story
and, in fact, have an apron given to me by the Witraks that says “Martha, Martha.” I wear it when I cook
breakfast with others at the Chum Drop-In Center. I get to make the scrambled eggs, as I have been banned
from pancakes, not having the patience for them to rise and fully cook.
The story of Mary and Martha is not only the story of two sisters, but also much more; it is a story that bridges
the parable of the Good Samaritan, teaching us how to love our neighbors—all our neighbors, even the ones we
don’t like—and Jesus’ teachings on prayer, one important way to love our God.
The story begins with Jesus showing up in Bethany at Martha’s house needing some hospitality. Look at
Martha a little more closely and you will see a very, very surprising thing—Martha is the one who invited Jesus to
their house. She was the one to invite him in, something that was unheard of in Jewish culture at that time.
Women were not permitted to go around inviting guests over; it was a man’s prerogative. Martha is acting in a
liberated, ground-breaking way. She is a pioneer. As Rev. Bruce Powers wrote, “I think we see in Martha
something of the impact of Jesus on those around him. We see his liberation already at work. For him, women
were not lesser beings. Somewhere in the weeks before this event, Martha had already come under the
affirming influence of this Jesus from Nazareth that emboldened her to go against convention and invite him to
dinner.”
We are told in these four short verses that Martha gets busy and prepares a meal. Mary remains seated, but
she is not sitting idly at Jesus’ feet; Mary is listening to his teachings. The expression “sitting at the feet” was a
common way of stating that a man was receiving instruction from a rabbi; however, here it is a woman. This is
the first recorded case of this happening because women were not allowed to receive instruction. At the time
people believed, “Better the Scriptures be burnt than taught to a woman.” Like Martha, Mary had already come
under the liberating influence of Jesus. In their own way, both women honor their guest, and both are set free in
radical ways.
I give thanks for this congregation that continues to find ways to love both God and all our neighbors. At
times we sit and listen, and other times we get busy, working to provide radical hospitality through our work as a
sanctuary congregation, an open and affirming congregation, or a congregation making meals for the folks at the
Chum Drop-In Center.
On Tuesday, August 13, I hope you will join me and others for dinner and a time to listen at the Just Peace
picnic in our backyard; we’ll think about what issues we want to work on as a congregation in the coming
program year. Where is God calling this congregation to put its time and energy? I will have my apron on to help
with the cooking…Martha, Martha…but I will also spend a good part of the evening sitting and listening to you
and our still speaking God.
Peace friends,
~Pastor Kathy

Annette Strom and Susan Ranfranz
performed a liturgical dance of Martha &
Mary. Annette and her husband Tim will soon return to
Singapore for another year of teaching. If you are
interested in learning liturgical dance, please contact
Susan at (218) 525-7369.
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Sundays in August / Confirmation
We continue to have two services on Sunday mornings, at 8:30am and 10:30am.
At our 8:30 service, we share communion every Sunday. At our 10:30 service, we share communion the first
Sunday of the month. The sermon and children’s time at both services is the same except for the fourth
Sunday of each month when our 8:30 service is a Taizé Service (prayer, song, scripture, and meditation).

Sunday, August 4
Outdoor Service at 10:30am,
Picnic following the service
Scripture: Luke 12:13-21
Sermon: “Soul Investment”
Join us in the backyard under the big
yellow tent at 10:30am for our annual
outdoor worship service. We will sing some
great old hymns, and Music Director Jim
Pospisil has lined up a wonderful band. A
picnic will follow in the Fellowship Hall. Our
8:30 service will be in the sanctuary. The
work camp youth will share their stories.
Communion will be served at both worship
services.
Sunday, August 11
Scriptures: Hebrews 11 & Luke 12:32–40
Dr. Gary Boelhower will be our preacher
this morning. Special music by Susan
Larson Kidd at both services.
Sunday, August 18
Scriptures: Isaiah 5:1–7 & Luke 12:49–56
Sermon: “Restore Us”
This morning there will be great music by
Dave Winchester at 8:30 and The Lounge
Hounds at 10:30.
Sunday, August 25
Taizé Service at 8:30 am. Nathan Holst will
be our preacher at 10:30 am.

Pride Worship
September 1st at 10 am
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
219 North 6th Avenue East
We will have a booth at Bayfront Festival Park
on Saturday, August 31 with Gloria Dei and the
Unitarian Church. If you can help at the booth,
let Pastor Kathy know. We will also walk
together in the Pride Parade on Sunday,
September 1 at noon in Superior. Please join
us!

First Year Confirmation
Calling All 9th Graders!
We have a great group of youth and an exciting year
planned for you with class the first and third Wednesdays
from 7–8:15 pm.
We will also have retreats and opportunities for service. Part
of the class expectations is regular participation in worship
(beyond confirmation class) at least once a month.
Our first meeting will be on Wednesday, September 18th
at 7 pm with youth and parents. Pastor Kathy Nelson will
be the primary teacher; Nathan Holst and others will also be
part of the group. You will receive a full schedule by mail in
early August.

Second Year Confirmation
10th Graders!
The Second Year Confirmation Class will meet on the
second and fourth Wednesdays of each month from 7–
8:15 pm. You will receive a full schedule by mail prior to the
first class on Wednesday, September 11th. It will be great
to be back together again!

The Sunday Special
We are a spiritual and social support group for individuals,
families, caregivers, and workers who live and work with
disabilities, special needs, and mental health issues. Our
meetings will take place in the Fireside Room on the Third
Sunday of the month after the 10:30 worship service
from 11:45am-1pm beginning in September.
New, exciting topics are planned for the group, including:
 September 22: Casual Meet & Greet
 October 20: THE BRAIN presented by Susan Larson
Kidd
 November 17: RESOURCE FAIR featuring community
resources

Help With Sunday Worship Services
Do you want to join the Usher/Greeter/Lay Reader
Team at Peace Church?
We would love more help volunteering at Sunday worship
services! Let Janell know which service you prefer
(janell@peaceucc.org). Instructions are available, and there
is always a lead usher to guide you at the 10:30 service. We
use an online sign-up, so you can pick your dates, and sign
up as often or as little as you’d like (you can also sign up
directly with Janell if you’d rather not use SignUp Genius).
Give it a try and see how you like it. It’s a great way to feel
more connected here at Peace while getting to know your
fellow Peace friends better!
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Groups, Gatherings, and Opportunities to Serve
All-Church Camp Out
Friday, August 16
at the home of
Ann Carlander and Burnell Peterson

Beloved Community
Sunday, August 4 at 3pm
in the Fireside Room
We invite you to join us on the first Sunday of each
month from 3:00-4:30pm as we gather for a time to
center ourselves in music, story, prayer and language
that is inclusive to all, remembering our connection to
one another and to all that is, a place to come
together to connect with one another through and
with the Divine. No meeting September 1st.

Ann and Burnell have graciously invited Peace
people for a camping overnight on their land near
Wrenshall. There is room to pitch tents and enjoy their
beautiful property while roasting hotdogs at the
campfire and a potluck supper. They have trails,
streams, forests, a pond, and a sauna. Sign up in the
narthex. Contact Kelli at kelli@peaceucc.org or (218)
724-3637 for more information.

Centering Prayer in Chapel
Wednesdays 5-5:30pm (4:30 info session)

Men’s Breakfast

Centering Prayer is a modern Christian
contemplative prayer practice, or a method of
meditation. All the major faith traditions have
recognized and placed a high value on the
transforming power of meditation. Its purpose is to
learn to open ourselves to God’s extraordinary love in
ordinary, daily life. All are welcome to join in this time
of quiet meditation.

August 8 & 22, 7am, New London Café
Come to eat and converse at the New London
Café, 4721 East Superior Street. We meet every other
Thursday. All men are invited to attend.

Peace Church Meals
at CHUM Drop-in Center
Wednesday Breakfast
August 14 & 28 at 9am

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
6pm in the Fireside Room
Join us on Wednesday evenings, reading the Gospel
lesson for the coming Sunday using the Lectio Divina
method. Lectio Divina is listening for the still, small
voice of God that speaks to us. No prior biblical
knowledge needed! We close with prayer, each
praying for the person on his or her right. Join us as
we practice this ancient and yet very relevant method
of Bible study.

Join this fun group and help to fix a breakfast
for the folks at the Chum Drop-in Center
(located at 125 N 1st Ave West).

Chum National Night Out Picnic
Tuesday, August 6, 6-8pm
You’re invited to celebrate with Chum, get to know
your neighbors, and enjoy free food and good
company at the Chum Food Shelf parking lot, 120 N
1st Avenue W. Peace Church will be donating one
gallon of potato salad!

Liturgical Dance at Peace
Be a part of sacred movement in Sunday worship
services! You need no prior experience, but you do
need a sense of exploration, collaboration, and an
open heart.
You can be any age, from a child to an elder. The
time commitment is flexible, and practice is fun and
joyful.

Thursday CHUM Dinner—August 15
Help and donations for the dinner are always
welcome! Let us know if you’d like to be on the email list
to provide food and/or help serve. Call the church office at
218-724-3637.

If you want more information please contact Susan
Ranfranz at (218) 525-7369. (For pictures of Susan
and Annette Strom‘s most recent dance, see page 2).

Chum Church Worship
Sunday, August 11, 4pm at Peace Church

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group, Monday
Women’s Book Group, Lenox Spiritual Life
Group, Third Tuesday Podcast Lunch, the
Sunday Special, and the Peace Grief Support
Group are taking a summer break and will resume
in September.

CHUM Church intentionally invites people of all
abilities who wish to worship in an accessible,
welcoming, and inclusive environment. For more
information, contact Sue Anderson, 218-740-2498 or
sanderson@chumduluth.org.
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Moderator’s Report & other Church News...
Summer is a time for family and friends to get together inside and outside.
Peace members have several opportunities for picnics and gatherings
where we can embrace the beautiful weather and enjoy each other’s
company as we celebrate our faith. The culmination will be the church
picnic August 4 where all are welcome at 10:30 for the outdoor service
and then wonderful food.
Peace hosted a moving vigil “Lights for Liberty” on July 12. The greater
Duluth community joined Peace members for a reflective and prayerful
time to end abuse in detention camps. There is spirit to move forward
toward peace and justice for all persons in our local and world community.
Thank you to the hosts.
July was also a time of discussions with staff members on their work and
their visions. We are fortunate to have effective and caring people in all
positions at Peace. Just entering the door brings us in contact with a staff
member who provides welcome and comfort. The staff all reviewed their
work and expanded their roles; it is our pleasure as church members to
thank them and let them know how much they are appreciated.
May we all enjoy the blessings of summer together.
Respectfully, Susan Isernhagen, Moderator

Save the date & stay tuned for more
information about the first-ever

Peace Church Clothing Exchange!
Cleaning out your closets? Consider setting aside the
most special pieces that are nice, but you just don't
wear, and save them for Friday evening, September 27. Women of all
sizes are invited to bring their fun-but-unworn clothes and accessories to
exchange with one another. It's a fun and sustainable way to refresh your
closet. You'll find more details in the September newsletter!

Fall Climate Justice Book Studies—Save the dates!
This fall there will be a number of ways to get involved in our adult ed
theme, “Tending the Earth, Tending Each Other,” One of those ways will
be to join a small group book study. Our first group will meet on two
consecutive Mondays (Sept. 30th and Oct. 7th) from 6-8pm for a light
supper and conversation focused on the book “Braiding Sweet Grass.”
Then again later in the fall we’ll gather again on two Mondays (Nov. 11th
and Nov. 18th) from 6-8pm for supper and to talk about Joanna Macy’s
book, “Active Hope.”
Look for details in the September Peace Bell; for now, feel free to look for
the books and mark the dates on your calendar. Email Nathan at
nathan@peaceucc.org with questions or to RSVP for any of the dates.

Team and Committee
Meetings
Children’s Ministry Team:
Tuesday August 6
5:30pm in the Conference Room
Acting for Justice Hub:
Sunday, August 11
11:30 in the Fireside Room
Worship & Arts Committee:
Tuesday August 13
5:30pm in the Music Room
History Team:
Wednesday August 14
10am-12pm in the Heritage Room
Shared Ministry Team:
Wednesday August 14
4:30pm in the Conference Room
Property Team:
Wednesday August 14
6pm in the Fellowship Hall
Food & Fellowship Team:
No scheduled meetings until
September
Finance Team:
Wednesday August 14
6pm in the Conference Room
Dismantling Racism Team:
Thursday August 15
3:30pm in the Conference Room
Health and Wellness Team:
Sunday August 18
11:30 in the Conference Room
Adult Ed Team:
Tuesday August 20
3:30pm in the Conference Room
Stewardship Team:
Thursday August 22
5:30pm (off site)

Coordinating Council
will meet Tuesday,
August 20 at 7pm in the
Fireside Room

Update on MN UCC Annual Conference

New Peace Bell Editor!

At the MN United Church of Christ Annual Conference
this past June, two important resolutions were passed.

After over 18 years of editing our Peace Bell, I am
handing it off to our Children’s Minister, Kelli Farell. She
has awesome skills and experience, and I’m grateful
that she is not only willing but enthusiastic about being
the new editor. Thank you Kelli!
~Janell Kohls

➢A resolution to urge Minnesota to pass a law
designating Minnesota as a Sanctuary State; and
➢A resolution calling for racial justice through
reparations.
For detailed information, go to uccmn.org/resources/
resolutions/ or see Nathan for more information.

September Peace Bell Articles are due
Monday, August 19
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Kelli’s Corner
Sometimes I watch my kids when they argue, and I realize
they sound just like me in an argument. As my favorite
pediatrician has said to me, “If you want to know what you
sound like, listen to your kids when they play.” I suppose that
holds true when the play turns to disagreements.
Those disagreements we have with our partner are our
children’s models for what conflict looks like. For some
parents, however, those arguments are frequent and
frustrating. What effects does this have on our kids?
According to studies, an occasional argument isn’t a big
deal. When they happen often or have destructive elements,
they have a more profound impact on our children’s
development. Examples of destructive behaviors include name
-calling, defensiveness, insults, threats of abandonment,
physical aggression, stonewalling, nonverbal expressions of
hostility, withdrawing from the argument, and capitulation.
In fact, the long-term effects of parental withdrawal appear
to have the most negative impact seemingly because kids
don’t know what’s going on. “Kids are sophisticated conflict
analysts; the degree to which they detect emotion is much
more refined than parents might guess…As a couple, you can’t
resolve a fight you’re not acknowledging you’re having,” writes
Diana Divecha, of the Yale Child Study Center and Yale
Center for Emotional Intelligence.
Kids as young as 6 months of age through at least age 19
are impacted in a variety of ways from these conflict tactics,
including decreased cognitive performance, sleep
disturbances, increased relationship problems, behavioral
problems, physical effects and more.
Research shows that kids need to see parents resolve the
conflict in order to learn how to have healthy disagreements.
Try holding a family meeting after a too-heated argument to
clear the air and reassure kids that you regret fighting like that
over something (keep it vague) you didn’t agree upon. If
applicable, reassure your kids that you still love each other and
remind the kids that sometimes people lose their tempers. (If
you are in a situation that is violent or abusive in any way,
these measures do not apply).
One suggestion for parents to try is to have a code word or
phrase for when to take the argument behind closed doors.
Divecha writes of her code, “I held my fingers an inch apart
and reminded them that the fight was this big, but that the love
was this big—and I held my arms open wide.” Additionally,
younger kids don’t understand the verbal making-up process,
so they may need to see you and your partner hug and kiss, or
see some manner of affection, when the argument is over.

Adopt-A-Backpack!
CHUM and the Duluth School District are
stuffing backpacks with school supplies to give to
families with limited resources, so kids can start the
school year out right!
Go to www.educationalproducts.com/donate and enter
code CHU092 to purchase a backpack online by August 12,
and Educational Products, Inc. will ship it to CHUM in time for
the City of Duluth Parks and Recreation Department Back to
School fair on August 22. Backpacks for younger kids are $11
and $11.50 for the older ones. Thank you!
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Peace Church Kids’ Choir
Wednesdays beginning in September
Top 10 Reasons to go to Kids’ Choir:
10. Light commitment—only two practices a
month and perform at one service a month.
9. We have lots of fun.
8. Susan is hilarious!
7. Stay for dinner, then Kids’ Club at 6 pm!
6. We sing in multiple languages.
5. We also practice rhythm and actions.
4. Choir participation helps kids improve self
esteem and decrease social anxiety.
3. The kids make friends with other kids.
2. Participating in music is candy for brain
development.
And the #1 reason to send your children to
kid’s choir: they learn songs and music that
will nurture their souls for a lifetime!
Practice in the sanctuary every other
Wednesday from 4:45-5:30. Schedules for
fall coming soon! For more information,
contact Susan Larson Kidd
susan.larsonkidd@drslk.com or Kelli Farell
kelli@peaceucc.org or (218) 724-3637.

Teach Sunday School!
Explore your faith more deeply through the
eyes and hearts of our Peace kiddos: Teach
Sunday School! Kids ages 3 through eighth
grade will love spending time with you each
Sunday morning from 9:30-10:25 during
Sunday School. Teaching involves a small
amount of planning and being on a rotation of
teachers for one group of kids. Contact Kelli at
kelli@peaceucc.org or (218) 724-3637.

Volunteer in the Nursery!
If you enjoy kids, consider volunteering in the
nursery. We desperately need volunteers from
10:30-11:30 am in the Peace nurseries on
Sunday mornings. Staff are present, but we
need extra volunteers to interact with the
kiddos. You can read stories, color, play toys,
play games, do puzzles, or more. This is a
great way for us to support our many
young families, which we are so fortunate
to have here at Peace Church.
Please contact Kelli Farell at (218) 724-3637
or kelli@peaceucc.org.

Nathan’s Column

Youth Group
Incoming 9th graders
overnight
August 14–15

“Ring the bells that still can ring
Forget your perfect offering
There is a crack in everything
That’s how the light gets in”
~Lenard Cohen

This last June, we celebrated 30 years of being a Just Peace
Church. It was a beautiful celebration of all our church’s justice work
over the last few decades, and one way we honored our work was by
inviting peace activist and theologian Jack Nelson-Palmeyer to come
and challenge us to live into our work in the coming decades. Since
then, I have been contemplating the centrality of environmental
justice in his message and in particular his use of a quote from
Swedish youth environmental activist Greta Thunberg who said in
reference to global climate crisis, “act as if the house was on fire…
because it is.”

Attention incoming 9th graders! Want
to hang out with friends for an overnight
where there’s food, a sauna, swimming,
and bonfire? We’re having an end of the
summer overnight at Ann Carlander and
Burnell Peterson’s
house in Wrenshall
for all those incoming
9th graders starting
confirmation this fall.

We’ll gather together
on Wednesday,
In the past couple months, I have heard a few people talk in
August 14, 3:30 pm at Peace Church
particular about that quote and the importance of our church in
to carpool to the house, and then once
responding to that “fire” in whatever way we can. And I believe Spirit we get settled in, we’ll have dinner and a
is asking us as a people to discern what it means to be disciples of
chance to play, hike, sauna, swim, and
Jesus (who was always returning to the wilderness to pray) in this
more. Please contact Nathan at
particular time and place, with climate change and detention centers nathan@peaceucc.org if you intend to
on the border in our news. What does discipleship mean for our daily come so we can plan for numbers.
lives and how do our actions connect with what’s happening in the
larger arc of justice?
As a person who has worked quite a bit with youth and children,
I am often thinking about faith formation in relation to what our young
ones will face as they come of age. What can I, and we as a church,
offer them that will help sustain them in the challenges to come?
One of my friends and colleagues in Detroit, Lydia Wylie-Kellermann,
writes about her own struggles with this and articulates it well:

Work Camp
kids in
Denver,
Colorado
cleaning and
helping at a
food pantry.

“I admit that the time in the woods is good respite from Facebook
scrolling where the newsfeed seems filled with silently disappearing
species…it’s the kind of reading that can fill one’s body with grief and
anxiety and make it hard to breathe.
“It also forces me to ask the holy questions about how we are
living in these precious days and what we should to teach our kids. If
the predictions come true, if we…do not systemically change our
impact on the climate…what do I want them to know?
“I want them to love the earth and understand reciprocity. I want
them to know how to work hard with their bodies and grow food. I
want them to know the love of ever-expanding community. I want
them to practice gift economy sharing out of our abundance and our
scarcity. The list goes on.”
As is most often the case when I think about ministry with children
and youth, what is important for them is often also important for the
adults in our community—and that’s why intergenerational work is
such a beautiful thing. Isn’t it important for all of us to “know the love
of ever-expanding community?” Couldn’t we all learn more deeply
how to “love the earth and understand reciprocity?” We may have
different ways to engage at times, but ultimately, we’re all in this
together. Discipleship, following Jesus is an act best done in
community. And we don’t need to be reminded of the need and
urgency of this work. The time is now. Shall we respond to Jack
Nelson-Palmeyer, showing that we are indeed a community that is
grounded in the love of God for all people, that we are ready to
respond to the “fire” in our world, and that we will act together to
spread hope like a mustard seed?
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Evy & Rowan

Ezra
&
Fred

OWL—Our Whole Lives

If there are any incoming 8th graders out
there who have not received information
about the OWL (Our Whole Lives)
Sexuality Curriculum, please let Nathan
know at nathan@peaceucc.org so all our
youth have an opportunity to be a part of
the program. We look forward to another
great year of OWL, starting in the fall.

News From the Liddles in Timor-Leste (formerly East Timor)
Alberto Viegas was the intern at Imanuel Church when we came back to Timor in 2016. We worked together for
9 months before he went back to school in Indonesia. Alberto has been in Lospalos this month doing some
research for his Master’s in Theology. His topic is the church and poverty. For his research, he’s interviewing
church members about their lives, work, struggles and faith. Since Alberto is Timorese, he’s familiar with what
life is like here. But having been studying theology for the past two years, his perspective has changed. He
sees with new eyes. His questions are different. He’s more preoccupied with people’s suffering and the
church’s response. He wonders how people interpret their world, their suffering, and their future. He wonders
how Jesus’ vision of the Kingdom of God can kindle a new mission for IPTL’s ministry.
One morning I joined Alberto for a visit to a church member’s home. We went to Paulo’s house. Paulo and his
wife have several grown children and small grandchildren living with them. Their home is a rusty, corrugated
iron shack. The floor is uneven, hard-packed dirt. Broken plastic chairs surround a small table in the room
where we sat.
For Alberto’s interview Paulo sat on a bamboo bench. Morning sunlight shone through a small window. Paulo’s
wife, a small thin woman, sat across from us. She wiped sweat from her face, having just come in from the
garden. Alberto asked Paulo about his life. Immediately, Paulo sat upright. His face grimaced, revealing deep
wrinkles and worn skin. He began to speak, softly: “I plant corn and it has no ears…I raise animals and they
die…money disappears…we’re forced to borrow…I’ve got nothing to show for it…I’m ashamed.” Silence fell and
we sat for what felt like a long time. Alberto inquired next about his health. Paulo grasped his stomach and
squinted his eyes. He complained of vague, chronic pain. He shook his head, quietly uttering a “Sigh too deep
for words,” of the kind St. Paul wrote about (Rom. 8:26). Alberto asked Paulo if he prayed. He said he
did. Then Paulo asked why God didn’t answer his prayers. Alberto and I were silent.
Before we left we prayed for Paulo and his family. In his prayer Alberto addressed Jesus, calling on him as Lord
and friend of the poor. He named Paulo’s suffering. He asked for consolation and prayed for Paulo’s faith. As
we got up to leave Paulo smiled, thanking us for the visit; I sensed he meant it.
Over lunch, Alberto and I talked about Paulo’s life and his question about why God didn’t answer his
prayers. “Perhaps it’s God’s way of drawing him closer,” Alberto suggested. He said that sometimes Timorese
believe suffering is punishment. Whatever the case, Paulo’s honesty revealed an element of hope. In it we
heard a prayer of protest like those in the Psalms or the book of Job. The Bible after all doesn’t spend much
time trying to explain suffering. Rather its writers answer suffering by speaking truth, poetic protest, and
demanding justice. Such truth telling often eventuates in newness, hope and even praise (e.g. Ps. 13). None of
us can answer the riddle of suffering. But I sleep better knowing Alberto and others like him will be here for the
long haul. They won’t have all the answers, but their commitment to a ministry of presence and their prayers of
protest will kindle newness and hope.
Tom Liddle
Tom and Monica from our
congregation serve with the
Protestant Church in East
Timor (ITPL) in Timor-Leste,
formerly called East Timor.
Monica works as a
Naturopathic Doctor in
Immanuel Clinic
Lospalos, and Tom, an
ordained UCC minister,
serves with the IPTL.

Amena Cristovao and Her
husband, Joel visited Peace
Church in July. They live in
Indianapolis, IN after moving
from Timor-Leste. Amena was
a lab tech with Monica Liddle
at the Clinic Immanuel.
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Peace People
Thank You!
➢Many thanks to the CHUM RHUBARB FESTIVAL bakers and choppers:
Beth Bartlett, Jan Eschbach, Lynn Devlin, Cathy Ameel, Cindy McLean,
Pat Sjoding, Leanne Ventrella, Dick Goese, John Hoivik, Pat Devlin,
Dennis Hamsher, Max Proetz, and Linda Goese.
➢For the generous donations for our Book Baskets for the CHUM
Rhubarb Festival.
➢Dear Pastor Kathy, Thank you for your congregational contribution to
CHUM in support of the Rhubarb Festival and the general fund. Your gifts
will allow us to continue to provide food, shelter, advocacy, and a caring
community for some of Duluth's most vulnerable residents. Your support
of CHUM, in all ways—time, treasure and good will—makes our work
possible. Thank you again. Sincerely, Lee Stuart, Executive Director
➢“Please accept the enclosed check as a token of our appreciation to
your church, and Bill Kohlts in particular, for allowing us to access and
research the priceless historic archives of the church. We really
appreciate the accommodating nature and assistance of the church, and
especially Bill Kohlts—my second cousin, if memory serves me correctly.
Thank you very much. Sincerely, Connie Jacobson”
➢Thank you to those who provided special music for the month of July:
Dave Winchester, Yifan Chen, Eli Bissonett, Gudrun Witrak, Jan
MacDonald, Tyler Stark, Susan Larson Kidd, and Cathy Ameel.
➢To all who helped with the Lights for Liberty Vigil on July 12 at Peace
Church: Pastor Kathy for organizing; Jim and Nathan for music; Tim
Peters for building coordination and ushering; and Juan Gonzalez,
Gretchen Karstens, Gary Anderson, Gary Boelhower, Emily Larson and
Diana Oestreich, all from Peace Church, for speaking, along with many
other powerful speakers. Many signatures were gathered and taken to
our legislators’ offices asking for the closing of the camps on our borders
and an end to the family separation policy.
➢To Annette Strom and Susan Ranfranz for their liturgical dance on
Sunday, July 21. It has been great to have Annette home for a few weeks
this summer. She and her husband Tim will soon return to Singapore for
another year of teaching.
➢To Warren Post, Holly Bowen-Bailey and Lisa Brown who went with
Nathan, Pastor Kathy, and 20 youth to DOOR work camp in Denver.
They return on August 3 and will share their experiences on Sunday,
August 4 at the outdoor worship service.
➢The Peace garden committee is committed to growing and harvesting
fresh organic fruits and vegetables for the Chum food shelf. A special
thanks to all our garden helpers who weed and water our garden each
week. And a big thank you to Tim Peters for purchasing a new garden
hose cart for us to use!
➢To Pastor Kathy: “I would like to thank you again for being a part of the
committee and selecting me as one of the recipients for the Rev. Arthur
Foy Scholarship. I am truly grateful. Thank you for keeping Rev. Arthur
Foy’s legacy alive.” Kyra Word, granddaughter of Boissey Johnson.
➢“Boozhoo...On behalf of the American Indian Community Housing
Organization (AICHO), we want to say chi miigwech (big thanks) for your
partnership and financial support of our Indigenous Foods Expo event
that will be held on Saturday, Sept. 21, 2019 at the Niiwin Indigenous
Foods Market and Central Hillside Park in Duluth. We are grateful.” Ivy
Vainio.
➢“Global Ministries thanks you for your gift...to support the Mission
Co-worker appointments of Tom and Monica Liddle in East Timor. Gifts
like yours support the work of Global Ministries and global partners
standing in solidarity and confronting injustice. Sincerely, Rev. Jane
Sullivan-Davis, Global Ministries”
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Keep in Your Prayers
➢Sarah Jessico at St. Luke’s
Hospital.
➢Tom and Monica Liddle, and their
children Hannah and Simon, as our
mission partners in East Timor.

Congratulations
➢Sawyer Waldoch, son of Bri and
Brian, who was baptized on
Sunday, July 21.

Memorials
“In Honor of Pastor Kathy” from
Scott and Shannon Studden to the
Gregg Nugent Memorial.

Recycling Peace
Bed Needed:
Single Bed with box spring,
mattress optional. Call the church
office (218) 724-3637.

Furniture needed at the
Steve O’Neil Apartments
There are two new families moving
into the Steve O’Neil Apartments
soon and we’re looking for 2 fullsized beds and three twin beds
(frames and mattresses), as well as
2 love-seats or small couches. We
can help arrange transportation.
Thank you! Call CHUM at 218-7206521, if you have furniture to
donate.

Highlights of Our 30 Years as a “Just Peace” Church
Introduction
The overarching concept of Just Peace ties together the various activities that we do here at Peace Church. The
UCC Just Peace pronouncement, affirmed in 1985 by the UCC General Synod, articulated for the first time a
position on war and peace that is distinct from the three main historic Christian positions, which have traditionally
been “Crusade,” “Pacifism,” or “Just War.”
Just Peace calls for us to acknowledge the connections between violence (war) and the systemic issues that
create conflict, such as racism, sexism, homophobia, economic disparity, poverty, the loss of civil and human
rights, domestic violence, environmental degradation, hunger, etc. The goal is that by working to alleviate
systemic injustice (using non-violent methods) we can eliminate conflicts and build peace
1989: The congregation of Peace Church voted to adopt the UCC General Synod's Just Peace Pronouncement
and declared itself a Just Peace Church. A Just Peace Church opposes war and understands the relationship
between justice and security from violence.
1995: Old Turtle Sunday celebrated the Old Turtle Peace Tour; Jennifer Garrison of our congregation traveled
with the tour, speaking about the book Old Turtle and gathering messages of peace to deliver to the United
Nations.
Held an Interfaith Service in Recognition of Survivors of Sexual Abuse.
Responding to controversy over participation of the Northland Gay Men's Center in the Christmas City of the
North Parade, Doug Bowen-Bailey of our Just Peace Committee wrote to KBJR (sponsor of the parade), the
News-Tribune, and the Gay Men's Center stating that Peace Church "welcomes all people to the church and
sees differing sexualities as gifts from God, not human failings." In response, the church received letters thanking
us.
1996: In August, more than 200 people participated in a peaceful play day, "Seek Peace and Pursue It," held at
Portland Square Park.
1997: Peace Church hosted the third annual Celebration of Peacemakers. The service included a special youth
scholarship in honor of Officer Steve Rolland, one of last year's peacemakers who died unexpectedly last fall.
2000: The “Jubilee Fund” was created with contributions from members who received a tax rebate from the State
of Minnesota. The purpose of the fund was to invest in community activities building peace and justice.
The Council passed an official resolution establishing an Anti-Racism Leadership Team and endorsed the
establishment of a task force to look at becoming a UCC-recognized Open and Affirming Congregation.
The Anishinaabe Leadership Center was looking for a location for a sweat lodge to better impart traditions and
culture to Anishinaabe youth. The Council approved letting them use space in the NW corner of the church
property.
2002: On Sunday, September 1, Peace Church celebrated becoming an Open and Affirming congregation in the
UCC.
In opposition to the war with Iraq, Sunday Peace Vigils were sponsored by Peace UCC, First Lutheran, Gloria
Dei Lutheran, First United Methodist, Pilgrim Congregational UCC, St. Andrew’s Episcopal, and the Friends
Meeting (Quaker).
2003: Peace Church was one of nine churches that continued to sponsor Peace Vigils calling for “No First Strike”
in Iraq.
Gabriel Project established as a partnership with CHUM and Peace Church, Gloria Dei Lutheran, Trinity
Lutheran, First Lutheran, Temple Israel, and St. Mark AME. The goal is to help support our neighborhood by
providing services to our neighbors and opportunities for community involvement.
Peace Church joined the Edina Community Lutheran Church’s lawsuit against the State regarding the Carry and
Conceal Law.
Peace Church helped raise funds for the Clayton, Jackson, McGhie Memorial.
2004: Peace established a partnership with congregations in the Philippines.
In December we sponsored a protest/carol sing at KBJR over NBC and CBS networks’ refusals to air the UCC
God is Still Speaking commercials. Both channels agreed to air the commercial locally.
2005: Held a “Standing on the Side of Love Rally” at Peace Church.
2006: ASDIC (Antiracism Study Dialogue Circles) met on twelve Saturday mornings to learn more, reflect and be
called to action on the racism that is so much a part of our world.
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Compiled by Nancy Nelson
Paid for professional Energy Audit and subsequent investments in retrofits to make our building more energy
efficient.
Dr. Phil Cook and Rev. Nelson worked with nine UCC Churches to promote an energy-climate resolution at the
Annual UCC Conference meeting. Dr. Cook was selected to take the Resolution from the Conference to the
UCC General Synod.
2007: The CFL bulb challenge was a success. Dr. Cook led the challenge as a congregational gesture of caring
for our Creation. Jesse Schomberg and Bill Mittlefehldt supported the sale and distribution of the CFL bulbs in
church.
2008: We continued our Partnership with three congregations in the Philippines. Rev. Marma Urbano, a Pastor
from the Philippines who is here seeking asylum, was our preacher for two powerful Sunday services. We also
responded to a crisis among the Lumad peoples who were forced off their land.
We co-hosted the annual Opening Our Hearts, Opening Our Doors event with St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. This
conference strives to help communities be more welcoming of our gay, lesbian, bi-sexual and transgender
neighbors. Bishop John Shelby Spong was our keynote speaker.
The “Seeds of Peace” team was formed and continued to work toward their goal of funding multiple microloan
programs.
2009: Dismantling Racism Team hosted Cracking the Shell of Whiteness.
Helped create a Civilian Review Board for the Duluth Police Department (donated $5,000 from Jubilee Fund).
Co-hosted Opening Our Hearts, Opening Our Doors with First United Methodist church. Keynote speaker: Mel
White, author of “Stranger at the Gate.”
2011: Organized Love in Action: A Valentine from Duluth, a community event in support of marriage rights for
all. Peace members and friends formed a giant Valentine’s Day heart in the parking lot of First United Methodist
Church.
Peace Church stood in resistance to the presence and message of Supreme White Alliance individuals who
came to Duluth.
2012: Our Open & Affirming Team worked hard on the “United for All Families” campaign to defeat the proposed
state amendment that would have prevented same-sex marriages.
2013: Pastor Kathy & Tom Liddle traveled to the Philippines in June to meet with members of our partner
congregations.
Peace Church helped sponsor Amena Cristovao from East Timor to study at LSC.
2014: Helped organize Minnesota Arrowhead Interfaith Power and Light Team.
Participated in A.S.K. initiative to have parents ask other parents if guns are safely secured in homes before
their children visit.
2015: “Ties That Bind” project made 46 quilts as housewarming gifts for residents at the new Steve O’Neil
apartments, as well as 9 lap quilts for CHUM, and 5 quilts for Hildegard House.
2016: In March Peace UCC hosted the “Living into the Difficult: Race, Diversity, and Duluth for All” Workshop in
partnership with St. Mark AME (and others). Dr. Melanie Harris and Dr. Jennifer Harvey guided us in a racial
justice analysis of our community and the spectrum of ways we are called to heal from structural violence and
racism as people of faith.
Formed Sanctuary Congregation Team.
Summer of 2016, hosted Ecofaith Youth Camp for high school youth. A partnership between Peace Church and
local Lutheran churches, the week-long camp focused on the intersections of environmental racial, and
economic justice in the context of faith.
2017: “Cracking the Shell of Whiteness” was offered at Peace Church.
Jubilee Fund supported the Duluth Indigenous Commission to start a chapter of Natives Against Heroin and
organize a series of Sobriety Feasts.
September: Peace Church congregation voted to become a Sanctuary Church.
A fundraiser fiesta for the Sanctuary project was held in November, including a film on immigration from Central
America and a letter-writing table.
2018: Jubilee Fund provided $2,500 to support a group of high school students who traveled to Montgomery,
Alabama, to learn about the history of the civil rights movement and the ongoing struggle for racial justice.
Sanctuary space completed.
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Community
Family Course on Mental Illnesses
Offered in Duluth

Duluth Mental Health Support &
Education Group for Families

NAMI Minnesota (National Alliance on Mental Illness)
is offering a free educational course that helps
families gain a greater understanding of mental
illness, discuss resources, build communication skills,
reduce stress and find support. Over 4,000 Minnesota
families have benefited from this course. Join others
for this series taught by family members who have
walked the walk. The Family-to-Family course will
meet weekly for 12 weeks on Thursdays starting
Sept. 12, from 6:00-8:30 p.m., at Birch Tree Center,
4720 Burning Tree Road, Duluth. For information or
to register (required), call Cindy at 218-477-0097.

NAMI Minnesota (National Alliance on Mental
Illness) sponsors free support groups for families and
friends of individuals living with a mental illness. Led
by trained facilitators, the support groups help families
and individuals develop better coping skills and find
strength through sharing their experiences.

➢ A family support group meets in Duluth from 6:007:00 p.m., followed by an educational meeting
from 7:00-8:00 p.m., on the last Tuesday of the
month, at Miller Dwan Hospital, 502 E. 2nd St., in
conference room 3. For information, call NAMI
Duluth at 218-409-6566.

➢ A NAMI Connection peer support group for adults

Victory Chorus Performance
Summertime Cheer for all to Hear
Sunday, August 4 at 2:30pm
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
835 W. College Street
Featuring people living with dementia and volunteer
singers making beautiful music together—a joyous
and heartwarming experience. A program of
Dementia Friendly Duluth. RSVP to (218) 390-7533
or mstender@thevictoryfund.org.

recovering from mental illness meets weekly in
Duluth. The group meets on Mondays, from 6:007:30pm, at Peace Church. For more information,
contact Jake at 218-591-2925 or Jill at 218-3485417.
NAMI Minnesota is a non-profit organization that
works to improve the lives of children and adults with
mental illnesses and their families through its
programs of education, support, and advocacy.

Peace Church Library
New children's books:
Dragon Flight by Jessica Day George
Dear Pen Pal by Heather Vogel Frederick
Amber Brown Is Green with Envy by Paula Danziger
All Families Are Special by Norma Simon
Curious George’s First Day of School by Margret and H A Rey
The Forever Sky by Thomas Peacock
New adult books:
A House in Corfu : A Family’s Sojourn in Greece by Emma Tennant
When They Call You a Terrorist : A Black Lives Matter Memoir by Patrisse Khan-Cullors and Asha Bandele
The Last Week : What the Gospels Really Teach About Jesus’s Final Days in Jerusalem by Marcus J Borg and
John Dominic Crossan
My Soul Looks Back in Wonder : Voices of the Civil Rights Experience by Juan Williams
So Far from God by Ana Castillo
The Diary of Mary Berg: Growing Up in the Warsaw Ghetto by Mary Berg
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August Volunteer Schedules
Sunday August 18

Sunday August 4
8:30 service
Lay Leader: Marge Anderson
Ushers: Susan Kehtel & Katie
10:30 service
Lay Leader: Vicki Westrick
Greeters: Jo & Mark Johnson, Bridget Reistad
Ushers: Guy Hubert, Cindy Macaulay, Phyllis
Cook, Alex Dean
Sunday August 11
8:30 service

8:30 service
Lay Leader: Leanne Ventrella
Ushers: Jim & Cindy McLean
10:30 service
Lay Leader: Kelli Hallstein-Erickson
Greeters: Judy Siegle, Gary Anderson, Laura Tonkin
Ushers: Guy Hubert, Julie Flotten & Alison Wood, Amy
Westbrook
Sunday August 25
8:30 service: Taizé service—no Ushers, no Lay Leader
10:30 service
Lay Leader: Patty Beech
Greeters: Justin Olson, Bill DeRoche, Judy Siegle
Ushers: Guy Hubert, Kirby Wood, Laurie Berner, Phyllis
Cook

Lay Leader: Bob Stevens
Ushers: Gayle & Jack Kelly
10:30 service
Lay Leader: Gretchen Karstens
Greeters: Louise Hawley, Joan Severson, Marci
Tuggle

Acolytes

Ushers: Guy Hubert, John & Lyn Pegg, John
Moeller

If you would like to acolyte in August,
let Kelli know!

Many thanks to all
our volunteers!

Nursery
August 4:

Volunteers Needed

August 11:

Dave Clark

August 18:

Volunteers Needed

August 25:

Volunteers Needed

Coffee Hour Teams
Coffee Hour August Schedule
Coordinators:
Loni Cran-Hovis, 590-9255
Stewart & Ginny Cran, 727-7794
Marlis Cran, 722-7264

August 4—Church Picnic,
no Coffee Hour

Monday Meals at
Dorothy Day House
(1712 Jefferson)

August 5

Laura Greensmith

August 12

Gary Boelhower

August 19

Judy Derauf

August 26

Lyn Pegg

Damiano Soup Kitchen
Sunday, August 11
1:30pm: Bridget Reistad,
Charla Buxbaum, Dennis Hamsher,
Judy Siegle
4:20pm: Judy Derauf, Judy Siegle,
Tom & Kim Heinitz, Volunteer
needed

August 11
Set-up (8:30am): Pat & Carl Sjoding
Serve/Clean-up (10am): Ken Stafford,
Volunteer needed
August 18
Set-up (8:30am): Julie MacKenzie,
Volunteer needed
Serve/Clean-up (10am): Connie
Schwegman, Volunteer needed
August 25
Set-up (8:30am): Lisa Brown, Volunteer
needed
Serve/Clean-up (10am): Jan Nugent,
Volunteer needed

Coffee hour volunteers:
please bring 3 dozen cookies,
bars, crackers or fruit on your
morning to help out!
THANKS!
13

Coming up — September
Coordinators:
Holly & Doug Bowen-Bailey,
722-7166
Laurie Anderson, 724-1294
Lauren & Jonathan Ballmer,
724-3519
Sara & Randy Carlson, 728-5424
Elsie Cook, 393-3136
Owen & Liz Fifield, 616-886-7981
Katey Fornear, 525-3516
Dennis Hamsher, 729-9198
Todd and Kim Landon, 428-1114
Lynn Lanier, 349-7568
Doreen Marciniak, 724-9371
Pat & Angela O'Connell, 525-0578
Cindy & Mark Poirier, 724-7393
Britt & Leon Rohrbaugh, 340-3469
Anne & Kevin Skwira-Brown,
728-3079
Bob & Kay Stevens, 724-4865
Diane & Mike Swanoski, 729-9643
Bill & Molly Watson, 728-4532

Peace United Church of Christ
1111 North 11th Avenue East
Duluth, MN 55805-1517

Non-profit
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(218) 724-3637
www.peaceucc.org
E-mail: office@peaceucc.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

If you are not interested in receiving the
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office
(see phone # and e-mail address above)

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am
PEACE CHURCH STAFF
Lead Pastor: Rev. Kathy Nelson

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell
Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls

Music Director: Jim Pospisil

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson

Faith Formation Minister: Nathan Holst

Custodian: Dan Shepard

Children’s Ministry Coordinator: Kelli Farell

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter
Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters

Visitation: Cheryl Walsh

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation:
Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, and Rev. John Szarke

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday: 9am-3pm, Friday: 9am-noon
PHONE: 218-724-3637
Web: peaceucc.org
Facebook: peace.church.duluth
EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Kathy: knelson@peaceucc.org
Office: office@peaceucc.org
Jim: jim@peaceucc.org Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org
Kelli: kelli@peaceucc.org
Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org Janell: janell@peaceucc.org Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org
Tim Peters: tpnc53@gmail.com
If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events, please email the office.

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota
Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God
Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,
committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including
all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,
gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome!
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