SEPTEMBER 2018

Rally Sunday — September 9
First Day of Sunday School and
Adult Forum—both at 9:30am
Worship at 8:30am and 10:30am
Bibles for Kindergarten kids
at 10:30 Worship
Peace Babies picture at 11:30am
Hot Dish Potluck plus Root Beer Floats
in the Fellowship Hall at 11:30am

Have fun with other kids
at Sunday School!
For Ages 3 year olds—8th graders
Sunday School starts at 9:30am with singing in
the sanctuary, followed by dismissal to classrooms
with teachers. Parents will register kids in the
sanctuary following dismissal.

Join us on the
Joyful Path of Sharing God’s Love!

Bibles for
Kindergarten Kids!
Kindergartners will receive Bibles during
10:30 Worship on Sunday, September 9
All Kindergartners are welcome to come and
receive “The Bible for Children,” a wonderful picture
story version of the Bible.

Peace Babies picture
September 9 at 11:30am
For babies born since September 1, 2017!
Bring your baby to church to be a part of
our annual Peace Babies photo.
Meet in front of the sanctuary after the 10:30 service.
This year’s babies that we know of are Chloe
Bittner, Amaya Brandt, Sage Holst, Abel Prois, and
Sawyer Waldoch. If you have a baby not on this list,
please come for the picture, and contact the office at
some point so we can add your baby to our database.
(724-3637 or office@peaceucc.org)

Hot Dish Potluck — September 9
Fellowship Hall after 10:30 service
Enjoy time with the Liddle family!
All are welcome to our “Hot Dish Potluck” as we
celebrate Tom and Monica, Hannah and Simon
Liddle’s time with us. Please bring hot dishes, salads,
and sides if you are able, especially anything
“Minnesotan”! There will be root beer floats for
dessert served by the Children’s Ministry Team, to
celebrate Rally Sunday.
This will be a wonderful time for many of you to
meet the Liddles—so many of you have joined Peace
in the years since the Liddles have been gone—and
for others to reconnect. The Liddles are missionaries
from our congregation to East Timor. They have been
there for two years of a four year commitment, and
previously served there from 2008-2012. Tom is an
ordained UCC pastor working with the Protestant
Church of East Timor, developing pastoral leaders for
rural congregations and assisting with its social
outreach foundation. Monica continues her service as
the doctor in Clinic Immanuel in Lospalos, providing
direct care to patients, and working with local health
authorities in the areas of maternity care, nutrition,
and public health, especially related to tuberculosis.

New Member Picnic September 16
Calling all new members! Cindy Macaulay has
invited us to her home in Carlton—a short 20-minute ’
drive from Peace. We will carpool/caravan after the
10:30 worship service on Sunday September 16, and
should be back at the church by 2:30pm at the latest.
We welcome everyone who has joined Peace
Church in the past year to attend with their families.
If you joined the previous year but missed our
picnic—c’mon along! Food and games provided!
Please rsvp—724-3637 or office@peaceucc.org
Prayer
Circle as
Middle
Schoolers
leave for
the Fenske
Lake
Camping
Trip!

From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson
From July 21st to 28th I was away with 20 of our high school youth and 5 other amazing adults for a week of
work and learning with New Vision in Philippi, West Virginia. New Vision is located on Chestnut Ridge, a
beautiful place with unbelievable views of the Appalachian Mountains. Philippi also has an extremely high rate of
unemployment. New Vision works with the neighborhood to create community through its community center for
basketball and other games. They also create solar powered lights for people around the world, including places
such as Puerto Rico.
It was a great week away. Here are some thoughts from our youth:
A year ago today I stood in front of this church and told all of you how great of an experience Atlanta was.
Yet last Saturday I was having a hard time remembering why I
had decided to spend a week of my all too short of a summer
over 1,000 miles away from my bed and the beach. That
feeling of doubt increased with each of the passing 22 hours it
took to get to Philippi. My group, the green team, which we so
affectionally named after our leader Dan Green who also
happened to be the only one who knew how in the world we
were going to do just about everything, went up to work on the
house of a man named Joe. Joe has 7 kids. On August 1 an
inspector will be coming to his house to make sure it is
suitable for his children to live there. If the house doesn’t pass
Joe will lose his children. One of who has severe autism. As
the week went on I was reminded of why I was so great-full
last year and why I continue to be this year, not only do I get to
help other people but I get to hang out with so many amazing
people I normally wouldn’t be able to. I am extremely proud of
the work we did. In the four days we were working we were able to put in a ramp that wraps itself around the
house, built a set of stairs leading to the front porch, tore off and then rebuilt the back deck, and mudded two
rooms in the house. I wanted to thank everyone in the congregation for supporting this trip and allowing for all of
us not only to grow as people but as friends. ~Anna Huber
I enjoyed helping Jonathon and his family. Jonathon was going through cancer
treatment. We helped him by fixing his shed. It was nice to help. I also enjoyed
playing basketball with lights on the rims at night. ~Eli Zaun
Coming from a place with power, warm water and food every day I realized I took
this for granted. When we went to West Virginia and saw the poverty in their
community I wanted to help all I could. I enjoyed helping Jonathon throughout the
week with tearing down and rebuilding his shed. ~Aidan Erickson
During the week we went to drywall and mud a family’s home. One day they gave
us lunch. We didn’t know until the last day why this specific family needed help. Jim
shared with us that the wife of the family had been addicted to meth and went to
rehab 3 years ago. It was really fun and rewarding experience. ~Sydney Olson
On the trip to West Virginia I helped Joe and Crystal on their house. We got there
the first day I was shocked that Joe and Crystal and
their 8 kids could live in a small run down house.
When we got there on Monday he said that to keep
his kids he needed many things done on his house. One of them was to get a
handicap ramp built. On Thursday when we had to leave Joe was very grateful for
our work and he said he never would have been able to finish it by himself. It was
also fun playing with one of the locals named Eli. I made a new friend and made
some great memories whether that was playing volleyball, basketball and corner
ball; it was a very fun time in West Virginia. ~Brennen Larson
The youth all agreed that they wanted to continue to use the skills they gained
on the work camp in our own community. One way will be the ongoing work with
our sanctuary space remodeling. Again, thank you for the support of the
congregation to make these trips possible. These times away lead to life-long
memories and hearts formed in faith.
Peace friends ~Pastor Kathy
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Sundays in September
We continue to have two services on Sunday mornings, at 8:30am and 10:30am.
At our 8:30 service, we share communion every Sunday. At our 10:30 service, we share communion the first
Sunday of the month. The sermon and children’s time at both services is the same except for the fourth
Sunday of each month when our 8:30 service is a Taizé Service (prayer, song, scripture, and meditation).
Sunday, September 2
Scripture: James 1:17–27
and Mark 7:1–8, 14–15, and 21–23
Sermon: “Be Love”
Music by Eli Bissonett, violin.

Adult Forums
Sunday mornings at 9:30
Sunday, September 9: Informal Conversation with
our Mission Partners from East Timor, Tom and
Monica Liddle. Come and hear more about their work
and lives in Lospalos

Sunday, September 9 — Rally Sunday
Our mission partners from East Timor, Tom and
Monica Liddle, will be our guest preachers. We will
also have music by our choir and the Peace Band led
by Jane Aas. Kindergartners will receive their bibles at
the 10:30 service.
Following the 10:30 service we will take our annual
baby photo—all babies born in the last 12 months are
welcome! And there will be a hot dish potluck in the
Fellowship Hall to celebrate the Liddles being with us.

Sunday, September 16: We will kick off our yearlong theme of “Belonging.” This year we hope to listen
to the stories of many differing groups of people and
learn how their life/work is impacted by their faith. We
begin this series by hearing from some of our farmers.
Sunday, September 23: Nathan and Veronica
Gaidelis Langer will share about their new adventure
as farmers.
Sunday, September 30: Emily Richey, Director of the
Duluth Community Garden Program, will share some
of her work and talk about the program’s new goal for
next year’s farmers to grow more vegetables for the
Chum Food Shelf.

Sunday, September 16
Scripture: James 3:1–12 and Mark 8:27–38
Sermon: “Who Are You Jesus?”
Music by Friends of Leon
Our third graders will receive their bibles. Following
our 10:30 service there will be a picnic for all our new
members, for anyone who has joined in the last year
or two! Come and meet others new to Peace.

Acolyte Training, Third Grade Bibles
Sunday September 16
Third-graders: this is your year to become part of
worship as an acolyte! We will hold acolyte training on
Sunday, September 16 after the Sunday School
opening, approximately 9:50 am in the Sanctuary.

Sunday, September 23
Scripture: James 3:13–4:3 and Mark 9:30–37
Sermon: “Compassion Counts”
Taizé service at 8:30am.

Third
Graders will
then receive
their Bibles
during 10:30
worship. All
third-graders
are welcome
to receive a
Spark Bible.

Sunday, September 30
We will celebrate Rev. Bob Stevens’ 55 years of
ordained ministry, and his recent 80th birthday. And
we will celebrate Nathan Holst’s standing as a
licensed minister in the Minnesota Conference of the
UCC.
Scripture: James 5:13–20 and Mark 9:38–50

Healing Prayer – September 30
The last Sunday of each month
at 11:30am in the sanctuary

Taizé Service – September 23
Fourth Sunday of every month at the 8:30 Service
This service is modeled after the services held at
the Taizé Community in France. Taizé is a worship
experience wholly dedicated to prayer and to hearing
God’s word, using song, scripture, and silent
meditation.

Pastor Kathy with a boatload of Middle Schoolers!
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Opportunities for Education and Reflection
Monday Women’s Book Group

The Sunday Special

September 17 at 6:30pm
in the Fireside Room

Spiritual and Social Support Group for
Individuals and Families with Disabilities
Sunday September 23 at 11:30am

The first book group meeting of the 2018-2019
year will be Monday, September 17 at 6:30pm in the
Fireside Room. We will be sharing reflections on
stories from two books: Rivers Running Free and
Taterhood. (e-mail Sally jslarson33@hotmail.com if
you want to see these books and choose a story.)
In October we will start to read Victor Frankl's book
Man's Search for Meaning.

We are a spiritual and social support group for
individuals, families, care givers, and workers who
live with disabilities and special needs.
Our first introductory picnic was a success.
Thirteen adults and one child ate, laughed and
prayed. We introduced ourselves over a simple lunch
and shared a bit about our journeys, along with our
challenges and triumphs. The consensus of the group
is that we are all very grateful and enlivened to be a
part of Peace Church!

Meetings will be held on the 1st and 3rd Mondays
of the month. This book group is open to all women.
If you are interested, come to the meeting in
September, even if you haven't read the books.

Our next meeting will be right after the 10:30
worship service on Sunday, September 23, in the
Music Room. Grab some coffee; light refreshments
will be served. We will meet for an hour. This
gathering will be another casual one, where we will
introduce ourselves and get to know each other.

Peace Grief Support Group
Sunday October 21 at 11:30am in the Chapel
Facilitated by Chaplains Deborah Cooper & Gudrun Witrak
“Like stars,
long after their deaths,
their light still finds me.”
Please join us downstairs in the Chapel, following
10:30 services, on the third Sunday of the month
beginning in October.

Our meeting in October will be on the 28th after the
worship service. We are planning to have a Resource
Meeting.
As Liam Sullivan keeps saying to his Mom: "I want
to show you something special!"

Questions? Call Deborah (218-728-2097).

Amy Sullivan and Penny Cragun

Prayer Chain:

The Sunday Special

Intercessory prayer for members of our community
and those they love is a gift that honors God and
brings hope and encouragement to those for whom
we pray. Participants in the prayer chain are called,
texted, or e‐mailed with a request. To request a
prayer or to become a member of the prayer chain,
contact the church office (218‐724‐3637) or Bob and
Kay Stevens (218‐724‐4865).

Men’s Breakfast
September 6 & 20, 7am, New London Cafe

Lenox Women’s Spiritual Life Group

Come to eat and converse at the New London
Café, 4721 East Superior Street. We meet every
other Thursday. All men are invited to attend.

Monday September 17 at noon
Lenox Place, 701 W. Superior St. Apt. 710
All women are invited to join us at the Lenox Building
(across from the Duluth downtown library). Loni Cran‐
Hovis prepares a delicious lunch and participants
share and reflect on life issues of grief, forgiveness,
change, and transitions. Women strive to connect
with their own inner peace.
Please call Cheryl Walsh (525-4129) or
Pastor Kathy (724-3637) with questions, or if
a ride is needed.

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group
Wednesday September 26
at noon in the Fireside Room
(the fourth Wednesday of the month)
Bring your own lunch and share
conversation and devotions with Pastor Kathy. This
month’s theme will be “How do we live Jesus’ call to
be servants of one another?” Mark 9:30–37.
All women are welcome!

October Peace Bell Articles are due
Monday September 17
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Groups, Gatherings, and Opportunities to Serve
Inquirers Classes

Third Tuesday Podcast Lunch

Wednesdays, September 26 & October 3
6:00–7:00pm in the Fireside Room

Tuesday September 18 at noon
In the Conference Room

Come meet others who are new to Peace
United Church of Christ and learn more about this
congregation and the United Church of Christ.
This is an important class for folks who are
considering joining the congregation. Come to the
Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm if you’d like to join us
for supper. Childcare is provided.

How Friendship and Quiet Conversations
Transformed a White Nationalist

We will welcome new members on October
7 during worship. Let Pastor Kathy know if you
are interested in joining.

OWL Program Offered in September
We are excited to be offering OWL (Our
Whole Lives) program again this Fall! For those
of you who don’t yet know about this amazing
offering, it is a comprehensive faith and sexuality
program created by the United Church of Christ
and the Unitarian Universalists. It has been used
widely with great success. We are partnering
with the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Duluth (UCCD) and Pilgrim UCC. This year’s
class has filled up with over twenty 8th graders!
The program begins on Sunday, September
23, following a parent orientation on Sunday,
September 16. We will have weekly meetings on
Sundays from 6:00pm-7:30pm through May. We
have three amazing facilitators, with two from
Peace and one from the UUCD. If you are
interested in knowing more about the program or
missed the sign up for this year and want to get
on the list early for next year, please contact
Nathan Holst at nathan@peaceucc.org.

Couple’s Retreat
We know it’s still a few months away, but
we’re excited to start early with getting the word
out about our third Peace Church Couple’s
Retreat, which will happen this year on
Saturday, November 10. Look for more info
soon from leaders Veronica Gaidelis-Langer and
Nathan Holst.

Soma Yoga Class
Every Monday 9:00‐10:15am
in the Fireside Room
This class is suited for all levels of ability. It is
taught by Robin Davidson, physical therapist and
certified yoga instructor. A free‐will offering to
Peace Church of $3.00 per class is suggested.

Chum Church Worship
September 9 at 4pm at Peace Church

We'd heard Derek Black, the former white power heir
apparent, interviewed about his past. But never about the
friendships, with other people in their twenties, that
changed him. After his ideology was outed at college, one
of the only orthodox Jews on campus invited Derek to
Shabbat dinner. What happened over the next two years
is like a roadmap for transforming some of the hardest
territory of our time.
All are welcome, and sandwiches are provided, thanks
to Nancy Carlson, who is also the inspiration behind and
facilitator of this group. Thanks Nancy!

PALS (Peace Adults Learning and Socializing)
Lake Superior & Mississippi RR Train Excursion
Thursday September 27 at 5:15pm

Peace Church adults and friends are invited to join the
PALS group for a train excursion on the Lake Superior
and Mississippi Railroad on Thursday, September 27th.
This is a narrated trip along the St Louis River estuary
lasting 1 hour 45 minutes. We board near Munger Landing
at 5:15 pm with a 5:30 departure. We are chartering the
train, so tickets are $25 and must be purchased through
us. Contact Carrie Plamann to sign up or for more
information (Carrieplamann01@gmail.com). Check out
their website for more info on the train, the route and the
history (https://www.lsmrr.org/).
Looking ahead: For our October PALS event, we will
attend "Dear Finder" (a documentary play that examines
how we continue to struggle with the lessons and legacies
of the Holocaust) at the UMD Theatre on Thursday,
October 18, at 7:30 p.m. Group rates are $2 off the regular
price: for Seniors (62+), Veterans and UMD Faculty/Staff,
$14, and for other adults, $19.
If you are interested in the group rate with seats together,
please contact Betty Greene by September 20
(218-525-7581 or bgreene@d.umn.edu). You can provide
payment to her by September 30. Details about dinner will
come later.

Peace Church Meals at CHUM Drop-in Center
Wednesday Breakfast
September 12 & 26 at 9am
Join this fun group and help to fix a breakfast
for the folks at the Chum Drop-in Center (located at
1st Ave West and 2nd Street).

Thursday Dinner—September 20
Help and donations are always welcome! Let us know if
you’d like to be on the email list to provide food and/or help
serve this dinner. Call the church office at 218-724-3637.
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Wednesday Activities
Wednesday Activity Schedule

Kid’s Club for 2nd-5th graders!

4:45-5:30: Kids’ Choir / Kids’ Yoga (see schedule)
5pm: Centering Prayer in Chapel (4:30 Info)
5:30-6pm: Dinner in the Fellowship Hall
6-7pm: Bible Study in the Fireside Room
6-7pm (September 26): Inquirers Class
in the Fireside Room
6-7:15pm: Kids’ Club in the
Lakeview Classroom (2nd-5th graders)
6-7:30pm: Middle School Youth Group
in the Youth Room
6:15pm: Adult Choir in the Music Room
7-8:15pm: Confirmation in the Fireside Room
Childcare is provided in the Nursery from 6 to 7:30pm.

6:00pm to 7:15pm Wednesdays
Lakeview Classroom
Join Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Kelli after Wednesday dinner to find how
our faith works in our lives. We’ll be
playing games, making crafts, having
book club, and playing Legos…all while
making new friends!
6-7:30pm—Kids 1st grade and under are welcome in
the nursery with Childcare staff, Meghan, where they
may play board games, Legos, or enjoy free play.

Wednesday Dinner Menu
We can always use help for prep at 4pm, and for
clean-up after the meal. Let us know if you can help!
September 12: Grillout Kickoff to include burgers,
sausages, Boca burgers, chips, and soda.
September 19: Company Chicken, Zucchini Rice
Bake.
September 26: Papa Murphy's Pizza.

Kids’ Choir and Yoga Schedule
Kids’ Choir will be on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays
from 4:45-5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary (September 19).
Kids will sing the second Sundays of the month at the
10:30 a.m. worship service. If you have any questions,
please contact Susan Larson Kidd at (218) 722- 7972
or susan.larsonkidd@drslk.com or Kelli Farell at
church, 724-3637, or kelli@peaceucc.org.

First Year Confirmation
Calling All 9th Graders

Kids’ Yoga will be on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
from 4:45-5:30 p.m. in the front of the Sanctuary
(September 12 & 26). Please bring a yoga mat or towel
and wear comfy clothing. If you have any questions,
please contact Elise Courtright at (218) 428-3881 or
courtrightelise@gmail.com or Kelli Farell at church,
724-3637 or kelli@peaceucc.org.

We have a great group of youth and an exciting
year planned for you with class on the first and third
Wednesdays from 7–8:15pm in the Fireside
Room.
Our first meeting will be on Wednesday,
September 19, at 7:00pm with youth and parents.
Pastor Kathy Nelson will be the primary teacher, but
Nathan Holst and others will also be part of the group.

Centering Prayer in Chapel

We will also have retreats and opportunities for
service. Part of the class expectation is regular
participation in worship and/ or youth group. We are
asking that you be in worship or youth group (beyond
confirmation class) at least 2 times a month.

Wednesdays 5-5:30pm (4:30 info session)
Centering Prayer is a modern Christian contemplative
prayer practice, or a method of meditation. Like all
methods of meditation, the goal of Centering Prayer is
to free us from what the Buddhists call “monkey mind”
or the compulsive internal chatter of our minds. All the
major faith traditions have recognized and placed a
high value on the transforming power of meditation.
Its purpose is to learn to open ourselves to God’s
extraordinary love in ordinary, daily life.

Second Year Confirmation
10th Graders!
The Second Year Confirmation Class will meet on
the second and fourth Wednesdays of each
month from 7–8:15pm. Our first class of this year
will be on Wednesday, September 12. You will
receive a full schedule in the mail prior to that event.
It will be great to be back together again!

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
6pm in the Fireside Room
Join Pastor Kathy and Rev. Bob Stevens on
Wednesday evenings, reading the Gospel lesson for
the coming Sunday using the Lectio Divina method.
Lectio Divina is listening for the still, small voice of
God that speaks to us. No prior biblical knowledge
needed! We close with prayer, each praying for the
person on his or her right. Join us as we practice this
ancient and yet very relevant method of Bible study.

September 12: We will talk about faith statements
September 26: We will explore images of God.
Mark Your Calendars Now — All high school
youth are invited to participate in an Urban
Immersion Weekend, March 15–17, 2019,
in Minneapolis
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Children’s Ministry Page
Kelli’s Kids’ Corner
This summer during the week of Vacation Bible School, the
basement in my family’s home flooded three times. Although we cleaned
and cleaned, the mold grew quickly in the ever-increasing heat,
especially after the dehumidifier died. Everything was professionally
cleaned, the moldy drywall and warped flooring removed, but since our
bedroom is in the basement, all our remaining belongings had to be
moved upstairs. In a tiny bungalow, it is no trivial feat to live with two
levels of belongings smashed into one, small space. The growing pile of
dirty laundry alone has overtaken us as we have limited and occasional
access to the downstairs washer and dryer. My husband Peter and I
have taken turns sleeping on the sofa, so the kids aren’t in the house
alone, while the other sleeps in our camper. Needless to say, this has
been a stressful summer. We complained of being crowded before, but
we have reached a whole new level of complaining.
With everything littering the floor, table, corners and every
conceivable space of our upstairs, I have pretty much reached my limit
of sharing space. Yet last night when my young boys woke me up, both
trying to sleep on the sofa with me, and each arguing the other will get
more cuddles, I let them both snuggle up with me. How can I reassure
them that I love them equally? It’s easy to complain and grumble, but it’s
challenging to find the blessing in this moment when I’m grumpy, tired,
and feeling selfish.
I’m awed sometimes at how much we are expected to share of
ourselves as parents: our bodies, our food, our bed, our belongings, our
time, our love. It’s an amazing and beautiful thing to begin sharing your
body with a newly forming baby, and again to share of your body as you
nurse and cradle your child after birth. When every aspect of your life
and your partner’s life will be shared by your little ones as they grow,
right down to your schedule and your time, it can be easy to focus on
what you’ve lost when you’re tired and worn out, tripping on the clutter.
However, this sharing we partake in when we create
family is truly an amazing thing, and it is important to pay
attention to what we get in return. “Sharing, almost by
definition, demands reciprocity,” writes Lee Hull Moses in
Hopes and Fears. In the Gospels when Jesus feeds a
crowd with only a basket of bread and some fish, all are fed and there
are still leftovers. Hull Moses adds, “Love is like that, somehow. Even
when it seems like there can’t possibly be enough, there is.”
Hull Moses reminds us that sharing is “risky business;” we may not
be the same size or shape after pregnancy, we may not get much quiet
time, we might have more clutter about the house, and our schedules
might be “intertwined” as never before. “Sometimes we step on one
another’s toes—literally and metaphorically. Sometimes the thing we’re
sharing is a case of pinkeye that sends us all to the doctor for eyedrops.
But the great thing about sharing is that it goes both ways.”
“Sharing is giving, and sometimes it’s sacrifice. But it’s not an allconsuming sacrifice that leaves us with nothing. Instead it’s the kind of
giving that comes right back to us, sometimes in unexpected ways,”
continues Hull Moses. “Being in a family doesn’t mean giving up who
you are. It means sharing who you are. It’s not without risk. Our toys, our
bodies, our beds, our homes might come back a little worse for the
wear. But living faithfully requires a trust that there will be enough to go
around.”
Sharing our space in this new, complicated, cluttered way may give
us something new we didn’t have or realize before, if we only have the
patience and wisdom to notice it. For my part, I am just trying to focus on
how loved I am in the arms of these two little boys.
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Sunday School
September Affirmations
Sept. 9, 16, & 23: The teachings of
Jesus help me understand that I am
one with all.
Sept. 30: My heart is open to the
wisdom teachings of the world.

COLOR! SING!
READ! LEAD!
Explore your faith more deeply
through the eyes and hearts of our
Peace kiddos: Teach Sunday
School! Contact Kelli if you are
interested in being on one of our
teaching teams for the coming
school year. This involves a small
amount of planning. You decide
with your team what Sundays you
will lead the group. Teachers may
plan the lesson alone or with the
guidance of the other Sunday
School teachers. Contact
kelli@peaceucc.org or
(218) 724-3637.

Nursery Volunteers
REALLY Needed!
If you enjoy kids, consider
volunteering from 10:30-11:30 in
the Peace Nurseries on Sunday
mornings. Although a staff person
is present, we need extra adults to
interact with the kiddos, reading
stories, coloring, playing toys,
games, puzzles, etc. Help the kids
of Peace feel important, welcome,
and loved! It’s also a great way
for us to support our many
young families we are so
fortunate to have here at Peace
Church.
Having more volunteers means
volunteering less frequently and
you select your day(s) to
volunteer. We now have a
speaker in the nursery, so you
will be able to hear the service!
Please contact Kelli Farell if
you are willing to be part of the
nursery team! Kelli@peaceucc.org

Light in the Cracks by Nathan Holst
As September rolls around
and all the fall beginnings of
back to school start, I’ve
been reflecting on the
challenges of beginning
something new, especially in
light of now almost 2 months
of parenting our new baby Sage. I’m so thankful for all the
support from folks at Peace, from family, from the hospital—it
really does feel like it takes a village to raise a child. I’ve
thought a lot about single parents lately, and particularly single
parents living below the poverty line, and wonder how anyone
makes it through that kind of challenge alone—I’ve definitely got
a new respect for single parents. And I’ve had my fair share of
new challenges, but I’ll tell you there’s nothing quite like a
steady diet of sleep deprivation to bring you head to head with
where your limits are. Thank God babies are so cute and give
you lots of sweet moments to balance out the hours of
screaming and crying that bring you to the end of your rope.
Turns out I have a whole new crabby personality that comes out
when there’s a lack of sleep involved. It’s a good thing I have a
loving partner to help me though the tough times and remind
me to take a moment away when it’s difficult to be loving and
present to our child, until I can return to the sweetness of this
precious human and give him the love he deserves.
“Ring the bells that still can ring
Forget your perfect offering
There is a crack in everything
That’s how the light gets in”
~Lenard Cohen

Experiencing this challenge of a new beginning has also
made me reflect on the meaning of love, and particularly the
unconditional love that we talk about in our vision for how we
want to experience Spirit in the world and live that out to the
best of our ability. As I now well know, it’s certainly not an easy
task to love a child who cries loudly in your ear for sometimes
hours at a time, bonks you hard with their head, and regularly
keeps you from your basic needs. And yet, many of us have
done just that, however imperfectly. And I know it doesn’t stop
being difficult after babies grow up—I love hanging out with our
middle school youth, but I often see the range of their best and
worst, and know it’s a different set of challenges to love in the
face of challenge.
And yet, that’s what we’re called to do as parents and as a
church, and that’s what we do. That’s why we have middle
school trips to Fenske Lake in mid-August, or why we send
youth to leadership trainings like the one coming up on Sept. 8.
It’s one of many spaces where we can love our youth, invest in
them, help them create experiences where they will remember
the feeling of belonging and of being loved, and isn’t that what
all of us long for after all, most of all our middle school youth?
Whatever the event or encounter with our children and youth,
we as a church have the opportunity to practice unconditional
love (remember the great commandment?), love them in
whatever stage they are in—whether they are pleasant or
defiant, and help them find who they are in the world.
Knowing that we all have different callings and ways that
we’re able/willing to be stretched, I invite you to connect with
kids and youth in our congregation, whether that’s through
helping with youth group or a special event, or simply starting a
conversation. I guarantee it will be worth investing the time and
energy. I’ll leave you with this faith formation question to
ponder: what ways are you showing up to nurture the faith and/
or spirituality of the children and youth in your life?
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Youth Events
September Youth Group
Wednesdays 6-7:30pm
Grades 6-8 meet in the Youth Room
Fall is here and that means we’re
starting youth group back up! Our first
official youth group of the year is on
Wednesday, September 12. We’ll be
kicking the year off with some root beer
floats, gaga ball, and our awesome Peer
Ministry program that will help shape our
year together. Don’t miss this great
space of connection and fun—join us on
Wednesday nights from 6pm-7:30pm in
the Peace youth room (or a location TBA,
depending on Sanctuary construction!)
for some awesome times!

Middle School Fall Trip to
Pilgrim Point Camp
Middle School Youth! This is still a
month off, but wanted to make sure you all
knew early that we’re planning to take a trip
to Pilgrim Point Camp (our UCC camp in
Alexandria, MN) this fall on Oct. 12-14. It’s
going to be tons of fun, so get it on your
calendars early. More details to come
soon, so keep an eye out for an email from
Nathan or a sign up sheet outside the
church office.

Moderator’s Report / Peace Church News
I hope you enjoy this issue of the Peace Bell. It does a good
job of telling the stories of our amazing ministries. Our summer
service trip is an especially impactful and important learning
experience for our youth. Working side by side to meet the needs
of others brings the Gospel alive in transformative ways. Our
vacation bible school creates a sense of caring community for our
young children who find the church to be a place where they truly
belong. We continue to move forward as a Sanctuary church as
we make the necessary building changes to provide a place of
refuge for someone who may need it.
As moderator, I have asked the members of the Council to
begin reflections on the formation of our next Strategic Plan which
will provide direction for our upcoming 3 years. Your input into the
planning process is critical; we will provide several opportunities
for your voice and your dreams for this vibrant congregation to
be heard.
With deep gratitude, Gary Boelhower

Coordinating Council will meet Tuesday,
September 18, at 7pm in the Conference Room

Team and Committee Meetings
Stewardship Team:
Thursday September 6
5:30pm in the Conference Room
Children’s Ministry Team:
Thursday September 6
5:30pm in the Lakeview Classroom
Worship & Arts Committee:
Tuesday September 11
5:30pm in the Sanctuary
History Team:
Wednesday September 12
10am-12pm in the Heritage Room
Shared Ministry Team:
Wednesday September 12
4:30pm in the Conference Room.
Property Team
Wednesday September 12
6pm in the Fellowship Hall
Food & Fellowship Team:
Wednesday September 12
6pm in the Fellowship Hall

Sanctuary Project Building Update
You may have seen some sawdust and timbers around the
downstairs lately. We are progressing nicely on our Sanctuary
Church project with a handful of dedicated volunteers. We may be
amateurs, but we are enthusiastic.
We are working regularly on
Sundays after the 10:30
service, and Wednesday
evenings at 5:00pm. If you care
to help, any amount of time is
appreciated. If a time other
than Sunday or Wednesday
works better for you, call Jim
McLean 218-464-8975 or email
mcleanbarrslake@gmail.com
to set it up. Even if you can’t
find the time, if you can lend some tools that would be great!
We are beginning to think we could finish by late September or
early October. Jim McLean

Finance Team:
Wednesday September 12
6pm in the Conference Room
Dismantling Racism Team:
Thursday September 13
3:30pm in the Conference Room
Acting for Justice Hub:
Sunday September 16
11:30am in the Fireside Room
Health and Wellness Team:
Sunday September 16
11:30am in the Conference Room
Adult Ed Team:
Tuesday September 18
3:30pm in the Conference Room

Spiritual Journey Team Update
The Spiritual Journey team is getting back into ‘action’ like many of the other teams and committees here at
Peace. At our August meeting we spent time talking
about the changes since we last met, and WOW…
there were a lot of transitions that took place! Bet
that happened in many of your homes too!
We’re ready to begin interviewing people and will
be doing so both individually and in small groups.
We are trying to assess what are people’s deep
spiritual needs and how are we doing in meeting
these and/or what could we be doing better? Please
say ‘yes’ if you’re called to participate! We promise
to keep you informed about the process and will find
a way to share what we learn.

Fenske Trip 2018
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Voices for Justice
Voices for Justice

Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice. We are energized and
heartened by hearing each other’s stories. Each month we share a brief story from members of our community,
learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes. If you would like to share your story, or
want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office. Every story is a gift!

Lyn Clark Pegg: Seeking Balance and Justice for All Creation
One topic that Lyn Clark Pegg cannot remain silent about is unfairness and inequity.
“I cannot tolerate intentional human-inflicted suffering—on the earth, on people, on all of
creation.” She believes that equity, fairness, balance, and justice are interwoven throughout
all creation. “Our ecosystem is designed for balance. Balance is intrinsically embedded in
Earth, yet humans have created imbalances everywhere. Our attitudes of dominance,
superiority, exploitation for personal gain undermine the possibility of a common good.” Lyn is
seeking a code of ethics that honors balance for ALL beings—“two-legged, four-legged,
winged, finned, and non-living.” She is committed to joining “efforts that disrupt the status
quo, organize solidarity and build resistance to systems that oppress and exploit.”
Lyn’s formative years were grounded in two polarities. She grew up in Pittsburgh, in the midst of a family and
urban society that valued “hierarchy, WASP supremacy, material success, and capitalism.” Her father was the
vice president of a small coal mining company. Yet, from pre-kindergarten through high school, Lyn was
educated at Winchester-Thurston, an all-girls’ school that was grounded in this core principle: “Think also of the
comfort and the rights of others.” (Miss Mitchell). Academics, critical thinking, and social justice permeated the
environment. Lyn is grateful for these polarities. She lived in the midst of white privilege, but at the same time
she was educated to be aware of gender equality and social responsibility.
Those oppositional dynamics were tested and transformed by the movements of the 1960s and 1970s: civil
rights, women’s rights, peace and justice, the environment. She met Rev. Adolphus Cartier, the pastor of an
A.M.E. church in North Carolina, who opened her eyes to racism. While living in Hartford CT, Lyn and John
became involved in organizing around issues of discrimination in housing, employment and education. Then
their family embarked on a back-to-the-earth experience for five years while living on thirteen acres in upstate
New York, where they raised goats, chickens and pigs, and heated with wood.
In 1986, the family moved to Duluth, where John became the pastor of Peace United Church of Christ, and
Lyn worked for Lutheran Social Service as a therapist and office manager. Lyn became committed to promoting
diversity in the workplace; she returned to graduate school and wrote her dissertation on women of color in U. S.
corporations. Lyn’s final place of employment was in the Psychology and Education departments at UMD, where
she taught and was a supervisor for student teachers placed in racially diverse schools in the Twin Cities.
Lyn continues to work for balance and equality through a range of organizations and commitments. She is
involved with Witness for Peace—leading delegations to Central America, supporting speaker tours, and doing
advocacy work. She also participates in local community efforts to support inclusivity and social justice, such as
the Dismantling Racism team at Peace Church, NAACP Duluth, and Grandmothers for Peace. She was one of
the initial organizers of Understanding and Dismantling Racism: An Interfaith Project, ASDIC (Anti-Racism
Dialogue Circles), the Un-Fair campaign, and Cracking the Shell of Whiteness. Lyn is now becoming active in
social justice work in Fort Myers, Florida, where she spends the winter.
As Lyn summarizes her commitment to social justice, she commented: “I like being involved in justice-making
from the grassroots to the global level—it gives me inspiration, energy, and temporary relief from frustrations at
any level! Doing what I can, when and where I can.”
Attempting to share her concept of the divine, Lyn reflected that “God is Mother Earth to me… God has
created a complex and interconnected world. We are here to be protectors of creation.”
As she thought about the connection between her faith and action, Lyn said “God is a God of justice and
love. No justice, no God. We have the capacity for good. We must use it. Don’t just do good. Stop evil.” She
believes her role is to find “where I can fit and be an instrument of constructing good. My faith is to be true to
these principles, to stay on this pathway. For me, this is faith.”
Interviewed by Pamela Mittlefehldt

St. Mark AME 130th Anniversary Worship Service—Saturday, September 8 at 4pm
All are welcome to join our neighbors at St. Mark AME as they celebrate! Keynote speaker will
be Jerel Benton, Senior Diversity Officer at UWS. Music by the Wayman AME Choir from
Minneapolis, Billy Wright, and St. Mark’s Choir and Praise Dancers.
More info: 218-722-5349. St. Mark is located at 530 N 5th Ave East.
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Peace People
Thank You!

Keep in Your Prayers

➢To the adults who went with Pastor Kathy on the Youth
Work Camp to West Virginia: Warren Post, Patty BeechDziuk, Lisa Brown, Jim McLean, and Dan Green.

➢Nathalia Hawley starting a new round of
chemotherapy.

➢To the chaperones on the Middle School camping/
canoe trip with Kathy and Nathan: Jim Pospisil, Alex
Dean, Justin Olson, Lynn Watson, and Warren Post.

➢Virginia Nelson now living at Franciscan Health
Center.

➢To the Food and Fellowship Committee for another
awesome church picnic on August 5 and to the band for
the music that day in worship under the big yellow tent.
➢To Tom Wilkowske for setting up the system for us to
project info about services and events to a monitor in the
narthex, and to Dennis Hamsher for hooking up the
speaker in the nursery!
➢A big thank you to Dave and Elise Courtright for
hosting our Peace families at a lovely campfire and
picnic this month! We had a marvelous time!
Additionally, a special thank you to Ian Connell for bring
his musical talents to accompany our campfire
crooning!
➢Thank you to Sue Isernhagen and Gary Lundstrom for
special toy donations to our nurseries.
➢To Cathy Wood, Cindy McLean, and Denise Perry for
the hours spent doing a much needed cleaning of our
church kitchen, and to Cindy Macaulay as she does
some follow-up cleaning. Volunteers are needed to
clean the drawers and to wash kitchen linens.
➢Thank you to those who provided special music for
August. Jennifer Boyle, the tent band, Jane Rupel,
Wendy Durrwachter, Jo Johnson, Harbormasters
Barbershop Chorus, Andrew Cragun, and Kirby Wood.

➢Cathy Carlson recovering from a heart procedure.

➢Allison Larson who has a sprained ankle but in
the midst of that was found to have a suspicious
bone lesion on her foot.

Congratulations
Charla Buxbaum and Kelly Grgas who were
married on Saturday, August 4th at Peace Church.

Sympathy
➢Jan Tomaino on the death of her husband Russ.
➢The family of Ethel Witte whose memorial service
was held at Peace on August 8. Ethel grew up at
our Hermantown Church and met her husband
Charles at church. Their seven children were
confirmed at Peace Church.
➢To Judy Derauf, on the death of her father, John
Hagen.

Memorials
Thank you to the following people for their
contributions: from Lorraine Anderson in memory
of Deloris Thompson; from Craig and Margaret
Lilja in memory of Conor Lilja.

It's Garden Harvest Time!
It's been another great summer for our vegetable garden here at Peace. This year we are growing an
abundance of produce including potatoes, tomatoes, celery, onions, squash, cucumbers, watermelon, carrots,
cabbage, broccoli and green beans. So far we've been able to donate 158 lbs of produce to Chum with lots more
to come. Thanks to all of our garden volunteers for taking care of our beautiful garden. We could not do this
without all of you! If you would like to be a part of our garden committee, please contact the church office.

Fenske Middle School
Camping and Canoing Trip
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Community Events
Songs and Stories of Resistance

Pink Scarves Update

Sunday, September 9, 4pm
Location TBA—note time and location
change from previous announcements

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. For
the last five Octobers the narthex has been draped
with a 680 foot pink scarf in honor of those women
with breast cancer and the families and friends who
support them. The scarf will no longer be displayed
in the narthex. All such projects run their course.

Join in welcoming Daira Quiñones
visionary activist, cultural worker,
peacemaker and singer-songwriter from
Colombia, who will be in Duluth from
September 8 to September 10.

The 680 foot scarf will be taken apart and made
into 5 foot long scarves and then given to St. Luke’s
Regional Cancer Center for distribution. Thanks to
all of you in the congregation and the community
who contributed to the scarf. A special thank you to
Jim Mclean for climbing the ladder each year to
make the display possible.

Daira Quiñones is an Afro-Colombian
storyteller, singer/songwriter, and peace
builder; she will be sharing story and
song with community.
"There is a strong rupture in our society. We
need to heal ourselves and heal our territories to
generate a good relationship that can build peace. I
believe songs have the power to arrive to someone
and heal. My peace is connected to your peace and
equally your peace is my peace. Peace can happen
when your problem becomes my problem."
Daira Quiñones
Light refreshments will be provided during the
intermission. Event is free and open to all.
Donations are gratefully accepted.
Sponsored by Witness for Peace, NAACP
Duluth, and Clayton, Jackson, McGhie Memorial,
Inc. Witness for Peace is a politically independent,
grassroots organization whose mission is to support
peace, justice, and sustainable economies in the
Americas by changing U.S. policies and corporate
practices that contribute to poverty and oppression.

New Community Chorus
A chorus for people living with dementia, their
care partners, and volunteers will begin rehearsals
early in 2019. Each person with dementia will be
paired with a singing volunteer who will provide
guidance as needed, freeing the care partner to
enjoy singing and socializing. Volunteers for nonsinging roles are also needed. For more
information, contact Cyndy Klinksiek
cyndy6848@outlook.com or
VictoryChorus@thevictoryfund.org

United Campus Ministry—Got Stuff?
The hand mixer you haven't used since 2006,
the end table that has always been out of place,
excess craft supplies, and toys the kids have
outgrown. You may see these items as stuff to
discard, but United Campus Ministry sees them as
great merchandise for its annual rummage sale,
coming up on September 29. So please start
setting aside your treasures that need a new home
for our sale! More details on where to deliver it will
follow. No clothing, please. And thanks!

Family to Family Classes
If you have a family member or friend living with
a serious mental illness, consider attending the
Family-to-Family class offered this fall. This is a free
course taught by trained family members and offered
by NAMI-Duluth (National Alliance on Mental Illness).
Families gain insight and information to empower and
support themselves and their loved ones.
6-8:30pm on Tuesday evenings, Sept. 18–Nov. 27
Birch Tree Center, 4720 Birch Tree Road, Duluth
For Information or to register: 218-409-6566 or email
namiduluth@gmail.com.

The Arrowhead Area Agency on Aging

is seeking professionals and volunteers to lead
workshops offered by the statewide Juniper™ network,
a centralized hub of community providers delivering
evidence-based programs to help people manage
chronic health conditions, prevent falls, and foster wellbeing. Leaders will receive up to 32 hours of training.
Once trained, leaders can offer workshops in their own
community at a location of their choice. Support in
scheduling and logistics can be provided.
Living Well with Chronic Conditions leader
training will be held September 20, 21, 24 and 25 in
Virginia, MN. The cost is $200. Scholarships are
available. Registration deadline is September 14.
A Matter of Balance™ leader training will be
held on September 19 from 8:30am to 5:00pm in
Duluth. The cost of the training is $50.
Tai Ji Quan: Moving for Better Balance™ leader
training will be held September 13 and 14 from
8:30am to 5:00pm at the Blue Cross Blue Shield Retail
Center, Duluth. Registration deadline is September 10.
The cost is $100. Limited scholarships are available
upon request.
For more information on leader trainings or a
Falls Prevention Workshop near you, visit
www.yourjuniper.org or contact Georgia Lane,
218-529-7525 or glane@ardc.org
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September Volunteer Schedules
Sunday September 2
8:30 service
Lay Leader: Jacqueline Blomstrom
Ushers: Marge Anderson & Jerry Cleveland
10:30 service
Lay Leader: Ellyn Wiens
Greeters: Cindy Macaulay, Lyn Kaim &
Dale Shimmin
Ushers: Warren Post, Tim Peters, 2
volunteers needed

Sunday September 9
8:30 service
Lay Leader: Lynn Devlin
Ushers: Bilin Tsai, Lynn Watson
10:30 service
Lay Leader: Holly Bowen-Bailey
Greeters: Claudia Gagnon& Kelsey Tessier
Rebecca Holmstrom
Ushers: Warren Post, Ellen Shelhon,
Phyllis Cook, Laurie Berner

Sunday September 16
8:30 service
Lay Leader: Angie Miller
Ushers: Bilin Tsai, Harriet Crofts

10:30 service (Septemberr 16)
Lay Leader: Phyllis Cook
Greeters: Peggy Skylondz, Julie & Ron Deters
Ushers: Warren Post, Loni Cran-Hovis,
Jen Pearson, Jill Bugbee

Sunday September 23
8:30 service: Taizé service—no Ushers, no Lay Leader
10:30 service
Lay Leader: Penny Cragun
Greeters: Cindy Macaulay, Ellen Shelhon,
Jo Johnson
Ushers: Warren Post, Judith Siegle, Anna &
Catherine Huber

Sunday September 30
8:30 service
Lay Leader: Cindy McLean
Ushers: Pat & Lynn Devlin
10:30 service
Lay Leader: Joan Peterson
Greeters: Elsie Cook, Lynn Watson, Judy Derauf
Ushers: Warren Post, Cindy Macaulay, Marsha
Hystead, Robin Davidson

Coffee Hour Teams

Nursery
September 2: Anna Huber, Lori
Seele, Gary Sheldon
September 9: Aimee Brown, Anna
Huber, Nina Wilkowske
September 16: Aimee Brown,
Judy Johnson, Lisa Fitzpatrick
September 23: Veronica G-L,
Karola Dalen, Patty Johnson
September 30: Brandon Neblett,
Laura Greensmith, Volunteer
needed.

Monday Meals at
Dorothy Day House
(1712 Jefferson)
Sept 3
Sept 10
Sept 17
Sept 24

Laura Greensmith
Gayle & Jack Kelly
Gary Boelhower
Harriet Crofts

Damiano Soup Kitchen
Sunday September 9
1:30pm: Brenda Steele, Robin &
Elena Davidson, Amy & Elise
Westbrook
4:20pm: The Huber Family (4) and
Ann Sudoh

September Schedule

Coming up — October

Coordinators:
Holly & Doug Bowen-Bailey,
722-7166
Laurie Anderson, 724-1294
September 2—Holly
8:45am Set-up: Hamshers
Serve/Clean-up: Helpers needed!
September 9—RALLY SUNDAY
No coffee hour—Hot dish potluck!
September 16
9:40am Set-up: Mark & Cynthia
Poirier, Elsie Cook,
11:20am Serve/Clean-up: Liz &
Owen Fifield, Katey Fornear
September 23
9:40am Set-up: Britt Rohrbaugh,
Kim & Todd Landon
11:20am Serve/Clean-up: Sara
Carlson, Kevin & Anne SkwiraBrown
September 30
9:40am Set-up: Lynn Lanier,
O’Connells, Kay Stevens
11:20am Serve/Clean-up:
Swanowskis, Jessica Schadt,
Doreen Marciniak

Coordinators:
Sharon Crosby, 624-5582
Marian Jensen, 723-8156
Robin Davidson, 310-4749

13

Jon Barry, 218-301-9452
Sara K. Carlson, 591-4144
Jerry Cleveland & Marge Anderson,
724-4391
Chris & Joy Dunham, 260-0920
Jim & Vivian Gangl, 722-4905
Erica & Chris Henkel, 349-4768
Sarah Jessico, 341-9565
Ingrid Nisswandt & Chris Larsen,
724-6104
Justin & Jessica Olson, 724-5210
Carrie Plamann & Rolf Hagberg,
525-0321
Jim & Jill Pospisil 724-8337
Kenji & Stacy Sudoh, 728-1568
Amy & Tavis Westbrook, 728-2550
Vicki Westrick, 590-9991
Leslie & Mark White, 728-9545
Lisa Williams, 218-780-5217

Peace United Church of Christ
1111 North 11th Avenue East
Duluth, MN 55805
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

If you are not interested in receiving the
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office
(see phone # and e-mail address above)

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am
PEACE CHURCH STAFF
Lead Pastor: Rev. Kathy Nelson

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell
Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls
Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson
Custodian: Dan Shepard
Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter
Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters

Music Director: Jim Pospisil
Faith Formation Ministries: Nathan Holst
Children’s Ministry Coordinator: Kelli Farell
Visitation: Cheryl Walsh

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation: Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, and Rev. John Szarke
PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY—9am-3pm, PHONE: 218-724-3637
EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Kathy: knelson@peaceucc.org
Office: office@peaceucc.org
Jim: jim@peaceucc.org
Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org
Kelli: kelli@peaceucc.org
Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org Janell: janell@peaceucc.org Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org
Tim Peters: tim.peters@peaceucc.org
If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events, please email the office.

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota
Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God
Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,
committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including
all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,
gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome!
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