
  

 

FEBRUARY 2019 

Men’s Retreat — March 1-3 
Our annual Men's Retreat will be held March 1-3 

at the Clearwater Forest Retreat Center. The 
facility near Deerwood MN is a great place to gather, 
relax, share some moments of reflection, and enjoy 
some good food.  

The cost for the weekend is $90. You are 
welcome to come for only part of the weekend if this 
best fits your schedule, with the cost prorated. 
Scholarship help is available. Questions or 
suggestions can be directed to Nathan Holst or Jerry 
Cleveland. A sign-up sheet is available in the narthex 
or contact Nathan Holst at nathan@peaceucc.org.  

Both Men’s and Women’s 
Retreats  

are held at Eagle Lodge,  
a lovely setting for a retreat!  

The Women’s Retreat will be 
on April 26-27.  

See more on page 5. 

Eagle Lodge 
at Clearwater Forest Camp 

and Retreat Center 

Long Range Planning Retreat 
Saturday, February 16, 9am–3pm 

All are invited to join the Coordinating Council as 
we dream together about the future of Peace Church.  
We will be looking at results from the congregational 
surveys and at our last three-year long range plan as 
we think about what the next three years hold for our 
congregation. Jim LaDoux, from Vibrant Faith 
Ministries, will be our facilitator. 

Email the office to sign up!  This is a very 
important meeting as we consider the possibilities 
and opportunities in our life together. Our 2015–2018 
long range plan is available on the church website 
(www.peaceucc.org/long-range-plan-2016-2018/).   

Peace Church was happy to host the 2019 MLK Inter-Faith service 

Thanks to Jim Pospisil 
for another great  
Artists Cabaret!  

Thanks to our new 
performers (pictured at 

left) and to Eli Bissonett, 
Susan Larson Kidd, 
Wendy Durrwachter,  

and Dave Winchester;  
to the Food & Fellowship 

team for the special 
treats; and to all who 

came out in the cold for a 
wonderful concert! Jennifer Campbell 

Matt Prois Frank “Buzz” Munns 
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From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 

Tell me, what is it you plan to do 
With your wild and precious life?   Mary Oliver, “Summer Day” 

The words of Mary Oliver, who died this past month, have made such a difference in my life and the life of so 
many people. In Jesus’ ministry it is another Mary, his mother, who really makes a difference. She is the one 
who kickstarts his first miracle of transforming water to wine. Moms make a difference to movements, even if 
they are rarely noticed.  

On MLK weekend I also remembered a section from Gloria Steinem’s book, My Life on the Road, a section 
that lifts up mothers. Steinem writes this about the 1963 March on Washington in which Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. gave his famous “I Have a Dream” speech, “On that hot August day I was just one person being carried 
slowly along in a sea of humanity. I washed up next to Mrs. Greene with an “e”, an older plump woman wearing 
a straw hat, who was marching with her grown-up elegant daughter. As Mrs. Greene explained she had worked 
in Washington during the Truman administration in the same big room as the white clerks but segregated behind 
a screen. She hadn’t been able to protest then so she was protesting now. 

“As we neared the Lincoln Memorial she pointed out that the only woman seated on the speaker’s platform 
was Dorothy Height, head of the National Council of Negro Women, an organization that had been doing the 
work of racial justice since the 1930’s yet she hadn’t even been asked to speak. Mrs. Greene wanted to know  
Where is Ella Baker? She trained all those SNCC young people. What about Fannie Lou Hammer? She got 
beaten up in jail and sterilized in a Mississippi hospital when she went in for something entirely else.” 

Steinem continues, “I hadn’t even noticed the absence of women’s speakers. Mrs. Greene’s daughter rolled 
her eyes as her mother told me about complaining to the state delegation leader. He had countered that Mahalia 
Jackson and Marian Anderson were singing. Singing isn’t speaking she told him in no uncertain terms. I was 
impressed; not only had I never made any such complaints, but at political meetings I had given my suggestions 
to whatever man was sitting next to me, knowing that if a man offered them they would be taken more seriously.  
You white women, Mrs. Greene said kindly, if you don’t stand up for yourselves how can you stand up for 
anybody else. 

“As streams of people surged toward the Lincoln Memorial and the speakers platform, the three of us got 
separated. I used my press credential to climb the steps hoping to see them. But when I turned around all I 
could see was an ocean of upturned faces. The sea of humanity looked calm, peaceful, not even pressing to 
come closer to the speakers as if each one felt responsible for proving that the fears of violence and disorder 
were wrong. We were like a nation within a nation. 

“Martin Luther King read his much anticipated speech in a deep, familiar voice. As King ended his speech,  
I heard Mahalia Jackson call out, “Tell them about the dream, Martin!” and he did begin the “I have a dream” 
litany from memory with the crowd calling out to him after each image—tell it! What would be the most 
remembered had been least planned. I hoped Mrs. Greene heard a woman speak up—and make all the 
difference.” 

A little nudge was what it took for Jesus with his mom, too, and it made all the difference. She calls her  
son as the wine is running out. His mother will be the catalyst for his first miracle. And yet he is abrupt with her,  
“O woman, what have you to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” You can see him rolling his eyes. If you’re 
a mom, you know the look, just like Mrs. Greene knew the look. 

And yet Mary, his mother, knows. She tells the servants to do whatever he tells you. She is his mom, she can 
get him to follow through. And the miracle is begun. The large stone jars that stood outside for ritual cleansing 
were transformed. The ritual of purification was strictly regulated by the Torah. This was not water for cleansing, 
but rather water as a sign of preparation to worship. In fact, in the Talmud, it is specified how much water is 
needed for the rites of purification. Only about a cup of water was necessary to purify a hundred men. But here, 
in this story, there is well over a hundred and twenty gallons of water! Enough to allow the world to worship God.  
This mark of worship was changed, the need to be washed with water removed—transformed into wine. 

In the Hebrew scriptures the messianic era had often been described as an epoch of great abundance of 
wine. The prophet Amos has said that when the Messiah came there would be great harvests of wheat and 
grapes and that the hills would distill wine. By this miracle Jesus is making it clear that he is the promised 
Messiah. A new Messiah in which all are welcome into the beloved community—one not defined by rules and 
rituals, but by love and servanthood, joy and compassion. 

Dr. King once said that we all have to decide whether we “will walk in the light of creative altruism or the 
darkness of destructive selfishness. Life's most persistent and nagging question, he said, is ‘what are you doing 
for others?’” He would quote Mark 9:35, the scripture in which Jesus of Nazareth tells James and John  

           Continued on next page 
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Sundays in February 

We continue to have two services on Sunday mornings, at 8:30am and 10:30am.  

At our 8:30 service, we share communion every Sunday. At our 10:30 service, we share communion the first 

Sunday of the month. The sermon and children’s time at both services is the same except for the fourth  

Sunday of each month when our 8:30 service is a Taizé Service (prayer, song, scripture, and meditation).  

Adult Forums  
Sunday mornings at 9:30am in the Fireside Room 

Our theme this year is “Belonging to Hope” 

February 3 – Amanda Hunter, an artist and curator, will lead us in Visio 
Divina. This is a special form of meditation using art as a focus point. 

February 10 – Xavier Bell will share about the Family Freedom School.  
Family Freedom Center seeks to empower the Black community by 
reconstructing socio-cultural narratives and unapologetically embracing 
what it means to be Black, both historically and present day. Family 
Freedom School will do this by exploring alternative means of education 
and providing resources that bridge the gap between community and 
students. This bridge will engage members of the organization with love, 
respect, guidance, knowledge, and pride. Family Freedom School will 
foster positive change in various systemic landscapes that directly 
impact the Black community while being inclusive to the Duluth 
community at large. 

February 17 – Jordan and Teresa Moses will share about Blackbird 
Revolt, which was founded by two nerds who felt compelled to engage 
their community through art and design. The idea to form a company 
came about in Fall of 2016. We noticed the continued lack of 
representation and the intentional exclusion of diverse voices from the 
dominant narrative. We are an alternative to that exclusion: A network of 
artists, designers, photographers, painters, writers, orators and more. 
Blackbird Revolt acts as a platform for these conscious creatives. As a 
team, we want to find ways to support the causes we care about while 
providing opportunities for others to do the same. With our creations we 
aim to inspire people to engage in dialogue and activism. Blackbird 
Revolt aspires to break the social and political barriers that keep us 
caged. Our designs go beyond media and apparel, we find creative 
solutions to help challenge the way people think about the world. 

February 24 – AICHO Art Galleries. AICHO Galleries consists of 
several small art galleries and an art exhibit space/performance venue 
(Dr. Robert Powless Cultural Center) located at 202 and 212 West 2nd 
Street in Duluth. The gallery works with indigenous artists to help them 
overcome barriers in the art world. d

Healing Prayer  
February 24  

The last Sunday of each month 
at 11:30am in the sanctuary. 

Share a prayer of concern  
with a caring person  
and receive a blessing. 

Sundays in February  

Sunday, February 3 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Scripture: Jeremiah 1:4–10,   
I Corinthians 13, Luke 4:21–30 

Sermon: “Loving One Another”  

We will celebrate communion at 
both services. Jane Aas and the 
Peace Band will provide music 
with our Choir at the 10:30 service. 

Sunday, February 10 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

Scripture: Isaiah 6:1–8 and  
Luke 5:1–11 

Sermon: by Xavier Bell, Director of 
the Family Freedom School 

We will welcome new members. 
Music by Jennifer Boyle and our 
Adult and Children’s choirs. 

Sunday, February 17 
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

Scripture:  Jeremiah 17:5–10, 
Psalm 1, and Luke 6:17–26 

Sermon:  “Surprising Teaching”  
by Pastor Kathy Nelson 

Music by Sarah M. Greer.  

Sunday, February 24 
Seventh Sunday of Epiphany 

The 8:30 service will be Taizé, 
with prayer, song, scripture and 
meditation. At the 10:30 service, 
Dr. Beth Bartlett will be our 
preacher. This day marks the 25

th
 

anniversary of her heart 
transplant. Music will be by Leon 
Rohrbaugh and friends. 

Pastor Kathy’s column continued: 

“...whosoever will be great among you shall be your servant, and 
whosoever among you will be the first shall be the servant of all.” It is 
like Mary Oliver’s question, What will you do with your one wild and 
precious life? 

We follow in this way, a path of servanthood, a path that makes a 
place at the table for every child. I am so grateful for each of you and for 
the way you have made a room at the inn right here at Peace Church, 
for all who took a brick off the wall and gave money to make the rooms 
for people seeking sanctuary possible, for all of you who raised a 
hammer, mudded and painted, hung ceiling tiles, or hauled out cement. 
That’s how it goes here at Peace. We all do what we can, and in the 
doing there is joy and hope.  Thank you! 

Peace friends ~ Pastor Kathy 
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Opportunities for Education and Reflection  

The Sunday Special 
Sunday, February 3 & 24  

at 11:30am in the Fireside Room 
A spiritual and social support group for individuals, 
families, caregivers, and workers who live and work 

with disabilities and special needs. 

Two meetings in February! 

Sunday, February 3: SELF-CARE 

Sunday, February 24: THE BRAIN, presented by 
Dr. Susan Larson Kidd 

Light refreshments will be provided. 

"The greatest healing therapy is friendship and 
love." (Hubert H. Humphrey) 

Happy Valentine's Day!! 

Amy Sullivan & Penny Cragun 

Lenox Women’s Spiritual Life Group 
Monday, February 18 at noon 

Lenox Place, 701 W. Superior St. Apt. 710  

All women are invited to join us at the Lenox 
Building (across from the Duluth downtown library). 

Loni Cran‐Hovis prepares a delicious lunch and 
participants share and reflect on life issues of grief, 
forgiveness, change, and transitions. Women strive to 
connect with their own inner peace.  

If you have questions or need a ride, please call 
Cheryl Walsh (525-4129) or Pastor Kathy (724-3637).  

Monday Women’s Book Group  
February 4 & 18 at 6:30pm  

in the Fireside Room 
On February 4th we will share poetry by Mary 

Oliver and ask that each person come with one or 
more of her poems to share with the group. On 
February 18th we will begin to discuss Becoming by 
Michelle Obama. All women are welcome! 

Peace Grief Support Group 
Sunday, February 17 at 11:30am  

in the Chapel 
Facilitated by Chaplains Deborah Cooper & Gudrun Witrak 

“Like stars, 

 long after their deaths, 

 their light still finds me.” 

Please join us downstairs in the Chapel, following the 
10:30 service, on the third Sunday of the month. 
Questions? Call Deborah (218-728-2097). 

Beloved Community 
Sunday, February 3 at 3pm 

in the Fireside Room 
We invite you to join us on the first Sunday of each 

month from 3:00-4:30pm as we gather for a time to 
center ourselves in music, story, prayer and language 
that is inclusive to all, remembering our connection to 
one another and to all that is, a place to come 
together to connect with one another through and 
with the Divine. 

In this special time we share a place of centering 
and renewal, a place of quiet and of sharing, and at a 
table where all are equally a part of the story. The 
place where there is no “other”. With your help, we 
will build this place together.  

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
Wednesday, February 27  

at noon in the Fireside Room 
(the fourth Wednesday of the month) 

Bring your own lunch and share conversation and 
devotions with Pastor Kathy . All women are welcome. 
This month we will talk about I Corinthians 13—What 
kind of loving is God calling us to?  

Men’s Breakfast 
February 7 & 21, 7am, New London Cafe  
Come to eat and converse at the New London 

Café, 4721 East Superior Street. We meet every 
other Thursday. All men are invited to attend. 

Memoir Writing Workshop 
Wednesdays February 6, 13, & 20 
10:30am-noon in Conference Room 

The last three of four sessions with writing 
teacher/author Alice Marks (call her at 651-283-5010 
if you would like more info). 

March Lenten Practice:  
Digging Deeper into Racial Justice  

Are you a person who values racial justice and 
wants to find a way to better live into that value?  
Starting in March, you are invited into a 28-day 
Lenten practice of deep reflection around racial 
justice.  Open to all, Nathan Holst will be leading the 
practice over 5 weeks using the amazing resource 
“me and white supremacy workbook” by Layla F. 
Saad, through both individual reflection and group 
gatherings. As Layla says, this is important work “if 
you are a person that believes in love, justice, 
integrity, and equity for all people...I believe that the 
work doesn’t start ‘out there’.  It begins ‘in here.’ It 
begins by doing the necessary personal work of 
uncovering and owning your own racism…”  More 
information will be coming in the March Peace Bell 
about how to be a part of the practice. For anyone 
wanting to learn more before then, you can contact 
Nathan at nathan@peaceucc.org or the website 
www.meandwhitesupremacybook.com/. 



5 

 

Groups, Gatherings, and Opportunities to Serve 

Advance Care Directive Workshop   
Sunday, February 10 at 11:30am 

Come to the office conference room and meet 

with a representative from the Health and Wellness 

Team for information and help to complete your 

Advance Care Directive. Info and materials will be 

provided—you can complete your Directive at the 

workshop or take it home to complete.  This 

workshop will also be held on March 10 and April 14. 

Third Tuesday Podcast Lunch 
Tuesday, February 19 at noon  
in the Conference Room 

This month’s “On Being” Podcast is  
Anand Giridharadas  

“When the Market Is Our Only Language” 

We Americans revere the creation of wealth. 
Anand Giridharadas wants us to examine this and 
how it shapes our life together. This is a challenging 
but generative conversation about the implicit moral 
equations behind a notion like "win-win" and the 
moral compromises in a cultural consensus we’ve 
reached, without reflecting on it, about what and who 
can save us. 

All are welcome, and sandwiches are provided, 

thanks to Nancy Carlson, who is also the inspiration 

behind and facilitator of this group.  

Peace Church Meals  
at CHUM Drop-in Center  

Wednesday Breakfast  
February 13 & 27 at 9am 

Join this fun group and help to fix a breakfast for the 
folks at the Chum Drop-in Center  
(located at 1st Ave West and 2nd Street). 

Thursday Dinner—February 21 

Help and donations for the dinner are always 
welcome! Let us know if you’d like to be on the email list 
to provide food and/or help serve. Call the church office 
at 218-724-3637. 

PALS (Peace Adults Learning and Socializing) 

Thursday, February 28 at 5pm 

Backstage at the NorShor... 
5:00pm – Tour of Historic Nor’Shor Theatre.  
 Meet in the lobby of the theatre. 

Following the tour – Dinner at the Pickwick. 

RSVP to Leanne Ventrella at lmv100@chartermi.net 
or 218.390.8586 by Monday, February 18. 

Soma Yoga Class Mondays, 9:00‐10:15am, in the Fireside Room 
Do you want to improve your balance, strength, flexibility and mindfulness? Soma Yoga is safe and gentle, 

and involves a combination of chair, standing, and mat poses. You are also welcome to stay seated.  
This class is suited for all levels of ability. Many thanks to congregation member Robin Davidson, physical 

therapist and certified yoga instructor, who teaches this class. A free‐will offering to Peace Church of $3.00 per 

class is suggested. Questions? Call Robin at 218‐728‐0237. 

Ash Wednesday Service 
Wednesday, March 6 at 7pm 

Join us as we mark the beginning of Lent with 
ashes and the sharing of Communion. Each year we 
consider what holds us back on our Journey of faith. 
Time is taken to write something we need to let go of. 
These slips of paper are burned and we are marked 
with ashes as a sign of our confession. We listen to 
God’s call to us in Matthew and are fed at Christ’s 
table. Forgiven and fed we can continue the journey 
of Lent, holding on to the hope of the resurrection.  

Lenten Vespers – 7:00 pm 
Wednesdays beginning March 13 

Prayers Around the Cross will be held each 

Wednesday in Lent in the Sanctuary. This meditative 

worship includes quiet singing, silence, prayer and 

the lighting of candles. Take time each week for 

worship as we journey toward Easter. This service will 

begin on March 13 and continue each Wednesday 

until Easter.  

Women’s Retreat – Woven Together 

Friday, April 26 – Saturday April 27  
We will once again have our retreat at Clearwater 

Forest Presbyterian Church Camp in Deerwood. We 
start with dinner on Friday night and go through mid-
afternoon on Saturday. Cost is $45 with scholarships 
available. Sign up at church outside the office.   

Ann Carlander, an artist and weaver, will help us 
create on her amazing looms. We will talk about the 
way God our weaver has helped us in the creation of 
our lives. Let Kathy know if you’d like to help with 
planning the retreat.   

Looking Ahead... 

Second Inquirers Class will be on February 6 

(due to cancellation of January 30th class).  

New members will be received on February 10. 

mailto:lmv100@chartermi.net
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First Year Confirmation—9th Graders 
The First Year Confirmation Class meets on the  
first and third Wednesdays of each month from  
7–8:15pm in the Fireside Room.  

February 6 – The Gospel of Mark Chapters 5 and 6 

February 20 – No Class due to the Winter Break 

Second Year Confirmation—10th Graders 
The Second Year Confirmation Class meets on the 
second and fourth Wednesdays of each month from  
7–8:15pm in the Fireside Room.  

February 13 – Holy Spirit – Wind Fire and Breath  
 Jesus papers are due. 

February 27 – Holy Spirit’s Gifts 

Looking Ahead: 

Both classes are invited to be part of an Urban 
Immersion Weekend March 15–17 in Minneapolis! 
More info on this and the Summer Work Camp in 
Denver (July 22-August 2) on page 9. 

Wednesday Activities 

Wednesday Activity Schedule  
4:45-5:30: Kids’ Choir / Kids’ Yoga (see schedule) 

5pm: Centering Prayer in Chapel (4:30 Info) 

5:30-6pm: Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 

6-7pm: Bible Study in the Fireside Room 

6-7:15pm: Kids’ Club in the  
Lakeview Classroom (2nd-5th graders) 

6-7:30pm: Middle School Youth Group  
in the New Youth Room 

6:15pm: Adult Choir in the Music Room 

7-8:15pm: Confirmation in the Fireside Room 

February 20: No Children & Youth Activities 

Childcare is provided in the Nursery from 6 to 7:30pm. 

Centering Prayer in Chapel 
Wednesdays 5-5:30pm (4:30 info session) 

Centering Prayer is a modern Christian 
contemplative prayer practice, or a method of 
meditation. All the major faith traditions have 
recognized and placed a high value on the 
transforming power of meditation. Its purpose is to 
learn to open ourselves to God’s extraordinary love 
in ordinary, daily life. All are welcome to join in this 
time of quiet meditation. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
6pm in the Fireside Room 

Join Pastor Kathy and Rev. Bob Stevens on 
Wednesday evenings, reading the Gospel lesson for 
the coming Sunday using the Lectio Divina method. 
Lectio Divina is listening for the still, small voice of 
God that speaks to us. No prior biblical knowledge 
needed! We close with prayer, each praying for the 
person on his or her right. Join us as we practice this 
ancient and yet very relevant method of Bible study. 

Wednesday Dinner Menu 
We can always use help for prep at 4pm, and for 

clean-up after the meal. Let us know if you can help! 

February 6:  Papa Murphy’s Pizza 

February 13: Meatloaf and 
Veggie Loaf 

February 20: No Dinner  

February 27:  Egg Bake with 
Sausage and Bocca Sausage 

Kid’s Club for 2nd-5th graders! 
6:00pm to 7:15pm Wednesdays 

Lakeview Classroom 
Join Children’s Ministry Coordinator Kelli after 
Wednesday dinner to find how our faith works in our 
lives. We’ll be playing games, making crafts, having 
book club, and playing Legos…all while making new 
friends!  

February 6:    Book Club 
Heidi by Johanna Spyri.  

February 13:  Legos 

February 20:  No Activities 

February 27:  Games 

6-7:30pm—Kids 1st grade and 
under are welcome in the nursery with Childcare staff, 
Meghan, where they may play board games, Legos, or 
enjoy free play. Kids’ Choir and Yoga Schedule 

Kids’ Choir meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 
from 4:45-5:30pm in the Sanctuary (February 6; no 
activities on the 20th). Kids will sing the second 
Sunday of the month (February 10) at the 10:30 
service. If you have any questions, please contact 
Susan Larson Kidd at susan.larsonkidd@drslk.com  
or (218) 722-7972 or Kelli Farell at church, 724-3637, 
or kelli@peaceucc.org.  

Kids’ Yoga meets on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 
from 4:45-5:30pm in the front of the Sanctuary 
(February 13 & 27). Please bring a yoga mat or towel 
and wear comfy clothing. If you have any questions, 
contact Elise Courtright at (218) 428-3881 or 
courtrightelise@gmail.com or Kelli Farell (see above). 

Vegetarian and 
Gluten Free 

options always 
available 
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 Nathan’s Column              Youth Group 

   Every once in a 
while, I come across 
some new language 
or way of looking at 
God that makes me 
stop, pause in 
wonder, and then start 

again with a new sense of inspiration to live a full 
life.  I guess it’s a little like getting up early for a 
summer sunrise on a beautiful ridge overlooking 
Lake Superior.  There’s just something about it that 
makes you come alive. 

Recently, I was at my second and final retreat 
with a group called Center for Courage and 
Renewal, who help lead multiple day gatherings to 
support folks in getting in touch with their inner 
wisdom and following their sense of call, or as 
Frederick Buechner names it, “the place where your 
deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”  
While there was incredible richness in helping me 
clarify my own callings in my life (which I’m sure I’ll 
share another time), this month I want to share 
about one of the experiences we had in our time 
there.  It was one of those experiences that made 
me pause with wonder. 

On our third day, we read a poem called “God 
Says Yes To Me” by Kaylin Haught.  I don’t think 
there’s any other way to convey it than to simply 
share it here:  

I asked God if it was okay to be melodramatic and 
she said yes 

I asked her if it was okay to be short and she said it 
sure is 

I asked her if I could wear nail polish or not wear 
nail polish  

And she said honey, she calls me that sometimes 

She said you can do just exactly what you want to 

Thanks God I said, and is it even okay if I don’t 
paragraph my letters 

Sweetcakes God said, who knows where she 
picked that up 

What I’m telling you is yes yes yes 

I loved the poem immediately, and was taken in 
by it, but hearing it for the first time was nothing 
compared to the experience of writing our own 
poems where we got to ask God six or seven 
questions.  They could be serious, petty, silly—
whatever you wanted, and then each of us 
imagined what God would say, and created a poem 
based off the initial one (which I highly 
recommend—see me if you want more prompts for it).   

On our final day, we all shared them with each 
other and there was laughter and crying and depth.  

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in” 

 ~Lenard Cohen 

February Youth Group  
Wednesdays 6-7:30pm  

We’re looking ahead to another great month of 
youth group!  We’ll be focusing for the next couple 
months on what it means to be a peace maker, and 
the different ways that shows up in our lives.  Don’t 
miss this great space of connection and fun—join us 
on Wednesday nights from 6pm-7:30pm in the New 
Youth Room (downstairs at the end of the Fellowship 
Hall) for some awesome times!   

Here’s the poem I shared (and for those who don’t know, 
using “they” in this context is a gender neutral term): 

I asked God, “what’s up with suffering?” 

And they said, “it’s just part of the story” 

I asked God, “how did we go from stardust to singing?” 

And they said, “with delight in countless steps of 
creativity and wonder.” 

I asked God, “is it okay for me to be angry or arrogant?” 

And they said, “Love all parts of yourself.  Like suffering, 
they’re part of your story.” 

I paused and asked God, “why do some people seem to 
become more fully alive in struggle and some cycle 
down into pain and suffering?” 

And they paused and said, “I don’t know.” 

I smiled and asked God, “why is a baby’s laughter so 
delightful?” 

They smiled and said, “isn’t it great?” 

I thought and asked God, “why can we dream such a 
beautiful world, but never bring it into existence for 
all of us?” 

They thought and said, “Don’t give up.  Remember the 
story of stardust and singing.” 

Nat Hawley and many Duluth friends at her Winter Ball,  
held in Minneapolis by the Love Your Melon organization 
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Family Movie  
and Game Night 

Friday, February 22!  

Wear your p.j.s to church on 

Friday, February 22
nd

 at 4:30pm 

for games, pizza and a movie! 

Grown-ups welcome! Let Kelli 

know if you’ll be coming so we 

know how much pizza to order: 

kelli@peaceucc.org  

  or (218) 724-3637. 

Monthly Parenting 
Conversation Returns! 

Sunday, February 3 at 9:50am  
Please join us in the 

Conference Room at 9:50 a.m. 

(when the Sunday School opening 

is over). We will be discussing 

anxiety in children.  This 

conversation is open to any adults 

in a current or former parenting 

role who are interested in learning 

what anxiety is and how we can 

help our children process and 

cope with their anxiety.   

Parenting Coffee and 
Conversation  

First Sunday of the month, 
Next month on March 3.  

Sunday School 
February Affirmations 

February 3: As I ask questions 
and try to understand, my heart 
and mind stay open. 

February 10, 17, 24: I act with 
inner peace and fairness in all  
I do. 

Hey Kids!  
Sunday School! Join us for 

singing, stories, crafts, games and 

friends at 9:30 on Sunday 

mornings in the sanctuary. Ages 3 

and up are welcome; come any 

Sundays you can! We separate by 

age after the opening in the 

sanctuary. Classes end at 10:25 

a.m. and parents can pick their 

kids up in their classrooms. 

Kelli’s Column / Sunday School News 

Recently a young mother came to me and asked if I could 
recommend any books or activities to help explain God to her three-year-
old child.  I vividly remember being at that point, when my daughter was 
about three years old and started asking lots of complicated questions: 

“What is God?” 

“What does God look like?” 

“Where is God?” 

“Can I see him?” 

“Why not?” 

 “What is heaven?” 

And the questions got harder and 
harder.  As I parent, I didn’t give much 
thought to explaining God until I was 
faced with those questions.  My husband 
and I discussed religion, but we were 
definitely not ready for teaching faith. 

Oddly enough, somewhere along the way, I realized teaching faith 
was more important to me than refined sugars or organic cotton.  I 
realized that I hadn’t prepared myself for the part that meant the most to 
me—that I most hoped my children were intimate with before setting off 
on their adult journeys.  I want my children to know God.  I want to share 
the importance of my faith and spiritual life with them so they have the 
opportunity to learn, ask questions, explore, and dip their big toes in the 
spiritual waters.  I want to model for them how I handle the important 
questions of our day and face those things through the lens of my faith. 

For me, that meant a commitment to Peace Church.  Going to church 
would solve it, right?  But I quickly learned that it wasn’t enough for our 
family.  Although some kids arrive with seemingly all the answers to life’s 
difficult questions, most kids seek the advice from a parent or trusted 
adult, and my kids had questions every day of the week, not just on 
Sundays.  How could I begin to put my faith into words?  How could I 
teach them what I believe about God when I had never spoken it out 
loud?  So I stumbled… 

I’ve searched throughout their childhood for ways to connect my faith 
to their lives and to simplify the language and emotions so they can start 
to grow their own relationships with God.  I’ve always turned to books as 
my greatest comfort and escape, so it felt like the right place to 
investigate.  More and more, authors and illustrators are taking the 
challenge of putting these ideas into words and pictures that our little 
ones can begin to grasp.   

There are so many amazing books out there that explore the aspects 
of our faith and share the teachings of Jesus.  They may not have Jesus’ 
name on the cover, but they are definitely teaching about God in a way 
with which my kids can connect.   

Thanks to the amazing support of Pastor Kathy, Nathan, and the 
Children’s Ministry Team, Elise Courtright and I have been allowed to 
infuse our Children’s Library with many of these amazing books.  Many 
of you have generously donated one or more of these to help us in this 
mission. 

I strongly urge you to explore this area and read as many of these 
books as you can.  The power of a picture book can often express that 
which we struggle to define or name.  All of these books are 
strengthening our Sunday School curriculum, but they are also there to 
help you as parents and guardians share the story of your faith with your 
kids.  You might start with Where Are You Hiding, God? by Elizabeth 
Zartl. 

mailto:kelli@peaceucc.org
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More Info and Opportunities! 

Two Service Learning Opportunities  
for Our Senior High Youth 

Urban Immersion in Minneapolis 
Friday, March 15 – Sunday, March 17  

Confirmands and other high school youth are invited 
to join Nathan and Pastor Kathy and other adults for a 
weekend retreat through the Minneapolis Council of 
Churches. This is a great experience of service learning 
in various social service agencies in Minneapolis. The 
cost is $100 with scholarships available. We are 
asking for a deposit of $50 by February 3 so we 
know how many youth to plan on. 

A typical retreat includes:  An interactive exercise 
about the survival choices homeless and working-
poor families must make each month. 

Learning what roles self-worth, chemical 
dependency, racism, the economy and domestic 
violence play in poverty and what is being done to 
break the cycle. 

Volunteering in Twin Cities homeless shelters, 
domestic violence centers, food shelves and with 
other social service programs. 

Jim and Eli perform at  
Fairlawn Mansion in Superior 
Sunday, February 24, 1-3pm 

You are invited to a classical music performance 
by Jim Pospisil & Eli Bissonett at the beautiful 
Fairlawn Mansion. Jim (our Peace Church Music 
Director), is a talented multi-instrumentalist in the 
Duluth area who teaches at UMD and performs with 
DSSO. Eli performs and records in multiple violin 
and fiddle styles across the region; for this recital he 
will focus on his classical training. Together, Jim and 
Eli will present a program that includes Classical 
music by female and male composers. Cost is $10 
(12 & under are free). Snacks and coffee will be 
provided. Space is limited, so call 715-394-5712 to 
reserve your seat. Fairlawn Mansion is located at 
906 East 2nd Street, Superior, Wisconsin (across 
the street from Barker’s Island). 

Jim Pospisil and Eli Bissonett at the 2019 Cabaret 

Spiritual Journey Team Update 
The Spiritual Journey team has completed about 

30 interviews with folks at Peace Church. We look 
forward to pulling out themes from our work and 
should have some more to share in the next month 
or two. We're grateful to be a part of a community 
with such rich and diverse experiences! 

Sound an Echo  
Rachael Kilgour & Sara Pajunen 

Sunday, February 3 at 3pm 
Peace Church Sanctuary 

Rachael and Sara bridge their distinct yet 
complementary musical histories within minimalist-
folk style. Kilgour is an award-winning songwriter 
whose sincere and lyric-driven work has been heard 
at Lincoln Center and The Sundance Film Festival. 
A classically-trained violinist studying contemporary 
improvisation, Pajunen is a sound artist, composer 
and an acclaimed progressive practitioner of Nordic 
folk music with "extra elusive appeal..." Kyle Ollah 
will open the concert. $10-$20 suggested donation. 

Summer Work Camp with DOOR  
in Denver, Colorado 
July 27 – August 3 

Discover is DOOR's short term mission trip/service
-learning program that includes time for service, 
learning, and reflection. 

Discover groups work out of the Lincoln/La Alma 
neighborhood, a working class neighborhood filled with 
schools, street art/murals, and an arts district. Although 
this neighborhood is thriving in many ways, it is not 
immune to the issues of poverty, police brutality, and 
low performing schools. DOOR invites us to celebrate 
the assets of their city, gain a broader perspective on 
the roots of issues, and grow a passion to make a 
change and bring heaven to earth, through love and 
justice. 

Urban Immersion 2018 
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Team and Committee Meetings 

Children’s Ministry Team:  
Tuesday February 5 
5:30pm in the Conference Room 

Stewardship Team:  
Thursday February 7 
5:30pm in the Conference Room 

Acting for Justice Hub:  
Sunday February 10 
11:30am in the Fireside Room 

Worship & Arts Committee:  
Tuesday February 12 
5:30pm in the Sanctuary 

History Team:  
Wednesday February 13 
10am-12pm in the Heritage Room 

Shared Ministry Team:  
Wednesday February 13 
4:30pm in the Conference Room 

Property Team: 
Wednesday February 13 
6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Food & Fellowship Team:  
Wednesday February 13 
6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Finance Team:  
Wednesday February 13 
6pm in the Conference Room 

Dismantling Racism Team:  
Thursday February 14 
3:30pm in the Conference Room 

Health and Wellness Team:  
Sunday February 17 
11:30am in the Conference Room 

Adult Ed Team:  
Tuesday February 19 
3:30pm in the Conference Room 

Moderator’s Report and other Peace Church News 

Coordinating Council will meet Tuesday,  
February 19 at 7:00pm in the Conference Room  

There is so much to celebrate at Peace Church. This Peace 
Bell will once again provide an overview of the amazing programs, 
volunteers and staff that make Peace such a welcoming and vital 
community.  

Let me highlight just two of the many things we can be grateful 
for. First, due to the exceptional generosity of our congregation, 
Peace Church was able to end 2018 in the black. Income 
exceeded expenses by just over $1,000. Our staff and committee 
members are responsible stewards of our resources. Second, we 
have completed our new guest room and youth room so we are 
prepared to offer sanctuary for those who are in need. Charlotte 
Frantz and Jim McLean deserve our immense gratitude for all the 
energy, time, care and leadership they have brought to this 
project. Let’s make 2019 another great year of joyful community, 
stimulating spiritual development, and hard-working justice. 

Gary Boelhower, Peace Church Moderator 

Reminder about the 
use of our building!  

  We are so pleased to have Tim Peters 
on staff as Building Use Coordinator—he 
is doing an awesome job! A friendly 
reminder to all who would like to use 
space at Peace Church: To schedule a 
meeting at Peace, please call Tim 
Peters, 314-566-2651. Our building is 
busy every day of the week with 
meetings and gatherings of many 
community groups as well as church 
teams and committees, so it’s important 
to check with Tim to make sure space is 
available. You can also call the office at 
218-724-3637 and leave a message, 
which office staff will pass on to Tim. 

Stewardship Update  

Gratitude for your giving: update on the  
2019 Stewardship Campaign 

Thanks to your generosity, the success of our fall stewardship 
campaign enabled a 2019 operating budget of $539,041. It was a 
record amount of support—affirming the extraordinary ministry 
and community we have at Peace Church. We are grateful for all 
who gave mission moments, to the many responsible for the 
celebratory end of campaign luncheon, and to you, Peace 
members, for your support of this extended family. 

The Stewardship Team 

Juan and Kirstin 

Gonzalez 

taught us Salsa 

Dancing as we 

celebrated! 

We dedicated our 

new Sanctuary space 

on January 20, 

with many thanks to 

all the volunteer 

workers and those 

who contributed 

money to make it 

happen! 



11 

 

Voices for Justice 

Voices for Justice    Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice.  We are energized and 

heartened by hearing each other’s stories.  Each month we share a brief story from members of our community, 
learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes.  If you would like to share your story, or 
want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office. Every story is a gift! 

Diana Oestreich—Fighting for Peace With Love 
   “I don’t know what Saul heard on his road,” Diana Oestreich said, “but my 
conversion was in a tent in the desert during the Iraq war.”  She was twenty-three 
years old, a combat medic with the Army National Guard.  She slept at night with 
a 9mm beretta by her side.  And the entire time she had been immersed in war, 
her gut was clenched in tension and anguish.  Her military experience did not fit 
her faith.  “Is this how I love my neighbor?”  

   One night, another soldier said that he would never take away someone’s 
chance to know God.  He refused to put bullets in his weapon. That night, Diana 
realized that “I would give my life for another, but I will not take another life.” She 
woke up knowing what she would do, and removed the bullets from her own gun. 

   “I chose to love first, even if it meant losing my own life.  I would fight for peace 
with sacrifice, not bullets.” 

War was the most painful and yet the most transforming experience in her life. 

“The war unmade me,” Diana said.  And it made her into a Peacemaker.  She is now on the staff of 
Preemptive Love Coalition (preemptivelove.org), an organization based in Iraq whose mission is to “unmake 
violence by confronting fear with acts of love.” Its focus is showing up for refugees in Iraq and Syria with food, 
water, medical care—and empowerment, helping people start microbusinesses as a way to reclaim their future 
from violence.   As a stateside representative of Preemptive Love Coalition, Diana works with groups of people 
across the country—churches, schools, book clubs, civic groups.  Her goal is to help people learn peacemaking, 
which “challenges us to see how to cross boundaries.  It is essential to confront the violence and the need for 
peacemaking in our own communities, to help people believe that change is doable and change is local.” 

Diana first met Iraqi people in her role as a combat medic charged with treating everyone.  As she was 
invited into homes, and got to know families, she felt that “I was part of a bigger family of God.  One that cannot 
be separated by flags, countries, or citizenship, or different names or ways to worship god.”  

“I grew up in a religious tradition that taught me to love God but not my neighbor,” Diana said.  “I never heard 
a pastor talk about non-violence.”  Preemptive Love put words and action to what God told her in the desert.  
“Violence is the opposite of love,” Diana believes.  “Violence is the poison that is hurting us.  Violence is 
breaking down the family of God.”  Through Preemptive Love, I “found a way to put my hands on justice.   
I became part of remaking the world.  My heart bounced back.” 

Diana is a peacemaker.  She is also a writer.  “Writing helped me find my voice.  Writing helps me have a 
voice.  It helps me heal from violence.  Writing gives me the courage to speak up—about racism, about injustice, 
about violence.” 

As she reflected on the sources of courage and action in her life, she 
named her angel, that nameless soldier.  The list quickly grew to include 
the person of Jesus, Martin Luther King, Jr., Nelson Mandela, poets and 
writers (including Maya Angelou and Glennan Doyle), Father Gregory 
Boyle (an LA priest addressing gun violence and gangs).  She also 
names her husband, Jake, who wrote to her throughout her deployment, 
making her believe that “out of all the violence and evil I had seen 
people do to each other in war, that there was also love.”   And she 
names her two sons:  Bridger, who “inspires me to be brave when I’m 
feeling hopeless” and Zelalem, who “teaches me to believe in myself 
when I’m scared. They are the best 10 and 11 year old coaches on how 
to show up and love.” 

As Diana reflects on her position in the world, she writes:  “I don’t  
lean left or right. I lean in. I lean forward, because that’s where love lives.” 

    Interviewed by Pamela Mittlefehldt 

Diana and her family were readers at 
the recent Inter-Faith MLK service. 
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Moments in the Movement: 2019 Duluth NAACP 
Freedom Fund Dinner & Art Auction 

Friday ,February 22 

Duluth’s NAACP chapter announces the 2nd Annual 
Freedom Fund Dinner, Moments in the Movement, on Friday, 
February 22, at Clyde Iron. The theme of the event will highlight 
those moments that brought awareness of inequities and 
injustice and encourage us to mobilize our communities to work 
together for change. 

Dr. Mary Canty Merrill, author, educator and psychologist, will 
be the keynote speaker. Dr. Merrill’s most recent literary project 
is entitled, Why Black Lives Matter (Too): Voices of Our Youth.  
It follows her thought-provoking anthology, Why Black Lives 
Matter (Too): A Revolutionary Call to Action. She is committed to 
developing viable solutions that address critical issues by 
examining race, improving relations and getting to collective 
impact. 

This year’s MC is Sandra Oyinloye, local cultural trendsetter 
and advisor at the UMD Office of Diversity and Equity. Also 
featured will be an art exhibition by UMD graphic design 
students, live entertainment, and celebration of the 
accomplishments of the Duluth NAACP and the work of social 
and racial justice leaders in our community. 

Tickets for the event are $60, which includes a yearly 
membership to the NAACP. They may be purchased on the 
website (duluthnaacp.org/freedomfund) with a credit card or 
PayPal account. They also may be purchased by check or 
money order made out to “Duluth NAACP” with “Freedom Fund 
Dinner” on the memo line and mailed to the following address: 
P.O. Box 494 Duluth, MN 55801, ATTN Freedom Fund 
Committee. 

For more information visit the website:  
duluthnaacp.org/freedomfund. 

       Acting for Justice—Dismantling Racism            Peace Church Library  

New adult books: 

The Good News from North Haven by 
Michael L Lindvall 

Missing by Alice Marks 

Heart of Darkness and the Secret Sharer 
by Joseph Conrad 

Written by Herself - Autobiographies of 
American Women : An Anthology 
edited by Jill Ker Conway 

The Good Book : Reading the Bible with 
Mind and Heart by Peter J Gomes 

Prayers for Those Who Grieve by Jill Kelly 

New children's books: 

Africa’s Animal Kingdom by Kit Coppard 

The Make It Right Kids by Dennis Monroe 

The Magic Orange Tree and Other Haitian 
Folktales by Diane Wolkstein 

I Am Snow by Jean Marzollo 

Hands Are Not for Hitting by Martine 
Agassi 

Hey There Mr. Owl! By 
Susan Larson Kidd 

Silent Night illustrated by 
Lara Hawthorne 

Finnigin and the Star Jar by Christine Berg 

A Handful of Quiet by Thich Nhat Hanh 

Refugee by Alan Gratz 

DVD 

Annie from Columbia Pictures 

Film — “The Hate You Give” 

7:00pm on Friday, March 8 
The Dismantling Racism Team will host a viewing of the movie 

“The Hate U Give”. It will be shown either in the Fireside Room or 
the Sanctuary, depending on how many people attend. 
Refreshments will be served by the Dismantling Racism Team. 

Synopsis: Starr Carter is constantly switching between two 
worlds: the poor, mostly black, neighborhood where she lives and 
the rich, mostly white, prep school she attends. The uneasy 
balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses 
the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of 
a police officer. Now, facing pressure from all sides of the 
community, Starr must find her voice and stand up for what's right. 

UMD's Summit on Equity, Race, and Ethnicity  
8am–6pm on Wednesday, February 27  

in the Kirby Student Center 
Workshops will be offered by UMD faculty, staff and students as 
well as other community leaders. The keynote speaker will be 
Janaya Khan. Watch the weekly email in February for registration 
information. 

Above: 
Lighting 
candles at the 
MLK Service. 

Left: Peace 
Church youth 
taking part in 
the dedication 
of our new 
Sanctuary 
Living Space 
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Peace People  

Thank You! 
➢To all who worked on our remodeled youth room and living space for 
those needing sanctuary: Jim McLean, Dave Clark, Dave Courtright, Juan 
Gonzalez, Don Lessard, Shana Aue, Tim Peters, Paul & Judy Hlina, Dennis 
Isernhagen, Scott & Phyllis Mead, Sara Carlson & Melissa Gerads, Tim 
Johnson, Danny O’Neill, Tom Wilkowske, Dan Green, Gary Sheldon, Matt 
Ryan, Judy Gibbs & Shawn Wentz, Bob & Kay Stevens, Nina Preheim, 
Nathan Langer, Burnell Peterson, Jim Gangl, Ellen and John Lindgren, 
Justin Olson, Gail Blum, Jake Romberg, Diana Oestreich, Lori Seele, Thad 
Dziuk, Lynn Watson, Yunus Hunter, John Thoennes, Geoffrey and Jen 
from the Quakers, and others. 

➢Thanks to Kirsten and Juan Gonzalez for leading the Salsa dancing as 
part of our building dedication on January 20. 

➢Thanks to our Taco Crew for the building dedication: Marsha Hystead, 
Shana Aue, Penny Cragun, Paul and Judy Hlina, and others. 

➢Thanks to Warren Post, Andy Fena, Stacey Stark, and Cameron Hubley 
for helping Nathan chaperone the middle school youth lock-in! 

➢To all who helped with food following the MLK Inter-Faith worship service 
at our church on Sunday, January 20: Betty Greene, Kevin Skwira-Brown, 
Nettie Bothwell, and Tim Peters. 

➢Thank you to those who provided special music in the month of January: 
The Peace Band, Susan Larson Kidd, Wendy Durrwachter, Sara Pajunen, 
Leon Rohrbaugh, Tom Wilkowske, Ian Connell, Dave Winchester, Sam 
Marks, Jessica Olson, Kirby Wood, Kelli Hallsten, Shirin Lee, and the choir. 

➢To Jack and Gayle Kelly for donating their couch for the youth room. It's 
been a great fit for us!  

➢To Peace Church: “So many thank yous for your part in the success of 
the MLK Inter-faith Service. Before calling out individuals and teams of 
people it has to be stated that Peace Church has long seeded, nurtured 
and broadcasted the call for Inclusive Justice. How beautiful to have the 
service coincide with the dedication of your Sanctuary Space. Thank you 
for guidance, music, sound, American Sign Language, food, assistance 
with bringing up the Wayman Men's chorus and all the unnamed tasks that 
went into making hosting look effortless. Thank you to Pastor Kathy, Jim 
Pospisil and his musicians, All from the Acting for Justice Hub, And to You 
who showed up and continue to hold the space and vision of Peace 
Church. Our community is better with You. The MLK Planning Committee” 

➢Thank you so much to the many of you who donated new books to our 
Children’s Library! We are excited to offer our families and Sunday School 
classes these wonderful selections. 

➢“Dear Peace Church friends, Your parish is so generous to us at 
Christmas! The gifts you collected for children were wonderful and were 
given to 137 kids. Parents were so grateful. Pies were relished and we 
especially appreciate the organizing that was probably done by Janell. 
Peace in the new year. Donna and all at Loaves and Fishes” 

➢From First Lutheran Church: “The Micah 6:8 Team puts its arms around 
you all and whispers yes on behalf of your First Lutheran brothers and 
sisters towards the sanctuary project. Blessings on the Journey, Beth Holst, 
co chair of the Micah Team” 

➢From Helen Wessberg: “Hi Pastor Kathy, Just wanted to thank the 
Christmas Carolers. I really enjoyed their songs. Also thanks for the 
poinsettia—that was nice to get. Happy Holidays to Peace Church  
and you.” 

➢“Peace Church, Thank you for your donation to support a Mentor Duluth 
family in need of a new washer and dryer. This will help tremendously with 
the family to save time and resources. We are incredibly grateful for your 
support and generosity in giving back to the community.” 

Keep in Your Prayers 
➢Nat Hawley at home on 
hospice. 

➢Denise Hamsher hospitalized 
at Essentia for complications 
from her cancer. 

➢Bill Kehtel dealing with an 
infection in his foot. 

➢Joe Machones dealing with 
muscle weakness. 

➢Tim Peters recovering at home 
from knee surgery. 

➢Patty Guist recovering at home 
from surgery on her thumb. 

➢Ed Proetz recovering from 
shoulder surgery. 

Sympathy 
➢ Sympathy to the family of 
Helena Ebarb, daughter of Jessi 
and David Cook, granddaughter 
of Elsie Cook who died on 
Sunday, February 20th at the 
age of 9.  Pastor Kathy officiated 
at her funeral.  Helena was 
known as a hugger—she 
hugged everyone.  And she fully 
embraced life, often saying “this 
is the best day ever”.  Her life 
was filled with so many joy filled 
moments.  Her love of life 
continues as she was an organ 
donor, helping so many people 
to live.  Helena wrote this for a 
school project . . .“Love is 
trusting someone and being 
there for someone and being 
kind to them”.  May we follow 
her wise and loving ways.      

➢Sympathy to Cynthia Poirier 
on the death of her brother, 
Wilfred Goddard. Pastor Kathy 
officiated at his memorial service 
on January 29. 

Many thanks to  
Photographer John Ameel! 

So many of the 
photos in the 
Peace Bells  
are taken by 
John. He is 
always ready 
with his camera 
at any special 
occasion! 
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  Community          CHUM  

Chum Church Worship  

Sunday, February 10, 4pm at Peace Church 
CHUM Church will be held on Sunday, February 10 
at Peace UCC. CHUM Church intentionally invites 
people of all abilities who wish to worship in an 
accessible, welcoming, and inclusive 
environment.  Worship is open to all. Our worship 
service is about ½ hour long, has an easy-to-follow 
liturgy, familiar hymns, and a time for socializing. The 
worship service is accommodating to people 
experiencing memory loss.  Join us for pre-worship 
activities at 4:00pm and worship at 4:30pm, with a 
light supper following. This month’s host 
congregation is French River Lutheran and our 
theme is “An introduction to the parables-building 
your house upon a rock”. For more information 
contact Sue Anderson, CHUM Church Coordinator, 
740-2498 or sanderson@chumduluth.org. 

Joint Religious Legislative Coalition  
Day on the Hill 

Thursday, February 7 

Stand Out Firmly for Justice 

Keynote Speaker—Imam Yahya Hendi 

CHUM Annual Meeting 
Tuesday, February 19 

6:30 p.m. - Fellowship 

7 - 8:15 p.m. - Meeting and Program 

Temple Israel, 1602 E 2nd St. 

Make your Food Shelf donation go further  
with reusable bags 

When you donate to a food drive for the Food 
Shelf, please consider bringing your food donations 
in a reusable shopping bag. The Food Shelf is 
excited to partner with the Great Lakes Aquarium to 
keep our lakes and land free of plastic, and together 
we are offering clients an opportunity to visit the 
Aquarium free of charge for utilizing reusable bags! 
The Food Shelf will also be giving away an extra free 
item to clients who remember to bring back their bags 
every time they shop. 

In order to go plastic free at the food shelf, we 
need 120,000 bags. Thanks to the Aquarium and 
some CHUM congregations, we have more than 400 
bags to start with!  Just a small step in the right 
direction! 

Mental Health Support Group  
Offered in Duluth 

A NAMI Connection peer support group for adults 
recovering from mental illness meets weekly in 
Duluth. The free group is sponsored by NAMI 
Minnesota (National Alliance on Mental Illness). 
Trained facilitators who are also in recovery lead 
NAMI Connection groups. The group meets on 
Mondays, from 6:00-7:30pm, at Peace Church, 1111 
N. 11th Ave. E. For more information, contact Jake at 
218-591-2925 or Jill at 218-348-5417.  

NAMI Minnesota is a non-profit organization that 
works to improve the lives of children and adults with 
mental illnesses and their families through its 
programs of education, support and advocacy. 

The Victory Chorus, a new and very special 
program of Dementia Friendly Duluth,  

is seeking Participants!  

Led by music professionals, the Victory Chorus 

features people living with dementia, their care 

partners, loved ones and volunteer singers all making 

beautiful music together.  

Participants (people living with dementia) are 

needed for Session 1.  

The Victory Chorus rehearses once-a-week at the 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation from 1:30-3:30  

on Sunday afternoons in preparation for the Chorus 

performance, which takes place on the last week of 

each session.  

Session 1 information:  

Sundays - February 3rd through May 5th  

(no rehearsal on Easter Sunday)  

Each Participant will be paired with, and sing 

alongside, a Victory Chorus Volunteer Singer for 

rehearsals and performances.  

*All participants must have a care partner attend each 

rehearsal. Care partners may be Volunteer Singers, 

help out in another way, or just be present during 

rehearsals and final performance.  

If you know of someone in our community who might 

be interested in participating, please invite them to  

Be a part of the Victory Chorus!  

For more information: contact Beth Kaiser, E-mail: 

vcjoybethk@gmail.com, or phone: (218) 343-8145.  

Look for us on Facebook: dementiafriendlyduluth.org 

St. John’s Bible at CSS 
The College of St. Scholastica will hold a two-day 
workshop on February 1 & 2 that will give attendees 
a chance to learn about the Saint John’s Bible and 
get hands-on experience with traditional bookmaking 
techniques. More info at  css.edu/Bible. 

New on the Peace Church website 
Recent sermons by Gary Boelhower and Nathan 

Holst. Also listen to audio recordings of our services. 

www.peaceucc.org/worship-services/ 

mailto:sanderson@chumduluth.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AbTT_vHBZ1qpAyIJ8ZPnFToA6bVaUt21HKz9NUebZiOHw0ujeYcUi6PrwScRRH1is9qhUaHmjwdZJgnAU_ngsmJfZz0Ybpq4HaNyZZJsasZQVehUQchWkQE66Vk9u4QUETm5MtIzsmFhjYJ0PzAKysnjaheejGtsQUwL-IHaxmKrUVA0xy8BhissHBES_aDg-wQBbyH911aK9uYMs-QDdbKynTo1muNDzbXE
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AbTT_vHBZ1qpAyIJ8ZPnFToA6bVaUt21HKz9NUebZiOHw0ujeYcUi6PrwScRRH1is9qhUaHmjwdZJgnAU_ngsmJfZz0Ybpq4HaNyZZJsasZQVehUQchWkQE66Vk9u4QUETm5MtIzsmFhjYJ0PzAKysnjaheejGtsQUwL-IHaxmKrUVA0xy8BhissHBES_aDg-wQBbyH911aK9uYMs-QDdbKynTo1muNDzbXE
http://css.edu/Bible
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February Volunteer Schedules 

Monday Meals at  
Dorothy Day House  
(1712 Jefferson) 

Feb.4 Nancy Taggert 

Feb. 11 Beth Bartlett 

Feb. 18 Jessica Olson 

Feb. 25 Gary Boelhower 

 

Damiano Soup Kitchen 
Sunday, February 10 

1:30pm: Brenda Steele, Julie Flotten 

& Alison Wood, Kim & Nancy Carlson 

4:20pm: Gayle & Jack Kelly, Justin & 

Jessica Olson, Ian Connell 

Nursery 
February 3: Holly Jorde, Elaine Schmid 

(Back-up needed) 

February 10: Lisa Fitzpatrick, Volunteer needed, 
Back-up needed 

February 17: 2 volunteers needed  
(Karen Sheldon, Back-up) 

February 24: Taylor Wilcox,  
Eric Holmstrom, (Back-up needed) 

Coming up — March 

Coordinators:  
Jessica Olson, 218-724-5210 
Judy Johnson, 218-340-6103 

John & Kathy Bray, 525-4220 

Karola & Rick Dalen, 384-9779 

Sarah Nelson & Joe Ehlers,  
218-461-9596 

Andy & Libby Fena, 525-1356  

Laura Greensmith, 340-9110 

Paul & Judy Hlina,  
715-398-5453 

Jen Pearson & Doug Hoffman, 
525-0099 

Niki Hysjulien & Tim Johnson, 
651-739-3992 

Doug Zaun & Emily Larson,  
728-3375  

Deborah McLeod, 393-1517 

Bob & Rene Montgomery,  
525-5400 

Dave & Stacey Stark, 393-4003 

Susan Streitz, 724-0759 

Steve Davis & Terese Tomanek, 
724-1363 

Lori Williams, 341-4324 

Coffee Hour Teams 

February Schedule 
Coordinators:  

Marsha & Tom Hystead, 728-3152 

Pat & Lynn Devlin, 728-2592 

February 3 

Set-up: Gudrun & Geof Witrak  

Serve: Rick & Karen Morgan,  

Sara Dean  

Clean-up: Jen Stenersen & Melissa 

Boyle 

February 10 

Set-up: Sandy & Justin Liles  

Serve: Heidi Severson, Jon Barry  

Clean-up: John Wakefield,  

Pat &  Lynn Devlin 

February 17 

Set-up: Jim & Cindy McLean 

Serve: Denise Perry, Langer family  

Clean-up: Elise & Dave Courtright, 

Peter & Sophia Farell 

February 24 

Set-up: Cindi Butcher, Kinneys 

Serve: Susan Ranfranz/Doug 

Manthey  

Clean-up: John Erickson/Gail Blum 

Please bring 4 dozen cookies, 

bars, crackers or fruit on your 

morning to help out! THANKS! 

Sunday February 3 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Volunteer needed 

Ushers: Bob & Kay Stevens 

10:30 service 

 Lay Leader: Rene Montgomery 

 Greeters: Cindy Macaulay, Sue Munns,  
Amy Sullivan 

 Ushers: Bob Montgomery, Loni Cran-Hovis, 
Tom & Chris Day 

Sunday February 10 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Marilyn Mayry 

Ushers: Bilin Tsai, Aimee Brown 

10:30 service 

Lay Leader: Gudrun Witrak 

Greeters: Elsie Cook, Angie Miller, Patty Guist 

Ushers: Bob Montgomery, Rene Montgomery, 
Diane & Mike Swanoski 

Sunday February 17 

8:30 service 

Lay Leader: Bill Simpson 

Ushers: Dennis & Denise Hamsher 

10:30 service  

Lay Leader: Ellyn Wiens 

Greeters: Jill Bugbee, Judy Siegle, volunteer needed 

Ushers: Bob Montgomery, Ellen Shelhon,  
Rene Montgomery, Julie MacKenzie 

Sunday February 24 

8:30 service: Taizé service—no Ushers, no Lay Leader 

10:30 service 

 Lay Leader: Amy Sullivan 

 Greeters: Rebecca Holmstrom, Phyllis Cook,  
volunteer needed. 

 Ushers: Bob Montgomery, Rene Montgomery,  
Patty Guist, Judy Siegle 

Acolytes 
February 3:    Harrison Neblett, Neve Pospisil 

February 10:  Gaius Sheldon, Ave Steffes 

February 17:  Elizabeth VanStraaten, Colin Westbrook 

February 24:  CaiLan Barlass, Elliot Bergsven 

As you can see, we are desperately 
in need of Nursery volunteers! 
Grandmas and Grandpas welcome, 
as well as parents, teens and other 
adults! Call Kelli, 724-3637, or sign 
up online if you are already on the 
nursery volunteer list. 
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Peace United Church of Christ 
1111 North 11th Avenue East 
Duluth, MN 55805-1517 
 
(218) 724-3637 
www.peaceucc.org 
E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 

Non-profit  
Organization 

US Postage PAID 
Permit No. 84 

Duluth, MN 

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF    
Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Ministries:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Kelli Farell 

Visitation:  Cheryl Walsh 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation: Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, and Rev. John Szarke 

  

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY—9am-3pm, PHONE:  218-724-3637 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Kathy: knelson@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org  

Jim: jim@peaceucc.org  Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org   Kelli: kelli@peaceucc.org 

    Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org    Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 

Tim Peters: tpnc53@gmail.com 
  

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events, please email the office. 

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


