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Prelude                       Sonata a Quattro, Arcangelo Corelli 

Welcome and Announcements                                                      

Ringing of the Bells  

*Call to Worship 
Holy Paradox, we do not come grasping for certainty; 
We seek to make our home in mystery. 
We release the illusion of divisions– 
We reject the false border between sacred and ordinary. 
Here, in the space between knowing and unknowing, 
We open ourselves to God’s presence, lingering in both. 
Let us worship God! 

*Song                     We Are Not Our Own    #564, New Century Hymnal 
We are not our own. Earth forms us, human leaves on nature's 
growing vine, 
Fruit of many generations, seeds of life divine. 
We are not alone. Earth names us: past and present, peoples near 
and far, 
family and friends and strangers show us who we are. 
Through a human life God finds us; dying, living, love is fully known, 
and in bread and wine reminds us: we are not our own. 
Therefore let us make thanksgiving, and with justice, willing and 
aware, 
give to earth, and all things living, liturgies of care. 
And if love's encounters lead us on a way uncertain and unknown, 
All the saints with prayer surround us: We are not alone. 
Let us be a house of welcome, living stone upholding living stone, 
Gladly showing all our neighbors we are not our own! 

*Prayer of Confession 
God of Paradox, we reject the lie of separation and cast off the 
chains of dualism. We confess the moments we failed to love others 
as ourselves. Heal and forgive us, as we acknowledge that we are all 
woven together in the sacred fabric of being. Amen. 

*Assurance of Forgiveness 
Beloved, in forgiveness, Christ sets us free: Our hearts grow wide 
enough to cradle the world’s harmony. God gently holds the 
complexity of our shared humanity. With each breath, may we 
inhale the love that binds us–united, unbroken, unashamed. 



*Passing of the Peace 

Story for All Ages                                                        Amanda McElray Hunter 

Sending the Children 
Jesus calls us in, sends us out bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 
Gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Immanuel) everywhere! 
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: 
loaves abound! 
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: 
loaves abound! 

Scripture             Matthew 14:13-21                Monica Liddle, reader 
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a 

deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed 
him on foot from the towns.  When he went ashore, he saw a great 
crowd, and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it 
was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted 
place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they 
may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to 
them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” They 
replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And he 
said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down 
on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to 
heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to the 
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and 
were filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, 
twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about five thousand men, 
besides women and children.  

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Thanks be to God. 

Special Music       How Beautiful are the Feet from Messiah    Jennifer Lien 
                                            Georg Friedrich Handel    

Sermon                                                                  Rev. Corinne Freedman Ellis 

Song      Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether       #337, New Century Hymnal 
Draw us in the Spirit's tether, for when humbly in your name, 
two or three are met together, you are in the midst of them; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Touch we now your garment's hem. 
As disciples used to gather in the name of Christ to sup, 
then with thanks to God the Giver, break the bread and bless the cup, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! So now bind our friendship up. 



 
All our meals and all our living make as sacraments of you, 
that by caring, helping, giving, we may be disciples true. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! We may serve with faith anew. 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
God be with you.   And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to God. It is a joy to give God thanks and praise. 
Community Prayers and Pastoral Prayer 
The Prayer of Jesus    

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kin-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kin-dom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen.                

Prayer of Consecration 
Music During Communion    Trumpet Concerto in E-flat major,  
                                            mvmt. II. Andante, Franz Joseph Haydn 
Sharing the Bread and Cup 

(In the United Church of Christ all are welcome to participate in 
Communion. Gluten free crackers are on the tray and we use non-
alcoholic grape juice.) 

Prayer after Communion 
Bountiful God, we give thanks for all we have received at this 
table through the presence of Christ. Strengthen our faith, 
increase our love for one another, and send us forth into the 
world with courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.                                                   

Offertory              Cujus Animam Gementem from Stabat Mater  
                                            Giovanni Battista Pergolesi 

Through her weeping soul, compassionate and grieving, a sword 
passed. 

*Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above ye heavenly host, 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost! Amen! 



*Prayer of Dedication 

*Closing Song                               I Was Hungry  #28, Praise & Worship 
I was hungry, and you gave me bread 
Homeless, you gave a place to lay my head 
I was naked, you clothed me 
I was imprisoned and you set me free 

Refrain: 
And the prison doors are opening 
And the prison walls are falling down (repeat) 

I was parched and dry and you gave me rain 
Sick and tired and you eased my pain 
I was cold as ice and your warmth melted me 
I was imprisoned and you set me free 

Refrain: 
I was crying, you kissed my tears 
Frightened, you relieved my fears 
I was unheard, you listened to me 
I was imprisoned and you set me free 
Bridge: 
And as you’ve done it to the least of these, 
My brothers and my sisters 
You’ve done it unto me  (repeat) 

Final refrain: 
And the prison doors are opening 
And the prison walls are falling down 
And our eyes and ears are opening 
And the walls that divide are falling down 
And our hearts and hands are opening 
And the chains that held them are falling down 

*Benediction 
May we journey through life not in search of answers but in pursuit 
of deeper questions. We lay down the fear of contradiction, and in 
its place we hold the sacred wisdom found in tension. We embrace 
paradox, for it is here that we find the fullness of life. Amen. 

*Postlude         Trumpet Sonata in D major, z.850, Henry Purcell 

 
 

 



 Assisting in Today’s Service:  
Laurie Berner, Pam Kramer, and Tom & Monica Liddle, Ushers 

Musicians: Thomas Muehlenbeck-Pfotenhauer, trumpet; Emily Ramsey 
and Lian Ojakangas, violins; Ron Kari, viola; Tom Churchill, bass 

Loni Cran-Hovis, Mike Seely, and Julie McKenzie, Coffee Hour Volunteers 

 

Our liturgy in this season is adapted from  
Liturgies for Resisting Empire by Kat Armas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace United Church of Christ Staff 
Alex Nelson - Livestream Technician         
Amanda McElray Hunter - Children, Youth and Small Group Coordinator 
Bri Dornbush - Office Coordinator           
Rev. Corinne Freedman Ellis - Pastor                                    
Carrie Kelsey - Kitchen Manager                             
Dan Shepard - Maintenance 
Jim Pospisil - Music Director          
Rev. Laurie Crelly - Pastoral Care Chaplain 
Mali Lorenz - Bookkeeper                           
Rachel Burnett - Business Manager     
Sophia Farell - Soundboard Technician 

Scan this QR Code to donate 



Peace United Church of Christ                                August 2, 2026   
Summer Worship Series: Liturgies for Resisting Empire by Kat Armas 

In Liturgies for Resisting Empire, Cuban American theologian and writer 
Kat Armas provides a roadmap for Christians seeking a countercultural 
way of living that prioritizes community and humanity over dominance 
and power. 
Pastor Corinne, Pastor Laurie, and Amanda selected this book to guide 
our summer worship and after-worship discussions. It speaks to 
themes we’ve been hearing from many folks at Peace Church: they are 
hungry for a deep Christian faith that speaks to the hard stuff going on 
in our world, or they are deconstructing from faith traditions that 
harmed them and seeking a path toward reconstruction. Join us 
Sundays through August 30 for worship and table conversation at 
coffee hour, and buy a copy of the book at bookshop.org or one of our 
local bookstores! 

Peace Church Directory App 
Have you joined the Church Center app yet? This is a great 
way to stay connected, engaged, and involved at Peace 
Church! This has replaced our Instant Church online 
directory. Use the QR code to download the app from the 
app store. 
Once logged in, you can update your directory profile 

photo and manage what information other members are able to see. 
You can give online and connect with your church groups too! 
Please note that you can create an account at any time but will need to 
have been invited to join and share in Peace United Church of Christ's 
private directory. Email office@peaceucc.org if you do not have access 
to the directory yet. 

Pride Weekend Planning Meeting, Today, August 2, 11:30am with Lunch 
We are looking for a strong turnout of Peace people at the Duluth-
Superior Pride Parade this year. If you are interested in helping out as a 
volunteer, parade-goer, or sign-maker, join us for a planning meeting on 
Sunday, August 2 following Coffee Hour and the book discussion. We 
will provide lunch as we get organized for Pride weekend. Come ready 
to make signs, volunteer on Saturday or Sunday, and show our Peace 
Church Pride.  

Queer Connections Game Night, Monday, August 17, 6:30-8:00pm 
Looking to meet different people, play a new game, or just get out of 
the house for an evening? Join us for Queer Connections in a safe and 
family friendly environment at Peace Church. All are welcome. Bring a 
board game to share and bring a friend. 
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This Week’s Schedule 
Wednesday, August 5 

8:30am Chum Breakfast Making in the Kitchen 
3:45pm Listen, Reflect, and Connect Group in the Fireside Room 
4:00pm Acting for Justice Hub Meeting in the Staff Lounge 
5:00pm Bible Study in the Fireside Room and Zoom 

Thursday, August 6 
8:00am Men’s Breakfast at Perkins in London Road 

Sunday, August 9 
9:30am Worship with Sermon by Rev. Corinne Freedman Ellis. 
Children’s Church with Amanda McElray Hunter 
10:30am Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall 
10:30am Liturgies for Resisting Empire Book Discussion in the Music 
Room 

 

 

 

 

 


