
  

 

NOVEMBER 2018 

Blood Drive on December 2 
8am-to noon 

Peace Church will host a blood drive 
through Memorial Blood Centers on 
Sunday, December 2, from 8am-12pm. 
The bus will be located in the church 
parking lot. Your donation is critical and 
saves lives in our community. You can 
schedule an appointment at the church 
or by contacting Cathy Ameel at 
ameelcj123@aol.com. 

To learn more about donating blood or to establish 
an account, you can visit the Memorial Blood Center 
website at http://www.mbc.org/Home. During the 
Advent season this could be the most important gift 
you choose to give!  

Looking Ahead to Advent and Christmas 

Like the Smell of Pine? 
The Colors of Christmas? 

Join us at 9:30am on Sunday, December 2, as we 
decorate the church for Christmas. Marian Jensen 
will once again help us make a large wreath for our 
building. We will also make candle wreaths and 
devotions for you to take home, along with ornaments 
and cards to take to our homebound members. Kids 
and adults are welcome! 

Prayers Around the Cradle  

Our Advent vespers services will begin on 
Wednesday, December 5 at 7pm in the Sanctuary. 
This is a quiet time of prayer, singing, and candle 
lighting as we mark our time of waiting for the birth of 
the Christ child into our lives.  

Come sing in the Choir  
for Christmas and the Cantata  

The Peace Church choir meets every Wednesday 
at 6:15pm in the Music Room. Beginners are always 
welcome! Please contact music director Jim Pospisil 
at jim@peaceucc.org, or just show up on any 
Wednesday. This year’s Choir Cantata is scheduled 
for Sunday, December 23. 

Joint Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
Tuesday, November 20, 7pm 

At First United Methodist Church (the Coppertop) 

Peace Church will join with the members and choirs 
from First UMC, St. Paul’s Episcopal, First Unitarian, 
Glen Avon Presbyterian, Pilgrim Congregational, First 
Lutheran, Gloria Dei Lutheran, and Temple Israel for 
our annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service. The choirs 
from all these congregations will join together in song. 
The offering will benefit the Chum Food Shelf.  

Stewardship Sunday November 11 

What Shall We Bring? 

Join us as we dedicate our pledges and 
share a celebration meal after church! 

This year's stewardship theme, "What shall we 
bring?" emphasizes the many ways we can support 
the ministry of Peace Church—and in return be 
nourished by those acts of giving and the community 
it creates. Your financial generosity makes possible 
all the many programs and initiatives at Peace. The 
labors of love by our congregation extend far beyond 
Sunday worship and ministry. They include: feeding 
the hungry, working for peace and justice, enabling 

our burgeoning youth 
programs, supporting 
our East Timor 
missionaries, and, 
more recently, 
establishing a 
sanctuary space for 
immigrant families 
seeking a legal path to 
citizenship. 

Members and friends 
will receive pledge packets in the mail. Please bring 
your completed pledge on Stewardship Sunday, 
November 11, or mail it to the church. We will 
dedicate our pledges, and after the 10:30 worship 
service everyone is welcome to come to a free 
celebration meal in the Fellowship Hall.  

Beloved Community 
Sunday November 4 

3-4:30pm in the Fireside Room 
We invite you to join us on Sunday afternoon for a time 
of centering and renewal, with music, story, and prayer 
using inclusive language, to connect with one another 
through and with the Divine. (More info on page 4.) 

http://www.mbc.org/Home
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From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 

There is always a thinness to this season—the veil between the living and the dead seems a little more 
sheer. Halloween—or Hallows Eve—was traditionally a way of acknowledging our transparency, even though 
you might not know it with today’s rituals of candy and costumes. But there is a connection. The traditions of 
carving pumpkins and wearing costumes go back to the Celtic Festival of Samhain. The Celts celebrated the 
beginning of their new year on November 1 by offering a variety of bonfires, animal and vegetable sacrifices, 
and well-wishing prayers to those who had died during the previous year. They would dress up as one who had 
died and tell stories about them. Christian missionaries took over this celebration, transforming it to All Saints 
Day or All Hallows Day, a holy day to commemorate the lives of all the saints—all the 
people who died in the past year who were part of the Christian Church. 

The ancient Celtic festival of Samhain also included a tradition of remembering. 
According to legend, as each family came to the communal bonfire on the Eve of 
Samhain, they brought with them the final coal from their own hearth. They combined 
these coals to start a huge, warming watch fire. At the conclusion of the night, after 
spending the evening telling stories about those who had died, they let the fire slowly 
die down. When there were only a few embers left with the dawn, those gathered 
would leave, taking their memories and a coal with which to restart their family fire. 
The new year began sustained and supported by the memories of those who had 
gone before. 

On November 4
th
 in worship we too will light candles (our own little bonfire), 

remembering those who died this past year. And we will share pictures and some 
stories of our saints in heaven. Please send to the church office the names and photos 
of anyone you want us to remember as part of this recalling of our saints in heaven.  

It is an honor to remember with you and to give thanks for the lives whose loved transformed us. On Sunday, 
November 4, we will remember those whose memorial services we held since last November: Judy Welhaven, 
Roger Johnson, Rev. David Pearson, Desiree Simmons, Clifford Bakke, Jessica Blake, Loren Mesedahl, Glenn 
Maxham, Ethel Witte, Lori Thompson, Conor Lilja, Dinel Koski, Elaine Augustad, Dominic Messina, Judy 
Macklin, and Ryan Torkelson. We also want to include others from your circle of family and friends. 

In the book of Revelation, John set forth a beautiful vision of heaven—a great multitude, too numerous to 
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the Lamb of God. 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. God will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself 
will be with them;

 
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain 

will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 

This is our hope both in this life and the next. God is with us now and always. Let us light candles of love to 
guide us on our way. 

Peace Friends, ~ Pastor Kathy 

Pastor Kathy spoke these words at a vigil after the attack at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh:  

We stand in solidarity today with Tree of Life Synagogue and their powerful witness to justice on so many 
issues, but especially in their witness of welcome to refugees...borne out of their faith tradition and their own 
history. In the book of Leviticus we read “When a foreigner lives with you in your land, don’t take advantage of 
[them]. Treat the foreigner the same as a native. Love [them] like one of your own. Remember that you were 
once foreigners in Egypt. I am God, your God.” (Leviticus 19:33-34, The Message) Theirs is a living faith as they 
worked on refugee resettlement...this in part made them a target.  

Authorities say the suspected gunman, Robert Bowers, yelled anti-Semitic slurs during the rampage. Hours 
before the mass killing, Bowers ranted online against HIAS, a Jewish immigration advocacy organization. 
“HIAS likes to bring invaders in that kill our people. I can ’t sit by and watch my people get slaughtered. Screw 
your optics, I’m going in,” he posted on Gab, a social network site. Bowers ’ anti-HIAS post came at the end of 
a week in which our President sowed fear about migrant families in Central America.  

We cannot let fear of the other take over. We must continue this work and witness of sheltering one another.  
I give thanks that Duluth’s Temple Israel was the first congregation to step up and join Peace Church in our 
work of being a sanctuary congregation for those seeking legal immigration status in our nation. Rabbi David 
Steinberg, just two weeks ago, spoke powerfully at a panel on immigration called Sacred Responsibility, 
which we held at Peace Church, sponsored by CSS. 

We have a sacred responsibility in this time of hatred and division to harbor one another...to lift up our  
voices to protest politics that divide, and to offer sanctuary from this hatred that is killing our people and  
our souls. 
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Sundays in November 

We continue to have two services on Sunday mornings, at 8:30am and 10:30am.  

At our 8:30 service, we share communion every Sunday. At our 10:30 service, we share communion the first 

Sunday of the month. The sermon and children’s time at both services is the same except for the fourth  

Sunday of each month when our 8:30 service is a Taizé Service (prayer, song, scripture, and meditation).  

Adult Forums  
Sunday mornings at 9:30am 

in the Fireside Room 
November 4:  Linda LeGarde Grover will share her 
reflections on the power and politics of language, and 
the connections between naming and our sense of 
place. Linda Grover, a member of the Bois Forte Band 
of Ojibwe, is a writer, poet, and professor of American 
Indian Studies at UMD. Her most recent book, 
Onigamiising, is a collection of short essays exploring 
the “spiritual beliefs and everyday practices that carry 
the Ojibwe through the year” in this northern place, 
“the place of the small portage.” 

November 11: Henry Banks will share about a trip 
he recently coordinated. Peace Church was one of 
many sponsors for this trip, which included stops at 
the National Peace and Justice Memorial, The Legacy 
Museum From Slavery to Mass Incarceration, 
Alabama State University, Dexter Avenue Baptist 
Church, and more. The trip was open to high school 
seniors of color in Duluth, Superior, and St. Paul. 

November 18: Njoki Kamau and Bilin Tsai, 
educators and members of Peace, will share some of 
their fathers’ stories. Both of their fathers were pastors 
and men of incredible courage and faith. The 
presentation will include 1) Political and religious 
histories in Taiwan and Kenya; 2) Who were the first 
Christians in our families?; 3) Our fathers: Kamau 
Kamau and Ai Chih Tsai; 4) How did our fathers live 
their faith?; and 5) A story of immigrants: faith and 
hope in the face of hate and exclusion. 

November 25: Rev. Nancy Deever will share about 
her recent trip to Cuba. 

Healing Prayer – November 25 The last Sunday of each month at 11:30am in the sanctuary  

Share a prayer of concern with a caring person and receive a blessing. 

Sunday, November 4  
Remembering the Saints  

Scriptures:  Revelation 21: 1-6, and Mark 12: 28-34 

Sermon:  “Not far...” 

This morning we will remember all those of our 
congregation and others who have died this past year. 
We will also celebrate communion at both services. 
Special music by the choir and the Peace Band. 

Sunday, November 11 
Stewardship Sunday & 
100th Anniversary of Armistice Day 

Scripture:  Matthew 5:1-12 

Sermon:  “Risking So Much” – Rev. John Pegg, a 
Marine Veteran, will preach along with Pastor Kathy, 
who will share letters home from Dick Eschbach,  
who served in Viet Nam. Dick died last fall from the 
effects of Agent Orange. We will remember the 
sacrifices of all our Veterans and pray for the time 
when war is no more. We will be ringing our bells 11 
times in honor of the 100th anniversary of Armistice 
Day. (See page 12) Special music by Mia Kraker. 

We will also dedicate our financial pledges for 2019 
and celebrate with a free lunch of ham and au gratin 
potatoes for all following our 10:30 service  

Sunday, November 18 
Thanksgiving Sunday 

Sermon:  “Faith of Our Fathers” – sermon by Bilin 
Tsai and Njoki Kamau, members of our congregation 
whose fathers, Ai Chih Tsa and Kamau Kamau, were 
pastors. Both men’s lives reflect the story of 
immigrants: faith and hope in the face of hate and 
exclusion. Special music by Leon Rohrbaugh and 
friends. 

Sunday, November 25 
Reign of Christ Sunday  

Scriptures:  2 Samuel 23:1–7, Psalm 93, and  
John 18: 33–37 

Sermon:  “A Wise Reign” 

Taizé service at 8:30am. This service is modeled after 
the services held at the Taizé Community in France. 
Taizé is a worship experience wholly dedicated to 
prayer and to hearing God’s word, using song, 
scripture, and silent meditation. Halloween Carnival 

Fundraiser! 
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Opportunities for Education and Reflection  

The Sunday Special 

Sunday November 18 at 11:30am 
in the Fireside Room 

We are a spiritual and social support group for 
individuals, families, care givers, and workers who 
live with disabilities and special needs. 

We will meet on Sunday, November 18, in the 
Fireside Room, for about an hour right after the 
10:30 worship service. Coffee and light 
refreshments will be provided. This meeting will be 
on Blessings and Gratitude. Please bring yours!! 

Amy Sullivan and Penny Cragun 

Lenox Women’s Spiritual Life Group 
Monday November 19 at noon 

Lenox Place, 701 W. Superior St. Apt. 710  

Lunch is provided by Loni (a fabulous cook) and then 
Cheryl Walsh leads us in a time of devotions. We 
share great conversation and a time of deepening our 
relationships with one another and God. All women 
are welcome to join us ! 

Please call Cheryl Walsh (525-4129) or Pastor 
Kathy (724-3637) with questions, or if a ride is needed.  

Monday Women’s Book Group  
November 5 & 19 at 6:30pm  

in the Fireside Room 

A Feminist Ethic of Risk by Sharon Welch 
proposes a new model for ethics and new life 
orientation for social justice. It directly addresses 
American and European "middle-class despair" over 
issues and challenges seemingly too large to tackle, 
such as environmental destruction or racism. Her 
ethic uproots classical assumptions and opens up 
the possibility of a strong religious vision or "theology 
of resistance and hope." This new edition includes a 
new chapter that situates the feminist ethic of risk in 
relation to other styles and options in religious ethics 
today. 

Meetings are held on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Mondays of 

the month. This book group is open to all women. 
New members always welcome! 

Peace Grief Support Group 

Sunday November 18 at 11:30am  
in the Chapel 

Facilitated by Chaplains Deborah Cooper & Gudrun Witrak 

“Like stars, 

 long after their deaths, 

 their light still finds me.” 

Please join us downstairs in the Chapel, following the 
10:30 service, on the third Sunday of the month. 
Questions? Call Deborah (218-728-2097). 

Listening to Call at All Stages of Life:  
an intergenerational conversation 

Thursdays 5-7pm starting November 8 

Are you experiencing a transition in life and having 
difficulty figuring out what your next step is? Or do you 
simply want a space to share and listen to how others 
are following where life or God is leading them?   

Come join the conversation in this 4-week series 
on call. We’ll draw on Parker Palmer’s work, and 
create some space to listen to the wisdom of our own 
voices. We’ll meet on Thursday nights from 5pm-7pm 
in the Fireside Room (Nov. 8, 15, 29, and Dec. 6). 

Beloved Community 
Sunday November 4 at 3pm 

in the Fireside Room 
Where is the space to listen to my own inner 
teacher, my own quiet voice? 

Where is a place to engage with others in word, 
story, song, silence, and prayer? 

Where is a place where truly all are welcome  
and invited? 

Where is a place where I can find my own  
spiritual home? 

Here—at Peace—in this Beloved Community. 

Along with the morning Sunday services, Peace will 
offer yet another place to come together to connect 
with one another through and with the Divine. 

We invite you to join us on the first Sunday of each 
month from 3:00-4:30pm as we gather for a time to 
center ourselves in music, story, prayer and language 
that is inclusive to all, remembering our connection to 
one another and to all that is.  

In this special time we share a place of centering and 
renewal, a place of quiet and of sharing, and at a 
table where all are equally a part of the story. The 
place where there is no “other”. With your help, we 
will build this place together.  

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
Wednesday November 28  

at noon in the Fireside Room 
(the fourth Wednesday of the month) 

Bring your own lunch and share conversation and 
devotions with Pastor Kathy. Sharon Crosby will 
provide dessert. This month we will talk about 
Advent—how are we preparing for the Christ Child?  
All women are welcome! 

Mark your calendar!! Peace Winter Retreat at Wolf 
Ridge Learning Center — February 8-10, 2019 
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December Peace Bell Articles are 
due Monday November 19 

Groups, Gatherings, and Opportunities to Serve 

Men’s Breakfast 
November 1, 15, & 29, 7am,  

New London Cafe  
Come to eat and converse at the New London 

Café, 4721 East Superior Street. We meet every 
other Thursday. All men are invited to attend. 

Advance Care Directive Workshop   
Sunday, November 11 at 11:30am 

Come to the office conference room and meet with a 

representative from the Health and Wellness Team for 

information and help to complete your Advance Care 

Directive. Info and materials will be provided—you can 

complete your Directive at the workshop or take it home 

to complete.   

Third Tuesday Podcast Lunch 
Tuesday November 20 at noon  

in the Conference Room 

This month’s On Being Podcast is Arlie 

Hochschild The Deep Stories of Our Time 

One of the voices many have been turning to 

in recent years is Arlie Hochschild. She helped 

create the field of the sociology of emotion—our 

stories as “felt” rather than merely factual. When 

she published her book, Strangers in Their Own 

Land: Anger and Mourning on the American 

Right, in the fall of 2016, it felt like she had 

chronicled the human dynamics that have now 

come to upend American culture. 

All are welcome, and sandwiches are 

provided, thanks to Nancy Carlson, who is also 

the inspiration behind and facilitator of this group. 

Thanks to Nancy! 

Soma Yoga Class  
Every Monday 9:00‐10:15am  

in the Fireside Room 
This class is suited for all levels of ability. It is 
taught by Robin Davidson, physical therapist and 

certified yoga instructor. A free‐will offering to 
Peace Church of $3.00 per class is suggested.  

Peace Church Meals at CHUM Drop-in Center  

Wednesday Breakfast  
November 7 & 21 at 9am 

Join this fun group and help to fix a breakfast for the folks 
at the Chum Drop-in Center  
(located at 1st Ave West and 2nd Street). 

Thursday Dinner—November 15 

Help and donations are always welcome! Let us know if 
you’d like to be on the email list to provide food and/or help 
serve this dinner. Call the church office at 218-724-3637. 

Looking ahead to the special Christmas dinner 
we will serve at Chum on December 20: 

We will be filling 150 Gift bags to give out. We 
welcome donations of socks, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
shampoo, soap, flashlights, decks of cards, energy 
bars, beef jerky type meat sticks, hand/foot warmers, 
candy, chocolate, deodorant, mittens, gloves, or 
anything else you think might be nice for the gift bags. 
Watch for a bin in the narthex for your donations. 

PALS (Peace Adults Learning and Socializing) 
Thursday November 15 

6-9pm in Peace Church kitchen 
The November PALS event will be our annual 

repackaging of food for the CHUM food shelf. We will 
gather in the church kitchen at 6pm on Thursday, 
November 15. When done, we will share a pizza supper 
together. 

As in the past, we seek contributions to buy supplies.  
Last year we raised nearly $1,000 and repackaged over 
1,000 pounds of sugar, flour and coffee.  If you wish to 
donate, put your check in the offering or mail to church 
office with PALS in the memo line. This is a great way to 
get into the true spirit of Thanksgiving. 

More details will appear via email in the near future.  If 
you want to participate and are not on the PALS email list, 
let the office know and they will add your name to the list. 

Future events: 

Progressive dinner Thursday, December 13 

Anthropology of our region, January 31 

Backstage at the NorShor, February 28  

Couple’s Retreat 
November 10, 9am-12noon 

Mark your calendar for our 3
rd

 Peace Church 
Couple’s Retreat, which will be held on 
Saturday, November 10, from 9-12 (and lunch 
out afterward, if you're interested in joining).  

We are aiming for a less structured, simple 
environment to encourage connection and 
spaciousness during our time together. Please 
consider joining us for a fun and intentional 
morning with your partner and your community. 
Look for more info soon from leaders Veronica 
Gaidelis-Langer and Nathan Holst.   
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First Year Confirmation—9th Graders 
The First Year Confirmation Class meets on the 

first and third Wednesdays of each month from  
7–8:15pm in the Fireside Room. 

November 7 – Ancestor Stories/All Saints; Abraham, 
Hagar and Sarah 

November 21 – No class due to Thanksgiving Break  

Second Year Confirmation—10th Graders 
The Second Year Confirmation Class meets on the 

second and fourth Wednesdays of each month 
from 7–8:15pm in the Fireside Room.  

November 14 – Ricky Defoe, Native American Elder 
will share stories and teachings about God from 
his tradition. 

November 28 – God projects/paper due; begin 
discussions on Jesus – human and divine. 

Mark Your Calendars Now — Both classes are 
invited to be part of an Urban Immersion Weekend 
March 15–17 in Minneapolis! Also our summer  
Work Camp will be in Denver, Colorado, the week of 
July 27. We will be doing service learning with DOOR, 
a Mennonite program.  

Wednesday Activities 

Wednesday Activity Schedule  
4:45-5:30: Kids’ Choir / Kids’ Yoga (see schedule) 

5pm: Centering Prayer in Chapel (4:30 Info) 

5:30-6pm: Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 

6-7pm: Bible Study in the Conference Room 

6-7:15pm: Kids’ Club in the  
Lakeview Classroom (2nd-5th graders) 

6-7:30pm: Middle School Youth Group  
in the Fireside Room 

6:15pm: Adult Choir in the Music Room 

7-8:15pm: Confirmation in the Fireside Room 

Childcare is provided in the Nursery from 6 to 7:30pm. 

No dinner or youth/kids’ activities  
on November 21! 

Centering Prayer in Chapel 
Wednesdays 5-5:30pm (4:30 info session) 

Centering Prayer is a modern Christian 
contemplative prayer practice, or a method of 
meditation. All the major faith traditions have 
recognized and placed a high value on the 
transforming power of meditation. Its purpose is to 
learn to open ourselves to God’s extraordinary love 
in ordinary, daily life. All are welcome to join in this 
time of quiet meditation. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
6pm in the Conference Room 

Join Pastor Kathy and Rev. Bob Stevens on 
Wednesday evenings, reading the Gospel lesson for 
the coming Sunday using the Lectio Divina method. 
Lectio Divina is listening for the still, small voice of 
God that speaks to us. No prior biblical knowledge 
needed! We close with prayer, each praying for the 
person on his or her right. Join us as we practice this 
ancient and yet very relevant method of Bible study. 

Wednesday Dinner Menu 
We can always use help for prep at 4pm, and for 

clean-up after the meal. Let us know if you can help! 

November 7:  Buffet of Baked chicken, sausages,  
and Boca burgers 

November 14: Mexican 

November 21: No Dinner 

November 28: Pizza 

Kid’s Club for 2nd-5th graders! 
6:00pm to 7:15pm Wednesdays 

            Lakeview Classroom 
    Join Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Kelli after Wednesday dinner to find how 
our faith works in our lives. We’ll be 
playing games, making crafts, having 
book club, and playing Legos…all while 
making new friends!  

November 7 Book Club—The One and Only 
Ivan by Katherine Applegate (kids should read the 
book before the group gathers) 

November 14 Games 

November 21 NO Wednesday Night Activities 

November 28 Crafts 

6-7:30pm—Kids 1st grade and under are welcome in 
the nursery with Childcare staff, Meghan, where they 
may play board games, Legos, or enjoy free play. Kids’ Choir and Yoga Schedule 

Kids’ Choir will be on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 
from 4:45-5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary (November 7 & 
21). Kids will sing the second Sunday of the month 
(November 11) at the 10:30 service. If you have any 
questions, please contact Susan Larson Kidd at (218) 
722-7972 or susan.larsonkidd@drslk.com or Kelli 
Farell at church, 724-3637, or kelli@peaceucc.org.  

Kids’ Yoga will be on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays from 4:45-5:30 p.m. in the front of the 
Sanctuary (November 14 & 28). Please bring a yoga 
mat or towel and wear comfy clothing. If you have 
any questions, please contact Elise Courtright at 
(218) 428-3881 or courtrightelise@gmail.com or Kelli 
Farell at church, 724-3637 or kelli@peaceucc.org. 

Vegetarian and 
Gluten Free 

options always 
available 
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Children’s Ministry Page  

At the recent news of my grandmother’s stroke, I immediately packed 
and drove the four hours to be with her in the hospital in spite of the late 
hour. Before leaving, I had nervously asked my 11-year-old daughter to 
come with me, although I wasn’t certain what was best for her.  My gut 
feeling was mixed because I wasn’t sure what we were walking into, but I 
knew she was old enough to decide if she wanted to face this.  She said yes, 
and I felt both grateful and guilty; I was relieved to have her by my side, but 
was I also sharing more of the death experience with her than was healthy? 

Looking back on the experience, I know I made the right choice to put it 
in her hands.  Throughout the last 24 hours of grandma’s life, I was able to 
hold my grandma and my daughter was able to say goodbye in her own 
way.  She watched our family members say their goodbyes, listened to funny 
stories, snuggled up to grandma, prayed by her side, had a last communion 
with her, and even sang to her.  She also asked questions when she had 
them and napped when she needed it. While my grandma was unable to 
communicate or open her eyes, I know she could hear us and feel our 
presence.  Sophia chose to come in and say her final goodbye when the 
time came. 

The next day, I overheard a family member talking with some friends 
about how inappropriate it was to have children see something like that and 
how children shouldn’t have an image like that as a last memory of a person. 
My head was spinning, wondering again if I did the wrong thing. 

What is age-appropriate in death?  My daughter was 18 months old when 
my dad died in our home; she has grown up asking questions about death 
and it has been part of our conversation around our faith for her entire life.  
How can you explain what Christianity means without some talk of death?  It 
is such an integral component to our faith.   

As Christians, we process more than the physical death of the body; we 
also rejoice at the person’s final journey to be with God.  My daughter was 
quite clear that despite her grief, she was excited Grandma finally got to 
meet God.  What seemed to sustain her was the miracle of Grandma’s soul leaving that swollen body, frail heart, 
and muddled brain to embrace the light and life of heaven.  In some ways she taught me more about death than I 
could teach her. 

Each step of parenting is so unique from family to family.  What feels right for one parent and child might be 
completely backwards for others.  Grieving is a part of life, and it’s our job as parents to try to best understand the 
developmental stages and needs of our children.  According to the American Academy of Child and Adolescent 
Psychology, “Children should be allowed to express feelings about their loss and grieve in their own way.”   

For some kids, this might mean making a book or drawing from a distance or making a special memory box 
with cherished items that evoke memories of the person.  For my 6-year-old son, it meant telling Grandma on the 
telephone that he loved her, and it was okay to go be with Jesus now.  Just before the funeral, he ran and tucked 
a picture he colored into the casket for her.  He was curious and darted all around, checking out everything that 
affected Grandma, from why the casket was closed over her feet to how the casket fit into the hearse.  The next 
day, he asked to bring his “I Love You Right Up To The Moon And Back” bunny to Grandma’s grave so she 
wouldn’t be scared and would know he loved her; he actually left the bunny nestled against the tombstone, facing 
her grave so she could see it. 

While death is scary, experiencing loss is part of living.  If it feels like something kids aren’t allowed to talk 
about, the fear and questions surrounding it can grow to become unmanageable.  “Children often are 
disenfranchised in their grief,” writes Karen Carney on PsychCentral.com.  “Well-meaning adults try to protect 
them from the enormousness of loss by distracting them, telling them half-truths, even lying to them about the 
death of someone they loved. Some adults, perhaps to protect themselves from having to manage the full impact 
of a child’s grief, fool themselves into believing that children are “too young” to know what is going on. As noted 
children’s psychologist, Alan Wolfelt, has said, ‘Anyone old enough to love is old enough to grieve.’” 

Just as grief comes in waves for adults, so, too, do the waves come for children, especially as they move 
through developmental stages.  They will revisit their experiences with loss as they grow, and they will experience 
different stages of grief as they achieve different developmental milestones.  Travel this path with them as it 
comes and hold them close when they need it. You may find that they teach you as much as you teach them. 

November Sunday School Affirmation 

What I believe in my heart is what I show in my actions. 

Thanksgiving Story and 
Craft—November 25  

While there is no Sunday School 
on Sunday, November 25, Kelli 
will be reading a special 
Thanksgiving story followed by a 
craft in the Fellowship Hall at 
9:30 a.m. Kids ages 3 through 
8th grade are welcome!  

4th and 5th graders!  

Mark your calendars…Christmas 
pageant parts will be handed out 
on Sunday, November 4th! 

Join us at Sunday School that 
day if you would like to 
participate in the pageant.  

Advent Family Fun Day  

The Advent Family Fun Day will 
be on Sunday, December 2 at 
9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
Join us to create your own 
Advent candle centerpiece for 
your family, as well as other 
crafts designed to bring the joy of 
the season into your home! 
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     Light in the Cracks  by Nathan Holst       Youth Events 

    “What does God have to do with 
your decisions?  How is your faith 
related to your actions?”  These 
were the questions asked by Bryan 
Sirchio, music leader at the recent 
Pilgrim Point middle school 
conference youth event, and it was 

pretty incredible to hear what our UCC youth had to say.   

The whole weekend was an amazing event, filled with all the 
magic of deep relationships and the kind of experiences that can take 
place when over 100 youth get together to sing, laugh, and talk 
together.  Bryan led us every day with singing (and actions to go 
along!) that were right on par for what you might expect at a camp.  
But I think the real good stuff happened in the many sessions he 
facilitated where our youth got to engage with each other in 
conversation about important issues of our time.   

In one of our sessions, he broke youth up into groups of 5-10, 
and he then gave a prompt.  The first one was something like, “you 
find a paper bag on the side of the road and when you look inside, you find $500.  What do you do?”  The youth 
talked about all the different possible actions, and after some time, Bryan had a spokesperson come up to the 
front to share.  Then when the youth shared something like, “I would first look for a person to see if they were 
around, and if I couldn’t find them, I would give it to a local charity,” Bryan asked a follow up question: “How is 
your faith related to your action?”  He shared that often times in progressive Christian churches, even adults 
have difficulty answering this question because they might not have practice talking about their faith, and that’s 
why he wanted to give the youth a chance to try it out.   

The youth struggled at first, but Bryan kept encouraging them.  He wouldn’t just let them stop at an 
answer like, “it’s the nice thing to do.”  He pushed and said, “but what does being nice have to do with your faith?  
How do we know that it’s important to be nice?”  After some time, the youth started talking about stories of 
Jesus, sharing that “Jesus gave away things to those who needed it, so that’s why we would give the money 
away.”  Or perhaps they’d take another angle—“Christians that we know are honest people, so our tradition tells 
us to be honest.”  They were making the connections and finding language to ground in our tradition, unearthing 
the values in the Jesus Way.  It was inspiring to watch.   

This month, my invitation to all of us is to follow the example of our youth and reflect on how our 
decisions and actions relate to our faith, in whatever each of us understands our faith to be.  As Bryan said, 
there are no right or wrong answers—we are the ones that interpret our faith and lives individually and 
collectively, but part of Bryan’s call to progressive 
churches is to continue wrestling with what living the 
way of Jesus means in our lives.  The next time you 
make a decision—maybe making a big life change 
or simply something small like how you interact with 
your family or friends, take a minute to reflect 
(whether that’s in a conversation, in your own 
thoughts, etc.): “How is your faith related to your 
action?” 

November Youth Group  
Wednesdays 6-7:30pm  

Grades 6-8 in the Fireside Room 
Can’t believe we’re already to 

November!  We’re still going strong 
with close to 20 youth, so come join 
us for snacks, gaga ball, and our 
awesome continuation of the Peer 
Ministry program that will help 
shape our year together.  Don’t miss 
this great space of connection and 
fun—join us on Wednesday nights 
from 6pm-7:30pm in the Fireside 
Room for some awesome times! 

No Youth Group November 21! 

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in” 

 ~Lenard Cohen 



9 

 

Team and Committee Meetings 

Stewardship Team:  
will not meet in November. Remember 
to help with serving and clean-up at the 
Stewardship dinner on November 11! 

Children’s Ministry Team:  
Tuesday November 6 
5:30pm in the Conference Room 

Dismantling Racism Team:  
Thursday November 8 
3:30pm in the Conference Room 

Acting for Justice Hub:  
Sunday November 11 
11:30am in the Fireside Room 

Worship & Arts Committee:  
Tuesday November 13 
5:30pm in the Sanctuary 

History Team:  
Wednesday November 14 
10am-12pm in the Heritage Room 

Shared Ministry Team:  
Wednesday November 14 
4:30pm in the Conference Room. 

Property Team: 
Wednesday November 14 
6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Food & Fellowship Team:  
Wednesday November 14 
6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Finance Team:  
Wednesday November 14 
6pm in the Conference Room 

Health and Wellness Team:  
Sunday November 18 
11:30am in the Conference Room 

Adult Ed Team:  
Tuesday November 20 
3:30pm in the Conference Room 

Moderator’s Report / Peace Church News 

Coordinating Council will meet Tuesday,  
November 20, at 5:30pm in the Conference Room 

Note time change so that we can participate in the Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service. at the Coppertop Church. 

We are a thriving faith community. Our Sunday worship 
provides many ways to be inspired by diverse musical expressions 
and by the scriptures broken open by good preaching and applied 
to the challenge of our daily lives and the needs of our world. Our 
many educational programs respond to the needs of our entire 
community, “womb to tomb,” from adult forums and youth programs 
to classes for our kids. The pastoral care provided by Pastor Kathy 
and others is marked by personal presence and compassionate 
care. Many in our congregation work for social justice, dismantling 
racism, feeding the hungry, visiting the imprisoned, welcoming the 
immigrants, and so much more. No one of us can do all of this, but 
all of us together can make an impact. And then there’s Christ’s 
promise, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am 
in the midst of them.”  

As your moderator, I encourage you, if you haven’t already, to 
find a place to give your gifts. This spiritual community continues to 
thrive only because we support each other with our time, our 
talents, and our treasure. It takes all three for sure.  

Gary Boelhower, Peace Church Moderator 

Note from Pastor Kathy  
Our congregation is blessed to have so many elected officials as 
members.  With this in mind we ask that you keep Sunday as 
Sabbath time for them and you by not discussing politics while 
they are here to worship.  Feel free to contact them at other times 
through the appropriate means.  They love that we are so active 
in our community!  

One of our members wrote this prayer—another version of 
the Lord’s prayer for our reflection. It is great for each of us to take 
time to consider the words we like to pray. 

Dear God in Heaven 

As your children we  

need to listen to you and respect you. 

Heal our illnesses and injuries, 

ease our pains. 

Give us a safe place to live 

and rest and good food today. 

Then we will be able to think of others as well as ourselves. 

Forgive us when we hurt you 

and help us forgive those who hurt us. 

Remind us constantly of the difference between right and wrong  

and come get us when we are in trouble. 

For you created and rule over everything. 

Your power and goodness deserve our praise and thanks 

for ever and ever 

Amen 

Reminder about the 
use of our building!  

  We are so pleased to have Tim Peters 
on staff as Building Use Coordinator—he 
is doing an awesome job! A friendly 
reminder to all who would like to use 
space at Peace Church: To schedule a 
meeting at Peace, please call Tim 
Peters, 314-566-2651. Our building is 
busy every day of the week with 
meetings and gatherings of many 
community groups as well as church 
teams and committees, so it’s important 
to check with Tim to make sure space is 
available. You can also call the office at 
218-724-3637 and leave a message, 
which office staff will pass on to Tim. 
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Stewardship 

Mission Moment, given by Doug Bowen-Bailey on October 21 

What shall we bring?  It’s the question for all of us this Stewardship Campaign.  And It is the question I have 
been thinking about in coming to talk today.  I was asked to speak as someone who has been a member of the 
property committee for a long time.  To be honest, on the property committee we are more focused on doing things 
than on talking. So, I thought about just doing a haiku.  Seventeen syllables might be enough.  

After some reflection, I realized I should probably say a little more than that. Because part of why I have stayed 
on the property committee is because of how I see this group living out an understanding of Stewardship.   

After all, we are in God’s house. We are caretakers, not owners. We take care—not so much of the building 
itself but how the building helps us to carry out our mission as followers in the way of Jesus. This is an ongoing 
task.  I heard recently the notion that life is not a sprint, it’s not even a marathon. It’s a relay race. Which really fits 
for Peace Church. 

At the beginning of this relay, I think it is important to recognize the stewardship of this land by Anishinaabe 
people. And wrestle with the responsibilities that come to us with its transfer into our care.  

When looking at Peace Church, this version of God’s house, the stewardship begins with people speaking 
German on 3rd Street.  Along the way comes Harold Paschke with three bids in his pocket at the city auction for 
this land that helped to move Peace to this place.  Ed Nelson, who framed all the doorways in the 1960’s building 
and ensured the welcome of a gay couple back then to come through those doors, is part of that relay.  Mary 
Martin, who with hammer and paintbrush and her gentle wisdom, worked to repair and refresh this place that gets 
so much use by our congregation and community. And Bill Kehtel who helped to keep the history of the people of 
this place in addition to making and sharing really good chocolate chip cookies.  

These days, I am amazed by many people but I want to lift up two.  Denise Perry, as the chair of the property 
committee, has zero interest in doing a talk like this. But she keeps us focused on the need for making our building 
more energy efficient. And Jim McLean who is leading the volunteer effort to renovate downstairs to be able to 
provide a sanctuary space.  

All of these people, and so many more, have worked at caring for and adapting this building so that it could 
serve our mission to be followers in the way of Jesus, one who practiced radical hospitality and transformative 
love.  

In preparing for this, I thought back to one of the first mission moments I ever heard at Peace Church.  Don 
Harris, the father of Cathy Ameel and Caroline Harris—who are still members here—shared that for him, the bell 
tower really represented Peace Church.  How it stands out in community. How it has such a strong framework and 
foundation. And how it is so open.  

That is such a good understanding of what I understand God’s house is meant to be. Both strong and open.  It is 
a legacy we are all being asked to take care of. That takes gifts of money. That takes gifts of time and talent.  For 
this stewardship drive, as you contemplate that question, “What shall I bring?” I invite you to think about how you 
can be a steward of this community of faith, how you can be a part of that relay race that helps us maintain our 
strong framework and foundation so that we are open to all of God’s people we encounter 
and all that we are called to be.  

With that invitation, I offer you a final 17 syllables: 

We are in God’s house. 

Opening doors.  Building peace. 

A sanctuary.  

Halloween Carnival 
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Peace has declared itself a sanctuary church, and part of our 
commitment is to advocate on behalf of immigrants.  We need your 
public comment on a proposed regulation that would dramatically 
broaden the “public charge” test that has been a part of federal 
immigration law for decades.  

The new rule could force immigrant families to choose between 
permanent legal status and their ability to access basic needs like 
healthy food, safe housing, and health care. For many years the 
“public charge” test has been used to identify people who may 
depend on government benefits as their main source of financial 
support. If the government determines that someone is likely to 
become a “public charge,” that person can be refused permission to 
enter the U.S. and refused a green card. 

Under the current policy, the only government benefits taken into 
account when determining who is likely to become a “public charge” 
are cash-assistance programs (including Supplemental Security 
Income and Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) and 
government-funded, long-term institutional care. 

If the rule is finalized, immigration officials could consider a much 
wider range of government programs in the “public charge” 
determination. Participation in programs that help people meet basic 
needs could block immigrant families’ road to a secure future in the 
United States. These programs include non-emergency Medicaid, 
housing assistance such as Section 8 housing vouchers, and SNAP 
(Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program), and even assistance 
for seniors who need help paying for Medicare part D (prescription 
drugs).  The proposed regulation also significantly raises the 
minimum income requirements for persons seeking permanent legal 
status. 

The proposal has already made immigrant families afraid to seek 
programs that support basic needs. One in four children have at least 
one immigrant parent. This issue touches millions, making it critical 
now and for our nation’s future.  

It is important to note that some groups of immigrants—such as 
refugees, asylees, groups—are not currently subject to “public 
charge” determinations, and charge is also not a consideration when 
lawful permanent residents (green card holders) apply to become 
U.S. citizens. 

Submit your comment on this proposed change electronically by 
going to the following web page: 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/10/10/2018-21106/
inadmissibility-on-public-charge-grounds 

Or mail your comments to Samantha Deshommes, Chief, Regulatory 
Coordination Division, Office of Policy and Strategy, U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services, Department of Homeland Security, 20 
Massachusetts Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20529-2140. To 
ensure proper handling, please 
reference DHS Docket No. USCIS-2010-
0012 in your correspondence. Mail must 
be postmarked by the comment 
submission deadline, December 10. 

Postcards will be available throughout 
the month of November—write your 
comments and leave them in the church 
office for mailing.   

For more information and FAQ,s, check 
with the ACLU, CLASP, or Isaiah 
websites.  

Sanctuary Project  
Building Update 

from Jim McLean 
In order to finish our Sanctuary 

Building Project we need some people 
willing to volunteer to do specific 
“projects.”  An example of such a project 
is to replace the suspended ceiling in the 
new sleeping room and common room.  

Other projects are:  

• to replace the suspended ceiling in the 
bathroom and install new ceiling in 
shower and laundry area. 

• to replace the suspended ceiling in the 
new Youth Room and install new ceiling 
in the new area of the room. 

• to build small stud walls to enclose 
areas where concrete block or posts are 
exposed. 

• to remove old vinyl floor in bathroom 
and reinstall new vinyl in the whole area 
of the bathroom, shower, and laundry. 

• to enclose the wall areas above the 
ceiling level in the new Youth Room with 
drywall. 

• to install fire block foam in cracks of the 
walls. 

•There are other smaller projects that 
require work too.   

All projects are not difficult and I will 
be happy to meet with you to give initial 
instructions and details, provide 
assistance anytime you need it, and be 
available for questions that arise.  These 
projects can be done anytime the church 
is open.  You do not have to confine your 
time to work on them to Sunday or 
Wednesday evening.  Please email me 
at mcleanbarrslake@gmail.com or call 
me, 218-464-8975, if you are thinking of 
taking one of these projects on.    

Many, Many Thanks!! 

Another big thank you to all those who 
are helping Jim McLean finish the 

Sanctuary space remodeling 
project: Gary Sheldon, Dennis 
Isernhagen, Tim Johnson, Danny 
O’Neill, Scott & Phyllis Mead, Dave 
Clark, Sara Carlson, Melissa 
Gerads, Tom Wilkowske, Judy 
Gibbs, Shawn Wentz, Bob and Kay 
Stevens, Nina Preheim, Burnell 
Peterson, Ellen and John Lindgren, 
Shana Aue, Tim Peters, Matt Ryan, 
Paul Hlina, Jim Gangl, Geoffrey and 
Jen from the Quakers, and others. 

Jim McLean,  
project coordinator 

Sanctuary Congregation 
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Acting for Justice 

Racial Justice at Peace Church 

In June, 2009, Peace Church voted to declare ourselves to be a Multiracial, Multicultural, Antiracist 
congregation.  

“Peace Church will incorporate an anti-racist identity on an institutional level, and nurture development of that 
identity on an individual level, so that everyone feels—and is treated—like a vital member of the body of Christ.” 

The Dismantling Racism team at Peace Church is committed to exploring racism and working towards racial 
justice, within the church and in the wider community.  Recently, the team revised our mission statement, 
clarifying our focus and our vision. 

Dismantling Racism Team Mission  

To encourage, strengthen and make visible the high priority on social justice in all aspects of the congregational 
life of Peace UCC. 

To offer educational opportunities that further our understanding of white privilege and systemic racism, through 
Peace UCC and in the wider community.  

To foster support for issues and events that are especially important to, or particularly impact, communities of 
color; to offer leadership when needed and requested. 

To foster relationships between Peace UCC and communities of color in Duluth, especially, but not limited to, 
collaboration with St. Mark AME Church.   

To make Peace UCC’s resources available to the wider community for the work of confronting racism and 
advocating for racial equality.    

To collaborate with other congregations/communities of faith and organizations to more effectively address 
issues of racism. 

The Dismantling Racism team meets the second Thursday of each month, from 3:30–4:30pm, in the Conference 
Room. Our next meeting is November 8, 2018.  All are welcome as we continue our journey towards justice. 

Dismantling Racism Event 

The UMD Office of Diversity & Inclusion is presenting a series highlighting major themes relating to diversity, 
equity, and social justice. Sessions are free and open to the public. 

The third of three events, on Tuesday, November 13, is titled The Art of Resistance. Engage with local youth 
poets in the power of spoken word & the contribution of art to the resistance. This workshop, from 5:30 to 7:00 
p.m. in Griggs Center (second floor of Kirby Student Center) will provide attendees with motivation to create 
their own art & learn from the upcoming generation of world-changers! Campus meters and maroon lots are free 
beginning at 5:00 p.m. 

Armistice Day 100th Anniversary 11/11/2018 ~ by John Pegg 

God’s call to us all is for a world of justice and peace.  Veterans for Peace, a national organization of U.S. 
military veterans who are committed to working for peace, is asking all congregations in Duluth and Superior to 
ring their church bells 11 times on Sunday morning Nov. 11

th
 to honor the 100th anniversary of the signing of the 

Armistice on the eleventh day of the eleventh month at 11 a.m. to end the “war to end all wars”. As veterans, we 
are saddened that in our times, instead of ending wars we find ourselves engaging in “endless wars.” We will 
ring our bells to join other congregations in reclaiming Armistice Day and calling for an end to all wars. 

On September 30 we celebrated Rev. Bob Stevens’ 55 years of ordained ministry, and Nathan Holst’s 
standing as a licensed minister in the Minnesota Conference of the UCC. Congratulations to you both! 
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Voices for Justice 

Voices for Justice    Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice.  We are energized and 

heartened by hearing each other’s stories.  Each month we share a brief story from members of our community, 
learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes.  If you would like to share your story, or 
want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office. Every story is a gift! 

John Clark Pegg:  Honoring Interdependence/Seeking Justice 
John Pegg grew up in a suburban New York City family, where his parents 

emphasized the value of education, equity, work, and service.  These values 
provided critical guidance during the deepening of John’s spiritual life.  He was 
raised in Long Island, and his father commuted to Manhattan as a young Vice 
President for Shell Oil in the early 1950s.  When John was thirteen, his father 
died of a heart attack on a plane returning from a business trip to Europe.  The 
peaceful progress of their family life was shattered, and John had to go to work. 

He graduated from high school and attended Colgate University in Hamilton, 
New York.   After two years as an English major, John realized that he lacked a 
sense of direction and motivation, so he decided to take a break from school to 
reflect on how he could realize his core values.  He met with a family friend who 
served on the local Selective Service draft board, and he was told that he had 
the qualifications to make a good Marine.  John enlisted in February, 1962, for 
three years, and ultimately was given responsibility for managing intelligence 
reports.  He soon noticed the discrepancies between the classified information 
and the media reports about the U.S. effort in Vietnam.  As the misrepresentation 
grew more outrageous, John realized that this was not the job he had signed up 
for.  This was late in 1963, when John F. Kennedy was assassinated. This was a time of significant turmoil for 
John.  Fortunately, he met Lyn Clark, who shared many of his progressive values.  They struck a deep chord 
and were soon engaged and married.  

While in the service in North Carolina, John was aware of the racism that permeated the culture.  He saw 
segregation in housing and education. He observed the direct impact of workforce segregation and the 
discriminatory effects of poverty.  He and Lyn began working with youth through a church, and John recognized 
that he was good with youth and he enjoyed it more than managing classified information.  This led John to alter 
his path.  After completing college, he and Lyn moved to Long Island, where John worked for Chase Manhattan 
bank, managing customers’ portfolios.  Sarah and David were born in Long Island.  But between the long 
commute and the pressures of corporate diligence, John grew tired of managing capital assets for others. 

After working as a pension fund investment manager for five years, John decided to study theology at 
Hartford Seminary in Connecticut.  He loved the seminary curriculum and he quickly earned an MA in Religious 
Studies and then a Master of Divinity for ordination.  After serving churches in Connecticut, New York, and 
Massachusetts, John and Lyn decided to seek a church further west.  Their quest for progressive values and 
meaningful work was met by the invitation to serve Peace UCC in Duluth, where John’s skills as a pastor and 
his commitment to justice and peacemaking were welcomed.   

Since his retirement from pastoral and service ministries, John has committed his energy and focus in many 
ways.  He enjoys working with Veterans for Peace because, as he states, “war doesn’t work!”  And veterans are 
often left broken due to the increasing needs of the global super powers.  John feels a commitment to working 
with other veterans and raising their voices for justice and peace between people and between nations.  He 
also has worked with Witness for Peace since 2001, when he was the founding organizer for the Midwest 
Region. He has led Witness for Peace delegations to Colombia and Cuba. He also served on both the national 
and regional Board of Directors. 

Reflecting on the values that shape his life and work, John referred to a statement by Gandhi:  “Our earth 
provides enough for every [one's] need but not for every [one's] greed.”  John believes that “we have enough to 
meet our needs, but if some want more than others, the greed may undo our body politic.”  John finds fulfillment 
working with others on cultivating our interdependence.  “Justice requires that we welcome the stranger, 
understand our mutual interdependence, and live with compassion – as we walk humbly together with our God 
(Micah 6:8).” 

Interviewed by Bill Mittlefehldt 

“There is a sufficiency in the world for man's need but not for man's greed.”   
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Welcome New Members! 

Monica and Tim White 

Family Members (including pets): Children Molly, 
Madison, and Trygg 

What is your vocation? 
Monica – Occupational 
Therapist (stay at home Mom 
at the moment); Tim – 
Intellectual Property Manager 
at UMD 

What are your hobbies/
passions? Monica – I’m 
passionate about getting 
some sleep. But seriously, I 
love to read in a quiet place, and another hobby of 
mine is writing. I write poems about my kids or make 
up short stories. Tim loves mountain biking. 

What brought you to Peace? We wanted to stay 
within a UCC community after moving to Duluth from 
WI last winter. We saw the article in Duluth News 
Tribune about Peace being a sanctuary church. 

What is an obscure fact about yourself that others 
may not know but would enjoy? Monica – used to 
play soccer in college; Tim – used to race cars. 

Danny O'Neill  

Family members (including pets): Son Shawn along 
with his wife Krista and Grandson William, Daughter 
Erin Boit along with her 
husband Brian and 
Grandson Ian, 
Grandaughter Mya. 

What is your vocation? 
Retired.  I was a Union 
Pipefitter for 25 years and 
the last 12 years a Union 
Organizer for the 
Minnesota Pipe Trades. 

What are your hobbies/
passions?  I enjoy 
outdoor activities—Rowing, biking, hiking and cross 
country skiing.  I'm on the Board of Directors for Spirit 
Mountain, Duluth Energy, and the Labor World 
newspaper.  Spending time with Grandkids is the 
best.  I'm also a volunteer at the Minnesota Vet's home 
in Silver Bay. The Labor movement has been 
important to me. 

What brought you to Peace?  The sense of 
community and all the activity that surrounds it, and 
the social justice emphasis. I enjoy the service and the 
music is great! 

What is an obscure fact about yourself that others 
may not know but would enjoy?  Growing up on 
Park Point and moving back 16 years ago, this was my 
50th season rowing for the Duluth Rowing Club. 

Patty Guist 

Family Members (including 
pets): I am a widow with a 
daughter and stepdaughter, 2 
grandsons, 2 granddaughters 
and 1 great granddaughter. I 
have 4 cats; Chayce, Mikey, 
Samuel and Sassy  

What is your vocation? 
Retired after working for 27 
years at UW Superior 

What are your hobbies/
passions? Making cards and 
scrapbooking. 

What brought you to Peace? My friends Bob, Amy 
and Liam Sullivan (pictured with Patty) suggested I 
visit Peace when I was looking for a church. 

What is an obscure fact about yourself that others 
may not know but would enjoy? When I was a 
teenager, my family and I had 3 horses that we rode 
and participated in horse shows.  

Comments: I look forward to becoming a member of 
such a dynamic and welcoming church.  

Sam and Alice Marks 

Family Members (including 
pets): Rudy (American 
Eskimo dog), Mikey 
(Pomeranian), Mary Lou 
(black cat). 

What is your vocation? 
Alice – Novelist and writing 
instructor (Officially I’m 
retired; I was an Early 
Childhood director and 
teacher); Sam – Retired music teacher. 

What are your hobbies/passions? Alice – Writing is 
my passion; I love to cook and entertain, my four adult 
children and six grandchildren are my biggest joy; Sam 
– Conductor of Duluth Civic (community) Orchestra. 

What brought you to Peace? Alice – We needed a 
change from a church that is hindered by ties to a 
large global governing body. We felt comfortable at 
Peace church the first time we visited! Sam – Jim 
Pospisil, Church outreach program. 

What is an obscure fact about yourself that others 
may not know but would enjoy? Alice – I grew up in 
Wyoming and was thrown from every horse I tried to 
ride! Sam – I am a composer/arranger. 

Comments: Alice – We are so impressed with the 
kindness and sincerity of everyone we’ve met at 
Peace Church. 

The following people joined Peace Church in October: Paul & Deb O’Brien, Sam & Alice Marks, Tim & Monica 
White (Molly, Madison, Trygg), Kaitlyn McKechnie & Scott Nelson (Saydee, Bode), Sara Olson Dean (Husband 
Alex Dean, Elliott, Kate), Danny O’Neill, Patty Guist, Laura Beth & Justin Boysen (Sydney), Greg Clemons, and 
Harriet Crofts. Let’s all give them a big Peace Church welcome as we get to know them better. 
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     Welcome New Members           Peace People  

Thank You! 
➢A special thank you to our amazing Halloween 
carnival volunteers and to those who donated 
food and prizes.  We couldn’t do it without you! 

➢Thank you to those who provided special music 
for the month of October. Jane Aas, Ron Deters, 
John Erickson, Ian Connell, Dave Winchester, 
Sam Marks, Jessica Olson, Kirby Wood, Dale 
Shimmin, Kelli Hallsten, Tom Wilkowske, the 
choir, Jennifer Boyle, Diane and Mike Swanoski, 
and Eli Bissonett. 

➢to our Peace Gardeners – our garden provided 
over 500 pounds of fresh veggies to Chum! Thank 
you Denise Perry, Lisa Fitzpatrick, Elise 
Courtright, Lynn Watson, Bob & Kay Stevens, and 
others. 

➢to Doug Bowen-Bailey, Jessica & Justin Olson 
and Jane Rupel for their stewardship mission 
moments in October. 

➢to Julie Deters and so many others for 
organizing the Yoga Fundraiser for Nat Hawley’s 
medical expenses on Saturday, October 27. 

➢“Dear Pastor Kathy and office staff: Thank you 
for all your support and care during our time of 
loss. We are so grateful to you for attending to all 
the details, and for being kind and caring to our 
Dad, Glenn. Most gratefully, Kris, Karen, and 
Scott and Glenn Maxham’s Family” 

➢To all who helped serve the lunch after Glenn 
Maxham’s funeral service: Judy Siegle, Jerry 
Cleveland, Marge Anderson, Nancy Taggart, 
Gudrun Witrak, John and Lyn Pegg, Patty Beech-
Dziuk, Brenda Steele, Marg Paulson, Nettie 
Bothwell, and Tim Peters. 

➢From UCC Global Ministries: “We want to thank 
you for hosting our mission co-workers Tom & 
Monica Liddle. Your hospitality is so appreciated 
by both Tom & Monica and our office. We really 
appreciate your willingness to open your doors 
and your hears to our mission co-workers. Many 
Blessings to you.” 

N
e
w

 M
e

m
b

e
rs

 
Laura Beth and Justin Boysen 

Family Members (including 
pets): Daughter Sydney, 3 
months old. 

What is your vocation? Laura 
Beth is a Pediatric RN at 
Essentia, Justin is a Harvest 
Inspector for the U.S. Forest 
Service.   

What are your hobbies/
passions? Tiring out our dogs at 
the dog park and finding new 
ways to make our baby smile. 

What brought you to Peace? We came to Peace to be 
involved in a community of kind, loving people. 

What is an obscure fact about yourself that others may 
not know but would enjoy? We met at a pirate-themed 
bar in Memphis, TN. 

Kaitlyn McKechnie & Scott Nelson 

Family members (including 
pets): Saydee (5), Bode (2), 
Macho (cat), Leo (guinea pig) 

What is your vocation? Scott 
works in IT and Kaitlyn is an 
ECFE Teacher at Lester 
Park elementary school 

What are your hobbies/
passions? Scott loves 
running, college 
football,  reading books 

about history, and downhill skiing. Kaitlyn loves yoga, 
running, reading Parenting books, and cooking 

What brought you to Peace? We were looking for a 
welcoming and active Church for our family in Duluth. 
Peace felt like the perfect fit. 

What is an obscure fact about yourself that others 
may not know but would enjoy? Kaitlyn & Scott met 
while they were both living in Washington, DC. Kaitlyn 
loves all things Japanese. She speaks Japanese, loves 
Japanese cooking, and one day hopes to live in Japan 
again when the kiddos get a bit older. Scott is an avid 
Virginia Tech fan (his alma mater) and makes a trek to 
Virginia each fall to cheer on the Hokie football team.  

Harriet Crofts   Greg Clemons Deb and Paul O’Brien  

Sara Olson Dean (Husband 
Alex Dean, Elliott, Kate)  
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   More Peace People / Community  Peace Church Library  

Memorials 
Thank you for the memorials to Peace Church in 
memory of Glenn Maxham from Denise Perry, and 
from his children, Kristine & Patrick Dwyer, Scott & 
Joyce Maxham, and Karen & Charles Hardy.  

Sympathy 
➢To the family of Loren Mesedahl. Loren’s memorial 
service was held at Peace Church on October 20th.  

Keep in Your Prayers 
➢All those in our congregation undergoing treatment 
for cancer: Jerry Cleveland, Nat Hawley, Denise 
Hamsher, Terri Shannon, and others. 

➢Phyllis Cook at home recovering from heart 
surgery; Diana Machones recovering from knee 
surgery and Joe Machones still at home having 
difficulty walking following back surgery. 

➢Virginia Nelson who has moved to the Franciscan 
Health Care Center on Park Point. 

Congratulations 

➢To Matt Schiff for passing the RN board exam. 

➢To Brendan O’Neil and Kelsey Nielsen who were 
married at Peace Church on October 20

th
.  

➢To Emily Ramsey and McKenzie Orvedahl who 
were married by Pastor Kathy on October 27

th
.  

Chum Church Worship  
November 11 at 4pm at Peace Church 

Accessible, welcoming, and inclusive worship. 

There will be no adult books added to the library until 
the children’s books that support the Sunday School 
curriculum can be processed as the Sunday School 
year begins. 

New children's books: 

Confessions of a Former Bully by Trudy Ludwig 

Our Big Home by Linda Glasser 

The Big Umbrella by Amy June Bates 

Shep : Our Most Loyal Dog by Sneed B Collard 

The Berenstain Bears and the In-Crowd  
by Stan and Jan Berenstain 

The Butter Battle Book by Dr Seuss 

Maybe God Is Like That Too by Jennifer Grant 

The Sneeches and Other Stories by Dr Seuss 

Here We Are : Notes for Living on Planet Earth  
by Oliver Jeffers 

Ordinary Mary’s Extraordinary Deed  
by Emily Pearson 

Where Are You Hiding, God? by Elisabeth Zartl 

Yertle the Turtle and Other Stories by Dr Seuss 

We’re All Wonders by R J Palacio 

The Berenstain Bears and the Bully  
by Stan and Jan Berenstain 

I Am Peace by Susan Verde 

God Gave Us Family by Lisa Tawn Bergren  

When God Made Light by Matthew Paul Turner 

Mother Bruce by Tyan T Higgins 

Dream On, Amber by Emma Shevah 

A Few Who Dared to Trust God  
from The American Bible Society 

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin 

Into the Wild by Erin Hunter 

I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai  

Brown Girl Dancing by Jacqueline Woodson 

Something Beautiful by Sharon Dennis Wyeth 

Penny and the Magic Puffballs by Alonda Williams 

She Persisted : 13 American Women Who Changed 
the World by Chelsea Clinton 

Donate Books for the Children’s Library! 
As you may know, the children's library has been 
cleaned out—lots of old, outdated books have been 
taken out to make room for many new fantastic 
books that cover an array of topics we care about. 
But we need your help! In the narthex there's a list  
of book titles we would like to own. Please check  
this list out and if you are able, take a book title slip 
with you, purchase the book and drop it off in the 
church office.  

Film & Food Night—With God on Our Side 

November 8, 6:30 p.m.,  Peace Sanctuary 

This film takes a hard look at the theology and 
politics of Christian Zionists who view Israel's current 
occupation of the entirety of the Holy Land as part of 
the divine plan to prompt the Second Coming of 
Jesus Christ in the final days, asserting that because 
the Jews are God’s chosen people, they have a 
divine right to the whole land of Israel. Aspects of this 
belief system lead some Christians in the West to 
give uncritical support to all Israeli policies, including 
occupation. This 75 min. film explores how Christians 
can support Israel as a home for Jews as well as 
seeking justice and security for the Palestinian 
people. 

This Film & Food Night is sponsored by Twin 
Ports Peace Not Walls Group. For more information, 
contact Penny Cragun (pcragun@d.umn.edu) or Jim 
Bailey (jimjudybailey@gmail.com or 218-481-7195)  

CHUM Fall Assembly 

November 13 6:30 - 8:15 p.m. 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church 

1710 E. Superior St. 

Theme: Legislative and Gubernatorial Advocacy 
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November Volunteer Schedules 

Monday Meals at  
Dorothy Day House  
(1712 Jefferson) 

Nov. 5 Robin Davidson 

Nov. 12 Tara Hoban 

Nov. 19 Deb Cooper 

Nov. 26 Stephanie Pearson 

Damiano Soup Kitchen 
Sunday November 11 

1:30pm: Christine & Tom Day, 

Judy Siegle, Cindi Butcher, 

Stephanie Pearson 

4:20pm: Gayle & Jack Kelly,  

Betty Greene, Susan Ranfranz, 

Mollie Stapleton Clark 

Nursery 
November 4: Holly Jorde, Lori 

Seele, Laura Greensmith 
(backup) 

November 11: Holly Jorde, 
Cameron Hubley, Nina 
Wilkowske (backup) 

November 18: Eric Holmstrom, 
Judy Johnson, Brandon 
Neblett (backup) 

November 25: 3 volunteers 
needed! 

Coming up — December 

Coordinators: 

Mike & Linda Lundberg, 525-6804 

Susan Kehtel/Amy Galarowicz,  
624-1800 

Lynette Boyko, 728-1815 

Patty Beech-Dziuk, 525-6638 

Deb Cooper, 728-2097 

Linda & Tom Curran, 722-7828 

Christine & Tom Day, 590-0518 

Chris & Ingrid Evavold, 715-399-2796 

Ann & Bob Feyen, 727-0352 

Peter Good & Deanna Notaro, 464-0614 

Tim & Melanie Lundell, 525-4929 

Jeff Olson, 218-929-0778 

Dan & Kelly Peterson, 565-1906 

Tom Wilkowske & Jane Rupel, 491-5033 

Mary Sue Taallerud/John Pokrzywinski,  
525-1973 

Ed & Max Proetz, 728-6542 

Mike Schrage, 343-4206 

Ellen & Amy Shelhon, 310-0110 

Coffee Hour Teams 

November Schedule 
Coordinators: 

Loni Cran-Hovis, 590-9255 

Barb Hanka, 724-6352 

November 4 

9:40am Set-up: Marge Johnson, 

Judy Johnson, Cathy Carlson 

11:20am Serve/Clean-up:  Jen 

Hudyma, Jack & Gayle Kelly, 

Karen & Gary Sheldon 

November 11 

no coffee hour due to the 

Stewardship Luncheon 

November 18 

9:40am Set-up: Beth & Warren 

Post, Peggy Skylondz 

11:20am Serve/Clean-up: Joan 

Severson, Carolyn Harris, Mary 

Wergeland, Cindy Martins, Aryn 

& Darin Bergsven 

November 25 

9:40am Set-up: Laurie Berner, Jim 

Soderberg 

11:20am Serve/Clean-up: Judy & 

Bruce Derauf, volunteers 

needed 

Please bring 3-4 dozen cookies, 

bars, crackers or fruit 

THANKS! 

Sunday November 4 
8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Denise Hamsher 

Ushers: Susan Kehtel, Amy Galarowicz 

10:30 service 

 Lay Leader: Ellyn Wiens 

 Greeters: Alison Wood, Julie Flotten,  

Gary Anderson 

 Ushers: Tim Peters, Jen Pearson,  

Diane & Mike Swanoski 

Sunday November 11 
8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Marilyn Mayry 

Ushers: Gayle & Jack Kelly 

10:30 service 

Lay Leader: Betty Greene 

Greeters: Elsie Cook, Judy Derauf,  

volunteer needed 

Ushers: Tim Peters, Tom & Christine Day, 

Judy Siegle 

Sunday November 18 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Bill Simpson 

Ushers: Susan Streitz, Marge Anderson 

10:30 service 

Lay Leader: Laurie Berner 

Greeters: Cindy Macaulay, Judy Siegle,  

Ellen Shelhon 

 Ushers: Tim Peters, Julie MacKenzie, John Moeller, 

 volunteer needed 

Sunday November 25 

8:30 service: Taizé service—no Ushers, no Lay Leader 

10:30 service 

 Lay Leader: Gary Boelhower 

 Greeters: Angie Miller, 2 volunteers needed 

 Ushers: Tim Peters, Robin Davidson,  

 2 volunteers needed 
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Peace United Church of Christ 
1111 North 11th Avenue East 
Duluth, MN 55805 
 
(218) 724-3637 
www.peaceucc.org 
E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 

 

Non-profit  
Organization 
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Duluth, MN 

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF    
Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Ministries:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Kelli Farell 

Visitation:  Cheryl Walsh 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation: Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, and Rev. John Szarke 

  

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY—9am-3pm, PHONE:  218-724-3637 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Kathy:  knelson@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org  

Jim: jim@peaceucc.org  Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org   Kelli: kelli@peaceucc.org 

    Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org    Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 

Tim Peters: tim.peters@peaceucc.org 
  

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events, please email the office. 

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


