
  

 

MARCH 2019 

Ash Wednesday Service 
Wednesday, March 6 at 7pm 

Join us as we mark the beginning of Lent with 
ashes and the sharing of Communion. Each year we 
consider what holds us back on our Journey of Faith, 
and during the service we write down something we 
need to let go of. These slips of paper are burned, 
and we are marked with ashes as a sign of our 
confession. We listen to God’s call to us in Matthew 
and are fed at Christ’s table. Forgiven and fed, we 
can continue the journey of Lent, holding on to the 
hope of the resurrection.  

Lenten Vespers – 7:00 pm 
Wednesdays beginning March 13 

Prayers Around the Cross will be held each 

Wednesday during Lent in the Sanctuary. This 

meditative worship includes quiet singing, silence, 

prayer and the lighting of candles. Take time each 

week for worship as we journey toward Easter. This 

service will begin on March 13 and continue each 

Wednesday until Easter.  

Women’s Retreat 
Woven Together 

Friday, April 26 – 
Saturday, April 27 

We will once again have 
our women’s retreat at 
Clearwater Forest Camp in 
Deerwood. We start with 
dinner on Friday night and 
go through Saturday 
afternoon. Cost is $45 with 
scholarships available. Sign 
up at church or call the office 
at 218-724-3637. 

Ann Carlander, an artist 
and weaver, will help us 
create on her amazing 
looms. We will talk about the 
way God our weaver has 
helped us in the creation of 
our lives. Let Pastor Kathy 
know if you’d like to help 
with planning the retreat.   

Annual March Potluck! 
Sunday, March 17 

Come join us in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 
March 17, after the 10:30 service for our annual 
“Birthday Potluck”. Please bring a hot dish, 
salad, or side dish to share. Cake and 
beverages will be provided. If you want to 
celebrate St. Patrick's or St. Urho's Day you 
can certainly be creative with your dish, but all 
contributions are appreciated. 

Financial Peace University 
Wednesday evenings, 6-7:30pm 

March 13–May 15 
Beth Kinney of our congregation has graciously 

offered to facilitate a class based on the work of 
David Ramsey, “The Total Money Makeover.” This  
9-week class, on DVD and in person, will cover how 
to begin paying down debt and be better stewards of 
God’s gracious gifts. 

  This class is for everyone, no matter how little or 
how much you earn. Beth will share her family's 
journey with money and how Financial Peace 
works in their lives. Cost is $130 per family, 
which covers the price of materials. 
Scholarships are available. Classes will run 
March 13 to May 15 (taking a break for school 
spring recess on April 10) on Wednesday 
evenings, from 6-7:30pm in the East Timor 
Room. Free childcare provided. Sign up at 
church or by calling the office (218-724-3637). 

Winter Camp 
2019 

Plan to join us 
next year! 
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From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 

The day before Denise Hamsher—a long-time member of our 
congregation—died, I gathered with her and her husband Dennis, and their 
three children Chris, Becky, and Lara. Denise wanted to plan her memorial 
service with her family. It was such sacred time together. When I asked her 
what scriptures she wanted, she immediately said Micah 6:8, “And what does 
the Lord require of you? To do justice and love kindness and walk humbly 
with your God.” Of course, this passage of scripture was so fitting for her.  
It was the passage that was the guide for her walk in faith. The day before 
the mid-term elections she posted on her facebook page Vote Tomorrow with 
these words, which are an interpretive translation of Talmudic texts: "Do not 
be daunted by the enormity of the world's grief. Do justly, now. Love mercy, 
now. Walk humbly, now. You are not obligated to complete the work, but 
neither are you free to abandon it." 

Do justice. Do—that was Denise. She did. I think in many ways we all sort 
of forgot that she had cancer, and it certainly never defined her because she 
kept doing. Most often doing for others, doing justice work: serving on the board of the United Way, serving our 
congregation in many ways—two times as our moderator, part of the search committee that called me as pastor 
28 years ago, and currently on both our Human Resources committee and our Stewardship team. She always 
guided us so well with her wisdom. She could speak out in ways that allowed for dialogue, always respectful in 
her conversations, even the difficult ones.  

Love kindness. Some folks from church gathered on the Sunday after her death to tell “Denise stories” and to 
support one another. There were many wonderful stories, but I think Linda Goese summed it up best with this 
quote, “Kindness comes in many forms but always from the heart.” Denise showed her love, her kindness, in so 
many ways: dishing up love and serving it at her table—so many meals lovingly prepared and shared with her 
family and others. She was often found in our church kitchen, even this fall—helping as long as she had a stool 
to sit on. She was famous for her pies—the family’s favorite cherry pie, and rhubarb pies for the Chum Rhubarb 
Fest. In December she made special desserts for our staff Christmas party. There was so much kindness shown 
in food shared—not so different from our faith in the one who took bread and fish and shared it with a caravan of 
5,000, shared a cup and loaf with his friends just before his death, and then—even when risen—made breakfast 
on the beach. At that breakfast Christ asked his disciples, do you love me? Then feed my sheep. The sharing of 
food is a primary way we live our faith. 

Walk humbly. Denise had an amazing partner in her husband, Dennis. They were friends at first. She wrote 
to him while he was serving overseas in the military. They had much in common, both growing up in military 
families. When Dennis returned home they reconnected and friendship became so much more. They were 
married at the chapel at the base and had coffee and cake afterward. She was only 21 when they married, but 
their partnership was solid. 

When Chris and Becky were still very young she put herself through school at UMD, and after graduation she 
got a job with Enbridge. It was a good job, and she moved up the ranks. She was a trailblazer in so many 
ways—breaking the glass ceiling for other women to follow. But she remained humble. As we gathered that last 
day, she said what she was most proud of was the way she was able to hire good people and mentor them. She 
loved encouraging growth in others. 

My husband Tim and I are blessed to be sailboat partners with Denise and Dennis. It’s an old boat but still in 
good shape—thanks to Dennis, who is meticulous in his care of the boat. When we sail together it is no surprise 
that Denise likes to be captain and none of us mind. Sailing is a good metaphor for life—the wind at times 
doesn’t take you exactly where or how you want to go, and so you learn to adjust your sails. The diagnosis of 
metastatic breast cancer in the weeks following her retirement wasn’t part of the plan, but Denise adjusted her 
sails. She continued to do—to do justice and love kindness. She lived with a fearless passion, gratitude, and 
courage, walking humbly with her God. 

Dr. Cross, her oncologist, called her the afternoon we were planning her memorial service. She took the call 
while we were all there. She thanked him for all he had done for her and for the last 5 years. As she said, “Three 
weddings and six grandchildren—not too shabby, not too shabby at all.” And then she said, “Well, I guess this is 
goodbye.” This is our goodbye. The word goodbye comes from “God be with you.” The God who gave us the 
great gift of Denise, who walked with her throughout her life, is with her still. Denise trusted that God would be 
with her on the other side of this life. She gave herself gently to the mystery, trusting in the love of the one who 
had walked with her already through so much. And now it is our turn to do. Maybe not as much as Denise, but to 
do as much as we can for the mending and feeding of this world. As Denise posted, "Do not be daunted by the 
enormity of the world's grief. Do justly, now. Love mercy, now. Walk humbly, now. You are not obligated to 
complete the work, but neither are you free to abandon it."  

Sail well dear friend, someday we shall see you again on that far horizon. Peace, friends ~ Pastor Kathy 

Denise with the quilt made for Pastor 
Kathy on her 25th anniversary at 

Peace Church. 
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Sundays in March 

We continue to have two services on Sunday mornings, at 8:30am and 10:30am.  

At our 8:30 service, we share communion every Sunday. At our 10:30 service, we share communion the first 

Sunday of the month. The sermon and children’s time at both services is the same except for the fourth  

Sunday of each month when our 8:30 service is a Taizé Service (prayer, song, scripture, and meditation).  

Adult Forums  
Sunday mornings at 9:30am in the Fireside Room 

Our theme this year is “Belonging to Hope” 

Sunday, March 3 – Long Range Planning Retreat follow-up. Join us 
as we look at the results of the survey and interview and talk more about 
our vision and plans for Peace Church.  

Sundays, March 10 & 17 – Ann Harrington will guide us in a 
conversation about Nonviolent Communication. This spring we'll be 
leading up to a celebration of our decision 30 years ago to become 
a Just Peace Church (look for more details soon!), and our adult forums 
will focus on all kinds of peace making.  Ann Harrington will be leading 
short "taster" workshops on nonviolent communication. Come hear 
about some practical ways of communicating that are in line with our 
practice of peace making and learn how you can go deeper with living 
into nonviolence. 

Sundays, March 24, 31, & April 7 – Restorative Justice: Justice that 
Delivers Life. Sessions will be led by Ted Lewis, local restorative justice 
specialist and trainer. Each session will feature a 20-minute segment 
from the film HEALING JUSTICE. This film explains how our current 
criminal justice system is broken, how it promotes racial disparity, and 
how restorative justice offers an alternative that dignifies offenders with 
meaningful accountability and truly meets the needs of these victims. In 
each session, Ted will introduce restorative justice concepts with the 
help of biblical narratives. After each film segment, group discussion will 
allow for time in which participants may apply the themes to their own 
experiences and in their local communities.

Sundays in March 

Sunday, March 3 
Transfiguration Sunday 
Scripture: Exodus 34:29–35 and 
Luke 9:28–36 

Sermon: “Astounding Glory” 

Communion will be shared at both 
services. Music by Frank Munns at 
8:30, and by the Peace Band and 
our choir at the 10:30 service. 

Sunday, March 10 
First Sunday of Lent 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 26:1–11 
and Luke 4:1–13 

Sermon: “Wilderness Companions” 

Music by both the children’s and 
adult choirs. 

Sunday, March 17 
Second Sunday of Lent 

Scripture: Psalm 27 and  
Luke 13:31–35 

Sermon: “Strong and Tender” 

Music at 8:30 by flautist Mary 
Parks, oboist Darci Gamerl, and 
Brad Bombardier on bassoon. 
Music at 10:30 by “Hey, It’s Leon”. 
All are invited to our Annual Potluck 
following the 10:30 worship service. 

Sunday, March 24 
Third Sunday of Lent 
Scripture: Isaiah 55:1–9 and  
Luke 13:1–9 

Sermon: “Open Invitation”  

Taizé service at 8:30am. Music at 
10:30 by Darin Bergsven. 

Sunday, March 31 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Scripture: Joshua 5:9–12, Psalm 32 
and Luke 15:1–3 & 11–32 

Sermon: “Embracing Love” 

We will receive our offering for  
One Great Hour of Sharing.  
Special Music by Autumn Santovi. 

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 
Sunday, March 31 

More Than We Can Imagine... 

We sometimes think that “imagination” means something escapist or 
illusory. Yet, imagination is not unreal or fake. No, it is essential to God’s 
hope for creation. Hear how the Apostle Paul put it: “Now to him who by 
the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more 
than all we can ask or imagine….” (Ephesians 3:20-21). And God 
imagines a world where all are safe, all are loved, all are fed. 

You see, when we use our imaginations in the way that God does, we 
can begin to envision—and work for—a world where no child goes unfed, 
un-housed, or unloved; where no one ever fears abuse or violence; 
where clean water is not a dream but a reality for all; where small 
farmers do their work with dignity and are paid a fair wage for their 
labors; where agricultural practices enrich and renew the land rather than 
deplete it; where survivors of natural disasters have the resources they 
need, now and for years to come; where vulnerable immigrants are 
welcomed in Christ’s name. 

Can YOU imagine these things? Through your gifts to One Great Hour of 
Sharing, what we can imagine becomes a reality for more and more people. 
Please give generously! “More Than You Can Imagine...” 

Healing Prayer – Sunday, March 31. Share a prayer of concern with a caring person and receive a blessing.  
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Opportunities for Education and Reflection  

The Sunday Special 
Sundays, March 10 & 24 at 11:30am  

Music Room (3/10), Fireside Room (3/24) 
A spiritual and social support group for individuals, 
families, caregivers, and workers who live and work 

with disabilities and special needs. 

March 10: The Brain by Susan Larson Kidd 

March 24: Mental Health by Bob Sullivan 

Grab some coffee and join us!! 

"Start by doing what's necessary; then do what's 
possible; and suddenly you are doing the 
impossible." (St. Francis of Assisi) 

THINK SPRING!!!   Amy Sullivan & Penny Cragun  

Lenox Women’s 
Spiritual Life 

Group 
Monday, March 18 

at noon 
Lenox Place,  

701 W. Superior St.  
Apt. 710  

All women are invited 
to join us at the 
Lenox Building 
(across from the 

Duluth downtown library). Loni Cran‐Hovis prepares a 
delicious lunch and participants share and reflect on life 
issues of grief, forgiveness, change, and transitions. 
Women strive to connect with their own inner peace. If 
you have questions or need a ride, please call Cheryl 
Walsh (218-343-8903) or Pastor Kathy (724-3637).  

Monday Women’s Book Group  
March 4 & 18 at 6:30pm  
in the Fireside Room 

The Monday evening book group will continue to 
read Becoming by Michelle Obama. March 4 and 18 
will be devoted to discussing the middle section, 
“Becoming Us” (Ch. 9-16). Then on April 1, we will 
finish with the third section, “Becoming More”  
(Ch. 13-end). Please feel free to join us for this great 
read. All women are welcome!  

Peace Grief Support Group 
Sunday, March 17 at 11:30am  

in the Chapel 
Facilitated by Chaplains Deborah Cooper & Gudrun Witrak 

“Like stars, 

 long after their deaths, 

 their light still finds me.” 

Please join us downstairs in the Chapel, following the 
10:30 service, on the third Sunday of the month. 
Questions? Call Deborah (218-728-2097). 

Beloved Community 
Sunday, March 3 at 3pm  
in the Fireside Room 

We invite you to join us on the first Sunday of each 
month from 3:00-4:30pm as we gather for a time to 
center ourselves in music, story, prayer and language 
that is inclusive to all, remembering our connection to 
one another and to all that is, a place to come 
together to connect with one another through and 
with the Divine. In this special time we share a place 
of centering and renewal, a place of quiet and of 
sharing, and at a table where all are equally a part of 
the story. The place where there is no “other”. With 
your help, we will build this place together.  

March Lenten Practice:  
Digging Deeper into Racial Justice  
Mondays March 18-April 22 at 6pm 

Are you a person who values racial justice?  Are 
you looking for a practice that helps you live more 
deeply into Beloved Community with the flexibility to  
fit into your schedule?  Starting on March 18, you are 
invited into a 28-day Lenten practice of deep reflection 
around racial justice.   

Open to all and designed for those who hold white 
privilege (including folks who identify as multiracial), 
Nathan Holst will be leading the practice over 5 weeks 
using the amazing resource “me and white supremacy 
workbook” by Layla f. Saad, through both individual 
reflection and group gatherings. As Layla says, this is 
important work “if you are a person that believes in 
love, justice, integrity, and equity for all people… 
I believe that the work doesn’t start ‘out there’.  It 
begins ‘in here.’” For those who want to work 
together, there will be an initial soup dinner 
gathering to start our work on Monday, March 18, 
at 6:00pm at Peace Church. We will continue to 
meet Monday evenings at 6:00pm over video chat 
until a final dinner on Monday, April 22. For more 
details on being a part of the group, you can contact 
Nathan at nathan@peaceucc.org.  You can also do 
the work on your own by going to the website https://
www.meandwhitesupremacybook.com/ and fully 
reading and following the instructions. 

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
Wednesday, March 27  

at noon in the Fireside Room 
(the fourth Wednesday of the month) 

Bring your own lunch and share conversation and 
devotions with Pastor Kathy. This month we will talk 
about the events of Holy Week. All women are 
welcome.  

mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
https://www.meandwhitesupremacybook.com/
https://www.meandwhitesupremacybook.com/
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Groups, Gatherings, and Opportunities to Serve 

Advance Care Directive Workshop   
Sunday, March 10 at 11:30am 

Come to the office conference room and meet 

with a representative from the Health and Wellness 

Team for information and help to complete your 

Advance Care Directive. Info and materials will be 

provided—you can complete your Directive at the 

workshop or take it home to complete.  This 

workshop will also be held on April 14. 

Third Tuesday Podcast Lunch 
Tuesday, March 26 at noon  
in the Conference Room 

This month’s “On Being” Podcast is  
Richard Davidson 

“A Neuroscientist on Love and Learning” 

Neuroscientist Richard Davidson is one of the 
central people who’s helped us begin to see inside 
our brains. His work has illuminated the rich interplay 
between things we saw as separate not that long 
ago: body, mind, spirit, emotion, behavior, and 
genetics. Richard is applying what he’s learning 
about imparting qualities of character — like 
kindness and practical love — in lives and in 
classrooms. This live conversation was recorded at 
the Orange County Department of Education in 
Costa Mesa, California. 

All are welcome, and sandwiches are provided, 
thanks to Nancy Carlson, who is also the inspiration 
behind and facilitator of this group.  

Please note this is a week later  
than our regular date! 

Peace Church Meals  
at CHUM Drop-in Center  

Wednesday Breakfast  
March 13 & 27 at 9am 

Join this fun group and help to fix a breakfast for the 
folks at the Chum Drop-in Center  
(located at 1st Ave West and 2nd Street). 

Thursday Dinner—March 21 

Help and donations for the dinner are always 
welcome! Let us know if you’d like to be on the email list 
to provide food and/or help serve. Call the church office 
at 218-724-3637. 

PALS (Peace Adults Learning and Socializing) 

March 21 at 5:30pm 

Duluth Coffee Company 
105 East Superior Street 

In 2012, Eric Faust began roasting coffee in the heart 
of downtown Duluth with a small 3-kilo roaster. Since 
then he has progressed to a large 12-kilo roaster, 
roasting coffee every day of the week. 

Eric works closely with coffee bean farmers and 
coffee cooperatives, with recent trips to Colombia, 
Costa Rica, 
Guatemala and 
Mexico. The mission 
of Duluth Coffee 
Company is to 
source, roast and 
craft coffee with 
integrity and 
intentionality. We 
strive to evolve the community of coffee through 
accessibility and education. Coffee is our vessel for 
improving the lives of everyone from origin to cup. 

Eric will give us a tour of Duluth Coffee, educate us 
about coffee and recount stories from his visits with 
South American farmers. 

Please RSVP to Cindy McLean 
webinthewoods@gmail.com.  We will share dinner at 
a downtown establishment.  Details to follow later. 

Future PALS Events: 

April 25 - Viking ships, Nordland boats, Wool sails 

May 16 - Walking tour - details pending  

June 27 - Tailgate party and baseball game 

Men’s Breakfast 
March 7 & 21, 7am, New London Cafe  

Come to eat and converse at the New London 
Café, 4721 East Superior Street. We meet every 
other Thursday. All men are invited to attend. 

Making Meaning Out of Malignancy 
Monday, March 25, 5:30 pm 

A time for people who have or have had cancer and 
their caretakers to gather together to support one 
another. This month Gudrun Witrak will share about 
healing touch. Pastor Kathy will make soup for all. 
Everyone Welcome!  

Jordan 
and 
Teresa 
Moses 
with 
Blackbird 
Revolt 
(creative 
designs)
at a 
recent 
Adult 
Forum. 

mailto:webinthewoods@gmail.com
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First Year Confirmation—9th Graders 
The First Year Confirmation Class meets on the  
first and third Wednesdays of each month from  
7–8:15pm in the Fireside Room.  

March 6 – Ash Wednesday Service at 7pm 

March 20 – Gospel of Mark, Chapters 7 and 8 

Second Year Confirmation—10th Graders 
The Second Year Confirmation Class meets on the 
second and fourth Wednesdays of each month from  
7–8:15pm in the Fireside Room.  

March 13 – Spirit Creations Due; Discussion on the 
Church 

March 27 – This Local Congregation 

Looking Ahead: Friday, May 3  
Required Confirmation Retreat. 
We will leave from Church at 4 pm and drive to Camp 
Amnicon to talk through confirmation decisions and 
plan for Confirmation Sunday (May 19). We will be 
done before noon on Saturday. 

See page 9 for info on Urban Immersion Weekend in 
Minneapolis and Summer Work Camp in Denver. 

Wednesday Activities 

Wednesday Activity Schedule  

4:45-5:30: Kids’ Choir / Kids’ Yoga (see schedule) 
5pm: Centering Prayer in Chapel (4:30 Info) 

5:30-6pm: Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 

6-7pm: Bible Study in the Fireside Room 

6-7:15pm: Kids’ Club in the  
Lakeview Classroom (2nd-5th graders) 

6-7:30pm: Middle School Youth Group  
in the New Youth Room 

6:15pm: Adult Choir in the Music Room 

7-8:15pm: Confirmation in the Fireside Room 

Childcare is provided in the Nursery from 6 to 7:30pm. 

Centering Prayer in Chapel 
Wednesdays 5-5:30pm (4:30 info session) 
Centering Prayer is a modern Christian 

contemplative prayer practice, or a method of 
meditation. All the major faith traditions have 
recognized and placed a high value on the 
transforming power of meditation. Its purpose is to 
learn to open ourselves to God’s extraordinary love in 
ordinary, daily life. All are welcome to join in this time 
of quiet meditation. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
6pm in the Fireside Room 

Join Pastor Kathy and Rev. Bob Stevens on 
Wednesday evenings, reading the Gospel lesson for 
the coming Sunday using the Lectio Divina method. 
Lectio Divina is listening for the still, small voice of 
God that speaks to us. No prior biblical knowledge 
needed! We close with prayer, each praying for the 
person on his or her right. Join us as we practice this 
ancient and yet very relevant method of Bible study. 

Wednesday Dinner Menu 
We can always use help for prep at 4pm, and for 

clean-up after the meal. Let us know if you can help! 

March 6:  Tomato Soup with Grilled Cheese 

March 13:  Beef Barley and Vegetable Barley Soup 

March 20:  Garlicky White Bean with 
Chicken Soup 

March 27:  Papa Murphy’s Pizza 

Kid’s Club for 2nd-5th graders! 
6:00pm to 7:15pm Wednesdays 

Lakeview Classroom 
Join Children’s Ministry Coordinator Kelli after 
Wednesday dinner to find how our faith works in our 
lives. We’ll be playing games, making crafts, having 
book club, and playing Legos…all while making new 
friends!  

March 6:    Book Club 

March 13:  Crafts 

March 20:  Legos 

March 27:  Games 

6-7:30pm—Kids 1st grade and under are welcome in 
the nursery with Childcare staff, Meghan, where they 
may play board games, Legos, or enjoy free play. 

Kids’ Choir and Yoga Schedule 
Kids’ Choir meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 

from 4:45-5:30pm in the Sanctuary (March 6 & 20). 
Kids sing for the 10:30 worship service on the second 
Sunday of the month (March 10). If you have any 
questions, please contact Susan Larson Kidd at 
susan.larsonkidd@drslk.com or (218) 722-7972 or 
Kelli Farell at church, 724-3637, or 
kelli@peaceucc.org.  

Kids’ Yoga meets on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 
from 4:45-5:30pm in the front of the Sanctuary 
(March 13 & 27). Please bring a yoga mat or towel 
and wear comfy clothing. If you have any questions, 
contact Elise Courtright at (218) 428-3881 or 
courtrightelise@gmail.com or Kelli Farell (see above). 

Vegetarian and 
Gluten Free 

options always 
available 
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 Nathan’s Column        Youth Group 

   This month, I’m pleased to 
dedicate my column to sharing 
about the Peace Spiritual 
Journey Team’s initial themes 
from our listening sessions the 
past couple months.  The team 
did 29 different listening sessions 

from a cross-section of our congregation to get a better sense 
of how our people express their faith and what some of our 
spiritual needs and longings are.  We plan to continue our work 
in the congregation and will be sharing more in the future, but 
for now we wanted to share what we learned so far.  If this 
sparks your curiosity, feel free to reach out to me or our office 
staff for more conversation with the team.   
Here are the themes: 

1. All of the respondents are seriously involved in their own 
spiritual journeys. They are intentional and reflective about 
trying to live an authentic life connected to the divine or 
Jesus and the values of community and justice. 

2. A large majority of the participants talked about the 
importance of community, belonging, inclusivity, and 
welcome that Peace Church has created. Authentic 
relationships and a sense of acceptance and safety were 
central dimensions of what the people interviewed 
appreciated at Peace. 

3. While there is a large diversity in how our congregation 
expresses or practices faith, prayer is by far the most 
common practice.   

4. A large majority of the participants indicated that they 
appreciated the diverse musical expressions at Peace. 
Their prayer and reflection is enhanced by the quality and 
diversity of the music. Many use music as an instrument of 
prayer and reflection in their personal life. 

5. A large majority of those interviewed valued Peace 
Church’s emphasis on social justice—seeing it as a core 
part of who we are and the reason many came to Peace in 
the first place. Many named the importance of sermons in 
helping them understand justice more fully and 
appreciated the ways in which Peace Church staff and 
congregants are involved in various social justice 
ministries. Many expressed gratitude for the weekly 
reminders and connections to opportunities to do the 
works of justice.   

6. We have a pretty even spectrum describing when our 
people have God-focused conversations—from “never” to 
“sometimes” to “always”.   

7. Lots of people expressed gratitude for programming for 
youth and children, and there are a lot of ideas for building 
on what we already do in our programs. 

8. One of the themes that was a surprise to the team is the 
desire for more education about other faith traditions and 
inter-religious dialogue.  A desire for more 
intergenerational conversations also came up often.   

9. Most people said this is not a conversation they normally 
have, but appreciated it and have a desire for more 
opportunities.  

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in” 

 ~Lenard Cohen 

March Youth Group  
Wednesdays 6-7:30pm  

March is rolling in and that means 
another great month of youth group!  We’ll be 
continuing to explore what it means to be a 
peace maker, and we’ll also start Lent.  That 
means prayer around the cross is back—and 
we’ll have a quiet time of singing and prayer 
in the Sanctuary every youth group from  
7:00-7:15pm (parents welcome!).  Don’t miss 
this great space of connection and fun—join 
us on Wednesday nights from 6pm-7:30pm 
in the New Youth Room (downstairs at the 
end of the Fellowship Hall) for some 
awesome times!   

(Fund) Raise Up The Youth! 
We know our people love and value our youth 
here at Peace, and we want to let you know 
about an important opportunity in mid-March to 
support them. That's right, we're putting the 
"fun" back in fundraiser and giving everyone a 
chance to help send our kids to Denver for the 
annual summer work camp trip. For many of 
our youth, this trip is an important experience 
of beloved community that can shape their 
faith and view of justice for years to come. It's 
no small thing to rent a bus to get us there, so 
this year we are putting up a "giving tree" in the 
narthex to invite you to help. It's simple—find a 
"leaf" with a dollar amount that works for you 
(from $1 to $150) and then bring that amount 
to the office to donate to the youth fund. If 
everyone takes a leaf, we'll have enough to get 
us to Denver. Keep your eyes and ears open. 
It's coming soon! 

Winter Camp  
at Wolf Ridge 
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Nursery Volunteers  
REALLY Needed! 

If you enjoy kids, consider 
volunteering from 10:30-11:30 in 
the Peace Nurseries on Sunday 
mornings. Although a staff person 
is present, we need extra adults to 
interact with the kiddos, reading 
stories, coloring, playing toys, 
games, puzzles, etc. Help the kids 
of Peace feel important, welcome, 
and loved! It’s also a great way 
for us to support our many 
young families we are so 
fortunate to have here at Peace 
Church. Please contact Kelli 
Farell if you are willing to be part 
of the nursery team! 
Kelli@peaceucc.org  

Parenting Coffee  
and Conversation  

Sunday, March 3 at 9:50am  
Please join us in the 

Conference Room when the 

Sunday School opening is over. 

This conversation is open to any 

adults in a current or former 

parenting role. Parenting 

Conversations take place on the 

first Sunday of each month.  

Next month: April 7. 

Sunday School 
March Affirmations 

March 3: I act with inner peace 
and fairness in all I do.  

March 10, 17, 24: I love and take 
care of my earth home.  

March 31:   will always look for 
ways to learn and be loving to 
others.  

Hey Kids!  
Come to Sunday School!  
Join us for singing, stories, 

crafts, games and friends at 9:30 
on Sunday mornings in the 
sanctuary. Ages 3 and up are 
welcome; come any Sundays you 
can! We separate by age after the 
opening in the sanctuary. Classes 
end at 10:25 a.m. Parents can pick 
their kids up in the classrooms. 

Kelli’s Column / Sunday School News 

If you’ve ever stayed for coffee hour after the 10:30 worship service, 
you probably noticed the gaggle of giggling children running at the end of 
the Fellowship Hall, playing tag or some other interactive game.  From 
the barely walking, diaper-clad toddlers to the taller, gangly, almost-
middle schoolers, the kids are pulled away from the tables and structure 
by some unseen magnetic force of childhood; they gleefully gather in this 
empty space and within moments are running, playing, and chasing like 
the best of friends.  

No one needs to announce they will meet there.  No one posts a 
meeting time in the Peace Bell.  No one reserves the space or plans the 
game.   

They just gather.  They run.  They laugh.  They build friendships. 

The same thing happens at other times; kids explore, hang out in the 
youth room, or search for leftover cookies.  They enjoy being away from 
adults and just being together. 

“So long as it's not destructive…kids generally love being left to their 
own devices,” writes Lisa Brown on buildingfaith.org.  In a world where 
kids are having so little unstructured time, it’s almost a gift to let them 
find their own things to do.  Church is a place where parents can ideally 
relax a bit and let kids’ friendships blossom. 

Brown continues, “I love that young people are in church, not for a 
specified purpose, but just to “be.” Just to hang out. Just to be bored. 
Just to poke around. Just to get to know one another and be bored 
together. They form relationships, they form their own community.” 

That same phenomenon is a key component of Winter Family Camp 
at Wolf Ridge.  In addition to the richness of opportunity and 
programming, each individual family shifts into a village of many parents 
watching out for many kids.  All of those caring, loving adults form a 
fence, wherein kids are free to roam about, get creative, and build 
relationships.  Relaxing your guard for a whole weekend is akin to a 
weekend long “coffee time.” 

While I definitely love seeing kids participate in our children’s 
programming, I also love seeing kids simply “be” at Peace.  For in this 
place, our kids are exposed to others with similar values at the core of 
their families.  As Brown states, “At church, kids won’t just learn about 
God in a book, they will experience God in relationships and in 

community. They will know how it feels to 
seek and serve Christ in others; and they 
will feel the light of Christ in their own heart.” 

Chickadee Landing  
at Winter Camp 
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More Info and Opportunities! 

Two Service Learning Opportunities  
for Our Senior High Youth 

Urban Immersion in Minneapolis 
Friday, March 15 – Sunday, March 17  

Confirmands and other high school youth are invited 
to join Nathan and Pastor Kathy and other adults for a 
weekend retreat through the Minneapolis Council of 
Churches. This is a great experience of service learning 
in various social service agencies in Minneapolis. The 
cost is $100 with scholarships available.  

A typical retreat 
includes:   
An interactive 
exercise about the 
survival choices 
homeless and 
working-poor 
families must make 
each month. 

Learning what 
roles self-worth, 

chemical dependency, racism, the economy and 
domestic violence play in poverty and what is being 
done to break the cycle. 

Volunteering in Twin Cities homeless shelters, 
domestic violence centers, food shelves and with 
other social service programs. 

Peace Church Library 

Summer Work Camp with DOOR  
in Denver, Colorado, July 27 – August 3 

Work Camp Meeting on March 10  
$100 deposit due by March 10 meeting 

Sign up by March 1st 
Cost is $400, with $100 deposit to hold your spot. 

Scholarships are available 

Discover is DOOR's short term mission trip/service
-learning program that includes time for service, 
learning, and reflection. 

Discover groups work out of the Lincoln/La Alma 
neighborhood, a working class neighborhood filled with 

schools, street art/murals, and an 
arts district. Although this 
neighborhood is thriving in many 
ways, it is not immune to the 
issues of poverty, police brutality, 
and low performing schools. 
DOOR invites us to celebrate the 
assets of their city, gain a broader 
perspective on the roots of 
issues, and grow a passion to 
make change and bring heaven to 
earth, through love and justice. 

Acting for Justice – Dismantling Racism 

Film: “The Hate You Give” 

7:00pm on Friday, March 8 
The Dismantling Racism Team will host a 

viewing of the movie “The Hate U Give”. It will be 
shown either in the Fireside Room or the 
Sanctuary, depending on how many people attend. 
Refreshments will be served by the Dismantling 
Racism Team. An extra connection is that March 8 
is International Women's Day.  

Synopsis: Starr Carter is constantly switching 
between two worlds: the poor, mostly black, 
neighborhood where she lives and the rich, mostly 
white, prep school she attends. The uneasy 
balance between these worlds is shattered when 
Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood 
best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. 
Now, facing pressure from all sides of the 
community, Starr must find her voice and stand up 
for what's right. 

New adult books: 

The Allure of Gentleness : Defending the Faith in 
the Manner of Jesus by Dallas Willard 

How the Irish Saved Civilization : The Untold Story 
of Ireland’s Heroic Role from the Fall of Rome to 
the Rise of Medieval Europe by Thomas Cahill 

Paris to the Moon by Adam Gopnik 

Patterns of Polity : Varieties of Church Governance  
 by Edward LeRoy Long, Jr. 

Breaks by Alice Marks 

Becoming by Michelle Obama 

New children's books: 

Mallory on Strike by Ann M. Martin 

Holes by Louis Sachar 

Clifford the Small Red Puppy by Norman Birdwell 

Panda Bear, Panda Bear, What Do You See  
by Bill Martin 

Llama Llama Mad at Mama by Anna Dewdney 

Momma, Will You? by Dori Chaconas 

Urban Immersion 2018 

Check it out! 

Work Camp 
2018 

Soma Yoga Class Mondays, 9:00‐10:15am 
in the Fireside Room 

This class is suited for all levels of ability. Thanks 
to Robin Davidson, physical therapist and certified 
yoga instructor, who teaches the class. A free‐will 
offering to Peace Church of $3.00 per class is 

suggested. Questions? Call Robin at 218‐728‐0237 
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April Peace Bell 
Articles are due 

Monday March 18  

Team and Committee 
Meetings 

Children’s Ministry Team:  
Tuesday March 5 
5:30pm in the Conference Room 

Stewardship Team:  
Thursday March 7 
5:30pm in the Conference Room 

Acting for Justice Hub:  
Sunday March 10 
11:30am in the Fireside Room 

Worship & Arts Committee:  
Tuesday March 12 
5:30pm in the Sanctuary 

History Team:  
Wednesday March 13 
10am-12pm in the Heritage Room 

Shared Ministry Team:  
Wednesday March 13 
4:30pm in the Conference Room 

Property Team: 
Wednesday March 13 
6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Food & Fellowship Team:  
Wednesday March 13 
6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Finance Team:  
Wednesday March 13 
6pm in the Conference Room 

Dismantling Racism Team:  
Thursday March 14 
3:30pm in the Conference Room 

Health and Wellness Team:  
Sunday March 17 
11:30am in Conference Room 

Adult Ed Team:  
No March meeting 
Tuesday April 9  
3:30pm in the Conference Room 

Moderator’s Report and Welcome New Members! 

Coordinating Council will 
meet Tuesday,  

March 19 at 7:00pm in the 
Conference Room  

A big thank you to everyone who filled out the Congregational Vitality 
Survey. It provided important information for the Long-Range Planning 
Retreat on February 16. Just over 30 council members, committee 
heads and other church leaders met from 9am to 3pm to begin to 
envision our way forward for the next three years as Peace United 
Church of Christ in Duluth.  

We focused on identifying the major areas of work that we need to 
prioritize. Here are some of our initial themes: 1. Integrated Faith in 
Church, Home, Community; 2. Leadership Transitions; 3. Stewardship to 
Meet Our Needs; 4. Technology Utilization for Data and Engagement;  
5. Caring Community Building; 6. Justice-Focused Congregation.  
A Long-Range Planning Committee will draft initial gleanings from the 
retreat and the Council and its various committees will be working over 
the next four months to develop strategies and goals. We welcome your 
input; don’t hesitate to contact any of the Council members, and please 
attend the March 3r

d
 Adult Forum. Feel free to call me at 218-724-4985 

or email gboelhower@msn.com  

Gary Boelhower, Peace Church Moderator 

Welcome to New Members 
On February 17 we received Mary Parks, JT Haines, and Maria Corradi 
into membership at Peace Church. Here’s a little info about each of 

them. Let’s all give them a big welcome! 

Mary Parks 

Family Members (including pets): Husband, Scott 
Brennan; son, Jack Brennan; black lab, Mona Lisa. 

What is your vocation? Physician Credentialer at 
Essentia.  

What are your hobbies/passions? Yoga, knitting, 
gardening, baking, Lake Superior, skiing, hiking. 

What is an obscure fact about yourself that others 
may not know but would enjoy? I am learning 
to play the ukulele. 

JT Haines and Maria Corradi 

Family Members (including pets): Maria: 
Mom, Lynn; Dad, Terry; sister, Julie, brother, 
Zach. JT: Dad, Thom; Mom, Diane; brother, 
Tommy; sister, Megan; Dog, Quincy the Q. 

What is your vocation? Maria: Operations 
Manager at Northern Communities CU. JT: 
Attorney and Organizer. 

What are your hobbies/passions? Maria: 
Anything to get me outside and be active—
running, hiking, skating, biking, etc. Active in various 5Ks and half-
marathons. Member of AAUW-Duluth. Love reading and curling up with 
a good book, and spending time with family and friends. JT: Hockey, 
filmmaking, natural resource advocacy. 

What brought you to Peace?  Maria: I love Peace’s welcoming 
atmosphere and openness to new ideas. JT: My family have been UCC 
members for almost 30 years. I love Peace in Duluth! 

What is an obscure fact about yourself that others may not know 
but would enjoy? Maria: My thumbs are shaped like toes. JT: I grew 
up on the Iron Range. 



11 

 

Voices for Justice 

Voices for Justice    Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice.  We are energized and 

heartened by hearing each other’s stories.  Each month we share a brief story from members of our community, 
learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes.  If you would like to share your story, or 
want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office. Every story is a gift! 

Reminder about the use of our building!  
  A friendly reminder to all who would like to use space at Peace Church: To schedule a meeting at Peace, 
please call our Building Use Coordinator, Tim Peters, 314-566-2651. Our building is busy every day of the 
week with meetings and gatherings of many community groups as well as church teams and committees, so it’s 
important to check with Tim to make sure space is available. You can also call the office at 218-724-3637 and 
leave a message, which office staff will pass on to Tim. 

John Wakefield: Advocating Equal Health Care for Everyone 

A son of the Iron Range of Northern Minnesota, John grew up in Buhl, the fifth of six children, proud of his 
half-Finnish ancestry acquired through his mother. The family identified itself as Lutheran, but didn't attend 
services. John joined Peace Church three years ago, after searching for a worship community that accepted 
everyone. He confirms that Peace lives up to its ideal of "extravagant hospitality," and recounts how welcoming 
and non-judgmental people were during those first few visits. The diversity of the 
Peace Church family speaks to John's desire for equality everywhere, and the 
number of activities open to everyone impresses him. He joined the Health Team 
and responded to the need at Peace for help in completing Health Care Advanced 
Directives by volunteering as the instructor in a scheduled class. People are 
grateful to have a completed and legal health care directive in their hands after 
attending the class. John has become a caring member of the community, 
reaching out to people at Peace who he senses need a friend or have had many 
life challenges. 

Following high school, John completed a degree in Social Work at the College 
of St. Scholastica, and began working as a social worker with older adults in a 
long-term care facility. His interest in the medical needs of older adults led him to 
enroll in the Nursing Associate degree program at Wisconsin Indianhead 
Technical College. He then completed a Bachelors degree in Nursing from the 
College of St. Scholastica. He is now licensed as a Registered Nurse as well as a 
Public Health Nurse. John also keeps his social work license active in Minnesota. 

John's passion in life is to help people. His education, previous professional jobs, and practice as a Carlton 
County Public Health Nurse have enabled him to be a very competent nurse and social worker "all rolled up in 
one." John talks with deep commitment about serving the needs of older adults with dementia and their families. 
He is sensitive to the special needs of people with dementia. As he observes the challenges in their daily 
activities and family relationships, he works with families and other health care professionals to develop a care 
plan. Goals are doable and the emphasis is on keeping people in their own homes as long as they are safe. 
John talks slowly and softly, with authenticity and a matter of fact approach, and exudes warmth and kindness. 
He is non-judgmental and accepts people where they are in their lives. 

Fellow nurses and social workers at Carlton County and in the community inspire John “as we are all trying to 
make people’s lives better." Daily reading of Days of Healing, Days of Joy: Daily Meditations by Hazelden and 
The Language of Letting Go: Meditations and Co-Dependency by Melody Beattie inspire and give John 
perspective, focus and sometimes direct application to a problem he is facing during the day. I asked John how 
his faith impacts his work, and he replied, "faith matches who I am." 

John explains that he is always trying to advocate health care for all, to make all lives better, to keep people 
as healthy as possible, both physically and mentally, and to ensure a safe environment. This can be very 
difficult, especially with inadequately housed, low income, non-insured people who face shortages of food and 
transportation. John states that we need to be very creative and resourceful in addressing the challenges these 
people face. We need to team up with other agencies and communities, and advocate for providing the services 
they need. Equality means that physical and mental health services be equally available to everyone, and that 
mental illness not be stigmatized, in contrast to physical illness that is not stigmatized. John advocates that 
Medicare for all would improve or solve many of the inequities in our present health care system. The words of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. are at the heart of John’s work: "Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere" 

Interviewed by Bill Hardesty 
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News from the Liddles in East Timor 

The Value of an Egg—by Monica Liddle 

On Wednesday, our Clinic Immanuel staff team visited 32 families in 
Nacroman, a neighborhood in Lospalos where we have chosen to focus 
our community outreach work.  In November, we visited 169 homes to 
survey the community’s health status. 26 need toilets, and as many 
homes have dirt floors with walls of rusted corrugated sheet metal. While 
the government has piped water to part of the community, this only 
reaches some of population, and even then, water runs only an hour a 
day—most days. Most people really rely on wells for their water, and many 
families rely on the kindness of neighbors to share access to theirwell 
water.  If you can afford a pump and electricity, people pump the well 
water to the surface and hose it to the kitchen or bathroom. Otherwise,  
it’s a rope, plastic jugs and manual labor to get your daily water. 

This Wednesday, as we shared some public health messages with  
our Nacroman community, we had another question for them: “Do you  
have chickens?” 

Virtually every family has chickens in Nacroman. Everyone! The  
follow-up question was then, “How often do you eat eggs?”  The most 
common response: “Maybe once a week,” with a bashful laugh. 

I referred three children to the local hospital this past week for severe malnutrition. All were 1 ½ to 2 years 
old, two had diarrhea with dehydration and needed inpatient care, and one needed the referral to receive the 
nutritional food, Plumpynut, which is kind of like a very robust peanut butter with complete nutrition for severely 
underweight kids.  In Nacroman this week, I visited two families with babies severely underweight; it turns out, 
the babies’ mothers are sisters, 19 and 21 years old.  One baby had been hospitalized in December for a week. 
In the hospital, the baby received medicine for intestinal parasites.  The next day, more than a dozen worms 
were expelled….the details would disturb many of you, so I will leave it at that. 

Olinda, my clinic colleague and a resident of Nacroman who knows essentially everyone there, was my 
partner and translator as we visited families.  Not only does Oli know everyone, she seems to have the respect 
of everyone we met during the home visits. She has worked at the clinic for 10 years, and continues in her 
official duties as “cleaner” during all this time; but Oli does much more.  She frequently helps me translate into 
the multiple other local languages (people often prefer Makasae or Fataluku to Tetum), she takes vitals, informs 
me when someone needs to be seen urgently (she does patient registration, too), is learning prenatal care skills, 
and organizes the Sunday School breakfast each week. She didn’t have a chance to attend high school, due to 
the political and social chaos at the time, but she continues to impress me as one of the most insightful and 
capable women here at clinic. 

So, back to the egg. On Wednesday, Oli and I sat with a woman in her small home with corrugated iron walls 
and dirt floor, 4 small children climbing around her.  I asked the chicken question.  She averted her eyes, 
appearing embarrassed to reply, “We eat eggs almost every day, we often don’t have other vegetables to eat, so 
I go get the eggs…we have so many chickens.”  It struck me, her embarrassed reply; I asked Oli why she felt 
this way.  Oli interpreted for me that eggs are really considered second-class food.  “Ema seidauk comprende,” 
“people don’t yet understand,” the value of an egg, Oli informed me. So I affirmed this mother for feeding her 

family eggs. I informed her that eggs are a perfect food, complete in protein, with many 
vitamins; indeed, a food that makes her and her family healthier.  Oli translated my Tetum 
into Makasae, to make sure the woman got the message, and to encourage her to keep 
feeding her family eggs from their own chickens. 

In Nacroman, virtually everyone has chickens.  But they are seen as products to raise to 
sell. Not often are they eaten for meat, and the value of the egg is completely 
unrecognized.  The chickens wander around freely each day, often sleeping in trees at 
night.  Chickens easily get lost, and chicks are easy prey for cats and other animals. 

So this morning, Tom and I talked to Oli and her family at their home in Nacroman.  We 
are going to help them design and build a model chicken coop.  We talked about how this 
could increase their family’s nutrition, and generate income, too. We hope to create a 
model that we could easily reproduce at low cost, using many local materials, to assist 
other families in Nacroman and Lospalos.  And as we go, we will surely teach everyone we 
can about the perfection of the egg. 

Tom and Monica with Livia on the 
day of her baptism. She almost died 
of malnutrition in 2010 but is doing 
well now and just started first grade. 

Simon started 3rd grade in late January.  He’s pictured here with best friend Alfon.  



13 

 

Peace People  

Thank You! 
➢Thank you to those who provided special music during the month of 
February: the Peace Band, Susan Larson Kidd, Jennifer Boyle, the choir, 
Mia Kraker, Lydia Kraker, Nathan Holst, Sarah M. Greer, Matt Prois, Leon 
and Friends, Sam Deters, Sylvie Deters, and Eli Bissonett. 

➢Thanks to Gail Blum, Marge Anderson, Jerry Cleveland, and Tim Peters 
for helping Pastor Kathy provide hospitality for the memorial service for 
Sharon Witherspoon’s brother, Steve Goines, which was held at Peace 
Church with Rev. Vernon Green officiating. 

➢Thanks to Amanda Hunter for leading us in Visio Divina at Adult Forum in 
February. 

➢Thanks to everyone who participated in the Long Range Planning 
Retreat! Around thirty people helped to vision our future. Follow-up and 
feedback will be held at Adult Forum on March 3.  

➢“Dear Peace members, Thank you to so many of you who have spoken 
words of comfort and sent beautiful cards to my family and I during these 
difficult days following the passing of my lovely nine year old grand-
daughter, Helena. Your thoughtfulness has meant the world to us. 
Sincerely, Elsie Cook” 

➢Thanks to Jane Aas and Jim Pospisil for providing music at Helena 
Ebarb’s memorial service. 

➢Thanks to Beth Bartlett for her moving sermon on the 25th anniversary of 
her heart transplant—and for the yummy heart cookies she provided for 
coffee hour! See a transcript of her sermon at peaceucc.org/sermons/  

➢Thanks to Hope David for helping Nathan with planning for Winter Camp. 

➢“Loaves and Fishes wants to thank you for all of your support to our 
community, and especially for your great meals at the Dorothy Day House.” 

➢Warm thanks to Jen Hudyma, Jan Nugent, and Kay Stevens for 
laundering the pageant costumes! 

Memorials 
Thank you for the gifts to Peace Church in memory of Denise Hamsher 
from Lorraine Anderson, Joan Severson, Mike & Diane Swanoski, Ken & 
Mary Wergeland, and Stan & Susan Goltz. 

Keep in Your Prayers 
➢Nat Hawley in the Twin Cities 
for a Clinical Trial to treat her 
cancer. Randy from “Say Yes to 
the Dress” is helping her design 
a dress. 

➢Bill Kehtel now living at 
Heritage House at 3040 Morris 
Thomas Road.  His phone 
number is the same and visitors 
are welcome. 

➢Joe Machones dealing with 
muscle weakness in his legs 
following back surgery.  

➢Ellyn Weins hospitalized in 
February with pneumonia. 

➢Laura Tonkin hospitalized this 
month. 

➢Penny Cragun recovering after 
having a dislocated hip. 

➢Jan Murphy who had surgery 
on her arm, broken in a fall. 

➢Joan Severson, who had 
surgery on her eye.  

➢Guy Hubert, recovering at 
home after a heart procedure. 

➢Kim Anderson, having chemo 
to treat her cancer. 

Sympathy 
➢ Cynthia Poirier on the death of her brother Wilfred Goddard.  Pastor 
Kathy officiated at his memorial service on January 29. 

➢The family of Denise Hamsher, a long time member of Peace Church.  
Her service was held at Peace on February 14.  Thank you to the choir 
for singing and for everyone who provided desserts, plants and helped 
with serving and clean up.  

➢The family of Pearl Byrns, daughter of Tim and Sarah.  Pearl was 6 
when she died from complications of RSV.  Her memorial service will be 
held at Peace on Saturday, March 30. 

Welcome to the World! 

Hugh Jacob 
Fifield, son of 
Owen and Liz, 
born on 
Valentine’s 
Day night.  

Scrabble with Sharon! 

Sharon Kirtley is now living at Viewcrest Health Center at 3111 
Church Place in Duluth, Room #77. She would very much like 
to have visitors to play scrabble with her! 

Greetings from  
Annette Strom! 

Hello from Singapore! At this 
time of year I’m thinking of you 
all and hoping you’re all had a 
wonderful advent and 
Christmas. Tim and I just 
finished our first semester at 
school and we are loving the 
adventure. We are meeting 
people from all over the world 
and gaining new perspectives 
while constantly learning. I feel 
we’ve learned much more than 
our own students! :)  

Happy New Year, See you in 
June!  

Love, Annette 
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        Community     CHUM  

Chum Church Worship  

Sunday, March 10, 4pm at Peace Church 
CHUM Church will be held on Sunday, March 10 at 
Peace UCC. CHUM Church intentionally invites 
people of all abilities who wish to worship in an 
accessible, welcoming, and inclusive 
environment.  Worship is open to all. Our worship 
service is about ½ hour long, has an easy-to-follow 
liturgy, familiar hymns, and a time for socializing. The 
worship service is accommodating to people 
experiencing memory loss.  Join us for pre-worship 
activities at 4:00pm and worship at 4:30pm, with a 
light supper following. For more information contact 
Sue Anderson, CHUM Church Coordinator, 740-2498 
or sanderson@chumduluth.org. 

March Food Share 
March is almost here and, the Minnesota 
FoodShare March Campaign will begin on 
February 25th and run until April 7th.  Thank 
you for your past support.  Because of the 
efforts of groups like yours, the 2018 

campaign raised $110,262.93 and 32,386 
pounds. Our goal for March 2019, is to raise 
$115,000 and 35,000 pounds of food to stock our 
shelves, and we can achieve that success in this 
campaign with your help. During 2018, the Food 
Shelf distributed 298,919 pounds of food to 15,740 
people in Duluth. The CHUM Food Shelf was a major 
source of each visiting family’s nutrition throughout the 
year. Together we are fulfilling our call to feed the 
hungry.  

So what do we need?? More money, or more 
food?? We need both! But the CHUM Food Shelf can 
do much more with money.  As a member of Second 
Harvest Food Bank, our money goes much farther 
than it would shopping at Super One or Cub Foods. 
For every $1 that gets donated, I can buy $7 worth of 
food—that’s seven times more!!! Checks can be sent 
to the CHUM Food Shelf, 210 N 1st Ave. W, Duluth 
MN 55802, or food can be dropped off here at Peace 
Church. 

Make your Food Shelf donation go further  
with reusable bags 

When you donate to a food drive for the Food 
Shelf, please consider bringing your food donations in 
a reusable shopping bag. The Food Shelf is excited to 
partner with the Great Lakes Aquarium to keep our 
lakes and land free of plastic, and together we are 
offering clients an opportunity to visit the Aquarium 
free of charge for utilizing reusable bags! The Food 
Shelf will also be giving away an extra free item to 
clients who remember to bring back their bags every 
time they shop. In order to go plastic free at the food 
shelf, we need 120,000 bags. Thanks to the Aquarium 
and some CHUM congregations, we have more than 
400 bags to start with! Just a small step in the right 
direction! 

Mental Health Support Group  
Offered in Duluth 

A NAMI Connection peer support group for adults 
recovering from mental illness meets weekly in 
Duluth. The free group is sponsored by NAMI 
Minnesota (National Alliance on Mental Illness). 
Trained facilitators, who are also in recovery, lead 
NAMI Connection groups. The group meets on 
Mondays, from 6:00-7:30pm, at Peace Church, 1111 
N. 11th Ave. E. For more information, contact Jake at 
218-591-2925 or Jill at 218-348-5417.  

NAMI Minnesota is a non-profit organization that 
works to improve the lives of children and adults with 
mental illnesses and their families through its 
programs of education, support and advocacy. 

Habitat for Humanity 
You’re invited to join the Habitat community in 

celebration of our build in Lincoln Park, future home of 
our newest Habitat partner family: the Witherspoons! 

Thursday, March 7, 5:30 – 8:00pm at Holy 
Family Catholic Church, 2430 W 3rd St., Duluth. 

Cost: $10 adults, $5 children 12 and under 

Purchase tickets at the door or by calling the office at 
218-722-3875 

Yarn Needed at Salvation Army 
Yarn is needed by the people who knit hats, gloves 

and scarves for the Salvation Army, to be given away 
at Christmas time. Yarn can be dropped off at 
Salvation Army office at 215 S. 27th Ave. W during 
weekday business hours, or at the Thrift Store at 2101 
W Superior St., Monday-Saturday between 9am-4pm. 
1833 children were recipients of the warm winter hats 
and mittens last Christmas. 

The Art of Weaving...Together 
Friday, March 8, 9am-4pm 
St. Scholastica Monastery 

Participants will learn about a variety of traditional 
weaving practices around the world and create a 
colorful woven belt. A traditional story and dance 
related to weaving will be shared. Facilitators are 
Peace Church members Ann Carlander, art teacher 
who has studied traditional indigenous arts, and 
Marilyn Mayry, retired college instructor and 
counselor. Cost is $75, including materials and lunch. 
Call Marilyn at 218-279-3549 for more information or 
to sign up. 

Charlie Parr at Duluth Folk School 
Saturday March 2 at 6:30pm, $25 

Fundraiser for Spirit of the Lakes School 

mailto:sanderson@chumduluth.org
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March Volunteer Schedules 

Monday Meals at  
Dorothy Day House  
(1712 Jefferson) 

March 4 Beth Bartlett 

March 11 Melissa Boyle 

March 18 Deborah Cooper 

March 25 Tara Hoban 

Damiano Soup Kitchen 
Sunday, March 10 

1:30pm: Chris & Tom Day, Tara 

Hoban family (3) 

4:20pm: Ellen Shelhon, Stephanie 

Pearson, Susan Ranfranz, Mollie 

Stapleton Clark (2) 

Nursery 
March 3: Holly Jorde, Volunteer & 

Back-up Needed 

March 10: 2 Volunteers & Back-up 
Needed 

March 17: Taylor Wilcox, Volunteer 
Needed, Eric Holmstrom, back-up 

March 24: 2 Volunteers & Back-up 
Needed 

March 31: 2 Volunteers & Back-up 
Needed 

Coming up — April 

Coordinators:  

Cathy & John Ameel, 724-2750 

Bridget Reistad, 722-7890 

Eric & Jacqueline Blomstrom,  
218-316-0202 

Gary Anderson & Gary Boelhower, 
391-7404 

Ann Carlander & Burnett Peterson, 
218-485-1513 

Kim & Nancy Carlson, 525-3660 

Ron & Julie Deters, 626-2416 

Amy & Dan Fitzpatrick, 349-4546  

Sheryl & Jim Filby-Williams,  
343-2841 

Carl Huber & Catherine Carter Huber, 
340-0095 

Kim & Lee Kruger, 724-1606 

Laurie & Dave Linder, 525-5991 

Carla Larson, 330-0769 

Susan Maras, 722-2097 

Lane and Nancy Palmer 464-1276 

Alan & Joan Peterson, 724-6570 

Adam Pine and Rebecca de Souza, 
267-235-6570 

 

Coffee Hour Teams 

March Schedule 
Coordinators:  

Jessica Olson, 218-724-5210 

Judy Johnson, 218-340-6103 

March 3 – Cathy A & Bridget R 

Set-up: Judy Hlina 

Serve/Clean-up: Niki Hysjulien/Tim 

Johnson, Fena family 

March 10 – Jessica 

Set-up: Jessica Olson, Jen Pearson 

Serve/Clean-up: Bob & Rene 

Montgomery, Marg Paulson,  

Laura Greensmith 

March 17 – Potluck, no coffee hour 

March 24 – Judy 

Set-up: Sarah Nelson & Joe Ehlers 

Serve/Clean-up: John & Kathy Bray, 

Emily Larson & Doug Zahn 

March 31 – Judy 

Set-up: Deb McLeod, Lori Williams 

Serve/Clean-up: Stacey & Dave 

Stark, Rick & Karola Dalen 

 

Please bring 4-5 dozen cookies, 
bars, crackers or fruit on your 

morning to help out!  

THANKS! 

Sunday March 3 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Angie Miller 

Ushers: Cindy & Jim McLean 

10:30 service 

 Lay Leader: Volunteer needed 

 Greeters: Kruger family 

 Ushers: Tim Peters, Loni Cran-Hovis,  
Sue Munns, Ann Carlander 

Sunday March 10 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Harriet Crofts 

Ushers: Gayle & Jack Kelly 

10:30 service 

Lay Leader: Volunteer needed 

Greeters: Julie Flotten, Elsie Cook, Christine Day 

Ushers: Tim Peters, Susan Ranfranz,  
Jen Pearson, Christine Day 

Sunday March 17 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Carl Huber 

Ushers: Bilin Tsai, Volunteer needed 

10:30 service  

Lay Leader: Sue Munns 

Greeters: Patty Guist, Diane & Mike Swanoski 

Ushers: Tim Peters, Ellen Shelhon, Julie MacKenzie, 
Phyllis Cook 

Sunday March 24 

8:30 service: Taizé service—no Ushers, no Lay Leader 

10:30 service 

 Lay Leader: Amy Sullivan 

 Greeters: Patty Guist, Angie Miller, volunteer needed 

 Ushers: Tim Peters, Phyllis Cook, Judy Siegle,  
Marsha Hystead 

Sunday March 31 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Marge Anderson 

Ushers: Gayle & Jack Kelly 

10:30 service 

 Lay Leader: Veronica Gaidelis-Langer 

 Greeters: Ellen Shelhon, Marc & Maggie Fink 

Ushers: Tim Peters, Lisa Brown, Warren Post,  
volunteer needed. 

Acolytes 
March 3:  Clare Boyle & Ben Clark 

March 10:  Lila Dalen & Oliver Farell 

March 17:  Aliya Flotten & Siggy Hunter 

March 24:  Alex Johnson & Kate Dear 

March 31:  Severin Johnson & Zinnia Kraker 
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Peace United Church of Christ 
1111 North 11th Avenue East 
Duluth, MN 55805-1517 
 
(218) 724-3637 
www.peaceucc.org 
E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 

Non-profit  
Organization 

US Postage PAID 
Permit No. 84 

Duluth, MN 

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF    
Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Ministries:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Kelli Farell 

Visitation:  Cheryl Walsh 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation: Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, and Rev. John Szarke 

  

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY—9am-3pm, PHONE:  218-724-3637 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Kathy: knelson@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org  

Jim: jim@peaceucc.org  Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org   Kelli: kelli@peaceucc.org 

    Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org    Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 

Tim Peters: tpnc53@gmail.com 
  

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events, please email the office. 

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


