
  

 

JANUARY 2019 

Annual Congregational Meeting   
Sunday, January 27 at 11:30am  

in the Sanctuary 

    Join us for a very important 

congregational meeting during which we 

will approve our 2019 Operating Budget 

(copies will be available 2 weeks prior). 

2019 Twin Ports  MLK Tribute  
Inter-Faith Service  

January 20, 4-6pm in Peace UCC 
sanctuary 

Join us as we celebrate our varied 
communities of faith supporting Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King's message. The Inter-
Faith worship service will be held at Peace 
UCC church  
4-6 pm, Sunday January 20th. Rev Tracey 
Gibson,  St Mark AME, will be leading us. 

    Some of the highlighted voices will 
include Dr. Jerel Benton, Director of 
Equity, Diversity and Inclusivity at UWS, 
Rabbi David Steinberg, Ricky Defoe, 
Native Elder, and the Wayman A.M.E. 
Men's Chorus.   

We will surely break bread and birthday 
cake together following the service. 

Peace Winter Retreat at Wolf Ridge Learning Center — February 8-10, 2019  

Mark your calendar! Call the church office now to sign-up for Winter Retreat at Wolf 
Ridge Environmental Learning Center, on Friday, February 8 through Sunday, February 
10, 2019! Cost is $137.75 per person for the whole week-end. Children 4 years of age 
and younger are free. Scholarships available on a sliding fee scale (up to half the cost). 
Call or e-mail the Peace office now to reserve your family’s place.100 people. Payments 
will be due in the Peace office on Monday, February 4, 2019. 

Playing together is an awesome way to grow in faith and Winter Retreat is a great 
place to do it. Wolf Ridge will do the outdoor programming and Nathan will coordinate 
the faith programming and music. It’s a great place to develop life-long connections with 
other families in Peace  We have space to accommodate Church. 

Our hope is that when Peace’s children are wrapped in Blessing Blankets on high 
school graduation Sunday, they will have deep roots in a church family where they 
learned to Praise God, Live in the Way of Jesus, and work toward Beloved Community—roots from which their 
faith will grow and continue to sustain them. Join us for time together of life-changing memory making at Peace 
Winter Retreat! 

Annual Peace Artist’s Cabaret 
Saturday January 26 at 7pm 
Peace Church Sanctuary 

Please join us for the annual Peace Church Cabaret! It will be 
a fun and entertaining evening of performances by various 
artists!  

Special treats will be provided by the Food and Fellowship 
Team. Suggested donation is $10 for those who are able. 

Dedication of our Sanctuary Space 
Sunday, January 20 at 11:30am 

followed by lunch and salsa dancing! 
The remodeling is finished, and we now have a bedroom 

and living room for someone in need of sanctuary as they 
pursue legal status. We also have a shower, room for a washer 
and dryer, and a brand new youth room! Many thanks to all the 
volunteers who worked so hard on the remodel, and to all who 
contributed funds to make this possible. 

See more 

pictures of the 

Peace Children’s 

Pageant on 

page 9. 
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From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 

On December 7
th
 we held a memorial service for Virginia Nelson, a long-time 

member of our congregation. It would have been Virginia’s 103 birthday that day. One 
thing I loved about Virginia was her smile—it captured you. And she had this wonderful 
sense of humor. She’d catch you off-guard with it, like she did on one of the last times I 
visited her on Park Point. She was so excited to tell me how she was one of the people 
honored at the centenarian celebration that was part of Duluth’s 2018 Senior Expo. 
She said, “Kind of great getting a party for being lucky enough not to die.”  

She had such a long life, a life filled with stories—both difficult and wonderful 
stories. She truly knew the joy and pain of living. Virginia loved a good story. She was 
such an avid reader–still reading even when she was over 100 years old. We would 
talk about what books she was reading, and sometimes she shared articles with me. 
She kept a log of every book she read and the first line from each. She had over 4,500 
books at one point. She and her best friend Joan Hendrickson often went to rummage sales just for the books. 

Virginia had been a member of this church since the 1950s. She and her husband Ed were such an 
important part of this place and people. They helped to build the church when this congregation moved up the 
hill to our current spot. They both put many hours into the construction, and following their son Philip’s death at 
age 11 they created the fireplace in our Fireside Room in his honor. Their hearts were broken open in love 
toward others. I also remember the stories from Virginia how at Christmas time they would put up the huge 
nativity scene on the hill by the bell tower that they had made from plywood. Their faith was concrete—they 
loved in very real ways. Ed made sure two openly gay men, Alfred and Ken, who were visiting our congregation 
in the 1960s, felt welcome. They did, and they stayed for many, many years. The story goes that Ed walked over 
to a group of men who were uncomfortable with Ken and Alfred and said, “This is the church of Jesus Christ, 
everyone is welcome here. Got a problem with that?” 

I asked Greg Flint, one of our former pastors, to share a few memories of Virginia. He wrote, “In her 
Christmas card to us last year, Virginia wrote about Peace Church carolers crowding into the back kitchen to 
sing. She wrote that the singing was lovely and the smiles even better.” 

Oh, how many of us remember her “back kitchen” and can still smell the wonderful something Virginia had 
cooking on the wood burning stove. Somehow even a bad day became so much better in that kitchen graced by 
Virginia’s warm listening, nurturing presence. When you were in that kitchen with her, you knew you mattered to 
her. In that kitchen with Virginia, indeed anywhere with Virginia, she made time for you, just you. Which was and 
is astonishing given the sheer number of kids, grandkids, friends, neighbors and all of us who adopted and were 
adopted by Virginia. Our own children thought that Virginia and Ed actually were their “in town” grandparents. 

Countless stories could be told about this woman who lived with such grace, beauty, and love. This one 
comes to mind: One Sunday morning before Sunday School class, somehow 4-year-old Katy McQuinn’s teddy 
bear was flushed down the toilet. How that happened is likely still a church mystery. But Katy was distraught, 
and the toilet was overflowing. Well, Virginia rounded up Ed, who mopped the floor and removed the toilet to 
retrieve the stricken bear. Virginia then rushed home to wash and dry the soggy creature, and Katy got her bear 
back before the benediction. Whereupon Katy threw her arms around Virginia’s legs and said, “I will remember 
you forever!” I think Katy spoke for us all. 

We will remember Virginia forever. We will remember her stories, her love, and her smile. As I thought of her 
smile, I remembered a poem by Neva Thorn Perdue, entitled “At Dark’s Edge.” Perdue wrote, “and if I should 
slip away...a quiet exhalation in time...a moment welling up on the edge of always...trickling without sound or 
regret...into the darkness of new birth...and if I let go of your hand...forsaking the tenderness of flesh and eye for 
uncharted embrace...will you smile?” 

    Will you smile? Yes, Virginia, we will smile. For your smile 
now lives within us, and you live in the heart of God.  

    Peace friends ~ Pastor Kathy 

Music at Chum Christmas Dinner 

➢Many thanks to Cathy Carlson and her many helpers for 
the lovely Christmas dinner served at the CHUM Drop-in 
Center on Dec. 20th. Thanks to all who donated food and 
gifts, to Nettie Bothwell and the youth who filled 150 gift bags, 
and to Nathan, Jim and Daniel for the music. Also thanks to 
Northwoods Peace House for baking Christmas cookies for 
the party! 
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Sundays in January 

We continue to have two services on Sunday mornings, at 8:30am and 10:30am.  

At our 8:30 service, we share communion every Sunday. At our 10:30 service, we share communion the first 

Sunday of the month. The sermon and children’s time at both services is the same except for the fourth  

Sunday of each month when our 8:30 service is a Taizé Service (prayer, song, scripture, and meditation).  

Adult Forums Sunday mornings  
at 9:30am in the Fireside Room 

Our theme this year is “Belonging to Hope” 

Sunday, January 6 – Gary Boelhower will share 
several Epiphany stories, which are so important to 
our faith as we seek the light and reach out to those 
way beyond our borders. 

Sunday, January 13 – Donna Howard, long-time 
volunteer from the Loaves and Fishes Community, 
will talk about her work there. Donna was one of this 
year’s YWCA Women of Distinction for her many 
years of work in advocacy. 

Sunday, January 20 – Georgia Lane, member of 
Peace Church and employee of the Alzheimer's 
Association, will speak on being a dementia-friendly 
congregation. What Makes You a Dementia Friend? 
You become a Dementia Friend by attending a one-
hour informational session to learn about this 
worldwide movement, about living with dementia, and 
the simple things you can do to support someone 
living with the disease. 

What Happens at the Information Session? The one-
hour session is a discussion led by a Dementia 
Friends Champion. It is not a training session. You’ll 
learn what dementia is, what it’s like to live with the 
disease, and some tips for communicating with 
people who have dementia. Everyone who attends is 
asked to turn their new understanding of dementia 
into a practical action that can help someone living in 
your community. The action can be as big or as small 
as you choose—every action counts! 

Sunday, January 27 – Chaplain Liz Liebenstein will 
talk about her work at the Benedictine Health Care 
Center with people living with dementia. She will be 
joined by other chaplains also doing this work. 

Healing Prayer – January 27 The last Sunday of 
each month at 11:30am in the sanctuary  

Sundays in January  

Sunday, January 6 
Celebration of Epiphany 

Scripture: Isaiah 60:1–6 and Matthew 2:1–12 

Sermon by Dr. Gary Boelhower 

We will share communion at both services. The choir, 
and Jane Aas and the Peace Band will lead the music 
at our 10:30 service. 

Sunday, January 13 
First Sunday after Epiphany 

Scripture: Isaiah 43:1–7 and Luke 3:15–22 

Sermon by Nathan Holst, Faith Formation Minister 

Music by Nordic Fiddler Sara Pajunen 

Sunday, January 20 
Sanctuary Sunday 

Scripture: Isaiah 62:1–5 and John 2:1–11 

Sermon: “Extravagant Sign” 

Music by “Who’s Leon?” 

We will dedicate our new sanctuary space following 
the 10:30 worship service. We will celebrate with a 
special lunch and salsa dancing led by Juan and 
Kirsten Gonzalez.  

Sunday, January 27 
Third Sunday after Epiphany  

8:30 service is Taizé. 

Scripture: I Corinthians 12:12–31 and Luke 4:14–21 

Sermon: “Good News” 

Our Annual Financial Meeting will immediately follow 
the 10:30 service. 

Candle light on Christmas Eve 

Christmas Eve Drama       
        by Youth Group 
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Opportunities for Education and Reflection  

February Peace Bell Articles are due Monday  
January 21 (early copy welcome!) 

The Sunday Special 
Coffee Hour table January 13 

Next regular meeting—Sunday January 27  
at 11:30am in the Fireside Room 

We are a spiritual and social support group for 
individuals, families, caregivers, and workers who 
live and work with disabilities and special needs. 

Sunday, January 13 - a couple of tables will be 
reserved for us in the Fellowship Hall, after the 10:30 
service.  Grab some coffee, sit and share - this time 
will be another casual check in with each other.   

Sunday, January 27 - we will meet in the Fireside 
Room after the 10:30 service.  Our meeting will be 
on SELF CARE.  Light refreshments will be 
provided.   

Happy New Year!! 

Amy Sullivan & Penny Cragun 

Lenox Women’s Spiritual Life Group 
Monday January 21 at noon 

Lenox Place, 701 W. Superior St. Apt. 710  

Lunch is provided by Loni (a fabulous cook) and 
then Cheryl Walsh leads us in a time of devotions. We 
share great conversation and a time of deepening our 
relationships with one another and God. All women 
are welcome to join us ! 

Please call Cheryl Walsh (525-4129) or Pastor 
Kathy (724-3637) with questions, or if a ride is needed.  

Monday Women’s Book Group  
January 7 & 21 at 6:30pm  
in the Fireside Room 

The book for January is Roll of Thunder, Hear My 
Cry by Mildred Taylor. 

Meetings are held on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Mondays of 

the month. This book group is open to all women. 
New members always welcome! 

Peace Grief Support Group 

Sunday January 20 at 11:30am  
in the Chapel 

Facilitated by Chaplains Deborah Cooper & Gudrun Witrak 

“Like stars, 

 long after their deaths, 

 their light still finds me.” 

Please join us downstairs in the Chapel, following the 
10:30 service, on the third Sunday of the month. 
Questions? Call Deborah (218-728-2097). 

Beloved Community 
Sunday January 6 at 3pm 
in the Fireside Room 

We invite you to join us on the first Sunday of each 
month from 3:00-4:30pm as we gather for a time to 
center ourselves in music, story, prayer and language 
that is inclusive to all, remembering our connection to 
one another and to all that is, a place to come 
together to connect with one another through and 
with the Divine. 

In this special time we share a place of centering 
and renewal, a place of quiet and of sharing, and at a 
table where all are equally a part of the story. The 
place where there is no “other”. With your help, we 
will build this place together.  

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
Wednesday January 23  

at noon in the Fireside Room 
(the fourth Wednesday of the month) 
Bring your lunch; coffee and dessert provided.  

All are welcome! 

Men’s Breakfast 
January 10 & 24, 7am, New London Cafe  
Come to eat and converse at the New London 

Café, 4721 East Superior Street. We meet every 
other Thursday. All men are invited to attend. 

Memoir Writing 
Wednesdays January 23 & 30, February 6 & 13 

10:30am-noon in Conference Room 
Everyone has a story to tell! Written stories about 

your life is one of the best gifts you can give your 
children and grandchildren.  

Writing teacher/author Alice Marks invites you to 
join her for four sessions of memoir writing on 
Wednesday January 23 and 30, February 6 and 13 
from 10:30 to noon in the conference room. Call Alice 
at 651-283-5010 for more information and to sign up 
for this class. Sign-up sheet will also be available in 
the church narthex. 

Making Meaning Out of Malignancy 
Monday January 28 at 5:30pm 

We will gather again in the Fireside Room for chili 
supper and then we will share things that have 
helped on the cancer journey – poems, journals, 
books.  Julie Deters will end the session with a 
mindfulness exercise. 
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Groups, Gatherings, and Opportunities to Serve 

Third Tuesday Podcast Lunch 
Tuesday January 15 at noon  
in the Conference Room 

This month’s “On Being” Podcast is  

Mirabai Bush, Contemplation, Life, and Work 
“There is a calming, quieting, centering practice that 
leads to insight in every tradition.” 

Mirabai Bush works at an emerging 21st century 
intersection of industry, social healing, and diverse 
contemplative practices. Raised Catholic with Joan of 
Arc as her hero, she is one of the people who 
brought Buddhism to the West from India in the 
1970s. She is called in to work with educators and 
judges, social activists and soldiers. She helped 
create Google’s popular employee program, Search 
Inside Yourself. Mirabai Bush’s life tells a fascinating 
narrative of our time: the rediscovery of 
contemplative practices, in many forms and from 
many traditions, in the secular thick of modern 
culture. 

All are welcome, and sandwiches are provided, 

thanks to Nancy Carlson, who is also the inspiration 

behind and facilitator of this group.  

Peace Church Meals  
at CHUM Drop-in Center  

Wednesday Breakfast  
January 2, 16, & 30 at 9am 

Join this fun group and help to fix a breakfast for the 
folks at the Chum Drop-in Center  
(located at 1st Ave West and 2nd Street). 

Thursday Dinner—January 17 

   Help and donations for the dinner are always 
welcome! Let us know if you’d like to be on the email list 
to provide food and/or help serve. Call the church office 
at 218-724-3637. 

PALS (Peace Adults Learning and Socializing) 

Thursday January 31, 6-9pm  
Anthropology of our Area 

January PALS will be held at the Isernhagen home 
at 2318 Shore Drive, Duluth. Time is 6-9 pm with 
featured speaker Sue Mulholland on the archaeology 
of Northeast Minnesota. Covered will be  the Native 
American tribes over the last 1000 years and their 
way of life as developed from their ancestry and the 
geological changes of the region. Sue is interesting 
and highly knowledgeable.  

Donations of $5 each toward an honorarium will be 
welcome. Please bring an appetizer to share as that 
will be the food of the evening. Beverages will be 
served and you are welcome to bring your own 
libation  

Please RSVP to susanjisernhagen@gmail.com  

Future PALS event: 

Backstage at the NorShor, February 28  

Looking Ahead 
Men’s Retreat — March 1-3, 2019 

Our annual Men's Retreat will be held March 1-3 
at the Clearwater Forest Retreat Center. The 
facility near Deerwood MN is a great place to gather, 
relax, share some moments of reflection, and enjoy 
some good food.  

The cost for the weekend is $90. You are 
welcome to come for only part of the weekend if this 
best fits your schedule, with the cost prorated. 
Scholarship help is available. Questions or 
suggestions can be directed to Dick Goese, Nathan 
Holst, or Jerry Cleveland. A sign-up sheet is 
available in the narthex or conctact Nathan Holst at 
nathan@peaceucc.org.  

A Note from Nancy Nelson in the Church Office: 

Lost & Found and Member Exchange  

Have you ever lost track of a mitten, reading 
glasses, or your travel mug and wondered if you 
might have left it at Peace Church? Any time you’ve 
left something behind at the church, don’t forget to 
check our Lost and Found baskets, located on the 
shelves in the church narthex. You can also call the 
church office and ask if your item has been turned in. 

In addition to Lost and Found, we have a basket 
labeled “Member Exchange.” This is where you can 

drop off books or other 
items for someone else to 
pick up. Just remember that 
any time you leave 
something in the Member 
Exchange basket, you need 
to contact the person who 
the item is for and let them 
know where to find it.  

A note from Amena Cristavao in East Timor 

Dear Peace Church,  

I hope all of you are doing great. Keep up the great 
work for God by praying and supporting people who 
need your help. I have gone to different churches in 
East Timor and I feel like Peace Church is the best 
place for me. I keep thinking of the love you have 
shared through Wednesday meals, praying for friends 
and families who were sick, great people talking to me 
with great smiles, picking me up from LSC and so on. 
Thank you so much for your help with my study. I will 
keep you all in my prayers. God Bless You All!  A big 
hug from East Timor to you.  

Love, Amena 
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First Year Confirmation—9th Graders 
The First Year Confirmation Class meets on the first 
and third Wednesdays of each month from  
7–8:15pm in the Fireside Room.  

January 2:  The Gospel of Mark, Chapters 1 and 2  

January 16:  The Gospel of Mark, Chapters 3 and 5  

Second Year Confirmation—10th Graders 
The Second Year Confirmation Class meets on the 
second and fourth Wednesdays of each month 
from 7–8:15pm in the Fireside Room 

January 9:  A look at the work and life of  Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King and racial justice work today.   

January 23:  Jesus, teacher and healer.  

Looking Ahead: 

Both classes are invited to be part of an Urban 
Immersion Weekend March 15–17 in Minneapolis! 
More info on this and the Summer Work Camp in 
Denver (July 22-August 2) on the following page. 

Wednesday Activities 

Wednesday Activity Schedule  
4:45-5:30: Kids’ Choir / Kids’ Yoga (see schedule) 

5pm: Centering Prayer in Chapel (4:30 Info) 

5:30-6pm: Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 

6-7pm: Bible Study in the Fireside Room 

6-7pm on January 23 & 30: Inquirers Class in Fireside 
Room (Bible study in Conference Room) 

6-7:15pm: Kids’ Club in the  
Lakeview Classroom (2nd-5th graders) 

6-7:30pm: Middle School Youth Group  
in the New Youth Room 

6:15pm: Adult Choir in the Music Room 

7-8:15pm: Confirmation in the Fireside Room 

Childcare is provided in the Nursery from 6 to 7:30pm. 

Centering Prayer in Chapel 
Wednesdays 5-5:30pm (4:30 info session) 

Centering Prayer is a modern Christian 
contemplative prayer practice, or a method of 
meditation. All the major faith traditions have 
recognized and placed a high value on the 
transforming power of meditation. Its purpose is to 
learn to open ourselves to God’s extraordinary love 
in ordinary, daily life. All are welcome to join in this 
time of quiet meditation. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
6pm in the Conference Room 

Join Pastor Kathy and Rev. Bob Stevens on 
Wednesday evenings, reading the Gospel lesson for 
the coming Sunday using the Lectio Divina method. 
Lectio Divina is listening for the still, small voice of 
God that speaks to us. No prior biblical knowledge 
needed! We close with prayer, each praying for the 
person on his or her right. Join us as we practice this 
ancient and yet very relevant method of Bible study. 

Wednesday Dinner Menu 
We can always use help for prep at 4pm, and for 

clean-up after the meal. Let us know if you can help! 

January 2:  Spaghetti both meat and meatless 

January 9:  Company's Coming Chicken and 
Company's Coming Tofu 

January 16:  Chili, meat and meatless, with 
grilled cheese 

January 23:  Stir Fry  

January 30:  Papa Murphy's Pizza 

Kid’s Club for 2nd-5th graders! 
6:00pm to 7:15pm Wednesdays 

            Lakeview Classroom 
    Join Children’s Ministry Coordinator Kelli after 
Wednesday dinner to find how our faith works in our 
lives. We’ll be playing games, making crafts, having 
book club, and playing Legos…all while making new 
friends!  

January 2:  Book Club—The Mysterious Howling  
(The Incorrigible Children of Ashton Place Series #1) 
by Maryrose Wood.  

January 9:  Crafts 

January 16:  Legos 

January 23:  Games 

January 30:  Crafts 

6-7:30pm—Kids 1st grade and under are welcome in 
the nursery with Childcare staff, Meghan, where they 
may play board games, Legos, or enjoy free play. Kids’ Choir and Yoga Schedule 

Kids’ Choir will be on the 1st and 3rd & 5th  
Wednesdays from 4:45-5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
(January 2, 16 & 30). Kids will sing the second 
Sunday of the month (January 13) at the 10:30 
service. If you have any questions, please contact 
Susan Larson Kidd at susan.larsonkidd@drslk.com or 
(218) 722-7972 or Kelli Farell at church, 724-3637, or 
kelli@peaceucc.org.  

Kids’ Yoga will be on the 2nd Wednesday from 
4:45-5:30 p.m. in the front of the Sanctuary (January 
9 & 23). Please bring a yoga mat or towel and wear 
comfy clothing. If you have any questions, please 
contact Elise Courtright at (218) 428-3881 or 
courtrightelise@gmail.com or Kelli Farell (see above). 
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 Nathan’s Column     

    With the full swirl of 
Christmas holidays 
behind us, we enter a 
New Year and take a 
deep breath.  Yet 
another year gone by, 
filled with joys and 

struggles, and a new year ready to take shape, 
pregnant with possibilities.  What changes await this 
next chapter?  What doors will open, and which 
ones will close?  What opportunities might emerge 
to follow what brings us most alive? 

I love beginnings and endings.  For me, they are 
often chances to look back, reflect on what I’ve 
learned, and set my course again for the next part of 
the journey.  And I believe they are an important part 
of spiritual life, even if we each have our own way of 
marking the transitions.  I had a mentor some years 
ago who would take a retreat twice a year—she 
would carve out a long weekend just for herself for 
some quiet journaling and sabbath space, and she 
would get her bearings on her intentions for the next 
six months.  It was her way of tracing where the 
Spirit was working in her life and listening to the 
small nudges of her own calling.  She had a full and 
busy life like most of us, often on the edge of 
burnout, but her retreats were her faithful practice of 
discovering what brought her most alive in each 
season of life, and helped her follow in the way of 
Jesus, the way of love. 

This month, as you mark the transition of the new 
year in your own way, I want to share one of my 
favorite poems, which is both about reflection and 
calling.  

The Clearing, by Martha Postlewait 

Do not try to save 

the whole world 

or do anything grandiose. 

Instead, create a clearing 

in the dense forest of your life 

and wait there 

patiently, 

until the song  

that is your life 

falls into your own cupped hands 

and you recognize and greet it. 

Only then will you know 

how to give yourself 

to this world  

so worthy of rescue. 

I end with the questions that some of us reflected 
on in our small group sessions on calling in 
December here at Peace.  May they help you 
continue the work of discovering what brings you 
alive and courageously follow the nudges of the 
Spirit:  How do you create a clearing in the midst of 
your life?  What do you hold in your hands today?  

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in” 

 ~Lenard Cohen 

January Youth Group  
Wednesdays 6-7:30pm  

It’s a New Year and that means a whole lot more 
great times at youth group!  We’ve got a trip 
coming up to Giant’s Ridge on January 25-26, so 
if you haven’t signed up yet, let Nathan Holst know 
(nathan@peaceucc.org).   

In weekly youth group, we’ll be focusing on 
leading up to the MLK weekend events, and 
connecting the incredible Black-led Freedom 
Movement (Civil Rights Movement) to our faith.   As 
always, we start with check in and end with prayer 
and gaga ball.  Don’t miss this great space of 
connection and fun—join us on Wednesday nights 
from 6pm-7:30pm in the New Youth Room 
(downstairs at the end of the Fellowship Hall) for 
some awesome times!   

Two Service Learning Opportunities  
for Our  Senior High Youth 

Urban Immersion in Minneapolis 
Friday, March 15 – Sunday, March 17  

Urban Immersion Service Retreats (UISR) is a 
program of the Greater Minneapolis Council of 
Churches that creates and facilitates retreats focused 
on educating participants about the complexities of 
poverty through a lens of faith and service in their 
community.  

We will stay at a Retreat Center on Chicago Ave. 
and Lake Street.  The staff lead us through a variety of 
activities for learning and reflection.  We spend 
Saturday working in various service agencies in the 
Twin Cities with time for reflection that evening.  On 
Sunday we will worship with Park Avenue United 
Methodist Church and then return home.   

Cost is $100 with scholarships available on a sliding 
fee scale. Sign up by February 1.  

Summer Work Camp with DOOR in Denver, CO 
July 27- August 3    

Discover is DOOR's short term mission trip/service-
learning program that includes time for service, 
learning, and reflection.  

Discover groups work out of the Lincoln/La Alma 
neighborhood, a working class neighborhood filled with 
schools, street art/murals, and an arts district. Although 
this neighborhood is thriving in many ways, it is not 
immune to the issues of poverty, police brutality, and 
low performing schools. We invite you to celebrate the 
assets of our city, gain a broader perspective on the 
roots of these issues, and grow a passion to make a 
change and bring heaven to earth, through love and 
justice. 
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Sunday School 
January Affirmations 

January 6th—What I believe in my 
heart is what I show in my actions. 

January 13th, 20th, and 27th—As I 
ask questions and try to understand, 
my heart and mind stay open. 

Thank You! 
A big thank you (with a hug!) to the 

tremendous volunteers who helped to 
make such a delightful Christmas 
pageant: our Sunday School teachers, 
Pat Nelson, Anne Skwira-Brown, Elise 
Courtright, Jenn Moses, Diane 
Swanowski, and Amy Westbrook; our 
middle schoolers, Mary Karstens, Taylor 
Wilcox, Bergen Hubley, and Kiana 
Langdon-Larson; the many parents and 
others, including Rebecca Holmstrom, 
Holly Bowen-Bailey, Jessica Olson, 
Sylvie Bowen-Bailey, Katey Fornear, 
and Veronica Gaidelis-Langer, and 
many more; and the very talented Jim 
Pospisil.   

A special thank you to Dave 
Courtright for the new handmade 
donkey that graced the pageant stage.  

Hey Kids!  
Sunday School classes start again 

on January 6
th

! Join us for singing, 
stories, crafts, games and friends at 9:30 
on Sunday mornings in the sanctuary. 
Ages 3 and up are welcome; come any 
Sundays you can! We separate by age 
after the opening in the sanctuary. 
Classes end at 10:25 a.m. and parents 
can pick their kids up in their 
classrooms: preschoolers (ages 3 and 4) 
in the nursery, kindergarten and 1

st
 

graders in the Lakeside classroom, 2
nd

 
and 3

rd
 graders in the East Timor room, 

and 4
th
 and 5

th
 graders in the Mindanao 
Room.  Registration 
forms are on the 
Children’s Ministry table 
(outside the sanctuary) 
and in the office. 

Kelli and Nathan  
with Stories for All Ages 

on Christmas Eve.  

We are blessed to have 
so many kids! 

Kelli’s Column / Sunday School News 

With January upon us, we’re often analyzing our personal 
habits and goals, deciding what to improve and what to let go.  
When I tried to explain this custom to my kids last year, I was hit 
with a myriad of questions about why someone would want to do 
this.  After much explanation, I suggested they try one resolution 
and later asked what they wanted to try.  I was promptly met with 
the answer from my youngest, “I will go to bed good tonight.” 

Ah, if only our resolutions were for just one day!  In any case, 
trying to explain that this was for the whole year felt pointless; why 
would they want to do anything differently?  That would be what 
mommy or daddy wanted, not them.  (Left to their own devices, 
they would probably resolve to eat more candy!) 

This year I’m going to try a new approach: family resolutions.  
We are going to come up with one resolution for our whole family 
to try together, and through a little subversive parental-guided-
democracy, maybe it can help us live out the path of Jesus a little 
more fully.  This past month’s affirmation, “What I believe in my 
heart is what I show in my actions,” can be challenging to stick to 
when you’re battling to get kids to bed, homework done, chores 
finished, or out the door.  Balancing those times with intentional 
space for showing love and laughter seems fitting. 

A few possible ideas for your family to try might include things 
such as getting outside and appreciating God’s natural gifts more 
often. Forest-bathing is actually prescribed medicine in some 
Eastern healthcare practices; the benefits are scientifically 
demonstrated to include such benefits as increasing immune 
systems, reducing stress, improving focus, and improving sleep.   
(www.shinrin-yoku.org) 

Another idea that really fits well with our faith practices is 
practicing gratitude.  Most of us could do with a healthy 
dose of positivity during these often-dark times.  Robert 
Emmons, a leading gratitude researcher, confirms that 
gratitude effectively increases happiness and reduces 
depression.  Another study shows practicing gratitude 
increases our sensitivity and empathy toward others 

and decreases our desire for revenge. 
(www.psychologytoday.com) 

Additionally, creating a family game night is a great way to 
enjoy one another’s company and deepen the bond and love with 
your kids.  So many parts of parenting are difficult and emotional, it 
can be easy to get mired down in the yucky stuff.  No matter how 
much you love your kids, if you’re always locked in power 
struggles, it can be more difficult to appreciate the gifts they have.  
Focusing on fun, laughter, and togetherness will allow space to 
show warmth and love, enjoy their company, put down electronic 
devices, and start talking to one 
another. 

There are so many other ideas: 
reading together regularly, working 
on a project together, trying a new 
vegetable together once a week…
anything is possible.  Unlike personal 
resolutions, family resolutions feel 
like positive plans rather than 
behavior corrections; they are all 
ideas I could look forward to rather 
than feel anxious about.  
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Advent & Christmas Memories 
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Team and Committee Meetings 

Stewardship Team:  
Thursday January 3 
5:30pm in the Conference Room 

Children’s Ministry Team:  
Tuesday January 8 
5:30pm in the Conference Room 

Worship & Arts Committee:  
Tuesday January 8 
5:30pm in the Sanctuary 

History Team:  
Wednesday January 9 
10am-12pm in the Heritage Room 

Shared Ministry Team:  
Wednesday January 9 
4:30pm in the Conference Room 

Property Team: 
Wednesday January 9 
6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Food & Fellowship Team:  
Wednesday January 9 
6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Finance Team:  
Wednesday January 9 
6pm in the Conference Room 

Dismantling Racism Team:  
Thursday January 10 
3:30pm in the Conference Room 

Acting for Justice Hub:  
Sunday January 13 
11:30am in the Fireside Room 

Adult Ed Team:  
Tuesday January 15 
3:30pm in the Conference Room 

Health and Wellness Team:  
Sunday January 20 
11:30am in the Conference Room 

Moderator’s Report and other Peace Church News 

Coordinating Council will meet Tuesday,  
January 15 at 7:00pm in the Conference Room 

We will be working hard on our 2019 budget.   Thanks to all 
who have turned in a pledge card so far.  This is a crucial part of 
the budgeting process.  

Based on your wonderful generosity, the Council has created a 
budget that reflects our real needs and our values. We are able to 
pay our staff fair wages, work toward greater justice in our 
community, worship with reverence and vitality, accompany young 
and old and everyone in between on their spiritual journey, and 
take care of our church home that provides the space and 
atmosphere to do all these good things. We will present this budget 
for your approval at the Congregational Meeting on January 27 
after the 10:30 service. It will be available for your review 
beforehand. Please plan to attend.  

In January we will also begin our Long-Range Planning 
Process. We are asking all members to fill out a 
Congregational Vitality Survey between January 6 and January 
27. This will be available online and in hard copy. Your input into 
the process is critical. We will use this data as the Council and 
other leaders gather for our Long-Range Planning Retreat on 
February 16. If you would like to take part in the retreat, please 
let the office know by Sunday, February 10. Thanks for being 
part of this amazing community. 

Gary Boelhower, Peace Church Moderator 

Stewardship Update  
“What Shall We Bring”  

    Thank you to everyone who has made a pledge for 
2019!! We have received 226 pledges for a total of $441,818.  

If you haven’t already returned your pledge, please drop it in 
the offering plate or mail it to the church (1111 N 11

th
 Ave East, 

55805). You can also email Toni our bookkeeper at 
Toni@peaceucc.org.  Thanks to our Stewardship Team for all 
their work on this year’s campaign.   

Spiritual Journey Team Update 
This team is continuing to interview Peace Church members 

Hi Peace family!  

Just wanted to send a brief update on how we’re doing in the 
spiritual journey corner of the world. First, and most importantly, I 
want you to know what an incredible privilege it is to have these 
conversations. Faith and deep yearnings are not the stuff of 
ordinary interactions, and that’s just what we want to hear 
about….so thank you! Despite the busy-ness of this season we will 
continue to sit down and chat, so if you’re called please consider 

saying ‘yes!’, and if you want to be interviewed please let the 
church office know.  

Have a blessed New Year! Cindy Macaulay 

Inquirers Classes  
Wednesdays, January 23 & 30 

6:00–7:00pm in the Fireside Room 
Come meet others who are new to 

Peace United Church of Christ and learn 
more about this congregation and the 
United Church of Christ. This is an 
important class for folks who are 
considering joining the congregation. 
Come to the Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm if 
you’d like to join us for supper. Childcare 
is provided. 

We will welcome new members on 
February 3 during worship. Let Pastor 
Kathy know if you are interested in 
joining. 
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Voices for Justice 

Voices for Justice    Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice.  We are energized and 

heartened by hearing each other’s stories.  Each month we share a brief story from members of our community, 
learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes.  If you would like to share your story, or 
want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office. Every story is a gift! 

Abbie Amundsen:  Honoring the Who and the Why — Politics, Justice, and Hope 

Elections and politics are important to Abbie Amundsen.  Maybe it’s 
partly because it’s been in the news a lot lately, but she wants to see a 
government where our leadership is reflective of who we are as a 
people.  Sometimes it feels like decisions are made for us, and the 
people don’t have the voice they deserve. 

Being in law class this semester during her senior year of high 
school has opened Abbie’s eyes to the flaws in our systems—for 
example how policing or the criminal justice system generally tie into our 
elections.  “When we know that one in three black men are incarcerated, 
you start seeing how that has broad effects on communities and 
families.  When we talk about elections, we can get caught up with the 
individual politicians, when we should focus on the effects of what they 
do on people.” 

Abbie also thinks about systems and connects the dots.  
“Immigration is an issue that gets politicized.  That’s when 
misinformation and fear come into play.  And then you can tie things 
together, and look at how high incarceration rates are related.  We turn 
prison issues into political talking points, but then the actual people get lost.”  For her, that’s where social justice 
comes in.  Social justice is about connecting with the people affected by policies and going back to the Who and 
the Why, instead of the What.  “It’s easy to say you’re for or against a broad topic, but harder to look at who is 
involved and affected.” 

Abbie sees politics as a place where problems can sometimes become worse, but also a place where they 
can be fixed.  She wants to help get people involved, to feel they can do something together.  Though she 

acknowledges the many problems facing us now, she’s inspired by the 
recent election of Ilhan Omar and the record number of women in public 
office.  She feels a sense of hope that people are getting more informed 
about issues, and is especially grateful for the Peace community, where 
we have a lot of people who care about the issues and people’s lives, 
rather than just party lines.   

   Grateful for her own experiences and education, Abbie would like to 
work to make sure people have similar opportunities for education, and 
a chance to really be informed.  She especially noted the importance of 
books and documentaries in her understanding of many different 
issues. 

   For Abbie, faith is connected to hope.  “Faith is a hopefulness and 
willingness to believe that things can work out.”  She has seen faith and 
justice connected particularly in the community here at Peace—
especially in conversations on work camp trips in the summer, “talking 
to the Warren’s and the Patty’s and seeing all the good people do that 
is centered in this community.” 

   Abbie’s inspiration comes from her family and friends.  She especially 
mentioned how inspired she is that her dad stepped out of a safer job 
track to do what he wanted to do, something he cares about.  Abbie 
said that through her parents’ example, she could take a different 

approach.  She’s also inspired by her friends who are really kind or dedicated to putting in time to groups that 
benefit the broader community.  One final quote Abbie shared came from a recent social media post by Sarah 
Holst (quoting Harriet Lerner): “If we only listened with the same passion that we feel about being heard.” 

Interviewed by Nathan Holst 

Abbie at Work Camp 

Abbie at Work Camp 
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Peace People  

Thank You! 
➢Thank you to those who provided special music for December. The choir, 
kids choir, the youth, Wendy Durrwachter, Nathan Holst, Susan Larson-
Kidd, Gudrun Witrak, Jennifer Boyle, the Peace Band, Sarah M. Greer, 
Regina Laroche, Darin Bergsven, Tom Pfotenhauer, Earl Salemink, Frost 
Bowen-Bailey, Henry Bray, Tim Carpenter, Madeline Carpenter, Daniel 
Pospisil, Crystal Kaczmarczyk, Rachel Peterson, Eva Reistad, Isabelle 
Schomberg, and Brita Larson. 

➢To our amazing Christmas elves—Cindy and Jim McLean. Every year 
they pick up a beautiful Christmas tree, put it up in the sanctuary and 
decorate it with peace doves and lights. They make our special solstice 
gathering happen each year, with fire, chocolate and Northern Exposure. 
And they make our Christmas Eve supper a festive event with lovely 
decorations, as well as serving the meal and cleaning up. 

➢To Cathy Ameel, for all of her cheerful help with the Christmas eve meal, 
and the New Year’s brunch on December 30. And to all the others who 
pitched in to help with these and other events. 

➢To Gary Boelhower and Jim Pospisil for creating this year’s Christmas 
Cantata, and to all the musicians and readers who contributed to the 
amazing service. 

➢“Dear Faithful Friends, Belated but sincere and heartfelt thanks from the 
family of Dick Eschbach for your friendship and support during and after his 
death.  You stayed by our sides, carried us through and lifted us up during 
this most difficult time. Thank you also for your generous memorial gifts 
given to Peace Church, Solvay Hospice and Rice Lake Volunteer Fire 
Department in his memory.  Peace be with you.  Jan Eschbach and Family” 

➢To the PALS Group from Chum Food Shelf director, Scott Van Daele: You 
guys are the best! Thank you for your contribution of 1212 pounds of food, 
including 55# of sugar, 500# of flour, 108# of coffee and 104# of hot 
chocolate. We operate our food shelf at three sites throughout Duluth, with 
one open each day Monday through Friday. Each month we serve between 
500 and 600 families. Your gift makes a difference!  

➢From Memorial Blood Center: Your blood drive is already helping patients 
in need. Blood donors are truly special people for giving of themselves so 
that others might live. We truly appreciate your efforts and please extend a 
big thank you to everyone who donated! Results: Registered 22; Deferred 
2; Drive goal 20; Units collected 21; Number of lives potentially saved 63! 

➢From the UCC Global Ministries: Sincere thanks for your recent gift to be 
used in its entirety to support the Mission Co-worker appointments of Tom 
and Monica Liddle.  

➢“Dearest Kathy, Thank you so much for the coats and other clothing. You 
are so wonderful to us Kathy. Thank you for always keeping us in your 
prayers. Program Facilitator at the St. Louis County Jail, Tamara S. Lenck 

➢Thank you to Maggie Scheibe for donating a bed to furnish our sanctuary 
space, and the family of Dominic Messina for donating a couch, lounge 
chair, and armoir. 

➢To all who brought gifts for Loaves and Fishes, Life House, Grandmothers 
for Peace, and Hildegard House. 

➢“Dear Friends at Peace Church, Thank you for 
including Life House on your giving tree once again this 
year. We are so grateful. You helped us make 
Christmas special for our youth, many of whom are 
struggling and don’t have any other community for the 
holidays. We appreciate your generosity! Thank you 
from the staff, board and youth of Life House.” 

➢To all who brought cookies for the St. Louis County 
Jail Christmas Party. 

Recycling Peace 
➢ Electric recliner in perfect condition – blue, bought 
at Schneidermans less than a year ago. Free—need 
to pick it up. Call Jan Nugent, 218-391-7448. 

➢Needed: Bed, couch, lamp, kitchen table, blankets 
and sheets. Call 218-409-9580, or 218-221-2393, if 
you are able to donate any of these items. 

Memorials 
Thank you for the donations in 
memory of Virginia Nelson, 
from Marlis Cran, Joan 
Severson, Dick & Linda Goese, 
Marg Paulson, Karen & Barrett 
Nelson, Ken & Mary 
Wergeland, Judith Volkers, and 
Lorraine Anderson.  

Keep in Your Prayers 
➢Those of our congregation 
being treated for cancer – Nat 
Hawley, Terri Shannon, Jerry 
Cleveland, Denise Hamsher, 
Jim Soderberg, Mary Caine 
Hafdahl and others. 

➢Bill Kehtel recovering from 
abdominal surgery. 

➢Marci Tuggle recovering from 
abdominal surgery. 

➢Joyce Riggle now living at the 
Franciscan Health Center on 
Park Point. 

➢Joe Machones in Chris 
Jensen Care Center because 
of muscle weakness.  

➢Mike Nugent who recently 
moved to the Veterans Home in 
Silver Bay.  

➢Tom Sharkey at Diamond 
Willow in Cloquet. 

➢Laurie Berner recovering from 
hip replacement surgery.  

Congratulations 
➢Chloe Bittner, daughter of Joy 
and Ben and granddaughter of 
Mike and Diane Swanoski who 
was baptized on Sunday, 
December 16. 

➢Keian Johnson, son of  
Minnie Dubla and Holly 
Johnson who was baptized on 
Christmas Eve.  
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This week’s reading is Mary’s Magnificat, a song of praise to 
the savior God who, in choosing Mary to be the mother of 
Christ, has “…looked with favor on the lowliness of his 
servant.”  Mary is beloved in the church for her humility and 
joyful submission to God’s will. But Mary is also a young woman 
of courage who strikes out, apparently alone, on a journey (1:39
-45).  In addition to her humility and courage, Mary is also a 
mystic.  She has an abiding inner sense of the meaning of her 
pregnancy.  She knows it means that God has already 
accomplished something that will turn the world upside down: 

“He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the 
proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  He has brought down the 
powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled 
the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.” 

We used this reading in our Advent candle liturgy last 
Sunday.  Appropriately, a young woman did the reading.  She 
was also one who played one of the main parts in a play that 
Monica wrote for our youth event this week.  The play was 
about two smart young women who make different choices in 
life.  One gets pregnant early and has an abusive, irresponsible 
partner.  By age 24, she has 4 kids and a life of domestic 
violence and poverty.  The other woman has a supportive, 
loving partner who wants her to go to school and fulfill her 
dream to be a doctor.  But this young woman’s mother thinks 
school is a waste of time.  She wants her to get married and 
start having children. “Jenny” takes a risk though.  She denies 
her mother and stays with her supportive partner while avoiding 

pregnancy.  In the end she 
makes it through medical 
school and has a 
successful life as a doctor.  

I think it’s fair to say that the 
youth who did the play had 
a transformative experience 
with it.  Monica gave them 
the basic script but they 
wrote their own lines based       
on their experience of what    
home life and social 

expectations are like in Timor-Leste. The play itself was a huge 
hit with everyone who saw it. Afterwards we divided into groups 
and discussed things like domestic violence, teen pregnancy 
and, well, how to choose a decent husband!  Not surprisingly 
the youth had insightful responses, questions and more than a 
few good laughs while discussing things that are usually taboo. 

Mary’s poem, it seems to me, is a signpost for the Timorese 
youth of today. They are torn between worlds, have few 
opportunities and feel ignored by their government.  But Mary’s 
poem offers the assurance of God’s providential care and 
preferential option for those who, in the eyes of society, are 
lowly, humble and ignored.  The poem assures them that God’s 
mercy is an available source of strength with the power to 
overturn the status quo and create newness in ways we can’t 
comprehend or anticipate.  And that is good news for Timor’s 
youth, as it is for all of us who live in hope for the in-breaking of 
God’s promised future.  

Some of the actors from the play 

           Advent Reflection from Tom Liddle     Stewardship Mission Moment 

Come to the office Conference Room on Wednesday,  
January 2 at 6pm for a Skype call with the Liddles! 

Greetings to you beautiful Peace 
people! My name is Cindy Macaulay and I 
have been a member here since the mid 
‘80s. I raised my kids here (with your 
help!), worshiped with my precious Mom 
here, went through numerous life changes 
within these walls, and now I’d like to talk 
with you about giving. In November we 
brought and dedicated our pledges. 
Previous mission moments have lifted up 
how we spend the money that comes in.  
I will lift up our giving for missions. 

I’m so proud to belong to a church that 
has a goal giving out 20% of 
EVERYTHING that comes in, from pledges 
to bequests (currently we’re at 15%). We 
give locally, we give nationally and we give 
internationally. Starting locally – we 
support Campus Ministry, CHUM, the 
Gabriel Project, Habitat Duluth, St. Mark 
AME, One Roof, Loaves and Fishes, the 
soup kitchen at the Damiano Center, the 
Seafarers ministry, and Witness for Peace. 
You can see the dollar amounts in our 
monthly budgets ~ what we’re doing is 
amazing but we want to do more. 

We pay association dues to the 
Minnesota Conference of the UCC. This is 
a covenant we hold with the Conference 
and the wider church within our state. 
Peace is a strong church in both 
membership and giving, and we want to do 
our part to support other houses of worship 
and ministries within our denomination. 
The Minnesota conference touches people 
and addresses issues on a state-wide level 
with our help. Pat yourself on the back for this. 

We also support the United Church of 
Christ nationally through OCWM – Our 
Churches Wider Mission. We contribute as 
do all other UCC churches for staff in 
Cleveland, educational resources, global 
partnerships, new church starts, 
missionaries, disaster relief, justice 
advocacy, and bulletin covers. 

Then there’s the Liddle family in East 
Timor. I hope a lot of you got to hear Tom 
and Monica on Rally Sunday – they have 
incredible hearts and they are doing great 
work – we want to continue to robustly 
support them! High five your neighbor on 
this one!!!! 

For these and so many more reasons I 
am proud to contribute to Peace UCC (and 
I want to put in a plug for electronic 
withdrawal ~ it’s the best). In big and small 
ways, locally and globally, Peace reflects 
my values and works in ways I, by myself, 
could not. Thank you! 



14 

 

  Peace Church Library/Community      CHUM  

CHUM Church  
January 13, 4pm at Peace Church 

Accessible, welcoming, and inclusive worship 

From Sue Anderson, Chum Church Coordinator: 
“Pastor Kathy and Peace Friends, Thank you for 
hosting Chum Church’s Annual Christmas Pageant. I 
so appreciate your hospitality throughout the year, 
but even more so in December. Therfood was 
delicious and the special music added to the 
Christmas spirit. Thanks for letting us borrow the 
props for the program. I look forward to working with 
all of you again.” 

A big Thank you to all the Peace folks who 
helped with the Chum Church Pageant and 
Lasagna Supper —Frank and Sue Munns, Tony 
Montez and Liz Leibenstein, Amy Sullivan, Lynn 
Lanier, Cathy Ameel, Tim Peters, and many others! 

Legislative Send-off 

Friday, January 4, 2019, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
CHUM Food Shelf and Drop-in Center  

1st Ave. West & 2nd St. 
We will be blessing and wishing our local 

legislators well as they head out to represent 
Minnesotans. (There will be cake!) 

 Joint Religious Legislative Coalition  
Day on the Hill 

Thursday, February 7 

CHUM Annual Meeting 
Tuesday, February 19 

6:30 p.m. - Fellowship 

7 - 8:15 p.m. - Meeting and Program 

Temple Israel, 1602 E 2nd St. 

Make your Food Shelf donation go further  
with reusable bags 

When you donate to a food drive this holiday 
season for the Food Shelf, please consider bringing 
your food donations in a reusable shopping bag. The 
Food Shelf is excited to partner with the Great Lakes 
Aquarium to keep our lakes and land free of plastic, 
and together we are offering clients an opportunity to 
visit the Aquarium free of charge for utilizing reusable 
bags! The Food Shelf will also be giving away an 
extra free item to clients who remember to bring back 
their bags every time they shop. 

In order to go plastic free at the food shelf, we 
need 120,000 bags. Thanks to the Aquarium and 
some CHUM congregations, we have more than 400 
bags to start with!  Just a small step in the right 
direction! 

Echoes of Peace Choir 

    Echoes of Peace Choir is welcoming new members 
for our upcoming season.  Our 10 week session 
begins January 22

nd,  
from 6:30 to 8:00 pm at Pilgrim 

Congregational Church, 2310 East 4
th
 Street.  Echoes 

of Peace is a non-audition choir, no previous singing 
or music reading experience required.  We sing songs 
of peace and justice, hope and joy.  Sliding scale fee: 
$50-$100.  Scholarships available. For more 
information, visit or call: www.echoesofpeace.org/choir 
or 218-269-9557. 

Lots of Great New Children’s Books! 
Images of God for Young Children by Marie-Helene 
Delval 

Lucky Broken Girl by Ruth Behar 

The Fault in Our Stars by John Green 

The Alchemyst : The Secrets of the Immortal Nicholas 
Flame by Scott Michael 

The Giver by Lois Lowry 

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 

The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane  
     by Kate DiCamillo 

Tangerine by Edward Bloor 

After the Wreck, I Picked Myself Up, Spread My 
Wings and Flew Away by Joyce Carol Oates 

Of Thee I Sing : A Letter to My Daughters  
     by Barak Obama 

Who Was Harriet Tubman?  
     by Yona Zeldis McDonough 

Who Was Helen Keller? by Gare Thompson 

Who Was Mother Teresa? by Jim Gigliotti 

Who Was Clara Barton? by Stephanie Spinner 

Red and Lulu by Matt Tavares 

Desmond and the Very Mean Word : A Story of 
Forgiveness by Desmond Tutu 

The Children’s Book of Heroes by William J Bennet 

Mother Teresa by Ma Isabel Sanchez Vegara 

Helen Keller’s Best Friend Belle by Holly M Barry 

Stone Soup by Jess Stockman 

Stone Soup by Heather Forest 

Stone Soup by Jon Muth 

Let There Be Light by Desmond Tutu 

Moses : When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to 
Freedom by Carole Boston Weatherford 

Wonder by R J Palacio 

Mockingbird by Kathryn Erskine 

The One and the Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate 

The Stars Beneath Our Feet by David Barclay Moore 

The Thank You Book by Mo Willems 

Beautiful by Stacy McAnulty 

Love the World by Todd Parr 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AbTT_vHBZ1qpAyIJ8ZPnFToA6bVaUt21HKz9NUebZiOHw0ujeYcUi6PrwScRRH1is9qhUaHmjwdZJgnAU_ngsmJfZz0Ybpq4HaNyZZJsasZQVehUQchWkQE66Vk9u4QUETm5MtIzsmFhjYJ0PzAKysnjaheejGtsQUwL-IHaxmKrUVA0xy8BhissHBES_aDg-wQBbyH911aK9uYMs-QDdbKynTo1muNDzbXE
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AbTT_vHBZ1qpAyIJ8ZPnFToA6bVaUt21HKz9NUebZiOHw0ujeYcUi6PrwScRRH1is9qhUaHmjwdZJgnAU_ngsmJfZz0Ybpq4HaNyZZJsasZQVehUQchWkQE66Vk9u4QUETm5MtIzsmFhjYJ0PzAKysnjaheejGtsQUwL-IHaxmKrUVA0xy8BhissHBES_aDg-wQBbyH911aK9uYMs-QDdbKynTo1muNDzbXE
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January Volunteer Schedules 

Monday Meals at  
Dorothy Day House  
(1712 Jefferson) 

Jan. 7 Kay & Bob Stevens 

Jan. 14 Sarah Nelson 

Jan. 21 Bri & Brian Waldoch 

Jan. 28 Laura Greensmith 

 

Damiano Soup Kitchen 
Sunday January 13 

1:30pm: Cindi Butcher, Hope 

Connell, Dennis Hamsher, Lisa 

Brown, Veronica Gaidelis-Langer 

4:20pm: Ellen Shelhon, Carl & Pat 

Sjoding, Rebecca Holmstrom, Loni 

Cran-Hovis 

Nursery 
January 6: Holly Jorde, Volunteer 
Needed, Back-up Needed 

January 13: 2 Volunteers Needed, 
Back-up Needed 

January 20: Karen Sheldon, 
Volunteer Needed, Back-up 
Needed 

January 27: Taylor Wilcox, Volunteer 
Needed, Back-up Needed 

Coming up — February 

Coordinators:  
Marsha & Tom Hystead, 728-3152 
Pat & Lynn Devlin, 728-2592 

Jon Barry, 218-301-9452 

John Erickson/Gail Blum, 728-5519 

Jen Stenersen & Melissa Boyle,  
728-0419 

Cindi Butcher, 591-0853 

Elise & Dave Courtright, 218-428-3881 

Kelli & Peter Farell, 715-392-0272 

Veronica & Nathan Gaidelis-Langer, 
260-9581 

Beth & Kevin Kinney, 525-9836 

Sandy & Justin Liles, 608-201-6585 

Jim & Cindy McLean, 525-3526 

Rick & Karen Morgan, 525-6884 

Denise Perry, 724-5198 

Doug Manthey & Susan Ranfranz,  
525-7369 

Heidi Severson, 722-1251 

John Wakefield, 715-398-3232 

Gudrun & Geoff Witrak, 724-0726 

 

Coffee Hour Teams 

January  Schedule 
Coordinators:  

Kirby & Cathy Wood, 724-1196  

January 6 

9:40am Set-up:  Nina Preheim 

11:20am Serve Serve/Clean-up: 

Judy Seliga, Rudd family 

January 13 

9:40am Set-up:  Shawn & 

Cammy Hansen 

11:20am Serve Serve/Clean-up: 

Aimee VanStratten, Jennifer 

Boyle, Mary Adams 

January 20 

9:40am Set-up: Shawn Wentz, 

Judy Gibbs 

11:20am Serve/Clean-up: Kaitlyn 

McKechnie or Scott Nelson, 

Monica or Tim White 

January 27 

9:40am Set-up: Eric & Amy 

Larson 

11:20am Serve/Clean-up: Dave 

Gerhart & Gwen Plumb 

Please bring 3-4 dozen 

cookies, bars, crackers or 

fruit. THANKS! 

Sunday January 6 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Bill Simpson 

Ushers: Lynn Lanier, Kay Stevens 

10:30 service 

 Lay Leader: Ellyn Wiens 

 Greeters: Volunteers needed 

 Ushers: Warren Post, Julie Deters, Jen Pearson, 
Sue Munns 

Sunday January 13 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Marge Anderson 

Ushers: Pat & Lynn Devlin 

10:30 service 

Lay Leader: Penny Cragun 

Greeters: Heather Muster, Carl & Catherine Huber  

Ushers: Warren Post, Jill Bugbee, Eva & Anna 
Huber 

Sunday January 20 (MLK Sunday) 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Leslie Williamson White 

Ushers: Gayle & Jack Kelly 

10:30 service  

Lay Leader: Kelli Hallsten Erickson 

Greeters: Ellen and Amy Shelhon, Judy Derauf 

Ushers: Warren Post, Julie Flotten & Alison Wood, Robin 
Davidson 

Sunday January 27 

8:30 service: Taizé service—no Ushers, no Lay Leader 

10:30 service 

 Lay Leader: Betty Greene 

 Greeters: Amy & Bob Sullivan, Elsie Cook 

 Ushers: Warren Post, Susan Ranfranz, Cindy Macaulay, 
Lisa Brown 

Acolytes 
January 6:    Oliver Farell and Aliya Flotten 

January 13:  Siggy Hunter and Alex Johnson 

January 20:  Joshua Johnson and Severin Johnson 

January 27:  Zinnia Kraker and Aurora Neblett 

As you can see, we are desperately 
in need of Nursery volunteers! 
Grandmas and Grandpas welcome, 
as well as parents, teens and other 
adults! Call Kelli, 724-3637, or sign 
up online if you are already on the 
nursery volunteer list. 
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PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF    
Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Ministries:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Kelli Farell 

Visitation:  Cheryl Walsh 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation: Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, and Rev. John Szarke 

  

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY—9am-3pm, PHONE:  218-724-3637 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Kathy: knelson@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org  

Jim: jim@peaceucc.org  Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org   Kelli: kelli@peaceucc.org 

    Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org    Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 

Tim Peters: tpnc53@gmail.com 
  

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events, please email the office. 

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


