
  

 

JUNE 2014 MARCH 2017 

Lent begins in March 

Lenten Vespers – 7:00pm on 
Wednesdays beginning March 8  

“Prayers Around the Cross”  
    Lent began with our Ash Wednesday service on 
March 1. Our Lenten Vespers, “Prayers Around the 
Cross”, will be held each Wednesday at 7pm in the 
Sanctuary during Lent. Join us for this meditative 
worship, which includes quiet singing, silence, prayer 
and the lighting of candles.  Take time each week for 
worship as we journey toward Easter.  This service 
will begin on March 8 and continue until Easter, 
which is April 16. We will have two Easter Services, 
at 8:30am and 10:30am, with breakfast and an 
Easter egg hunt between the services. 

St. Patrick’s Day Scavenger Hunt 
Saturday March 18, 11am-12:30pm 
At Peace Church—All kids welcome! 

Please sign up in Narthex 
Hunt for the gold at the end of the 
rainbow with Northern Expressions 
Arts Collective's Saint Patrick’s Day 
Scavenger Hunt! On Saturday, 
March 18

th
, join Children’s Ministry 

Coordinator Kelli Farell and NEAC to search 
throughout the church and learn more about 
Saint Patrick, decorate shamrock cookies and 
make new friends here at Peace.   

We will meet from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.  This program is open to kids of 
ages 4 and up, but sign-up is required.  The sign-
up sheet is located in the Narthex.  Please 
contact Kelli with questions. 

Birthday Potluck—Sunday March 12 

Celebrating the Cultures of Immigration 
Please join us after the 10:30 service on Sunday 

March 12
th
 for our annual birthday potluck. This year's 

theme celebrates the cultures of immigration. In 
recognition of our origins, the Food and Fellowship 
Team asks that you bring a dish to represent your 
heritage or of someone you admire. Please label 
what the dish is and what country it represents. 
Otherwise, please bring a salad, side or main dish. 
Any potluck offering, whether or not it represents your 
heritage, is welcome!   

Cake, beverages and sausages 
(wurst to celebrate the church’s 
German heritage) will be provided.  
A meatless wurst option will also be 
provided. Feel free to bring a dessert 
if it represents your heritage. 

In addition, we would like to know more about the 
person you are honoring, whether family, friend or 
someone you would like to honor but have never met. 
Complete the form available in the narthex or send a 
narrative email using the guidelines below about the 
individual(s) to the church, office@peaceucc.org or 
Cathy Ameel at ameelcj123@aol.com. Please submit 
by Wednesday March 8

th
. We will display these 

letters/forms during the potluck for all to read. Hope to 
see you there!  

Name of immigrant(s): 

Country of origin: 

A brief description of the individual or family 
(include when they immigrated, to where and any 
highlights) 

Contributed by: 

Winter Camp 
Participants 

2017 

Men’s 
Retreat 

2017 

mailto:office@peaceucc.org
mailto:ameelcj123@aol.com
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From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 

As Jesus draws near to Jerusalem—his final walk that we remember during Lent—he calls himself a chicken.  
I think about chickens a little differently lately thanks to Lucie Amundsen and her book Locally Laid. Lucie writes 
about how much work it was for her family to start their egg farm. They actually had to teach their chickens to be, 
well, chickens. It seems we have so domesticated the heck out of these birds that they had to teach their first 
chickens how to roost—Jason carefully lifting each one up onto the long sticks he had put in place for them in the 
shelters. They had to learn to be themselves—outdoors, cage-free, scratching in the dirt and grass for bugs and 
other tasty morsels. 

Yes, Jesus calls himself a chicken, and perhaps we have domesticated and caged him too. We have to go back 
and really see what he means when he calls himself a hen. Why would he choose that bird? As Barbara Brown 
Taylor wrote, “Given the number of animals available it is curious that Jesus chooses a hen. Where is the biblical 
precedent for that? What about the mighty eagle of Exodus or Hosea’s stealthy leopard? What about the proud 
lion of Juda, mowing down his enemies with a roar? Compared to any of those, a mother hen does not inspire 
much confidence. No wonder some of the chicks decided to go with the fox. 

“But a hen is what Jesus chooses, which—if you think about it—is pretty typical of him. He’s always turning things 
upside down, so that children and peasants wind up on top while kings and scholars land on the bottom. So of 
course he chooses a chicken, which is about as far from a fox as you can get. That way the options become very 
clear: you can live by licking your chops or you can die protecting the chicks.” 

Jesus is always about protecting the chicks. He cries out, “Oh Jerusalem, O Jerusalem! How often I have desired 
to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings.” If you have ever loved someone 
you could not protect, then you understand the depth of Jesus’ lament. He goes to Jerusalem knowing the price 
of justice will cost him everything.  

Dr. Gary Boelhower expresses the depth of God’s lament in this poem  

MEETING OF THE HIGHER POWERS 

Only the higher powers were called  

to the meeting with its one question 

how can we open their eyes 

not because of the improvised explosive devices 

not because of the high walls on the borders 

or immigrants and refugees wandering  

the deserts and the hungry streets 

not because of the white egret’s wings 

oiled black and the rank rivers running  

with poison in the veins of the poor 

not because of all the names for god  

or the rites and rules to keep the others out. 

O Jerusalem, O Jerusalem, how I long to gather you together. Jesus cannot make the people come to him, he 
cannot force them to love one another and to love God. All he could do was show his love; he opened his arms to 
all. He took the most vulnerable position in the world, wings spread and breast exposed. He meant what he 
taught, and that is how he had to stand and continues to stand. 

To be followers of Jesus means that we can find that shelter under his wings. To follow him means that we are to 
take the hen’s position of vulnerability in our city as Jesus did in Jerusalem. We need to learn again the art of 
bread and hear the common heart drum. We are called to be chicken—free range ones, not domesticated and 
caged, but out there risking something. 

Be a chicken, knowing that there is an even greater one sheltering you, calling you home. Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, Aleppo, Los Palos, Mindanao, Duluth…. How often have I desired to gather your children together as 
a hen gathers her brood under her wings. May it be so.  

Peace friends ~ Pastor Kathy  

She was standing straight as a lightning bolt 

her cheek bones brushed with dawn 

and in her arms a child without breath 

taut skin over the ribs and swollen belly 

she kissed with such tenderness the small lifeless body. 

Could the human brain in its next evolution 

escape its protective fear its solitary illusion 

could the hands grow large again 

might these human kind hear the common heart drum 

in the common precious flesh 

could they learn again the art of bread? 

A new, 2017 Peace Cookbook is now available for sale ($15. each, or 2 for $25.) 
The spiral-bound book features tasty recipes submitted by members, family and friends of Peace Church. 

Photos, notes about the church and table graces are included.  Books will be sold between services starting 
March 5th, at the March pot-luck luncheon, and at the church office during the week. 
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Sundays in March 

Sunday, March 5  
 First Sunday of Lent  

Scripture:  Romans 5: 12 – 19  
 and Matthew 4: 1 – 11 

Sermon:  “Tempted”  

This morning we will celebrate 
communion at both of our services.  The 
Peace Band and our choir will provide 
music at the 10:30 service. 

Sunday, March 12  
 Second Sunday of Lent  

Scripture:  Genesis 12, Psalm 121  
 and John 3;:1 – 17  

Sermon: Nathan Holst, our Faith 
Formation Pastor, will be our preacher 
this morning.  Music by the choir and 
Leon Rohrbaugh and friends.  

Sunday, March 19  
Third Sunday of Lent  

Scripture:  John 4: 5 – 42 

Sermon:  “Thirsty Voices”  

This morning Sarah Greer will help to 
lead our music with the choir. 

Sunday, March 26  
 Fourth Sunday in Lent   

Scripture:  John 9: 1 – 41  

Sermon:  “ What Don’t We See?”  

This morning our 8:30 service will be a 
Taizé Service.  We will receive the One 
Great Hour of Sharing Offering at both 
our services this morning.  

Taizé Service  
Fourth Sunday of every month  

at the 8:30 Service 
This service is modeled after the 

services held at the Taizé Community in 
France, and is a worship experience 
wholly dedicated to prayer and to hearing 
God’s word, using song, scripture, and 
silent meditation. 

We continue to have two services each Sunday morning, at 8:30am and 10:30am.  

At our 8:30 service, we share communion every Sunday. At our 10:30 service, we share communion the first 

Sunday of the month. The sermon and children’s time at both services is the same.  On the fourth Sunday of 

each month our 8:30 service is a Taizé Service (prayer, song, scripture, and meditation).  

Sunday Adult Forums 
9:30am in the Fireside Room 

Bible Study “Manna and Mercy” with Nathan Holst 
Are you someone who is interested in learning more about the 

Bible, but find it difficult to get into parts of it or seeing themes in 
the larger story?  Then this study during Lent is for you!   

We’ll look at Dan Erlander’s book “Manna and Mercy”, a 100-
page hand-printed paraphrase of the Bible, from Genesis to 
Revelation—a graphic novel of sorts, written with imagination, 
clarity, humor, and cartoons.  Built around the twin themes of food 
sharing and forgiveness, it helps us to look at scripture with new 
eyes and rediscover how it can become a means of life and grace 
rather than destruction and death.   

We’ll meet on Sunday mornings between services from 9:30-
10:30am for six sessions (March 5, 12, 19, 26 and April 2 and 9).  
As always, you’ll get the most out of it if you come for all the 
sessions, but it’s not required.  Copies are available in the office to 
borrow, or to purchase for $8.  Please contact Nathan if you have 
any questions (nathan@peaceucc.org). 

Healing Prayer  
The Fourth Sunday of each month  

at 11:30am in the sanctuary  
Healing Prayer offers the opportunity 

to share a prayer of concern with a 
caring person and receive a blessing. 

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering  
Received in Worship on Sunday, March 26 

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is a special mission 
offering of the United Church of Christ which involves you in 
disaster, refugee/immigration, and development ministries 
throughout the world. Through OGHS you engage in holistic 
development programs including health care, education, 
agriculture, food sustainability, micro-financing and women’s 
empowerment. Because the UCC relates in mutual partnership to 
churches and organizations through Global Ministries and 
worldwide response and recovery networks, your contributions to 
One Great Hour of Sharing put you in the right place at the right 
time for the relief, accompaniment and recovery of the most 
vulnerable. You meet immediate needs and you address the 
underlying causes that create those needs in the first 

See the chickadee? 
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Faith Formation / Small Groups 

Lenox Women’s Spiritual Life Group 
Monday March 20 at noon  

The 3rd Monday of each month  
Lenox Place, 701 W. Superior St. Apt. 710  
All women are invited to join us at the Lenox 

Building (across from the Duluth downtown library). 

Loni Cran‐Hovis prepares a delicious lunch and 
participants share and reflect on life issues of grief, 
forgiveness, change, and transitions. Women strive 
to connect with their own inner peace. If you have 
questions or need a ride, please call Cheryl Walsh 
(525-4129) or Pastor Kathy (724-3637).  

Monday Women’s Book Group  
March 6 & 20 at 7pm in the Fireside Room 

     During the month of March, the Monday book 
group will continue reading and discussing Making 
Waves: Grassroots Feminism in Duluth and Superior 
by Beth Bartlett.  Have you ever wondered why there 
are so many active, creative organizations in Duluth 
that serve women?  If so, please join us on March 6 
and 20 at 7pm for our discussion.  All women 
welcome! Questions?  email pcragun@d.umn.edu or 
call 727-2972. 

Peace Grief Support Group 

Sunday March 12, noon to 1pm  
in the Peace Church Chapel 

Facilitated by Chaplains Deborah Cooper  
& Gudrun Witrak 

The Grief Group will now be meeting on the 
second Sunday of the month, from noon to 1pm.   
This is a support group for individuals dealing with the 
death of a loved one, or other life changing losses. 
We gather downstairs in the Chapel. All are welcome. 

We hold in our hearts and in prayer at this time,  
all those in our faith community who bear the burden 
of loss.    

Chaplains Gudrun Witrak & Deb Cooper  

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
Wednesday March 22 at noon 

     Bring your own lunch and share conversation and 
devotions with Pastor Kathy in the Fireside Room. 
Coffee and dessert provided. All women are 
welcome! This month we will talk about John 4, the 
story of the woman at the well.  

Men’s Breakfast 
March 9 & 23, 7am, New London Cafe  

Join us to eat and converse at the New London 
Café, 4721 E Superior Street. We meet every other 
Thursday. All men are invited to attend. 

Mark your calendar! 

Next Peace Church Blood Drive 

Sunday June 4, 8am-12noon 

Also Graduation Sunday 

and Annual Program Meeting 

Usher Appreciation and Training 
Ushers All—past, present or wannabees! Please 

join us in the Music Room after the 10:30 service 
on March 19 for some special treats, conversation, 
training, and a thank you gift. We need to have your 
input on a number of topics. We need the 
experienced ushers to share ideas with our newer 
ushers. We will discuss hospitality issues, safety 
issues, and church concerns, as well as any 
questions you may have.  

We would like to have you join us, whether you 
have been doing this forever or are fairly new. We do 
have some serious issues to discuss and information 
to share. Thank you all for your service. You are a 
great and necessary part of Peace Church!  

Loving Each Other to Death:  
Life transitions, care giving and  

care receiving, and strategies for  
living and dying well. 

We have all most likely heard the expression, "I 
love you to death" but what does it or what can it 
really mean? How do we best do this? 
Life is full of transitions including those we celebrate 
and those we grieve. How can each of us in a caring 
community best support one another through those 
many changes we inevitably experience? We will 
look at ways that we can better understand, support 
and love one another throughout our lives as 
individuals and in community. 

Our first sessions will include conversation 
ignited from Margaret Cruikshank's book Learning 
to Be Old: Gender, Culture and Aging. You need not 
have read the her work to attend, nor do you have 
to be "old". We will discuss many kinds and many 
aspects of transitions. All perspectives are welcome. 
The group will be facilitated by Leah Rogne, Ph.D., 
professor emerita of sociology from Minnesota State 
University, Mankato, where she specialized in aging 
and death and dying. She is the co-editor of 
Advance Care Planning: Communicating about 
Matters of Life and Death. 

Conversations will be on the first and third Thursday 
of the month in the Fireside Room at 6:30pm during 
March and April. Feel free to join us for any or all of 
our conversations.  Marilyn Mayry, co-facilitator.  

mailto:pcragun@d.umn.edu
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Groups, Gatherings, and Opportunities  

Meals at CHUM Drop-in Center 
(1st Ave W and 2nd St.)  

Wednesday Breakfast 

March 1, 15, & 29 
every other Wednesday, 9am-11am 

Join this fun group  
to make breakfast at CHUM! 

Thursday Dinner—March 16 

Third Thursday of each month 4-6pm 
Help and donations are always welcome! Thanks 

to Cathy Carlson who cooks and coordinates this 
meal! Contact Cathy (cathycarlson62@gmail.com) or 
the church office for more info. Let us know if you’d like 
to be on the email list to help provide food and/or help for 
this dinner. 

PALS (Peace Adults Learning and Socializing) 
Thursday March 30—Wolves and Moose 

Presentation by Mike Schrage 

The March PALS event will be  
March 30 at 6:00pm at Mike and 
Jen’s home, 9304 Clyde Ave.  We’ll 
gather for munchies and fellowship, 
and then Mike will give a presentation 
on Minnesota’s moose population and 
some of the wolf research he’s been 
involved with on the Fond du Lac Reservation. 

Please bring an appetizer or a dessert to share 
and a quantity of your favorite adult beverage.   
RSVP’s to mikeschrage@fdlrez.com or 218-343-4206 
by Monday, March 27 would be greatly appreciated. 

Save these dates: 

  April 27 – Astro Bob, arranged by Cindy McLean. 

  May 25 – Rolf Hagberg will talk about the 
Northern Bedrock Historic Preservation Corps. 

“On Being” Podcast Lunch 
(formerly known as TED talks) 
Tuesday March 21 at noon  

Join us in the office conference room as we listen 
to an interesting and inspirational “On Being” episode 
with Krista Tippett. This month we will hear an 
interview with David Whyte, “The Conversational 
Nature of Reality”. 

David Whyte is a poet and philosopher who 
believes in the power of a “beautiful question” amidst 
the drama of work as well as the drama of life — 
amidst the ways the two overlap, whether we want 
them to or not. He shared a deep friendship with the 
late Irish philosopher John O’Donohue. They were, 
David Whyte says, like “two bookends.” More 
recently, he’s written about the consolation, 
nourishment, and underlying meaning of everyday 
words. 

 All are welcome and sandwiches are provided, 
thanks to Nancy Carlson. Meets every third Tuesday 
at noon. 

Soma Yoga Class Monday mornings 
9:00‐10:15am in the Fireside Room 

Do you want to improve your balance, 
strength, flexibility and mindfulness? 
Soma Yoga is safe and gentle, and 
involves a combination of chair, standing, 
and mat poses. You are also welcome to 
stay seated.  

This class is suited for all levels of ability. It is taught 
by congregation member Robin Davidson, physical 

therapist and certified yoga instructor. A free‐will 
offering to Peace Church of $3.00 per class is 

suggested. Questions? Call Robin at 218‐728‐0237.     

Advance Care Directive Workshop  
Sunday, March 5 at 11:45am 

The Health and Wellness Team provides an 
opportunity to consider one’s personal values with the 
support of people from Peace who are skilled at 
providing information and support. After having learned 
more, you can complete your Directive at the workshop 
or take it home.  

Sessions will be held on the FIRST Sunday of 
March and April at 11:45am in the Conference 
Room. Several versions of directives will be available 
for review including the new short form.  

Calling all our little Peace Yogis!  
Wednesday March 8, 4:45-5:15pm 

Fireside Room 
    Does your child 
like to practice 
yoga or would like 
to try for the first 
time? There is now 
an opportunity at 
Peace for children 
to practice 
mindfulness, 
increase strength 

and balance and just have some silly fun whether it's 
roaring in lion pose, practicing deep breathing or 
chanting a yoga mantra.  

Class will take place the second Wednesday of 
each month from 4:45 to 5:15pm in the Fireside 
Room. This class is geared for ages 4-10.  Please 
have your child bring a yoga mat or a beach towel 
and wear comfortable clothing. Come a few minutes 
early so your child can begin class on time.  
     Any questions, ask Elise Courtright 
(courtrightelise@gmail.com  or call the church office. 

mailto:mikeschrage@fdlrez.com
mailto:courtrightelise@gmail.com
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Wednesdays at Peace Church 

First Year  Confirmation  
The first year confirmation class meets on the first 
and third Wednesdays of each month from  
7 – 8:30pm in the Fireside Room.  

Pastor Kathy and Nathan Holst  are the teachers of 
this class.   

March 1 – Attend the Ash Wednesday service. 

March 15 – The Gospel of Mark Chapters 9 and 10.  

Second Year Confirmation  
The second  year confirmation class meets on the 

second and fourth Wednesdays of each month 
from 7 – 8:30pm in the Fireside Room.   

March 8 – Bill Kehtel and other members of our 
history committee will talk about the history of 
Peace Church.  Holy Spirit Papers are Due!!! 

March 22 – Racism and Us. 

Urban Immersion in Minneapolis (see page 9) 
 Friday, March 10 – Sunday, March 12  

Mark your calendars!  
 Confirmation Sunday will be May 21. 

Wednesday Activity Schedule  
5pm: Centering Prayer in Chapel 

5:30-6pm: Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 

6-7pm: Bible Study in the Fireside Room 

6-7pm: Kid’s Club in the  
Mindanao Room (3rd-5th graders) 

6-7:30pm: Middle School Youth Group  
in the Youth Room 

6:15pm: Adult Choir in the Music Room 

7-8:30pm: Confirmation in the Fireside Room 

Childcare is provided in the Nursery from 6 to 
7:30pm for all children 2nd grade and younger. 

Centering Prayer in Chapel  
The Christian practice  

of mindfulness and meditation 

Wednesdays at 5-5:30pm 

Centering Prayer is a modern Christian contemplative 
prayer practice, or a method of meditation. Like all 
methods of meditation the goal of Centering Prayer is 
to free us from what the Buddhists call “monkey mind” 
or the compulsive internal chatter of our minds. All the 
major faith traditions have recognized and placed a 
high value on the transforming power of meditation.  

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
6 pm in the Fireside Room 

Join Pastor Kathy and Rev. Bob Stevens on 
Wednesday evenings, reading the Gospel lesson for 
the coming Sunday using the Lectio Divina method. 
Lectio Divina is listening for the still, small voice of 
God that speaks to us. No prior biblical knowledge 
needed! We close with prayer, each praying for the 
person on his or her right. Join us as we practice this 
ancient and yet very relevant method of Bible study. 

Would you like to sing in the choir?   
We are always welcoming new members.  The 

choir rehearses at 6:15pm every Wednesday in the 
music room (6pm during Lent).  We sing at the 
10:30am service every Sunday.  

The choir director is Jim Pospisil, and the 
accompanist is Wendy Durrwachter. Please contact 
Jim at jim@peaceucc.org, or just show up at a 
rehearsal to give it a try! 

Kids 3rd-5th grade! 
6:00pm to 7:00pm Wednesdays 

Mindanao Room 

Kid’s Club — “Bringing the Bible to Life” 
     Join Children’s Ministry Coordinator Kelli to make 

movies! We are bringing a story from 
the Bible to life through modern 
technology! As a group, kids have 
selected a Bible story and are telling 
it in their own words. They are now 

looking for preparing the set, props 
and costumes.  Join us if you want to be a part of 

movie-making! 

 Kid’s Club Book Club March 22! 
   Kid's Club has book club every 4th 
Wednesday.  March 22

nd
 we will discuss The Littles 

by John Peterson.  All kids in 3rd through 5th grades 
are welcome! Read the book for the first time, or re-
read it, and then join us to talk about it.  Please 
contact Kelli if you need help finding a copy of the 
book. 

 NEW THIS MONTH! Kids 2nd 
grade and under—Come to the 
nursery to play Legos!   

Kids 2
nd

 grade and under are 
welcome in the nursery with 
Childcare staff, Meghan, where 
they may choose to play board 
games, Legos, or play freely. 

Wednesday Dinner Menu 
In March, we will be serving soup and salad every 

Wednesday. 

Vegetarian and gluten free options always provided 

Help is always needed—for prep at 4pm, and for 
clean-up after the meal. Please check your calendar 
and let us know when you can help! 724-3637 

mailto:jim@peaceucc.org
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Peace Church Youth / Nathan’s Column 

    If you’ve been involved with youth group here at 
Peace, or even if you’ve been a part of a group I’ve led 
in the last couple months, chances are you know 
something about Peer Ministry.  And it’s even more 
likely that you know Peer Ministry through that great 
relational tool—which happens to be an acronym—

called Wheat.  Simply put, wheat is a great way to remember questions if you’re talking to someone for the first 
time and want a starting place.  W: Where are you from?  H: What hobbies do you have?  E: What events 
(what’s happened) in your life recently? A: What acquaintances do we both know?  T: What are your favorite 
places you’ve traveled?  I’ll admit that I may be just a bit overly obsessed, but I think it’s pretty fantastic and I 
want to share why I think Peer Ministry is good for our youth and good for our congregation.   

 Let me back up just for a minute.  For those of you who haven’t heard about Peer Ministry, here’s a little 
background.  Peer Ministry Leadership or PML has been around a long time. It is rooted in the work of Dr. 
Barbara Varenhorst, a school counselor in Palo Alto, CA. She would ask her students, "Who do you go to when 
there is something going on in your life or you see something that concerns you for a friend?" Her observation: 
they never said, "You, Barbara!" Instead they almost always mentioned a friend, a peer, as one of the first 
people they confided in. Barbara's premise, "Why am I not giving my students the skills to care, welcome and 
affirm others?" Dr. Varenhorst began a statewide initiative in California called Peer Counseling that quickly 
spread across the country, taking on various forms and titles. Churches started asking Barbara to work with 
them and so she created Peer Ministry.  

 After learning about the good stuff that PML offered, I set up a training for some of our youth and adults here 
at Peace in November, and partnered with Pilgrim UCC and First Lutheran.  We just finished 6 weeks of Peer 
Ministry in our youth group, and after diving into lots of conversations and activities, I’m proud to say that our 
youth now have a whole new set of relational tools and ways of thinking about ministry—one that encourages 
them to be caring leaders.   

 Just as an example, one image that stays with me from all the different activities that we did in Peer Ministry 
is the inward and outward facing circles.  When we talked about what it means to invite people into a group, we 
first had the image of the inward facing circle.  Holding hands in a circle, facing each other, this image is pretty 
typical of many groups that develop, feeling closeness with those we’re with.  But we often don’t realize that any 
visitor coming to try to join in faces our backs, which often is a barrier to joining in and feeling welcome.  In 
contrast, we then turned the circle outward, still holding hands and connecting with each other, but facing any 
outsiders and welcoming them to our group.  In reality, this takes 
intentionality and sometimes requires giving up what we might really want, 
that closeness and safety of a closed group. But not only is facing outward 
what we’re called to in peer ministry, it also lays the ground for potential 
new, rich relationships that we might not have otherwise explored.  It is 
the beginning of what Jesus described as the Kingdom of God.   

 The director of Peer Ministry, Lyle, always says that if youth aren’t 

leading, they’re leaving.  So let’s continue to invite our youth into 

leadership opportunities, giving them the chance to help us continue to 

become an outward facing church, expecting great things of them.  And in 

doing so, we help our whole congregation live out that inspiring vision of 

enough for all, a place where all are welcome.   

Middle School Youth Group  
for 6th-8th graders  —  6-7:30pm  

every Wednesday in the Youth Room 

March Youth Group—March brings us into the 

season of Lent, so we’ll be learning about what 

Lent means, as well as the usual conversation, 

games, and snacks.  Hope to see you all on 

Wednesday nights from 6:00-7:30pm in the  

Youth Room.   

Light in the Cracks by Nathan Holst 

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in” 

  ~Lenard Cohen 

Middle School Youth 
Looking Ahead to Easter! 

Saturday, April 15th, we'll meet at 10am to stuff and 
hide Easter eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt! Please plan 
to come if you can, lots of hands will make short work! 

Sunday, April 16th, Easter Sunday! We are in charge 

of the Easter Drama. We will be talking in youth group 

about who’s interested, but we need folks to commit 

soon to start preparing.   

2017 Artist’s Cabaret 
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Kelli’s Column / News for Kids! 

Lent is fast approaching; this is a time to deepen our relationship with God and reflect on the way God  
has blessed our lives.  For kids, this can be complicated because they can’t always see blessings.  Young 
children see the world in a very concrete way, and it’s our job as parents to help them see and understand  
those abstract blessings. 

     One way to celebrate Lent with our kids is to help them see their 
blessings.  Create a focus on our blessings by creating a Blessings Jar as 
described in flamecreativekids.blogspot.com.  Set up a small jar (a coffee 
can or mason jar will work just fine) and label it “The Blessings Jar” in 
whatever fashion fits your family.  Tear or cut small strips of paper and 
gather some pencils or markers.  Set all of this out together in an accessible 
location, maybe on a tray as a centerpiece or on a coffee table.  Make sure 
all the little kiddos can reach it! 

When someone is nice to you or something good happens to you, write it on 
the paper and put it in the Blessings Jar.  Parents may have to help the 

littlest ones to write it out.  Prepare kids to take special notice of these moments in their day by talking to them in 
advance about the Blessings Jar; this way they will be more likely to remember to write it down.   

Make a routine daily or weekly where you sit down as a family and open the jar and share the many 
blessings you have received.  This is an awesome way for kids to focus on the positive experiences and people 
in their lives, rather than to feel stuck in the negatives.  You could even glue the blessings into a book and keep 
them from year to year to serve as a reminder of the many ways in which God has blessed each of you.   

Practicing faith traditions such as a Blessings Jar can help our kids to have deeper relationships with God; 
additionally, practicing them together strengthens the bond between parents and children.  When parents and 
children have stronger emotional connections, stressful transitions of the day are often eased, leading to more 
harmony at home. 

Children Lighting Candles During Prayers at 10:30 service March 19 

Once again, this month on the 3
rd

 Sunday (March 19
th
) we’re going invite kids (and their parents 

to help!) to come to light candles in the front of the Sanctuary during prayers of the people.  We’ll 

give an explanation in the service again, but the idea is that the kids will line up in front of the 

sand box and after each prayer is shared, one child will light a candle.   

This is one more way to make the service welcoming and engaging to all ages, so look for this 

way of praying on March 19
th
.   

Kids — Come join Sunday School! 
    We’ve had a lot of fun at Sunday School this 

year—singing, stories, crafts, games and 

friends—and we want you to be a part of it with 

us.  We have some amazing teachers here, so 

whether you’re new to Peace or haven’t been 

back to Sunday School for a while, we’d love to 

see you on Sunday mornings at 9:30am in the 

Sanctuary.  Hope to see you soon! 

Change in Sunday School  
for 6th-8th grade class 

Because of a shortage of teachers, and 
inconsistent participation from youth, we are going to 
be reducing our Sunday School programming for this 
age group to two Sundays per month. We will hold a 
gathering in the youth room on the FIRST and 
THIRD Sunday of each month. If anyone has 
questions or is interested in leading, please contact 
Nathan at nathan@peaceucc.org 

This year’s Vacation Bible School – June 12th – June 16th 

VBS will meet 9am – Noon, Monday – Friday. 

4 year olds to kids entering 5th grade 

     We are being proactive and looking for Volunteers early (adults and youth)! Are you willing to help lead a 

station for one or two days, or even the whole week? Stations will include: Arts and Crafts, Snacks, and 

Games.  Let Kelli Farell know if you are interested in being involved. Kelli@peaceucc.org, or 724-3637. 

mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
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Retreats and Work Camps 

Urban Immersion in Minneapolis 
Friday, March 10 – Sunday, March 12  

    Fifteen Confirmands are joining Nathan Holst, 
Ellen Lindgren, Jon Barry, Warren Post and Pastor 
Kathy for a weekend retreat through the 
Minneapolis Council of Churches.  It is a great 
experience of service learning in various social 
service agencies in Minneapolis. 

A typical retreat includes:  

 An interactive exercise about the survival 
choices homeless and working-poor families 
must make each month. 

 Learning what roles self-worth, chemical 
dependency, racism, the economy and 
domestic violence play in poverty and what is 
being done to break the cycle.  

 Volunteering in Twin Cities homeless shelters, 
domestic violence centers, food shelves and 
with other social service programs 

    We will share about our learnings and fun when  
we return!  

2017 Women’s Retreat 
Friday April 28 – Saturday April 29 

Going to the Well — John 4: 5 – 42 

A Spiritual Journey  
with the Samaritan Woman at the Well  

All Peace Church women are invited to join our 
annual Women’s Retreat at the Clearwater Forest 
Retreat Center near Deerwood, Minnesota. We’ll 
convene on Friday evening with dinner, a campfire, and 
the opportunity to get to know each other on a deeper 
level. Saturday morning activities will include small 
group Bible study, a craft project, and time for strolling 
through the beautiful forested grounds. We’ll head home 
after lunch and our closing worship service. 

If you would like to help with the planning, let Pastor 
Kathy know, and attend the planning meeting on March 
26 (see below). Cost is $45 with scholarships available, 
sign up at church outside the office.   

    Worship and Arts         Property Team 

What’s Your  
Favorite Hymn? 

The Worship and Arts 
Committee would like to invite 
anyone in the congregation to 
submit their favorite hymn to 
be included in a future worship 
service. Additionally, if folks 
would share why it is their 
favorite, we could add that to 
the bulletin when we include it 
in the service. Forms can be 
found in the narthex. 

Women’s Retreat Planning meeting will be held on 
Sunday, March 26th at 11:30 in the Fireside Room.   

Senior High Youth Work Camp — DOOR Atlanta  

“Discovering Opportunities for Outreach and Reflection”— July 22 – 29 
Located in the heart of the South, and the home of a Civil Rights Museum, the Martin Luther King Jr. Center, 

and the Carter Center, Atlanta is often seen as the headquarters for civil rights and social justice.  Atlanta is a 
city fueled by many cultures and is a significant immigration center. 
Door participants are greeted with southern hospitality while serving 
people who may be mentally disabled and/or struggling with 
homelessness, or helping recent immigrants transition into a home.  
These experiences help DOOR Atlanta participants break down some 
of the stereotypes that people often have of those in the city and see 
the face of God in those with whom they interact. 

Sign Up Now to Join Kathy, Nathan and others in this weeklong 
experience with DOOR – Discovering Opportunities for Outreach and 
Reflection in Atlanta, Georgia.  The cost is $400 with scholarships 
available.  We will also be doing some major fundraising to help with 
the costs of a bus to take us there and back.  Sign up in the office with 
a $100 deposit ASAP to hold your spot.  

Summer Work Camp Meeting   
Sunday March 19th  

11:45 in the Sanctuary .  

If you are going on or thinking about 
going with us to Atlanta this July, 
come to an important meeting on 
March 19

th
. We will talk about hopes 

for the trip, fundraising ideas and 
collect deposits to hold your spot. 

“Striving to be open and accessible to all people.”  At 
Peace Church, we take this mission seriously.  Recently 
the Peace Property Committee received a gentle reminder 
that the restroom doors on the main floor are difficult to 
open for some individuals.  We went to work asking for the 
council’s approval, requesting bids for installing automated equipment, 
selecting a contractor and an electrician.  The task was completed in mid-
January and now both restrooms are equipped with automated doors.   

We know how much the younger crowd loves automation.  Adults can help 
reduce unnecessary use by reminding children that the big push buttons on 
the outside and inside have a special use and teaching them the appropriate 
use.  This also applies to the exterior automated doors.  We appreciate your 
diligence.   Peace Church Property Committee 
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Resistance and Renewal:  
Writing and Social Change 

What is the connection between writing 
and social change? 

How do we bear witness, work for 
justice, speak our hearts and minds? 

Writing is a sacred act and a 
transformative blessing.  

There is a long history of writers 
speaking out about social injustice—
poets and authors bearing witness, 
offering hope, creating change.   

This workshop will focus on the power 
of writing as social change.  We will 
read selected pieces from this 
tradition, while focusing on our own 
writing.  

The workshop is open to everyone, 
whether or not you consider yourself a 
writer.   

It is an opportunity to give voice to your 
thoughts, to hear and to be heard. 

    The group will meet on Thursday 
evenings (6:00—8:00 p.m.), from 
April 27 – May 25, in the Fireside 
Room at Peace Church.  For further 
information, contact Pamela 
Mittlefehldt (218-525-3693; 
pjmarch4@aol.com).  If you are 
interested in participating, please sign 
up in the Narthex or contact the Peace 
Church office:  218-724-3637; 
office@peaceucc.org). 

Film— “Bag It” 
Thursday March 9 at 7pm  
Peace Church Sanctuary 

   Join the Peace Church FEET for a 
showing of Bag It: Is Your Life Too 
Plastic? and a discussion with Bag 
it Duluth Organization.  “Bag It” is the 
2010 award winning American film 
exposing the effects of plastic bags 
and other plastic consumer 
merchandise, and its effects on land 
ecosystems, the marine environment 
and the human body. FEET is a 
supporter of the Bag it Duluth: For the 
Love of Place Campaign, which is 
working to introduce a Duluth 
ordinance, modeled after legislation in 
California, Minneapolis and Chicago, 
which promotes reusable bags and 
ecologically responsible to-go 
containers.  

The movie is 45 minutes long. Bring 
your questions! For more information 
visit www.bagitduluth.org  

Acting for Justice 

Support for our Muslim Brothers and Sisters 

This is the letter that was endorsed by the Peace Church congregation at 
our Annual Meeting on January 29th.  We stand together with our Muslim 
brothers and sisters.  This was a combined effort ,but started by members 
of Temple Israel in Duluth.   

We have been inundated in recent days with a flurry of actions, attitudes 
and speech, on a national and local level, that is derogatory, divisive, and 
hateful. We are deeply disturbed by the disparagement of certain faith 
groups in our country and the exclusion of refugees of war and 
oppression based on their faith and land of origin.   

Such activity works against the principles that a peaceful society must 
maintain if it is to remain so for all its inhabitants. Among the most 
important are respect and the Golden Rule. These principles require us to 
continuously make an effort to balance the responsibility of our right to 
freedom and free speech with the rights and dignity of others. Our very 
existence depends on it, as does any hope for the future.   

It is in this spirit, as people of good conscience and communities of faith, 
that we stand in solidarity with our Muslim neighbors, honoring their faith 
and the right to practice it in peace, upholding their traditions and 
everything they hold sacred. We stand with people of all faiths and 
spiritual practice. We know that we don’t elevate our own faith by 
disparaging the faith of others. We know that as we pursue our path of 
spiritual connection, growth, and betterment of the world we are 
especially charged with this responsibility – to meet our neighbors with 
love and compassion, to treat them as we would be treated and to respect 
all others who think, act, appear, and believe differently.   

We invite those who wish to seek peace and understanding to pursue the 
dissolution of fear and anger and engage instead in dialogue and 
learning. Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota has put out a curriculum 
called, My Neighbor is a Muslim: a Small Group Study Exploring the 
Muslim Faith. This material has been endorsed by Imam Hassan Ali 
Mohamud who states, “It is a great educational piece which I recommend 
that everyone in America read and pass on to his/her neighbor to correct 
the misconceptions about the religion of Islam and Muslims.” The 
curriculum can be found at http://lssmn.org/refugeeservices/study/ 

It might be a good place to begin. Let us all continue the holy work of 
building a better world.  

In Peace, 

Temple Israel Duluth Board of Trustees; Temple Israel Social Action 
Committee; Temple Israel Members & Families: Tina & Jim Alcala 
Sales, Andrea Gelb, Susan Ginsburg, Gerald Wallace, Holly Church & 
Mike Grossman, Chris King, John & Toby Sillanpa, Allyz Kramer Polacsek 
& Bart Polacsek, Linda Glaser & John Herold, Jack & Cindy Seiler, Steve 
Davis & Terese Tomanek, Ben Yokel, Jim Perlman, Michele Wallerstein, 
Dave & Deb Carroll, Theresa Neo, Debbie Freedman & Peter Wodrich, 
Rob Shamblott, Janet Rosen, Tom & Andrea Buck, Rochelle Rubin, 
Susan Rees, Gayle Held, Alexis Pogorelskin, Judith Karon, Peg Mold, 
Fred & Alana Friedman; Peace United Church of Christ Congregation: 
Rev. Kathy Nelson, Rev. Charlotte Frantz; Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
Council: Rev. David Carlson; Duluth-Superior Friends Meeting 
(Quakers;, Oreck-Alpern Interreligious Forum Board: Elyse Carter 
Vosen, Director, Gary Boelhower, Sr. Elizabeth Farias, Deborah Faul, 
Andrea Gelb, Sr. Sarah Smedman; Individuals: Bishop Thomas Aitken of 
Northeastern Minnesota Synod ELCA, Rev. Bruce Johnson of UUC, Rev. 
Dr. Cheryl Fleckenstein—ELCA, Rev. Loren Anderson-Bauer of Holy 
Cross Lutheran, Rev. Judith Anderson-Bauer, Rev. Gregory R. Garmer, 
Pastor Dianne O. Loufman of First Lutheran, Pastor Kristin Foster of 
Messiah Lutheran, Pastor Jennifer Amy-Dressler, Jocelyn Heid & Francis 
Heid Jr., Lyn & John Clark Pegg, Ann Mahoney & Richard Dolezal, Mary 
Casey Ladd. 

mailto:pjmarch4@aol.com
http://www.bagitduluth.org
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  Dismantling Racism          Global Ministries  

Dismantling Racism Events  
coming up in March 

Films shown on Thursdays,  
March 16, 23, & 30 at 6:30pm  

in the Sanctuary 
The Dismantling Racism Team 

invites you to see two films this month 
(in place of the originally planned book 
study).  We will be showing "Thirteenth" 
and "The Doctrine of Discovery" as a 
way to more deeply engage our history 
and our call to dismantle racism.   

“Thirteenth” particularly explores the 
history of race and the criminal justice 
system, arguing that mass incarceration 
is an extension of slavery.  And “The 
Doctrine of Discovery” takes an 
illuminating look at the history of the 
relationship between indigenous people 
on this land and white settlers, tracing 
the roots of thought back to the 1500's 
and back to present day.  We'll be 
showing the films on Thursday 
evenings in March (the 16th, 23rd, 
and 30th) in the Sanctuary at 6:30pm.  
Please look for the particular dates of 
each film in the weekly emails or 
contact Nathan at 
nathan@peaceucc.org for more 
information.   

Prophetic Resistance  
and Moral Citizenship 

Saturday March 25, 10am-2pm 

Peace Church Sanctuary 

This will be a training in effective 
organizing in response to current 
issues, especially concerning 
immigration. This is an important time 
for us to gather as we consider being a 
Sanctuary or Sanctuary Supporting 
Congregation. 

Suggested Donation is $25 to cover 
lunch and cost of trainer, Grant 
Steven. (But all are welcome to attend.) 

ISAIAH is a faith-based coalition of 
more than 100 member congregations 
that lets communities in Minnesota 
more effectively live out their faith in 
biblical justice and the common good, 
and act collectively and powerfully towards 
racial and economic equity in our state. 

Register by calling 218-724-3637, or 
signing up in the Narthex. 

Settling in to Our New Normal in Lospalos 

Posted by Monica Liddle on January 31, 2017 
Well, America has a new 

president, and it’s a new year.  Here in 
East Timor, we have settled in to our 
new normal here in Lospalos, none 
too soon.  It has been a more painful 
than usual transition period for us, 
despite returning to a familiar 
place.  We did expect a rocky path 
back to Timor.  But as you know, 
when you are actually experiencing things, not just imagining how 
they might be, well, reality sometimes hurts. 

Cold showers and poor internet connections aside, Lospalos 
has welcomed us back.  After a pretty slow start at the clinic since 
last July, when we arrived, the rainy season seems to have 
brought many more sick people to our doors since the start of the 
new year.  I am now rotating all 6 clinic staff in the consultation 
room with me.  Only two women have the skills and knowledge of 
basic health workers at this time.  But, the others have worked for 
5 to 14 years in this clinic, seeing hundreds of sick people each 
week.  They are interested in learning, I am interested in teaching, 
so we will work to get all 6 competent at the basics of identifying 
and treating the most important things: diarrhea and pneumonia in 
the under 5-year-olds; anemia and malnutrition; and of course, 
tuberculosis. 

Simon started first grade today.  He now speaks Tetum, again, 
and will be learning Portuguese because his new school is run by 
Portuguese instructors.  He may return to America with four 
languages under his belt in a few years.  He seems to have found 
a little posse of boys about his age to run around with after 
school, too.  It seems that we are finally about to have a “routine” 
for the first time since we left America. 

Tom, now officially assigned as the pastor here in Lospalos 
since December, is drawing back to the church many lay leaders 
who had somehow disappeared over the past 2 – 3 years.  More 
people have been coming to church since Christmas. And the 
best part: more of the youth have been showing up lately, too.  

Tom and I realize how blessed we are to have our family here 
together in this off-the-beaten-path place.  But, our kids don’t 
necessarily see the “blessing” that we see.  Despite Hannah 
having cultivated dear friends when we were here before, despite 
Simon having been born here, 4 years in America has made re-
growing new roots here tough for the kids.  Nonetheless, Hannah, 
12, is a “glass half full” kid.  She still misses her Minnesota friends 
dearly, but she is figuring out how to be, here in this place with so 
little opportunity for kids. She has a cat and two chickens. She 
has nearly read the whole Rick Riordan series.  She is helping 
teach Sunday school with her two old friends.  She loves to pull 
fresh fruit from the trees in our yard, and eat them with buddies, 
and she and Leila, 17, cook rice and vegetables every day for the 
clinic staff to eat.  Maybe she would rather be in middle school in 
Roseville, Minnesota.  For now, she’s OK, and she’s seeing the 
other side of life.   We give thanks for the privilege of being here. 

Monica Liddle serves with the Protestant Church of East 
Timor. Her appointment is made possible by your gifts to Disciples 
Mission Fund, Our Church’s Wider Mission, and your special gifts. 
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Voices for Justice 

Voices for Justice    Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice.  We are energized and 

heartened by hearing each other’s stories.  Each month, we will share a brief story from members of our 
community, learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes.  If you would like to share 
your story, or want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office.   

Marc Fink—Justice for the Endangered Species of Creation 

Marc Fink is an environmental lawyer.  As I prepared for this interview with 
Marc, I wondered what an environmental lawyer does.  Then I read the 
Duluth News Tribune article (2/2/17) about copper mining research in 
northeastern Minnesota.  Marc is the lawyer who will use federal law to 
challenge Poly Met and the federal government on copper mining. This is 
what an environmental lawyer does:  defends the right to life of all species. 

Marc has a lifelong passion for justice and the value of nature’s gifts.  After 
completing his undergraduate degree in political science at Florida Atlantic 
University in Boca Raton, Marc decided he wanted to use the legal system 
to protect the earth and its diverse species. He wanted to find the best law 
school for this goal.  He and a friend drove from Florida, to southern 
California, to Oregon, to Minnesota, to Virginia and back to Florida, 
examining law schools around the country. On this trip, he witnessed a 
number of dramatic industrial impacts on the environment. He decided that 
the Environmental Law program at Lewis and Clark Law School in Portland, 
Oregon, would provide the best training for protecting the living beings 
threatened by these impacts.  That was a critical choice in his career development, and gave him an excellent 
education in using legal tools to protect the land and its creatures.   

Marc has worked as an environmental lawyer for twenty-one years.  He currently works from home for the 
Center for Biological Diversity, a non-profit organization founded in 1989, based in Arizona. 
(www.biologicaldiversity.org.  Also on Facebook.) Whether protecting wolves and lynx who wander into Arizona 
from Mexico, or a lone jaguar threatened by the opening of a new mine in the wilderness, Marc uses his legal 
skills and tools to enforce the federal conditions outlined in the Endangered Species statute. 

Marc’s professional focus is on restoring wildlife and protecting species identified as threatened more than on 
clean air and hazardous waste. He notes that of the 8.7 million species in existence, we lose close to a dozen 
species every day. Marc has a deep concern with this rate of extinction, which is called the 6

th
 extinction.   There 

have been five periods of mass extinction on earth over the past 600 million years.   The sixth extinction—which 
is happening now—is the only one that is directly related to human actions.  Marc litigates issues from the 
public’s interest in protecting nature’s diversity.  Most of his cases are legal challenges to actions taken by the 
federal government. 

With his quiet intensity and his passionate commitment to saving the diversity of life on earth, Marc often speaks 
to graduating law students, inspiring them with the vision and hope needed to become protectors of nature. “Fish 
and wildlife are affected by the whims of humans and they need lawyers, too.”  Marc takes the right to life very 
seriously. 

Arriving from Boise, Idaho, twelve years ago, Marc and Maggie found Peace Church and were attracted to the 
open-minded approach to Jesus’ teachings.  Maggie shares Marc’s commitment to working for justice.  They 
both advocate for the deaf culture and believe Black Lives Matter.  Sophie and Isaac are active in the Peace 
youth program and share their parent’s commitment to justice. 

Marc’s approach to justice is embodied in a quote he admires from Winona LaDuke:  “Let us be the ancestors 
our descendants will thank.” Marc and the species he protects will need our prayers as he responds to 
challenges presented by the new federal administration.  Every species has a voice with Marc Fink. 

Interviewed by Steve Coll 

Spiritual Companions 
At times we all need a safe and sacred space where someone cares to listen and travel with us through a 

trying time or a time when we need to or want to share our story in a confidential space. Spiritual companioning 
offers such a place. A spiritual companion will listen and offer companionship for just one conversation or several 
conversations in an atmosphere of trust and holiness. All spiritual companions are trained in some aspect of 
ministry and are available to all. If you would like to meet with a Spiritual Companion, contact Pastor Kathy. 
  

http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/
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Moderator’s Report / Lent / Peace Church News 

Team and Committee Meetings 

Stewardship Team will meet on Thursday  
March 2 at 5pm in the Conference Room.  

Children’s Ministry will meet on Tuesday  
March 7 at 5:30pm in Conference Room. 

The History Team will meet in the Heritage 
Room on Wednesday March 8 from 10am-12pm. 

Shared Ministry Team will meet on March 8 at 
4pm in the Conference Room.  

Property Team, and Food and Fellowship Team 
will meet Wednesday March 8 at 6pm. 

Finance Team will meet on Wednesday March 8 
at 6pm in the Conference Room. 

Acting for Justice Hub will meet on Sunday 
March 12 at 11:30am in the Music Room. 

Worship and Arts Committee will meet Tuesday 
March 14 at 5:30pm in the sanctuary. 

Dismantling Racism Team will meet on Tuesday 
March 14 at 6:45 in the Conference Room. 

Health and Wellness Team will meet on Sunday 
March 19 at 11:30am in the Conference Room. 

Adult Ed Team will meet at 3:30pm Tuesday 
March 21 in Conference Room.  

Coordinating Council will meet on 
Tuesday, March 21 at 7pm  
in the Office Conference Room.  

Lent 2017 — Keeping the Covenant 
Lent begins on Wednesday, March 1 with Ash 

Wednesday and continues through Holy Week 
(Easter is on April 16 this year).  The 40 days of Lent  
originated in the very earliest days of the Church as 
a preparatory time for Easter, when followers of 
Jesus re-dedicated themselves to his way and when 
new comers were instructed in the faith and 
prepared for their baptisms, which happened on 
Easter.  Lent is a time for reflection and deepening 
our commitments to God and one another.   

In this season consider increasing your 
participation in one or more of the areas of our life 
together:  Worship, Giving, Prayer, Service and 
Education.    

1. Worship Attendance – Try coming every or 
most Sunday mornings to worship.  We have 
incredible things planned with the choir and our 
musicians.  On Sunday, March 19 Sara Greer will 
join us to help lead our music.  You can also 
participate in Prayers Around the Cross on 
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the sanctuary, or the 
Centering Prayer time at 5 pm in the Chapel every 
Wednesday.  

2. Giving – Try to increase your financial giving to 
Peace Church or other service agencies such as 
Chum for March Food Share, or the UCC One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering on March 26. 

3.  Prayer – try to participate in some form of daily 
prayer.  Sign up for the Still Speaking daily devotion 
at www.ucc.org or pick up a Still Speaking Lenten 
guide in the entryway. 

4. Service – Try to volunteer more.  We have 
ongoing opportunities to serve breakfast (every other  
Wednesday) and dinner (every third Thursday) at the 
Chum Drop-in Center, dinner at the Damiano Center 
(second Sunday of each month), Loaves and Fishes 
Catholic worker house (every Monday dinner), and 
summertime work with Habitat for Humanity. 

5.  Education – Nathan Holst will be leading a bible 
study “Manna and Mercy” for the 9:30am Sunday 
morning forums during Lent.  And there is always our 
Wednesday evening Bible Study at 6 pm.  The 
Dismantling Racism Team will be holding Thursday 
evening events around two videos – “The Doctrine of 
Discovery” and “13th”. (see page11)  

    I left the Council meeting this week a bit in awe of how 
much gets discussed in a relatively short amount of time! 
There is no shortage of work this church and its people 
are doing.  

    As we head into March, we are in a solid financial 
position—pledges are coming in and we are frugal in our 
spending. You may notice some of the spending with the 
new handicap accessible doors on the bathrooms 
upstairs. Spending also happens in the form of 
supporting the work of our missionaries, Tom and 
Monica Liddle in East Timor, as the council approved a 
Jubilee Fund Request for them. Please watch for 
upcoming information on how we can continue to be 
involved in supporting the Liddles.  

    The Teams/Committees continue to work diligently: 
Children’s Ministry Team is exploring a new curriculum, 
Food and Fellowship is feeding us in March (they always 
feed us!) and the Shared Ministry Team is preparing for 
the Shared Ministry Fair in April. Acting for Justice 
continues to find ways to reach out to the larger 
community, be it helping to plan a fundraiser concert with 
St. Mark AME for the Foy Scholarship, making baked 
goods for Standing Rock, or providing education on 
immigration. Oh, and we have a new vacuum.  No 
shortage of good work.  Amen. 

Respectfully, Julie Flotten, Peace Church Moderator 

Peace Church 145th Anniversary 
This year marks the 145th anniversary of the 

beginning of St. Paul's Evangelical Church, which 
became today's Peace United Church of Christ in 
1957. The earliest history of St. Paul's Church can be 
traced back to 1872. In that year a group of German 
immigrants began gathering in Duluth to hold worship 
services. Read more in future issues, as the Historical 
Team will be putting items in the Peace Bell 
highlighting some of the history of our congregation 
throughout the coming year. 
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Peace People  

Thank You! 
To Juan and Kirstin Gonzalez for giving Salsa Dance lessons 
after worship on Sunday, February 4

th
. We hope to make this a 

more regular thing in an evening slot.  

To Dr. Beth Bartlett for preaching on February 26
th
 and to Bob 

Stevens for covering pastoral care needs while Pastor Kathy is 
away on vacation. 

Thank you to those who provided special music in February. 
Tim Carpenter, Jane Aas, Ron Deters, John Erickson, Amy 
Koivisto, Tom Wilkowske, Kirby Wood, Jessica Olson, India 
Pale Dale Shimmin, Kelli Hallsten, Ian Connell, Dave 
Winchester, Wendy Durrwachter, Brad Bombardier, Gudrun 
Witrak, Susan Larson-Kidd, and the choir. 

Special thanks to the volunteers who watered and cared for 
our indoor plants these past months: Amy & Tavis Westbrook, 
Annette Strom, Lynn Watson, Kate Nicoletti, Matt McCormack, 
and Tara Hoban. 

From Beth Bartlett: “Thank you, Cindy (McLean), for all the 
work you put into the adult forum author series and all the 
preparation you did for each one of the authors.  You always 
came so enthused, with engaging questions, and with such 
graciousness. You made it a pleasure. I also want to thank all 
the authors.   
I wish I could have gone to all of your presentations.  I so 
appreciated hearing and learning from all of those whose I 
could attend.  Many thanks.” 

From Terrance Smith of the Tamarack Dance group. Thanks 
so much for the use of your Fellowship Hall. Many happy 
families, many smiles on those tiles! 

From Judy Johnson: “I want to thank everyone for all the 
prayers and positive energy sent to me during my time of 
healing.”  

From the Jewish Community Relations Council of Minnesota 
and the Dakotas: “Dear Rev. Nelson: The JCRC and Jewish 
community extends its profound thanks to you for your critical 
support as expressed in the letter of solidarity in connection 
with the Sabes JCC bomb threat of January 18. Such a strong 
message of support powerfully undermines the malevolent 
goal of these haters to create fear and division by reminding 
all of us of the tremendous reservoir of love and acts of loving 
kindness present in our community. We shall go forward 
together from strength to strength.” (see page 10) 

From the Minnesota Conference UCC: “Dear members of 
Peace UCC: Thank you! Your support of OCWM 
(Our Church’s Wider Mission) is so important! We 
are grateful you were able to increase your giving 
this year. Be assured that working together we 
make an enormous impact.” 

Joann and Bruce Mork are very thankful for the 
kindness of the Peace Church congregation. They 
thank everyone for the meals and would appreciate 
continued healing prayers. 

The Hawley/Augusta family would like to send our 
sincere thanks for the wonderful support (of all 
sorts) from the staff, members and friends of Peace 
Church, as Nat continues her cancer treatments. 

Keep in Your Prayers 
Terri Shannon and Nathalia Hawley 
receiving treatments for cancer.  

Ron Edmunds recovering at Ecumen 
Lakeshore from a stroke. 

John Bennett receiving treatment at Miller 
Dwan Center for Guillain Barre Syndrome.  
He is home now in the evenings.  He and 
Megan are expecting their second child very 
soon!  

Joann and Bruce Mork; Bruce is at home 
on hospice care. 

Dave Pearson, recovering from surgery for 
a melanoma.  

Bev Zengel recovering from surgery for 
breast cancer. 

Sympathy 
To Kim Squillace on the death of her 
mother. 

To the family of Ann Zentgraf, daughter of 
Lela Anderson, who died on Sunday, 
February 19. Her service will be held at Park 
Hill Cemetery on Thursday, March 9 at 1 pm 
with Pastor Kathy officiating.  

Congratulations 
Minnie Dubla and Holly Johnson who were 
married on February 4

th
.  Pastor Kathy 

officiated and Jim Pospisil provided the 
music. 

Welcome to the 
World! 

Bennett Ellingson, son of 
Jessica and James, born on 
February 23rd.    

Memorials 
Thank you for the following memorials given 
to Peace Church in memory of Ben 
VanDeelen from Carl and Catherine Huber. 

Recycling Peace 
Free, sturdy plastic toddler bed. Well loved, and has the 
stickers to prove it! Please call or text Kay Stevens at  
340-0728. 

Small dresser, small end table, and floor lamp needed 
by Barb Allen. Call Janell at church if you have any of 
these items, 724-3637. 

Joann Mork is looking for a used reasonably priced, 
console or spinet piano.  If you have one or know of one, 
please contact Beth Bartlett at bbartlet@d.umn.edu or  
218-591-7523. 
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Welcome New Members! 
Welcome to the following new members who joined Peace Church on February 12:  Lynn Watson, Tom & Christine 

Day, Julie Hein, Carl Huber & Catherine Carter Huber, Jayme McKenna, Connie Kaddatz, Susan Larson Kidd, Wendy 

Durrwachter, and Barbara Nelson. Remember, we’re all on the Peace Church Welcoming Team, so introduce 
yourselves to our new members and help them feel a warm welcome! 

Wendy Durrwachter 

Family members: Asher 
Olson (son), and Sydney 
Olson (daughter) 

What is your vocation? 
Composer, pianist, waitress. 

What are your hobbies/
passions? Writing music, 
playing, running, hanging out 
with my kids. 

What brought you to Peace? 
John and Cathy Ameel told me about the job 
as choir pianist. 

Susan Larson Kidd 

Family members: My 
husband, Rob, and I moved 
home to MN to be near my 
parents in Two Harbors, and 
my siblings in the cities.  We 
have a large furry family of 
cats and a dog as well! 

What is your vocation? I am 
an educational/behavioral 
consultant, college professor, 

speaker and author.  I specialize in children/
youth with disabilities, and in applying social 
neuroscience to that work. 

What are your hobbies/passions?  
My hobbies are music, reading books, and 
working outside. My passions are nature  
and kids. 

What brought you to Peace?  
Janell, Pastor Kathy and Jim Pospisil. 

What is an obscure fact about yourself 
that others may not know but would 
enjoy? I grew up in White Bear Lake, MN 
but lived on the east coast for 15 years 
before moving home to Duluth. 

Julie Hein 

Family members: 
Daughter, Megan Hein; 
Dogs Molly, Cody and 
Duke. 

What is your 
vocation? Nurse 

What are you hobbies/
passions?  
Spending time with 
family. 

What brought you to Peace? 

Friend, community. 

Christine and Tom Day 

Family members: Five children: 
Jon, Kate, Elizabeth, Sarah, and Andy; 
five Grand children: Freyja, Eostre, 
Ben, Will, Emma. 

What is your vocation? Tom: MD at 
St. Luke’s; Chris: RN, educator. 

What are your hobbies/passions? 
Family, travel, outdoor activities.  

What brought you to Peace? The 
warmth and community of Peace 
Church. 

What is an obscure fact about 
yourselves that others may not know but would enjoy? 
We wished for grandchildren and got five in the last 3 three 
years—Yippee! 

Lynn Watson 

Family members: Don Watson, Husband; 
Kids: Muir, Kate, Matt—all grown and gone.  

What is your vocation? Teacher, 
Landscape Designer, Gardener, Writer. 

What are your hobbies/passions? 
Fortunately for me , hobbies are same as 
vocation. Add Artist, which probably tips the 
above activities into obsessions!  

What brought you to Peace? Peace was recommended as 
a place of active social justice and environmentalism. I like to 
work physically hard. I like to fly kites and watch the wind 
move grasses, water, rain and snow.  

Comments: I thank Peace Church for hatching a whole 
new world awareness in how to be a disciple of Christ. 

New Members Jayme 
McKenna and 
Connie Kaddatz 
with Olivia (above), 
Carl Huber and 
Catherine Carter 
Huber with 
daughters Anna and 
Eve (right) 

Welcome to all! 

Thanks for 

joining our 

Peace Church 

Community! 
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CHUM / Community 

2017 CROP WALK on Sunday, March 19 
United Campus Ministry sponsors the 

Duluth CROP Walk, Ski, Sled and Snowshoe!  

   Registration begins at 2:00 p.m. at Bagley Nature 
Center on the UMD campus right off of St. Marie 
St.  The trail is about 1 mile long and you can walk, or 
bring your skis or snowshoes!  There is a sliding hill 
for kids so bring your sleds as well.  We will have a 
few snowshoes on hand for people to try out.  There 
will also be an indoor option through the campus for 
those who would like to walk inside.  We will have an 
outdoor fire to warm up and roast marshmallows. 
Cookies & hot chocolate for everyone. 

   With the event we will raise money and awareness 
for those who do not have enough to eat. Please 
come even if you can’t donate—it is a great time for all 
faiths, churches, and campus to join together and be 
united! It is an event for every age, and pledge forms 
will be available in the church office. You can also 
give a donation to the cause the day of the 
event.  Hope to see you all at the 2017 CROP WALK! 

Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign 
Remember that your donations to the Food Shelf will 

go further during March! 

CHUM Church Sunday March 12 
CHUM Church will be holding a polka worship service 
on Sunday March 12 at Peace Church. CHUM Church 
is an inclusive faith community, welcoming all to 
worship God.  Join us for pre-worship activities at 4:00 
pm and worship at 4:30pm, with a light supper 
following. Trinity Lutheran and Gloria Dei Lutheran will 
be the host congregations. For more information 
contact Sue Anderson, CHUM Church Coordinator, 
740-2498 or sanderson@chumduluth.org. 

Viva Berta!   
Solidarity with the Honduran people 

Sunday, March 5, 2:30 - 4 pm 

Building for Women, Community Room  
1st Ave E and 1st St., Duluth 

1st anniversary of Berta Caceres' assassination 
on March 2, 2016 

Come to hear an update on Honduras by participants 
in previous delegations: human rights, land 
displacement, environment, and political repression. /
Also learn about the upcoming Witness for Peace 
delegation to Honduras, "Nonviolent Resistance to 
Land Takeovers through Community Organizing and 
Coalition Building", which will be May 25 - June 3, 
2017. The need to stand in solidarity with Honduran 
people fighting for a just world is critical.  

For more information contact, Lyn Clark Pegg,  
218-348-3048, carolynpegg@yahoo.com, or Meg 
Krausch, 917-291-7518, meghan.krausch@gmail.com.  

Making Waves: Wisdom for Today from 
the History of Feminist Organizations  

in the Twin Ports 
Beth Bartlett will be presenting  a talk on her book 
Making Waves: Grassroots Feminism in Duluth and 
Superior on March 9, 6 PM in the Green Room at the 
Duluth Public Library. 

Beth, a member of Peace Church and retired 
professor of Women’s Studies at UMD, provides an 
overview of the histories of ten of the long-lived 
grassroots feminist organizations in the Twin Ports. 

Nonviolent Strategies and Actions 
The Duluth Superior Friends Meeting (Quakers) is 
sponsoring a series of public programs on nonviolent 
strategies and actions. The series is intended to 
engage the Twin Ports community positively around 
the political and social issues arising from the 
presidential election.  The programs are planned 
through June. 

The first programs will be screenings of the two-part 
video "A Force More Powerful," which explores how 
nonviolent power has overcome oppression and 
authoritarian rule all over the world. The screenings 
and discussions will take place Saturday, March 11 
and 18 at the main Duluth Public Library Green 
Room, 3:00pm-5:00pm.  Please note that each film 
deals with different historical and geographic 
examples of nonviolent action. 

The screenings are free and open to the public.  
For further information, call 218-724-2659. 

“Phenomenon of Healing” Film 
Sunday March 19, 1-7pm 

Arrowhead Place, 205 W. 2nd St in Duluth 
A divine power exists and it can heal. You are invited 
to attend a documentary film “The Phenomenon of 
Healing” sponsored by Bruno Groening Circle of 
Friends, a world-wide organization sharing the 
medically verifiable healings, still happening today! 

Circle of Friends is a completely free organization 
operating totally on donations. Come for all or parts 
of the film! Free admission—donations accepted. 
Free parking in back of building on 2

nd
 floor. 

For more info, call Joan Hatlestad, 343-7807, or go 
to www.bruno-groening.org. 

CASDA Towel Drive 

The Center Against Sexual and Domestic Abuse 
(CASDA) is asking for donations of new or gently 
used clean towels for women and children residing in 
CASDA’s emergency shelter. Please consider giving 
what you can to improve the lives of people in your 
community. Donations can be dropped off at CASDA 
at 318 21

st
 Ave. in Superior WI. To make 

arrangements for pick-up or for more information, 
please call our 24 hour help line: 715-392-3136. 

mailto:sanderson@chumduluth.org
http://www.bruno-groening.org
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 Nursery 
 5 Patty Johnson, Crystal Kaczmarczk, Julie Hein (back-up) 

12 Veronica Gaidelis-Langer, Patty Beech, Lyn Kaim (back-up) 

19 Crystal Sjelin, Eric Holstrom, Laura Greensmith (back-up) 

26 Rebecca de Souza, Lisa Fitzpatrick, Alison Wood (back-up) 

March Volunteer Schedules 

 Lay Readers 

 5 8:30: Brooke Tapp 

 10:30: Brooke Tapp 

12 8:30: Lynn Lanier 

 10:30: Nettie Bothwell 

19 8:30: Kay Stevens 

 10:30: Cheryl Walsh  

29 8:30: Taizé 

 10:30: John Ameel 

 Greeters—10:30 

 5 Kim & Lee Kruger, Laurie Berner 

12 Lisa Brown, Phyllis Cook, 
volunteer needed 

19 Maggie & Marc Fink, Anne 
Skwira-Brown 

26 Sandy Moore, Laurie Anderson, 
Loni Cran-Hovis 

Damiano Soup Kitchen 
March 12 

1:30pm: Brenda Steele, Denise 
Perry, Laurie Anderson, Hope or 
Ian Connell, Nathan or Veronica 
Gaidelis-Langer 

4:20pm: Carla Larson and Maleeah 
Langdon-Larson, Gayle and Jack 
Kelly, Penny Cragun 

Monday Meals at Dorothy 

Day House (1712 Jefferson) 

6 Terese Tomanek 

13 Veronica Gaidelis-Langer 

20 Deb Cooper 

27 Melissa Boyle 

Coming up — April 

Coordinators: 

Cathy & John Ameel, 724-2750 

New Coordinator needed 

Eric & Jacqueline Blomstrom,  
218-316-0202 

Gary Anderson & Gary  
Boelhower, 391-7404 

Kim & Nancy Carlson, 525-3660 

Ron & Julie Deters, 626-2416 

Amy & Dan Fitzpatrick, 349-4546  

Sheryl & Jim Filby-Williams,  
343-2841 

Carl Huber & Catherine Carter 
Huber, 340-0095 

Annie Harala & Kevin Jacobsen, 
310-8993 

Kim & Lee Kruger, 724-1606 

Laurie & Dave Linder, 525-5991 

Carla Larson, 330-0769 

Susan Maras, 722-2097 

Lane and Nancy Palmer  
464-1276 

Alan & Joan Peterson, 724-6570 

Adam Pine and Rebecca  
de Souza, 267-235-6570 

JoEllyn Steele, 341-4433  

Shawn Wentz & Judy Gibbs,  
724-3446 

Coffee Hour Teams 

March Schedule 

Coordinators: 

Marge Paulson, 464-0561 

Lorraine Anderson, 724-5905 

March 5 

Set-up: Goeses 

Serve/Clean up: Stacy and Tyler 
Stark 

March 12—Birthday Potluck,  
no coffee hour 

March 19 

Set-up: Deb McLeod, Sarah Nelson 
& Joe Ehlers 

Serve/Clean up: Laura Greensmith, 
Need Volunteers 

March 26 

Set-up: Jen Pearson, Terese 
Tomanek 

Serve/Clean up: Rick and Karola 
Dalen, Kathy Bray 

Come at 9:45am for set-up. 

Please bring 3-5 dozen cookies, 

bars, crackers or fruit  

on your day to help. 

Thank you! 

 10:30 Ushers    (Lead Usher in bold) 

 5 Tim Peters, Melissa Boyle, Nettie Bothwell, Jill Bugbee 

12 Tim Peters, Phyllis Cook, Diane & Mike Swanoski  

19 Tim Peters, Robin Davidson, Katey Fornear, Matt Ryan  

26 Tim Peters, Laurie Berner, Jack Gunderson, volunteer needed. 

 

19 Bill Simpson, Annette Strom 

26 Taizé 

  8:30 Ushers  
 5 Bob and Kay Stevens 

12 Linda Lundberg, Susan Kehtel 

Acolytes  

 5 Katie Kehtel, Ben 
Blazevic-Siebert 

12 Ryan Mittlefehldt, Zaida Devlin 

19 Gabi Augusta, Daniel Pospisil 

26 Anya Holmstrom, Seij Sudoh 
Coffee Co-Coordinator needed  

for April. Let Janell know  
if you are interested! 

(janell@peaceucc.org or 724-3637). 

Many thanks  
to all our volunteers! 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/acolyte72_web.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/2009-09-01.htm&usg=__0KYVlvahqVkI18mB_wvAAPeSL3A=&h=300&w=327&sz=10&hl=EN&start=37&sig2=uGY
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Peace United Church of Christ 
1111 North 11th Avenue East 
Duluth, MN 55805 
 
(218) 724-3637 
www.peaceucc.org 
E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 
 

 

Non-profit  
Organization 
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PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF    
Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Ministries:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Kelli Farell 

Visitation:  Cheryl Walsh 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation: Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, and Rev. John Szarke 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY—9-3, PHONE:  218-724-3637 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Kathy:  knelson@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org    
 Jim: jim@peaceucc.org    Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org   Kelli: kelli@peaceucc.org 
    Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org    Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 
  

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events, please email the office. 

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


