
  

 

JULY 2018 

Senior High Summer Work Camp  
New Vision in Philippi, West Virginia 

July 21–28 
This year’s youth participants are: Isaac Fink,  
Ty Kruger, Fred Taallerud, Milo & Abbie Amundsen, 
Bo Brown, Brennen Larson, Eli Beech Brown, Anna 
Huber, McKenzie Radloff, Nina Wilkowske, Lenci 
Westrick, Katrina Lindgren, Eli Zaun, Greta Hansen, 
Claire Barlass, Megan Daniluk, Jack Kellner and 
Sydney Olson. 

Adult Chaperones: Pastor Kathy, Patty Beech, Lisa 
Brown, Warren Post, Jim McLean and Dan Green. 

Here is what we will be doing while we are there: 

• Small team of 3-4 will work at Greg Croston’s, 
hanging drywall for a bedroom and other repairs. 

• Small team of 3-4 will replace a ceiling in two 
rooms for Stephen and his wife and seven children, 
and do odd repairs around their home. 

• Work at the gym. 

• Work on a community art project and building 
painting. 

We will also be playing night games with the youth in 
nearby communities. Hold us in your prayers.  

 

Middle School Camping Trip 
Fenske Lake Campground 

Sunday–Tuesday, August 19–21 
Join us for our annual trip into the BWCA! We will 

stay at Fenske Lake Campground on the Echo Trail. 
Activities include swimming, hiking, S'more making/
eating, sleeping in tents, and just getting to know 
each other better. Sign up now! More info on page 6. 

We honored our High School grads on Sunday,  
June 3

rd
 during our 10:30 worship service. They each 

received a blanket made for them by our younger 
youth. Our graduates are: Evan Anderson, Frost 
Bowen-Bailey, Ian Derauf, Keira Farkas, Sophie 
Fink, Eva Huber, Devin Kleive, Parker Kleive, Ali 
Kruger, Brita Larsen, Jackson Manthey, Lydia 
Pearson, Aggie Pokrzywinski, Miles Rohrbaugh,  
Erin Rudd, Izzy Schomberg, and Katherine Skwira-
Brown. See page 9 for more info on each of our 
graduates. 

Congratulations Graduates! 



2 

 

From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 
I was asked to be the preacher for the Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Conference of 
the United Church of Christ on June 10

th
. The theme of our gathering was “For Such a 

Time as This,” based on the story of Esther. What follows is my sermon for that day. 
Again, I am so grateful to be in ministry with each of you! 

For Such a Time as This  

“Who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as 
this?” (Esther 4:14) 

In reflecting on the story of Esther these past weeks, I have come to see that so often 
our work, our ministry together, rises out of times of crisis. Like Esther, we see the 
suffering of our people and are challenged to find our voices and speak out. 

Most often I think my role is that of Hathach, the eunuch who runs the lines of 
communication between Mordecai and Esther. The name “Hathach” means steward.  
I think we are the stewards of the stories of faith and our people. Hathach shares the 

stories he’s been told by people such as Mordecai—who knows the depth of the suffering of the Jewish people 
and Haman’s plan to destroy them. Mordecai also knows that his cousin/adopted daughter is in a unique 
position to do something about it. As the queen she has access to power that no other Jewish person has. He 
offers the challenge to her—perhaps, just perhaps, you were created for such a time as this. Esther receives 
the message and prays along with her people. After three days she has the courage to move forward to seek an 
audience with the king and speak on behalf of her people. Lives are saved because of her courage. She finds 
her voice, and what a difference it makes!  

I have seen people with similar courage in our congregation. I am not Esther or Mordecai; rather, I am often 
the one listening in the present moment, sharing the stories of faith with those working for greater justice in our 
time. This morning I’d like to share three stories out of the life of our congregation—stories born out of times of 
crisis, but stories of courage and hope. Perhaps you might see the Still Speaking God at work in your life and in 
our shared life as a people of faith. The United Church of Christ has taken the lead on so many of the issues 
that have formed our people. 

I learned early on the importance of listening and finding ways for people to share their stories rooted in our 
shared faith story. Peace United Church of Christ called me as their pastor 26 years ago. During my first 
months in Duluth my husband was unable to find work in Duluth, and so he continued his job as a police officer 
for the City of Minnetonka. One evening he called to say it had been a horrible day. He had been one of the first 
officers to arrive on the scene of a domestic homicide. Shortly after I hung up the phone, a member of my 
church, Joan Peterson, called. Her sister, Barbara Lund, had just been murdered by her ex-husband in 
Minnetonka—could I come to her home. Of course! And so I went to sit and listen. Our lives were now deeply 
connected in ways we never expected. 

That event changed Joan’s life in ways unimaginable, but out of that tragedy she found a voice, and what a 
voice! She has found her place and her voice in sacred texts, “No one should hurt or destroy in all my holy 
mountain...” And she has spoken out this truth so many times—in Duluth, at the Minnesota legislature, and at 
our nation’s capital. And she has recently worked with the youth of our city in their March for Our Lives and 
student demonstrations. 

Joan wrote this for today: “As for the work, I guess it would be my relentless quest to change gun laws and 
change the culture of gun violence in our country in the name of victims—like my sister, of course. It is about 
educating the public and our elected leaders about the public health problem of gun violence. My work would 
include serving on the national board of the Brady campaign because of my work and also serving on the board 
of Protect Minnesota. I can't say enough about the support from Peace Church for my efforts. I can always 
count on you and the congregation to support what I am doing. I am also so glad that the UCC Minnesota and 
UCC supports the efforts to stem the tide of 
gun violence. The victims are increasing in 
numbers according to a new CDC report. 
Congregations and the faith community can 
make a very big difference. Times are 
changing and the UCC and other faith groups 
can be in the lead.” 

Out of the crisis of her life—a profound 
loss—she has risen up for such a time as 
this, and our congregation has joined her in 
writing and working for greater gun safety. 
And we have joined together as the 
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Minnesota Conference with the Resolution on Preventing Gun Violence and 
Recognizing it as a Public Health Concern. 

For such a time as this...back in 2010 our congregation held a series of forums 
on Marriage Equality, drawing inspiration from the General Synod Resolution 
passed in July of 2005 for marriage equality for all. At one of our forums, our state 
representative Roger Reinert led a discussion. He was very worried as he saw 
the religious right becoming more and more organized around denying marriage 
equality. “You need to organize,” he said. “This is a crucial time.” And so our folks 
took that call very seriously. 

Gary Anderson of our congregation took the lead. He found his voice in such a time as this. On February 13, 
2011, we held “Love in Action—A Valentine from Duluth.” It was a giant Valentines Day heart of people all 
wearing red and singing “going to the chapel and we’re gonna get married…” And we sent it to our legislators—
hundreds of people speaking up and singing out for marriage equality for all people  

Gary wrote the following about that day: “It was the foundation of the justice-seeking community of Peace 
and the greater Duluth progressive faith community which gave me the confidence to take action and organize 
that event. And that was just the beginning of the outward expression of the inner call for justice. On July 4th, 
2011, we held the "Independence Day Rally for Marriage Equality" in Leif Erikson Park, and in the fall we held a 
hugely successful fundraising concert featuring One Voice Mixed Chorus. The people of the Duluth area 
showed up every step of the way on the march to the Freedom to Marry in Minnesota. All of the hard organizing 
work earned me a job on the Minnesotans United campaign staff. Little did I know at the time, but all that 
political work was growing me from the inside-out. Today, I not only know I contributed all I had to that historic 
campaign in 2011/12, I also continue to serve my community as an elected member of the Duluth City Council. 
What a life!” 

For such a time as this. Gary and his partner Gary Boelhower, who is here today at annual meeting as our 
moderator, were married on June 30, 2011. It was such a beautiful ceremony, and they wrote most of it. One of 
the prayers was this: “We pray for greater justice and peace in our world, for marriage equality for LGBT 
citizens, for all the ways some are privileged over others, especially for the poor and oppressed. May our love 
never stop reaching out to build bridges across lines of difference and to dismantle the structures of exclusion. 
WE LIFT OUR PRAYERS TO GOD.” 

For such a time as this...Esther asks for fasting and prayer before she takes her courageous action. A 
reminder that prayer and actions taken in humility for greater justice must always go together. On May 14, 
2013, Governor Mark Dayton signed into law a bill legalizing same-sex marriages in Minnesota. The new law 
went into effect on August 1, 2013. On June 26, 2015, the United States Supreme Court ruled in Obergefell v. 
Hodges that there is a fundamental right to marriage guaranteed to same-sex couples nationwide. But the 
challenge and work for us continues with this week’s Supreme Court Decision around the denial of a wedding 
cake for a gay couple, which opened a door for further oppression and expressions of hate. 

For such a time as this...In this current time our congregation has felt compelled to declare itself a sanctuary 
congregation. Again it has come from hearing the cries of people in our community, knowing that we have 
people in our congregation and community who are currently undocumented but working toward becoming 
legally documented. This has made us say, “You will always have a safe place among us.” 

And again it comes in knowing our faith story and the stories of those among us and seeing the 
intersections. For example, this year our Peace Church Christmas Cantata reminded us that Jesus was born in 
a manger because there was no place for him and that his first years were spent as a refugee. The birth story 
was interwoven with songs such as “Will You Harbor Me” and readings from the Gospels. 

“...so they wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger because there was no place for them in 
the inn.” (Luke 2:7) 

Sanctuary has truly has been one way for us to find our voice and act in such a time as this. A way to offer 
hospitality to the stranger and befriend those who are oppressed by the ones who sit in power. So many 
members have taken up this call, led by Charlotte Frantz, who has chaired the work. And through our actions 
we have found greater connections to other congregations and individuals in the Duluth area who want to be 
part of this effort.  

Your congregation’s way forward in a time such as this will be different than ours, but surely there are those 
who need to be heard and those who are listening for the voice of the Still Speaking God who calls us to act in 
such a time as this.  

Pastor Kathryn Nelson 

From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson (continued) 
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Sundays in July 

Sunday, July 1 

Scripture:  Psalm 30 and Mark 5:21-43 

Sermon:  “Healing Powers” 

Rev. Cherie Daniel will be our guest preacher this 
morning. Communion will be celebrated at both of the 
services. Special music by Dave Winchester. 

Sunday, July 8 

Scripture:  2 Samuel 4:1–10 and Mark 6:1–13 

Sermon:  “Sent Out” 

This morning we will celebrate the baptism of 
Jonathon Seares at our 10:30 service. Special music 
by a French Horn choir. 

Sunday, July 15 

Scripture:  Amos 7:7–15 and Mark 6:14–29 

Sermon:  “God Inspired Joy” 

Special music by the Choir Chamber Singers, and by 
Jane Rupel, Nina and Tom Wilkowske. 

Sunday, July 22 

Rev. Robert Stevens will preach while Pastor Kathy is 
away with the youth on the Summer Work Camp. 

The 8:30 service will be Taizé, a service of prayer, 
song, scripture and meditation. Special music by Eli 
Bissonett on the violin. 

Sunday, July 29 

Scripture:  2 Kings 4:42–44 and John 6:1–21 

Sermon:  “God’s Abundant Presence” 

Special Music by Susan Larson Kidd at both services. 

Sunday, August 5 (looking ahead) 

Annual outdoor tent service with potluck picnic in 
the Fellowship Hall! (Grilled chicken will be 
provided—bring a side dish, salad, or dessert) 
Put it on your calendar! 

We continue to have two services on Sunday mornings, at 8:30am and 10:30am.  

At our 8:30 service, we share communion every Sunday. At our 10:30 service, we share communion the first 

Sunday of the month. The sermon and children’s time at both services is the same except for the fourth  

Sunday of each month when our 8:30 service is a Taizé Service (prayer, song, scripture, and meditation).  

Baby quilt presented to Nathan & Sarah 
from the Trudy Book Club. 

From Reverend Shari Prestemon,  
UCC Minnesota Conference Minister: 

Kathy: Thank you so much for preaching on Sunday 
morning at Annual Meeting. Your humble sharing of 
examples from your own congregation where 
members have stepped forward to ‘act in faith in this 
moment’ was inspiring. And the closing poem, 
accompanied by Nathan, was so very powerful. 

You have much to be thankful for at Peace UCC, and 
I know that your long and faithful leadership there as 
pastor fosters such courage and faithfulness among 
your members, even as your congregants continue to 
teach and move you as pastor. I’m so grateful for 
your ministry in Duluth, and for the ways Peace UCC 
leads in generosity, in its commitment to social justice 
and advocacy, and in amazing hospitality and 
programs. 

Thank you again,   
Reverend Shari Prestemon 

Spiritual Journey Team Update 
Greetings from the Spiritual Journey Team.  We’ve 

spent several months discerning what it is we are 
seeking and the best way to get at that information.   
It was exciting AND daunting to start with a clear slate, 
but we’re now ready to begin a listening process at 
Peace Church around spirituality and faith, using a  
set of questions we’ve created.   

We will begin by doing individual interviews and 
small focus groups—trying to get a good cross section 
of the church, with a broad range of age, identity, and 
experience.  While we don’t have capacity to interview 
everyone in the congregation, we do want to put the 
invite out to you if you want to be a part.  We already 
have an initial list that will take the next few months to 
complete, but please let us know if you want to speak 
with us, and we’ll be in touch about it in the future.  
We’ll keep you updated on our progress in the next 
few months.  Have a great summer! 

Thank You to the Congregation 
Sarah and Nathan want to say a huge thank you 

to everyone in the congregation for holding such a 
wonderful baby shower for us--and special thanks to 
those who organized the event to make it 
happen.  We feel overwhelmed with the 
generous amount of love and support you've given 
us, and we're excited to be so close to the time when 
we'll be able to introduce you to our little one.  Our 
due date is July 11th, and we'll send on news when 
the baby is born.  You might not see us for a month or 
two, but rest assured we'll be back at some point to 
say a first hello.   
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 Moderator’s Report       Small Groups 

Lenox Women’s Spiritual Life Group 
Monday July 16 at 5:30pm  

Brighton Beach Park  
Bring your own sandwich or whatever picnic food you 

would like.  Please call Cheryl Walsh (525-4129) or Pastor 

Kathy (724-3637) with questions, or if a ride is needed. 

Men’s Breakfast 
July 12 & 26, 7am, New London Cafe  

Come to eat and converse at the New London Café, 
4721 East Superior Street. We meet every other Thursday. 
All men are invited to attend. 

PALS Peace Adults Learning & Socializing 

Picnic and Planning Session 
Thursday July 26 

Our PALS annual picnic and planning session will be 
held Thursday, July 26 at the home of Dick & Linda Goese 
(4730 London Road) beginning at 6pm.  Brats and 
condiments will be supplied. Please bring a dish to share, 
your beverage of choice, a lawn chair and ideas for 
programs in the coming year. Think hard—it is the great 
ideas that come out of this gathering that have kept this 
group thriving over the years. 

Please let Dick & Linda know if you will be attending—
by phone (525-3412) or email (goese@chartermi.net).  

PALS will not meet in August but will resume monthly 
gatherings in September. 

Centering Prayer in Chapel 
Wednesdays 5-5:30pm (4:30 info session) 

Centering Prayer is a modern Christian contemplative 

prayer practice, or a method of meditation. Like all methods 

of meditation, the goal of Centering Prayer is to free us 

from what the Buddhists call “monkey mind” or the 

compulsive internal chatter of our minds. All the major faith 

traditions have recognized and placed a high value on the 

transforming power of meditation. Its purpose is to learn to 

open ourselves to God’s extraordinary love in ordinary, 

daily life. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
6pm in the Fireside Room 

Join Pastor Kathy and Rev. Bob Stevens on Wednesday 
evenings, reading the Gospel lesson for the coming 
Sunday using the Lectio Divina method. Lectio Divina is 
listening for the still, small voice of God that speaks to us. 
No prior biblical knowledge needed! We close with prayer, 
each praying for the person on his or her right. Join us as 
we practice this ancient and yet very relevant method of 
Bible study. 

As your new moderator, it was my honor to 
attend my first Minnesota Annual Meeting of the 
United Church of Christ as a delegate from 
Peace Church. It is inspiring to see the vitality of 
the diverse congregations of our partners. 
Churches large and small, urban, suburban and 
rural are engaged in creative ministries of every 
variety. We are in good company and have 
many vibrant congregations and leaders to be in 
dialogue with. And we are a leader in the state in 
many areas. The theme of the annual meeting 
focused on the question, “How are we called in 
such a time as this?” The discussions and 
prayers and presentations lifted up the many 
social justice issues that confront us in our day. 
Two resolutions were passed unanimously by 
the delegates attending the annual meeting. 
Although these resolutions are not binding on 
congregations, they offer important 
recommendations for our discernment and 
action. The first “supports adoption of legislation 
to stem the growing epidemic of gun violence 
including, but not limited to: establish universal 
background checks, ban assault rifles with high 
capacity magazines, refrain from arming 
teachers in schools, and lift gun-research 
restrictions on the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.” The second resolution supports 
“amending Minnesota Statutes to require the 
State of Minnesota to secure at least 50% of 
Minnesota’s electricity from wind and solar by 
2030, plan a transition away from coal as a 
source of electricity by increasing renewable 
energy and investing in energy efficiency to save 
energy and money on Minnesotan’s energy bills, 
and to ensure a racially and economically just 
transition where everyone has access to the 
benefits of energy-efficient housing and clean 
energy through programs and priorities to end 
energy poverty ….” We are already actively 
involved in responding to these social justice 
issues and we will continue to consider what is 
required of us “in such a time as this.” 

Finally, just one note about my first meeting 
as your moderator. We reviewed our primary 
responsibilities as a council and are looking 
forward to engaging in a new long-range 
visioning process during the coming year. These 
are exciting times for our congregation. We 
continue to grow in numbers, in powerful worship 
experiences, and in service to our community. 
And we are never done asking ourselves how 
God is calling us to respond with faith, hope and 
love in our culture and time. Stayed tuned for 
invitations to participate in this new visioning 
process. If you ever have questions or concerns, 
don’t hesitate to get in touch with me. 

Gary Boelhower   gboelhower@msn.com 

218-724-4985 
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     Light in the Cracks  by Nathan Holst       Youth Events 

Summer Youth Group  
Our last day of regular Youth 

Group was on May 16. We’re 
taking a summer Sabbath on our 
weekly gatherings, but we’ll meet 
once a month for special outings of 
some kind.   

In July, I’ll be out for baby 
leave, but Kelli Farell (Children’s 
Ministry Coordinator) will host a 
campfire at her house in Superior 
on Wednesday, July 18 in the 
evening. And August 19-21 is our 
Fenske Lake camping trip.  Can’t 
wait to see you for these! 

Middle School Camping Trip 
Fenske Lake Campground 

Sunday–Tuesday, August 19–21 
Join us for our annual trip into the 

BWCA! We will stay at Fenske Lake 
Campground on the Echo Trail. 
Activities include swimming, hiking, 
S'more making/eating, sleeping in 
tents, and just getting to know each 
other better. They have a wonderful 
swimming beach, fishing pier and 
camp sites. On Monday we will 
venture into the BWCA to see the 
pictographs on Lake Hegman and 
take time for swimming and fishing. 
We also plan to visit the Wolf Center.  

We will leave after worship on 
Sunday August 19

th
 and return on 

Tuesday August 21
st
 in the afternoon. 

See Nathan or Kathy for more 
information.  

Please sign up by August 1. 
Call or email the church to sign 
up: office@peaceucc.org or  
724-3637. 

Middle School Fall Trip to 
Pilgrim Point Camp 

Middle School Youth!  This is still 
a ways off, but I wanted to make sure 
you all know early that we’re planning 
to take a trip to Pilgrim Point Camp 
(our UCC camp in Alexandria, MN) 
this Fall on Oct. 12-14. It’s going to 
be tons of fun, so get it on your 
calendars early.  More details to 
come soon.   

This month, I’ve been reflecting on 
the role of the church in relation to 
the cracks of our world—so 
apparent these last few weeks in 
witnessing immigrant families 
being torn apart.  Many of us are 
responding to the ways our 

systems dehumanize God’s people, and we are looking to help bring 
the light through—whether that’s through our decision to become a 
sanctuary congregation, personal and communal political 
engagement, or simply having conversations with family.   

But there’s another layer of response, perhaps on a deeper level, 
that also calls out from our Christian tradition and invites each of us 
to be a part of the role of the church—and that is the work of deep 
culture change, of faith formation, of nurturing the spiritual resources 
we have in our adults, youth, and children.  This is the soul work 
that’s underneath all our justice work, which sustains us in times of 
hardship, fueling us to action when our people are hurting.  
I remember one of my mentors saying, “Nathan, we are at a time in 
the world when we need to dive deep into our wisdom traditions.  We 
will need all the spiritual grounding that we can gather for these 
times.”  I fully believe that in order to help our people—including 
generations to come—deal with the challenges of our day, we must 
learn to practice our faith together in our daily life and in the life of our 
community.  This is also a response to what we see in the news, but 
it is a much longer project, and one I believe is worthy of our time 
and commitment.   

I have been fortunate to be a part of the Minnesota UCC 
Conference Faith Formation Team, where we are continuously 
wrestling with what practicing our faith means in the lives of our 
families.  Similar to the plans of our own Peace Spiritual Journey 
Team (which I wrote about last month), the conference Faith 
Formation Team recently did a survey of a portion of our Minnesota 
churches to find out the ways our congregations are attempting to 
share our stories and practice our faith, and we shared the results at 
the MN UCC annual meeting last month.  And while we discovered 
some great ideas (things like seasonal faith formation kits for families 
to take home, prayer bears that kids could take everywhere they 
go—with prayers attached, and intergenerational faith valentines to 
connect kids and adults in sharing their own faith experiences), what 
we found at the heart of the findings was a conversation about the 
changing nature of faith formation in our churches.   

In the old way of thinking, we used to drop kids off at Sunday 
School and church would take care of teaching children about 
spirituality.  What we now know in our new way of thinking is that 
parents and grandparents are the primary teachers and shapers of 
faith in kids, and therefore the church must support our parents in 
doing the real work of spiritual development in their kids’ lives.  
Sunday School and Story for All Ages then becomes a time when 
everyone experiences what faith formation can look like together, so 
it can be practiced at home—and in the busy lives of families these 
days, that often means right before bed or in the car on the way to 
the next activity.   

I recently talked to another faith formation pastor who wants to 
pair together children’s books and songs that will help ground our 
kids in our progressive Christian values—and my heart jumped at the 
idea.  That seems exactly the kind of small, spiritual nurturing that we 
need in this time.  I look forward to sharing more songs and books in 
the coming year, and walking together on this long and good spiritual 
journey.  

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in” 

 ~Lenard Cohen 
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Children’s Ministry Page  

Our Nursery Needs You! 
If you want more time coloring, playing with 
blocks, or putting on puppet shows, consider 
volunteering in the nursery! Spending an hour 
playing in the nursery gives parents of our little 
Peace people a chance to worship more 
attentively. Our Peace nursery has paid staff who 
are always present, but we rely on volunteers to 
make sure that we have enough coverage. If you 
are interested in trying out nursery volunteering, 
please contact Kelli Farell at kelli@peaceucc.org 
or (218) 724-3637. 

Kelli’s Column 

In preparing our youth to be leaders at Vacation Bible 
School, one of the challenges we face is helping them to deal 
with misbehavior on the part of our kids.  What do you do 
when two kids keep poking at each other and wrestling?  What 
do you do when another child repeatedly takes items from 
other kids?  How do you handle the urge to keep repeating, 
“NO” to kids? 

As parents we face this constantly in our efforts to guide 
our kiddos to make good choices without constantly chanting: 
No, stop that; No, don’t do that; or No, you can’t have that.  It’s 
a natural response when their fingers near the hot stove, No!   

I think of the brain as a forest that we need to carve 
pathways through; it is much easier to take a trail that is 
already made than to attempt to make a new one.  When we 
use “No” repeatedly with a child, an emotional response 
pathway becomes clearly established.  It’s easy for that path 
to be traveled and the subsequent response to be triggered.  
For many kids, that path is negative and produces sad or even 
angry responses.   

In other situations that are less immediately dangerous, we 
will have more success if we learn to use positive 
interventions and guidance that redirect our children’s 
attention.  For example, instead of saying, “No, don’t poke at 
her,” we can try, “Put your hands in your pockets.”  All our kids 
hear with the first direction is “poke at her,” and they are stuck 
on thinking about the action. In the second direction, we have 
given a new pathway, a new idea to try. 

As caregivers, if we try a more positive approach, kids are 
usually redirected without feeling that, often challenging, sad 
or angry response.  This isn’t too hard to do on occasion, but 
we also need to create new paths in our own brains to make 
this more rote.   Making these pathways more desirable to our 
brains and our little ones’ brains isn’t a 
quick fix; imagine all the trees you need to 
cut down to carve a new pathway through 
a forest.  It takes maintenance and a 
constant wearing down of the grasses to 
keep the trail desirable.  In the same way, 
we need to be consistent in repeating 
these positive directions.  Forget the word 
“No” unless there is real danger.   

For me, the timing is ripe to challenge 
ourselves to do this as caregivers.  For 
those kids in Sunday School, the past year 
has been spent focusing on positive 
affirmations to repeat to ourselves as 
reminders of our connection to God, our 
power over our own actions, and our role 
in the universe.  We can pick one of these 
affirmations and try actually walking with our kids, creating a 
literal path, while repeating the affirmation and pondering on 
the role it might play if it’s a natural thought every day.   
Maybe your child has one that really stuck out this school 
year.  Maybe you want to carefully select one to gently guide 
your child to a new course of action.  Maybe you want to 
create your own.  Using a positive statement repeatedly can 
create a new pathway for how your children think of 
themselves and their connection to God.    

A Great Week at VBS! 

A GIANT VBS Thank You! 
To the amazing volunteers and staff who made the 
Peaceable Kingdom come alive for Vacation Bible 
School, including Elise Courtright, Libby Fena, Jen 
Hudyma, Adrianna Hudyma, Marci Tuggle, 
Christine Winkler-Johnson, Alison Wood, Kay 
Stevens, Lynn Lanier, Peter Farell, Cathy Whitfield, 
Hilary Neblett, Veronica Gaidelis-Langer, Eric 
Holmstrom, Janis Beyer, Cameron Hubley, Jenn 
Moses, Matt Moses, Pastor Kathy, Jim Pospisil and 
Nathan Holst.   

And to our amazing youth leaders, including River 
Fena, Benjamin Fena, Bergen Hubley, Cate 
Karstens, Mary Karstens, Sophia Farell, Max 
Nutter, Brita Larsen, Taylor Wilcox, Elise 
Westbrook, Rowan Lundell, Oscar Lundell, Noah 
Beyer, and Daniel Pospisil. 

Also, thank you to the staff and volunteers from 
Pilgrim Church for the integral roles they played!   
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Ian Connell 
Chances are if you’ve been to more than a 

handful of services in the past couple of years 
you’ve heard me making music, usually playing 
drums. It’s a great privilege for me to “clock in so 
many hours,” as Jim Pospisil, our Music Director, 
once put it, helping to facilitate spiritual 
connections through music. In my day job, I’m a 
hospice music therapist, and in many cases the 
work I do is similar to what I do here, though I 
don’t typically take my drum set into people’s 
homes unless they specifically invite me to.  

I’ve played music in churches for years, and 
volunteering in this way is a great fit for me. I 
always enjoy playing music, and this type of 
prayer means something different when I share it 
with people vs. playing by myself. It’s much more 
meaningful to me when people tell me how they 
connected with the music than just saying it was 
good. I mean, a compliment is a compliment, and 
I do want the music to be good, but in a worship 
context I want the music to be a spiritual 
experience for those listening, because it almost 
always is for me. 

As with most of my life, music has been a big 
part of my faith journey, helping me not only to 
connect with God, but also to express prayerful 
feelings that might not otherwise come out. As 
you may have noticed, there’s no one type of 
music that we do here at Peace, and the variety 
not only helps different members of the 
congregation engage, it also keeps the 
experience of making music here lively for the 
players, which makes a spiritual experience more 
likely—it’s hard to see God when you’re bored. 
Not that I can’t make a strong defense for liturgy, 
but that’s not what I’m here for right now.  

I occasionally do other things around Peace 
Church, and I even helped with Sunday School 
last year. I told Nathan Holst up front when he 
asked me that this didn’t really fit my gifts or my 
skill set, but if he needed me to serve I would 
give it a shot. Sure enough, it wasn’t a great fit, 
but I tried something that helped out, and that 
should be a lesson to all of you! Even if you’re 
not the best at something, it can be rewarding for 
you, for other individuals, and for the church as a 
whole if you try it out. Take public speaking, for 
example: it’s not something I actively seek out, 
but sometimes people (it was Nathan this time, 
too) want me to share, and if I think it will be 
helpful, I try to do it.  

Take a look at all the opportunities at Peace 
Church—see where you can volunteer, help out, 
and deepen your own spiritual experience as well 
as the spiritual experience of others.  

Shared Ministry Mission Moments 

Kay Stevens  
PEACE, A CHURCH COMMUNITY FOR ALL SEASONS 

When we were asked to speak about sharing our time 
and talents at Peace, the phrase “A man for all seasons” 
kept going through my head. That phrase soon became 
“A church for all seasons”.  

In our early years here we had young kids and were 
doing foster care for young children. So, nursery, Sunday 
School and other Christian Education opportunities were 
a perfect fit for volunteering.  

As our children became teens we branched out into 
confirmation, choir, softball, UNICEF carnival, the 
Damiano Center and food shelf to share our time. This 
encouraged our children to participate with us in service. 

When we became “Empty Nesters” the opportunity to 
share in the Loaves and Fishes community through food 
and donations came to us. Also, Bible Study, Habitat, 
Coffee Hour and making food for various needs fit in with 
our desire to volunteer. 

When retirement came along, Peace was there once 
again to provide ample opportunities to share our time 
and talents. Meals at CHUM, gardening (both veggie and 
flower), Spiritual Companions, rummage sale set up, 
filling in at the front desk etc. We now have the blessing to 
be “Hands where ever needed”.   

The opportunity I would most like to emphasize today 
is the Prayer Chain. We have been members of this vital 
and ongoing ministry for many years and through many 
seasons of our life. The phrase “You can always pray” is 
so true and central to a life of faith. The Prayer Chain is  
a way to actively pray for others who express need for 
prayer. The best part is, we can do this in our own way,  
in our own place, at our chosen time. We can now even 
choose how we would like to be made aware of prayer 
concerns, with phone, text or email options. Please 
consider becoming a member of this part of the Peace 
community of believers, a church community for all 
seasons. 

Shared Ministry Fair held in May.  

Thanks to all who signed up for all the opportunities here at 
Peace! There are Shared Ministry Booklets available in the 
narthex—it’s never too late to fill one out! 
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2018 Graduates 

Evan Anderson attended Duluth East High School 

where he participated in Youth in Government, 

Football, Rugby, Green club, Film club, Student Forum, 

Scott Anderson Leadership Forum, and Eagle Scouts. 

He will be attending the University of San Francisco in 

the Fall. 

Frost Bowen-Bailey attended Duluth East High School. 

His activities included Duluth East Association, band, 

orchestra, choir, baseball, swimming, National Honor 

Society, and Mock Trial. He will be attending Luther 

College in Decorah, Iowa, to study music education. 

Ian Derauf attended Duluth East High School. He 

participated in Nordic Ski Team, Cross Country 

Running Team, Mountain Bike Team, Student 

government, and Circle of Friends. Next year Ian will be 

taking a gap year. He will be studying in Tromsø, a 

town in northern Norway. In the fall of 2019, he will be 

attending St. Olaf. 

Sophie Fink attended Harbor City International School 

where she was involved in Martial arts (past 13 years); 

National Honors Society (10th-12th grade; co-president 

senior year); Knowledge Bowl (9th-12th grade); Sea of 

Lemmings Folk Dancing Club (10th-12th grade); and 

Junior Rotarian (11th-12th grade). She will be attending 

Colby College in the fall, where she is considering 

studying English, History, and/or Creative Writing. 

Eva Grace Huber attended Duluth East High School. 

She was captain of softball and math teams, was 

involved in rotary, and volunteered at St. Luke’s 

Hospital. She will be attending San Diego State 

University in the fall and plans on double majoring in 

constructional engineering and international business. 

Devin Kleive attended Duluth East High School. He 

enjoys playing hockey, jet-skiing, snowboarding, 

hanging out at his cabin, mountain biking, swimming 

at Lester Park and having a good time with friends. He 

has joined the 148th Air National Guard. After basic 

training, he plans on attending UND and then 

furthering his studies to become an Air Force fighter 

pilot. 

Parker Kleive attended Duluth East High School. He 

enjoys being outdoors, hunting, fishing, mountain 

biking and playing hockey. He plans on joining the MN 

Air National Guard, attending basic training and 

attending college. 

Ali Marie Kruger attended Duluth East High School. 

She has been involved in tennis (captain) and hockey, 

Key Club, Circle of Friends, and Travel Club. She plans 

to attend The College of St. Scholastica in the fall 

where she will major in biology and pursue a career in 

health care. 

Brita Larsen attended Duluth East High School. The 

things that were most important to her in high school 

were the Nordic Ski Team (6 years), the Cross Country 

Team (5 years), and singing with the A’Cappella and 

Choralaire choirs. She will be attending the University 

of Minnesota College of Liberal Arts in the Twin Cities; 

she is interested in biology and English. 

Jackson Manthey attended Duluth East High School. 

He was involved in Varsity and Club Soccer, Film club, 

Green club, Uno club, STEM club, Hunting and Fishing. 

He will be attending Iowa State for an Engineering 

degree. 

Lydia Peterson attended Duluth East High School. She 

was involved in NHS, Youth in Government, Key Club, 

Model UN, East theater, East A'Cappella choir, East 

Association, dance at Stacey's Studio, theater and 

assistant teaching at The Duluth Playhouse, and 

foreign exchange through AFS. She will be attending 

The University of St. Andrews in Fife, Scotland, to 

study International Relations with hopes to continue 

on to law school. 

Agatha Pokrzywinski attended Duluth East High 

School. Her activities included high school and 

community theater, Association, Student government, 

Duluth Crew, A’Capella & Choralaires choir, and Junior 

Rotary. She will attend the University of Minnesota 

Twin Cities to pursue a BA in theater. 

Miles Rohrbaugh attended Duluth East High School 

where he participated in choir, swim team, drama 

club, circle of friends, hound pack, and prom 

committee. He will attend UW Green Bay in the fall of 

2018 and be a part of their D1 swim/dive team. 

Erin Rudd attended Denfeld High School. She has 

been involved in varsity swimming, varsity softball, 

concertmaster of orchestra, and Junior Rotarian. She 

will attend the University of St Thomas in the fall and 

will swim for the Tommies. She is thinking about 

biology/pre-med. 

Isabelle Schomberg attended Duluth East High 

School. She has been involved in Cross Country 

Running (3 years), NHS (1 year), Circle of Friends (3 

years), Random Acts of Kindness (2 years), A'Cappella 

Choir (2 years), Choralaires (1 year), and Swimming  

(9 years). She will be 

attending the 

University of 

Minnesota Morris 

to study Secondary 

Education with a 

focus in Spanish. 

She plans to be a 

Special Education 

teacher. This 

summer she will be 

taking a trip to 

Scotland and 

France with Brita! 

 

Katherine Skwira-Brown attended Denfeld High 

School. She has been involved in National Honor 

Society, Link Crew, Junior Rotarian, Varsity Captain of 

soccer, Nordic Skiing, and Track and field, Exec board, 

and Kidski coach. She plans to attend the School of 

the Art Institute of Chicago and receive a bachelors 

degree in Fine Art. 

Izzie & Brita on 
Grad Sunday 
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Voices for Justice 

Voices for Justice    Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice.  We are energized and 

heartened by hearing each other’s stories.  Each month, we share a brief story from members of our 
community, learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes.  If you would like to share 
your story, or want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office.   
Every story is a gift. 

Anna Huber: Witnessing God in the Goodness of Others 
Anna Huber is passionate about making connections in justice work.  On a recent trip to Montgomery, 

Alabama, where she traveled with 34 other people from Duluth for the unveiling of the national memorial for 
victims of lynching, Anna deepened her learning about how issues relate to each other—issues like feminism, 
environmental awareness, racism, children’s rights, and prison systems.  As she put it, “you can’t advocate for 
any single one without advocating for all of them.”   

    When asked about issues that matter most to her, Anna started with 
mental health, but quickly connected that with the prison system.  She 
quoted William Barber, who spoke at the Montgomery gathering:  “Mass 
incarceration is the modern day political lynching.” One in three African-
American males will be incarcerated in their life.  She went on to talk about 
how in addition to racism, the major problem with our prison system is that 
it is a for-profit system.  The more people we have in jail, the more money 
people who own the prison systems make. Anna is frank about how she 
wants that system to change, how the goal of our prison systems should 
be to help rehabilitate people, not to keep them cycling in and out.  “What it 
does now is give people a lack of resources so they go back to prison.”  

When asked about what she wants to work on, Anna immediately spoke about the importance of education.  
“If people knew how deep these issues of race relations were, how deep they go, they would do something.”  
She also mentioned her own generation and the youth movements around gun violence. “My generation is so 
fed up with not moving, and things are going to get done.”  Articulating her approach to the work, she quoted 
Anne Frank: “In spite of everything I still believe that people are really good at heart.”  Anna continued by saying 
that people are going to disappoint you, but you have to give second and third chances.  Anna wants to be an 
educator—perhaps not in the traditional sense of the word, but she wants to educate everyone she meets, 
sharing experiences and learning together, even if it’s hard or embarrassing.  

Speaking about the connection between action and faith, Anna shared that she sees God in people every 
day, in their goodness.  As she put it, “There is an energy that you see around people every day—that’s God.”  
For her, Jesus lived out that same way of seeing people, calling all to truly love our neighbor as ourselves, and 
to do that we have to know our neighbors.  Anna feels most connected to God when she’s helping others, and 
she feels a deep sense of peace, which she also names as God.   

Anna’s primary inspiration comes from her parents.  Anna often talks about her dad as the most Catholic  
non-Catholic she knows—he has an icon in every room, and God is central to his life.  Anna says that her mom 
has always said, “Just give it to God”, and Anna admires her unwavering faith.   

As a final comment, Anna spoke passionately about our work as a country now.  “We built this country on the 
backs of others and it’s time we recognize how broken that is, and we’re not going to be able to change that if 
we don’t acknowledge it.  The worst thing that could happen is to know about these things and stay silent.  We 
have to be having deep conversations.” 

Interviewed by Nathan Holst 

Music! 
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August Peace Bell Articles are due  
Monday July 16! 

Library, Community Events 

New adult books: 

Please Don’t Label My Child by Scott 
M Shannon with Emily Heckman 

Playground Politics : Understanding the 
Emotional Life of Your School-Age Child 
by Stanley I Greenspan with Jacqueline Salmon 

The Shelter of Each Other : Rebuilding Our 
Families by Mary Pipher 

The Lady in the Attic by Tara Randel 

Mountain 10 : Climbing the Labyrinth Within by 
Gary Boelhower, Joe Miguez and Tricia Pearce 

Migrations : Poetry and Prose for Life’s Transitions 
by Sheila Packa 

New children's books: 

Smile by Raina Telgemeier 

Lauren’s Big Mix-Up – Sleepover Friends #5  
by Susan Saunders 

California Girls! – The Baby Sitters Club  
by Ann M Martin 

Frog and Toad Are Friends by Arnold Lobel 

I’m Here in the Bathtub : Brand New Silly Dilly 
Songs by Alan Katz 

I Spy Gold Challenger! : A Book of Picture Riddles 
by Jean Marzollo and Walter Wick 

Peace Church Library  Foy Memorial Scholarship 
Congratulations to the recipients of the 2018  
Rev. Arthur Foy III Memorial Scholarship! 

 

Rebekkah Cunningham graduated from Duluth 
East High School. After moving out of her parents’ 
house at the age of 14, she “entered the treatment 
world” and became a model student in every 
school she attended. She wrote in her application 
that “I have beaten every odd a foster child faces 
and am extremely motivated for higher education.”  
Since ninth grade she has volunteered at a local 
green house in the summer; she also volunteers  
at the Food Shelf and helps with community 
activities. 

Celise Miller graduated from Denfeld High School, 
where she was on the Honor Roll every year and 
received the “Science Student of the Year” award 
in both 9

th
 and 11

th
 grades. She also participated in 

the Upward Bound program through The College 
of St. Scholastica. Last summer she completed an 
internship at Saffron and Gray, which inspired her 
to start her own small business. After finishing her 
internship, she worked full time at her family’s 
business in Superior, where she was in charge of 
inventory, sales, organization, and paperwork. Her 
busy summer showed her that “I need to work hard 
to get to where I want to be in life.” 

Yunus Hunter also graduated from Denfeld High 
School. He recognizes how important it is for 
young men to have more African American role 
models of all ages. By taking part in the 2017 Scott 
Anderson Leadership Forum, participating in 
events focused on social justice issues, and 
working as a referee for the Duluth Amateur Youth 
Basketball Association, Yunus strives to have a 
positive impact on the younger African American 
males in the community.  

The Scholarship Award Ceremony and Concert 
was held on Sunday, June 24, at St. Mark AME. 
Music was provided by Twin Cities musicians 
Kevin Jackson, minister of music at New Hope 
Baptist Church, Alexis Love, Youth Choir Director 
at Park Avenue United Methodist Church, and 
members of the Wayman African Methodist 
Episcopal Church.  

 Spirituality in Our Expanding Universe   

Mondays July 9 & 23, August 6 & 20  
7 to 8:30 p.m.at the St. Scholastica Monastery 

Free and open to the public. All are invited. 

Any who are seriously struggling to integrate 
their faith with our rapidly changing, interrelated, 
technological world are invited to participate in a 
stimulating book discussion group based on The 
Emergent Christ by Ilia Delio, a Franciscan sister, 
scientist, and theologian. This book—one of 17 that 
Delio has authored—sheds light on our evolving 
universe and the corresponding transformation 
Christianity/religion needs in these times.  

Facilitators: Sister Mary Catherine Shambour, 
OSB, longtime member of St. Scholastica 
Monastery, retired secondary and college instructor 
and vocation director ,and Marilyn Mayry, retired 
secondary and college instructor, and spiritual 
director. Contact: Marilyn Mayry with questions or 
Sister Mary Catherine at The Center for Spirituality 
and Enrichment at St. Scholastica Monastery. 

Celise 

Yunus 

Pastor Kathy Nelson 
  & Rev. Tracey Gibson 
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News from the Liddles  
Tom and Monica Liddle are missionaries in Timor Leste (East Timor) 

(Excerpts from Tom and Monica’s Blog, found at timorsite.wordpress.com ) 

IT’S NOT IN VAIN 
“Therefore my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord,  

because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain” 1 Cor. 15:58. 

Coordinating Council, Teams, and 
Committees will take a July sabbath!  

No meetings this month. 

Monday Women’s Book Group,  
Third Tuesday Podcast Lunch, Women’s Brown 

Bag, and the Peace Grief Support Group  
are all taking a summer break  
and will resume in September. 

This past week we’ve hosted a team of dentists from The Gap Uniting 
Church in Brisbane Australia. This year was their second visit to Clinic 
Immanuel.  During four 10-hour days they occupied two rooms in the 
clinic pulling teeth and filling cavities on people who rarely have had oral 
healthcare of any kind. Probably most Timorese families have at least 
one member who suffers from chronic tooth pain.  Timor Leste has about 
12 dentists for a population of over a million and most all of them are in 
the capitol Dili.  

Another exciting thing that happened is that the team from The Gap and 
Immanuel Church have agreed on a church partnership.  Last night we 
sat together with members of both churches and talked about why it’s 
important to be connected across cultures and national boundaries as the 
body of Christ.  It was great! The two congregations agreed on a number 
of areas they could work together: youth, Sunday school, community 
mission and engagement.  Both congregations agreed the main thing is 
that they can learn from one another and pray for one another.  

As we were closing our meeting last night the group from Immanuel 
Church, who are also clinic staff, thanked the dental team for their visit.  They expressed hope that they would 
return next year, noting that the need for dental care is so great here in Lospalos.  Throughout the week more 
than one person acknowledged that in their visit they were only “scratching the surface” of the needs.  This is a 
constant theme in a ministry of this kind. From Moses to MLK Jr., Oscar Romero, Dorothy Day and thousands of 
unsung saints in between, a reality of faithful discipleship is that no matter how hard you work, you cannot fix all 
problems, heal all wounds or calm all anxieties.  But the good news is, you don’t have to. 

“Therefore my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know 
that in the Lord your labor is not in vain” 1 Cor. 15:58. 

The assurance we receive here is that the small things we do in faith do not go 
to waste.  Whether marching for justice in the Poor People’s Campaign or 
pulling teeth in a remote corner of SE Asia – it’s not in vain. 

And the promise implied by Paul’s previous detailed discussion of the 
resurrection, is that our work done “in the Lord,” however seemingly 
insignificant, will be brought to completion in the new creation that God has 
inaugurated in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

These two things coupled together means that while Christian discipleship 
always implies engagement with the pain and suffering of the world, we need 
not be overwhelmed by it.  Christ’s resurrection means that a new world is underway.  We are therefore 
summoned to get on board.  Simple acts of mercy, words of consolation and prophetic acts of justice are not in 
vain; they are the ingredients of hope and signs — pointers — of God’s future bursting into the present. 

The Liddles will be back 
in the US in August and 

September.  

We are excited to have Tom 
preach at Peace Church  

on Rally Sunday,  
September 9. 

Wednesday Breakfast July 4 & 18 at 9am 

Join this fun group and help to fix a breakfast  
for the folks at the Drop-in Center! 

Thursday Dinner—July 19 

Help and donations are always welcome!  
Let us know if you’d like to be on the email list  
to provide food and/or help serve this dinner. 

Peace Church Meals  
at CHUM Drop-in Center  
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Peace People and other Peace News 

Thank You! 
➢Thank you to those who provided special music 
for the month of June. Miles and Leon Rohrbaugh, 
Ian Connell, the choir, Melanie Sever, Rachel 
Peterson, Daniel Pospisil, Susan Larson Kidd, Matt 
Prois, Nathan Holst, Tom Wilkowske. 

➢Our Children’s Ministry Team for the delicious 
breakfast for our high school graduates and their 
families on June 3. 

➢To all who helped with the meal after Elaine 
Augustad’s service: Nettie Bothwell, Tim Peters, 
Kay and Bob Stevens, Loni Cran-Hovis, Marge 
Anderson and Jerry Cleveland, Denise Hamsher, 
Denise Perry, Lynn Devlin, Cindy Macaulay, Judy 
Siegle, Carrie Plamann, Charlotte Frantz and 
others. And a big thank you to all who baked bars 
for the service—if your bars weren’t used at the 
funeral, know that they were greatly appreciated at 
the monthly Chum dinner that Peace Church 
serves! 

➢There are members of this church who work 
quietly behind the scenes to help make this place 
we love run smoothly.  One of these folk is Denise 
Perry.  For many years she headed the group that 
maintained the garden in the "backyard." The 
garden has annually produced many hundred 
pounds of food for the CHUM food shelf. Denise 
recently turned the leadership role over to Elise 
Courtright. To honor her for her years of service,  
an ad hoc joint meeting of the property and finance 
committees presented her with the first ever golden 
trowel award inscribed with appropriate thanks. 
(Actually a trowel spray painted gold and written on 
with a sharpie.) Many thanks Denise for all you 
have done and continue to do. 

➢Thank you to Warren Post for picking up two 
yards of compost for the Peace garden. 

➢Thank you to Dick Goese for growing flowers for 
the planters. And to Elise Courtright for planting all 
five planters, at both our upper and lower doors. 

➢Thank you to David Courtright for repairing and 
rebuilding our garden beds. 

➢Thank you to all the garden committee members 
who donated seeds and plants and helped plant the 
garden: Dick Goese, Erika Henkel, Carrie Plamann, 
Denise Perry, Lynn Watson, David Clark, Bob and 
Kay Stevens, and Elise Courtright. 

➢Thanks to Dick Goese, Max Proetz, Ed Proetz, 
Dennis Hamsher, Linda Goese and John Hoivik for 
chopping A LOT of rhubarb for the CHUM Rhubarb 
Festival. 

➢Thanks to Kate Nicoletti, Jo Johnson, Cathy 
Ameel, Pat Sjoding, Beth Bartlett, Lynn Lanier, 
Lynn Devlin, Denise Hamsher, Kay Stevens and 
Linda Goese for making 48 pies for the CHUM 
Rhubarb Festival.      

Sympathy 
➢To the family of Judy Macklin. Pastor Kathy officiated 
at her service on June 2 at First UCC of Hackensack. 
Judy was part of our congregation when she moved to 
Duluth to be near her children. She was the nurse and 
eventually the director at Camp Courage North for 
many, many years. Pastor Kathy grew up knowing her 
and her children in her home church in St. Louis Park. 

➢To Toni Kasell, Peace Church bookkeeper, on the 
death of her father Dominic Messina. A funeral service 
was held for him on Sunday, June 17, at Peace 
Church with Pastor Kathy and Dominic’s brother, Rev. 
Mike Messina, officiating.  

➢To the family of Elaine Augustad whose memorial 
service was held at Peace Church on June 18. Thank 
you to all the Peace folks who helped out! Several 
years back, Pastor Kathy interviewed Elaine for our 
monthly column called Voices for Justice. Kathy recalls 
that, “We sat at her kitchen table and over a cup of 
coffee she told me some of her story. Elaine has been 
an active member of Peace Church since 1969. Her 
very first Sunday Peggy Maske told her she had to 
help with coffee since they were short handed and so 
she did. She’s been caring for our people ever since. 
She said, ‘When I go to church I feel love and people 
that care about one another. It feels like arms holding 
you close.’ We certainly need love and caring at this 
time.”   

Despite feeling ill, Elaine prepared dessert and cookies 
for the June Peace Bell folding. When she did not 
show up that day, Joan Severson called to check on 
her. Elaine still wanted to bring the treats, but instead 
Marg Paulson drove to her house to pick up the treats 
and make sure she was okay.  

A few days later as Kathy sat with Elaine in the 
emergency room, they talked about that dessert and 
Elaine explained how to make it. She used pineapple 
juice and tapioca and vanilla pudding—no wonder that 
fruit salad was so good! And then Elaine reminded 
Kathy again to make sure her memorial service was 
joyful and to end it with Some Glad Morning. In her 
hospital room they sang it together. Loud and clear 
she sang, “Some glad morning when this life is oer, I’ll 
fly away, to that home on God’s celestial shore…” We 
give thanks for Elaine, who trusted God and loved us 
all with her whole heart. 

CHUM Church is an inclusive faith community, 
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Peace People (continued), CHUM, Community Events 

Chum Church Worship 
Chum Church worship service will be held Sunday, 
July 8 at Peace UCC. Pre-worship gathering is at 
4:00pm, worship at 4:35, and supper is served at 
5:15pm. Chum Church is a faith-based community 
which intentionally includes people with disabilities. 
For more information, contact: Sue Anderson,  
740-2498 or sanderson@chumduluth.org.  

Keep in Your Prayers 
➢Nat Hawley home after a long stay at the U of M 
hospitals for treatment for her cancer. 

➢Deloris Thompson at Marywood on hospice. 

➢Marci Tuggle recovering from surgery. 

➢Phyllis Mead who was hospitalized and had surgery 
to place a defibrillator. 

Congratulations 
➢Penelope Waldoch, baptized on June 17. Penelope 
is the daughter of Brian and Bri Waldoch and the 
granddaughter of Angie Miller. 

➢Celeste and Eric Brandt on the birth of their 
daughter, Amay, on June 8.   

➢To Mike Karstens and Holly Sorenson on their 
marriage on June 23 at Brighton Beach.  

➢To Angie Miller on her retirement as Executive 
Director of Community Action Duluth. 

➢To Cindy Macaulay on receiving the Woman Today 
Magazine’s “Silent Advocate” award (for a woman 
who “works silently, tirelessly serving her community 
and neighbors”). See the June/July issue of The 
Woman Today for the write-up on Cindy. 

Memorials 
Thank you for the following memorials to Peace 
Church. In memory of Dave Pearson from Rev. 
William & Susan Sass and Andrea Gelb for gifts to 
our Sanctuary Fund. In memory of Dominic Messina 
from Lorraine Anderson. In memory of Elaine 
Augustad from Ken & Mary Wergeland, Marian 
Jensen, Susan Goltz, Janell & Gary Kohls, Denise 
Perry, Denise and Dennis Hamsher, Marg Paulson, 
Nettie Bothwell, Carol & Joseph Crowe, Nancy 
Cameron, and Joan Severson. 

Pink Scarves for Cancer Awareness 

Please consider knitting a pink scarf, or more than 
one. The scarves will be joined with the already 
completed 680 foot scarf and hung in the narthex in 
October for Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 
Instructions for knitting a scarf are available in the 
office, or contact Linda Goese goese@chartermi.net 

“There Always, Something Sings” Concert, 
Tuesday, July 31, 7 PM at Weber Music Hall 

Tenor Matt Peckham (East High School, 2008) and 
Soprano Angela Born will present a concert of 21

st
 

century music on the theme of religious division and 
unity.  The concert is in collaboration with Paul 
Winchester, who grew up in Peace Church, and 
whose “Five Pillars,” which uses Bible verses to 
show the unity among Islam, Christianity, and 
Judaism, will be performed.  No tickets are 
needed, though a suggested donation of $10-20 is 
appreciated. 

Family to Family Classes 

If you have a family member or friend living with  
a serious mental illness, consider attending the  
Family -to-Family class offered this fall. This is a free 
course taught by trained family members and offered 
by NAMI-Duluth (National Alliance on Mental Illness). 
Families gain insight and information to empower and 
support themselves and their loved ones.  

6-8:30pm on Tuesday evenings, Sept. 18–Nov. 27 

Birch Tree Center, 4720 Birch Tree Road, Duluth 

For Information or to register:  218-409-6566 or email 
namiduluth@gmail.com.  

Living Well with Diabetes Workshop  

Tuesdays, July 10, 17, 24, 31, Aug. 7 and 14,  
1-3pm at Blue Cross Blue Shield Retail Center,  

425 W Superior St #1060   
The Arrowhead Area Agency on Aging is sponsoring 
this workshop, which guides people with Type 2 
diabetes to develop lifestyle strategies to improve 
overall well-being. Participants learn practical 
techniques to manage symptoms like fatigue, pain, 
hyper/hypoglycemia and stress; as well as how to 
work effectively with family and health providers.  

Open to adults with Type 2 diabetes or pre-diabetes, 

family members and caregivers. To register, visit 
www.yourjuniper.org or call/email: Katey Fornear at 
218-529-7531 or kfornear@ardc.org This class is 
offered free of charge through the support of Blue 
Cross Blue Shield Minnesota.  

The CHUM Food Shelf at 120 N. 1st Ave. West is in desperate need of volunteers! Available 
shifts are on Wednesdays and Fridays, from 10 a.m. - Noon, and Noon - 2 p.m. This meaningful 

opportunity has direct contact with clients, interviewing them about their needs, and helping them shop for food. 
It's a fun way to help others! Use your computer savvy and data entry skills to volunteer in the CHUM business 
office. All training provided to enter gifts, update database, produce reports, etc. Call 727-2391. 

Monroe Crossing Concert—Friday August 3 
7pm at Peace Church 

mailto:namiduluth@gmail.com
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July Volunteer Schedules 

Monday Meals at  
Dorothy Day House  
(1712 Jefferson) 

  July 2 Volunteer needed 

  July 9 Terese Tomanek 

July 16 Veronica Gaidelis-Langer 

July 23 Deb Cooper 

July 30 Melissa Boyle 

Damiano Soup Kitchen 
Sunday July 8 

1:30pm: Craig & Jeanie Peterson, 
Brenda Steele, Bridget Reistad, 
Annette Strom, Cindi Butcher 

4:20pm: Tom & Kim Heinitz,  
Huber family 

Nursery 
 July 1 Laura Greensmith 

 July 8 Karola Dalen 

July 15 Brandon Neblett 

July 22 Karen Sheldon 

July 29 Danielle Donovan 

Coming up — August 
Coordinators: 

Loni Cran-Hovis, 590-9255 

Stewart & Ginny Cran, 727-7794 

Marlis Cran, 722-7264 

 

Nat & Lisa Brown, 218-310-0564 

Hope & Ian Connell, 618-751-0279 

Jill & John Doberstein, 522-0595 

Lyndsay & Kurt Guidinger, 391-7886 

Tom & Kim Heinitz, 727-9422 

Julie & Mickey MacKenzie, 392-9027 

Jan & Mike Nugent, 728-4315 

Bilin Tsai & Don Poe, 728-1527 

Barb & Greg Rupert, 721-3440 

Carl & Pat Sjoding, 525-0146 

Connie Schwegman, 730-7654 

Cheryl Walsh, 525-4129 

Coffee Hour Teams 

July Schedule 
Coordinators: 

Lyn Clark Pegg (218-348-3048) 
& Pam Kramer (218-349-4770) 

July Coffee Hour is in the Narthex 

between services. Please arrive 

for set up at 8:45am and for 

serving at 10am, with 3 doz. treats 

July 1 

Set-up/Serve: Lisa Messerer 

Serve/Clean-up: Lisa Messerer 

July 8 

Set-up: Ann Sudoh, Denise 

Hamsher 

Serve/Clean-up: Volunteer needed 

July 15 

Set-up: Gretchen Karstens & 

daughters 

Serve/Clean-up: Angie Miller 

July 22 

Set-up: Laurie Trottier 

Serve/Clean-up: Laura Tonkin 

July 29 

Set-up: Linda & Dick Goese 

Serve/Clean-up: Volunteer 

needed 

Sunday July 1 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Lynn Lanier 

Ushers: Denise & Dennis Hamsher 

10:30 service 

Lay Leader: Betty Greene 

Greeters: Ellyn Wiens, Ellen Shelhon,  
Angie Miller 

Ushers: Tim Peters, John Moeller,  
Diane & Mike Swanoski 

Sunday July 8 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Dick Goese 

Ushers: Kay & Bob Stevens 

10:30 service 

Lay Leader: John Pegg 

Greeters: Kim Kruger & family 

Ushers: Tim Peters, Julie MacKenzie,  
John Moeller, Nettie Bothwell 

Sunday July 15 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Bill Simpson 

Ushers: Jim & Cindy McLean 

Sunday July 15 

10:30 service 

Lay Leader: Gretchen Karstens 

Greeters: Anne Skwira-Brown, Claudia Gagnon 

Ushers: Tim Peters, Judy Siegle, Jen Pearson,  
Lisa Brown 

Sunday July 22 

8:30 service: Taizé service—no Ushers, no Lay Leader 

10:30 service 

Lay Leader: Penny Cragun 

Greeters: Lori Williams, Heather Muster, Elsie Cook 

Ushers: Tim Peters, Loni Cran-Hovis,  
Chris & Tom Day 

Sunday July 29 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Mike Schrage 

Ushers: Rick Morgan, Volunteer needed 

10:30 service 

Lay Leader: Erica Henkel 

Greeters: Katey Fornear, Jill Bugbee, Bill DeRoche 

Ushers: Tim Peters, Cindy Macaulay, Ellen Shelhon, 
Marlis Cran 

Many thanks to all 
our volunteers! 

More helpers needed for  
August Coffee Hour! 

Are you able to help out for  
one Sunday in August? 
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Peace United Church of Christ 
1111 North 11th Avenue East 
Duluth, MN 55805 
 
(218) 724-3637 
www.peaceucc.org 
E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 

 

Non-profit  
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PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF    
Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Ministries:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Kelli Farell 

Visitation:  Cheryl Walsh 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation: Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, and Rev. John Szarke 

  

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY—9am-3pm, PHONE:  218-724-3637 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Kathy:  knelson@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org  

Jim: jim@peaceucc.org  Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org   Kelli: kelli@peaceucc.org 

    Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org    Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 

Tim Peters: tim.peters@peaceucc.org 
  

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events, please email the office. 

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


