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Prelude                                                                                   Tent Show Band 

Welcome and Announcements                                                      

Ringing of the Bells  

*Call to Worship 
Voice in the Margins, 
We long to reject the hierarchies that divide us. 
Teach us to behold one another fully,  
Not as greater or lesser, but as kin, 
Held in the sacred dignity of shared breath and becoming, 
Woven together in love. 
We are one family, created equal in the divine image. 
Let us worship God! 

*Song                         Down By the Riverside        #37, Praise & Worship 
I’m going to lay down my sword and shield 
Down by the riverside, 
Down by the riverside, 
Down by the riverside 
Going to lay down my sword and shield 
Down by the riverside 
Ain’t going to study war no more 
Ain’t going to study war no more 
Ain’t going to study war no more, no more 
Ain’t going to study war no more 
Ain’t going to study war no more 
Ain’t going to study war no more 
I’m gonna lay down my burden… 
I’m going to put on my long white robe… 
I’m going to talk with the Prince of Peace… 

*Prayer of Confession 
God of Kin, we renounce the chains of hierarchy that bind our souls, 
choosing instead the freedom found in mutual care. We confess 
the times we’ve lost our way in the illusion of power. Let mercy fall 
over us like rain, for it is here, in this tenderness, that kinship 
breathes. We long for our lives to be bound by the holy truth of 
belonging: one body, one breath, moving together in love’s quiet 
rebellion, shaking the foundations of what was, and rising toward 
what can be. Amen. 

 



*Assurance of Forgiveness 
We see all as equal in the kin-dom of God. Through Christ, we are 
forgiven and renewed to sacred belonging. Thanks be to God! 

*Passing of the Peace 

Story for All Ages                                                        Amanda McElray Hunter 

Sending the Children 
Jesus calls us in, sends us out bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 
Gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Immanuel) everywhere! 
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: 
loaves abound! 
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: 
loaves abound! 

Scripture  Romans 8:26-39, The Inclusive Bible     Lynn Devlin, reader 
The Spirit, too, comes to help us in our weakness. For we don’t 

know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit expresses our plea with 
groanings too deep for words. And God, who knows everything in our 
hearts, knows perfectly well what the Spirit is saying, because her 
intercessions for God’s holy people are made according to the mind 
of God. 

We know that God makes everything work together for the good of 
those who love God and have been called according to God’s 
purpose. They are the ones God chose long ago, predestined to share 
the image of the Only Begotten, in order that Christ might be the 
firstborn of many. Those God predestined have likewise been called; 
those God called have also been justified; and those God justified 
have, in turn, been glorified. 

What should be our response? Simply this: “If God is for us, who 
can be against us?” Since God did not spare the Only Begotten, but 
gave Christ up for the sake of us all, we may be certain, after such a 
gift, that God will freely give us everything. Who will bring a charge 
against God’s chosen ones? Since God is the One who justifies, who 
has the power to condemn? Only Christ Jesus, who died—or rather, 
was raised—and sits at the right hand of God, and who now intercedes 
for us! 

What will separate us from the love of Christ? Trouble? Calamity? 
Persecution? Hunger? Nakedness? Danger? Violence? As scripture 
says, “For your sake, we’re being killed all day long; we’re looked upon 
as sheep to be slaughtered.” Yet in all this wea re more than 
conquerors because of God who has loved us. For I am certain that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, neither heights nor depths—nor anything else in all 



creation—will be able to separate us from the love of God that comes 
to us in Christ Jesus, our Savior. 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Thanks be to God. 

Special Music                     We Shall Not Be Moved                   Danny O'Neill 

Sermon                                                                  Rev. Corinne Freedman Ellis 

Song                                            By Breath        #1, Praise & Worship 
By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one  

The air that is my breath, is the air that you are breathing 
The air that is your breath, is the air that I am breathing 
The wind rising in my breast 
Is the wind from the east, from the west 
From the north, from the south 
Breathing in, breathing out  

By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one  
The water that is my blood, my sweat, tears from crying 
Is the water that is your blood, your sweat, 
tears from crying 
And the rising of the tide 
Is in our veins, and in the ocean wide 
We are in the rising steam 
Rushing river, running stream  

By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one 
The earth is dust, the earth is clay, 
flow’rs blossoming and fading 
We are dust and we are clay, 
we are blossoming and fading 
Every color, every sound, 
Every place is holy ground 
Oh, every living thing 
Can you hear it laugh? Can you hear it sing?  

By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one  
The fire in my heart, my soul flame burning 
Is the fire in your heart, your soul flame burning 
We are Spirit burning bright 
By the light of day, in the dark of night 
We are shining like the sun 
And like the moon, like the Holy One 

By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one 

Offertory                                                        



*Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above ye heavenly host, 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost! Amen! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

*Closing Song            I Woke Up This Morning #85, New Century Hymnal 
I woke up this morning with my mind 
(Hallelujah) stayed on Jesus, 
Woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus, 
woke up this morning with my mind 
(Hallelujah) stayed on Jesus, 
Hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah. 
Singing and praying with my mind 
(Hallelujah) stayed on Jesus, 
Singing and praying with my mind stayed on Jesus, 
Singing and praying with my mind 
(Hallelujah) stayed on Jesus, 
Hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah. 

*Benediction 
May we walk softly, mindful of the dignity that rests in every soul, 
especially those the world casts aside. Let our steps be tender and 
our hearts open, as we tend to the beauty within each person. May 
our lives be a testament to a world where all are seen and nurtured, 
and where every life has the space to bloom in its fullest, most 
radiant form. We will go as kin, bound by love and dignity. Amen. 

*Postlude                                 

 Assisting in Today’s Service:  
Cindy Macaulay, Marsha Hystead, Mike Swanoski, and Pat Devlin, Ushers 
Cathy Ameel, Sara Beahler, and Ronda Redmond, Coffee Hour Volunteers 
Tent Show Band: Cathy Ameel, John Bankson, Cyndi Brown, Ron Deters, 
Sophia Farell, Carrie Kelsey, Danny O’Neill, Mike Swanoski, and Bud Trnka 

Our liturgy in this season is adapted from  
Liturgies for Resisting Empire by Kat Armas. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      

 

                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Peace United Church of Christ Staff 
Alex Nelson - Livestream Technician         
Amanda McElray Hunter - Children, Youth and Small Group Coordinator 
Bri Dornbush - Office Coordinator           
Rev. Corinne Freedman Ellis - Pastor                                    
Carrie Kelsey - Kitchen Manager                             
Dan Shepard - Maintenance 
Jim Pospisil - Music Director          
Rev. Laurie Crelly - Pastoral Care Chaplain 
Mali Lorenz - Bookkeeper                           
Rachel Burnett - Business Manager     
Sophia Farell - Soundboard Technician 
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Peace United Church of Christ                                                   July 26, 2026   
Summer Worship Series: Liturgies for Resisting Empire by Kat Armas 

In Liturgies for Resisting Empire, Cuban American theologian and writer 
Kat Armas provides a roadmap for Christians seeking a countercultural 
way of living that prioritizes community and humanity over dominance 
and power. 
Pastor Corinne, Pastor Laurie, and Amanda selected this book to guide 
our summer worship and after-worship discussions. It speaks to 
themes we’ve been hearing from many folks at Peace Church: they are 
hungry for a deep Christian faith that speaks to the hard stuff going on 
in our world, or they are deconstructing from faith traditions that 
harmed them and seeking a path toward reconstruction. Join us 
Sundays through August 30 for worship and table conversation at 
coffee hour, and buy a copy of the book at bookshop.org or one of our 
local bookstores! 

Peace Church Directory App 
Have you joined the Church Center app yet? This is a 
great way to stay connected, engaged, and involved at 
Peace Church! This has replaced our Instant Church online 
directory. Use the QR code to download the app from the 
app store. 
Once logged in, you can update your directory profile 
photo and manage what information other members are 

able to see. You can give online and connect with your church groups 
too! 
Please note that you can create an account at any time but will need to 
have been invited to join and share in Peace United Church of Christ's 
private directory. Email office@peaceucc.org if you do not have access 
to the directory yet. 

Help Tell the Story of Peace 
As part of our Capital Campaign, we're gathering photos that capture 
the life of Peace over the years. If you have photos from worship, 
fellowship, retreats, mission trips, children's or youth activities, choir, 
service projects, community events, or other moments that reflect life 
at Peace, we'd love to see them. Please email your photos to 
office@peaceucc.org. Whether they're from last week or 20 years ago, 
they may help tell the story of our church and the ministry we've 
shared together. Thank you for helping preserve and celebrate the 
story of Peace! 

No Outdoor Services this Summer 
We had anticipated worshiping outdoors on our grounds for several 
Sundays throughout the summer. However – and this is great news! – 
our Grounds Improvement Team is making good progress on 
excavating, leveling, seeding, and making accessibility improvements to 
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our usual tent location. To facilitate this project, we will not be 
worshiping outdoors this summer. We look forward to a new and 
improved outdoor worship experience in summer 2027! 

Custodial Substitutes Needed August 9 & 10 
Dan is taking a short, well-deserved summer 
vacation and we're looking for custodial support while 
he's away from August 9th-12th. Rachel will be your main 
contact and will be in touch with details after you sign 
up. If you have any questions or can only volunteer for a 
partial shift, please reach out! rachel@peaceucc.org or 
218-409-7187 

Pride Weekend Planning Meeting August 2, 11:30am with Lunch 
We are looking for a strong turnout of Peace people at the Duluth-
Superior Pride Parade this year. If you are interested in helping out as a 
volunteer, parade-goer, or sign-maker, join us for a planning meeting on 
Sunday, August 2 following Coffee Hour and the book discussion. We 
will provide lunch as we get organized for Pride weekend. Come ready 
to make signs, volunteer on Saturday or Sunday, and show our Peace 
Church Pride.  

Queer Connections Game Night August 17, 6:30-8:00pm 
Looking to meet different people, play a new game, or just get out of 
the house for an evening? Join us for Queer Connections in a safe and 
family friendly environment at Peace Church. All are welcome. Bring a 
board game to share and bring a friend. 

This Week’s Schedule 
Monday, July 27 

5:00pm Making Meaning Out of Malignancy in the Fireside Room and 
Zoom 

Wednesday, July 29 
1:30pm Peace Bell Folding in the Fireside Room 
3:00pm Tea & Talk in the Fireside Room 
5:00pm Bible Study in the Fireside Room and Zoom 

Thursday, July 30 
4:00pm Sanctuary Now Team Meeting in the Fireside Room 

Sunday, August 2 
9:30am Worship with Holy Communion. Sermon by Rev. Corinne 
Freedman Ellis 
10:30am Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall 
10:30am Liturgies for Resisting the Empire Discussion in the Music 
Room 
11:30am Pride Planning Lunch in the Fellowship Hall 
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