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ADVENT and CHRISTMAS at PEACE CHURCH
Advent Family Fun Day

Christmas Eve Worship

Sunday December 2 at 9:30am

December 24 at 4pm and 10pm

Join us in the Fellowship Hall as
we prepare for Advent. We will be
making a wreath for the church and
advent candle wreaths and
devotions for you to take home.
Marian Jensen will again be
Advent Family Fun Day 2017
helping us make a large wreath for
our building. We will also be creating ornaments and making cards
to take to our homebound members. Snacks available; kids and
adults are welcome!

Prayers Around the Cradle
Wednesdays in December, beginning December 5
7:00pm in the Sanctuary
This meditative worship includes quiet singing, silence, prayer
and the lighting of candles—time for reflection and prayer as we
journey toward Christmas (December 5, 12, and 19). Gudrun
Witrak, Beth Bartlett, and Jane Rupel will help to lead this time of
prayer. The liturgy lasts about 20 minutes, based on each
participant’s need for silence and prayer.

Children’s Christmas Pageant
Sunday December 16 at 10:30 service
“Christmas: The Inside Story”

The 4pm service will have a
hymn sing starting at 3:30pm. This
service includes a children’s time, a
drama, “Babushka” led by our
middle school youth, and special
music by Rachel Peterson, Eva
Reistad and our youth. We will also
celebrate the baptism of Keian Johnson,
son of Holly Johnson and Minnie Dubla.
We will end by lighting candles as the
Hanka family plays “Silent Night”.
The 10 pm service will include
anthems by our senior choir, brass
accompaniment, and a homily by Pastor
Kathy. It will also end in candlelight and
“Silent Night”. Join us this holy evening
as we worship our God with Us! This
service will be audiostreamed from
our website www.peaceucc.org.

Christmas Eve Supper
5 pm in the Fellowship Hall
All are Welcome!

This year’s Christmas pageant features
Suzie Caster, who you may remember from
VBS, and her intern as they interview a
local family, immigrants, and the homeless
on the meaning of Christmas. There will be
birthday cake for Jesus at coffee hour after the pageant. More
details for kids and parents on page 9.

Join us for a Christmas Eve supper
of soup, salad, and Christmas cookies
following the 4 pm service. Join us!
This is a great time to gather with others
who may be alone or whose families are
far away! Sign up outside the office if
you can help by bringing bread, salad,
soup or cookies.

Choir Cantata

Winter Solstice Celebration

Sunday December 23 at the 10:30 Service
Our Cantata this year will focus on the theme “All Are Welcome at
the Stable”. Songs, readings and instrumental numbers will weave
together to explore this theme. In diverse languages and styles,
from different cultures and countries, the music celebrating
Christ’s birth reminds us that all are welcome at the stable. Songs
about shepherds and kings, stories about lambs and lions grazing
together provide a vision of radical welcome, of profound
inclusivity, of the one family of humankind we are called to be. All
are Welcome, You Are Welcome at the Stable.

Friday December 21, 5pm
Come to Peace and share the longest
night of the year together! We’ll have a
fire with a yule log, hot dogs and smores.
We’ll watch the Solstice episode from
Northern Exposure.
After, join us at the Unitarian
Church for Sara Thomsen’s annual
Winter Concert at 7pm.

From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson
Who named you? What does your name mean? How do you feel about your name? We always talk about
these questions in confirmation as we read the birth stories in Luke and Matthew. Names mean something in
the bible and in our lives. Matthew’s birth story is less familiar and yet so important. The emphasis in Matthew’s
story is on Jesus’ father Joseph. Joseph wakes after learning in a dream what to name his impossible child. He
is told to name him Jesus, and so he does. It is in the naming that Joseph claims this miraculous baby. There is
a connection and a power in naming. I have always felt that it is one of the most important things I have done as
a parent.
At first Joseph is confused, hurt and angry about this pregnancy that he had nothing to do with. But instead
of making a public spectacle of Mary, his beloved—which could have included a stoning—in an act of
compassion he decides to send her off quietly. It is after this decision that he dreams.
The Old Testament Joseph with the special coat is another biblical dreamer. Matthew is writing to Jewish
followers of Jesus, so Joseph and his dreams would immediately remind that early community of Jesus’
followers of the story of the Joseph in the book of Genesis who saved a nation because he could interpret
dreams. The Joseph with the special coat knew what Pharaoh's dreams of fat cows and skinny cows meant and
made a way for people to store up food to survive the coming famine. Yes, these are our stories of dreamers
who save God’s people.
Jesus’ father Joseph also knows the power of dreams. He dreams a dream of angels, of the Holy Spirit, of a
son and of names. He could have awakened and shrugged it off—perhaps it was just the food from the night
before. But the dream lingers, and moves him to act. He acts courageously, decisively, and takes hold of the
dream, the words, the names. He stays with Mary. He is obedient, he dares to hope. And he names his son
Jesus, which means “God saves”. Even before Jesus is born he is transforming relationships—that of his
parents—pushing his father out of his comfort zone and into righteous relationship, and the family is saved.
The salvation that Jesus will bring also reveals the other given name: Emmanuel, God with us. This is the
heart of Matthew’s gospel—that God is with us. Emmanuel is the first theological statement about who Jesus is.
And in Matthew it will be the last—Emmanuel. Remember that I am with you always, lo to the end of the age.
God is with us, even when our world seems to be falling apart. Emmanuel, God is with us. This is a word we
need to hear these days, as we pray for the dreamers, the children of immigrants among us, for the children at
our borders and for those making their way here or hoping to stay here. There is still time to make public
comments on the proposed changes that would dramatically limit those who would be able to seek permanent
legal status under the public charge test. The proposal has already made immigrant families afraid to seek
programs that support basic needs. You can submit your comments by using the postcards available in the
church narthex or through this link: https://protectingimmigrantfamilies.org/#take-action.
We celebrate the birth of a child born in a stable, for there was no room for him. I am so grateful for all of
you who have worked so hard in creating our sanctuary space, creating room. We sing of the one who calls us
to love our neighbors, all our neighbors. I look forward to the word and music of Regina Laroche and Sarah
Greer on Sunday, December 9, as we celebrate our immigration stories. Yes, Jesus comes to shatter all our
expectations, to save the least and the last. And yet, even now he comes, Emmanuel, God is with us.
May we, too, believe in the power of that name and move out into the world in hope.
Peace friends ~ Pastor Kathy

Blood Drive on December 2
8am-to noon

Peace is Hosting Chum Church Pageant
and Dinner on Sunday, December 9, 4 pm

Peace Church will host a blood drive
through Memorial Blood Centers on
Sunday, December 2, from 8am-12pm.
The bus will be located in the church
parking lot. Your donation is critical and
saves lives in our community. You can schedule an
appointment at the church or by contacting Cathy Ameel
at ameelcj123@aol.com.

Let Pastor Kathy know if you can help serve
lasagna supper, donate cupcakes, and/or help with
the Chum Church Pageant. This is a great event for
families to share. We will need folks to sing with the
Chum Church Choir, to help participants get ready
with their costumes, and to work with Pastor Kathy
in leading worship. Call or email the office, or sign
up in the Narthex if you can help!

To learn more about donating blood or to establish an
account, you can visit the Memorial Blood Center
website at http://www.mbc.org/Home. During the Advent
season this could be the most important gift you choose
to give!

Advent Devotional Guides
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A limited number are available in the office—
one per family. Stop in the office if you would like
one.

Sundays in December
We continue to have two services on Sunday mornings, at 8:30am and 10:30am.
At our 8:30 service, we share communion every Sunday. At our 10:30 service, we share communion the first
Sunday of the month. The sermon and children’s time at both services is the same except for the fourth
Sunday of each month when our 8:30 service is a Taizé Service (prayer, song, scripture, and meditation).

Sunday, December 2
First Sunday of Advent
Scripture: Jeremiah 33:14–16 and
Luke 21:25–36
Sermon: “Signs of Things to Come”
Communion will be celebrated at both of our
services. The Choir and the Peace Band, led
by Jane Aas, Ron Deters, and Dave
Winchester, will share their music with us.

Sunday, December 9
Second Sunday of Advent
Scripture: Luke 3:1–6
Sermon: “Preparing the Way”
This morning Regina Laroche and Sarah
Greer will lead worship with Pastor Kathy as
we celebrate in song and word the power and
hope of immigration stories.

Adult Forums
Sunday mornings at 9:30am
in the Fireside Room
Sunday, December 2 – Advent Family Fun Day for All Ages in
the Fellowship Hall.
Sunday, December 9 – Regina Laroche will share her family’s
immigration stories and other journey stories with us.
Sunday, December 16 – Jebeh Edmunds will share her
immigration story with us.
Sunday, December 23 – The Birth of Jesus – also an
immigration story – finding a place of safety and welcome, first
in Bethlehem and then the flight to Egypt.
Sunday, December 30 – Potluck Brunch for all in the
Fellowship Hall; Egg Bake and beverages provided, bring
something else to share if you are able.

Alternative Gift Giving Opportunity
Sunday, December 2 – 9:30–noon
Peace Church Fellowship Hall

Sunday, December 16
Third Sunday of Advent
8:30 service: Pastor Kathy will preach.
Scripture: Isaiah 12:2–6 and Luke 3:7–18
Sermon: “Look Forward’
Music by the Peace Church Choir.
10:30 service: The Children will present their
annual Christmas Pageant and we will
celebrate the baptism of Chloe Bittner,
daughter of Joy and Ben.

You will have the opportunity to purchase gifts from
Koinonia Farms, from Haji Dokhanji, a
professor at UWS who has many connections
with refugees (the purchase of these gifts
supports their families), and $10 bookmarks
to support the work of Tom and Monica
Liddle, our mission partners in East Timor.

Christmas Fund Offering

Sunday, December 23
Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:30 service: Pastor Kathy will preach.
Scripture: Luke 1:39–55
Sermon: “Mary’s Song”
10:30 service: Annual Choir Cantata

Sunday, December 30
First Sunday After Christmas
8:30 service: Taizé
10:30 service: Pastor Kathy will preach.
Scripture: Luke 2:41–52
Sermon: “Who is this Child?”
Special potluck brunch for all at 9:30 in the
Fellowship Hall. Pastor Kathy will make egg
bake, but other breakfast items are welcome!
No coffee hour after the 10:30 service.

Sunday, December 23
This offering is used to supplement pensions for low
income clergy and lay church workers and provide Christmas
“Thank You” gift checks next December to low-income
retirees. Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the
growing number of retirees whose low-income annuities make
it difficult to meet increasing living costs. This is your
opportunity to participate in God's promise of renewal by
enabling this ministry of compassion and care.

Come sing in the Choir
for Christmas and the Cantata
The Peace Church choir meets every Wednesday at
6:15pm in the Music Room. Beginners are always welcome!
Please contact music director Jim Pospisil at
jim@peaceucc.org, or just show up on any Wednesday. This
year’s Choir Cantata is scheduled for Sunday, December 23.

Healing Prayer – December 30 The last Sunday of each month at 11:30am in the sanctuary
Share a prayer of concern with a caring person and receive a blessing.
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Opportunities for Education and Reflection
Listening to Call at All Stages of Life:
an intergenerational conversation
Thursday December 6 (last meeting)
5-7pm in the Fireside Room

The Sunday Special
Coffee Hour table December 9 & January 13
Next regular meeting—Sunday January 27
at 11:30am in the Fireside Room

Are you experiencing a transition in life and having
difficulty figuring out what your next step is? Or do you
simply want a space to share and listen to how others
are following where life or God is leading them?

We are a spiritual and social support group for
individuals, families, caregivers, and workers who
live and work with disabilities and special needs.
On Sundays: December 9, 2018 & January 13,
2019, a table will be reserved for us in the
Fellowship Hall. We will have an informal check in
and chat during coffee hour after the 10:30 worship
service. See you there!
Our next formal meeting dates are: January 27,
February 24, March 24, and April 28.
May your Christmas Season be filled with love,
joy, and peace!
Amy Sullivan and Penny Cragun

Come join the conversation for the final meeting of
this 4-week series on call. We’ll draw on Parker
Palmer’s work, and create some space to listen to the
wisdom of our own voices.

Beloved Community
Sunday December 2 at 3pm
in the Fireside Room
We invite you to join us on the first Sunday of each
month from 3:00-4:30pm as we gather for a time to
center ourselves in music, story, prayer and language
that is inclusive to all, remembering our connection to
one another and to all that is, a place to come
together to connect with one another through and
with the Divine.

Monday Women’s Book Group
December 3 at 6:30pm
in the Fireside Room
The Monday book group will continue reading and
discussing A Feminist Ethic of Risk, with a focus on
Part 3, on December 3rd. We will not be meeting on
December 17th. The book for January is Roll of
Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred Taylor

In this special time we share a place of centering
and renewal, a place of quiet and of sharing, and at a
table where all are equally a part of the story. The
place where there is no “other”. With your help, we
will build this place together.

Meetings are held on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of
the month. This book group is open to all women.
New members always welcome!

At 4pm, we will join with the “Report from the
Border” event for a light supper. See page 11 for
more information.

Lenox Women’s Spiritual Life Group
Monday December 17 at noon
Lenox Place, 701 W. Superior St. Apt. 710

Men’s Breakfast
December 13 & 27, 7am, New London Cafe

Lunch is provided by Loni (a fabulous cook) and then
Cheryl Walsh leads us in a time of devotions. We
share great conversation and a time of deepening our
relationships with one another and God. All women
are welcome to join us !
Please call Cheryl Walsh (525-4129) or Pastor
Kathy (724-3637) with questions, or if a ride is needed.

Come to eat and converse at the New London
Café, 4721 East Superior Street. We meet every
other Thursday. All men are invited to attend.

Peace Grief Support Group
Sunday December 16 at 11:30am
in the Chapel

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group

Facilitated by Chaplains Deborah Cooper & Gudrun Witrak
“Like stars,
long after their deaths,
their light still finds me.”
Please join us downstairs in the Chapel, following the
10:30 service, on the third Sunday of the month.
Questions? Call Deborah (218-728-2097).

Wednesday December 26
at noon in the Fireside Room
(the fourth Wednesday of the month)
Join us in the Fireside Room for a reading of the
Christmas Stories and the sharing of favorite
Christmas memories. Bring your lunch and Christmas
cookies to share. There will be carol singing too.
All are welcome!

Funeral help is needed on Friday December 7

for Virginia Nelson’s service at 11am.
Donations of bars, set-up help at 10am and serve/clean-up at 11:30. Call the office or sign-up at church.
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Holiday Opportunities
Take a tag from the Giving Tree!

Christmas Caroling to
Homebound Members

Loaves and Fishes The green tags on the Giving Tree in
the Narthex are for gifts for the children coming to the Loaves
and Fishes Christmas party. Unwrapped gifts need to be
returned to Peace Church by Wednesday December 12.

Life House Take a red tag from the Giving Tree to give a

gift to the youth at Life House. Bring your unwrapped gift to
Peace Church by Sunday December 16, with the tag from the
tree attached.

Sunday December 16 after lunch at church
Join us for a light lunch of soup and then
caroling to some of our members living in
local nursing homes or assisted living residences. It is a great way to get out and sing
with our members!

Hildegard House Yellow tags are for Hildegard House

COATS NEEDED
at the St. Louis County Jail.

(housing victims of sex trafficking). Please have gifts in gift
bags at Peace Church by Thursday December 13.

Grandmothers for Peace Holiday Book Drive
This holiday season, instead of toys, Grandmothers for
Peace is collecting children's books on friendship, kindness,
diversity, and cultural understanding, plus art supplies. Please
bring your unwrapped gifts to the collection box in the narthex
before Friday December 14. Donations will be given to
AICHO and Dabinoo'Igan shelter. Thank you!!

Gifts for December Thursday Chum Meal
Cathy Carlson and her Third Thursday Chum Dinner crew
are planning a special Christmas meal for December 20.
They are putting together gift bags and would like donations of
such things as hand warmers, energy bars. Look for a
collection jar for one dollar bills also. We will be helping to fill
the bags on Wednesday December 19 in the Fellowship Hall
at 6pm.

Cookies for the Jail
Every year we provide at least 15 dozen cookies for
the jail Christmas party! Please sign up in the narthex
if you can provide cookies, and bring cookies to the
church by Monday December 10.

Pies for Loaves and Fishes
We are hoping to provide 12 pies this year for the Loaves
and Fishes Christmas party. Sign up at church or call the office
if you can donate a pie. Please drop off pies on Saturday
December 15 between 1pm and 3pm at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, 1710 E Superior (use back entrance off Greysolon
Road). If you need to drop off earlier, call Joel at 340-4356.

Folks who are released from jail this time
of year often do not have winter clothes to
wear when they leave. Please help by
donating coats! Larger sizes are especially
needed. Drop off coats at Peace Church, and
Pastor Kathy will take them to the jail on
Thursdays, when she goes there for her
weekly women’s bible study.

Winter Clothes
for Kindergarten Kids
Hello Peace Church Community from Ella
Brown!! I am looking for donations of winter
clothes for two kindergarten classrooms that
I am currently working in during my time in St.
Paul. Most of the students I am working with
live well below the poverty line and are in
need of warm winter gear for this upcoming
winter. These kids mostly need warm winter
mittens or gloves, snow pants, and waterresistant jackets. All gear should be kid’s
sizes: 5, 6, or 7.
Donations can be brought to Peace
Church and placed in a bin located near the
church office. I am hoping to bring these
kindergarteners their new warm clothes
before Christmas break. Thank you for any
contributions!!

POINSETTIA ORDER

Please fill out and place in the offering plate or send to the office by Thursday December 20.

Poinsettias will decorate our sanctuary on Christmas Eve—feel free to take your poinsettia home after the service.

Name
I wish to order ______ poinsettias at a cost of $20.00 each,
___in memory of / ___in honor of the following person(s):

5

Groups, Gatherings, and Opportunities to Serve
Third Tuesday Podcast Lunch
Tuesday December 18 at noon
in the Conference Room
This month’s On Being Podcast is James
Doty “The Magic Shop of the Brain”. Brain
surgeon James Doty is on the cutting edge of our
knowledge of the brain and the heart: how they
talk to each other; what compassion means in the
body and in action; and how we can reshape our
lives and perhaps our species through the
scientific and human understanding we are now
gaining.
All are welcome, and sandwiches are
provided, thanks to Nancy Carlson, who is also
the inspiration behind and facilitator of this group.

Spiritual Journey Team Update
This team is continuing to interview
Peace Church members
Hi Peace family! Just wanted to send a brief
update on how we’re doing in the spiritual journey
corner of the world. First, and most importantly, I
want you to know what an incredible privilege it is
to have these conversations. Faith and deep
yearnings are not the stuff of ordinary
interactions, and that’s just what we want to hear
about….so thank you! Despite the busy-ness of
this season we will continue to sit down and chat,
so if you’re called please consider saying ‘yes!’,
and if you want to be interviewed please let the
church office know. Have a blessed December!
Cindy Macaulay

January Peace
Bell Articles are
due Monday
December 17

PALS (Peace Adults Learning and Socializing)
Thursday December 13
Holiday Progressive Dinner at 6pm
Mark your calendars for Thursday, December 13, 6
pm, for PALS' annual Holiday Progressive Dinner. We'll
start at the home of Kathy and Kirby Wood, 3700 E.
Superior St. for "heavy" appetizers and then head to the
home of Linda and Dick Goese, 4730 London Rd., for
desserts. Please RSVP to Joan Peterson, 218-428-6570
or joan.peterson1@gmail.com by Saturday,
December 9, with what you plan to bring. We may need to
ask a few folks to change their contribution just so we
have enough at each stop. Donations of wine or beer are
also appreciated to accompany the non-alcoholic
beverages that will be provided. Since parking is limited,
please consider carpooling.
Future events:
Anthropology of our region, January 31
Backstage at the NorShor, February 28

Peace Church Meals at CHUM Drop-in Center
Wednesday Breakfast
December 5 & 19 at 9am
Join this fun group and help to fix a
breakfast for the folks at the Chum Drop-in Center
(located at 1st Ave West and 2nd Street).

Thursday Dinner—December 20
Special Christmas Dinner!
We will be filling 150 Gift bags to give out. We
welcome donations of small gifts such as flashlights,
decks of cards, energy bars, meat sticks, hand/foot
warmers, candy, chocolate, deodorant, mittens, gloves,
$1 bills or anything else you think might be nice for the
gift bags. Drop off donations in the bin in the narthex.
Help and donations for the dinner are always welcome!
Let us know if you’d like to be on the email list to provide food
and/or help serve. Call the church office at 218-724-3637.

Peace Winter Retreat at Wolf Ridge Learning Center
February 8-10, 2019
Mark your calendar! Call the church office now to sign-up for Winter Retreat at Wolf
Ridge Environmental Learning Center! Friday, February 9, through Sunday, February 11, 2018. Cost is $137.75
per person for the whole week-end. Children 4 years of age and younger are free. Scholarships available on a
sliding fee scale (up to half the cost). Call or e-mail the Peace office now to reserve your family’s place. We have
space to accommodate 100 people. Payments will be due in the Peace office on Monday, February 4, 2019.
Playing together is an awesome way to grow in faith and Winter Retreat is a great place to do it. Wolf Ridge
will do the outdoor programming and Nathan will coordinate the faith programming and music. It’s a great place
to develop life-long connections with other families in Peace Church.
Our hope is that when Peace’s children are wrapped in Blessing Blankets on high school graduation Sunday,
they will have deep roots in a church family where they learned to Praise God, Live in the Way of Jesus, and
work toward Beloved Community—roots from which their faith will grow and continue to sustain them.
Join us for time together of life-changing memory making at Peace Winter Retreat.
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Wednesday Activities
Wednesday Activity Schedule

Kid’s Club for 2nd-5th graders!

4:45-5:30: Kids’ Choir / Kids’ Yoga (see schedule)
5pm: Centering Prayer in Chapel (4:30 Info)
5:30-6pm: Dinner in the Fellowship Hall
6-7pm: Bible Study in the Conference Room
6-7:15pm: Kids’ Club in the
Lakeview Classroom (2nd-5th graders)
6-7:30pm: Middle School Youth Group
in the Fireside Room
6:15pm: Adult Choir in the Music Room
7-8:15pm: Confirmation in the Fireside Room
Childcare is provided in the Nursery from 6 to 7:30pm.
No dinner or youth/kids’ activities
on December 26!

6:00pm to 7:15pm Wednesdays
Lakeview Classroom
Join Children’s Ministry Coordinator Kelli
after Wednesday dinner to find how our faith
works in our lives. We’ll be playing games,
making crafts, having book club, and
playing Legos…all while making new
friends!
December 5: Book Club—Pippi Longstocking by
Astrid Lindgren
December 12: Legos
December 19: Games
December 26: NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES
6-7:30pm—Kids 1st grade and under are welcome in
the nursery with Childcare staff, Meghan, where they
may play board games, Legos, or enjoy free play.

Kids’ Choir and Yoga Schedule
Kids’ Choir will be on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays
from 4:45-5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary (December 5 &
19). Kids will sing the second Sunday of the month
(December 9) at the 10:30 service. If you have any
questions, please contact Susan Larson Kidd at (218)
722-7972 or susan.larsonkidd@drslk.com or Kelli
Farell at church, 724-3637, or kelli@peaceucc.org.

Wednesday Dinner Menu
We can always use help for prep at 4pm, and for
clean-up after the meal. Let us know if you can help!
December 5: Meat Loaf and Veggie Loaf
December 12: “Cleaning Out the
Vegetarian and
Freezer” Buffet
Gluten Free
options always
December 19: Papa Murphy’s
available
pizza

Kids’ Yoga will be on the 2nd Wednesday from
4:45-5:30 p.m. in the front of the Sanctuary
(December 12). Please bring a yoga mat or towel and
wear comfy clothing. If you have any questions,
please contact Elise Courtright at (218) 428-3881 or
courtrightelise@gmail.com or Kelli Farell at church,
724-3637 or kelli@peaceucc.org.

First Year Confirmation—9th Graders
The First Year Confirmation Class meets on the first
and third Wednesdays of each month from
7–8:15pm in the Fireside Room. In December we
will begin with Prayers around the Cradle in the
sanctuary.

Centering Prayer in Chapel
Wednesdays 5-5:30pm (4:30 info session)
Centering Prayer is a modern Christian
contemplative prayer practice, or a method of
meditation. All the major faith traditions have
recognized and placed a high value on the
transforming power of meditation. Its purpose is to
learn to open ourselves to God’s extraordinary love
in ordinary, daily life. All are welcome to join in this
time of quiet meditation.

December 5: The Ten Commandments — A path to
follow.
December 19: The Christmas Stories in Luke and
Matthew.

Second Year Confirmation—10th Graders
The Second Year Confirmation Class meets on the
second and fourth Wednesdays of each month
from 7–8:15pm in the Fireside Room. In December
we will begin with Prayers around the Cradle in the
sanctuary.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
6pm in the Conference Room

December 12: Jesus, Cross and Cradle — a look at
the hints of resurrection in the Christmas Stories of
Luke and Matthew.

Join Pastor Kathy and Rev. Bob Stevens on
Wednesday evenings, reading the Gospel lesson for
the coming Sunday using the Lectio Divina method.
Lectio Divina is listening for the still, small voice of
God that speaks to us. No prior biblical knowledge
needed! We close with prayer, each praying for the
person on his or her right. Join us as we practice this
ancient and yet very relevant method of Bible study.

December 26: No Class due to the Christmas Break.
Looking Ahead: Friday, March 15 – Sunday, March
17 Urban Immersion in Minneapolis
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Nathan’s Column

Kelli’s Column
In Sunday School, we use a series of positive
affirmations to express the lessons of Jesus; the hope is
that kids will remember the affirmations and use them
as they make choices in their lives. Instead of
memorizing verses or stories, we impress upon them
the ideas that Jesus taught, for example, “I forgive as I
can, and my heart is filled with light,” “I am connected to
God through prayer,” and “I wish only blessings for all.”
This whole month, we have focused on one affirmation,
“What I believe in my heart is what I show in my
actions.”

With a 5 month old
child at home now,
and especially with
the beginning of
Advent—when family
traditions of candle
lighting and calendar
opening come back every year—I’ve been
increasingly thinking about what it means to follow in
the way of Jesus as a parent who is part of the
Peace Church community. The questions that have
filled my head recently are things like, “what songs
do I want to teach our son—songs that nurture his
sense of the sacred? What regular family practices
will help him live a life of love in community? How
will we talk about God and spirituality, and what
language will we use?”
Knowing that my partner Sarah and I are the
primary people who interpret Christianity
(intentionally or not) to our son Sage in our daily
lives, I’ve been contemplating what we might offer to
nurture him as his spirit grows. For starters, I’ve
been reading lots of children’s books to Sage, and
starting to create songs that go along with them to
sing at bedtime or early in the morning. It’s been a
meaningful part of my faith journey that I get to
share with him. I’m grateful for websites like
picturebooktheology.com (check it out!), which offers
a huge amount of great secular book suggestions
and ways to enter into conversations with kids about
the values and language of Christianity.
Sarah and I have also recently started a nightly
bedtime practice while Sage is getting ready for bed.
While he begins to go to sleep, I light a tea candle to
remind us of the sacred light within us, God working
through our experiences, and then we both answer
two simple questions. “Where did you most
experience Love today?” and “Where did you least
experience Love today?” Sometimes we’ll change
the question so that it has a different, perhaps more
accessible feel and ask instead, “Where did you feel
most alive today?” and “where did you feel most
drained today?” It’s a simple practice, a simple
prayer that takes about 5 or 10 minutes, but it’s
been a wonderful way to end each day, by praying
through our sharing and getting in touch with how
God is working through our inner wisdom. And it’s
one that we will be able to continue as a family when
Sage gets old enough to be a part of the sharing.
This Advent, as we wait once again for love to
break into the world, my invitation to you is to reflect
on a faith practice or family tradition (and they might
look different for each of us—listening to podcasts,
meaningful conversations, meditation, journaling,
lighting candles, etc.) and be intentional about being
present for it, seeing how it connects you to the way
of Jesus, the way of love. May each of us find that
love this Advent season, one practice at a time.

“Ring the bells that still can ring
Forget your perfect offering
There is a crack in everything
That’s how the light gets in”
~Lenard Cohen

This affirmation is a perfect theme for my family’s
homemade Advent calendar. Every year I try to create
a family Advent calendar with activities we can do that
focuses on our love, togetherness, and faith. I use a
variety of activities from the very simple (pray for
someone new tonight) to more complex things (bake
cookies together), and I attempt to number them in an
order that works with our schedule. If things get too
busy, we skip one and do it the next
available day.
This year, I’m going to try Traci Smith’s
“Acts of Kindness Tree” from Faithful
Families, and I’m going to connect it to our
affirmation for the month. Smith’s
suggestion is to dedicate a small tree or
branch to this purpose (I’m going to use a wreath), and
then make 25 paper ornaments in a variety of shapes.
(See www.traci-smith.com/resources for a link to
purchase printable templates).
On each ornament, write an act that shows kindness!
I’m also going to write the affirmation on each ornament.
Then, using numbers or not—you decide—place the
ornaments on the branch. Have your family remove one
each day and follow the instructions. You can even
continue after Christmas if you get too busy before
Christmas. If the focus is on showing kindness, your
kids will begin to get the idea to spread love to others.
Some suggestions from Smith include:
3. Write someone a thank-you note.
7. Tell someone in your family why he or she is
important to you.
11. Smile at everyone you see today.
17. Let someone go ahead of you in line.
20. Tidy up your room (or a common area) without
being asked.
25. Spend time with family or friends instead of
watching TV or other electronics.
My kids get as almost as excited about the Advent
Calendar tradition as they do for gifts on Christmas
morning. While I haven’t been able to take the
commercialism completely out of our Christmas
traditions, I can infuse this time of dark and quiet waiting
with as much faith and love as I can. So no matter how
you use these ideas, try to keep it simple and enjoy the
time with one another!

Youth Group Info on Next Page!
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Youth Group, Sunday School and Pageant News
Advent Family Fun Day

Christmas Pageant! December 16 at 10:30 Service

The Advent Family Fun Day
will be on Sunday,
December 2 at 9:30 a.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. Join us
to create your own Advent
candle centerpiece for your
family, as well as other crafts
designed to bring the joy of
the season into your home!

It’s Christmas Pageant time!
This year’s Christmas Pageant, Christmas: The Inside Story, will be held
December 16 at the 10:30 a.m. service. Here is everything you need to know
about Pageant rehearsals, costumes, and music.

Important dates and times:
Dec. 9th 9:30 a.m. (during Sunday School): We will start in the Sanctuary
and sing through the songs for the Pageant. Then we’ll split off to our classes
for a shorter Sunday School lesson. Those with speaking roles will stay in the
Sanctuary to rehearse.

Saturday Dec. 15th 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. (9:00 a.m. call for speaking roles): This is the Saturday before the
Pageant, and it is our big practice. It’s very important to have everyone here; we get our costumes fitted, it is our
only full run-through and it’s when we work out the kinks. Snacks will be served.
Dec. 16th Pageant Day! This will be a time for last minute song practice as well as costume adjustments.
Speaking parts meet in the Fellowship Hall at 9:30am and all others meet at 10am.
Each grade has particular roles and will sing certain songs. Below is a list of costume information and the
specific songs your child’s class will be singing. Please take time to practice these songs at home so they are
ready to join in the larger group! All kids on stage will join in to help with the particular song, and all kids will end
with “Joy To The World”.
Middle or High School youth interested in performing opening or closing music—instrumental or vocal—please
call or email Kelli (kelli@peaceucc.org, 724-3637).
Grade:
Preschool:
K & 1st Grade:
2nd & 3rd Grades:
4th & 5th Grades:

Role:
Angels
Magi
Shepherds/animals

Costume:
Wear white shirts
Wear jewel toned shirts
Shepherd: dark shirt
Animal: brown or gray shirt
Speaking parts as assigned
Costume varies by child

Songs:
“Away in a Manger”
“We Three Kings”
“Angels We Have
Heard on High”

Whole Cast will sing “Joy to the World”
*If you have a 4th or 5th grader interested in being involved in the pageant who doesn’t have a speaking part,
please contact Kelli at kelli@peaceucc.org.

Sunday School
December Affirmation

December Youth Group
Wednesdays 6-7:30pm

What I believe in my heart
is what I show in my actions.
Sunday School Schedule for December

Grades 6-8 in the Fireside Room
It’s the month of all the Advent and Christmas
stuff! Don’t forget to mark your calendar if you’re
around for Christmas Eve—the youth put on a
Christmas Drama, and this year we’ll be doing
Babushka!

NO Sunday School on December 2nd (except for
4th/5th graders), 16th(Pageant Day! Speaking parts
meet in the Fellowship Hall at 9:30am and all others
meet at 10am), no Sunday School on the 23rd or 30th.

In weekly youth group, this month we say
goodbye to Peer Ministry and focus on Advent.
As we do every year, we’ll join Prayers Around the
Cradle every Wednesday this month at 7pm at the
end of Youth Group. And we’ll have some usual
conversation and activities, but not all the other
usuals like prayer time and gaga ball. Don’t miss
this great space of connection and fun—join us on
Wednesday nights from 6pm-7:30pm in the
Fireside Room for some awesome times!

Grandparents for Sunday School Classes
Seeking one grandparent to adopt a Sunday
School class on a regular basis! We are exploring the
idea of having a grandparent in each Sunday School
class to further support our kids and help them feel
loved at Peace. No lesson planning involved.
Please contact Kelli Farell if you interested or want
to learn more, kelli@peaceucc.org or (218) 724-3637 .

No Youth Group December 26!
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Moderator’s Report / Peace Church News
There are so many wonderful traditions and programs at Peace
Church during the Advent/Christmas season. Your presence is
requested to enrich yourself and our community with shared
reflection and celebration. Please consider participating in the
Advent Family Fun Day for All Ages on December 2 at 9:30 am in
the Fellowship Hall, in Prayers Around the Cradle on Wednesdays
in Advent at 7 pm in the Sanctuary, in the Children’s Christmas
Pageant on December 16 at 10:30 am worship, in the Cantata on
December 23 at 10:30 am worship, and in Christmas Eve services.
Your Council and staff are busy not only with special activities
but also with creating our budget for next year. If you haven’t
already made your pledge for 2019, please drop off or mail your
pledge card as soon as possible. For those who are giving
electronically, please consider increasing your contribution to help
meet our naturally-rising expenses. In this season of gift-giving and
gratitude, I hope you will reflect on the importance of Peace Church
in your own life and in the life of our larger Duluth community.
Gary Boelhower, Peace Church Moderator

Coordinating Council will meet Tuesday,
December 18 at 6:00pm in the Conference Room
Note the earlier time.
We will be working hard on our 2019 budget. Pizza provided!

Thanks to all who have turned in a pledge card so far. This is a
crucial part of the budgeting process.

Stewardship Update
“What Shall We Bring”
Thank you to everyone who has made a pledge for
2019!! So far, we have received 149 pledges for a total of
$311,090. Our annual budget for 2018 was $415,839, so we have
a ways to go. If you haven’t already returned your pledge, please
drop it in the offering plate on Sunday or mail it to the church
(1111 N 11th Ave East, 55805). You can also email Toni our
bookkeeper at Toni@peaceucc.org. Thanks to our Stewardship
Team for all their work on this year’s campaign. Thank you to all
who gave stewardship mission moments—Justin and Jessica
Olson, Doug Bowen-Bailey, Jane Rupel, and Cindy Macaulay.
Note from Finance Committee: To comply with IRS rules, all
contributions that you wish credited to your 2018 account must
comply with the following: 1) checks must be dated in 2018; 2) if
mailed to the church, envelope must be postmarked in 2018; 3)
contributions must be in the church office by Wednesday,
January 2, 2019 (If received later than this, the donation will be
credited to your 2019 giving).

Team and Committee Meetings
Children’s Ministry Team:
Tuesday December 4
5:30pm in the Conference Room
Stewardship Team:
Thursday December 6
5:30pm in the Conference Room
Acting for Justice Hub:
Sunday December 9
11:30am in the Fireside Room
Worship & Arts Committee:
Tuesday December 11
5:30pm in the Sanctuary
History Team:
Wednesday December 12
10am-12pm in the Heritage Room
Shared Ministry Team:
Wednesday December 12
4:30pm in the Conference Room
Property Team:
Wednesday December 12
6pm in the Fellowship Hall
Food & Fellowship Team:
Wednesday December 12
6pm in the Fellowship Hall
Finance Team:
Wednesday December 12
6pm in the Conference Room
Dismantling Racism Team:
Thursday December 13
3:30pm in the Conference Room
Health and Wellness Team:
Sunday December 16
11:30am in the Conference Room
Adult Ed Team:
Tuesday December 18
3:30pm in the Conference Room

Poet Laureate “Crowning”
on December 2
Peace Church Sanctuary at 2 pm
You are invited to the inaugural
reading and "crowning" of the new Duluth
Poet Laureate, Gary Boelhower, who
also happens to be our Peace Church
moderator! Poetry and refreshments
are free!

To Peace UCC Duluth, Because Robbinsdale United Church of Christ is covenant partners in the ministry
of the Minnesota Conference, UCC, each week we pray for one of our partner congregations as they spread
light,l plant seeds, follow the spirit, sing hymns and spiritual songs, serve Christ, and worship God. As the
members of Robbinsdale UCC, we lift up in prayer your ministry and members. Gratitude and love to you,
Kathy, and all the amazing things happening at Peace UCC. Rev. T. Michael Rock
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Acting for Justice/Sanctuary
Report from the Border: Seeking
Asylum along the Mexico-U.S. Border
Sunday, December 2, 4 pm to 5:30 pm
Peace Church Fireside Room/Sanctuary
Come hear Lyn Clark Pegg and Dr. Shannon
Walsh talk about the current situation among
immigrants seeking asylum.
Lyn will report on a recent trip to the MexicoArizona border. She was with a delegation from
the Minnesota UCC Conference who observed
deportation hearings, participated in a desert
walk along the border, and visited the
Samaritans, a group who ministers to migrants
hoping to come to the United States. She will
discuss implications of current and past U.S.
policies and proposals for those who seek
justice for immigrants. Dr. Walsh spent time in
Guatemala and has studied violence against
women in Central America, one of the driving
forces of the current migration. She has also
studied immigration law related to asylum.
Join us in the Fireside Room at 4 pm, where
we will join the Beloved Community Group for a
light supper of soup, bread and bars. The
program begins at 4:30 pm in the Sanctuary.

Memorial for Victims of Gun Violence
Thursday December 13 at noon
First Lutheran Church
Embracing Hope Through Action
So we never forget, a memorial for all the
victims of gun violence since the Sandy Hook
shooting 6 years ago will be held on Thursday,
December 13, from noon to 1 p.m. at First
Lutheran Church, 1100 East Superior Street.
We will be remembering all those killed by
gun violence by looking at our recent past, how
things are changing and what is our hope for a
more peaceful future. Everyone is welcome to
attend and stay for refreshments. We will also
be writing post cards to elected officials.
This event is sponsored by the Northland
Protect Minnesota/Brady Campaign chapter,
Moms Demand Action and many other local
organizations. The Peace Church Acting for
Justice Hub is co-sponsoring this event.
For more information contact: Mary Streufert
(971-258-4304), Joan Peterson (218-428-6570),
Sarah Mikesell (319-331-7385).

Ten for Timor!
Did you know that for a ten dollar donation, you
can help pay for 20 people to get treated at
Monica Liddle’s clinic in East Timor/Leste? Plan
to buy a bookmark on Dec. 2 in between or after
services and donate to this and so much more
for our partners in East Timor.

Sanctuary Project Building Update
from Jim McLean
The Sanctuary Building Project is wrapping up! Yes, by
Thanksgiving we had finished two rooms, the sleeping
room and the living area room. We are ready to paint the
bathroom/shower/laundry room and then finish it by
putting in the ceiling and floor. The new Youth Room is a
little further behind.
The entire project should be done for Christmas. Without
over 20 dedicated volunteers we could never have come
this far, so give a big thanks to them!

Many, Many Thanks!!
Another big thank you to all those who are working with
Jim McLean to finish the Sanctuary space remodeling
project: Gary Sheldon, Dennis Isernhagen, Tim Johnson,
Danny O’Neill, Scott & Phyllis Mead, Dave Clark, Sara
Carlson, Melissa Gerads, Tom Wilkowske, Judy Gibbs,
Shawn Wentz, Bob and Kay Stevens, Nina Preheim,
Burnell Peterson, Ellen and John Lindgren, Shana Aue,
Tim Peters, Matt Ryan, Paul Hlina, Jim Gangl, Geoffrey
and Jen from the Quakers, Don Lessard, Yunus Hunter,
and others.

Protecting Immigrant Families
Have you submitted a public comment on the
proposed changes in federal regulations that will affect
immigrants who apply for visas, visa changes, or green
cards? There IS STILL TIME. The public comment
period ends on December 10.
The proposed changes will make it far easier for the
Department of Homeland Security to deny such requests.
Applications for visas, changes in visas, or permanent
resident status can be denied if an applicant’s family has
accessed programs that assist low income families with
food, health care, or housing; if the applicant does not
speak English; or if the household income is below 250%
of poverty.
(The current income threshold is 125% of poverty.)
The proposed changes will greatly limit the number of
legal immigrants seeking to stay in the United States in
order to be with family, study, or work. Immigrant
advocates report there is already a drop in immigrant
applications for help with basic necessities due to fear of
the proposed regulations.
Peace is providing addressed postcards with space
for you to add your own individual comment. Or you can
comment online. The easiest website to use is
ProtectingImmigrantFramilies.org. If you want more
information, go to www.clasp.org. The Center for Law
and Social Policy is a reputable, non-partisan, not-forprofit organization that advocates for social policy
solutions for low-income people.
Many thanks to the 50+ individuals who made
comments on cards that were distributed at lunch on
November 11.
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Voices for Justice
Voices for Justice

Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice. We are energized and
heartened by hearing each other’s stories. Each month we share a brief story from members of our community,
learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes. If you would like to share your story, or
want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office. Every story is a gift!

Andy Fena – “Faith is what you do!”
Andy Fena is a “true blue” Northern Minnesotan. True, because he is a native son, born
and raised in Hibbing, Minnesota, in a family with nine other siblings, with Andy as the
youngest and the oldest being his sister Lynn, 18 years his senior. Blue, because of the
loyal DFL activism modeled by his father, Jack, a successful personal injury attorney and
multiple-term elected Representative to the Minnesota State Legislature representing the
Iron Range.
Andy grew up in a practicing Roman Catholic family, and when he graduated from Hibbing
High School, he went to college at Notre Dame, where he pursued his B.A. in Liberal Arts.
While there, he was influenced by his participation in student service projects where he
worked on housing issues with low income people. He was also positively influenced by
some courses in theology, which caused him to raise questions about how God intersects with human lives.
Following graduation, Andy joined a Catholic volunteer service corps, called Holy Cross Associates, run by
the order of Catholic brothers from Notre Dame. Their group had four guiding principles: simple living, service
to others, spiritual practice, and building community. Andy moved to Colorado Springs, Colorado, where he
lived in community with six others and worked as a volunteer in a shelter for homeless youth. After a year there,
Andy continued his service work by moving to Oakland, California, where he joined a Catholic Worker
community which provided a home for homeless men.
After two years in Oakland, Andy decided to return to his roots in Minnesota and went to work for Outward
Bound, working with youth through facing challenges in the wilderness. Andy spent about five years with
Outward Bound –which is where he met his partner, Libby. Andy continued to work with youth. He was the first
staff employed by Men as Peacemakers, and he also worked briefly for the state DFL during the 1996 elections.
Following this, Andy returned to graduate school at UMD, where he earned a Master’s in Social Work (MSW) degree.
For the past eighteen years, Andy has worked for County Social Services, the majority of time in Child
Protective Services. For the past six years, he has dealt with chemical dependency as a case manager for
those who have been committed by the State of Minnesota to engage in treatment and sober living.
In addition to being a husband and father, Andy still enjoys the outdoors, where he hunts, fishes, and
regularly takes trips to the Boundary Waters. He and his family live on ten acres on the outskirts of the City of
Duluth, where they have a large garden and raise some animals. Andy summed up one of his life’s guiding
principles when he said, “the evidence of your faith lies in what you do.” Amen, Andy, and well lived!
Interviewed by John Clark Pegg

Peace Church Library Check it out!

New children's books:
The Rollicking Adventures of Tam O’Hare by Scotty
Roberts
Jesus Calling : The Story of Christmas by Sarah
Young
Bear Stays Up for Christmas by Karma Wilson
Christmas Parade by Sandra Boynton
The Berenstain Bears’ Winter Wonderland by Jan
and Mike Berenstain
Little Porcupine’s Christmas by Joseph Slate
DVDs: The Nativity Story from New Line Home
Entertainment
The Star of Bethlehem : Unlock the Mystery of the
World’s Most Famous Star from MPOWER
Pictures

New adult books:
Slowing Down to the Speed of Life : How to Create a
More Peaceful, Simpler Life from the Inside Out
by Richard Carlson and Joseph Bailey
Holiness and the Feminine Spirit : The Art of Janet
McKenzie edited by Susan Perry
The Reformation Study Bible edited by R C Sproul
Treasured Stories of Christmas edited
by Sarah Anne Stuart
O Come Emmanuel : A Musical Tour of Daily
Readings for Advent and Christmas
by Gordon Giles
Almost Everything : Notes on Hope by Anne Lamott
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Peace People
Thank You!

Keep in Your Prayers

➢To John Pegg for being our guest preacher on
Armistice Sunday.
➢To Bilin Tsai and Njoki Kamau for being our guest
preachers on Thanksgiving Sunday.
➢To those who provided special music for the month of
November: The kids choir, Peace Band, Mia Kraker,
Nathan Holst, Jane Rupel, Tom Wilkowske, the choir,
and Wendy Durrwachter.
➢A big thank you to the volunteers who helped to make
the Halloween Carnival a tremendous success: Peter
Farell, Jill Pospisil, Elise Courtright, Diane Swanowski,
Katey Fornear, Warren Post, Amanda Hunter, Karen
Sheldon, Julie Flotten, Tom Westrum, and our awesome
Middle Schoolers! And thanks again to all who donated
food and prizes. We couldn’t do it without you!
➢From Claire Bransky: “Dear Pastor Kathy, I want to
send you and the entire congregation a huge and
heartfelt thank you for letting me speak at the adult
forum and for the extremely generous honorarium. It was
a great experience and those hundred dollars will go a
long, LONG way in Guatemala. An entire month's rent,
for example! It is always inspiring to interact with
members of Peace Church. You are doing such
important work to build a more just world. Thank
you! All my best, Claire.
PS: Articles that I send out every month are
archived at www.branskygap.weebly.com.”
➢From June Kreutzkampf (election judge at Peace
Church polling site): “Kathy and members at Peace
Church, Thank you so very much for providing
coffee and treats for the voters at Peace Church
(and also us “workers”). It was such a nice touch,
especially at 7am when people were waiting to vote
early. Also, as head judge, I appreciate all the work the
staff there provides for us, especially the janitor that has
the room set up. Thanks again.”
➢To Peace Church funeral workers: “Thank you all so
very much, the Mesedahl family.”
➢Thank you for Peace Church’s generous donation to
the Soles to the Polls Get Out the Vote Festival in
October.
➢From Sue Anderson, Chum Church coordinator: “On
behalf of Chum Church, I would like to thank Peace
Church again for your wonderful gift of space for our
monthly gathering. I would like to extend special thanks
to Dan and Tim for going “above and beyond” this
month to ensure that our gathering space was set-up to
accommodate us even though there was another large
event in the sanctuary. Everything went very smoothly.”
➢On behalf of St. Mary’s Hospice Program, we want to
thank Pastor Kathy and your congregation for your
participation in and support of our annual Service of
Remembrance in October. The welcoming attitude of
your staff was wonderful, and the worship space was
very appropriate for this community event. Please
extend a special thank you to Tim for all the help he
provided before and after the service.

➢All those in our congregation undergoing
treatment for cancer: Jerry Cleveland, Nat Hawley,
Denise Hamsher, Terri Shannon, and others.
➢Bill Kehtel recovering in the hospital after colon
surgery.
➢Sawyer Waldoch, son of Brian and Brianna,
recovering from surgery.
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➢Mike Nugent, now staying at Chris Jensen until a
room opens at the Silver Bay Veterans Home.

Sympathy
➢To Lisa Herthel on the death of her brother.
➢To Peter and Kelli Farell, Sophie, Oliver, and
Henry, on the death of Peter’s father Gary.
➢To the family of Virginia Nelson, who died on
November 24 at the age of 102. Her funeral will be
on Friday, December 7, at Peace Church.

Congratulations
➢Trygg White, son of Monica and Tim, who was
baptized on November 4.

Welcome to the World
➢Keian Thomas Johnson, born
on October 23, son of Holly
Johnson and Minnie Dubla.
➢Jacob Casey Parkins, born on
November 24, son of Jeanne
Saver and Brian Parkins.

Memorials
Thank you to Bill Hardesty for donations to the FEET
Team in memory of Glenn Maxham and Phil Cook.

PALS packs for CHUM!
Thirty-five
members of
PALS gathered
recently and in
little more than
an hour
repackaged
flour, sugar and
coffee weighing
a total of 1200
pounds. This
was then
delivered to the
CHUM food shelf for distribution. A total of $1355
was raised for this project, plus $375 in the PALS
account from a previous event. After purchasing
about $900 worth of supplies, $812 in cash was
donated to the food shelf. After the work was done,
we shared a pizza supper and fellowship together.
Thanks to all for your generosity!

More Peace People / CHUM / Community
New Member Profile

CHUM Church December 9
Annual Christmas Pageant

Rev. Sara Olson Dean

“O Come All Ye Faithful”
Sunday, December 9, 4:30pm
This service is open to the community and
guarantees to fill you with joys of the Christmas
season. A light supper follows the service.
Go to page 2 to see how you can help with this!

Family members : Husband:
Alex Dean, Kids: Elliott (8th
grader at Ordean) & Kate (5th
grader at Congdon) Pets: One
puppy: James R. Barker (yes,
shipping aficionados — he’s
named for the boat)
What is your vocation? I’m an
ordained pastor in the UCC. I’ve
spent 13 of the last 15 years in parish ministry —
most recently, I served two rural congregations in
South Dakota. I’m now training to work as a
chaplain, and as part of that training I’m working at
St. Luke’s — both in the hospital and with their
hospice program.
What are your hobbies/passions? Reading,.
needle work, knitting, quilting. Long walks outside.
Swimming. Creative writing. Gathering with loved
ones around a table for a good meal.
What brought you to Peace? My family moved to
Duluth in June. As we set about the work of making
connections and finding community, we knew we
wanted church to be a part of the picture. We
appreciate the warm welcome we’ve found at
Peace, and are glad for a community where we can
find friendship, grow in faith, and serve others.
What is an obscure fact about yourself that
others may not know but would enjoy?
— I once served South Dakota Senator Tom
Daschle a tuna fish sandwich in my in-laws’ kitchen.
— I think Raising Arizona is a work of cinematic
genius.
— On a related note, I grew up in Phoenix. Both my
parents and both my grandmothers were born and
raised there, too.
Comments: We are enjoying making our home
here in Duluth, and we look forward to getting to
know you folks better.

Free Orchestra Concert December 11
The Duluth Civic Orchestra (formerly
Community Orchestra) will perform a “Thank You”
concert at Peace Church on Tuesday, December
11 at 7:15 pm. The orchestra wishes to thank
Peace Church for allowing them to rehearse here
when their regular space at Lincoln Park Middle
School is unavailable. The program will include: 3
movements from Bizet's L'Arlsienne Suite's #1 and
#2, A Concerto for Two Trumpets by Vivaldi,
German Dance #3 (The Sleigh Ride) by Mozart,
Ding Dong Merrily on High arranged by Sam Marks
and The Radetzky March by J. Strauss Sr. A free
will offering will be donated to Peace Church. The
orchestra conductor is Sam Marks, new member of
Peace Church!

Chum & College of St. Scholastica's
Oh Holy Night Holiday Concert
Friday & Saturday, December 14 &15 7:30pm
at Holy Rosary Cathedral
2801 East 4th Street
This year’s Chum Holiday Concert
will be again be held in conjunction with the College of
St. Scholastica’s Choral Christmas Concert. There will
be a $10 admission charge, with a free will offering for
CHUM collected during the concert. Contributions will
support programming at the Steve O'Neil Apartments.

Parents at the Steve O'Neil Apartments need
winter gear for their kids! You can help
them stay warm this winter by donating boots,
snowsuits, snowpants, jackets, hats, gloves,
mittens, and scarves. Especially needed are
shoes and boots for school age size3,4, & 6;
snowsuits 12, 18 & 24 months, 2T, 3T, 4T;
School age size 14/16.
Drop your donations off at CHUM, 102 W.
2nd St., M-F, 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Christmas CHUM Noon Vigil
Monday December 24
on the steps of City Hall
Let us make room this Christmas season…room in our
hearts and in our community for those who have nowhere to call home for the holidays. CHUM invites you
to join us as we remember those in our community
without homes and hear the message of hope for a
new year.

Flute Choir Concert December 14
The North Wind Flute Choir, directed by Melanie
Sever, will present a Winter Concert at 7pm on
Friday, December 14, at Peace UCC. The concert
will feature original and arranged music for flute choir
and selected solos and small ensembles with
marimba, percussion, guitar and piano. Musical
selections include familiar carols, African Noel,
Catherine McMichael's Children of the Wind, and a
piece by Grammy Award nominated composer Valerie
Coleman, JUBA. A reception of homemade goodies
will follow in the Fireside room. Free-will offering is
shared with the church.
14

December Volunteer Schedules
Sunday December 2
8:30 service
Lay Leader: Angie Miller
Ushers: Gayle & Jack Kelly
10:30 service
Lay Leader: Gudrun Witrak
Greeters: Judy Derauf, Cindy Macaulay, Elsie
Cook
Ushers: Guy Hubert, Laurie Berner, Jen Pearson
& Kai Hoffman
Sunday December 9
8:30 service
Lay Leader: Leslie White
Ushers: Bill Simpson, Jon Barry
10:30 service
Lay Leader: Kelli Hallsten-Erickson
Greeters: Bill DeRoche, Anne Skwira-Brown,
volunteer needed
Ushers: Guy Hubert, Tom & Christine Day, Susan
Ranfranz
Sunday December 16
8:30 service
Lay Leader: Marilyn Mayry
Ushers: Aimee Brown, Cindy McLean
10:30 service (Pageant)
Greeters: Angie Miller, Catherine & Carl Huber

Nursery
December 2: Lisa Fitzpatrick, Annabel
Johnson, Patty Beech (backup)
December 9: Veronica Gaidelis-Langer,
Anna Huber, Eric Holmstrom (backup)
December 16: Bergen Hubley, Taylor
Wilcox, Nina Wilkowske (backup)
December 23: Lori Seele, Laura
Greensmith, Judy Johnson (backup)
December 30: Bergen Hubley, Taylor
Wilcox, Patty Johnson (backup)

Monday Meals at
Dorothy Day House
(1712 Jefferson)
Dec. 3
Dec. 10
Dec. 17
Dec. 24
Dec. 31:

Gayle & Jack Kelly
Linda Goese
Gary Boelhower
volunteer?
volunteer?

Damiano Soup Kitchen
Sunday December 9
1:30pm: Tara Hoban, Pam Kramer,
Jodi & Nicole Libey
4:20pm: Judy Siegle, Shannon
Studden, Claudia Gagnon & Kelsey
Tessier

Ushers: Guy Hubert, Matt Ryan, Julie Flotten & Alison
Wood
Sunday December 23
8:30 service: Taizé service—no Ushers, no Lay Leader
10:30 service
Lay Leader: Nina Wilkowske
Greeters: Judy Siegle, Jill Pospisil, Laura Tonkin
Ushers: Guy Hubert, Ellen Shelhon, Loni Cran-Hovis
Sunday December 24
4pm service
Greeters: Reistad family, Ellyn Wiens
Ushers: Tim Peters, Robin Davidson 2 volunteers
needed
10pm service
Greeters: Bill DeRoche, Lyn Kaim, volunteer needed
Ushers: Tim Peters, Judy Siegle, Loni Cran-Hovis,
volunteer needed
Sunday December 30
8:30 service
Lay Leader: Leanne Ventrella
Ushers: Bob & Kay Stevens
10:30 service
Lay Leader: Nina Wilkowske
Greeters: Maggie & Marc Fink
Ushers: Guy Hubert, Julie MacKenzie, Gary Anderson,
Lynn Watson

Coffee Hour Teams
December Schedule

Coordinators: Mike & Linda
Lundberg, 525-6804
Susan Kehtel/Amy Galarowicz,
624-1800
December 2
9:40am Set-up: Patty & Thad
Beech-Dziuk, Alice & Sam
Marks
11:20am Serve Serve/Clean-up:
Mike Schrage, Susan & Amy &
Katie
December 9
9:40am Set-up: Tom & Linda
Curran, Mary Sue Taallerud
11:20am Serve Serve/Clean-up:
Tom & Linda Curran, Jane
Rupel & Tom Wilkowske
December 16
9:40am Set-up: Susan Kehtel,
Jeff Olson
11:20am Serve/Clean-up: Ellen
Shelhon, Chris & Tom Day,
Susan & Amy & Katie
December 23
9:40am Set-up: Linda Lundberg,
Susan Kehtel
11:20am Serve/Clean-up: Max &
Ed Proetz, Susan & Amy &
Katie
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Coming up — January
Coordinators:
Kirby & Cathy Wood, 724-1196
Mary & Jeff Adams, 464-1992
Jennifer Boyle, 728-4185
Mollie Stapleton Clark, 525-0557
Charlotte Frantz, 728-3204
Cammy & Shawn Hansen,
218-391-2981
Tara Hoban, 428-4937
Darren or Andrea Jacobsen,
651-785-8009
Amy & Eric Larson, 724-1349
Gwen Plumb & Dave Gerhart,
525-6551
Nina Preheim, 507-720-7414
Judy & Bill Seliga-Punyko, 525-4688
Eric and Jane Rudd, 727-4116
Aimee VanStraaten, 464-0557
Shawn Wentz & Judy Gibbs, 7243446
December 30 No coffee hour—
potluck breakfast at 9:30am
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1111 North 11th Avenue East
Duluth, MN 55805
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www.peaceucc.org
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

If you are not interested in receiving the
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office
(see phone # and e-mail address above)

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am
PEACE CHURCH STAFF
Lead Pastor: Rev. Kathy Nelson

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell
Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls
Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson
Custodian: Dan Shepard
Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter
Building Use Coordinator: Tim Peters

Music Director: Jim Pospisil
Faith Formation Ministries: Nathan Holst
Children’s Ministry Coordinator: Kelli Farell
Visitation: Cheryl Walsh

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation: Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, and Rev. John Szarke
PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY—9am-3pm, PHONE: 218-724-3637
EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Kathy: knelson@peaceucc.org
Office: office@peaceucc.org
Jim: jim@peaceucc.org
Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org
Kelli: kelli@peaceucc.org
Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org Janell: janell@peaceucc.org Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org
Tim Peters: tim.peters@peaceucc.org
If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events, please email the office.

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota
Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God
Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,
committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including
all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,
gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome!
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