
  

 

JUNE 2014 MAY 2017 

Annual Congregational Program Meeting  

Sunday, June 4th following the 10:30 service 
Please stay in your pews for a brief congregational 
meeting after worship. There will be coffee in the 
Narthex immediately following the meeting. 

 Receive Reports of Committees, Teams and 
Staff Members 

 Elect our Coordinating Council and Affirm 
Committee and Team Members 

 Receive the report from our Sanctuary Team  

Committee and Team Reports are due in the office 
by May 15th!     

Annual Spring Rummage Sale  

Saturday May 20, 9am-2pm 
We’re getting ready….are you? Our annual rummage 
sale is fast approaching, and we need your help in 
many ways. Proceeds this year will go toward the 
summer Youth Work Camp in Atlanta. 

 Clean out your closets and basements and set 
things aside that you would like to contribute, 
including indoor plants and outdoor annuals – nothing 
is too big or too small.  (No computers or large TVs.) 

 How can you help? We need people to help set 
up on Thursday May 18 in the afternoon, all day 
Friday May 19, and to work on Saturday during and 
after the sale. Please sign up to help. We especially 
need help with clean up starting at 2pm Saturday, 
and trucks or vans to help haul things to 
Goodwill.  There are sign up sheets by the office – 
please find a way to share your time and energy! Call 
Nettie @ 940-2733 or Cindy @ 722-3432 with 
questions. 

A Note about Rummage Sale Set-up:  
On Thursday and Friday, May 18 & 19, we will have 
clearly marked tables/areas in the Fellowship Hall. 
We ask that when you bring your rummage in, you 
take it directly to the appropriate area. (You can also 
get a sneak preview of all the good stuff that has 
come in—early trading is allowed!)     

Please do not bring rummage to the church 
until Thursday, May 18!  

 

Sunday May 21 - Confirmation Sunday 
Our confirmands will be leading our worship on  
May 21.  The sermon will be excerpts from their  
belief statements, poems, musical compositions  
and creations. This year’s second year confirmation  
class includes:  Axel Aas, Abbie Amundsen,  
Adam and Megan Daniluk, Gabriel Nelson-Ehlers,  
Amelia Evavold, Connor and Hannah Feyen, Seth 
Hoffman, Adrianna Hudyma, Abbigayle Lundberg, 
Scott McInerney, Haley Montgomery, Brita Mowers, 
Jack O’Connell, Rachel Skwira-Brown, Ben Westrum 
and Gabriel Zaun.  

Rummage Sale 
memories of our dear 
Barb Forrest, who died 
just a year ago this 
March, but will always 
be in our hearts. 

Salsa Dancing  

Friday, May 12th from 6 - 8 pm   

Juan and Kirstin Gonzalez will teach us some basic 
moves and then there will be time for social dancing. 
Pizza and Childcare provided.  It was a great time  
last month!!!   

Please check the Lost 
and Found in the 

Narthex and in the 
kitchen before the 

Rummage Sale!  
Unclaimed items will 

be sold. 
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From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 

The Easter service this year had a synergy about it. Gary Boelhower wrote a beautiful 
poem for it, “Simple as Seed,” and Rachel Peterson again sang “In the Garden.” During 
Easter week I was also re-reading the Jesus papers from our second-year confirmands, 
and the words from one of them lodged itself in my heart. Scott McInerney wrote, “The 
world has grown quite far from God. We are merely trees in a jungle being torn down by a 
storm of conflict, some roots to God are no longer connected. In the clearing of this storm 
only some trees will stand. These are the trees that are strong in their faith. Back then, 
Jesus was a carpenter, but now he would be a gardener, he would need to plant new 
trees to spread his love, but he wouldn’t do it alone. Jesus would work with us to rebuild all that is good in the 
world, to make it even better.” This is resurrection. 

We know that Mary met that Gardener Jesus. She goes to the tomb early in the morning while it was still dark.   
The Easter story begins in the dark—all resurrection stories begin in the dark—that night time of our hearts. 
There has been much to mourn these months such as the ongoing war in Syria with the use of gas, our nation’s 
use of bombs there and in Afghanistan, threats of war with North Korea, and budget cuts seeming likely in 
programs which serve those people who need them most. We, with Mary, have risen from sleepless nights and 
wandered in the dark. 

It is quiet and still as she walks in the garden to the tomb. We can imagine the stars are beginning to fade 
from the sky, just as her faith has faded. She does not feel strong or connected any more. As she draws near, 
she sees that the stone it is gone. The air is colder and damper—the tomb is open. This is disturbing news, not 
good news. She fears someone has stolen the body. 

Mary then senses someone behind her. She turns in the changing morning light and sees a man—the 
gardener. She blurts out, "Sir, if you have taken him away, tell me where you have laid him." She does not 
recognize Jesus—she was not expecting to see him. In the midst of her grief, she sees only a gardener.  
But oh, what a gardener. 

Jesus says to her, “Mary,” and an awakening happens within her. Her spirit turns from sorrow, and she 
answers, “Rabboni.” Hope comes in a name spoken—Mary.  She rises to a new hope in the early morning 
sounding of her name. Hope comes on a whisper; it is a fleeting 

encounter, a pause in her life that allows 
her to carry on with life. While it is still 
dark, hope comes to her and allows her 
to move herself and the community 
following Jesus to go on. In that garden, 
like the first Garden of Eden, life is 
created where there was no life. Hope 
and love are renewed. She goes on to 
tell the disciples and us that the 
Gardener lives, love grows. We are to go 
out to rebuild all that has been cut down, 
stay on this path of loving God, neighbor, 
and even the enemy, be part of the 
community that feeds the hungry, 

clothes the naked, and challenges systems that diminish or 
demean anyone. We are called to do what we can where we 
are, and that is when resurrection happens. Let us go and plant 
with our Gardener God. 

This April marks the twentieth anniversary of the creation of 
our Memorial Prairie Garden on the hillside overlooking the lake. 
Thanks to Doug and Holly Bowen-Bailey who made this 
possible, and to Jane Rupel and Tom Wilkowske and others who 
help them lovingly maintain it. We remember their children and 
the children of others with this garden. Thanks to Doug for the 
poem, “Open Ground” that he wrote for the 1997 dedication of 
the Memorial Prairie Garden. 

Peace friends ~ Pastor Kathy  

Open Ground  by Doug Bowen-Bailey 

Open ground 

Laid bare before us 

Turned like our hearts by sorrow’s blades 

We come, farmers all, not to bury our grief 

But to plant. 

Sprinkling ashes with sadness and hope. 

This is where we sow our faith  

            And call beauty forth from death. 

Where our tears water the soil and bloom 

            In their time. 

This is the place where we, 

            The simple people of God, 

Practice resurrection. 

Here at this open ground. 
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Sundays in April 

Sunday, May 7 
 Fourth Sunday of Easter  

Scripture:  Psalm 23  
 and John 10: 1 – 10 

Sermon:  “Shepherding God”  

   This morning we will welcome new 
members into our congregation and 
celebrate communion at both of our 
services.  The Choir  and the Peace 
Band will lead the music for our 10:30 
worship service.  

Sunday, May 14 
Festival of the Christian Home 

Scripture:  I Peter 2: 2 – 10  
 and John 14: 1 – 14  

Sermon:  “Home”  

   This morning we will have  
special music by Lyz Jaakola, who  
is a musician and educator and an 
enrolled member of the Fond du  
Lac band of Lake Superior Ojibwe  
in Cloquet. 

Sunday, May 21 

 Confirmation Sunday  

   Our confirmands will lead our 
worship this morning.  The sermon will 
be excerpts from their belief 
statements, poems, musical 
compositions and creations. Music by 
Leon Rohrbaugh and friends.    

Sunday, May 28 
 Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Scripture:  Acts 1: 6 – 14  
 and John 17: 1 – 11 

Sermon:  “Spirit of Witness”  

   Our 8:30 service this morning will be 
a Taizé Service of quiet prayer, 
meditation and singing.  Pastor Kathy 
will preach at the 10:30 service.  

We continue to have two services each Sunday morning, at 8:30am and 10:30am.  

At our 8:30 service, we share communion every Sunday. At our 10:30 service, we share communion the first 

Sunday of the month. The sermon and children’s time at both services is the same except for the fourth  

Sunday of each month when our 8:30 service is a Taizé Service (prayer, song, scripture, and meditation).  

Sunday Adult Forums—9:30am Fireside Room 
Sunday, May 7 – “The Doctrine of Discovery”   We will watch a 
brief video created by the United Church of Christ describing the 
Doctrine of Discovery and why the UCC repudiated it in 2013.   
Christina Wood, a native leader and director of the Damiano Center, 
and Tad Johnson, UMD professor of American Indian Studies, will be 
with us to share their thoughts.  Christina has facilitated many 
conversations in our community on this issue.   

Thursday May 11—Film showing of the Doctrine of Discovery:  
A call to education from local Indigenous leaders 

As a part of the Blessed Unrest series this spring, we'll be showing 
the Doctrine of Discovery film on Thursday, May 11th at 6:30pm in 
the Peace sanctuary, with conversation afterward.  This will be 
following our adult forum on May 7th with local Indigenous leaders 
Christina Woods and Tad Johnson talking about the doctrine of 
discovery. The film will be a chance to dive more deeply into learning 
about why this is important and relevant today, especially for white 
Christians.  Let's show respect to the Indigenous leaders in our 
community by responding to their call of educating ourselves about 
the Doctrine of Discovery.    

Sunday, May 14 – Elizabeth "Lyz" Jaakola, a musician and educator, 
and an enrolled member of the Fond du Lac band of Lake Superior 
Ojibwe in Cloquet, MN, will talk about the recent Water Walk that left 
from Spirit Mountain on April 19

th
 led by Grandmother Josephine. 

Water is amazing, it flows where it wants to, it can go through any 
crack, crook or cranny. It can sing the most beautiful songs, if you 
listen well. She can sound like a male voice, especially during huge 
waves. She ebbs and flows leaving us messages in her journey 
throughout life. We are connected and united to life with water, and 
as we are all united by water, it seems we must be conscious of all 
things united.This connection or linkage helps us understand life and 
what it gives to humans, nature and animals. We are all so 
connected, so united with/by water. It is all life. 

To see how water can mold itself to any situation, we can see it in 
any shape we put it in: jars, small containers, huge gallons - it flows 
to any shape or form. We are all connected by water and as we are 
all of water: 70 or 80% of our body mass, why can't we flow like the 
water? to unite ourselves with each other, to sing like the water, to 
think like the water, to be of one conscious entity? Why can't we? IF 
we could be, we will be one big ocean of love, kindness, respect, 
united and jelled together as one, we will be the generation to save 
our Mother.  

Josephine Mandamin 

Grandmother, WaterWalker 

Sunday, May 21
 
– A conversation about our use of energy and 

our dependency on fossil fuels, facilitated by Doug Bowen-
Bailey and Denise Hamsher.    

Looking Ahead: June 11 – Jean Thoennes, Steve Coll, and Betty 
Greene will share experiences from their Civil Rights trip in March. 
They and other UMD and community members accompanied 19 
UMD students on this trip over spring break to Alabama, Mississippi, 
and Tennessee.  

Healing Prayer May 28 
The Fourth Sunday of each month  

at 11:30am in the sanctuary  
Healing Prayer offers the 

opportunity to share a prayer of 
concern with a caring person and 
receive a blessing. 
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Faith Formation / Small Groups 

Lenox Women’s Spiritual Life Group 
Monday May 15 at noon  

The 3rd Monday of each month  
Lenox Place, 701 W. Superior St. Apt. 710  
All women are invited to join us at the Lenox 

Building (across from the Duluth downtown library). 

Loni Cran‐Hovis prepares a delicious lunch and 
participants share and reflect on life issues of grief, 
forgiveness, change, and transitions. Women strive 
to connect with their own inner peace. If you have 
questions or need a ride, please call Cheryl Walsh 
(525-4129) or Pastor Kathy (724-3637).  

Monday Women’s Book Group  
May 1 & 15 at 7pm in the Fireside Room 

   During the month of May, the Monday book group 
will continue reading and discussing Making Waves: 
Grassroots Feminism in Duluth and Superior by Beth 
Bartlett.  Have you ever wondered why there are so 
many active, creative organizations in Duluth that 
serve women?  If so, please join us at 7pm for our 
discussion.  All women welcome! Questions?  email 
pcragun@d.umn.edu or call 727-2972. 

Peace Grief Support Group 

Sunday May 14, noon to 1pm  
in the Peace Church Chapel 

Facilitated by Chaplains Deborah Cooper  
& Gudrun Witrak 

The Grief Group meets on the second Sunday of 
the month, from noon to 1pm.  This is a support group 
for individuals dealing with the death of a loved one or 
other life changing losses. We gather downstairs in 
the Chapel. All are welcome. 

We hold in our hearts and in prayer at this time,  
all those in our faith community who bear the burden 
of loss.    

Chaplains Gudrun Witrak & Deb Cooper  

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
Wednesday May 24 at noon 

     Bring your own lunch and share conversation and 
devotions with Pastor Kathy in the Fireside Room. 
Coffee and dessert provided. This month we will talk 
about the Holy Spirit, “Peace I leave with you, my 
Peace I give to you.”  All women are welcome!  

Men’s Breakfast 
May 4 & 18, 7am, New London Cafe  

Come to eat and converse at the New London 
Café, 4721 E Superior Street. We meet every other 
Thursday. All men are invited to attend. 

Resistance and Renewal:   
Writing and Social Change 

Thursdays, 6:30-8:30pm, April 27-May 25 
What is the connection between writing and social 

change? How do we bear witness, work for justice, 
speak our hearts and minds? 

Writing is a sacred act and a transformative blessing.  

There is a long history of writers speaking out about 
social injustice—poets and authors bearing witness, 
offering hope, creating change.   

This workshop will focus on the power of writing as 
social change.  We will read selected pieces from this 
tradition, while focusing on our own writing.  

The workshop is open to everyone, whether or not 
you consider yourself a writer.   

It is an opportunity to give voice to your thoughts, to 
hear and to be heard. 

The group will meet on Thursday evenings (6:30-8:30 
p.m.), from April 27 to May 25, in the Fireside Room 
at Peace Church.  For further information, contact 
Pamela Mittlefehldt (pjmarch4@aol.com, or  
218-525-3693).  If you are interested in participating, 
please sign up in the Narthex or contact the Peace 
Church office:  218-724-3637; office@peaceucc.org). 

Shared Ministry Fair April 30 

Shared Ministry Booklets Available! 
By the time you read this, many of you will have 

attended our Shared Ministry Fair, and either filled 
our a Shared Ministry Booklet telling us what you 
would like to be involved in during the coming year, 
or you have taken one home with you to give it more 
thought. There are booklets available in the Narthex 
for all of you who have not yet received one, and we 
hope you will each pick one up and see the many 
opportunities there are for you to be involved at 
Peace Church. Remember that every thing you 
check in the booklet will lead to working with people, 
meeting new folks, and deepening relationships here 
at Peace, while helping our church to function and 
flourish! 

We will be electing our Council members and 
affirming our Team and Committee members at our 
Annual Meeting on June 4. If you would like to serve 
on a specific committee or team, please check it in 
your booklet, or call or email the office. Our shared 
ministry team wants to make sure that everyone has 
an opportunity to be involved in the life of the church!   

Soma Yoga Class on Monday mornings 
9:00‐10:15am in the Fireside Room 

This class is suited for all levels of ability. It is taught 
by Robin Davidson, physical therapist and certified 

yoga instructor. A free‐will offering to Peace Church 
of $3.00 per class is suggested.  

mailto:pjmarch4@aol.com
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Groups, Gatherings, and Opportunities  

Meals at CHUM Drop-in Center 
(1st Ave W and 2nd St.)  

Wednesday Breakfast—May 10 & 24 
every other Wednesday, 9am-11am 

Join this fun group  
to make breakfast at CHUM! 

Thursday Dinner—May 18 

Third Thursday of each month 4-6pm 
Help and donations are always welcome! Thanks 

to Cathy Carlson who cooks and coordinates this 
meal! Contact Cathy (cathycarlson62@gmail.com) or 
the church office for more info. Let us know if you’d like 
to be on the email list to help provide food and/or help for 
this dinner. 

PALS (Peace Adults Learning and Socializing) 
Rolf Hagberg on Northern Bedrock  

Historic Preservation Corps 
Thursday May 25 

Please watch your emails for location  
and details about food 

Northern Bedrock was established in 2011 to meet 
two converging needs: 1) an aging stock of historic 
structures and landscapes in need of maintenance 
and repair, and 2) a growing need to create a 
pathway for young adults into the preservation trades. 
Our crews are comprised of young adults, 18-25 
years old, who work during our six month field season 
on historic sites across the state of Minnesota. By 
integrating historic preservation training and services 
with the corps model, we provide young adults with 
the opportunity to explore diverse career paths 
through hands on experience and training in the 
building trades and historic preservation field. 

Looking ahead: 

June 22 – Huskies baseball game and tailgating party 
at Wade Staduim.  

July 20 – Annual Planning Picnic, July 20, at the 
Goese home.  

“On Being” Podcast Lunch 
(formerly known as TED talks) 
Tuesday May 16 at noon  

Join us in the office conference room as we listen 
to an interesting and inspirational “On Being” episode 
with Krista Tippett. This month we will hear Richard 
Rohr, “Living in Deep Time”. This conversation with 
the Franciscan spiritual teacher delves into the 
expansive scope of his ideas: why contemplation is 
as magnetic to people now, including millennials, as 
it’s ever been; and how to set about taking the first 
half of life — the drive to “successful survival” — all 
the way to meaning. 

All are welcome and sandwiches are provided, 
thanks to Nancy Carlson.  

Release and Author Signing for 

“Duluth’s Historic Parks: Their First 160 Years” 
by Nancy Nelson and Tony Dierckens 

Thursday, May 11, 7-8pm  
The Pavilion at the Lake Superior Zoo  

Our Peace Church Office Coordinator, Nancy 
Nelson, has been researching and writing about the 
history of Duluth’s park system for the past 10 years. 
You are invited to join Nancy and co-author/publisher 
Tony Dierckens on Thursday evening, May 11, to 
celebrate the completion and release of the park 
history book! 

Doors will open at 6:15pm. The program will start 
at 7:00pm and will include a proclamation by Mayor 
Emily Larson, presentations by the authors, and 
refreshments. Books will be available for purchase, 
and the authors will be happy to sign your copy. 

The event will take place in the historic pavilion at 
the Lake Superior Zoo, overlooking the waterfalls of 
Kingsbury Creek in Duluth’s Fairmount Park. The 
bluestone structure was built during the Great 
Depression by WPA workers. In 2013 a complete 
renovation transformed it from an open-air structure to 
a beautiful three-season enclosed building. Money for 
the renovation project came from the Minnesota State 
Legacy Fund, private donations, and the Lake 
Superior Zoological Society. 

The event is free and open to the public. To 
access the pavilion, look for the gate and stairway at 
the west end of the parking lot. 

Peace Youth serving Easter Breakfast 

Give blood. Give life to someone in need. 

Blood Drive planned for Peace Church on 
Sunday June 4, 8am-12noon 

     The Bloodmobile will be in the parking 
lot at Peace Church on June 5. A sign-up 
sheet for appointments will be available in 
the narthex in May. 
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Wednesdays at Peace Church 

First Year  Confirmation  
The first year confirmation class meets on the first 
and third Wednesdays of each month from  
7 – 8:30pm in the Fireside Room.  

Pastor Kathy and Nathan Holst are the teachers of 
this class.   

May 3 – The Gospel of Mark, Chapters 14-16. 

May 17 – Last class of this year—review and pizza!  

Second Year Confirmation  
Friday May 5—Confirmation Overnight Retreat. 

This is a required event for all.  We will leave from 
Peace Church at 4:30pm on Friday and return around 
noon on Saturday. This is an overnight event, so you 
will need sleeping bag, pj’s, swimsuit, outdoor shoes 
and clothing, and a bible.  Plan on having a great 
time! We will have dinner and breakfast together, based 
on your menu choices.  All your papers are due now! 

Pastor Kathy will be doing home visits between 
the retreat and confirmation Sunday as an opportunity 
for youth and parents to talk about their beliefs and 
confirmation decisions.  Kathy will have a sign up 
sheet as youth are dropped off for the overnight.  

Sunday, May 21
—

Confirmation Sunday at 10:30   
Breakfast for confirmands and families at 9:30 

Wednesday Activity Schedule  
5pm: Centering Prayer in Chapel 

5:30-6pm: Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 

6-7pm: Bible Study in the Fireside Room 

6-7pm: Kid’s Club in the  
Mindanao Room (3rd-5th graders) 

6-7:30pm: Middle School Youth Group  
in the Youth Room 

6:15pm: Adult Choir in the Music Room 

7-8:30pm: Confirmation in the Fireside Room 

Childcare is provided in the Nursery from 6 to 7:30pm 
for all children 2nd grade and younger. 

Last dinner and youth activities on May 17 

Centering Prayer in Chapel  
The Christian practice  

of mindfulness and meditation 

Wednesdays at 5-5:30pm 

Centering Prayer is a modern Christian contemplative 
prayer practice, or a method of meditation. Like all 
methods of meditation, the goal of Centering Prayer is 
to free us from what the Buddhists call “monkey mind” 
or the compulsive internal chatter of our minds. All the 
major faith traditions have recognized and placed a 
high value on the transforming power of meditation.  

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
6 pm in the Fireside Room 

Join Pastor Kathy and Rev. Bob Stevens on 
Wednesday evenings, reading the Gospel lesson for 
the coming Sunday using the Lectio Divina method. 
Lectio Divina is listening for the still, small voice of 
God that speaks to us. No prior biblical knowledge 
needed! We close with prayer, each praying for the 
person on his or her right. Join us as we practice this 
ancient and yet very relevant method of Bible study. 

Kids 3rd-5th grade! 
6:00pm to 7:00pm Wednesdays 

Mindanao Room 

Kid’s Club — “Bringing the Bible to Life” 
     Join Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Kelli after Wednesday dinner to make a 
movie!  The costumes have been 
chosen, the scene is set, and the props 
are ready…it’s time to film!   

6-7:30pm—Kids 2
nd

 grade and under 
are welcome in the nursery with Childcare staff, 
Meghan, where they may choose to play board 
games, Legos, or play freely. 

Wednesday Dinner Menu 
May 3:  Chicken Casserole 

   Vegetable/Rice Casserole 

May 10:   Taco Bar  

May 17:   End of year Grill-Out 

Vegetarian and gluten free options always provided 

Help is always needed—for prep at 4pm, and for 
clean-up after the meal.  

Easter Music 
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Peace Church Youth / Nathan’s Column 

    As signs of spring start to emerge everywhere, I think 
about all those little seeds that were planted before any 
of this new growth could come into being.  Grasses, 
flowers, vegetables (for all you gardeners out there), 
and trees all came from seeds that were planted by the 
communities that live all around us.  And in time, we 
start to see those seeds grow into something wonderful. 

 The month of April and May have become seed months for me in my role of faith formation minister, a time to 
step back and look at what we are planting here at Peace and what might come to be in the coming year.  Let 
me tell you, I think we have some wonderful seeds, and I wanted to take a moment to highlight one that’s taking 
root, one that has grown here at Peace before and returning—the OWL program. 

 OWL stands for our whole lives (meaning it is relevant to all people at different stages of life) and is a faith 
and sexuality curriculum that has been developed by the United Church of Christ in partnership with the 
Unitarian Universalists. It has been described to me by many other faith formation ministers in our Minnnesota 
conference as one of the best programs we have to offer.  Here’s the description from our UCC website:  

 “Our Whole Lives offers children and youth a profound opportunity to deepen their faith and put their values 
into practice. The curriculum promotes sexual and emotional health in our communities and fosters meaningful 
dialogue between peers, partners, families, and friends. The United Church of Christ's commitment to 
comprehensive sexuality education is ministry. With the support of ministers, religious educators, and lay 
leaders, this ministry will grow and flourish in our congregations for years to come… Our Whole Lives helps 
parents fulfill their role as the primary educators of their children on sexuality issues. Our Whole Lives creates a 
partnership between the family and the church through parent orientation and parent education programs.” 

 I know from middle school parent meetings and informal conversations that there are many parents excited 
that we are bringing this program back to Peace.  It took root here a few years ago, and we are looking forward 
to coming back to this work again as a church.  This month, I’ll be going with another Peace Church member to 
an OWL training, and we are laying the groundwork to partner with the Unitarian Universalist Congregation here 
in Duluth this coming year to provide the program to our 8th grade youth.   Next year, we hope to train a few 
more facilitators to build an OWL team that can sustainably support our community in the years to come.  It’s an 
exciting time, and I look forward to updating you all as this work comes to harvest.  For now, I invite you to join 
me in continuing to dream and plant seeds of wholeness and love in our community.  Who knows what might 
emerge from our beautiful, beloved community? 

Middle School Youth Group for 6th-8th graders 

6-7:30pm Wednesdays in the Youth Room 

May Youth Group! Summer is coming, and that means we’ve only got a few more regular gatherings left 
this year.  Come join in for a few last times together.  As the weather gets warmer, we’ll probably head over to a 
the field to play soccer, so don’t miss out on the spring fun!  Our last gathering will be May 17

th
, so don’t miss a 

chance to hang out (and I won’t reveal what it is yet, but we’ll for sure have some sort of special treat!).   

Summer Youth Group!  Following our last regular youth group on May 17, we’ll be taking a summer 
Sabbath on our weekly gatherings, but we’ll meet once a month for a special outing of some kind.   

Youth Group Summer Schedule  
June 19 from 8-11am — We’ll meet at Chum  

for their Expanding Horizons program.  We’ll spend  
time learning about the work of Chum, the Damiano 
Center, and Lifehouse.  Get it on your 
calendars now!   

Monday, July 17—We’ll gather in the 
evening to hang out at Adventure Zone 
for some laser tag and pizza.   

And of course August will be our 
Fenske Trip on August 20-22.   
Can’t wait to see you for these! 

Light in the Cracks by Nathan Holst 

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in” 

  ~Lenard Cohen 

Adults! Join the Youth Ministry Team 
Are you a person who loves spending time with 
youth?  Have you been pondering a deeper call to 
support our youth here at Peace in their faith 
formation and encouraging them in their lives?  Then 
take the next step and join the youth ministry team.  
This is your chance to engage in conversation 
around how we nurture and support our youth in their 
time here at Peace.  Our church needs your 
leadership and would love to have you be a part  
of this important ministry.  Please contact Nathan 
Holst at nathan@peaceucc.org or call 724-3637 for 
more information.   

mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
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Retreats, Camps and Peace Church History 

Senior High Youth Work Camp 
DOOR Atlanta — July 22–29 

“Discovering Opportunities  
for Outreach and Reflection” 

This Summer our youth will be heading to Atlanta to 

work and learn with DOOR (Discovering Opportunities for 

Outreach and Reflection).  We will leave on Saturday, 

July 22 on a coach bus for Atlanta.  During our week we 

will work with a variety of social service agencies and 

have time for reflection each day.  We will also visit the 

King Center and have time for play.   

We are currently raising money for the bus to Atlanta. 

The youth will be selling re-usable bags with the Peace 

logo to help reduce the use of plastic bags. They will be 

for sale after worship for $5. (see page 14)  Also, the 

proceeds from this year's rummage sale will go toward 

the bus.  We need youth to help with set up and clean 

up of this year's Rummage Sale.     

Middle School Camping Trip at  
Fenske Lake Campground  

August 20–22 
   Join us for our annual trip into the BWCA! We 
will stay at Fenske Lake Campground on the Echo 
Trail at their beautiful group site. Activities include 
swimming, hiking, S'more making/eating, sleeping 
in tents, and just getting to know each other 
better. They have a wonderful swimming beach, 
fishing pier and camp sites. On Monday we will 
venture into the BWCA to see the pictographs on 
Lake Hegman and take time for swimming and 
fishing. We also plan to visit the Wolf Center.  

   All youth 6 – 8 grade are welcome! We will 
leave after worship on Sunday August 20 and 
return on Tuesday August 22 in the afternoon. 
Pastor Kathy and Nathan will lead the trip but will 
need other adult chaperones—think about joining 
us! See Nathan or Kathy for more information! 

Peace Church 145th Anniversary—The History of the Peace Bells 

In 1872, 15 German families, with the help of traveling missionary, Louis von Rague, organized St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Church, the former name of Peace Church.  After its building was constructed at Third Street and 
10th Avenue East in 1873, the congregation asked Emperor Wilhelm I of Germany for a bell to call members to 
Sunday worship. 

In 1874, the emperor gave the church a French cannon captured in 
Germany in the Franco-German War of 1870-71.  The cannon was 
melted into a 900-pound bell that still hangs atop the current Peace 
Tower. 

During World War I, there was a strong anti-German feeling in Duluth.  
Some Duluthians asked the pastor, Rev. Paul Bratzel, to remove the bell 
from the tower, put it in a parade down Superior Street, then melt it to be 
used for ammunition against Germany.  The congregation voted an 
emphatic “no”. 

In the 1950’s, plans were made to build a new place of worship at the 
church’s current site.  Included in the plans was the construction of a 
Peace Bell Tower, where another implement of war would join the old 
bell.  The biblical text, “And they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares...and learn war no more,” motivated a request to President 
Eisenhower for an implement of war. The president indefinitely loaned the 
church a 1,000-pound bell from the World War II vessel, the USS Ascella.  

The bell arrived in Duluth by ship as part of the celebration of the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway in 1959. 

A third bell was cast from 1,500 pounds of scrap brass collected from the community, including many 
donations of shell casings from the World Wars. 

Each Sunday morning, as the congregation begins worship, the bells are rung as a reminder of the biblical 
text to “learn war no more”. 

From the “Duluth Minnesotan”  
 August 15, 1874 
“The new bell for the Duluth German 
Evangelical Church, manufactured 
from the cannon which was on 
exhibition in this city a few weeks 
since has arrived and been placed in 
position in the belfry of the church at 
the corner of 10th Ave East and 3rd 
St. It weighs 900 lbs. and has a clear, 
melodious tone. This bell, it will be 
remembered, is a present to the 
Church from Emperor William  
of Germany.” 

From June 18, 1944 church newsletter : 
“All present rumors to the effect that this bell is completely worn out, and very dangerous, 
lest it might come crashing down one of these days, are without ground. The pastor climbed 
into the belfry recently to examine this bell and to grease the journals. He found it not the 
least bit worn. It is in perfect condition in every way, and looks as though it could last a 
thousand years. After all, bells seldom wear out. Some of the bells that have been in use for 
a thousand years in Europe are still in use today. For seventy years, this old bell has said to 
this community: ‘Come, come to church’.”  
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Calling all our little Peace Yogis!  
Wednesdays, May 10 & 24, 4:45-5:30pm 

Fireside Room 
This is an opportunity at Peace for children to 

practice mindfulness, increase strength and balance 
and just have some silly fun whether it's roaring in lion 
pose, practicing deep breathing or chanting a yoga 
mantra. Class will take place the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month from 4:45 to 5:30pm in the 
Fireside Room. This class is geared for ages 4-10.  
Please have your child bring a yoga mat or a beach 
towel and wear comfortable clothing.  
    Come a few minutes early so your child can begin 
class on time. Any questions, ask Elise Courtright 
(courtrightelise@gmail.com) or call the church office. 
Hope you can come! 

Vacation Bible School 
June 12 – 16, 9am–12noon 

Wizards and Wonders:  
A Hero’s Journey With Harry Potter 

Four year olds to kids entering fifth grade 

   VBS will be held here at Peace 
Church. Cost: $25 per child if you 
register before June 11 ($75 max per 
family), or $35 per child if you register 
on the first day of VBS ($100 max per 
family). See registration form on back 
of this page. 

   Based on the Harry Potter books, Wizards and 
Wonders weaves the magic of Hogwarts together 
with Christian themes of love, calling, and 
community. Through drama, crafts and games, kids 
connect the hero's story to Bible stories. In an 
engaging set of experiences, mirroring some of 
Harry's, you will explore issues of identity, alliances, 
team work, spiritual gifts, life's direction, temptations, 
moral choices, courage and faith.  Come join in  
the magic! 

Donation Slips will be available soon in the 
Entryway! Donating to VBS is so helpful in 
keeping the costs down!  Please take a donation slip 
or two or three! We appreciate all different kinds of 
support.  

We are looking for youth and adult volunteers 
now! Are you willing to help lead a station 
for one or two days, or even the whole 
week? Stations will include: Arts and Crafts, 
Snacks, and Games (see below).  Let Kelli 
know if you are interested in being involved. 
(kelli@peaceucc.org or 724-3637)   

Youth Leaders needed! 
We need your energy, positive attitude, 

experience, and enthusiasm to help make 
VBS extraordinary for the kids participating. 
As Shepherd Guides you will lead our 
younger kids to each of their stations and make sure 
everyone is safe. Your participation can be SO 
memorable for both you and the younger kids.  

Adult Leaders Needed! 
We are looking for adults to team-lead VBS 

activity stations.  

Crafts Leader for Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. 

Games Leader for Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. 

A Snack Helper for Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. 

Two Preschool leaders. 

The kids are great and enjoy having you help 
them learn. Please let Kelli know if you can help. 

Vacation Bible School / Sunday School 

Sunday School 

Last Day of Sunday School is May 21 
We will begin in our classrooms and then move to 

the Fellowship Hall for some songs, a thank you to our 
teachers, and a farewell until fall. 

TEACHERS: Some items for you: 

♦ ONLY three days 
of regular class left… 
yikes! If you have 
questions, comments or 
concerns, talk to Kelli. 
Otherwise enjoy these 
last few sessions with 
your students. Get 
outside, be inspired, 
enjoy yourself, have fun!  

♦ On or after May 21 
PLEASE, empty and 
clean out your  
bin and leave it in the 
Craft Closet downstairs 
across from the Music 
Room. If there are salvageable supplies for next year, 
please put them away, in the appropriate bins, as well. 
Also, please leave all curriculum books in your bin. 
Thank you! 

Would you like to be a Sunday School 
teacher next year?  

As this Sunday school year 
winds down, we’re already 
looking ahead to the fall. Join 
a group of dedicated and 
enthusiastic folks who help 
kids develop and grow in 
their faith. You don’t need to 
have a degree in theology or 
even have taught Sunday 
School before! Contact Kelli 
if you’re interested. 

Sunday School in May 
May 7—Early Believers 

Acts 2:43-47; 4:32-37  

God’s people share. 

May 14—God’s House 
John 14: 1-14 

I have a room in God’s House. 

May 21—The Promise of 
the Holy Spirit 

John 14: 15-21 

Jesus told the truth. 

Have a great summer—
hope to see you all at 

VBS  
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Vacation Bible School Hosted by Peace United Church of Christ and Pilgrim Congregational Church 

Wizards and Wonders: A Hero’s Journey with Harry Potter 

June 12 through June 16, 2017    9 am to 12pm 

Peace United Church of Christ, 1111 N 11th Ave E, Duluth, MN 55805 Phone: 218-724-3637 

COST: $25 per child registered by Sunday, June 11th ($75 max/family) 

OR  $35 per child on the first day of VBS ($100 max/family) Scholarships available if needed 

Make Checks Payable to: Peace Church  

Name of Parent (or Adult Contact Person):_______________________________________________  

Address (please include zip code):_____________________________________________________  

Home Phone (with area code):________________Contact Person’s Cell Phone:_________________ 

Work Phone:        Household e-mail:_______________________________________ 

Church Affiliation (Circle one)   Peace Church              Pilgrim Church             Other  

Child #1 

Name:____________________Nickname:_______ 

Age: (as of 9/1) ________ DOB:_____/_____/_____ 

School: ____________________  Grade:  

Allergies, medical or behavioral info for teacher: 

  

  

Please Circle One:  This Will  or   Will Not be my child's first large-

group experience other than Sunday school. 

ONE friend my child would like to be with (near in age): 

Days attending:   M    T    W    TH    F 

Child #2 

Name:____________________Nickname:_______ 

Age: (as of 9/1) _________ DOB:_____/_____/_____ 

School: ____________________  Grade:  

Allergies, medical or behavioral info for teacher: 

  

  

Please Circle One:  This Will  or   Will Not be my child's first large-

group experience other than Sunday school. 

ONE friend my child would like to be with (near in age): 

Days attending:   M    T    W    TH    F 

Child #3 

Name:____________________Nickname:_______ 

Age: (as of 9/1) ________ DOB:_____/_____/_____ 

School: ____________________  Grade:  

Allergies, medical or behavioral info for teacher: 

  

  

Please Circle One:  This Will  or   Will Not be my child's first large-

group experience other than Sunday school. 

ONE friend my child would like to be with (near in age): 

Days attending:   M    T    W    TH    F 

Child #4 

Name:____________________Nickname:_______ 

Age: (as of 9/1) _________ DOB:_____/_____/_____ 

School: ____________________  Grade:  

Allergies, medical or behavioral info for teacher: 

  

  

Please Circle One:  This Will  or   Will Not be my child's first large-

group experience other than Sunday school. 

ONE friend my child would like to be with (near in age): 

Days attending:   M    T    W    TH    F 

Person Responsible for picking up children at end of VBS day? 

Name: _______________________  Phone #:_________________ 

Parents: Are you or your middle school/high school-age youth able to volunteer? 

Name(s):_______________________________________________     Days available:   M    T    W    TH    F  

1) Activity Leader or Activity Assistant   2) Daily Registration   3) Music   4) Shepherd Guide (youth) 
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Voices for Justice 

Voices for Justice    Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice.  We are energized and 

heartened by hearing each other’s stories.  Each month, we will share a brief story from members of our 
community, learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes.  If you would like to share 
your story, or want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office.   

Glenn Maxham—Sharing Life Stories 
Glenn Maxham has spent his life listening to and reporting on people’s life stories. 

As a radio announcer, reporter, and writer of histories, he knows the importance of 
stories.  Even now he continues to write, working on revising his book The Fires of 
1918, in time for the centennial of the Cloquet-Duluth-Moose Lake fires.      

Glenn was born in Rockford, Illinois, but early in his life his family moved to 
Minnesota City, near Winona.  He graduated from Winona High School in 1948.  He 
had always wanted to get into radio, and so shortly after graduating he went to a radio 
announcing school in Minneapolis.  He remembers you paid your tuition weekly. The 
Browns, who ran the school, found Glenn a job even before he graduated.  He went to 
work at a radio station in Houghton, Michigan, where he was a staff announcer doing 
the news and a general reporter. He loved the Copper Country. 

He was drafted during the Korean War and was scheduled to go with a combat unit to the front lines.  He was 
blessed with an opportunity to work as a radio announcer serving in Japan.  He remembers his interview with a 
Navy captain, who ripped the news feed off and said: “read.”  Glenn thankfully did well.  He was an announcer 
over all of East Asia for two years and served as a disc jockey to the troops from 8pm to midnight.  He would play 
tunes from the big band era and helped the troops through the sharing of music and stories.  He remembers guys 
telling him how they would listen to the tunes while they were dug in.    

In 1953, Glenn returned to the States and was hired by WEBC radio in Duluth. He worked for them for three 
years and then got hired by Channel 6.  This was the beginning of his work in television.  He was the news 
director for four years at Channel 6 and then went to Channel 3 to work as news director, then as an anchor man.  

Glenn then created his own production company, Maxham Films.  He produced videos on mining and lots of 
educational pieces for the public schools – history and natural history videos that were used in Minnesota, 
Wisconsin and Michigan school districts.  He also produced a written weekly reader called the Gopher Gazette for 
Minnesota sixth graders.  

Glenn also worked for Channel 8 (PBS), hosting Venture North.  He loves hearing the stories of others and 
sharing them with the world.  “Remembering our histories is so important.”  One of his favorite interviews was with 
Albert Wilson, the last survivor of the Civil War.  Albert, who died at age 109, had served as a drummer in the 
Civil War. He lived here in Duluth.  Glenn said it felt like shaking hands with history to meet with him.  He also had 
the opportunity to interview John Kennedy when he was campaigning here.  That also was a very moving 
experience.     

Glenn says he always looked out for the underdog. His job was to make sure that people’s stories got told. 
The world is full of interesting people, and Glenn still has much more to learn and write about them.   

Interviewed by Kathy Nelson 

2017 Peace Cookbook  

$15 each, or 2 for $25 
The spiral-bound book features tasty recipes 
submitted by members, family and friends of 
Peace Church. 

Photos, notes about the church and table 
graces are included.  Books will be sold in the 
narthex on Sundays, and anytime in the 
church office. 

Note: There is one correction to make if you 
purchased a cookbook: On page 93 in the 
recipe for “Coconut Shortbread Cookies”, 
please add 2 cups Flour. 

Passing the Bread of Life and the 

Cup of Blessing, at Holy Saturday 

Easter Vigil on the Beach. 

Sharing Communion at Easter Vigil 
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Easter Report from East Timor—by Tom and Monica Liddle 

Easter happened here in Lospalos even without the Easter Bunny. 

Instead, we hosted the Lospalos Easter Youth Event: 80 youth, 5 pastors — 
with 1 goat, 10 frozen chickens, 90 kilos of rice, lots of vegetables, 1 water 
well, 2 toilets, and in the end, only 1 garbage can of trash. 

Youth from the eastern part of Timor gathered here in our church compound 
for 48 hours of singing, playing, eating and learning together. Some kids rode 
buses and open bed trucks for 6 hours on bumpy, curvy roads to come. Church 
women cooked over open fires all day and night, and there was plenty to go 
around for every meal. Kitchen duty for the kids meant boys hauling up water 
from the well and girls prepping vegetables and washing dishes in buckets 
beside the well, at night by moonlight. 

The day before our guests arrived, our local youth were preparing the 
space, and one kid went to use the church toilet. She came back and reported that the toilet overflowed. On 
further assessment, it was decided that the toilet was “full”, and thus, unusable. This meant that 1 of the 2 
toilets we were planning on the kids using, was no good. As you can imagine, this presented a dilemma, 
considering 50 guests were slated to descend on us the following day. Tom and I were immediately concerned 
about the “tee arbiriu”, or “random pooping”, issue, thinking that kids would just head over to the banana trees 
behind the church to do their business. But, no one else was as concerned as we were, and soon, a solution 

suitable to all using the private toilets available was devised. It worked, too. 

   Clinic staff and I performed a theatre piece on gonorrhea. This segued 
into a broader talk on sexually transmitted infections, HIV/AIDS, and safe 
sex. We had recently diagnosed a young man in the clinic with gonorrhea 
(thanks to Amena Cristovao’s laboratory skills), and we used the story in 
our drama. Pretty certain the youth had never heard the word “gonorrhea” 
before now, so I made sure the staff repeated it profusely during the show. 
Tom thought our sex talk was one of the highlights of the youth event; I 
hope the kids thought so, too. At least, I hope they remember something 
about STIs. 

   The first night, all the girls slept, for a little bit, on the church floor and on 
the wooden pews. At midnight when they were starting to settle down, none 
of the female pastors were bedding down in the church, and Hannah came 

home distressed that no adult was there. I foolishly volunteered to sleep there, somehow thinking I might get to 
sleep with about 50 teenage girls and their cell phones. You can imagine how happy I was when I found 
earplugs in my sweatshirt pocket! Alas, I had just fallen asleep when Hannah came shaking me awake, 
because someone had to pee and I was holding all the keys (the girls were locked in the church for security). I 
got up to let the girl out to go in the grass, but the chatter continued through the night, and my earplugs were 
never to find my ears again. 

On the last day of the event, we had a conflict. 
Someone’s computer speaker had been stolen.  
It was decided that there would be a bag check,  
and I was included in checking some of the girls’ 
bags. Now imagine the duffle most teens would bring 
for a 3-day co-ed gig. I searched one girl’s bag, and 
the only thing inside was a single shirt and a comb.  
If Tom and I ever thought we were minimalists, we 
don’t know the meaning of the word when we 
compare ourselves to Timorese, whether kids  
or adults. 

Anyway, the bag check “worked”, because the 
taker stealthily returned the stolen property amidst 
the searching, and we ended the event on a high 
note of forgiveness and grace. For me, this event 
reminded me why we are here in East Timor: to offer 
our gifts, and to receive the gift of community that comes when you gather people in one place for a few days, 
with a goat, a few chickens, lots of rice, and a well full of water. 

Donations to support the Liddles mission in East Timor can be written out to Peace Church, with Liddles or East 
Timor in the memo. Read more interesting blog posts at www.timorsite.wordpress.com.  
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Acting for Justice 

Peace Church Team exploring the possibility of  
becoming a Sanctuary Congregation 

We are a people in whom the tradition of hospitality runs deep.  Very early 
in our history, our ancestors understood what it was to be “a stranger in a 
strange land.”  After the Hebrew slaves left Egypt, they wandered in the 
desert for more than a generation.  There Moses gave them the framework 
for their life as a community.  Among the most important commands was this: 

For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, 
mighty and awesome, who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, 
and who loves the strangers, providing them with food and clothing.. You 
shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.  
(Deuteronomy 10:18-19) 

In one of his best known teachings, Jesus said, “I was a stranger, and you 
took me in.”  (Matthew 25) 

In Greece and in Rome, later in the Middle Ages and especially in 
England,  sanctuary was a part of the recognized justice system.  Within the 
church, even criminals could take refuge.  In England, once a criminal 
reached church property, the community was obligated to provide food and 
care for forty days. 

In much more recent history, churches have offered their buildings as safe 
places, sanctuaries, havens of compassion, to refugees fleeing violence in 
their homeland or the possibility of deportation by the US government. 

Members of Peace are now exploring the feasibility of offering sanctuary.  
There is considerable concern in the Twin Ports communities about the 
increase in deportations and the detainment of foreign nationals with expired 
visas.  Undocumented residents of our communities fear that their families will 
be torn apart and that their hard work, taxes paid, and contributions to 
community life will count for nothing.  At nearby colleges and universities, 
international students are wary about their future studies and plans. 

On March 25, the Rev. Grant Stevenson, from Minneapolis-St. Paul, came 
to Peace and presented a workshop on Sanctuary Congregations.  There are 
now 32 congregations in Minnesota that have declared themselves to be 
either Sanctuary Congregations or Sanctuary Supporting Congregations.  

In Minnesota, sanctuary congregations are preparing to house individuals 
or a family in their buildings.  Sanctuary supporting congregations declare 
their willingness and ability to be of assistance, providing food, care, financial 
support, and volunteers as needed.  

At a meeting on April 9 during the hour between services, more than 20 
members of Peace expressed interest in exploring what it would mean for 
Peace to become a Sanctuary Church.  Both the Dismantling Racism Team 
and the Hub for Social Justice have endorsed this exploration.  The Church 
Council heard a preliminary report on April 18 and authorized a team of 
volunteers to further explore the possibility of Peace becoming a Sanctuary Church. 

The team is aware that there are many questions that need to 
investigated and addressed.  Work is being divided up among 
subgroups—the subgroups are meeting together at 11:30 on Sundays in 
May.  There is room for additional volunteers who are interested in this 
possibility. 

The team also wants very much to hear your concerns and questions.  
Feel free to drop a comment in the offering plate on a Sunday or send an 
email to the office with “sanctuary” in the memo line.  We’ll route your 
question, concern, interest, or statement of support to the appropriate 
subgroup. 

Kevin Skwira-Brown, the Rev. Charlotte Frantz and Pastor Kathy Nelson 
are serving as a coordinating committee for this exploration.   

What is White 
Privilege?   

On Sunday, April 30
th

, 
Kevin Skwira-Brown will be 
presenting a workshop on 
white privilege for members of 
CHUM congregations.  It will 
be held at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church from 2:30 
- 4:30 p.m. This  builds on 
material on the April 6th 
"What is Privilege?" 
workshop.  

 If you did not attend the 
introductory workshop, come 
at 2:00 on the 30th for a catch
-up. Here is the link to register 
https://goo.gl/
forms/16aLU7dRlEh6l11M2. 
Although not required, pre-
registration is requested.  This 
workshop is free of charge 
and made possible by a grant 
from the American Baptist 
Church. 

Spiritual Companions 
At times we all need a 

safe and sacred space where 

someone cares to listen and 

travel with us through a trying 

time or a time when we need 

to or want to share our story 

in a confidential space. 

Spiritual companioning offers 

such a place.  

A spiritual companion will 

listen and offer companionship 

for just one conversation or 

several conversations in an 

atmosphere of trust and 

holiness. All spiritual 

companions are trained in 

some aspect of ministry and 

are available to all. If you 

would like to meet with a 

Spiritual Companion, contact 

Pastor Kathy.  

The Spiritual Companions 

are Terese Tomanek, Bob 

Stevens, Cheryl Walsh, Leslie 

Williamson White, Regina 

Laroche, Liz Liebenstein and 

Marilyn Mayry.  
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Moderator’s Report / Peace Church News 

Team and Committee Meetings 

Children’s Ministry will meet on Tuesday  
May 2 at 5:30pm in Conference Room. 

Stewardship Team will meet on Thursday  
May 4 at 5:30pm in the Conference Room.  

Acting for Justice Hub will meet on Sunday  
May 7 at 11:30am in the Music Room. 

Worship and Arts Committee will meet Tuesday 
May 9 at 5:30pm in the sanctuary. 

Dismantling Racism Team will meet on Tuesday 
May 9 at 6:45pm in the Conference Room. 

The History Team will meet in the Heritage 
Room on Wednesday May 10 from 10am-12pm. 

Shared Ministry Team will meet on May 10 at 
4:30pm in the Conference Room.  

Property Team, and Food and Fellowship Team 
will meet Wednesday May 10 at 6pm. 

Finance Team will meet on Wednesday May 10 
at 6pm in the Conference Room. 

Adult Ed Team will meet at 3:30pm Tuesday May 
16 in Conference Room.  

Health and Wellness Team will meet on Sunday 
May 21 at 11:30am in the Conference Room. 

Coordinating Council will meet on 
Tuesday, May 16 at 7pm  

in the Office Conference Room.  

As usual, I have had bits and pieces of Kathy’s 
sermon swirling in my head all week. Since Easter 
Sunday, her statement “don’t focus on the empty tomb, 
pay attention to the gardener” has been my refrain. Pay 
attention to the living, to the hope, to who is right 
around us. Tuesday’s council meeting was an example 
of just that. Charlotte Frantz joined us for the beginning 
of council meeting to talk about the process of Peace 
exploring ways in which our church can be a sanctuary 
for those in need—specifically for those who fear 
deportation. There are many, many questions to ask 
and to answer as we figure out the best ways we can 
support our neighbors. There will be meetings on 
Sundays regularly and lots more information, and I 
encourage you to share your thoughts and get involved 
as you feel you can. This church has been a place of 
peace and welcome for so many throughout the 
years…may we continue to do so.    

Oh, and the finances are still good (hooray), worship 
is fantastic, committees continue to do their work in our 
building and in the community and VBS is coming 
sooner than we know!  

Respectfully,  

Julie Flotten, Peace Church Moderator 

Second Inquirers Class  
Wednesday, May 3 from 6:00 – 7:00 pm  
Dinner  at 5:30 in the Fellowship Hall 

    Come meet others who are new to Peace United 
Church of Christ and learn more about this 
congregation and the United Church of Christ.  
Childcare is provided. Come even if you missed the 
first one! We will welcome new members on May 7th 
during worship.  Let Pastor Kathy know if you are 
interested in joining, or call the office, 724-3637.   

Congratulations to High School Graduates 
    We will honor you in 
worship at 10:30 on June 4.  
There will be a special 
breakfast for you and your 
families in the Fellowship Hall 
at 9:30.  Forms and photo 
requests will be mailed to  
you soon.  

   Our graduates are: Ian Anderson, Andrea Brown, 
Wyatt Carlson, Sylvie Deters, Andrew Green, Ellie 
Hoffman, Grant Montgomery, and Isaac Wilkowske.  

Youth Work Camp Fundraiser  
Peace Tote Bag! 

"Bag It, Peace", a fundraiser for the month of 
May, is our way of supporting our Peace youth in the 
work camp trip to Atlanta this summer, as well 
responding to the 
work of Bag It 
Duluth in trying to 
stop the use of 
plastic shopping 
bags and providing 
alternative, reusable 
bags.   

Where and when 
can you get these 
fabulous blue bags 
with the Peace 
Church logo on 
them, you 
ask?  Each Sunday 
morning in May at 
9:30 and 11:30 
(after each 
service), our youth 
will be in the narthex (front entryway) and have 
these bags available for $5 each.  There's a 
limited amount, so get them while you can! 

Strengthen the Church  
UCC Special Offering June 4 
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Peace People  

Thank You! 
To all who participated in our Holy Week and Easter 
Services, and a special shout out to Jim Pospisil, Wendy 
Durrwachter and our choir and all our musicians.  Thanks 
to Brad Bombardier for directing! Special thanks to Frost 
Bowen-Bailey for his horn solo, Erin Rudd and Elena 
Davidson for their duet and Rachel Peterson for singing “In 
the Garden”!  And to Gary Boelhower for his poem, 
“Simple Seed”. 

To our youth who led the early Easter Service and for 
the breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt.  We raised over $700 
at the breakfast for this Summer’s Work Camp bus.  Thank 
you for everyone’s generosity!  Special thanks to Holly 
Bowen Bailey, Jane Rupel, Susan Stermer and others for 
their help in the kitchen.  

To Lucie and Jason Amundsen for donating delicious 
Locally Laid eggs for our Easter breakfast. 

Thank you to all our musicians who provided special 
music during the month of April. Jane Aas, John Erickson, 
Ron Deters, Sam Deters, Mark Hakes, Elijah Jensen, 
Wendy Durrwachter, Brad Bombardier, Nathan Holst, 
choirs from Glen Avon, Pilgrim, and Peace, Mary Pat 
Renaud, Gudrun Witrak, Tim Carpenter, Kirby Wood, Erin 
Rudd, Elena Davidson, Sydney Olson, Lencie Westrick, 
Andre Good, Adrianna Hudyma, Claire Barlass, Hannah 
Feyen, Axel Aas, Connor Feyen, Frost Bowen-Bailey, Dale 
Shimmin, Leon Rohrbaugh, Tom Wilkowske, Ian Connell, 
Jessica Olson, Dave Winchester, Kelli Halsten, Rick 
Dalen. 

From Beth Bartlett: “Thank you to Peace for providing 
such a welcoming space for my student and alumni 
gathering in celebration of my years at UMD.  All who 
came had a wonderful time of meeting old friends and 
making new ones.  It was so wonderful to have all my 
students meet each other across the generations.  Special 
thanks to Janell and Dan for all of their help in setting 
things up and making sure everything was ready and ran 
smoothly!” 

From the Bennetts: “Dear Pastor Kathy and blanket tying 
friends, Thank you for the sweet visit and blanket delivery 
for Baby Eloise. Peace Church does so many thoughtful 
and amazing things for its community/family. So dang 
blessed to be a part of it! Our gratitude, John, Megan, 
George and Eloise. 

Keep in Your Prayers 
Nat Hawley who had surgery to remove five 
lesions from one of her lungs.  She continues to 
receive chemotherapy.  Great news was that the 
cancer was dead in all of the lesions removed!  

Bruce Mork, home on hospice. 

Ron Edmunds who is at home now recovering 
from a stroke. 

Lyle Shannon recovering from a heart 
procedure and Terri Shannon on chemotherapy, 
but feeling really much better these days. 

Bev Zengel on chemotherapy for breast cancer. 

Kelli Farell recovering at home from surgery. 

Sympathy 
Shelly Barlass, on the death of her father on 
April 9. 

Judy Johnson, on the unexpected death of her 
daughter-in-law, Dawn.  

To Ellyn Wiens on the death of her brother. 

Peace Church Library  Check it out! 
New adult books: 
All Will Be Well : A Gathering of Healing Prayers  
 edited by Lyn Klug 
Pilgrimage : Meditations on a Journey of Faith  
 by Patricia D Brown 
Every Last One : A novel by Anna Quindlen 
Becoming Wise : An Inquiry into the Mystery and Art of 
Living by Krista Tippett 
Orphan Train : A Novel by Christina Baker Kline 
The Bean Trees : A Novel by Barbara Kingsolver 
The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls 

Welcome New Members 

Allison and Mike Larson  

Family members: 
Son Oskar Larson 

What is your 
vocation?  
Allison—Student, 
Mike—Student/EVS 

What are your 
hobbies/passions? 
Allison—Arts and crafts, reading, music;  
Mike—Music, working on cars, reading. 

What brought you to Peace? Family roots 
and great people 

What is an obscure fact about yourself that 
others may not know but would enjoy? 
Allison plays 29 different instruments, and Mike 
plays bass guitar. 

New children's books: 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone  
 by J K Rowling 
Am I the Princess or the Frog by Jim Benton 
Black Beauty by Anna Sewell 
Joseph and the Coat of Many Colors  
 by Bill Yenne 
The Story of the Creation by Jane Ray 
When Everyone Was Fast Asleep  
 by Tomie de Paola 
A Friend for Lakota : The Incredible True Story of 
 a Wolf Who Braved Bullying  
 by Jim and Jamie Dutcher  
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       CHUM                Community 

CHUM Annual Spring Assembly 
May 25 at 6:30pm 

Concordia Lutheran Church 
2501 Woodland Ave 

Bishop Tom Aitken (bishop of the 
Northeastern Minnesota Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church) will be 
our keynote speaker. As is our custom, 
we will have fellowship and treats from 
6:30 to 7:00 and then the program 
from 7:00 to about 8:15. Please 
mark your calendars and invite others 
from your congregation to attend. 

We will also be sharing our 2017-
2019 strategic plan (with which many 
of you helped at an assembly last year 
at the Unitarian Church), as well as the 
usual updates on what is going on at 
CHUM. We will welcome with great joy 
First Presbyterian Church as a new 
(actually a returning!) member. 

Faith on the Hill & Beyond 
May 7, 2-4pm 

Pilgrim Congregational UCC 
2310 E 4th Street 

Want to know a little more about 
how to advocate for social 
justice?  CHUM, JRLC, and Pilgrim 
Congregational Church are hosting an 
informational meeting on May 7th,  
2-4 p.m.  JRLC is the an acronym for 
Joint Religious Legislative Coalition—a 
co-operative, interfaith organization 
that influences Minnesota public policy 
from the perspective of Jewish, 
Christian and Islamic traditions.  Learn 
how to make your voice heard and 
how to advocate for the social justice 
concerns that are important to you.   

Letter Carrier’s Food Drive 
May 11, 8am-4pm 

This spring food drive helps the Food 
Shelf address summer hunger, when 
children are no longer in school. 
Volunteers needed! 

Tents, Sleeping Bags Needed 
Deb Holman's Street Outreach 

Program is in need of tents/sleeping 
bags and tarps ( preferably not blue) 
for people experiencing 
homelessness. She is receiving many 
requests but Chum has none 
available. They can be dropped off at 
CHUM! (102 W. 2nd. Street) 

Local Solutions to Poverty Candidate Forum 

Friday, May 5 from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm.  

Dinner will be served at 5:30 at the Dr. Robert Powless Cultural 
Center (Trepanier Hall), 202 West Second Street, Duluth, MN 55802  

The Local Solutions to Poverty Candidate Forum is a public forum 
where Duluthians affected by poverty share their experience and 
propose solutions to candidates in state, county and city elections. 
For those of you who are new to this event, please visit our facebook 
page for our timeline and archived video: https://www.facebook.com/
LSPCFDuluth/ 

YWCA Annual Mother’s Day Walk/Run and Expo 

Saturday May 13 at Clyde Iron Works 

7am: Registration and Health and Wellness Vendor Expo opens 

7:45am – Betty Brasgala 5K Race—women-identifying only—
promoting breast cancer and women’s health awareness. 

8:30am – Youth Fun Run for all 

8:45am – Two Mile Walk for all  

For more info or to register, ywcaduluth.org/mdwr 

St. Mark’s Fashion Show and Luncheon 
Saturday May 13 at 11am 

Pilgrim Congregational Church 

Benefit for St. Mark AME’s “Robbie’s Closet” clothing ministry Tickets 
are $10.00, available at Peace Church office. For more information 
contact Janet Kennedy @ 218-349-8057. 

Temple Israel of Duluth hosts “Learner’s Lunch”  
Wednesday, May 17 at 11:30am 

Speaker Terese Tomanek, a Peace Church member, will share 
reflections on her recent study trip entitled, “A look at Israel from the 
Palestinian side.” Reservations required by May 10

th
.Please call 

Temple at 724-8857 or e-mail admin@jewishduluth.org. 

Free will offering for the luncheon.   

Duluth Monarch Festival 

Saturday May 20 — 10am-2pm at the Coppertop Church 

Fun kid’s activities, Milkweed plants and native pollinator plants for 
sale; free milkweed seed; information booths; Monarch t-shirts, books, 
toys, gifts; Duluth children’s author, Linda Glaser; Lake Superior Zoo; 
Beekeepers, and much more! 

El Oasis del Norte food truck for lunch, and Love Creamery Ice 
Cream for snacks! 

$5 adult admission—kids free when accompanied by adult. 

Sponsored by Duluth Monarch Buddies 

Pink Scarves for Breast Cancer Awareness 
Please consider knitting a pink scarf, or more than one. The scarves 
will be joined with the already completed 400 foot scarf and displayed 
in the narthex in October for Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 
Instructions for knitting a scarf can be picked up in the church office, 
or contact Linda Goese at goese@chartermi.net 

https://www.facebook.com/LSPCFDuluth/
https://www.facebook.com/LSPCFDuluth/
mailto:admin@jewishduluth.org
mailto:goese@chartermi.net
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 Nursery 
 7 Lisa Fitzpatrick, Laura Greensmith, Alison Wood (back-up) 

14 Rebecca DeSouza, Lori Seele, Veronica Gaidelis-Langer (back-up) 

21 Karen Sheldon, Hilary Neblett, Lyn Kaim (back-up) 

28 Crystal Sjelin, Julie Hein, Crystal Kaczmarczyk (back-up) 

May Volunteer Schedules 

 Lay Readers 

 7 8:30: Bill Simpson 

 10:30: Lori Seele 

14 8:30: Denise Hamsher 

 10:30: Patty Beech 

21 8:30: Sarah Holst 

 10:30: Randy Schmidt 

28 8:30: Taizé 

 10:30: Hope Connell 

 Greeters—10:30 

 7 Cindy Macaulay, Amy & Tavis 
Westbrook 

14 Bill DeRoche, Diane & Mike 
Swanoski 

21 Joan Severson, Caroline Harris, 
Lorraine Anderson 

28 Peggy Skylondz, Lori Williams, 
Lisa Brown 

Damiano Soup Kitchen 
May 14 

1:30pm: Cindi Butcher, Tom & Kim 
Heinitz, Ellen Shelhon, Tara Hoban 

4:20pm: Bridget Reistad, Phyllis & 
Scott Mead, Pam Kramer 

Monday Meals at Dorothy 
Day House (1712 Jefferson) 

 1 Tara Hoban 

 8 Carla Larson 

15 Doug Bowen-Bailey 

22 Gary Boelhower & Anderson 

29 Laura & Jeff Greensmith 

Coming up — June 

Coordinators: 

Cizzarie Schomberg,  

 525-0325 

Janell Kohls, 724-3637 

Martha Minchak & Craig 
Bublitz, 628-3462 

Penny Cragun, 727-2972 

Mark and Jo Johnson,  
612-219-7780 

Bill & Darlene Kohlts,  
525-2548 

Barbara Nelson,  
218-216-4815 

Patricia Nelson, 724-3798 

Kate & Frank Nicoletti,  
724-0758  

Bill Simpson, 341-5695 

Annette Strom & Tim Everson, 
728-9057 

Scott & Shannon Studden,  
525-9951 

Leanne Ventrella, 728-6562 
 

Coffee Hour Teams 

May Schedule 

Coordinators: 

Cindy Macaulay, 722-3432;  

Alison Wood & Julie Flotten,  
724-5690 

May 7 (Julie & Alison) 

Set-up: Marc & Maggie Fink 

Serve/Clean up: Lucas Anderson & 

Danielle Donavan, Lauretta 

Shrake, Bill DeRoche 

May 14 (Cindy) 

Set-up: Craig & Jeannie Peterson 

Serve/Clean up: Phyllis Cook, Matt 

& Patty Johnson 

May 21 (Julie & Alison) 

Set-up: Susan Goltz 

Serve/Clean up: Meads, Netland/

Shepard 

May 28 (Cindy) 

Set-up: Holmstroms 

Serve/Clean up: Volunteers needed 

 

Come at 9:30am for set-up. 

Please bring 3-5 dozen cookies, 

bars, crackers or fruit  

on your day to help. 

Thank you! 

 

 10:30 Ushers    (Lead Usher in bold) 

 7 Warren Post, Jill Bugbee, Heather Muster, Nettie Bothwell  

14 Warren Post, Julie MacKenzie, Phyllis Cook, Marsha Hystead  

21 Warren Post, Cindy Macaulay, 2 volunteers needed 

28 Warren Post, Bridget Reistad, Matt Ryan, Ellen Shelhon  

 

21 Jim & Cindy McLean 

28 Taizé 

  8:30 Ushers  
 7 Bridgett Reistad, Tom Westrum 

14 Lynn & Pat Devlin 

Acolytes  

 7 Katie Kehtel,  
Callan Pfau 

14 Ryan Mittlefehldt,  
Cate Karstens 

21 Elise Westbrook,  
volunteer needed 

Many thanks  
to all our volunteers! 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/acolyte72_web.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/2009-09-01.htm&usg=__0KYVlvahqVkI18mB_wvAAPeSL3A=&h=300&w=327&sz=10&hl=EN&start=37&sig2=uGY
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Peace United Church of Christ 
1111 North 11th Avenue East 
Duluth, MN 55805 
 
(218) 724-3637 
www.peaceucc.org 
E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 
 

 

Non-profit  
Organization 

US Postage PAID 
Permit No. 84 

Duluth, MN 

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF    
Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Ministries:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Kelli Farell 

Visitation:  Cheryl Walsh 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation: Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, and Rev. John Szarke 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY—9-3, PHONE:  218-724-3637 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Kathy:  knelson@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org    
 Jim: jim@peaceucc.org    Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org   Kelli: kelli@peaceucc.org 
    Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org    Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 
  

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events, please email the office. 

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


