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Prelude                             La Gaillardise,               Elliot Dean, trumpet 
                                             Georg Philipp Telemann     

Welcome and Announcements                                                      

Ringing of the Bells  

*Call to Worship 

God who dwells on the margins, 
We call upon you. 
God who grounds us in mystery, 
Grant us your hidden strength in everything fragile and small. 
Spirit of the oppressed and silenced, 
Grant us courage in your presence. 
May we resist the voices that seek to dominate our souls. 
Let us worship God! 

*Song      You Are Welcome             #19, Praise & Worship 

Oh...Spirit, 
You are welcome here. 
Oh...Spirit, 
You are welcome here. 

Chorus: 
  Because in this house 
  There are many rooms 
  The healing power 
  Of life in bloom 

Oh...stranger, 
You are welcome here. 
Oh...stranger, 

 
Oh...enemy, 
You are welcome here. 
Oh...enemy, 
You are welcome here. 

  Chorus: 

Oh...silence, 
You are welcome here 
Oh...silence, 
You are welcome here. 

Chorus:

You are welcome here. 
Chorus: 

*Prayer of Confession 

God of Liberation, we confess the ways we have been entangled in the 
workings of empire. How some of us may have sought comfort at the 
expense of others’ dignity, or stayed silent in the presence of suffering, 
or sought safety over solidarity, or accepted dominance over humility. 
Let us release the ways we have used our own power as empire would, 
and let us begin again, in truth and in courage. Help us to see clearly, 
name truthfully, and resist humbly. Amen. 

 

 



*Assurance of Forgiveness 

God holds us in mercy even when we uphold systems of injustice or are 
crushed by them. God turns us toward life that sustains and nourishes. 
Through Christ, we are forgiven and set free for abundant life, honoring 
all of creation as a sanctuary of the sacred. Thanks be to God! 

*Passing of the Peace 

Story for All Ages                                                       Amanda McElray Hunter 

Sending the Children 

Jesus calls us in, sends us out bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 
Gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Immanuel) everywhere! 
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: 
loaves abound! 
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: 
loaves abound! 

Scripture             Matthew 10:40-42      Monica Liddle, reader 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of 
a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous 
person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the 
righteous, and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little 
ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their 
reward.”  

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Thanks be to God. 

Special Music           Ron Deters and Ian Connell 

Sermon                                                               Rev. Corinne Freedman Ellis 

Song        Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life       #331, New Century Hymnal 

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: such a way as gives us breath; 
Such a truth as ends all strife; such a life as conquers death. 

Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: such a light as shows a feast; 
Such a feast as mends in length; such a strength as makes a guest. 

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: such a joy as none can move; 
Such a love as none can part; such a heart as joys in love. 

 

 

 

 



Sacrament of Holy Communion 

God be with you.   And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to God. It is a joy to give God thanks and praise. 

Community Prayers and Pastoral Prayer 

The Prayer of Jesus    
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kin-dom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kin-dom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Prayer of Consecration 

Sharing the Bread and Cup 
(In the United Church of Christ all are welcome to participate in 
Communion. Gluten free crackers are on the tray and we use non-
alcoholic grape juice.) 

Prayer after Communion 
Bountiful God, we give thanks for all we have received at this table 
through the presence of Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our 
love for one another, and send us forth into the world with courage 
and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Offertory                      You’ve Got a Friend, Carol King            Gudrun Witrak 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above ye heavenly host, 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost! Amen! 

*Closing Song    Draw the Circle Wide          see page 6 

*Benediction 

May God strengthen our hearts to confront injustice, knowing that 
resistance is not simply a cry or an act but a way of being. May we 
have courage to face the world unbowed by power, unafraid of truth. 
And may we go with a spirit of compassion and humility, knowing that 
God walks with the oppressed and dwells among the disinherited. 
Amen. 

*Postlude          

 

 



Assisting in Today’s Service:  
Tom & Monica Liddle, Laurie Berner, and Pam Kramer, Ushers 

Penny & Rodger Cragun, Gudrun & Geof Witrak,  
and Cathy Ameel, Coffee Hour Volunteers 

 
Our liturgy in this season is adapted from  

Liturgies for Resisting Empire by Kat Armas. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace United Church of Christ Staff 

Alex Nelson - Livestream Technician         
Amanda McElray Hunter - Children, Youth and Small Group Coordinator 
Bri Dornbush - Office Coordinator          Rev. Corinne Freedman Ellis - Pastor                                    
Carrie Kelsey - Kitchen Manager                            Dan Shepard - Maintenance 
Jim Pospisil - Music Director         Rev. Laurie Crelly - Pastoral Care Chaplain 
Mali Lorenz - Bookkeeper                          Rachel Burnett - Business Manager     
Sophia Farell - Soundboard Technician 

Scan this QR Code to donate 



 

 



 



Peace United Church of Christ                                                                   June 28, 2026   
Summer Worship Series: Liturgies for Resisting Empire by Kat Armas 

In Liturgies for Resisting Empire, Cuban American theologian and writer Kat Armas provides a roadmap for 
Christians seeking a countercultural way of living that prioritizes community and humanity over dominance and 
power. 
Armas combines spiritual practices and biblical theology to help us create authentic belonging to God, ourselves, 
each other, and creation. She begins by examining how empire affects us daily through its pervasive ideologies and 
systems of control. Drawing from decolonial and postcolonial biblical interpretation, she explores how the New 
Testament church resisted Roman imperial power while building communities centered on God's kingdom values 
rather than worldly dominance. 
Pastor Corinne, Pastor Laurie, and Amanda selected this book to guide our summer worship and after-worship 
discussions. It speaks to themes we’ve been hearing from many folks at Peace Church: they are hungry for a deep 
Christian faith that speaks to the hard stuff going on in our world, or they are deconstructing from faith traditions that 
harmed them and seeking a path toward reconstruction. Join us June 28-August 30 for worship and table 
conversation at coffee hour, and buy a copy of the book at bookshop.org or one of our local bookstores! 

Stewarding the Memorial Prairie Garden   
The Memorial Prairie Garden is a sacred space - a living testament to loss, love, and the enduring promise of 
renewal. For many families, it serves as a sanctuary to honor the memory of their children and other loved ones 
from our community. Caring for this special place requires ongoing stewardship to preserve its beauty, ecological 
health, and purpose for future generations. This week, Prairie Restorations, Inc. will be conducting prairie 
management work, with one or two follow-up days scheduled as needed. A primary focus of this effort is the 
removal of non-native invasive lupine, this particular species poses a serious threat to the health and diversity of 
our prairie. 
If you see crews working in the prairie this week, please give them room to safely complete their important work. 
Prairie restoration is an ongoing process, and effective stewardship requires addressing invasive species before 
they become established. If interested in volunteering, please contact Jen Stenersen, jen.stenersen@gmail.com.   

Peace Church Directory App 
Have you joined the Church Center app yet? This is a great way to stay connected, engaged, and 
involved at Peace Church! This has replaced our Instant Church online directory. Use the QR code 
to download the app from the app store. 

Once logged in, you can update your directory profile photo and manage what information other 
members are able to see. You can give online and connect with your church groups too! 

Please note that you can create an account at any time but will need to have been invited to join 
and share in Peace United Church of Christ's private directory. Email office@peaceucc.org if you 

do not have access to the directory yet. 

Bi-Monthly Peace Bell Newsletter 
Do you receive our bi-monthly newsletter? We have paper copies in the Narthex, we have them on our website, we 
can email a digital copy to you, or we can mail you a paper copy. If you would like to receive the  Peace Bell, please 
let Bri in the office know: stop by in person, call the office, or email office@peaceucc.org.  

We Want Your Feedback! 
As we anticipate a capital campaign to address necessary repairs to our building and build our 
resilience into the future, we want to hear what you think. What projects would you prioritize? 
What would inspire you to give? Share your thoughts with our capital campaign team with 
this anonymous survey by scanning the QR code. This should only take you about 10 
minutes to complete.  

 

This Week’s Schedule 
Monday, June 29 

5:00pm Making Meaning Out of Malignancy in the Fireside Room and Zoom 
Wednesday, July 1 

3:45pm Listen, Reflect, and Connect Group in the Fireside Room 
5:00pm Bible Study in the Fireside Room and Zoom 

Sunday, July 5 
9:30am Worship with Children’s Church. Sermon by Rev. Kayla Coffee-Prose.  
10:30am Coffee Hour and Liturgies for Resisting Empire Discussion in the Fellowship Hall 
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