
  

 

JUNE 2014 SEPTEMBER 2017 

Special Congregational Meeting   
Vote on becoming a Sanctuary Congregation  
Sunday, September 24, 11:30 in the Sanctuary  

The Church Council has set September 24 as the 
date for a congregational meeting to vote on becoming 
an Immigrant Welcoming, Sanctuary congregation, 
consistent with the Sanctuary Church Vision 
Statement.  This Statement was distributed and 
discussed at the annual meeting of the congregation 
this past June and is reprinted on page 11.   

Listening Session September 17 at 11:30am 

If you have questions, concerns, or ideas to share 
with the Sanctuary Team, there will be a listening 
session in the music room on Sunday, September 17, 
at 11:30am. Several members of the team will be there 
to listen, answer questions, or fill you in on details as 
needed. More info on page 10. 

Sunday September 24 

First ever Chili/Soup Cook-off! 

This will be a benefit for the Hubert family as 
they deal with medical expenses. 

We’ll be looking for your best recipes. 
Please sign up if you can bring soup or chili, 

and/or help with set-up, serving, or clean-up! 

Rally Sunday — September 10 

First Day of Sunday School and  
Adult Forum—both at 9:30am 

Worship at 8:30am and 10:30am 

Bibles for Kindergarten kids  
at 10:30 Worship 

Peace Babies picture at 11:30am 

Ice Cream Sundaes at Coffee Hour! 

Peace Babies picture 
September 10 at 11:30am 

For babies born since September 1, 2016! 
Bring your baby to church to be a part of  

our annual Peace Babies photo.  

Meet in front of the sanctuary after the 10:30 service. 

If you have a baby, but did not get a postcard about 
the photo, please call or email the church to make 
sure we have your child in our database. 
(office@peaceucc.org or 724-3637) 

Bibles for 
Kindergarten Kids! 

Kindergartners will receive Bibles during  
10:30 Worship  

on Sunday, September 10 

All Kindergartners are welcome to come and 
receive “The Bible for Children”, a wonderful picture 
story version of the Bible.   

Pride Sunday — September 3 
Pride Breakfast at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall. 
Everyone is invited to join us for breakfast of quiche, 
bagels, fruit, and juice.  

Worship at 8:30am and 10:30am. Sermon at both 
services by Mark Hakes, our former Youth & 
Children’s Minister who is now a member of the 
Loaves & Fishes Community and Coordinator of 
Family, Children, and Youth at Pilgrim Congregational 
UCC. Our 8:30 service will include communion. Our 
10:30 worship service will feature special music by 
our Community Pride Choir, directed by Jim Pospisil 
and accompanied by The Band. Music from the Indigo 
Girls, U2, Stevie Wonder, Jackie Wilson, and Sara 
Thomsen. Anyone who loves to sing is invited to be 
part of the Pride Choir…just come to the rehearsal on 
Sunday morning at 10am in the Sanctuary. 

Noon: Pride Parade in Superior, Wisconsin. Meet up 
with other Peace people near the Thirsty Pagan (1623 
Broadway Street) and walk down Tower Avenue 
together! 

Have fun with other kids  
at Sunday School!  

Sunday School starts at 9:30am with 
singing in the sanctuary, followed by 
dismissal to classrooms with teachers. 

Parents will register kids  
in the sanctuary following dismissal.  

Join us on The  
Joyful Path of Sharing 

God’s Love! 
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From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 

Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the 
lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take 
courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” “Come,” he 
said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the 
wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”   Matthew 14: 25–30 

It was hard to have this as the given Gospel lesson following the drownings on Park Point in August. The 
waves were so high that Thursday with warnings and red flags. There were so many people, fire fighters, police 
and coast guard, all working together to find the father and daughter caught in the riptide. Yes, the storms of life 
are so very real, and at times we are caught off guard and afraid. We have also been caught up in the waves of 
racial hatred, white supremacy gatherings, the threats of war with North Korea—red flags. So many red flags, and 
the waves are high. 

The followers of Jesus were so afraid in the waves they faced on the storms of the Galilee. After feeding the 
thousands who followed him into the wilderness, Jesus commands the disciples to head across the sea without 
him. He needs time for prayer. He sends them across to a place and a people they have not been. It is a new 
shore, and we can guess they are not to really wanting to go. That perhaps is the real crisis—being told to go 
share healing and hope with a people they’ve been taught to dislike. Go, Jesus says, go to the other side. 

While they are crossing the sea there is a storm and then in the early morning hours Jesus comes wave-
walking toward them. This isn’t hopeful. At first it increases their fear. But they hear Jesus say, “Take heart, it is I. 
Be not afraid.” So important in this story is Jesus’ response to the disciples in the midst of their deep fear. First he 
says take heart—don’t lose hope. Second, he reveals his presence with, among, and for them. For while we 
translate what Jesus utters as “It is I,” the Greek is more sparse, succinct, and significant: “I Am.” “I AM” the same 
God who revealed God’s self to Moses in the burning bush is there on the water. God is with them in the storm. 
Third, having revealed his presence and identity, Jesus then encourages the disciples once more to leave fear 
behind—be not afraid. 

As Rev. David Lose writes in Dear Working Preacher, “And I think this is still God’s desire for us. God desires, 
that is, that we trust that God is with us and for us and thereby live with courage and hope, taking chances, 
risking ourselves in relationship, seeking the welfare of the 
individuals and community around us, all the while remembering 
that even when we overlook God’s presence yet God is always 
there, sometimes to encourage us to overcome our fears, 
sometimes sending us out ahead, and sometimes reaching out 
to grab hold of us in forgiveness, mercy, comfort, and grace.” 

And so we are also like the disciples—sent out—to go to 
those places which are new to us and sometimes frightening. To 
enter the rough waters of other’s lives and to offer help. We are 
called to be a boat—a place of refuge. That is why we are 
working to becoming a sanctuary congregation—so that those 
seeking legal documented status would have time and place to 
do so without being deported,  

It is why Rev. Coleman from St. Mark’s and I helped to 
organize a meeting at St. Mark AME with city officials, clergy, 
and others to stand against the racial hatred and gatherings of 
white supremacist groups that we have seen in Charlottesville. 
We need to do something to say “no” to the racism that is so 
deeply part of our nation, to say “no” to the white supremacy. 
We have a lot of listening to do and work before us.  

We need to do something in the storms of our times. To step 
out in faith and make our way to that next shore even though it 
scares us. Step out with the one who calls us to follow. It’s not 
an easy path but it is ours with its red flags and all. But it is the 
one that leads right through waves of death to another shore of 
everlasting life. 

Peace friends ~ Pastor Kathy  

Church World Service needs Clean-
up Buckets for the people impacted 

by Hurricane Harvey    
On Rally Sunday, we will have a 

bucket out for your donations—we will 
send the money to Church World Service. 

Your donations will go toward 
purchasing and filling Clean Up Buckets, 
which are badly 
needed by the 
people affected by 
the storm. Each 
bucket contains $75 
worth of cleaning 
products, including 
sponges, brushes, 
disinfectants and 
soaps, gloves, trash 
bags, etc. We wish 
we could assemble 
some buckets at Peace Church, but CWS 
does not have a distribution center in 
Minnesota, and mailing these heavy 
buckets would be prohibitive.  

Checks can be made out to Peace 
Church with Hurricane Harvey in the memo. 
You can also donate through the UCC at 
www.ucc.orgdisaster_hurricane_harvey 
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Sundays in September 

Sunday, September 3 – Pride Sunday 

Mark Hakes will be our preacher this morning. Music 
by the Pride Choir. A Pride Community Breakfast 
will be served in the fellowship hall between services 
at 9:30.  All Are Welcome!     

Join us at noon for the Pride Parade in Superior, WI.  
We gather near the Thirsty Pagan and walk down 
Tower Avenue together!    

Sunday, September 10 
 Rally Sunday/Ice Cream Sundaes 

Scripture:  Romans 13:  8 – 14   

Sermon:  “Growing in God’s Love”  

This morning our kindergartners will receive their 
bibles during our 10:30 service; our choir and the 
Peace Band will lead our music, and we will celebrate 
the baptism of Lennox Wagner.    

Following our 10:30 worship service we will take our 
annual baby picture  (calling all babies born since last 
September!), and there will be a special coffee hour 
hosted by our Children’s Ministry Team with ice cream 
Sundaes!  

Join us as we begin another program year.  
Church school and adult education classes will be 
held at 9:30am!  

Sunday, September 17 

Scripture:   Exodus 14: 19 – 31  
 and Matthew 18: 21 – 35 

Sermon:  “Road to Freedom”  

This morning at the 10:30 service our Third 
Graders will receive their Bibles. 

At 11:30 there will be a picnic for everyone who has 
joined Peace Church in the last year and their families 
at Grant Rec Center – food and games provided!    

Sunday, September 24 
 Congregational Vote on Sanctuary Church, 
 and Chili Cook-Off for the Huberts  

Taizé Service at 8:30am. 

Scripture:  Exodus 16:  2 – 15 and Matthew 20: 1 – 16 

Sermon:  “Grace Enough for All” at 10:30 service . 

Liturgical Dance by Annette Strom and Susan 
Ranfranz. Special music this morning will be provided 
by Leon and friends, and our choir.   

October 1—Bill Hardesty and Georgette Sarkela 
invite you to join them at a special coffee hour in 

celebration of their marriage during a Peace 
Church worship service twenty-five years ago! 

We continue to have two services each Sunday morning, at 8:30am and 10:30am.  

At our 8:30 service, we share communion every Sunday. At our 10:30 service, we share communion the first 

Sunday of the month. The sermon and children’s time at both services is the same except for the fourth  

Sunday of each month when our 8:30 service is a Taizé Service (prayer, song, scripture, and meditation).  

Taizé Service – September 24 
Fourth Sunday of every month at the 8:30 Service 

This service is modeled after the services held at 
the Taizé Community in France. Taizé is a worship 
experience wholly dedicated to prayer and to hearing 
God’s word, using song, scripture, and silent 
meditation. 

Healing Prayer – September 24 
The Fourth Sunday of each month  

at 11:30am in the sanctuary  

Sunday Adult Forums  
9:30 in the Fireside Room 

September 10 – The importance of listening to 
others and telling our own stories, led by Carl 
Crawford and Marilyn Maryry.   

September 17 – Our immigration stories led by 
Doug Bowen-Bailey and Kevin Skwira-Brown of our 
Dismantling Racism Team. 

There will be a second forum this Sunday in the 
Conference Room: “Help and Healing on the 
Spiritual Path – Duluth Bruno Groening Circle of 
Friends." Heidi Labore Smith and Joan Hatlestad will 
present & respond to questions about spiritual healing 
and give information on an upcoming free medical 
lecture on “Help & Healing on the Spiritual Path” at 
Clyde Iron Works on  October 2, presenting medically 
verified spiritual healing from many diseases, from 
cancer to addictions. See more info on page 16.  

September 24 – The Peace Church immigration 
story led by our History Committee.  

Adult Forum – October 1 

Dismantling Racism Events  
Get out your calendars and get ready for a great 
series of adult forums, events, and films in the 
coming months sponsored by the Dismantling 
Racism Team.  On October 1st, we’ll have an adult 
forum on the Doctrine of Discovery, and after the 
10:30 service we’ll offer the Blanket Exercise with 
lunch first.  We’ll eat at 11:30 and then hold the 
Blanket Exercise, which is a moving and interactive 
dramatization of white settlement on indigenous land 
here in the U.S.  It takes about an hour and a half 
and includes a talking circle at the end.   

Later we will be screening the documentary “The 
Secrets of Being Black in Duluth”, so look for dates 
on that soon.   
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 Faith Formation / Small Groups 

Soma Yoga Class on Monday mornings 
9:00‐10:15am in the Fireside Room 

This class is suited for all levels of ability. It 
is taught by Robin Davidson, physical 
therapist and certified yoga instructor. A free
‐will offering to Peace Church of $3.00 per 
class is suggested.  

Growing our Small Groups 
There are many ways to connect here at Peace 

Church, and this fall we’re putting some energy into 
creating more opportunities for deeper connection 
through small groups.  If you’re one of those people 
who has been looking for more connection here at 
Peace, whether that’s on a weekly, monthly, or 
quarterly basis, we want to talk to you and support 
you in getting connected to others who have a similar 
longing.   

You might want to be a part of a group that’s 
intergenerational, or perhaps you would like to 
connect more with people in a similar stage of life.  If 
you’re called right now to deeper relationship in our 
community, we want to talk to you about it and give 
you the support you need.  To start a conversation, 
please contact our Faith Formation Minister Nathan 
Holst at nathan@peaceucc.org or call 724-3637.  
We’re excited to talk with you!   

Lenox Women’s Spiritual Life Group 
Monday September 18 at noon  
The 3rd Monday of each month  

Lenox Place, 701 W. Superior St. Apt. 710  
Come and join us for a time of reflecting on our 

faith, exploring ways to help each other, and sharing 
what is in our own hearts and lives. We invite all 
those women who would like to experience a friendly 
and welcoming group of wonderful people.  

Loni Cran‐Hovis prepares a delicious lunch for us!
Please call Cheryl Walsh (525-4129) or Pastor Kathy 
(724-3637) with questions.  

Monday Women’s Book Group  
September 18 at 7pm in the Fireside Room 

The Monday Book Group will resume 
this fall on September 18th.  We will 
begin the fall by reading Gift from the 
Sea by Anne Morrow 
Lindbergh.  Even though this book 
was written over 50 years ago, 
Lindbergh's musings on the shape of a 
woman's life still bring new 
understanding to women at any stage 
of life.   

In this book, Anne Morrow Lindbergh shares her 
meditations on youth and age; love and marriage; 
peace, solitude and contentment as she set them 
down during a brief vacation by the sea.  She casts an 
unsentimental eye on the trappings of modernity that 
threaten to overwhelm us, helping her readers find a 
space for contemplation and creativity within their own 
lives.  This book of short but insightful meditations is 
enjoyable to read and will give us much to discuss. 

The Monday Book Group meets on the first and 
third Mondays of the month and is open to any woman 
who enjoys reading and the fellowship of other 
women.  

Questions?  Call or email Penny Cragun: 218 727-
2972 or pcragun@d.umn.edu 

Peace Grief Support Group 

Sunday September 10, noon to 1pm  
in the Peace Church Chapel 

Facilitated by Chaplains Deborah Cooper  
& Gudrun Witrak 

The Grief Group meets on the second Sunday of 
the month, from noon to 1pm.  This is a support group 
for individuals dealing with the death of a loved one or 
other life changing losses. We gather downstairs in 
the Chapel. All are welcome. 

We hold in our hearts and in prayer at this time,  
all those in our faith community who bear the burden 
of loss.    

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
Wednesday September 27 at noon 

     Bring your own lunch and share conversation and 
devotions with Pastor Kathy in the Fireside Room. 
Coffee and dessert provided. All women are 
welcome!  

Men’s Breakfast 
September 7& 21, 7am, New London Cafe  
Come to eat and converse at the New London 

Café, 4721 E Superior Street. We meet every other 
Thursday. All men are invited to attend. 

“On Being” Podcast Lunch 
Tuesday September 19 at noon  

   Join us in the office conference room as we listen to 
an interesting and inspirational “On Being” episode with 
Krista Tippett. This month—Mary Catherine Bateson, 
”Life as an improvisational art, at every age”. This 
idea animates this wise linguist and anthropologist , 
whose book Composing a Life has touched many. As 
the daughter of anthropologists Margaret Mead and 
Gregory Bateson, she’s had an ability to move through 
the world as both an original observer and a joyful 
participant. Now in her 70s, she’s pondering — and 
living — what she calls the age of “active wisdom.”  

   All are welcome and sandwiches are provided, thanks 
to Nancy Carlson.  

mailto:pcragun@d.umn.edu
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Meals at CHUM Drop-in Center 
(1st Ave W and 2nd St.)  

Wednesday Breakfast—September 13 & 27 
every other Wednesday, 9am-11am 

Thursday Dinner—September 21 

Third Thursday of each month, 4-6pm 
Help and donations are always welcome! Thanks 

to Cathy Carlson who cooks and coordinates this 
meal! Let us know if you’d like to be on the email list to 
help provide food and/or help for this dinner. 

Adults! Join the Youth Ministry Team 
Are you a person who loves spending time with 

youth?  Have you been pondering a deeper call to 
support our youth here at Peace in their faith 
formation and encouraging them in their lives?  Then 
take the next step and join the youth ministry team.   

This is your chance to engage in conversation 
around how we nurture and support our youth in their 
time here at Peace.  Our church needs your 
leadership and would love to have you be a part of 
this important ministry.  Please contact Nathan Holst 
at nathan@peaceucc.org or call 724-3637 for more 
information.   

Looking Ahead!  Couple’s Retreat 
We know it’s still a few months away, but we’re 

excited to start early with getting the word out about 
our 2

nd
 Peace Church Couple’s Retreat, which will 

happen this year on Saturday, November 11.  

We will have more details in the next couple 
months, but we wanted to pique your interest by 
letting you know we will be using Gary Boelhower’s 
book, Mountain 10, for part of our time together. This 
is a powerful, reflective tool that we hope will help 
you gain wisdom and insight into yourself and your 
relationship.  Look for more info soon from leaders 
Veronica Gaidelis-Langer and Nathan Holst.   

Groups, Gatherings, and Opportunities 

OWL Program Offered in September 
We are excited to be offering the OWL (Our Whole 

Lives) program this fall!  For those of you who don’t 
yet know about this amazing program, it is a 
comprehensive faith and sexuality program created 
by the United Church of Christ and the Unitarian 
Universalists. It has been used widely (including here 
at Peace in the past) with great success.   

We are offering the program to our incoming 8th 
graders this year, but if you have a child in another 
grade and are interested in having your youth be 
involved, please contact us to let us know.  The 
program begins on Sunday, September 24, with 
weekly meetings every Sunday from 6:00pm-7:30pm 
until spring.  We have 4 amazing facilitators this year, 
2 from Peace and 2 from the Unitarian Universalist 
church here in Duluth.  If you are interested in 
knowing more about the program or want to sign up, 
please contact Nathan at nathan@peaceucc.org.   

Poetry Reading & Music 
Deborah Cooper's new collection of Poetry, “Blue 

Window” will be released by Clover Valley Press on 
September 17th at 3:00 pm in the Peace Church 
Sanctuary. Please join us! 

Music will be provided by the Mood Swings— 
Lynn Brascala & Jody Anderson—and by pianist, 
Steve Coll. 

PALS — Peace Adults Learning & Socializing  

Hike the Western Waterfront Trail 
Saturday September 30 

Meet at 3pm at trail parking lot by Munger Inn 

   Join your Peace friends for a beautiful fall hike 
along the St. Louis River on the Western Waterfront 
trail. We will hike for approximately 1 or 2 hours, 
(dependent on weather), and gather for dinner and 
conversation at Clyde Iron following our walk.  
Dessert will be provided. 

Directions—From the Northeast: 

> Take Grand to 75th Ave. W. 

> Left on 75th to asphalt parking lot on left 
 (Slightly beyond Munger Motel) 

> RSVP to psjoding@gmail.com, or Pat, 349-8654 
   or Carl 349-1394. 

Inquirers Classes  
Wednesdays, September 27 & October 4 

from 6:00 – 7:00 pm  
    Come meet others who are new to Peace United 
Church of Christ and learn more about this 
congregation and the United Church of Christ.  This 
is an important class for folks who are considering 
joining the congregation. Come to the Fellowship Hall 
at 5:30pm if you’d like to join us for supper. Childcare 
is provided. 

We will welcome new members on October 8 
during worship.  Let Pastor Kathy know if you are 
interested in joining.   

New Member Picnic September 17 
Calling all new members! There will be a picnic 

at Grant Rec, just west of Peace Church, after the 
10:30 worship service on Sunday September 17. We 
welcome everyone who has joined Peace Church in 
the past year to attend with their families—if you 
joined the previous year but missed our picnic—
c’mon along! Food and games provided! 

mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
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   Peace Church Youth            Nathan’s Column 

September Youth Group  
Wednesdays 6-7:30pm 

in the Youth Room 
Grades 6-8 

Fall is here and that means we’re 
starting youth group back up!  Our first 
official youth group of the year is on 
Wednesday, September 13th.  We’ll 
be kicking the year off with root beer 
floats, gaga ball, and our awesome 
Peer Ministry program that will help 
shape our year together.   

Don’t miss this great space of 
connection and fun—join us on 
Wednesday nights from 6pm-7:30pm 
in the Peace youth room for some 
awesome times! 

Middle School Fall Trip  
to Pilgrim Point Camp 

October 6-8 
Middle School Youth!  Fall is 

coming and we’re planning to take a 
trip to Pilgrim Point Camp (our UCC 
camp in Alexandria, MN) on Oct. 6-
8.  Join Conference middle school 
youth (grades 6-8) for a fun weekend 
retreat.  

Guiding us through our weekend 
together will be Richard Bruxvoort 
Colligan. Richard is about 
adventurous and imaginative music 
for the ever-evolving church. As a 
freelance composer and musician, he 
serves across denominations singing 
and teaching about worship and 
spiritual formation. We hope you can 
join us!  Sign up sheet is right outside 
the church office or contact Nathan to 
sign up at nathan@peaceucc.org. 

Light in the Cracks  by Nathan Holst 

As I prepare for the fall, I’ve been doing some reading to help me 
ground in the larger Christian conversations around the changing 
shifts in the way we do church and ministry in the 21st Century, and I 
wanted to take this opportunity to share some of what I’m learning so 
that we might engage in these conversations together as a church.  

Much of my reading has been centered on Ivy Beckwith’s book 
“Postmodern Children’s Ministry”. She begins her book with some 
great questions worth pondering in our congregation here at Peace: 
“In what ways does the children’s ministry of the church need to 
change in order to meet the needs of the emerging culture of the 21st 
Century?  What does it mean for a community of faith to take 
seriously its responsibility to spiritually nurture its children and 
families?”  And I would add young adults, singles, parents, 
grandparents, and seniors.  I keep rolling these questions around in 
my mind, wondering how we are already engaging this, and how we 
might still need more work.   

One of the things I’ve found most helpful so far in the reading is 
the distinction between a modern way and a postmodern way of 
thinking.  As Beckwith shares, “Just as moderns believe there is a 
discernable and knowable absolute truth and objective reality, post 
moderns believe there is no overarching truth or ultimate ideal that 
explains and undergirds all of human existence.  Post moderns 
believe that reality or truth is always subjective…truth grows out of 
one’s perspective and life experience.”  You can see how this has 
some pretty big implications for how we look at Christianity and the 
Bible.  Modern thinking might look at Christianity and the Bible as the 
Truth, where there might be more emphasis from the Post Modern 
thinking on how the Bible can help bring to light truth that is showing 
up in this particular community.  And when you take into account what 
Beckwith names, that about 30 percent of Baby Boomers, 50 percent 
of Baby Busters (Gen Xers), and 60 percent of Millennials have 
postmodern sensibilities, you start to see that we are in a larger 
culture shift that for many of us changes how we experience 
Christianity.  Instead of being able to take the traditional ministry 
formula—open the minds of adults and kids and pour in the truth of 

our beliefs, we are now in a place where it’s a little more difficult to 
discern what it is we will collectively teach our kids and our 
community.  Will we have teachings that will offer enough wisdom 
and truth to be meaningful and spiritually nurturing, while still 
being wide and deep enough to hold the large range of sometimes 
incredibly different journeys of individuals in a community?   

This is a big undertaking, but the good news is that there are 
many congregations around the country that are diving into these 
questions and sharing what they’re learning.  Indeed, as a 
member of the MN conference Faith Formation team, I know that 
both energy and financial resources are being poured into ministry 
resources for this time.  And I think the other good news is that we 
have a pretty amazing community that is already engaging some 
of these questions here at Peace.  So let’s keep reflecting, keep 
the conversation going to see what we might offer our children  
and our community as we ride the wave of cultural change in the 
21st Century.   

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in” 

  ~Lenard Cohen 

 

Middle School Campers at Fenske Lake 
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Wednesday Activities 

First Year  Confirmation 
Calling all Ninth Graders!  

We have a great group of youth and an exciting year 
planned for you! Class will meet the first and third 
Wednesdays from 7 – 8:15  pm in the Fireside 
Room.  The class has the potential of 25 youth.    

We are also planning a retreat for March 9 - 11, 2018 
with Urban Immersion, and a Summer Work Camp to  
West Virginia the week of July 23, 2018. Part of the 
class expectation is regular participation in worship. 

Our first meeting will be in the Fireside Room on 
Wednesday, September 20 at 7:00pm with youth 
and parents.  Pastor  Kathy Nelson and Nathan Holst 
will be co-leading the class.    

Second Year Confirmation 
Tenth Graders  

The second year class will meet in the Fireside 
Room the second and fourth Wednesdays of each 
month from 7 – 8:15pm.Our first class of this year 
will be on Wednesday, September 13.  You will 
receive a full schedule at the first meeting.  It will be 
great to be back together again!   

Also you are invited to the Urban Immersion Retreat 
in March and next Summer’s Work Camp to West 
Virginia.  
Sunday, May 21—Confirmation Sunday at 10:30; 
Breakfast for confirmands and families at 9:30am. 

Wednesday Activity Schedule  
Dinner and activities begin September 13! 

4:45-5:30: Kid’s Choir / Kid’s Yoga (see schedule) 
5pm: Centering Prayer in Chapel 

5:30-6pm: Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 

6-7:15pm: Bible Study in the Fireside Room 

6-7pm: Kid’s Club in the  
Mindanao Room (2nd-5th graders) 

6-7:30pm: Middle School Youth Group  
in the Youth Room 

6:15pm: Adult Choir in the Music Room 

7-8:30pm: Confirmation in the Fireside Room 

Childcare is provided in the Nursery from 6 to 7:30pm 
for all children 1st grade and younger. 

Centering Prayer in Chapel  
Wednesdays 5-5:30pm 

Centering Prayer is a modern Christian contemplative 
prayer practice, or a method of meditation. Like all 
methods of meditation, the goal of Centering Prayer is 
to free us from what the Buddhists call “monkey mind” 
or the compulsive internal chatter of our minds. All the 
major faith traditions have recognized and placed a 
high value on the transforming power of meditation. 
Its purpose is to learn to open ourselves to God’s 
extraordinary love in ordinary, daily life. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
6 pm in the Fireside Room 

Join Pastor Kathy and Rev. Bob Stevens on 
Wednesday evenings, reading the Gospel lesson for 
the coming Sunday using the Lectio Divina method. 
Lectio Divina is listening for the still, small voice of 
God that speaks to us. No prior biblical knowledge 
needed! We close with prayer, each praying for the 
person on his or her right. Join us as we practice this 
ancient and yet very relevant method of Bible study. 

Wednesday Dinner Menu 
We can always use help for prep at 4pm, and for 

clean-up after the meal.  Let us know if you can help! 

September 13:  Grill out 

September 20 Company Chicken & Vegetarian 
       Casserole 

September 27 Papa Murphy’s Pizza 

October 4  Mexican 

October 11  Spaghetti, meat and meatless 

Kids 2nd-5th grade! 
6:00pm to 7:15pm Wednesdays 

Mindanao Room 

Kid’s Club — “Bringing the Bible to Life” 
     Join Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Kelli after Wednesday dinner to find how 
our faith works in our lives.  We’ll be 
playing games, making crafts, having book 
club, and playing Legos…all while making 
new friends!  

6-7:30pm—Kids 1st grade and under are welcome 
in the nursery with Childcare staff, Meghan, where 
they may play board games, Legos, or play freely.  

Kid’s Choir and Yoga Schedule 
Kids’ Choir will be on the 1st and 3rd 

Wednesdays from 4:45-5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
(September 20). Kids will sing the second Sundays of 
the month at the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Susan Larson 
Kidd at susan.larsonkidd@drslk.com or (218) 722-
7972; or Kelli Farell at church, 724-3637 or 
kelli@peaceucc.org. 

Kids’ Yoga will be on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays from 4:45-5:30 p.m. in the Fireside 
Room (September 13 & 27). Please bring a yoga mat 
or towel and wear comfy clothing. If you have any 
questions, please contact Elise Courtright at (218)  
428-3881 or courtrightelise@gmail.com or Kelli Farell. 
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              Kelli’s Column        See you September 10 on Rally Sunday!  

by Kelli Farell, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

The first day of a new school year is almost upon us.  My 
daughter and I tackled three school supply lists this year, including 
the requisite color-coded folders that “must be plastic”: 3 red, 3 
blue, 3 yellow, 3 green, 2 purple.  We shopped before mid-August, 
having learned last year that finding the $.50 plastic folders in the 
specific, required color-schemes was much like hunting the elusive 
bigfoot; we may have sighted one purple folder, but there was no 
other proof that the other colors had existed.  After searching far too 
long, I caved and bought the $1.77 folders instead, even though 
they defied the supply list rules and had three-hole prongs.  Mission 
complete. 

Back at home, the kids packed all the supplies in their 
backpacks and loaded a grocery bag with Kleenex and Ziploc bags, 
leaving the unfinished argument regarding ownership of the Disney 
Kleenex boxes to be settled the first day of school.  Three bursting 
backpacks stand at the ready for the first day of school, reminding 
us that only a few days remain of summer’s freedoms. 

I know what’s in their physical backpacks, but I’m uncertain about their emotional ones.  As parents, we get 
so focused on filling the backpack that we don’t really focus on the kids’ feelings.  Some kids are excited for 
new friends, new teachers, or new challenges.  Others are anxious, worried, scared, or even dreadful.  Imagine 
starting a new job every fall, and I’m sure we parents could better place ourselves in the kids’ shoes. 

I wonder how I can attend to my kids’ emotional needs?  How can I honor their feelings and remind them 
that they are not alone as they venture forth into a new school year?  And most importantly, how can I put a 
little faith into this school-readiness ritual? 

One idea is to help kids attach something meaningful to their backpacks as a reminder that God is always 
with them.  You could pick out a token item for them or involve them in picking something out, maybe a 
keychain or piece of jewelry.  Try a mini flashlight to symbolize God lighting the way.  Another option is to 
create something together, such as a safety pin with beads on it or a string friendship bracelet.  It could be as 
simple as a length of ribbon to tie on the backpack. 

Once you’ve decided upon your symbol, create your own little ritual.  You could do this the night before 
school or the first morning if you plan a few extra minutes.  For the anxious children, you may do it even earlier 
to allay some of their worry.  One possibility is to repeat one of the VBS mantras, “God is Here,” and talk about 
God being with them all the time.  Another possibility is to say, “I know that you will learn so many new things 
and go so many new places.  I hope that you will go with courage and strength and know that God goes with 
you too.” Attach the token as a physical reminder of God’s presence and pray together.   

A possible prayer to say at this point is, “God, please be with [child’s name] as [she/he] heads off on [his/
her] first day of school.  May the year be full of new experiences and knowledge, and may [she/he] walk in light 
and truth every day.  Amen.”  Or create your own prayer with your child. 

Whatever method you choose, make sure you allow a stress-free time for doing this.  As a bonus, creating 
this ritual time to honor their emotional journeys may reassure them that it’s safe to share their feelings with you 
at times along their journey.   

(Prayers are taken from Faithful Families by Traci Smith.) 

Sunday School teachers 
needed! 

If you enjoy kids and want to 
explore your own faith more deeply, 
volunteer to teach Sunday School! 

Classes include preschool, 
kindergarten/1

st
 grade, 2

nd
/3

rd
 grade 

and 4
th
/5

th
 grade. 

We have teams of teachers for 
each class, so you rotate every few 
weeks. 

Please contact Kelli if you are 
interested!  kelli@peaceucc.org or 
(218) 724-3637. 

Middle Schoolers on Fenske 
Lake Camping Trip 

mailto:kelli@peaceucc.org
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Team and Committee Meetings 
Stewardship Team will meet on Thursday  
September 7 at 5:30pm in the Conference Room.  

Children’s Ministry will meet on Wednesday 
Thursday September 7 at 5:30pm. 

Acting for Justice Hub will meet on Sunday  
September 10 at 11:30am in the Music Room. 

Health and Wellness Team will meet on Sunday 
September 10 at 11:30am in the Conference Room. 

Worship and Arts Committee will meet Tuesday 
September 12 at 5:30pm in the sanctuary. 

Dismantling Racism Team will meet on Tuesday 
September 12 at 6:45pm in the Conference Room. 

The History Team will meet in the Heritage Room 
on Wednesday September 13 from 10am-12pm. 

Shared Ministry Team will meet on Wednesday 
September 13 at 4:30pm in the Conference Room.  

Property Team, and Food and Fellowship Team 
will meet Wednesday September 13 at 6pm. 

Finance Team will meet on Wednesday September 
13 at 6pm in the Conference Room. 

Sanctuary Congregation Team will meet on 
Sunday September 17 at 11:30am. 

Adult Ed Team will meet at 3:30pm Tuesday 
September 19 in Conference Room.  

Coordinating Council will meet on 
Tuesday, September 19 at 7pm  
in the Office Conference Room.  
All are welcome to attend. 

Peace Church News 

Stewardship  

Journey to Generosity . . .  
following in the way of Jesus 

This is our theme for this Fall's stewardship 
drive.  We will kick it off on October 8th with a hike to 
Chester Bowl. We’ll have a free sandwich lunch for 
all, and lots of fun games too.  We will have rides for 
those who aren't able to walk that far. 

Our theme this year invites us to think about all we 
have received and  all we have to share.  The 
scripture for this year is  "Freely you have received,  
freely give" -  Matthew 10: 8   As we walk together 
both on the 8th and throughout the fall, we are asked 
to think about what it means to be generous, both as 
individuals and as a congregation. Or as someone 
said “what would it look like to give until if feels 
good?"   

Join us on this journey . . . We are so glad you are 
part of this people trying to follow in the way of Jesus. 

Shared Ministry Booklets Still 
Available! 

   Thanks to everyone who has filled out a Shared 
Ministry Booklet! It’s never too late—please pick  
one up the next time you’re at church. Our teams 
and committees are back in the swing of things, 
planning for the new program year, and they always 
welcome new folks!! 

Moderator’s Report 
I am honored to serve as your Moderator this 

year. This is my second opportunity to serve in this 
position. The first time was many, many years ago. 
Our biggest problem that year was one of finances. 
Never enough. Thankfully, we are in a much stronger 
financial position now. In fact, for this time of the 
year, our budget numbers are right where they 
should be. The Council is grateful to everyone 
keeping up with annual pledges. 

All staff annual reviews are complete. We are 
fortunate to have an amazing, passionate group of 
folks keeping Peace running smoothly. 

The Council voted to move the Sanctuary Church 
proposal forward for a congregational vote on 
Sunday, September 24th. Watch for more news in 
the next few weeks. The task force working on this 
important project has been so diligent preparing the 
information we will need in order to vote later this 
month. 

Many thanks to Kathy, Nathan and all our adult 
volunteers who led the Youth trip to Atlanta. The 
service on the Sunday after they return is one of my 
favorites every year. It is obvious the positive impact 
this mission trip has on all who attend. 

We are off to another fabulous year at Peace. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 Marsha Hystead 

A dedicated group of Peace Gardeners planted 
and is now harvesting a variety of vegetables in our 
Peace Church back yard, near the lower parking lot. 
We’ve planted string beans, garlic, beets, 
cucumbers, tomatoes, zucchini, cabbage, broccoli 
and carrots, and are now reaping the harvest!  Dick 
Goese donated onion sets, but the onions seem to 
be a favorite vegetable of someone other than the 
volunteer gardeners.   

To date we have grown and delivered about 120 
lbs. of fresh food to Chum’s Food Shelf. Call or email 
the office if you’d like to be on the email list of 
gardeners. 
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Acting for Justice—Sanctuary Congregation News / Dismantling Racism 

First Lutheran invites you to consider joining this class this fall! 
Cracking the Shell of Whiteness is a curriculum to build capacity for white people to be in 
solidarity with people of color in the work of dismantling racism. 

What: A facilitated six-week small group experience with discussions, activities, short videos 
and readings focused on understanding the system of whiteness and white privilege. 

Facilitators are Beth Holst, First Lutheran Church, and Doug Bowen-Bailey from Peace Church 

When: Sunday evening sessions 5:30-7:00pm (optional 5:00pm pizza) Oct 8th- Nov 12th 

Where: First Lutheran Church, 1100 East Superior St, adult education room (second floor next to the nursery) 

Cost:  Suggested contribution $30 to pay for expenses such as pizza, childcare if needed, and a donation to a 
racial justice organization in our area. 

Registration:  Call Betty Preus 218-349-1939 or email her at bettypreus@gmail.com or Voula Heffernan at  
728-2854 or at vjheffernan@gmail.com  

Please let us know when you register if you need childcare. Blessings on the journey! 

Welcoming Immigrants, Offering Sanctuary 
 I was amazed at the number of people who have been interested in helping 
Peace welcome immigrants and explore the possibility of becoming a sanctuary 
church.  Within the first month of our work, we had an email list of 35 interested 
persons.  At the sanctuary dinner on August 19, we had 43 volunteers who helped in 
one way or another.  Why do we do this? 

 In addition to our Biblical mandate and spiritual tradition of hospitality, a lot of us 
have our own personal reasons for engaging in this work.  As I’ve listened to 
conversations here’s what I’ve heard:  for some, offering hospitality is part of an 
internal moral compass; for some, creating a world where everyone is welcomed is 
part of a larger vision; for some, the memory of being welcomed in a strange land is 
more than enough reason to reach out.   

Here are a few quotes from folks who have been around the sanctuary table this summer: 

Paul Hlina:  Life is too precious to spend it on hate. Peace allows us every day to focus on love, family and 
community.  Sanctuary is the right thing to do!      

Charlotte Frantz:  I grew up in a family where resettling refugees and welcoming immigrants was simply part of 
our family’s life—not only in my nuclear family, but among my extended family as well.  It’s 
just what we did, so I guess it seems natural to still be doing it.     

Kevin Skwira-Brown:  As a parent, I don’t believe anyone should be taken from their 
children or separated from the community they’ve become part of.  I want to insure that 
families in our community can stay together.  

Jo Johnson:  Feed, clothe and shelter my brothers and sisters in need.  That is what my 
God tells me and that is what I believe I must do.   

Carl Huber:  I believe all people have a right to a safe place —- our own personal Sanctuary 
— and to provide it to those who are being oppressed by hostility and hate is what Jesus  
is calling me and the larger community to do — open our doors and welcome the stranger 
as friend.     

Cameron Hubley:  I had the chance to spend time in Finland when I was a junior in high school.  Then I went to 
Norway when I was in college.  Now that I have a home and family, I wanted to involve them in an international 
experience.  So I called up UMD’s office for international students and asked what I could do.  They gave me the 
name of a student and I met him when he got off the plane.  He stayed with us until we could find a place for him 
to live.  It was a totally amazing experience and now we count him as one of our friends. 

This fall we will have several opportunities to think about how we can welcome and support immigrants and 
strangers among us.  Two adult forums will help us look at our own immigration stories.  Sanctuary discussions 
help us clarify our congregation’s commitments.   I am looking forward to September.   

 Charlotte Frantz, Peace Sanctuary Exploration Team member 
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Peace Church Library—Check it out! 

Sanctuary Congregation Vision Statement 
“When a foreigner lives with you in your land, don’t take advantage of [them]. Treat the foreigner the same as 

a native. Love [them] like one of your own. Remember that you were once foreigners in Egypt. I am God, your 
God.” Leviticus 19:33-34, The Message 

“Jesus answered, ‘The first is, “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” The second is 
this, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these.’” Mark 
12:29-31, NRSV 

Peace Church has a long history of sanctuary; at certain times we have offered sanctuary, and at other times, 
we have sought it. From the Hebrew scriptures to the sanctuary movement protecting Central Americans in the 
1980’s, the people of God have both been strangers and welcomed strangers. 

We are seeing a resurgence of this movement in our present time. This one started in 2014 due to the 
increase in deportations taking place under the Obama administration. With the election of the current 
administration and its overt commitment to anti-immigrant policies, this modern sanctuary movement has grown 
in scope and urgency. 

As a Just Peace Church, we are committed to the interrelation of friendship, justice, and common security 
from violence, with the intent of creating a community of: 

• resistance, standing against social structures comfortable with violence and injustice 

• sacrifice and commitment, ready to go the extra mile, and then another mile, in the search for justice and 
peace (see Matthew 5:41) 

• political and social engagement, in regular dialogue with the political order, participating in peace and justice 
advocacy networks, witnessing to a Just Peace in the community and in the nation, joining the social and 
political struggle to implement a Just Peace. (General Synod 15 Pronouncement) 

One step in this process is to prepare the building and congregation to offer shelter and support to an 
immigrant or immigrant family engaged in the process of getting documentation or naturalization. The work of a 
sanctuary congregation, however, is much more than this: 

• Encouraging members of Peace to be involved in fostering compassionate, just treatment of immigrants in 
their own spheres of influence (work, community, neighborhood, etc) 

• Equipping members to foster a supportive environment in the Duluth/Superior area by  befriending 
immigrants in their neighborhoods, workplaces, and social gatherings 

• Providing educational opportunities about current laws, policies and practices that affect immigrants, as well 
as information about immigrant rights 

• Being alert to ways Peace Church can respond to immigrant needs as they are discovered or made known  
to us 

• Partner with sanctuary supporting congregations and others in each of these areas 

Providing sanctuary is another way we as a congregation can praise God, live the way of Jesus, and 
build the beloved community. 

New adult books: 

Forgiveness : Discover the Power and Reality of 
Authentic Christian Forgiveness by Gary Inrig 

The Book of Salt : A Novel by Monique Troung 

Shelter Half : A Novel by Carol Bly 

Still Life with Bread Crumbs by Anna Quindlen 

The Bible Doesn’t Say That by Joel M Hoffman 

Ma’s Dictionary : Straddling the Social Class Divide : 
A Memoir by Milan Kovacovic 

Stop Teaching Our Kids to Kill : A Call to Action 
Against TV, Movie & Video Game Violence  
by Dave Grossman and Gloria DeGaetano 

New children's books: 

The River by Gary Paulsen 

Sideways Stories from Wayside School  
by Louis Sachar 

The Mysterious Benedict Society and the Prisoner’s 
Dilemma by Trenton Lee Stewart 

Joseph and his Magnificent Coat of Many Colors  
by Marcia Williams 

The Magic School Bus Sees Stars by Joanna Cole 

Old Bear by Jane Hissey 

The Sissy Duckling by Harvey Fierstein  

DVD  - Diary of a Wimpy Kid 

http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/unitedchurchofchrist/legacy_url/257/just-peace-church-pronouncement-1985.pdf?1418423617
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Pathways to Peace—Sacred Conversations 

Pathways to Peace: Sacred Conversations 
Pathways to Peace is a series of ongoing and special opportunities designed to inspire and challenge those on 
or seeking the pathway to peace.  Through reading, writing, art and music participants will have chances to 
share in conversations to build understanding and community.  Sacred Conversations is the third in the 
Pathways to Peace series (preceded by Sacred Landscapes in 2015 and Sacred Journeys in 2016).  Look for 
the complete catalog this fall. Following are the first three offerings in the fall 2017 series. 

Peace Church Visual Artists and Writers  

You are invited to the Peace Church 
“Coffee House” 

September 7 (Thursday)  

6:30pm in the Fireside Room 
In October and November, we are planning six 

Sunday morning Adult Forums for discussion with 
our visual artists. Last winter we met with the writers 
in our congregation and the Adult Forums were so 
successful and fun that many attendees asked us to 
do another series with Peace Church visual artists.  

It has been suggested to invite our writers to join 
with the visual artists, when desired, for a combined 
endeavor. At the September 7 “Coffee House”, we 
will share more details and hopefully schedule you 
for the Adult Forum of your choice. 

Please consider sharing your artistic gifts with the 
congregation. Please contact Cindy McLean with 
questions or with your interest in participation, 
(webinthewoods@gmail.com, 218-525-3526.) 

Lessons from a Conversation  
with Nature 

Cindy S. Spillers, facilitator 

September 14, 21, and 28 — 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
In his “Chased by the Light” project, nature 

photographer Jim Brandenburg engaged Nature in a 
90-day intimate conversation.  The encounter led him 
to his own inner wilderness and Divine Inner Teacher.  

Educator Parker Palmer had an extended 
conversation with Brandenburg about that 
experience. Over three sessions, participants will  
explore three of the many themes that emerged in 
Brandenburg’s personal encounter with Nature and in 
the joint conversation between these two men, 
reclaiming passion, paying attention, and 
encountering the other.  Each session will include 
time for self-reflection and conversation. 

Cindy Spillers is a retired UMD faculty member 
and a spiritual director.  She is a garden junkie and 
fashion flunky, on a quest for meaning, truth, and 
beauty. 

A Hidden Wholeness: The Journey Toward an Undivided Life.  
Welcoming the Soul and Weaving Community in a Wounded World. 

October 5, 12, 19, 26, November 2 & 9 — 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Fireside Room 
Based on Parker Palmer’s work and book, “A Hidden Wholeness”, and in response to the need for many of 

us to engage in deeper conversations, “where we can take in solitude, and in the company of others”, a group 
will be offered for 4 weeks based on Palmer’s practices and principles.  

This group, called a circle of trust, will be a place to listen deeply to one another. Group members will be 
asked to commit to all four groups and will be open to a maximum of 10 people who are seeking a safe, 
confidential space to share joys and concerns without judgment or attempts to “fix”. 

Palmer’s book will be helpful for participants to read, but not essential to be a part of the group. Please sign 
up in the Peace Church office if you are interested. The group will be facilitated by Liz Liebenstein and Marilyn 
Mayry. More information at http://www.couragerenewal.org/approach/ 

Spiritual Companions 
At times we all need a safe and sacred space where someone cares to listen and travel with us through a 

trying time or a time when we need to or want to share our story in a confidential space. Spiritual companioning 

offers such a place. A spiritual companion will listen and offer companionship for just one conversation or several 

conversations in an atmosphere of trust and holiness. All spiritual companions are trained in some aspect of 

ministry and are available to all. If you would like to meet with a Spiritual Companion, contact Pastor Kathy.  

The Spiritual Companions are Terese Tomanek, Bob Stevens, Cheryl Walsh, Leslie Williamson White, Regina 
Laroche, Liz Liebenstein and Marilyn Mayry.  

mailto:webinthewoods@gmail.com
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Voices for Justice 

Voices for Justice    Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice.  We are energized and 

heartened by hearing each other’s stories.  Each month, we will share a brief story from members of our 
community, learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes.  If you would like to share 
your story, or want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office.   

Hope Connell—Keeping a Foot in the Door for Justice 
Hope Connell, wife of Ian, mother of Saul and Thea, is a deep and complex 

young woman.  She grew up as a preacher’s kid in an evangelical church, where 
there was far more emphasis on individual spirituality and morality than there was 
on a wider social spirituality and justice issues. Hope has become acutely aware of 
“societal individualism” as a prevalent ideation in this modern world.  Everyone is 
pursuing their own interests vs. the interests and concerns of others. 

Having children initiated a metamorphosis in Hope, causing her to look at life and 
her beliefs differently. Through the process of reading and conversing with close 
friends in faith, Hope arrived at the realization that she wanted a faith community 
that shared a collective awareness of social issues, sin, and a sense of 
responsibility for acting on those concerns.  Happily, Hope and Ian found that in 
Peace Church, which they find is affirming of everyone’s humanity, is working 
towards justice, and keeps Jesus in the forefront.  To her, faith is a full body and a 
full life commitment. “Church happens outside of the building and Sunday worship 
service.” 

The issues Hope cares about most deeply are racial issues, inequality, white 
supremacy, and all the systemic inequalities that arise from oppression’s dark 
work.  If she could have a different world, it would include people who were much 
more conversant regarding the systems of oppression.  Everyone would be more 
compassionate in their awareness and realize that each one of us is complicit.  
People would also be totally aware that their actions or inactions affect others, 
because there is no such thing as a neutral effect. This would cause everyone to 
be more mindful of their decisions.   

Hope is into punk music. One of the lines of a punker that encourages her is 
“faith isn’t magic, but it is keeping my foot in the door.”  Faith is grappling.  It is 
acting.  It is work.  She has been inspired by a few activist bands, including 
Fugazi and The Flobots. Their music helps increase her awareness of issues and 
encourages her to act.   

Hope brings her thoughtfulness and wisdom to many teams and committees at 
Peace Church.  Most central to her commitment now is her work with the 

Sanctuary Congregation Team.  She is also involved in the wider community.  She is active in SURJ (Showing Up 
for Racial Justice), a community group actively addressing racial issues.  She is also serving as campaign 
manager for Janet Kennedy’s Duluth City Council run.  Hope believes it is important to have representation for 

racial equity. She looks at all she does through the lens of affecting racial justice.  

Hope working on the recent 
Sanctuary dinner. 

We had a beautiful day for our annual outdoor worship! 
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Global Ministries—News from the Liddles in East Timor 

Spring without a Fishing Opener 
The end of the rainy season in Timor-Leste is a bit like the coming of 
spring in Minnesota. Of course there’s no melting snow or freeze-thaw 
cycles that finally, grudgingly, come to an end. And alas, there’s no 
fishing opener! But blue sky becomes more common, laundry is easier 
to get dry and one’s general sense of well-being seems to mysteriously 
improve from day to day. 

While it seems like spring here, it’s mid-summer in Minnesota and 
Hannah is there enjoying it with family and friends on our behalf (I’m 
hoping she gets in a canoe, if not out camping, at least once!). Around 
Christmas, we decided to offer her the opportunity to head home for a 

couple months this summer to reconnect with people in Minnesota and Indiana. She’s having fun but assures 
me that she does in fact miss us and will in fact look forward to coming back to Timor! She’ll be back in early 
September with my folks who will be staying with us for a few weeks which we’re looking forward to. 

Simon is also on vacation for the next few weeks. He finished the second quarter of public school in Lospalos 
where he studies mostly in Portuguese (and some Tetum). So these days he’s out and about playing with 
friends and generally enjoying being seven year-old with an unstructured life. 

My time as interim pastor here at Immanuel Church is coming to an end after almost a full year. I didn’t expect 
that job but it’s been a great experience. One part of my assignment here is continuing education for IPTL’s 
pastors, and I think it would be hard to do that effectively without being involved in local church ministry myself. 
So I’m glad I’ll continue to be involved in that even when the new pastor takes over. Going forward though, I’ll 
have more time to focus on the work I’m doing in other parts of Timor-Leste. Some of that will get started this 
month with a IPTL pastor’s gathering in the town of Liquisa (grassroots approach to continuing education), an 
annual Synod meeting in Dili and the start of a mini research project in the village of Lisadila. 

Some of you may know that Global Ministries has been partnering with the IPTL in running a public middle 
school in a rural area about 3 hours from Dili. The school has been going for 10 years and we want to find out 
what kind of impact it’s having in the community. So starting later this month, together with IPTL colleagues, I’ll 
be doing a series of interviews with graduates, parents, current students as well as some listening sessions and 
chats with community leaders. Ultimately, the goal is to try to figure out if what the school is currently offering is 
adequate or if a “course correction” of some kind is needed. Education is great, but we want the school to be a 
force for social transformation in this village and – ideally – throughout the country. But we’ll see how it goes. I 
expect to wrap up this inquiry by the end of the year and I’ll be writing more about it along the way. 

Things with Clinic Immanuel continue to be in transition but steady nevertheless. Every week between 100 and 
200 patents come for consultation and staff continue to treat them with dignity and respect while serving with 
compassion and love. Uniting World of Australia, the clinic’s main funder, has long stated that it wants the clinic 
to move more toward grassroots health promotion / education rather than its current clinical model. Prevention 
should always be the goal of course, but it’s a bit of a rocky transition because for over 25 years the clinic has 
been functioning basically as a standard outpatient health post. So what exactly the clinic’s role in the 
community will be going forward is still a bit up-in-the-air. For now though, they continue to serve the public 
doing both clinical care and health education. 

Well, I hope that gives you a bit of a sense of how things are with the Liddle family over here in Timor-Leste. 
Summer is my favorite time of year in Minnesota so I am particularly missing the land of 10,000 lakes about 
now (wave of nostalgia pours over)…!  

Follow the Liddles on their blog at https://timorsite.wordpress.com. And check out the bulletin board at Peace 
Church in the old Narthex near the Prairie door—thanks to Cathy Ameel and Kay Stevens.  

Donations to support the Liddles mission in East Timor can be written out to Peace Church, with 
Liddles or East Timor in the memo.  

More info on Timor Leste from Tom Liddle: Timor-Leste, formerly called East Timor, is a fascinating and 
beautiful country in Southeast Asia. Geographically, it’s part of the Indonesian archipelago, about 400 miles 
north of Darwin, Australia. Politically, Timor-Leste has been an independent country since May 20, 2002. Before 
that, this small mountainous land was occupied by the Indonesian military for 25 years, though it was never part 
of Indonesia in a political sense.  Timor had a parliamentary election last week and that went well. I continue to 
be impressed by how seriously Timorese take their democracy. They have to travel to their hometowns to vote, 
which means voting is a multi-day affair for folks who live far away. Overall, the election was peaceful, with lots 
of participation and everyone seems to have accepted the predictable preliminary results.  
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Peace People  

Thank You! 
➢Many thanks to all who 
participated in the Sanctuary 
Fundraiser Dinner on August 
19.  Ibrahim Baz Khallouf 
oversaw a crew of more than 
40 volunteers who helped 

prepare a sumptuous sampling of Syrian food.   

We served more than 125 
people and raised about $3400.  
Funds will be used to assist 
Ibrahim with living expenses, 
immigration attorney fees, and 
our own Peace Church 
sanctuary ministry.   

Ibrahim is a graduate electrical 
engineering student at UMD.  He 
has completed his courses and 
is now working on his thesis.  He 
grew up in Aleppo, Syria, where his parents still live.  
Several members of Peace Church have gotten to 
know him—and the dinner expanded his circle of 
friends in our congregation.   

➢Thank you to the people that provided special music 
for worship and concerts during the month of August. 
Lucia Magney, Eli Bissonett, the tent band, Kim 
Anderson, Nathan Holst, Daniel Pospisil, Ron Deters, 
Melanie Sever, Susan Larson-Kidd, Cathy Ameel, 
Ted Schoen, Jane Rupel, and Patty Beech. 

➢From Jim Pospisil: “Thank you to the congregation 
for the cards and gifts for my 20 year anniversary! It 
has been an honor to be your Music Director for all of 
these blessed years.  A special thank you to the 
hundreds of musicians who I have made music with.  
I look forward to many more wonderful moments in 
the future.”    

➢“Pastor Kathy, Thank you so much for the beautiful 
blanket! It’s the one we use for tummy time and 
Isabelle loves looking at the animals on it. Thank you 
for the prayers and thoughtfulness of bringing lunch 
also! Warmly, the Blomstroms” 

➢From Elaine Augustad: “Thank you to my Peace 
Church family for all you did to make my 90

th
 birthday 

memorable. The cake, the flowers, the cards, the 
words of congratulation, and singing to me — I 
appreciated it all! 90 years — wow!” 

➢From Wayzata Community Church Middle School 
Ministry: “Peace UCC, Words cannot express how 
grateful we are for the love and welcome you showed 
us. Thank you so much for opening your doors to our 
HUGE group and being a home away from home.” 

➢“Pastor Kathy and Nettie, Thanks so much for 
assisting with Richard Stangle’s memorial service.  
I appreciate all that you do, and I know that Richard’s 
friends appreciated the opportunity to gather in his 
memory. 

Keep in Your Prayers 
➢Nathalia Hawley, Jerry Cleveland, Denise 
Hamsher, Terri Shannon, Dave Pearson, Dick 
Eschbach, Julie Deters, and others all being treated 
for cancer. 

➢Louise Hawley recovering from surgery for breast 
cancer. 

Sympathy 
➢To friends of Richard  Stangle whose memorial 
service was held at Peace Church on August 9

th
 with 

Pastor Kathy officiating.  Thanks to Nettie Bothwell 
for serving the cake and coffee following the service.   

➢To Aimee Vanstratten on the death of her mother.  

Congratulations 
➢To Caroline Sharp and Coby Wargin married on 
August 12 with Pastor Kathy officiating. 

➢To Gretel Lee and Kyle Walsh married on August 
19 with Pastor Kathy officiating. 

➢To Ingrid and Evelyn Henkel, daughters of Chris 
and Erica, baptized on August 13

th
 on the shores of 

Lake Superior. 

➢To Leland and Vivian Anderson, children of  
Lucas Anderson and Danielle Donovan, baptized  
on August 20. 

➢To Francesca Grace Pine, daughter of Rebecca de 
Souza and Adam Pine, baptized at Peace Church on 
August 27 by Rev. Charlotte Frantz. 

October Peace Bell Articles due September 18! 

Welcome to the 
World! 

Isabelle Blomstrom, daughter 
of Jacqueline and Eric, born 
on August 2. 

 

 

 

Owen William Lundberg, son 
of Kelly & Erik, born August 5. 

➢From LSS Bethany Crisis Shelter: “To Cathy Wood 
and members of Peace Church, Thank you very much 
for your donation of clothing to Bethany Crisis shelter. It 
was kind of you to think of the children who have been 
placed in our care. On behalf of the staff and the kids we 
serve, thank you again!” 

Isabelle 

Owen 
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CHUM / Community Notices 

CHUM Church—September 10 
This month we will be exploring the Old Testament 
story of Jonah and the Whale. CHUM Church is an 
inclusive faith community, welcoming all to worship 
God. We celebrate and acknowledge the goodness of 
God and all of creation and intentionally include 
people of all abilities. Join us for a pre-worship 
gathering at 4:00pm and worship at 4:30pm with a 
light supper following. Host congregations for 
September are Family of God Lutheran and Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd. For more information 
contact Sue Anderson, CHUM Church Coordinator, 
740-2498 or sanderson@chumduluth.org. 

NAMI Groups and Classes 
Family to Family Class: If you have a family member 
or friend living with a serious mental illness, consider 
attending the NAMI Family to Family class offered this 
fall. It is a free course taught by family members trained 
by the National Alliance on Mental Illness using an 
evidence-based curriculum. Families gain insight and 
information to empower and support themselves and 
their loved one.  

Time: 5-8pm on Sunday evenings, September 10 - 
November 19 

Place: Birch Tree Center, 4720 Birch Tree Rd, Duluth 

Cost: Free, but registration is required. 

Call: For information or to register, contact 
Melanie  218.213.4798 or Cindy  218.355.8928 

Parent Resource Groups: NAMI Minnesota (National 
Alliance on Mental Illness) provides parent resource 
groups to help parents discover resources to meet the 
challenges of raising a child with a mental illness, learn 
coping skills and develop problem-solving skills. The 
groups are facilitated by a parent who has a child with a 
mental illness and who has been trained to lead support 
groups. A parent resource group meets in Duluth on 
the third Tuesday of the month, from 6:00-7:30 p.m., 
at Essentia Health - Amberwing, 615 Pecan Ave., in 
boardroom. For information, contact Deb Semmelroth at 
debmraz2@gmail.com or 218-590-4199. 

Pink Scarves for Breast Cancer Awareness 

Please consider knitting one or more pink 
scarves. They will be joined with the already 
completed 400 foot scarf and displayed in the 
narthex in October for Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month. Instructions for knitting a scarf can be picked 
up in the church office, or contact Linda Goese at 
goese@chartermi.net 

Effectively Living and Working  
in a Diverse World 

Community Action Duluth and the Family Freedom 
Center are bringing Jodi Pharr to Duluth for a 
training on September 9th (8:30 - 4:30) at 
Community Action Duluth, 2424 W 5th St. This is part 
of their work to build " a community within Duluth, 
and to foster the development of professional 
relationships across race and class lines in order to 
collaborate, develop a common language, and an 
understanding that can be shared about the 
intersections of race, poverty, and class."  

CHUM is co-sponsoring the event, and has some 
scholarships (Call CHUM for more info, 720-6521). 
Call Community Action Duluth at 218-726-1665 x 232 
to register. 

United Campus Ministry News 

United Campus Ministry is in the middle of fall 
planning and getting excited for another year of 
ministry on the UMD campus.  They depend on the 
support of churches and individuals to keep this 
ministry thriving and bringing the gospel to the 
students! 

50 Cent & Book Sale, Bake Sale 
Once again United Campus Ministry and Hope 
Methodist are joining together for a day of fundraising 
and fun. The date has been set for the annual 50 
Cent, Book & Bake Sale – Saturday, September 23, 

9am-2pm at Hope United Methodist Church.   

As you do your summer cleaning, think of supporting 
United Campus Ministry by donating your items. This 
sale brings together the community and UMD 
students and raises much needed funds to continue 
the campus ministry in Duluth.   

If you have items that you cannot keep until 
September for the sale, please contact Cynthia at the 
Hope office for storage options.  Thank you in 
advance! Cynthia Coffin-Langdon, 218-260-3114 

October 2 — Free Medical Lecture  
“Help & Healing on the Spiritual Path”  

at Clyde Iron Works.  

U. Meyding, DDS & PHD from Germany, and Brigitte 
Schneider, licensed healing practitioner from 
Germany, will share the process for medically verified 
spiritual healing which has occurred internationally 
since 1992. Individuals have received healing from 
cancer, angina pectoris, rheumatism, osteoporosis, 
addictions and emotional diseases.   Bruno Groening 
shared a simple, natural way to help and heal which 
has been approved by physicians. With the growing 
practice of holistic medicine, the possibility for healing 
on the spiritual path is gaining increasing attention 
including professional circles.          

Bruno Groening said,  “God is the greatest 
physician.I  am simply a transformer.” He 
encouraged persons to see their doctors and health 
practitioners and worked closely with many over the 
years.  Information, call Joan 218-343-7807 (c) or 
Heidi 218-724-3400. 

mailto:sanderson@chumduluth.org
mailto:debmraz2@gmail.com
mailto:goese@chartermi.net
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 Nursery 
 3 Lisa Fitzpatrick, Patty Beech, Volunteer needed (back-up) 

10 Volunteer needed, Crystal Kaczmarczyk, Abbie & Everett Lundberg 
(back-up) 

17 Eric Holmstrom, Karen Sheldon, Crystal Sjelin (back-up) 

24 Bridget Reistad, Laura Greensmith, Brita Larsen (back-up) 

September Volunteer Schedules 

 Lay Readers 

 3 8:30: Marilyn Mayry 

 10:30: Tim Peters 

 10 8:30: Lynn Lanier 

 10:30: Jen Pearson 

17 8:30: Catherine Huber 

 10:30: Jill Pospisil 

24 8:30: Taizé 

 10:30: Kevin Jacobsen 

 Greeters—10:30 
 3 Phyllis Cook, need volunteers 

10 Dan Krause & Amber Snow, 
Laurie Anderson 

17 Ellyn Wiens, John & Lyn Pegg 

24 Carl, Catherine & Eva Huber 

Damiano Soup Kitchen 
September 10 

1:30pm: Nancy & Kim Carlson, 

Tara Hoban, Scott & Phyllis Mead 

4:20pm: Carla Larson & Ronda, 

Charla Buzbaum, Jean Thoennes, 

Mike Karstens 

Monday Meals at Dorothy 
Day House (1712 Jefferson) 

 4 Sandy Moore & Deb Stricker 

11 Justin & 

Jessica Olson 

18 Tara Hoban 

25 Bob & Kay 

Stevens 

October 2 Lisa 

Brown 

Coming up — October 

Coordinators 

   Sharon Crosby, 624-5582 

   Marian Jensen, 723-8156 

Jon Barry, 218-301-9452 

Sara K. Carlson, 591-4144 

Jerry Cleveland & Marge Ander-
son, 724-4391 

Robin Davidson, 310-4749 

Chris & Joy Dunham, 260-0920 

Jim & Vivian Gangl, 722-4905 

Erica & Chris Henkel, 349-4768 

Sarah Jessico, 341-9565 

Ingrid Nisswandt & Chris Larsen, 
724-6104 

Justin & Jessica Lilja Olson,  
724-5210 

Carrie Plamann & Rolf Hagberg, 
525-0321 

Jim & Jill Pospisil 724-8337 

Kenji & Stacy Sudoh, 728-1568 

Amy & Tavis Westbrook,  
728-2550 

Vicki Westrick, 590-9991 

Leslie & Mark White, 728-9545 

Lisa Williams, 218-780-5217 

Coffee Hour Teams 

September Schedule 

Coordinators 
Holly & Doug Bowen-Bailey, 
722-7166 

Laurie Anderson, 724-1294 

September 3: no coffee hour 

(Pride Breakfast) 

September 11-Holly 

9:30 Set-up/Serve: Cindy & Mark 

Poirier, Bob & Kay Stevens 

11:15 Serve/Clean up: Lynn Lanier, 

Kevin Skwira-Brown, Sunday 

School teachers 

September 17-Laurie 

9:30 Set-up/Serve: Hamshers, 

O’Connells 

11:15 Serve/Clean up: Swanoskis, 

Elsie Cook 

September 24: No coffee hour 

(Fall Chili/Soup dinner) 

 

Please bring 3 dozen cookies, 

bars, crackers or fruit  

on your day to help. 

Thank you! 

 

 10:30 Ushers    (Lead Usher in bold) 

 3 Warren Post, Cindy Macaulay, Diane & Mike Swanoski 

10 Warren Post, Rene Montgomery, John & Lyn Clark Pegg 

17 Warren Post, Julie MacKenzie, Robin Davidson, Marsha Hystead 

24 Warren Post, Matt Ryan, Craig & Jeanie Peterson 

17 Jon Barry, volunteer 
needed 

24 Taizé 

  8:30 Ushers  
 3 Tom Westrom, Stephanie Pearson 

10 Bob & Kay Stevens  

Acolytes  
September 

17   Isaac Ballmer and Jordan 
Wilcox 

24   Jasper and Jaz Farkas 

October 1   Forest Fena  
and Koren Sjelin 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/acolyte72_web.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/2009-09-01.htm&usg=__0KYVlvahqVkI18mB_wvAAPeSL3A=&h=300&w=327&sz=10&hl=EN&start=37&sig2=uGY
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Peace United Church of Christ 
1111 North 11th Avenue East 
Duluth, MN 55805 
 
(218) 724-3637 
www.peaceucc.org 
E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 
 

 

Non-profit  
Organization 
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PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF    
Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Ministries:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Kelli Farell 

Visitation:  Cheryl Walsh 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation: Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, and Rev. John Szarke 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY—9-3, PHONE:  218-724-3637 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Kathy:  knelson@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org    
 Jim: jim@peaceucc.org    Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org   Kelli: kelli@peaceucc.org 
    Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org    Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 
  

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events, please email the office. 

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


