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ANNUAL REPORTS 
 

Rev. Kathryn A. Nelson, Lead Pastor 

This past August marked my 25th year as your pastor.  It has been an honor to serve among you and with you.  
There have been so many poignant and sacred moments shared together.  I am grateful for all the ways you have 
invited me into your lives—in the day to day, but also those special life moments such as baptisms, weddings and 
memorial services.  Thank you so much for the quilt, coordinated by Denise Hamsher and created by so many of 
you and made up of so many beautiful pieces of fabric, a lot like life.  I love looking at the pattern and materials.   
There are even pieces from the hats Gail Blum made me when I was going through chemotherapy over 15 years 
ago.  Yes, I am so grateful for all the ways our lives have been sewn together.     

I am especially grateful for the staff I get to work with at Peace Church.  They are an amazing group of folks.  
Jim Pospisil has been leading worship through music for over 20 years.  This Summer he has created a special 
concert series with so many gifted musicians that he works with as a way of celebrating those 20 years.  Janell 
Kohls has been our office coordinator for over 16 years and she does so much ministry with the vast variety of folks 
who walk through our doors each day.  Nancy Nelson and Dan Shepard both have been on staff for over 10 years.  
Nancy is great at the detail work I often miss and is also very good with the constant changes that happen day to 
day.  Dan keeps our building clean and in great shape, also welcoming the many, many community groups that use 
our building.  Nadine Hubert and family have also been cooking our Wednesday meals for over 15 years; this is 
such an important way to gather each week, around a table of great food.  Cheryl Walsh has been helping as 
visitation pastor for many, many years and I am grateful for her gentle and caring ways.  Toni Kasell has done a 
great job as our bookkeeper and her positive attitude is infectious.  Nathan Holst has been an awesome addition as 
our faith formation pastor and leads small groups, bible studies and our youth so well.  Kelli Farell joined us this fall 
as our Children’s Minister, and so much happens when you have someone like her so tuned into kids.  Wendy 
Durrwachter has been wonderful as our accompanist and this year co-wrote our Christmas Cantata.  We are so 
blessed by all our staff.  I am grateful for each of them and the ministry we share.  We work so well together and 
help the members and friends to carry out our vision of Praising God, Living the Way of Jesus, and Building the 
Beloved Community.  

Praising God 

Worship continues to be the most important way we gather together each week.  The Spirit is powerfully present 
through the eclectic music and singing, prayers, laughter, tears and shared word.  We continued to have two 
worship options on Sunday morning.  Our early communion service is at 8:30.  This service has the same sermon 
and scriptures and always ends with breaking bread and sharing the cup of blessing.  The fourth Sunday of each 
month our early service is a Taizé service, which is a time of singing chants, the reading of scriptures, and times of 
silence.  Our second service at 10:30 continues to be one of wonderful energy and lots of kids.  Our sanctuary choir 
sings each Sunday and for our many special services such as Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Ash Wednesday, 
and Christmas Eve.  What a wonderful community our choir is!  

The music of our congregation is eclectic, expressive of the variety of people and ways we worship our God 
together. Jim is so good at inviting musicians in and working with them to enhance our worship.  Thanks to Jane 
Aas and others of the Peace Band for leading us the first Sunday of the month, and to Leon Rohrbaugh and others 
taking the third Sunday of each month.  Thanks also to Annette Strom and Susan Ranfranz for creating liturgical 
dances for several of our services this year.  

Not only our ears but our eyes too have been engaged in worship through art.  Steve Coll does a wonderful job 
coordinating our gallery space and the new gallery in the sanctuary.  Thanks to all the artists who shared their work.   

Worship and sermon preparation takes a large part of my time each week.  I am grateful for the work of our 
Worship and Arts Team which has moved to longer meetings to plan worship for 6–8 weeks ahead.  Together we 
have picked themes for each season and built the music, movement and liturgies around these themes.  We were 
also blessed to have Gudrun Witrak, Beth Bartlett, and Jane Rupel lead Prayers Around the Cradle and Prayers 
Around the Cross on Wednesday evenings in Advent and Lent.  These special services give us a time to pause and 
reflect in the midst of our work weeks, and it is a wonderful way to offer new forms of prayer to the confirmation and 
youth group.  

Each week I also meet on Thursday mornings with eight other local clergy for bible study.  Every other 
Wednesday I head to the Chum Drop In Center to make breakfast, and on Thursdays I go to the St. Louis County 
Jail to do Bible study with the women using Sunday’s texts.  Naomi Christiansen joins me at the jail and I am 
grateful for the ways she continues to reach out to the women after they are released. All these groups help me to 
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hear the good news in new ways.  I am grateful for the opportunities you give me to be active in our community.  
This sharing of the Gospel has been enriching for me and I hope for the people I have shared with and learned 
from.    

Living the Way of Jesus 

Each week another large portion of my time is preparing for and leading our two confirmation classes—we have 
33 high school youth involved between these two groups.  Our entire first year is spent studying the Gospel of Mark 
so that they might really know what it means to live the way of Jesus.  This year the confirmands also participated 
in an Urban Immersion Weekend with the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches March 10–12.  It was a great 
time of service learning and reflection.     

The second year class focuses on talking about what others believe about God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit and 
then they write/create what they believe.  This year several of the youth wrote poetry, created videos, or painted 
pictures, and one even composed a piano piece.  We had a final retreat at Leaning Tree Retreat Center to take 
time away to really reflect on the confirmation decision and affirm one another.  Abbie Amundsen chose to be 
baptized on the retreat.  It was a very special moment.     

This Summer 23 youth and 6 adults will be heading to Atlanta the week of July 22nd for our Summer work camp.  
We will be working with DOOR (Discovering Opportunities for Outreach and Reflection).  We are raising money for 
the bus through the rummage sale, Easter breakfast and the sale of reusable bags.  

The adults of our congregation also learned much through our adult formation offerings both on Sunday 
mornings and through the many small groups.  See the adult education report for greater detail.  

We also had Lectio Divina bible studies every Wednesday evening.  This is a great way to study and pray 
together each week at 6 pm.  I have taken over the leadership of the women’s monthly Brown Bag Bible Study.  
What a great group of wise women gather each month. And Nancy Carlson started a Podcast lunch that meets 
each month. This year we have been using Krista Tippet’s “On Being” podcasts for our reflections. 

We also played and learned together at a Men’s Retreat at Leaning Tree Retreat Center near Twig, a Women’s 
Retreat at Clearwater Forest Presbyterian Camp near Deerwood, and a Winter Camp at Wolf Ridge for all ages. 
Thanks to all who helped with these retreats.  These times away provide a necessary break from the hectic 
ordinary to hear our God in our lives and learn how to live in the way of Jesus.  We will continue these retreats each 
year.  

Building the Beloved Community of God 

I am so grateful for all the teams and committees that work so hard to truly build the beloved community. The 
Acting for Justice Hub meets each month to coordinate efforts of the various outreach efforts that our 
congregation’s members are engaged in.  We have our Dismantling Racism Team, our Open and Affirming Team, 
Global Ministries Team and our FEET Team.  It is incredible all the ways the people of God at Peace Church are 
working for justice here in our neighborhood and in the wider world.    

This year we also formed a Sanctuary Congregation Team.  We hosted an immigration training led by Grant 
Stevenson of Isaiah Minnesota in March and over 40 folks from 15 congregations attended.  The team has been 
meeting since to consider what it might mean for us to designate ourselves as a sanctuary congregation.  We are 
led in this work by scripture: “When a foreigner lives with you in your land, don’t take advantage of [them]. Treat the 
foreigner the same as a native. Love [them] like one of your own. Remember that you were once foreigners in 
Egypt. I am God, your God.” Leviticus 19:33-3 

Much of my work in building the beloved community is through pastoral care.  That care also happens through 
the grief group that Gudrun Witrak and Deb Cooper have each month and in all the ways you care for one another.   
This year’s Fall Harvest Festival was a benefit for Kate and Nat Hawley, to help with all the expenses incurred 
traveling to the cities for treatment for Nat’s cancer.  So many people were involved and we raised over $5,000 to 
help them.  Nat even showed up!  She is one courageous young woman.   

Each week a lot of my time is spent visiting folks – new members, people preparing for marriage, pre-baptismal 
meetings, and of course with those who are ill or grieving.  I am grateful for all who are a part of our funeral/ 
memorial service team led by Nettie Bothwell that helps with the luncheons following services.  It is such an 
important ministry to families in times of loss.    

This past July we celebrated the life of long time member Peggy Maske.  She and her husband George were 
such an important part of this place—for many years they printed our monthly newsletter in George’s shop and until 
just a few years ago, Peggy was one of our monthly Peace Bell folders.  The Maskes have been incredibly 
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generous to our congregation and left a bequest that the congregation divided between our Building Fund and our 
Jubilee Fund (funding for justice work in our community and beyond by members).  This is so helpful as we move 
forward in our work and care for our building.  

We continue to reach out to the many people who come through our doors in need of prayer, food, bus tickets, 
clothing and more. The Gabriel Project in coordination with Chum is one way we can meet some of these needs. 
We have also helped at Chum every other Wednesday by preparing breakfast for the guests at the Drop In Center, 
and dinner one Thursday a month.  Chum continues to be one of the areas we generously financially support also.  

Our doors are also open to so many community groups.  Janell Kohls and Nancy Nelson are kept busy each 
week working with all the different groups using our building. Some of the groups who use our building include Girl 
Scout and Cub Scout troops, music lessons, SA, AA, GA, NA, Al-Anon, Alzheimer’s Support Group, NAMI, Yoga 
classes and many one-time events.  

I want to close by thanking you, the members and friends of Peace Church.  So many folks give so much of their 
time and energy to this place and people.  It is amazing to consider what we can do together with our God.  Special 
thanks to our Coordinating Council who meet monthly to oversee the work of our congregation.  My appreciation to 
Julie Flotten our moderator, whose wisdom and humor guided us so well, Kirby Wood, our dedicated treasurer, 
Cathy Ameel our wonderful secretary, and all those who serve Peace Church in so many ways.  I am so grateful to 
be in ministry with each of you.  Again, thank you for all you do and are.  

Peace friends,  
Kathryn Nelson, Lead Pastor 

 

Nathan Holst, Minister for Faith Formation 

“The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”  
~ Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC 

I am using this quote again this year as a starting place because it embodies what I hope for in doing faith 
formation work in our congregation.  When I work with youth, I try to spend time getting to know them well enough 
to encourage them in whatever they feel pulled toward, to give them opportunities to try on leadership roles 
wherever possible.  But I also have been looking for similar opportunities this last year with adults, listening for 
anyone with an idea of what they hunger for and how I can support them in living into their calling.  This is what I 
hope is primary in my work here at Peace.   

Faith Formation Role 

This year was an adventure in learning new roles here at Peace.  After my first year as the Children and Youth 
Minister, I shifted to my role as Faith Formation Minister, taking on many of the roles that Jackie Falk had done 
before she retired and then adding some more.  I joined many of the teams and committees that meet at Peace, 
including the Shared Ministry Team, Dismantling Racism Team, and Worship and Arts Team.  This has helped me 
get a better sense of how each team works and how I might help connect each team to the others.  Over the year, 
Pastor Kathy has invited me to step into more leadership roles during worship, such as preparing the pastoral 
prayer, giving communion, and occasional preaching.  I have appreciated that role and look forward to continuing to 
provide leadership in whatever way is needed.  As a way to deepen my leadership capacity, I am currently 
gathering documents to apply for licensure through the MN UCC Conference, at Pastor Kathy’s suggestion, and I 
hope to complete that process in the next few months.   

In many ways, this has also been a year of gathering resources and finding places in our congregation where they 
seem to fit.  In September of 2016, I went to a week-long Certification School, put on through Vibrant Faith.  This 
not only connected me with other faith formation leaders who have been a support to me, but also got me 
connected to countless resources and articles on faith formation that have helped shape how I approach my 
ministry this year.  We have continued to meet (virtually) on a monthly basis, and I have been developing a ministry 
plan for faith formation over the last number of months.  One of my primary goals coming out of this training and 
consequent ministry plan has been to create a Faith Formation Team who will hold the big picture thinking around 
faith formation in our congregation, being conversation partners to assess what we currently offer here at Peace, 
what we hope to offer in the future, and how it fits into the bigger cultural story.   
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Youth Group 

This year, I led our youth group with the help of Sarah Holst, Jon Barry, and more recently Warren Post.  These are 
pretty incredible, dedicated adult leaders who I hope will continue to show up and build relationships with our youth.  
It was a great year overall, with consistently about 20-30 kids coming in the Fall, and 10-20 kids in the Spring.   

One highlight for me was the Peer Ministry program that we offered mid-year.  After learning more about the 
program, I organized a training in November that included members at Pilgrim and First Lutheran.  We had 5 youth 
leaders and 3 adult leaders participate, who then went on to lead our whole youth group through the curriculum this 
winter.  The power of this program is in its premise that youth can be leaders in learning to support one another.  It 
focuses on the good Samaritan story, and does a great job of incorporating fun, bible stories, and experiential 
learning.  But most of all, it gives places to invite youth to lead, which was my main goal this year.  I attribute the 
change in culture largely to Peer Ministry.  At the end of this year, the youth are now leading our opening check ins, 
as well as our prayer time together.  It’s pretty amazing to witness, and I look forward to seeing those seeds grow in 
the coming years.  We already talked with the youth leadership team about offering Peer Ministry in the Fall, which I 
think is a great way to build a culture of inclusion right away, and the adults are on board with helping make it 
happen.   

Pastor Kathy and I, along with 2 other adults, took around 15 middle-schoolers to Fenske Lake State Park to camp 
for two days/nights in August. It was a decent sized group, and they absolutely loved the days there.  We fished, 
canoed, played games, and held devotions around the camp fire.  Being on this kind of trip always reminds me that 
those experiences are the bedrock of forming relationships that carry through the year. I will be leading the trip this 
year, which will be August 20- August 22. 

We have had 2 lock-in’s this year (and a third planned for June), and the youth are always excited to come together 
to have fun and build relationship.  I feel our group deepening, and I am excited to see how another year will affect 
the relationships the kids have together.   

This year, we had parents of our youth provide snacks, which worked pretty well.  This gave parents an opportunity 
to come be a part of the end of youth group, seeing the youth in action with gaga ball.  My hope is to continue to 
involve parents occasionally, always trying to respect their time, but knowing that they’re the primary faith formers 
in their kids’ lives.  I am looking to send more resources home in the form of letters to engage parents more in the 
faith lives of their youth.   

Finally, one exciting opportunity that is on the horizon is bringing back the OWL program (Our Whole Lives—a 
program focused around faith and sexuality) for our 8th graders.  Amanda Hunter and I are going to a training this 
month so that we can facilitate this coming Fall.  We are planning to partner with the Unitarian Universalist 
congregation to offer the program with two other facilitators, which should help mitigate burn out of teachers (and 
help me not take on too much).  My hope, if it seems like it works well for our youth and parents, is to train in a few 
more facilitators next year from Peace and offer the program each year to our youth.   

High School Youth 

Last summer, we held the Ecofaith Youth Camp for our high school youth.  It was a great partnership between 
Peace Church and local Lutheran Churches, and was a week-long day-camp for high schoolers, which focused on 
the intersections of environmental, racial, and economic justice, all in a faith context.  We had two youth from 
Peace (and one Lutheran youth from Hinckley) a part of the leadership team, which met once a month to do all the 
logistics and curriculum planning.  We had a total of 6 youth from Peace attend and many of the youth still talk 
about how important that experience was for them.   

Later in the summer we took a trip to the Porcupine Mountains, which was a wonderful time to connect and have 
some great fun together.  We had 8 youth and 2 adults, and together we camped, hiked, played capture the flag 
and swam in the lake.  I would say that it was the greatest success so far in terms of relationship building, and by 
the end of the trip, we had a campfire that included some deep and open sharing with each other.  Many of the 
youth are still asking to do another trip like it, and I am looking for opportunities this summer or next to make 
something like it happen again.   

I also helped Pastor Kathy with confirmation this year, sometimes arriving a little late after youth group finished at 
7:30pm.  This was a great way for me to get to know the youth better, and many of the 9th graders I had known 
from youth group the year before.  Though this can be a bit full trying to transition from an oftentimes high energy 
youth group to confirmation upstairs, I think we’ll try this again next year.  Because I had deeper relationships 
through confirmation, the youth were more open and comfortable on trips like Urban Immersion in March and the 
confirmation retreat in early May.   Pastor Kathy and I have talked about how we have a really close group of high 
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school youth in confirmation currently, and I will look for ways to keep them connected through occasional 
gatherings this year.   

On a last note, though I have a lot of ideas and hopes for our youth program here at Peace, on the top of my list in 
the next year or two is trying to get a mentor program going.  I have heard some folks talk about various ways we 
have done that here in the past, and I see the importance of connecting our youth up with caring adults who can 
offer meaningful relationships.  In my experience, this is not the kind of thing to start without investment and 
planning, but I hope to start having conversations with adults to get a sense of interest and investment, which will 
hopefully turn into something concrete in the next couple years.   

Events 

This last year we added a couple’s retreat in January.  Veronica Gaidelis-Langer started a conversation with me the 
year before at Winter Camp (that’s where those kinds of connections are made!) about how she would really like to 
do something at Peace for couples.  After many more conversations and planning, we held a 2-hour retreat at 
Peace, with about 10 couples attending.  We had a lot of great feedback about it, and almost everyone asked us to 
do it again and make it longer next time.  We met recently and plan to hold a half-day couples event sometime late 
fall. 

We also had another great Winter Camp experience this year.  About 50 people attended, with many, many young 
kids along this time.  It was an awesome experience with all the usual ropes course, chickadee landing, and X-C 
skiing activities for families to participate in.  Jackie brought along many families from Pilgrim Church, and we hope 
to offer something similar again next year.    

Other 

I continued with my role on the MN UCC faith formation team (there are about 7 of us from different parts of MN), 
which has continued to be a great help to me in thinking about faith formation in our congregation.  I was invited to 
be a part of the hiring team for the current MN conference Children and Youth Faith Formation role, and spent 
much of my later summer/early fall engaged in that process, which deepened my relationship with our conference 
minister and a few other faith formation ministers.  This coming year, the conference faith formation team is 
planning to participate in a conference in the Twin Cities (which I hope will give me additional relationships and 
resources), as well as a training through the Center for Courage and Renewal.  Though this role on the team does 
take some time, it has proved to be an incredibly helpful resource for me in terms of my own leadership 
development, and I look forward to the opportunities it will bring this year.   

I finish my report by once again simply giving thanks for the opportunity to serve in the role of Faith Formation 
Minister.  I continue to love my work in this community, and the joys and struggles that it brings.  I look forward to 
another great year together.  May Spirit guide our journey together, and may the new life that is eager to burst forth 
find expression in our minds and hearts.   

Nathan 

Faith Formation Minister 

 

Kelli Farell, Children’s Minister 

Children 

Childcare: Sunday morning childcare has gone smoothly through a rotation of three staff, Jen McCauley, Meghan 
Paul, and Abbie Amundsen; Lencie Westrick joined the staff as the back-up in times of scheduling complications.  
They do an amazing job with the kids and are often the face of Peace Church for our youngest parishioners!   

On Wednesday evenings, childcare is provided for an hour and a half by Meghan Paul.  We offer special 
activities—board games and Legos—on those evenings to liven things up a bit because we have kids through 
second grade using nursery services.   

Jen McCauley will be leaving the nursery staff at the end of May because she is graduating from college and 
moving on.  Abbie Amundsen will be taking a break for the summer as well.  In order to accommodate these 
changes, Lencie Westrick will be added to the regular schedule and Allison Larson has been hired to begin in June. 

Lastly, I have made several changes to the nursery over the past year, including replacing the tables, and adding 
carpet and cushions.  Many new toys and puzzles have been donated, as well as a sofa for the baby nursery.  
There are also two tiny chairs next to the Children’s Library to encourage exploring the library! 
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Sunday School 

Curriculum: We have continued using the Spark! Online Curriculum that is offered through Augsburg Fortress in 
Minneapolis. This curriculum allows teachers to access information from home rather than having to trade the 
binder with their co-teacher, so it eliminates having to come to church to get their curriculum. It also gives various 
ways of handling the lesson through different spelling games, crafts, prayers, and Bible study.  

While pieces of it are easy to use, teachers don’t always feel comfortable with it and we often have multiple learner 
leaflets unused at the end of each season.  The Children’s Ministry Team has opted to move to a new curriculum 
for next year, The Joyful Path, and to supplement that with a larger selection of children’s books as a means of 
enhancing the lessons.   

One of the most exciting pieces of the new curriculum is that it engages teachers in a guided reflection of the theme 
before introducing the options for teaching it.  In a sample lesson taught this March, teacher enthusiasm grew for 
the curriculum in large part due to this piece.  Additionally, the new curriculum provides a multitude of options for 
exploring the theme in ways that are easy to tweak for varying ages. 

Openings: Each Sunday, we gather with a 15-20-minute large-group opening in the sanctuary. Preschoolers 
through 5th graders gather to sing, celebrate birthdays, collect an offering, and hear the story for that Sunday 
through the persona of “Kelly Green,” one of the unnamed disciples of Jesus.  I rotate the story in a variety of ways, 
telling the story from the Spark Bible, acting out a story with kid volunteers, reading a book that shares the story in 
a new way, or engaging in an activity which demonstrates the ideas or concepts.  I have planned most openings, 
and Nathan Holst has helped with the singing and occasional bits of acting.  During my medical leave, Holly 
Bowen-Bailey and Julie Flotten led the opening. Songs and stories are amazing ways for kids to engage in learning 
the ways Jesus has encouraged us to live.  By sharing the theme as a large group, Sunday School teachers are 
free to move directly into discussion and activities.  Additionally, our offering for 2016-2017 has continued to go to 
Clifford Lee Flores, a boy we support in the Philippines. 

Teachers: We again had “teacher teams” to help lighten the workload. Each class had from two to seven teachers 
who rotated so each teacher team was responsible for certain Sundays. I filled in a few times to teach and a 
substitute taught once this year. We had three teacher meetings to check in and plan Sunday School events.   

Additionally, we held one parent meeting to gather feedback on how Sunday School was going from parents’ 
perspectives. 

Bringing The Bible To Life (or Kids’ Club, as we casually call it): I developed a program for third through fifth 
graders on Wednesday evenings where kids could create their own movie.  We had a steady turn-out of nine kids 
who actively participated in writing a script of Jesus telling the story of the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin.  Kids 
explored the challenges of working together to write and edit the script, design the set and props, cast the parts, 
and select the costumes. Due to my medical leave, we are a few steps away from a finished movie, so the kids 
requested to meet an addition couple of times to finish their movie.  They plan to share it with the congregation near 
the end of June. 

Additionally, the kids had a strong passion for reading, so we began weaving in a book club on the fourth 
Wednesdays.  The book club component has been an amazing way for the kids to talk about the world and the 
obstacles they face. 

Throughout the year, kids wrote their prayers on scraps of paper and put them in our God Box.  They are hoping to 
burn the pray papers and “send” them to God at the close of the spring. 

Christmas Pageant: This year’s pageant was called If We Do It, It Will Work, the story of two archangels and their 
interactions with God to nudge the key people toward the manger birth.  I modified and added to a published script 
to accommodate the kids of Peace.  Kids with speaking parts practiced at Sunday School for the month before the 
pageant, and all the kids practiced the pageant the day before performing it. The kids did a marvelous job, and 
Doug Bowen-Bailey posted the pageant to YouTube. People seemed to enjoy the pageant, and I had an incredible 
time preparing it!  Following the pageant, we had a Birthday Cake for Jesus at Coffee Hour. 

VBS: Last June, Peace Church once again partnered with Pilgrim Congregational Church. We had about 50 kids, 
10 adults, and 10 youth all learning and playing together in a well-organized environment. We used “Water All 
Around the World”, which told stories of kids in 5 different countries around the world, sharing their relationship with 
water and water justice.  Each story was paired with a bible study focused on water, and we had our usual crafts, 
snacks, and games as well.   



10 

Nathan created some original music that went along with the theme, pairing with our other usual songs.  Karen 
Sheldon did a great job helping lead the planning with Nathan for the program.  The week ended with a fun trip up 
to Chester creek and all the kids got to dump water on Nathan’s head (which was very fun for the kids).  We also 
held a youth leadership celebration with pizza right at the finish of VBS, with an evaluation about how the week 
went for them.   

This June, we will again partner with Pilgrim to hold VBS from June 12th-16th.  The theme this year is Wizards and 
Wonders: A Hero’s Journey with Harry Potter. 

Other: We have had many additional activities as well. These events served dual purposes: getting families to 
spend time together, and teaching about a particular holiday/religious theme. The Children’s Ministry Team worked 
so hard this year and planned and facilitated these events to recognize and educate during specific church 
seasons. The more social events included: Rally Sunday (this year we had the kids go to their classes while 
adults/parents remained in the Fellowship Hall and registered their kids for Sunday School), the UNICEF Carnival, 
the Christmas Pageant, the Advent Workshop, the Easter Egg Hunt, and the coming end of the year Sunday 
School Celebration.   

In addition, we partnered with Northern Expressions Arts Collective to hold a St. Patrick’s Day Scavenger Hunt for 
kids this spring.  Thirteen kids came on a Saturday morning to hunt for clues throughout the church and play 
together.  I also tried out a pajama movie night during Winter Break as an opportunity for kids to connect and build 
relationships here at Peace.  Eight kiddos and a few parents came to share popcorn, pizza and a movie.   

We continued offering opportunities for all ages to connect with each other and support each other. We celebrated 
life landmarks by giving Bibles to Kindergartners and 3rd graders, and we will rejoice with graduating seniors on 
Celebration Sunday.  Each activity or event proved the idea that when people gather, a great power and energy 
and strength of faith is created.  

It has been an amazing experience working as the Children’s Ministry Coordinator the past nine months, and I am 
so grateful for this opportunity.  I am excited to see what the next year holds! 

Kelli Farell, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

 

Jim Pospisil, Music Director 

2016/2017 has been an incredibly enjoyable time to be Music Director of Peace UCC.  Some of the highlights 

include the commission of our Christmas cantata by Wendy Durrwachter and Brad Bombardier.  This was a 

challenging multi-movement work involving choir and a large orchestra.  The Peace band has been providing 

special music for the first Sunday of the month at our 10:30 service, led by Jane Aas.  The “3rd Sunday Band”, led 

by Leon Rohrbaugh, has also been a consistent feature of our music at Peace, playing funky renditions of tunes 

with a full horn section.  The choir has sung every Sunday, including special services, throughout the year, 

providing meaningful worship music. The list of special musicians for Peace has grown to over 100 people that play 

throughout the year, catering to a variety of tastes in the congregation.  The Taizé service has been on the fourth 

Sunday of the month at 8:30, with its beautiful, meditative music.  The beauty of the music program at Peace is its 

diversity and quality.  I look forward to many more years of this exciting community. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Jim Pospisil, Music Director 

 

Coordinating Council 
Julie Flotten, Moderator 

Here are highlights of some of the activities your Coordinating Council dealt with during the 2016-2017 reporting 
period:  Thanks to your generous giving, we were able to adopt a budget for calendar year 2017 that met all of our 
programming and staffing needs. We also added line items to support the mission of our partners, the Liddles in 
East Timor; approved expansion of two funds: building and Jubilee to ensure financial support for the building that 
provides space for so many and to organizations and projects in need; welcomed Kelli Farell to staff as Children’s 
Ministry Coordinator; approved committees to explore the multi-layer issues surrounding Standing Rock and to 
allow the congregation to engage in a year-long study; approved a team to explore the idea of “sanctuary” and how 
our church community can support people who feel threatened with deportation; and dealt with numerous major 
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and minor church related activities, church policy, human resource, spending and other issues at each Council 
meeting.   

A thank you to our Past Moderator and my Council mentor, Mike Schrage, and to CE Committee Chair Holly 
Bowen Bailey, and At Large Member Shannon Studden who are leaving Council at the end of this term. Thank you 
also to all of our Council members for the time and insights they have provided at Council meetings.  A special 
thank you to our many team and committee members and our awesome Church staff who together work hard to 
meet our physical and spiritual needs.  It’s a talented and dedicated bunch. This church has an amazing energy 
and ability to continue to live out its mission—my role this year has been primarily to keep meetings going on time 
and to not get in the way.  It has been my great pleasure and honor to have served you as Moderator this past 
year. 

Submitted by Julie Flotten 
Moderator, Coordinating Council 

 

Coordinating Council 
Finance Committee 

The Finance Committee, composed of Marsha Hystead (vice-moderator of Coordinating Council), Kirby Wood 
(church treasurer), Dick Goese, Betty Greene, Leon Rohrbaugh, John Ameel and Mike Schrage, meets monthly 
with our bookkeeper, Toni Kasell. Our primary job is to review the monthly financial statements and to pass any 
recommendations, concerns or questions along to Council. We also discuss and make recommendations 
concerning any other matter related to the financial status and policies of our church. For calendar year 2017, our 
church’s annual budget is $491,563.07. We are blessed with very strong finances.  

This past June 1, we ended our most recent capital campaign. Remarkably, we received income in excess of the 
original pledges. This is due in part to additional pledges made after the beginning of the campaign. Any income 
received after the end of the campaign has been moved to the Building Fund account.  

We also received a generous gift from the estate of Peggy and George Maske, lifelong members of Peace. The 
Council decided that these funds be distributed evenly between the Building Fund and the Jubilee Fund. 

Submitted by Marsha Hystead  
Finance Committee Chair 

 

Coordinating Council 
Human Resources Committee 

Members of your Human Resources Committee this year were Kathy Bray, Leanne Ventrella, Denise Hamsher, 
Shannon Studden, Jerry Cleveland, and Julie Flotten (chair) 

How blessed we are at this church to have committed and talented staff! We celebrated the longevity of our staff 
this year—can you believe this was Pastor Kathy’s 25th anniversary?! A lovely ceremony during worship honored 
all of our staff who minister in many ways. The newest member of this dedicated crew is Kelli Farell, our Children’s 
Ministry Coordinator. She has taken this high energy work and jumped in with both feet and joined the staff 
seamlessly.  The staff steadily continue their work, from the pulpit, the jail, with the kids, on the men’s and women’s 
retreats, from the kitchen, from the office, from the piano—we are truly blessed to have a dedicated and intentional 
staff at Peace UCC. The Human Resources Committee works hard to support our staff and regularly evaluate the 
effectiveness of our staffing model in light of the ever-changing needs of the church. We strive to maintain an open 
dialogue with our personnel, recognizing we could not do what we do as a church without them. Gratitude all 
around! 

Respectfully submitted, 
Julie Flotten, Council Moderator and HR Committee Chair 
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Coordinating Council 
Jubilee Fund 

The Jubilee Fund was created in 2009, funded by a tithe from the Haller bequest. Its intentions are to ‘build the 
beloved community’, as it gives our congregation a concrete way to make connections with the wider community. 
This year, the Jubilee Fund has: 

Supported the visit of Dr. Mahmoud El-Kati to the Twin Ports in November 2016. He spoke at East and Denfeld 
High Schools, UWS, the CHUM Delegate Assembly, and Community Action Duluth. We hosted a reception for him 
in the Fireside room. The topic he discussed in all of the areas was “The Myth of Race; The Reality of Racism.” Our 
funding of this allowed us to partner with other community organizations. The event was coordinated by Henry 
Banks. The amount of support from the Jubilee Fund was $3500. 

Supported the ministry of Tom & Monica Liddle in East Timor. With a grant of $5000, the Jubilee Fund helped to 
support the operating expenses that Tom and Monica need to raise to do their ministry. This was paired with 
pledges from many members of our congregation to help meet the need for Monica’s work with health care and 
Tom’s work with churches. We are grateful for their connection to our congregation and the work they are doing.  

As of last year’s report, the fund had dipped down to $9,000. However, the Coordinating Council and congregation 
has seen this as being a valuable part of our congregational life. So more money has been dedicated, both from 
individual pledges and a bequest from the estate of Peggy and George Maske. As a result, we now have 
approximately $66,000 in the fund. It’s about living with a sense of abundance. 

You are invited to get involved with an activity supported by the fund, or come up with an idea that you can bring 
forward as a way for us to continue to build the beloved community. And there will be continuing opportunities for 
you to donate to this fund. 

For more information on the Jubilee Fund and the application process, please visit:  
http://www.peaceucc.org/acting-for-justice-hub/jubilee-fund/ 

Submitted by Doug Bowen-Bailey 

 

Christian Education 
Children’s Ministry Team 

Children’s Ministry Team 

Diane Swanoski, Jenn Moses, Karen Sheldon, Holly Bowen-Bailey, Jessica Olson, Elise Courtright, and Carla 
Larson have participated in the Children’s Ministry Team of CE.  Kelli Farell has been our Children’s Ministry 
Coordinator, and Nathan Holst, our Faith Formation Minister, is her direct supervisor.  Both have attended the 
majority of our meetings this year.  

Sunday School 

We completed a final year using the Spark! Online Curriculum for Sunday School, published by Augsburg Press. 
We spent a great deal of time over the course of the program year looking at alternative curriculum options that fit 
our church’s theology and teacher and student needs.  We will be purchasing a curriculum called “Joyful Path” for 
the next year.  Unlike the Spark! Materials, this adoption will be a one-time purchase. (We had to purchase special 
leaflets quarterly with Spark!) We hope to build our children’s library to supplement many of the lessons with 
contemporary and relevant picture books.  

Wednesday Night Programming 

Kelli worked on Wednesday nights to provide programming for kids in 3rd through 5th grades called Bringing 
The Bible to Life, or Kids’ Club for short.  Kids created a movie highlighting one Bible story, and they will be sharing 
that with the congregation this summer.  Nine kids attended regularly and other kids joined in occasionally.  
Beginning in the early part of 2017, Kelli added in a book club one Wednesday a month for the kids as well.   

Annual CM Events 

Seasonal activities, including the UNICEF carnival near Halloween, a family activity time for the Advent 
Workshop held Thanksgiving weekend, and the Easter Egg Hunt were generally well-received. We hope to 
continue to recruit family members to take part in some of these activities together throughout the year.  

http://www.peaceucc.org/acting-for-justice-hub/jubilee-fund/
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Last summer’s Vacation Bible School was called Water All Around the World, and we had 40 kids participating 
in VBS last summer. The Christmas Pageant was called If We Do It, It Will Work, a pre-written pageant adapted by 
Kelli Farell to accommodate our kids.  Approximately 60 kids participated in the pageant.  

Nursery 

Our childcare on Sunday mornings during both services and Wednesday evenings has been a success. We 
have great nursery staff, Meghan Paul, Jen McCauley, and Abbie Amundsen, who have been working with us all 
year and are fantastic.  All three rotate on Sunday mornings. This winter we also hired Lencie Westrick as back-up 
staff for days when other staff are unable to work. Jen will be leaving on May 21 because she is moving to the Twin 
Cities, and Abbie will be taking the summer off.  Meghan plans to stay, and Lencie will become regularly scheduled.  
Allison Larson will be joining the nursery staff rotation this June. On Wednesday evenings, childcare is available 
from 6-7:30 p.m. for kids 2nd grade and under where special “Wednesday night only” activities are available: board 
games and more recently, Legos.  Generally a few kids attend, with the exception of Wednesdays with Inquirer’s 
Classes where we often see increased numbers in the nursery. 

Youth Programming 

This last year, youth group met weekly, and there are anywhere from 10-25 middle school students 
participating, depending on the time of year.  Nathan, our Faith Formation Minister, plans the activities and involves 
parent volunteers weekly to assist with snacks.  There were a number of lock in’s and events, and over the summer 
there will be one event each month to keep the youth connected.  In the Fall, there will once again be a peer 
ministry program, as well as an OWL (our whole lives) program offered for 8th graders.   

Numbers 

According to our database, there are 304 “children” in the church between 0 and 18 years old, breaking down as 
follows:  

0-3 years old: 30  

4 years old through 5th grade: 127  

Youth Group (6th-8th): 76  

Confirmation (9th-10th): 42  

Senior High (11th-12th): 29  

Submitted by Holly Bowen-Bailey, Council Rep for Christian Education  

 

Christian Education 
Adult Education Team 

The Adult Education Team plans the Sunday morning forums that happen each week and coordinates a wide 
variety of other learning events. 

This year’s Sunday forums were: 

Sunday, September 11 – Leah Yellowbird spoke about the Tree of Life painting she created  

Series on Housing  

Sunday, September 18th – Bridget Reistad, board chair of Center City Housing  

Sunday, September 25th – Cathy Bergh from LSS Youth Services  

Sunday, October 2 – Maude Dornfeld, Executive Director of Life House  

Sunday, October 9 – Renee Van Nett, member of the Civilian Review Board to talk about the mission and work 
of the CRB 

Sunday, October 16 – Henry Banks to talk about Mahmoud El-Kati’s book, The Myth of Race/Reality of Racism.  

Dementia Friendly Congregation Series  

Sunday, October 30 – Gary Solomonson and Cheryl Walsh speaking on the importance of being a dementia 
friendly congregation. 
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Sunday, November 6 – Speaker from the Alzheimer’s Association 

Sunday, November 13 – Mimi Larson from Dementia Friendly Communities Duluth  

Sunday, November 20 – Dr. Mary Lou Donovan, “Caring for a Person with Memory Loss”   

Sunday, November 27 – Advent Workshop 

Peace Church Author Series  

Sunday, December 4 – Susan Larson Kidd 

Sunday, December 11 – Deb Cooper and Anne Simpson 

Sunday, December 18 – Sam Cook and Gary Boelhower  

Sunday, January 8 – Tom Isbell 

Sunday January 15– Rebecca de Souza 

Sunday, January 22 – Beth Bartlett and Pamela Mittlefehldt 

Sunday, January 29 – Lucie Amundsen  

Immigration Series  

Sunday, February 5 – Dr. Susana Pelayo Woodward from UMD 

Sunday, February 12 – Minnesota Conference of the UCC Immigration Task Force 

Sunday, February 19 – Dr. Connie Gunderson from the College of St. Scholastica and her colleagues in 
Germany currently working with Syrian refugees 

Sunday, February 26 – Ibrahim, UMD Student from Alleppo, Syria 

Sunday, March 5, 12, 19, 26, and April 2 and 9 – Mercy and Manna Bible Study led by Nathan Holst  

Blessed Unrest Series  

April 23 – Conversation about blood memory and historical trauma for Native American peoples  

April 30 – Shared Ministry Fair  

May 7 – Discussion on the Doctrine of Discovery using UCC materials with Christina Wood facilitating 

May 14 – Lyz Jaakola from Fond du Lac Community College spoke about the Water Walkers and Grandmother 
Josephine 

May 21 – Doug Bowen-Bailey and Denise Hamsher facilitated a discussion about energy  

Other Activities included:   

On Becoming a Dementia Friendly Church Workshop, coordinated by Cindy McLean, the first Saturday in 
December.  It was a great learning experience featuring speakers from the congregation who work with people 
living with dementia using music therapy, physical therapy, and recreational therapy.  Staff from the Alzheimer’s 
Association of Duluth were also present. 

Lenox Women’s Spiritual Life Group – Third Mondays. Meets at noon at Lenox Place Apartment 710 (701 W. 
Superior St.) for lunch and fellowship. All women are welcome.  Facilitated by Cheryl Walsh, our visitation 
pastor. 

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group – Fourth Wednesdays at 12 noon in the Fireside Room. Pastor Kathy 
facilitates this time to share lunch, conversation and devotions.  

On Being Podcast and Lunch – Third Tuesday of each month at noon in the Conference Room. Great 
speakers to listen to and good conversation afterward.  Facilitated by Nancy Carlson, who also brings a 
delicious lunch. 

Peace Grief Support Group – Facilitators: Chaplain Deborah Cooper and Chaplain Gudrun Witrak. Our 
support group for individuals dealing with the death of a loved one or other life changing losses meets at noon, 
on the second Sunday of each month in the Chapel.  
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Soma Yoga Class – Mondays, 9:00-10:15am. It is safe and gentle and involves a combination of chair, 
standing, and mat poses. This class, which is suited for all levels of ability, is taught by Robin Davidson of our 
congregation,  

Centering Prayer in Chapel, Wednesdays at 5pm. Centering Prayer is a method of silent, contemplative prayer, 
in which we experience God's presence within us, closer than breathing, closer than thinking, closer than 
consciousness itself.  

Wednesday Evening Bible Study, 6 pm in the Fireside Room. A reading of the Gospel lesson for the coming 
Sunday using the Lectio Divina method. Lectio Divina is listening for the still, small voice of God that speaks to 
us.  We read the passage three times to hear what it is touching in each of our lives.  

PALS – Peace Adults Learning and Socializing. This group meets monthly on the fourth Thursday for times 
of learning, socializing and serving the community.  Thanks to so many who make this possible and to the 
Goese's for coordinating. 

Special thanks to Marilyn Mayry and Cindy McLean for creating the Pathways to Peace booklet for us 
again last fall, which highlighted our adult education opportunities in a beautiful format. 

Retreats 

Men’s Retreat – February 24–26 at Turning Point Retreat Center 

Winter Camp – February 10–12 for all ages at Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center 

Women’s Retreat – April 28–29 at Clearwater Forest Presbyterian Camp near Deerwood 

Submitted by Pastor Kathy Nelson, Adult Ed Team 

 

Christian Education 
Library Team 

Members and Workers: Sharon Crosby, Janell Kohls, Marlis Cran, Lynn Lanier, Denise Perry, Lynn Watson, 
Barbara Nelson 

Our Mission Statement begins with the Peace Church Vision Statement and continues as follows: “The purpose of 
the church library is to support the ministry of the congregation in accordance with the above vision statement. We 
seek to provide print and non-print material for all ages, which strengthens the educational work of the church, 
increases our knowledge of our own faith and others, enriches our worship life, provides information on social and 
economic issues, fosters an appreciation of good literature and nurtures spiritual growth.” 

The statistics for the past year show a slight increase in usage of the adult library. The children’s library has seen a 
slight decrease in usage during the past year. As in previous years, more books are being checked out than are 
returned.  We also have some DVDs available for check out and we will be adding more in the next few months. 
We are seeing a number of books leaving the shelves without being checked out, some of which have not returned. 
This is a concern, and we ask that you take time to write your name on the card in the book and place it in the file 
box, either on the card catalog or on the display shelves in the entry. There is also a box in the children’s area.  

The Adult Library continues to be “weeded,” that means that old and outdated or unused materials have been 
removed. This is necessary as the shelves become overcrowded and there was no space for the new books. Work 
continues on a card catalogue for the Childrens’ Library.  

We are happy to receive donated books as this helps us to stretch our budget. Sharon Crosby has been working 
most Wednesdays to accession books, enter information into the database and print and file the new catalog cards. 
She continues to update the Adult Library catalog and database as new books are added to the library.  A listing of 
Arch Books has been compiled and will be available to Sunday School teachers and anyone else who is interested. 
Arch Books are based on Bible texts and may be of use to teachers. We welcome anyone who has the interest and 
time to help out in the library to come in at their convenience–you do not need to be a member of the team. No 
knowledge of processing or covering books is necessary. We can give you direction. We would also welcome 
reviews of books in the library and suggestions for new books. Call Sharon Crosby at 624-5582 if you are 
interested in helping. We appreciate your help and your donations and hope that you will visit the Peace Church 
Libraries and use the materials available there. 

Submitted by Sharon Crosby 
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Christian Education 
Historical Team 

Members: Bill Kehtel, Bill Kohlts, Marge Anderson, Marg Paulson, Marlis Cran, Joan Severson and Sharon Crosby 

The team has been meeting monthly to organize the records, photos and newspaper clippings. We still have many 
pictures that need to have names and dates and need to be organized into albums. This is an ongoing project. 

A letter and current photos must be sent each year, in June, to the Department of the Navy regarding the bell from 
the USS Ascella that has been on loan to us since 1959.  

We have organized the “New Member Photos.”  

We are still trying to collect a copy of each cookbook the church has compiled over the years.  We have the most 
current ones (1956, 1976, 1989, 2006 and 2017) but we continue to look for the older ones. Please watch for them 
at rummage sales and as older members pare down their possessions. 

We still do not have pictures of some of our more recent Confirmation Classes, if anyone has pictures of these 
classes please let us know. We can get copies made and return the originals to you. John Ameel has given us 
several from his files. Thank you, John. We will be compiling a list of the specific years that are missing and will 
publish it in the Peace Bell. 

We continue to index the archives, photo albums and scrapbooks.  Most of these indexes have been entered into 
the computer so that they may be more easily searched. 

We continue to do research for people who are creating family histories. 

Marge Anderson has been taking Peace Bells and making summaries of each year and thus creating a history of 
Peace Church. 

Bill Kehtel and Bill Kohlts attended a meeting of the second-year confirmation class and gave a talk on the history 
of our congregation. 

If anyone has a memory, old photograph, or a document about an event or happening related to the church, the 
Historical Team would be interested in hearing about it. We are always looking for additional members who 
recognize the value of “remembering the past”. Please contact Bill Kehtel or another team member, if you are 
interested in being on the Historical Team and helping to organize and archive the important documents from our 
past. 

Submitted by Sharon Crosby 

 

Acting for Justice 
Acting for Justice Hub 

“…and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God?” (Micah 6:8) 

The Acting for Justice Hub provides a focus for the commitment to justice that is at the heart of the Peace 
Church community. The Hub has become an umbrella that joins the spokes of several Peace teams: Dismantling 
Racism; Food, Energy, and Environment (FEET); Global Ministries; Just Peace; Open and Affirming; CHUM 
Involvement; and Sanctuary Congregation. The Hub serves as a clearing house for the many ways we connect with 
the needs of our beloved community, the community surrounding us, and the broader global community—such as 
our collaboration with St. Mark AME Church, support for the U.S Peace Memorial, Clayton Jackson McGhie 
Memorial, and our local Muslim community. Christmas gifts are provided by the congregation to Hildegard House 
and Loaves and Fishes Catholic Worker Houses, as well as Life House. Peace Church volunteers provide meals 
for Loaves and Fishes, Damiano Soup Kitchen, and Chum Drop In Center. The Acting for Justice Team also 
submits regular columns to the Peace Bell, including Voices for Justice. 

Peace Church also donates to the following justice ministries as part of our budgeted giving: Our Church’s 
Wider Mission (UCC); Chum; Campus Ministry; Gabriel Project; Habitat for Humanity; One Roof; Loaves & Fishes; 
the Liddles, (missionaries in East Timor); Seafarer’s Ministry; Damiano Soup Kitchen; Witness for Peace; All 
Nations Indigenous Center; and St. Mark AME. 
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Peace Church hosted a film about gun violence prevention this year co-sponsored by Veterans for Peace and 
the Northland Brady Protect Minnesota chapter. Members of Peace Church continue to send emails and attend 
events to remember victims and advocate at the legislature against weakening gun laws. Faith communities 
continue to be vital in organizing members to speak out against gun violence. 

We invite, welcome, and challenge Peace members and friends to participate in the creation and strengthening 
of social justice. Meetings are on the second Sunday of every month after the 10:30am worship service. 

To learn more about our specific activities during the past year, we invite you to read the following summaries 
from our Action Teams: 

Food, Energy and Environment Team—Bill Mittlefehldt & Lisa Fitzpatrick 
Global Ministries Team—Kathy Nelson 
ONA—Nettie Bothwell 
CHUM Involvement—Terese Tomanek 
Dismantling Racism—Charlotte Frantz 
Sanctuary Congregation—Charlotte Frantz 

Submitted by John Pegg, member, Acting for Justice Team 

 

Acting for Justice 

Food, Energy and Environment Team (FEET) 

Peace Church's Food, Energy and Environment Team (FEET) has benefitted from the growing teamwork in our 
congregation and community.  FEET folks have added energy and insight to this emerging leadership.  A brief 
summary will help us share the positive vision, teamwork and commitment we sense. 

Lisa Fitzpatrick has led the Peace Community Garden effort to help us connect with the Earth and provide 
healthy food for our community partners and families.  Last year the Peace Garden Team produced and delivered 
more than 450 pounds of nutrition to Chum Food Shelf, Salvation Army, and Loaves & Fishes, adding energy and 
investment in our beloved community.  This was celebrated and lifted up at Peace's Stone Soup collaboration in 
November, raising $200 for the Foy Scholarship fund.   

FEET has conferred with the Property Team to clarify actions and investments that are improving our building's 
efficient use of energy (natural gas). 

FEET members have shared a number of events and meetings with the Arrowhead Network of the Minnesota 
Interfaith Power and Light group.  This group has been investigating possible inter-faith sites for solar investments 
in clean energy.  This growing teamwork between Peace folks and faith friends in a variety of congregations has led 
to three recent proposals for our consideration and possible investment.  Two of the most powerful events through 
which Peace folks added energy, teamwork, and focus this year were the first ever Duluth Science March which 
brought out 1,200 people to stand with science and faith for our kids, community and Creation.  We also helped 
organize and orchestrate the Duluth Climate Hike, which brought out almost 700 community and faith partners. 
Both of these events were synced with national events and partners. 

FEET members have also been very active with mining issues that may compromise our water, land and natural 
resources.  This branch of the FEET teamwork has worked with a variety of naive American partners and 
environmental groups in the area.  This work is not anti-mining, but works to raise questions about mining 
operations that may compromise our water, wild rice, future health or sustainable development.  We consider the 
Creation and all its natural gifts to our families and communities with gratitude and consequently feel the obligation 
to preserve and protect what we have been given.  Your talent and energy is welcomed in this struggle for a safe 
and sustainable future as we Make Waves together. 

Submitted by Bill Mittlefehldt 

 

Acting for Justice 

Global Ministries 

Tom, Monica, Hannah and Simon Liddle of our congregation returned to East Timor in August of 2016.  Here's 
some of what Tom wrote upon arriving. 
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“We moved to Lospalos last week and Monica started working on Monday.  They had sixty patients at the clinic 
on a Monday morning, which is pretty typical.  We’ve also met with a number of local community leaders to let them 
know we’re here and what we’re doing, etc.  Hannah and Simon are settling in as well: learning language through 
playing with friends, old and new. 

One of my jobs is to work with the director of IPTL’s social outreach ministry, so I’m working with her on a 
project proposal for a community-based health program funded by Uniting Church of Australia to be implemented 
by Clinic Immanuel Lospalos. We hope to start it in the next couple weeks. 

Moving in here in Lospalos has been somewhat of a trial (understatement).  A day after we got here, I got quite 
sick for 4 days and was hardly able to leave the bed.  So many things to do to make our place livable yet all I could 
do was lie useless in bed!  A lesson in humility.  So things are still kind of chaotic.  The good news is that the kids 
really stepped up: doing laundry by hand, helping with cooking and chores, encouraging me with jokes and telling 
me to “keep a positive attitude dad!”  Wow… we are really growing together as a family!  Thankfully I’m feeling 
somewhat better now and we’re getting back on track. 

 If you want to keep up with what we’re doing, you can “like” our blog (www.timorsite.wordpress.com) and or 
friend us on FB. 

As always, we’re thankful for your support and prayers. 

Tom, Monica, Hannah and Simon” 

We continue to support the Liddles with our prayers and financial contributions.  Their blog is a great source of 
ongoing information.  Also Amena Cristovao, who was here studying at Lake Superior College to be a lab tech, has 
returned to the Immanuel Clinic and is now working with Monica.  Amena was married in May to Joel Cooper whom 
she met while working with Global Ministries. 

Submitted by Pastor Kathy Nelson  

 

Acting for Justice  
Open and Affirming Team 

ONA is trying to stay alive! There hasn’t been much participation since the marriage act was passed. But every 
day somewhere in the country I see something in the paper about people trying to repeal it. Right now as I write 
this, it’s about the bathroom rights for transgender folks in North Carolina and elsewhere. So I believe the ONA 
Group must continue to be a voice in our church as well as in our wider community. 

Tim Peters and Steve Coll had contact with a group from UMD which wanted to have a special service during 
April of this year but plans did not materialize. 

I will be stepping down as chair, but I really believe in the ONA team—we have several new sign-ups on our 
Shared Ministry forms, so look forward to new energy on the team this year! Let the office know if you are 
interested in chairing this team. 

Submitted by Nettie Bothwell, Chair, ONA Team 

 

Acting for Justice 
CHUM Involvement 

Our church plays a very active role in CHUM, both with significant financial support and volunteer time and effort. 
CHUM is quite unique, having now grown to 39 local congregations who have chosen to work together on a goal all 
agree on—to help those in our community in need of support, be it shelter, food or emotional.  

Some specific areas where Peace Church participates include: 

 Use of our building for CHUM Church, providing a worship and fellowship experience for those with 
developmental disabilities. 

 Peace Church volunteers make breakfast at the CHUM Drop In Center every other Wednesday. There are at 
least 30 people who are involved and regularly contribute to these meals.  
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 Peace Church members donate the food for and cook and serve dinner on the third Thursday evening each 
month at the Drop In Center. Many thanks to Cathy Carlson for cooking, serving and coordinating this, and to 
our many generous volunteers who keep the food donations coming in, as well as helping to serve the meal at 
the Drop In Center.  

 Volunteers make pies for the annual rhubarb festival, CHUM’s biggest fundraising effort of the year. For several 
years Peace Church also has donated two baskets of gently read books and gift cards to a local bookstore and 
an online book store for the silent auction. 

 Participation in the Gabriel Project, providing emergency financial help to those in need. Peace Church 
provides financial support, as well as staff support with banking and check signing. 

 Contributing significant financial support to the overall mission of CHUM. Peace Church is the top 
congregational supporter of CHUM.  

 Participation in the mail carriers’ food drive. This year’s drive was on May 14. 

 Many individual contributions of time and money by our members. 

Many thanks to all who support CHUM in so many ways throughout the year! 

Terese Tomanek, Peace Church CHUM Representative 

 

Acting for Justice 
Dismantling Racism Team 

During this past year, the Dismantling Racism Team followed up on requests made at “Living into the Difficult,” 
a March 2016 workshop featuring Jennifer Harvey and Melanie Harris’ advocacy of reparations as the lens for 
viewing white ally work.  One direct outcome was Peace Church’s support for and participation in hosting Dr. 
Mahmoud El-Kati’s three day visit to Duluth.  Some events during his visit were primarily for African heritage 
leaders and some were for any interested community members. 

The Dismantling Racism Team helped St. Mark AME raise funds for two part-time community outreach 
positions.  This is especially important since Rev. Coleman can only be present in Duluth on weekends.   

Peace Church hosted Rhythm and Hues, a musical event on MLK weekend and participated in the ecumenical 
worship service that same weekend.   

“Cracking the Shell of Whiteness” continues to provide education about white privilege in various venues.  In 
addition to offering the course at Peace, the Dismantling Racism Team facilitated a study group at First Lutheran 
and at University for Seniors at UMD.  With assistance from Treasure Jenkins, the team showed the documentary 
“13th” on a Thursday evening.  

Events at Standing Rock in the fall of 2016 raised questions for the DR Team. Through several discussions, we 
discerned at least four topics for congregational discussion, education, and possible action: 1) strengthening our 
relationship with indigenous communities; 2) protecting the environment and examining energy policies;  
3) responding to basic human needs; and 4) noticing the increase in militarization of law enforcement in some 
communities. A letter to the Church Council requested that Peace give attention to these areas through next year. 

As a result, this spring several adult forums have been dedicated to issues of importance to indigenous 
communities.  The team showed the film “Doctrine of Discovery” on a Thursday evening.  A forum was dedicated to 
energy policies from the perspective of oil companies.   

The sanctuary movement brought home the need to think about how prepared we are to respond to basic 
human needs.  The urgency of this question led to the formation of a Sanctuary Team currently studying the 
possibility of Peace becoming a sanctuary church.  More activities and opportunities are being planned for the 
coming fall. 

The Dismantling Racism Team planned and led worship on the first Sunday in Advent.  The service’s theme, 
“The Whole World Waits”, affirmed that communities across the globe are waiting eagerly for justice and salvation.   
On MLK, Jr. Weekend, the sermon focused on the early sermons of Martin Luther King, Jr., a recommendation of 
Dr. El-Kati’s when he was asked what work we should do as a white community.    

The Dismantling Racism Team usually meets the second Tuesday of each month at 6:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Charlotte Frantz   
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Acting for Justice 
Sanctuary Congregation Team 

“When a foreigner lives with you in your land, don’t take advantage of him. Treat the foreigner the same as the 
native. Love him like one of your own. Remember that you were once foreigners in Egypt.” Leviticus 19:33-34 

During this past program year, leadership and staff at Peace became aware that “foreigners” in the Twin Ports area 
are feeling increasingly anxious about their status in the United States. The stories were varied: students with green 
cards stopped, but they had left their green cards in their apartment and for this, were temporarily detained; 
graduate students wanting to finish their work whether or not their student visas are still valid; families where a 
spouse or parent is undocumented even though they are working, paying taxes, and hoping to someday obtain 
legal status. Given our Biblical mandate to care for “foreigners” as if they are our own, and the increasingly strident 
anti-immigrant policies of our government, it seemed only right that, as a Christian community, we consider how we 
might respond. 

In February, adult forums focused on learning more about immigration. Presenters included a local student here 
from Syria, Susana Pelayo-Woodward, Director of UMD’s Office of Diversity & Inclusion, and Susie George, a 
member of the UCC Minnesota Conference’s Immigration Team. 

In March, Peace hosted a workshop led by the Rev. Grant Stevenson. He works with an interfaith organization, 
ISAIAH, in the Twin Cities and has been instrumental in helping congregations develop sanctuary ministries. To this 
date, Immigration and Customs Enforcement consider church buildings to be “sensitive places.” Their agents are 
reluctant to make arrests in churches simply for the sake of detainment and deportation. Some congregations are 
making space in their building available for persons who have begun the legal process towards documentation but 
who could be deported before completing the process. About 20 members of Peace attended the workshop. 

In April, the Coordinating Council authorized a Sanctuary Exploration Team to consider the possibility of Peace 
declaring itself a Sanctuary Church. Peace church members have been investigating and imagining what this could 
mean, both for the congregation and the community. A presentation will be made at the Annual meeting on June 4 
and opportunities for learning more, asking questions and discussing the issue further will be available during the 
early part of the summer. Kevin Skwira-Brown, Charlotte Frantz, and Pastor Kathy Nelson have served as a 
coordinating committee. 

 

Christian Spiritual Life  
Worship and Arts Team 

The Worship and Arts Team, made up of ministerial staff and lay members, meets monthly to assess, plan, and 
coordinate the varied worship activities at Peace Church. Worship is our most vital core activity as a congregation, 
binding us together in faith and practice, providing us inspiration and sustenance for lives of service and 
discipleship both privately and in the community. Worship must reflect the needs and address the challenges of a 
varied congregation such as ours. Authentic, Spirit-led worship provides the comfort and assurance of tradition, yet 
also pushes us into the risks and insecurities of personal transformation and prophetic challenge and witness. 
Worship planning is not just the task of an elite few, but demands input from all the congregation and the wider 
community. 

Worship in 2016-2017 has included: 

 8:30 a.m. quiet meditative communion-centered Sunday service with a once-a-month Taizé format 

 5 p.m. Wednesday centering prayer in the ground floor chapel 

 Various small group reading, writing, and discussion groups 

 6 p.m. Wednesday year-round Bible study using the Lectio Divina method 

 Wednesday evening Advent Prayers Around the Cradle and Lenten Prayers Around the Cross 

 Community Thanksgiving and Good Friday services with other congregations 

 10:30 a.m. Sunday service, following a traditional format, but using a wide variety of music and participants 

 Quarterly Liturgical Dance by Annette Strom, Susan Ranfranz, and others, helping to illuminate texts during 

worship with their lovely and meaningful dance.  
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Recognition and thanks are again in order to: 

 Music Director Jim Pospisil for his energy, creativity, openness, inclusiveness in pulling together music 

offerings at Peace Church.  Jim is always keenly aware of music not for show, but as integral to our 

worship. 

 Wendy Durrwachter and Brad Bombardier for composing the Christmas Cantata, and other original 

offerings this past year, and then helping lead the choir in interpreting and performing these works. 

 Nathan Holst, Minister of Faith Formation, for his own musical contributions and worship leadership. 

 Children’s Ministry Coordinator, Kelli Farell, Nathan Holst, and Pastor Kathy Nelson for lively and 

entertaining children’s “sermons” which enhance worship for adults as well as children. 

 Leah Yellowbird for the new Tree of Life artwork gracing our sanctuary. 

 Gail Blum for the sanctuary banners and her initiative in connecting us with Leah Yellowbird’s artwork. 

 The Adult Choir who follow Jim wherever he takes them. 

 All the other musicians, both within our church and beyond who have blessed us this year. 

 Steve Coll, the “Arts” component of the team, for the fascinating Gallery displays: 

2016-2017 Gallery Wall Artists: 
Amanda Johnson, January 22-April 17, 2017, acrylic/pastel paintings 
Amanda Hunter, late November, 2016-January 22, 2017, iconography and paintings 
Alex Messenger, May 2-continuing, photography 
Peace women’s group, curated by Jo Johnson, sewn-fabric collages, “Sacred Landscapes” continue into 

late summer 
Lori Seele with Sara Holst, woodcuts from Witness for Peace Honduras trip, dedicated to martyr Berta 

Cáceres—into autumn, 2017 
 
Other Art at Peace Church: 
Susan Ranfranz and Steve Coll, 16 ft. collage, “God Bless Us All,” honoring Jayme Hennen, in storage, 

available for special events 
Ann Jenkins acrylic, “Island” donated to Music Room by Steve Coll 
Gudrun Witrak donated fabric painting, “Mothers and Babies”, by African artist, to Music Room 
Nancy Nelson, drawing of original Peace Church, donated to office 
During two Nathan Holst sermons, Sara Holst worked on paintings near the pulpit to visually highlight 

sermon points 

 Pastor Kathy Nelson’s leadership and flexibility, her constant reminder that this is all about service in the 

Realm of God. 

The Worship and Arts Team, led by Gudrun Witrak, welcomes input and participation from all in the congregation. 

Submitted by Jerry Cleveland 

 

Christian Spiritual Life 

Shared Ministry Team 

Members: Cindy McLean, Cindy Macaulay, Janell Kohls, Jo Johnson, Molly Watson; Jan Nugent, Vicki Westrick, 

staffed and led by Nathan Holst 

Purpose statement: It is our goal to receive all who come through our doors as welcomed guests, to provide a 

path for finding connection and means for sharing unique gifts. We do this remembering that the journey of long-

term attendees of Peace may bring them to a place where renewed connectivity is needed.  

Shared Ministry Retreat August 17, 2016 

Members met to discuss objectives and strategies of Shared Ministry as it relates to the long-term goals of the 

church. 

Inquirers’ Classes 

It has been decided to continue the 2-night instead of the 3-night class. Additional people have been asked to 

speak.  It was decided that the film being used is not as outdated as we feared; however, stewardship videos may 
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be used in addition. Classes were held September 28 and October 5, 2016, and February 1 and 8, 2017. Brochures 

with class dates have been placed in pews. It was decided that Pastor Kathy will briefly introduce the new members 

on Membership Sunday.   

Dinners for Several 

Dinners for 6, 7 or 8 were held at various homes. 

Name Tag Sunday 

An event was held on October 9 to encourage people to wear their name tags.  It was met with luke-warm response 

and there are no plans to hold it again at this point. 

Coffee Hour Mugs 

Colored mugs are set out each coffee hour for new and visiting guests to use. In this way, regular attendees will be 

able to greet those new to Peace and/or coffee hour. 

Celebrating Milestones 

Ways of recognizing milestones in the lives of members of our community have been discussed.  It was decided 

that we could begin with blessing cards to those moving to a new home.  Birthday cards are still being sent. 

New Member Sponsors 

Currently we have no request for sponsors. 

Greeters and Ushers:  

All the events following were facilitated by Tim Peters: Usher training on September 18. Greeter training and 

appreciation on January 22 and usher training and appreciation on March 19. 

Note: The Lead Usher concept is very effective. 

Training for Team Members 

Nathan has introduced the members of the Shared Ministry Team to concepts he has learned in his training.  This 

includes WHEAT and the Current Reality SCOREcard. 

The Shared Ministry booklet 

It was decided that all groups will be called “teams” unless they are one of the elected committees (Finance and 

Human Resources). The booklet was updated and revised. During the service, 5 to 7 minutes was dedicated for the 

booklets to be completed, brought forward and blessed.  Preceding the completion of the brochure, a small skit 

helped explain the booklets. On Shared Ministry Sunday, 74 completed booklets were received.   

Shared Ministry Fair 

The Shared Ministry Fair was held on April 30, 2017. Four Sundays prior to the Shared Ministry Fair, speakers 

shared their faith and volunteering experiences during the worship service. Lemonade and popcorn was served in 

the Fireside Room. Reminders of the fair were sent to team and committee heads. A Global Ministry table to 

supporting the Liddles was added. 

Submitted by Cindy McLean, Member of the Shared Ministry Team  

 

Christian Spiritual Life 
Food and Fellowship Team 

The Food and Fellowship Team's biggest accomplishment this past year was publishing a new cookbook—
Peace Meals, 2017.  The cookbook has 258 recipes and is given to new members and confirmands.  
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Approximately 100 people attended the annual summer picnic on August 7, 2016. In November, the Food and 
Fellowship and Stewardship Teams hosted the annual Stewardship dinner after church. The menu included pulled 
pork sandwiches, assorted salads, side dishes and bars.  About 165 people participated. The team also provided 
treats for the 100 people who attended the Artist’s Cabaret, a fund-raiser for the Arthur Foy Scholarship, on 
January 28, 2017.  On March 12, the annual Birthday Potluck featured a celebration of our congregation's cultural 
diversity with special ethnic foods. A record crowd of 150 people enjoyed the event. The team will also host the 
confirmation breakfast in May.  The 2017 summer picnic will be held Sunday, August 6.   

Submitted by Lynn Devlin 

 

Christian Spiritual Life 
Health and Wellness Team 

During the last year, the Health and Wellness Team supported efforts to ensure that Peace is a dementia-
friendly congregation. A series of roundtables and adult forums were held to help us learn about dementia and 
caregiving. Gary Solomonson delivered a sermon on the subject, and his tips were published in the Peace Bell. In 
December, a conference was held on ways to interact with those experiencing dementia. We continue to work to 
ensure that people living with dementia and those who care for them feel welcome within our beloved community.  

Peace members and friends, and even members of the wider community, are making use of the medical supply 
closet. Medical equipment can be signed out and returned when it’s no longer needed. 

Peace members generously donated blood at blood drives held in December and June. 

Robin Davidson continues to offer affordable weekly soma yoga sessions in the Fireside Room. 

For anyone who wants to ease the burden of loved ones who may one day need to make medical decisions on 
your behalf, the Health and Wellness Team offers education and support in filling out an advance care directive. By 
spelling out your wishes, you can help your family avoid second-guessing and feelings of guilt, because they have 
confidence that they’re honoring your wishes. Help preparing advance care directives is offered after the 10:30 
service on the first Sunday in January, February, March, April, September, October, and November.  

Cyndy Klinksiek 

 

Christian Spiritual Life 
Pathways to Peace ~ Sacred Journeys 

The second volume of Pathways to Peace was made for the fall of 2016 and focused on the theme of Sacred 
Journeys.  In this series we asked these questions: 

Who are our sister and brothers who are living amongst us? 

What are their stories? 

How do they impact our lives, and how do we impact theirs? 

How can we better know and care for others as well as for ourselves on this life journey? 

Where are places we can turn to for nourishment and support? 

Can we become even more familiar with both the needs and the beauty that surrounds us? 

How do we best make this journey together? 

One of the focuses of Sacred Journeys was on the stories and the lives of the homeless in our community. 
Several speakers addressed a series of adult forums calling attention to the homeless situation in Duluth and ways 
and means to support those experiencing homelessness. An exhibit entitled Portraits of Home: Photography 
Documenting Housing Challenges in Greater MN was put on display in the Fellowship Hall where it now remains. 
Also, A performance called In Plain Sight was created which was told and performed by those who were 
experiencing or had experienced homeless.  The work, a fundraiser for the Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless, 
raised more than three thousand dollars for the coalition. 
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Another focus of Sacred Journeys was the journey toward racial reparation. Several speakers addressed adult 
forums on the issues of racism and engaged parishioners in events that helped make clear some of the many 
problems facing communities regarding racism. 

A third focus was on the issues of dementia, Alzheimer’s disease and memory loss. This area of focus included 
several speakers who have been involved with raising community awareness on these issues in the Duluth area. 
These speakers included caregivers, chaplains, and therapists. A book discussion on the book, Being Mortal was 
also facilitated by the CPE Coordinator at Essentia Health-St Mary's Medical Center. Also, variety of speakers eight 
speakers presented and event called What Do I Say, What Do I Do?  

Their presentations included the following: 

Pet therapy 

Activities to do with people with dementia 

Reminiscing 

Music and memory 

Conversations with people with dementia 

Sacred Journeys also included a talk by artist Alberta Marana on her journey as an artist and several authors 
from Peace Church discussed their books and the stories of their writing journeys. 

Also, Bob King, astronomer and writer, gave a talk entitled: A Journey to the Stars. 

Many other events and individuals were included in the making of Pathways to Peace. A catalogue is available 
that includes many other offerings and events.  

This second series was designed and complied through the efforts of Cindy McClean, Marilyn Mayry and Pastor 
Kathy Nelson with support and thanks to the many speakers and so much help from Janell Kohls and Nancy 
Nelson. 

Submitted by Marilyn Mayry 

 

Christian Spiritual Life 
Prayer Chain Team 

The Peace Church Prayer Chain provides a way for joys and concerns to be brought to a group of people who 
have volunteered to pray specifically for those needs. Being able to pray for others is a gift that honors God and 
brings hope and encouragement to those for whom we pray. Each person’s method of praying is a personal choice. 
Volunteers for this important Peace Church ministry have three options for sharing prayer concerns: phone calls, 
text messages, or emails. Our caring and prayers mean a great deal to the many people who contact the Prayer 
Chain each year. 

Mechanics: Coordinators receive a prayer request; they call team leaders; team leaders pass the request on to 
the next person on their list; that person passes the request on etc., until the last person on each list has been 
contacted. Volunteer commitment for each request is one phone call, text, or email to the next person on the list as 
soon as possible. 

This past year the 30 members of our chain have prayed for over 150 requests involving Peace members, their 
families, friends and our wider community. 

Coordinators: Bob and Kay Stevens: 218-724-4865; 218-340-0728; kay-bob-13@hotmail.com and  
Sharon Crosby: 218-624-5582 sharon@snowyrock.net. 

 

Christian Spiritual Life 
Spiritual Companions 

Since 2014 a group of six individuals, who include ordained ministers, chaplains and spiritual directors, have 
been meeting monthly to discuss their current ministry in the church and the community and to support one another 
in their work. This core group has continued to meet and explore ways to extend spiritual companionship to those 
seeking spiritual support in their life journeys. The need to provide a safe and sacred space to rest, restore and 
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renew is clear, and this group of spiritual companions are trained and available to listen both to individuals as well 
as to groups of individuals in a safe and confidential space.  

The intention of this ministry is to provide spiritual companionship for just one conversation or several 
conversations, typically one hour long, in an atmosphere of trust and holiness for those who are seeking to find and 
respond to the Divine Mystery at any point in their lives. If there is a desire for additional meetings, beyond a few, a 
list of trained spiritual directors will be provided through the church office, and a conversation with either the 
spiritual companion or Pastor Kathy will be available to help direct the individual to the most suitable ongoing 
spiritual support.  

At the heart of spiritual companionship is intentional care, compassion, and attention for each person on her/his 
unique journey. It is also the intention of this group to work with other spiritual directors in the community as a 
means of inclusion and cooperation in order to reach out to those in need as much as possible. 

Spiritual Companions include: Bob Stevens, Cheryl Walsh, Leslie Williamson White, Regina Laroche, Liz 
Liebenstein and Marilyn Mayry. Sr. Judith Oland, OSB, supervisor of Clinical Pastoral Education at St. Mary’s 
Medical Center Essentia, provides leadership for this ongoing group.  

The process begins with a referral from Pastor Kathy Nelson. Any individuals or groups who would like to meet 
with a Spiritual Companion may contact Pastor Kathy or the church office for more information.  

Submitted by Marilyn Mayry, Spiritual Companion and Spiritual Director 

 

Christian Stewardship 
Stewardship Team 

Members: Mike Swanoski (chair), Diane Swanoski, Kirby Wood, Tim Peters, Geof Witrak, Janell Kohls (staff), Hope 
Connell, Denise Hamsher, and Pastor Kathy Nelson 

The Stewardship Team continues to support the Mission Statement of Peace UCC, Praising God, Living the Way of 
Jesus, Building the Beloved Community, by studying and promoting financial stewardship. We meet monthly year 
round to study what Jesus and the Bible say about giving, and to consider what it means to be a generous 
congregation. We read and discuss books and articles pertaining to stewardship. This year we finished reading and 
discussing Not Your Parents Offering Plate by J Clif Chiristopher which focused on developing a new vision for the 
financial stewardship of churches. 

One of our primary responsibilities is to plan and guide the annual Stewardship Campaign.  The theme for 2017’s 
campaign was "Go and do the same" (Luke 10:37). Jesus used the Samaritan as an illustration of what it means to 
be faithful to God’s purposes. In our campaign, we discussed how sharing financial gifts helps fulfill this purpose 
and gives in the way that the Samaritan gave.  

During the campaign, several members of our congregation shared their stories of what Peace means to them, why 
they are involved in carrying out our mission, and why they support Peace financially. The Stewardship Team 
prepared and shared a narrative budget which tells the story of how our giving impacts the lives of people from our 
congregation, our community, the nation, and the world.  Doug Bowen-Baily once again produced a wonderful 
video with the theme “Go and Do the Same”, which was shown during the campaign.  

The campaign resulted in 220 pledges totaling $402,451, an increase from 2016 in which there were 215 pledges 
totaling $366,600. Our pledges were dedicated on Sunday, November 13, 2016, and we had a dinner in the 
Stewardship Hall to celebrate. 

Respectfully submitted, Mike Swanoski 

 

Christian Stewardship 
Property Team 

One of the mantras of my youth was that church is not a building, but the people. And so for the property team 
report, I want to start thanking the people (team members or not) who have helped to keep the building running and 
open to the community: Tim Peters, Guy Hubert, Jim McLean, Mike Schrage, Dennis Hamsher, Dan Shepard 
(custodian), John Thoennes, Denise Perry, Jonathan Ballmer, Ron Deters, Dan Green, David Courtright, and Doug 
Bowen-Bailey. 
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Heating System 
We continued to work on getting the heating system to be more effective. We still have some work to do including 
insulating pipes in the Boiler Room to both save energy and keep the office staff from melting. But our calls to A.G. 
O’Brien have decreased significantly. 

Getting into Hot Water 
Our explorations of changing to a more efficient hot water heater have merged into considerations of becoming a 
Sanctuary Congregation because of looking at what it might mean to have shower facilities in the church. The water 
heater upgrade may be wrapped up in a larger project. 

Solar Power 
The team has been exploring options, working with the FEET team, to invest in a community solar garden. 
Minnesota Power has opportunities as well as three other possibilities. We are considering those choices and hope 
to make a decision this summer or fall.  

Budget Transparency 
Our property team budget was cut this year because with the Maske bequest, there is more money to put towards 
building maintenance. But if any of you who look at the budget wonder why our amount went down, it is not 
because it takes less money to take care of our building. I’m including this in the report just to make sure we keep it 
in our institutional memory.  

Sundry Issues 
Roof. Parking lot. Light bulbs. Thermostats. Alarms. 

Special Thanks 

Although she is mentioned in the list of people above, I want to give special acknowledgement to Denise Perry. She 
is a great record keeper, tracks down details on things like fire alarm inspections, seeks out Energy Star awards for 
our congregation, and is committed to helping our building be as energy efficient as possible and likes to keep a 
low profile. 

Doug Bowen-Bailey, Christian Stewardship Property Team 

 

Christian Stewardship 
Technology Team 

The Peace Church Technology Team oversees the installation and maintenance of the various types of technology 
throughout the church, primarily the computer system in the office, the sound/light system in the Sanctuary, the 
sound system in the Fellowship Hall, the web site, and the Facebook page. 
 
The latest meeting of the Technology Team was in August 2016. Everyone’s busy schedule makes it difficult to find 
a suitable meeting time, so team members communicate primarily via email. Since we replaced two of the office 
computers and subscribed to Microsoft 365 in early 2015, the office computer network has worked relatively well. In 
the past year we upgraded to the newest version of Shepherd’s Staff database, which resolved conflicts with 
Windows 10. Volunteers Tim Carpenter, Doug Bowen-Bailey, and Tom Wilkowske handled issues that came up 
during the year, such as maintaining the sound systems, periodically reprogramming the Sanctuary lighting system, 
and resolving mysterious glitches in Windows 10, Outlook, and MS Word. 
 
Office Coordinator Janell Kohls and volunteer Doug Bowen-Bailey kept the church web site updated. Faith 
Formation Minister Nathan Holst and Pastor Kathy Nelson regularly posted news on the Facebook page. 
 
Submitted by Nancy Nelson, Office Coordinator 
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Statistics: June 2016 – May 2017 
 
 
 

New Members (26) 

Eric & Celeste Brandt (Olan) 

Hope & Ian Connell (Saul, Thea) 

Judy Johnson 

Allison Sipila & Mike Larson (Oskar) 

Lynn Watson 

Tom & Christine Day 

Julie Hein (Megan) 

Carl Huber & Catherine Carter Huber  
(Anna, Eva) 

Jayme McKenna (Olivia) 

Connie Kaddatz 

Susan Larson Kidd 

Wendy Durrwachter 

Barbara Nelson 

Liz & Owen Fifield 

Amber Snow & Dan Krause 

Kirstin & Juan Gonzalez (Diana and Giselle) 

Lisa Williams 

Penny Cragun 

 

New Members – Confirmands (16) 

Axel Aas 

Abbie Amundsen 

Adam Daniluk 

Megan Daniluk 

Gabriel Ehlers-Nelson 

Hannah Feyen 

Seth Hoffman 

Adrianna Hudyma 

Abigayle Lundberg 

Scott McInerney 

Haley Montgomery 

Brita Mowers 

Jack O’Connell 

Rachel Skwira-Brown 

Ben Westrum 

Gabriel Zaun 

Baptisms (9) 

Lennox Sjelin 

Florence Albright 

Keven Oatis 

Olan Brandt 

Effie Pannkuk 

Severin Edwin Johnson 

Olivia Crittenden  

Latka Hanka 

Abbie Amundsen 

 

Funerals/Memorial Services (11) 

Janelle Rae Reynolds 

Jerome Springsteele 

Peggy Maske 

Mary Kellner 

Amelita Waugh 

Viola Brown 

James Mulligan 

Grace Springsteele 

Mildred Zentgraf 

Kimberly Bellanger 

Charles Kleiner 

 

 

Weddings (7) 

Stephanie Sklors and Nicole Belpedio 

Frank Piazza and Rebecca Hamsher 

Gary Carlson and Cynthia Nutter 

Bradley Gibson and Mary Ann Martin-Gibson 

Martin Halvorson and Ann Peterson 

Melanie Dubla and Holly Johnson 

Allison Sipila and Michael Larson 
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Peace United Church of Christ’s Long-Range Plan  

(2016-2018) 
 

Peace Church Mission Statement:  
Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God. 

Peace Church Vision Statement:  
Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including all people,  

respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture, gender identity,  

age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. 

 

 

 

Criteria Objectives Strategies 

Proactive 

Transition 

Planning 

Identify staff structure that will best 
support the long range plan 
(objectives, strategies) adopted by 
the church. 

 Complete a needs assessment of Faith Formation 
and Children/Youth ministry positions. 

 Draft new job descriptions that fit our 
congregation’s current needs. 

 

 Proactively plan for 
potential turnover 
of ministerial staff in 
the near-mid term 
so that the vibrant 
spirit of Peace UCC 
lives on. 

 Plan and mentor lay 
leadership to build 
upon the strong 
breadth and depth 
of lay leaders. 

Target the financial needs and 
develop a budget and fundraising 
goal needed to competitively attract, 
fund recruit replacement of 
ministerial staff. 

 Complete a total benefits assessment to assure 
competitive with state-wide survey. 

 Update health and other benefit package for part 
time staff that best balances objectives of fairness 
between staff, competitiveness, and affordability 
by church. 

Develop process(s) that document 
some of the institutional memories of 
key histories, issues, etc. to allow a 
smooth transition and orientation of 
new staff. 

 Develop plan for recruitment such that at least 
some time for overlap/mentoring of new staff is 
feasible. 

 Develop a means of capturing and preserving 
institutional memory about members and key 
events to aide future staff. 

Build upon an already strong lay 
leadership structure, focusing on 
mentoring key council and chairs 
among a diverse group of lay leaders. 

 Intentionally nurture and seek skills in areas of 
expected staff turnover to enrich ability to rely on 
lay leaders periodically (especially in gaps in staff 
upon turnover?). 

 

Evaluate and adopt any 
improvements in technology, with a 
goal of having at least one key staff 
member with ability to be 
coordinator of staff technical needs 
(continue to be supported by expert 
volunteers). 

 Expand position of one or other office support staff 
to include ability to provide some technology 
support “in house”. 
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Criteria Objectives Strategies 

 

Focus on Peace 

and Justice Issues 
 

 

*Integrating Social 
Justice into the entire 
life and community of 
Peace UCC. 
*Doing Church, not just 
talking about our faith, 
but acting on Jesus’ 
challenge to love God 
and neighbor, all 
neighbors, and the 
prophets’ demands to 
do justice, love kindness 
and walk humbly with 
our God. 

Our focus revolves around 
what role Peace Church 
can be by reflecting, 
learning and praying on 
community and national 
issues of peace and 
justice, specifically: 

 Raising the awareness 
of homelessness and 
ways Peace Church 
can support increasing 
housing options. 

 Prayer, action and 
reflection on 
dismantling racism, 
adhering to the 
Biblical model of  
“Reparation”. 

 Develop Faithful 
responses to a culture 
that produces endless 
violence and wars. 

 Strengthen our global 
connections through 
our church 
Partnerships. 

 Develop and 
participate in 
programs and 
initiatives that bring 
our building and 
members toward a 
more sustainable life.  

 Deepen our partnerships with and support the actions of 
CHUM, Center City Housing, One Roof and other agencies 
working to end homelessness, including potential use of 
resources to support “tiny house” option for homeless; 
improvements in city housing code to expand options for 
homelessness and use of church property to support 
homeless.  Specific actions will include: 

o Community solar garden 
o Implementation of our Green Building Plan 
o Building awareness for our community to be 

responsible consumers 
o Bring back Peace Re-cycling 
o Develop a Peace UCC resource center where equipment 

can be shared. 
o Build shower and bathroom facilities in our space and 

then develop a policy and approach for access 

 Strengthen our education and awareness to dismantle racism 
by continued support of “Cracking the Shell” study series, 
including: Jennifer Harvey/ Melanie Harris lecture at Peace; 
book studies of “Dear White Christians”. 

 Strengthen our Partnerships with People of Color: All Nations, St. Mark 
AME and others. 

 Increase opportunities for the congregation to be aware of 
and exercise options to decrease violence locally and globally, 
including: Lecture series such as Jim Bailey’s on 
Israel/Palestine; participation with Vets for Peace; 
participation in the Faith Summit on Gun Violence; continue 
supporting efforts to prevent gun violence. 

 We will strengthen our connections to worldwide mission 
action: 

o Continue our financial, prayerful and active support 
for the Liddle’s work in East Timor; 

o Begin a feasibility evaluation of a group mission and 
work trip to East Timor that would further support 
that mission;  

o Continue support of Amena Cristovao, missionary 
from East Timor; 

o Re-engage with our Philippine Partners in the 
Mindanao through the Minnesota Conference of the 
UCC and our connections with Rev. Eleazar Fernandez, 
President of Union Seminary in the Philippines; 

o Continue support for Witness for Peace, and 
strengthen solidarity with our partners in Latin 
America. 
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Criteria Objectives Strategies 

 

Courageous 

Stewardship  
 

The use of the financial 
and personal time and 
talents of the 
congregation to support 
the church and its 
missions. 
 

 
Build a long term financial 
foundation based on our biblical 
understanding of God’s generosity 
and our own abundance to address 
building needs and peace and 
justice issues. 
 
 
Increase participation and use of 
the time and talents by members of 
the congregation. 
 
 
Maintain safe and accessible 
building and grounds to serve the 
congregation and the wider 
community. 
 

 
Establish two endowments through giving, memorials, 
wills, trust and estate planning to address separately  
(1) building needs and (2) financial support of peace and 
justice issues. 

 Education through adult forums, Peace Bell, web 
page and face-to-face meetings with individuals as to 
how endowments work and why they are important. 

 Continuation of year-round stewardship team to 
work on long term needs and annual giving to 
support the church and its ministries. 

 Investigation and recommendation by technology 
and stewardship teams of emerging and alternative 
means for giving. 

 
 
Encourage engagement and giving of personal time to 
the church. 

 Donation of items from members and friends that 
can be used by the church. 

 Personnel counseling/guidance with individuals of 
the congregation to identify and employ their gifts 
and talents. 

 Increased use of electronic surveys to supplement 
paper surveys.   

 
 
Identify long term repair and maintenance issues for our 
church building, which supports our worship, education, 
and serves as a place of outreach. 

 Identify and implement new energy and other 
efficiencies as they become viable for our building. 
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Criteria Objectives Strategies 

 

Building the 

Beloved 

Community 

 
As a faith community of 
ministry and mission, 
Peace will seek: 

 to claim all are 

beloved because all 

are made in the image 

of God; 

 to actively reflect 

God’s love to one 

another through 

trusted relationships; 

 to nurture one 

another in a faith that 

is formed and lived 

out through story, 

practice, service, and 

play. 

 

 We gratefully welcome guests 

as participants in the Peace 

Church Community. We will 

receive them with the genuine 

hospitality that invites them to 

feel at home among us, and 

experience the inclusive love of 

God that neither overwhelms 

nor excludes.   

 Our Peace Community 

members:  

 will nurture our faith by 

living in the context of the 

Christian story; 

 will celebrate important 

rituals and milestones of our 

individual lives, our family 

lives, and our Peace 

community; 

 will deepen and grow in our 

life of prayer and spiritual 

experience; 

 will continue to support and 

create dynamic regular 

worship time together. 

 

 Continue to improve the database and reporting 
that connects service, talents, and gifts offered by 
Peace community participants in the Shared 
Ministry form, at the Shared Ministry Fair in April, 
and through personal invitations with the teams, 
committees, and service opportunities that can use 
them. 

 Continue and improve the sponsorship program that 
connects current members with new members. 
 

We will complete specific steps that nurture our faith by: 

 Expanding our invitation and outreach to members 
and friends to become involved in small groups and 
events of the church. 

 Expanding our efforts in the ways in which we mark 
life’s milestones. 

 Providing tools to help members and friends have a 
devotional life outside of church. 

 
 


