
  

 

JUNE 2014 DECEMBER 2016 

Christmas Eve Worship 
December 24 at 4pm and 10pm 

    The 4pm service will have a hymn sing 
starting at 3:30pm.  This service includes a 
children’s time, a drama led by our middle 
school youth, and music by Eva Reistad and 
Rachel Peterson.  We will end by lighting 
candles as the Hanka family plays “Silent 
Night”. 

    The 10 pm service will include anthems by 
our senior choir, Paul Winchester, and 
Nathan Holst, with brass accompaniment, 
and a homily by Pastor Kathy. It will also end 
in candlelight and “Silent Night” played by 
Cathy Ameel on harp. Join us this holy 
evening as we worship our God with Us!  
This service will be audiostreamed from 
our website www.peaceucc.org. 

Christmas Eve Supper  
5 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

All are Welcome! 
Join us in the Fellowship Hall for a 

Christmas Eve supper of soup and salad 
following the 4 pm service. This is a great 
time to gather with others who may be alone 
or whose families are far away. There are 
always Christmas cookies too. Join us! Let 
Pastor Kathy or Cindy McLean know if you 
can help by bringing bread, salad, soup or 
cookies. There will also be a sign-up sheet in 
the Narthex, to give us a general idea of how 
many to plan on. We’ll plan for extra food, so  
come even if you haven’t signed up.  

Prayers Around the Cradle  
Wednesdays in December 
7:00pm in the Sanctuary  

    This meditative worship includes 
quiet singing, silence, prayer and the 
lighting of candles. Take time each 
week for reflection and prayer as we 
journey toward Christmas. This service 
will continue each Wednesday until 
Christmas (December 7, 14, and 21). 
Gudrun Witrak, Beth Bartlett and Jane 
Rupel will help to lead this time of 
prayer. The liturgy lasts about 20 
minutes, based on each participant’s 
need for silence and prayer. 

Choir Cantata 
Sunday December 11 at the 10:30 Service 

    Please come to the choir Christmas cantata!.  We will 
premiere the eight movement work written by Wendy 
Durrwachter and Brad Bombardier.  There will be 
congregational singing, choir, soloists, a vocal quartet, and a 
15 piece orchestra. 

ADVENT and CHRISTMAS at PEACE CHURCH 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Sunday December 18 at the 10:30 service  

“If We Do It, It Will Work,” 

This year’s Christmas pageant shares the 
story of Jesus’ birth as told by God and two 
archangels. Gabriella and Michelle work to 
put God’s plan in place, piece by piece. 

There will be birthday cake for Jesus at 
coffee hour after the pageant. More details 
for kids and parents on page 10. 

Peace Church Advent 
Family Workshop 

Winter Solstice Celebration: A Journey to the Stars — December 21, 5:30pm 

Astronomically speaking, what is the winter solstice and what was that star in the sky over 2000 years ago? 
We will be enjoying a special solstice celebration this year with Bob King (or as he is known Astro Bob—see 
more on page 4). He will come to talk to us about these starry questions in the Fellowship Hall, and then we are 
off to the parking lot to view the winter sky through his telescope. (More info on page 4.) 

Before we explore the sky, we will share a hotdog roast dinner around the fire during our regular Wednesday 
night dinner time at 5:30. After our time with Astro Bob, those who would like may stay to watch our traditional 
viewing of the Northern Exposure episode, Northern Lights. (If you would like, bring some chocolate to 
share.) For real diehards, we will have an additional viewing of another great Northern Exposure episode. 
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From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for ALL the 
people” — Luke 2: 10  

This Christmas I will be holding on to these words ..  do not be afraid ... great joy for all people.  Words to go 
on with, to carry in our hearts. Rev. Dr. James Forbes, the former pastor of Riverside Church in New York City, 
writes this, “Christmas focuses, for us Christians, on the action in the city of David, but it is linked with the action 
in any city where hopes and fears compete for territory, for hearts and minds, in communities and nations where 
men and women seek to decide, Which way shall I lean?  Toward my hopes or toward my fears?” 

We can lean toward hope because of this child, our Emmanuel, God with us.  We can hope because of this 
baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger, this man wrapped in linen cloths and laid in a tomb.  
Neither the manager, the place of birth, or the tomb, the place of new life, could hold him long.  Both the 
swaddling clothes and the linen cloths are left behind as signs to us of something more—God always has 
something more in store for us. 

We sing of this good news as we light candles on Christmas eve, and 
we sang of this hope and lit candles on the evening following the election, 
as over 100 people gathered in the sanctuary.  Many people wrote prayers 
for our nation as part of our time together.  Prayers like these:  

Holy One, we ache for truth and wisdom from you, our source.  
Forgive us when we seek division. Thank you for being a unifying 
presence as we do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with you.  
Help us to embrace your teachings, your guidance, and the path that 
leads us into your kingdom.  

May we find the love in our hearts to recognize each other as equals 
and make decisions based on love, not hate.    

My prayer is that we will use this as a wake up call to recognize how important it is for us to come together 
and end this divisiveness that is born of fear and hate. That we will use this opportunity to practice 
kindness, love, compassion and seek justice for all. 

I pray that we will rise with our Liberating God as the strength in our arms and hearts to protect our Muslim, 
LGBTQ and people of color family. I pray that our hope, strength and magnificence not be extinguished by 
despair or small dreams . ..  

Love, hope, faith, peace and healing. 

May we breathe in loving kindness; may we breath out disappointment and anger. 

May we breathe in acceptance; may we breath out disbelief and despair 

May we breathe in hope; may we breathe out fear and anxiety. 

May we breathe in recognition that we are all one; may we breathe out the concept of enemy. 

May we breathe in wisdom;  may we breathe out prejudice and hatred. 

May we breathe in justice and peacefulness; may we breathe out greed. 

May we breathe in respect for people and the earth; may we breathe out destruction and closed minds. 

Hope,   Love,  more Love.   

And so let us sing our songs this Christmas, singing together: 

Oh little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

Yes let us sing with the one wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger, wrapped in a linen shroud 
and laid in a tomb, sing with the one whose song could never be stopped—not by Herod, or Pilate or war or 
death itself .     

Love is stronger than hate...Lean in, sing it, live it.    

Peace friends ~ Pastor Kathy  
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Sundays in December 

Sunday, December 4  
 Second  Sunday of Advent 

 Scripture:  Isaiah 11: 1 – 10  
 and Matthew 3: 1 – 12  

Sermon:  “Visions of Peace”   

Communion will be celebrated at both of our 
services.  Special music by Jim Larson at 
8:30, and choir and the Peace band led by 
Jane Aas and Ron Deters at 10:30. 

Sunday, December 11  
 Third  Sunday of Advent  

8:30 service – Pastor Kathy will preach on 
Luke 1: 47 – 55, “The Heartbeat of Justice”. 
Special music by Susan Larson Kidd. 

10:30 service – Choir and Orchestra 
Cantata written by Wendy Durrwachter 
and Brad Bombadier. 

Sunday, December 18  
 Fourth Sunday of Advent  

8:30 service – Pastor Kathy preaching on 
Matthew 1: 18 – 25, “God with Us”. 

10:30 service – The Children will present 
their annual Christmas Pageant.  

Sunday, December 25  
 Christmas Day  

Only One Service at 10: 30.  It will be a  
service of Lessons and Carols.  

We continue to have two services each Sunday morning, at 8:30am and 10:30am.  

At our 8:30 service, we share communion every Sunday. At our 10:30 service, we share communion the first 

Sunday of the month. The sermon and children’s time at both services is the same.  On the fourth Sunday of 

each month our 8:30 service is a Taizé Service (prayer, song, scripture, and meditation).  

Sunday Adult Forums 
9:30am in the Fireside Room 

Feel free to bring a friend! 

A Writer’s Journey—The Authors of Peace Church 

December 4 through January 29, we will be honoring and 
celebrating the authors among us who have written and 
published books. You may be surprised by the number of 
authors we have in our community including those who have 
written novels, plays, non-fiction, poetry and autobiography.  

At each forum, we will talk with authors about their books and 
hear the story of their writing journey. Watch for their books on 
display in the Fireside Room during the months of December 
and January.  

December 4  — Susan Larson Kidd — In My Child Has 
Autism, Dr. Kidd draws from the vast amount of information 
available on parenting a child with autism, and distills it into ten 
manageable steps. This guide covers the basic aspects of life 
with a child on the autism spectrum. This practical book is an 
essential and empowering read for every parent whose child 
has recently been diagnosed with autism or for parents still 
struggling with where to begin to help their child. 

December 11—Poets — Anne Simpson and Deb Cooper 
share about the collaboration of their poetry group. 

This group of women poets grew in an atmosphere of 
affirmation, raucous laughter, and gentle challenge. Life stories, 
ordinary and profound experiences and insights, were shared. 
Walking together through time and transitions, through the dark 
struggles, and the surprise of joy, they created this collaborative 
work and wove the scattered sands of their lives together, 
lending strength to each of their voices. Winner of the 
Northeastern Minnesota Book Award. 

Bill DeRoche will also share one of his poems. 

December 18—Sam Cook and Gary Boelhower 

Sam Cook is the outdoor writer for the Duluth News Tribune and 
author of several books such as Up North, where he portrays 
the enchanting North Country as a state of mind as much as a 
geographical area. Up North captures the mystic moods, 
seasonal subtleties, and colorful characters that fill the region 
from the Minnesota canoe country to the vast expanse of the 
Northwest Territories. 

Dr. Gary Boehlhower is a professor at the College of St. 
Scholastica.  He has published a dozen religious education texts 
as well as scholarly articles in servant leadership, practical 
wisdom, quality processes, values integration, educational 
assessment, religious pluralism and process theology. His 
recent books include Choose Wisely: Practical Insights from 
Spiritual Traditions, Mountain 10: Climbing the Labyrinth 
Within, and his second poetry collection Marrow, Muscle, Flight. 

January Writers to be featured: Tom Isbell, Adam Pine, Beth 
Bartlett, Pamela Mittlefehldt, and Lucie Amundsen. 

Christmas Fund Offering on 
December 18  

You have the opportunity to be a part of 
this ministry that cares for the active and 
retired clergy and lay employees of the United 
Church of Christ through your participation in 
this year's Christmas Fund Offering. Your gifts 
are needed more than ever to help the 
growing number of retirees whose low-income 
annuities make it difficult to meet increasing 
living costs. Look for Christmas Fund envelopes 
in your bulletin on Sunday December 18. 

Christmas Caroling 
Sunday December 18  

    Join us for a light lunch of soup after our 
10:30 service, then caroling to some of our 
members living in local nursing homes or 
assisted living residences.  It is a great way 
to get out and sing with our members! 
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Holiday Opportunities 

to the Sanctuary Tree 
Our sanctuary Christmas tree is becoming covered in 

doves. Please add one, two, or as many as you would like.  
The dove may be one you already have, one you purchase, or 
one you made.  If you would like, your dove may be signed 
and dated. Adding to the tree is a lovely way to remember 
joining the church, a new baby, the passing of a loved one, a 
marriage or another significant event.  

Thanks to Jim and Cindy McLean for putting up and 
decorating the tree in the sanctuary. Be sure to go up and take 
a closer look at the doves and decorations.  

Pies for Loaves and Fishes  
The annual Loaves and Fishes party will be on December 

13 this year. Peace Church folks have always donated pies 
and gifts for this event. There’s a sign-up sheet outside the 
office if you can donate pies. Take the pies to St. Paul’s 
Church on 17th Ave. and Superior St. (back entrance) 
between 12:30 and 2pm on Sunday December 11.  

Take a tag from the Giving Tree! 
Loaves and Fishes   The green tags on the Giving 
Tree in the Narthex are for Loaves and Fishes, and 
gifts need to be returned to Peace Church by 

December 8. Loaves and Fishes wants only nonviolent, 
nonsexist toys and games (unwrapped).  

Life House   Take a red tag from the 
Giving Tree to give a gift to the youth at Life 
House. Bring your unwrapped gift it to 
Peace Church by December 12, with the tag 
from the tree attached. 

Hildegard House    Yellow tags are for 
Hildegard House (housing victims of sex 
trafficking). Please have unwrapped gifts at 
Peace Church by December 20. 

Peaceful Toys  
for Grandmothers for Peace 

Grandmothers for Peace will be collecting peaceful toys for the 
holidays.  A collection box will be located in the narthex from 
late November until December 17.  Toys will be given to 
children at Dabinoo’Igan shelter for Native women.  Your 
contributions of unwrapped peaceful toys is greatly 
appreciated! 

Cookies for the Jail 
Every year our congregation donates cookies for 

the Christmas program and party at the St. Louis 
County Jail. If you can donate cookies to help bring 
some Christmas cheer to those experiencing a 
stressful time being away from their families at the holidays, 
please sign up in the narthex, and bring cookies to the church by 
Monday December 14. (News flash—we already have 
enough sign-ups—thanks to all!) 

Winter Solstice Celebration: A 
Journey to the Stars —  

Wednesday December 21, 5:30pm 

Share a hotdog roast around the fire 
during our regular Wednesday night dinner 
time at 5:30, then enjoy hearing Bob King (or 
as he is known, Astro Bob) talk to us about 
the Solstice and the Christmas sky in the 
Fellowship Hall. Then we are off to the 
parking lot to view the winter sky through his 
telescope.  

After our time with Astro Bob, those who 
would like may stay to watch our traditional 
viewing of the Northern Exposure 
episode, Northern Lights. (If you would 
like, bring some chocolate to share.) For real 
diehards, we will have an additional viewing 
of another great Northern Exposure episode. 

Bob King is an amateur astronomer 
since childhood and long-time member of the 
American Association of Variable Star 
Observers (AAVSO), Bob King teaches 
community education astronomy, writes an 
astronomy column for the Duluth New 
Tribune, and blogs at 
astrobob.areavoices.com. Bob King is author 
of Night Sky with the Naked Eye. 

Annual CHUM Holiday Concert 
Saturday December 10 at 7pm 
at Sacred Heart Music Center  

Doors open at 6:30 with the concert be-
ginning at 7 PM. Holiday treats will be served 
in the parish hall following the concert. The 
concert benefits the family programming at 
the Steve O'Neil Apartments. This year's per-
formers include (among others) the Cathe-
dral of our Lady of the Rosary Choir, David 
Tryggestad (former pastor of Concordia Lu-
theran Church), and some other wonderful 
performers. 

Admission is free, with a request for an 
offering during the concert, suggested dona-
tion $30. 

Christmas Eve Day  
CHUM Noon Vigil  
on the steps of City Hall  

Let us make room this Christmas season…
room in our hearts and in our community for 
those who have nowhere to call home for the 
holidays. CHUM invites you to join us as we 
remember those in our community without 
homes and hear the message of hope for a 
new year.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001C_SADN4l9RaDwd1IeAgOdX7LKhWJqA6lKEdl6wBXN6VIZ066Xmu8yN-tyNFrkFS__B5A70qGQ1eQebPKHuiPTOgQTWMTtYYoM7C8cMGvdHbCXq1JTs6M_ybSyUXh8-GS3FEBelJZ_kBGR1KvdhNOcleD_JKIxHn4kaYFB1yWc49zNgn2B0sBHyHfYeJttkekkmIaKTSX6ihWE4JIrEZvTaju5tNXlf9-Ag-L
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Faith Formation / Small Groups 

Lenox Women’s Spiritual Life Group 
Monday December 19 at 12 noon  

The 3rd Monday of each month  
Lenox Place, 701 W. Superior St. Apt. 710  
Lunch is provided by Loni Cran-Hovis (a fabulous 

cook) and then Cheryl Walsh leads us in a time of 
devotions.  Great conversation and a time of 
deepening our relationships with one another and 
God.  All women are welcome to join us! 

Monday Women’s Book Group  
December 5 in the Fireside Room 

    We will meet on December 5 and continue our 
discussion of If the Oceans Were Ink: an unlikely 
friendship and a journey to the heart of the 
Qur'an  by Carla Power, focusing on Part 3 of the 
book.  We will take a break for Christmas and 
resume meeting in January.  All women welcome!   

Advent Bible Study 
Thursdays December 1, 8 &15 

6:30-8pm in the Conference Room 
Join Nathan Holst and Dr. Gary Boelhower for 

three weeks of advent Bible Study!  We’ll be using 
the book “An Adult Christ at Christmas” to dive 
deeper into the Christmas narratives and take a 
closer look at what stories were included in Luke and 
Matthew and why.   

Healing Prayer  
The Fourth Sunday of each month  

at 11:30am in the sanctuary  
Healing Prayer offers the opportunity to share a 

prayer of concern with a caring person. A blessing 
will be offered by your prayer companion. “For where 
two or three are gathered together unto My name, 
there am I in their midst." Matthew 18:20.  

Peace Grief Support Group 

Thursday December 8, Noon to 1pm  
in the Peace Church Chapel 

Facilitated by Chaplains Deborah Cooper  
& Gudrun Witrak 

A support group for individuals dealing with the 

death of a loved one or other life changing losses 

meets at noon on the second Thursday of each 

month, downstairs in the Chapel. All are welcome. 

Questions? Call Deborah Cooper (728-2097). 

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
Wednesday December 29 at noon 

Pastor Kathy will facilitate this time to share lunch, 
conversation, and devotions.  This month we will talk 
about the Christmas Story. Bring a lunch and your 
leftover Christmas cookies—coffee provided. All 
women welcome! 

Men’s Breakfast 
December 1, 15 & 29, 7am, New London Cafe  

Join us to eat and converse at the New London 
Café, 4721 E Superior Street. We meet every other 
Thursday. All men are invited to attend. 

Advance Care Directive Workshop   
Next session Sunday February 5 

Workshops will take a break until the FIRST 
Sunday of the month in February, March, and 
April at 11:45am. These sessions are facilitated 
by members of our Health and Wellness Team. 

What Do I Say, What Do I Do? 
Interacting with those  
living with Dementia 

Saturday, December 3, 9:00 am to 
12:00pm  Peace Church (Fireside Room) 

As Peace makes the journey towards becoming a 
Dementia Friendly Church,  there will be four Adult 
Forums in November (see page 3).  This series will 
culminate with a half-day conference, “What Do I 
Say, What Do I Do? Interacting with those living with 
Dementia” 

Learning how to talk and interact with people with 
dementia is a big step in our effort to become 
dementia friendly. However, most of us do not know 
how to do this and we fear we will make things 
worse.  This event is designed to provide tips on 
communicating and innovative activities for engaging 
those we meet, love and care for who are living with 
dementia.  

We will hear from people in the areas of: 

Talking with people with dementia 

Pet therapy 

Activities to do with people with dementia 

Reminiscing 

Music and memory 

The event will end with a 
discussion on how Peace 
Church can continue the 
process of becoming dementia 
friendly. There is no charge for 
this conference. 
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Groups, Gatherings, and Opportunities  

Meals at CHUM Drop-in Center 
(1st Ave W and 2nd St.)  

Wednesday Breakfast 

December 7 & 21 
every other Wednesday, 9am-11am 

Join this fun group  
to make breakfast at CHUM! 

Thursday Dinner—December15 

Third Thursday of each month 4-6pm 
Help and donations are always welcome! Thanks 

to Cathy Carlson who cooks and coordinates this 
meal! Contact Cathy (cathycarlson62@gmail.com) or 
the church office for more info. Let us know if you’d like 
to be on the email list to help provide food for this dinner. 

Here’s how it works—a few days before the dinner, 
Cathy lets us know what she will need to cook the meal 
she has planned. We send an email to our list of 
awesome people, with everything she will need, from 
hamburger to canned goods to bread to people needed 
to make sandwiches or help at Chum. People respond 
with whatever they can do that month, and it all comes 
together! Please join the list if you’re able. 

PALS (Peace Adults Learning and 
Socializing) 

PALS Holiday Progressive Dinner 
Thursday December 15 at 6pm 

We'll have just two stops this year — starting at 
the home of Dennis and Denise Hamsher, 4880 
Terrace Drive, Hermantown  for "heavy" 
appetizers, and then heading to the home of Pat 
and Lynn Devlin, 4455 Sugar Maple Drive, 
Hermantown, for desserts. Please RSVP to Lynn 
Devlin at 728-2592 or lpdev4455@gmail.com, by 
Sunday, December 11, with what you plan to 
bring. We may need to ask a few folks to change 
their contribution just so we have enough at each 
stop. Donations of wine or beer are also 
appreciated, to accompany the non-alcoholic 
beverages that will be provided.  

Report back from November PALS 
At the November PALS gathering, 26 folk 
repackaged 500 pounds of sugar, 250 pounds of 
flour and 72 pounds of coffee for distribution at 
the CHUM food shelf.  It took one hour for these 
caring hands to take 25 pound bags and put 
them into one or 
two cup packages.  
By completion we 
had nearly 2000 
small bags filled. 
Just over $1,000 
was donated to buy 
supplies.  After the 
purchase, nearly 
$500 remain which 
will be sent directly to the food shelf. And when 
the work was completed, pizza and fellowship. 

Mark your calendar for these upcoming events: 

     January 26 - function of our district court 

     February 9 - dinner and a play 

All Peace adults are invited to be part of our 
gatherings.  To keep up with details of events, 
ask the church office to put you on our email list. 

Watch for the Brightly Colored Mugs  
during Coffee Hour... 

Look for the bright red, green, blue and 
yellow mugs when having coffee after 
church in the Fellowship Hall.  Say a special 
hello to those holding them. The Shared 
Ministry Team knows that as we grow as a 

church, it may be difficult to know who among us is 
visiting. We are offering the mugs to our guests to 
use during the coffee hour so we can give them a 
warm welcome. 

Peace Church Blood Drive 
Sunday December 4 

There are still a few open appointments for the 
Blood Drive at Peace Church on Sunday December 
4! Appointments are from 8am—12noon. Call the 
office, or sign up in the Narthex. 

“On Being” Podcast Lunch 
(formerly known as TED talks) 

Tuesday December 20 at 12 noon  

Join us for a great podcast and conversation. 
All are welcome. This month we’ll listen to a 
Minnesota favorite, Kevin Kling.—”The Losses 
and Laughter We Grow Into”. Kevin Kling is part 
funny guy, part poet and playwright, part wise 
man—a homegrown Minnesota wit meets Dante 
and Shakespeare.  Born with a disabled left arm, 
he lost the use of his right one after a motorcycle 
accident nearly killed him. He shares his special 
angle on life's humor and its ruptures — and why 
we turn loss into story. 

Deadline to Submit Recipes for the New 
Peace Church Cookbook is December 15! 
 Two easy ways to submit your recipes:   

(1) Submit recipes electronically: 
wwwgandrpublishing.com.  User name: peace_ucc; 
password: cookbook 

(2) pick up a form from the church office. Write your 
recipe on the form and return it to the office.  
A committee member will enter your recipe 
electronically. 

http://lpdev4455@gmail.com
http://wwwgandrpublishing.com
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Wednesdays at Peace Church 

First Year  Confirmation  
Ninth Graders! 

The first year confirmation class meets on the first 
and third Wednesdays of each month from 7 – 
8:30pm in the Fireside Room.  

Pastor Kathy and Nathan Holst  are the teachers of 
this class.   

December 7 – A path to follow – The Ten 
Commandments. 

December 21 – The Christmas Stories in Luke  
 and Matthew. 

Second Year Confirmation  
Tenth Graders! 

The second  year confirmation class meets on the 
second and fourth Wednesdays of each month 
from 7 – 8:30pm in the Fireside Room.   

December 14 – Jesus Cross and Cradle – a look at 
the hints of resurrection in the Christmas Stories 
of Luke and Matthew.  

December 28 – No Class Due to Christmas Break. 

Wednesday Activity Schedule  
5pm: Centering Prayer in Chapel 

5:30-6pm: Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 

6-7pm: Bible Study in the Fireside Room 

6-7pm: “Bringing the Bible to Life” in the  
Mindanao Room (3rd-5th graders) 

6-7:30pm: Youth Group in the Youth Room 

6pm: Adult Choir in the Music Room/Sanctuary 

7pm: Prayers around the Cradle in Sanctuary 

7-8:30pm: Confirmation in the Fireside Room 

Childcare is provided in the Nursery from 6 to 
7:30pm for all children 2nd grade and younger. 

No Wednesday Activities December 28 

Centering Prayer in Chapel  
The Christian practice  

of mindfulness and meditation 

Wednesdays at 5pm 
Centering Prayer is a modern Christian 

contemplative prayer practice, or a method of 
meditation. Like all methods of meditation the goal  
of Centering Prayer is to free us from what the 
Buddhists call “monkey mind” or the compulsive 
internal chatter of our minds. All the major faith 
traditions have recognized and placed a high value on 
the transforming power of meditation.  Join in 
Wednesdays from 5 – 5:30pm.  

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
6 pm in the Fireside Room 

Join Pastor Kathy and Rev. Bob Stevens on 
Wednesday evenings, reading the Gospel lesson for 
the coming Sunday using the Lectio Divina method. 
Lectio Divina is listening for the still, small voice of 
God that speaks to us. No prior biblical knowledge 
needed! We close with prayer, each praying for the 
person on his or her right. Join us as we practice this 
ancient and yet very relevant method of Bible study. 

Would you like to sing in the choir?   
We are always welcoming new members.  We 

rehearse at 6:15pm every Wednesday in the music 
room.  We sing at the 10:30am service every 
Sunday.  The choir director is Jim Pospisil, and the 
accompanist is Wendy Durrwachter. Please contact 
Jim at jim@peaceucc.org, or just show up at a 
rehearsal to give it a try! 

Kids 3rd-5th grade! 
6:00pm to 7:00pm Wednesdays 

Mindanao Room—new location! 

“Bringing the Bible to Life”  
     Join Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Kelli to make movies! Have you ever 

wanted to be a writer, producer, 

costume designer, or director? Now is 

your chance! We are bringing a story from the Bible 

to life through modern technology! As a group, kids 

will select a Bible story and tell it in their own words.  

   Kids 2nd grade and under are welcome in the 

nursery with Childcare staff, Meghan, where they may 

choose to play board games or play freely. 

Prayers Around the Cradle 
     Our Advent vespers services will be held every 
Wednesday until Christmas, at 7 pm in the 
Sanctuary.  It is  a quiet time of prayer, singing and 
candle lighting. 

CHOICE Job Fair- Please join us! Sunday December 4 in the Narthex 
CHOICE, unlimited is a non-profit agency in Duluth whose mission is to create and enhance opportunities for 

individuals with disabilities within local communities.  Please join us following each service on Sunday, Decem-
ber 4

th
 for our job fair.  We look forward to meeting you and talking about the wonderful opportunities available 

within our organization!  For more information, call 218-724-5869 or visit our website at 
www.choiceunlimited.org.  

mailto:jim@peaceucc.org
http://www.choiceunlimited.org
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Peace Church Youth / Nathan’s Column 

Middle School Youth Group  
for 6th-8th graders   —  6-7:30pm every Wednesday 

There’s some great stuff coming up in youth group in December.  We’ll be 
having our Prayers Around the Cradle time, which is an awesome way to 
experience the warmth and depth of advent as we gather around candles 
and sing songs in the Sanctuary.  And of course, who could forget the 
Christmas drama.  John Pokrzywinski will be leading our drama this year, 
and it should be an awesome time! 

     As always, there are a lot of wonderful things 
happening at Peace, and this month I want to share 
about an exciting development for our middle school 
youth.  In mid-November, about 12 youth and 8 adults gathered for an all 
day Peer Ministry training for our middle school youth group.  We were from 
Peace, Pilgrim UCC, and First Lutheran—all teamed up to bring some great 
energy to our youth programs and in particular to try to do what Peer Ministry 

does best—to give youth the skills they need to do ministry with their own friends.  This is a training I had heard 
about for some time from many other faith formation colleagues, and I am so excited that we were able to bring it 
here to Peace, with 5 of our awesome youth and 4 of our great adult leaders/parents participating.  Focusing on 
a 5 week curriculum that our leaders will be taking all our middle school youth through in January, our day was 
filled with bible stories, interactive games, and learning relationship skills like listening, asking caring questions, 
welcoming others, and how to walk with friends through challenging times.  And it did exactly what I hope that a 
good youth gathering would do—build deeper relationships and provide opportunities for our youth to learn how 
to do ministry in their lives.  Here are some of the take-aways from the day: 

 I will be trying WHEAT – the quick tool to make conversation with anybody! 

 I’m excited about all the new friendships I made. 

 I learned to be a really good listener.  

 I leaned how to help friends in need and what to 
watch for.  

 I will be much more understanding. 

 I’m big enough to be there for other people. 

 Being kind brings people happiness.  

 These young people are amazing with great 
insights and experience in life. 

 These youth are already doing ministry.  

 I loved the power of the Bible experiences.  

 I am leaving thinking about how quickly we 
become inward facing people rather than outward facing towards other people. 

 I liked the use of “Theater Of Oppressed.” It allowed youth to shake up their world a bit. 

   Then last week, when I was talking to a mother and daughter who had been to the training, I asked if they had 
been using what they had learned yet.  The daughter replied, “I’ve already WHEAT-ed one of my friends!”, 
meaning she had used the relationship skills she’d learned already with her peers and shared her enthusiasm to 
continue practicing.  Friends, if you didn’t already know it, we have some amazing youth in our church.  They’re 
ready to dive into the skills of ministry and practice what it means to follow Jesus, to welcome and walk with 
each other in love.  But don’t take my word for it.  Especially after we go through the Peer Ministry experience 
with the full youth group in January, I invite you all to connect with our youth more and ask them what they 
learned.  As the trainer, Lyle, says of youth ministry, “Youth are either leading or leaving.”  So let’s all continue 
the work of connecting and inviting our youth to lead in the ministry of Peace Church, and see what kind of 
vibrant ministry might emerge in our midst.   
 

Light in the Cracks by Nathan Holst 

No Youth Group  
Gathering at Toasty’s 

Because there’s so much 
happening in December, we’re 
going to postpone our usual 
Toasty’s gathering until 
January.  Look for dates in  
the new year! 

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in” 

  ~Lenard Cohen 
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 Kelli’s Column — Advent 
As I mentioned last month, Advent is my favorite time of the year.  It’s a 
month of planning wonderful ways to tell people we love them.  Each day is 
filled with the promise of Jesus’ birth.  Despite the gloom of bare trees and 
cloudy skies, fresh blankets of snow seem like God’s way of blurring our 
fences and boundaries, painting a clear canvas for a new beginning.  The 
magic of candles and Christmas lights reflect and glow on the sparkling 
snow in a way that can’t happen on green grass.   

With the extra darkness, we are crammed together inside our tiny house, 
leading to increasing frustration with each other.  Yet each day of Advent 
begins with joyful anticipation of the traditions we tend to that day.  It’s the only time of the year when our family 
truly has old, cherished traditions we pass on to our children.   

In our family, we use a homemade Advent calendar to count down to Christmas.  Each day the kids open a 
small bag with a different activity for the day.  We might read a holiday story, put up a Christmas tree, visit 

Santa, watch a special movie, or say a special prayer.  Every year we try to 
maintain focus on the real reason for Christmas—Jesus’ birth—but it’s difficult in 
such commercial times.  I want my kids to feel Christ whisper in their hearts and 
to anticipate that every year. 

However, with little kids, we’ve avoided going to special Advent services in the 
evenings because it often keeps us out well past their bedtimes.  I’m left working 
to create special times at home that recreate that emotional, hopeful, and tender 
feeling I get when I enter the sanctuary during Advent.  I know that in the center of 
my heart there are firm, sturdy roots grounding me to what Christmas is about, but 
I’m not sure if I’m truly tending those roots in my children.  The seed is definitely 

there, but what more can I do to nurture their faith at this time? 

Recently, I found a wonderful book here at Peace, For Everything A Season: 75 Blessings for Daily Life, that 
includes a “Blessing for Advent” I plan on trying this year with my little ones.  It 
begins with preparation for the Advent rituals by reminding us:  

Traditionally, it has been a time of quiet and preparation, a time when we make 
ourselves ready to receive Jesus into our hearts and lives at Christmas.  More 
and more Christians are finding the intentional celebration of Advent a way of 
minimizing the stress and hyper-activity of our culture during those pre-
Christmas weeks.  Creating Advent rituals can be particularly effective for 
children, helping them look forward with quiet anticipation to the coming of 
Christ at Christmas. 

The authors encourage a special cloth with an Advent candle and wreath, a small 
nativity scene with moveable characters that move a step closer each night, and a 
Bible.  They recommend doing this nightly if possible, beginning with dimming 
lights, turning phones and TVs off; light a new candle each Sunday of Advent. 

Next you welcome each other, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.  
Welcome to this Advent season of hope and expectation.”  Then you may choose to sing a Christmas carol (or 
as many as you want!).  Following this, you read from the Bible, (pick up a list of scripture suggestions in the 
narthex), and then allow each person to reflect.  To encourage this, you might suggest, “The words or phrase 
that I remember from the text are…; I think I remember those words because…; They remind me of…; God 
might be trying to tell me…”   

Lastly, you pray your own prayer, closing with the Lord’s Prayer.  
If you would like a different form of prayer, they suggest deep 
breathing, followed with a begging bowl, “asking God to give 
you what you need to prepare your heart for Christmas.”  This 
ritual is closed by a blessing, “May the God of hope be with us, 
preparing us for the coming of Jesus.  Amen” and the passing of 
a blessing cup. 

Our family may need time to make this a tradition, and it might 
seem awkward at first, but we don’t need to go out in the 
weather, past our bedtime to grow together in our faith.  
Devotions such as this might be just what we need to nurture 
those tender roots of faith and model for our children what 
Advent and faith can look like in our homes. 
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Peace Church Library—Check it out! 

Christmas Pageant! December 18 at 10:30 Service 
It’s Christmas Pageant time! This year’s Christmas Pageant, If We Do It, It Will Work, will be held Dec. 18

th
 at 

the 10:30am service. Here is some important information about Pageant rehearsals, costumes, and music. 

Important dates and times: 

Dec. 11
th

 9:30 a.m. (during Sunday School): We will start in the Sanctuary and sing through the songs 
for the Pageant. I’ll summarize the story for the younger kids, then we’ll split off to our classes for a shorter 
Sunday School lesson. Those with speaking roles will stay in the Sanctuary to rehearse. 

Dec. 17
th

 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. (9:30 a.m. call for speaking roles): this is the Saturday before the 
Pageant, and it is our big practice. It’s very important to have everyone here; it is when we will figure out 
costumes and work out some of the kinks.  

Dec. 18
th

 9:30 a.m.: Pageant Day! This will be a time for last minute song practice as well as costume 
adjustments. We’ll meet in the Sanctuary and then move to our classrooms to get ready. 

If your child is not available or not interested in participating in the Pageant, please give me a call or send me 
an email; it will be helpful to know how many costumes we need. 

Each grade has a particular role and will sing certain songs. Below is a list of costume information and the 
specific songs your child’s class will be singing. Please take time to practice these songs at home so they are 
ready to join in the larger group!  All kids on stage will join in to help with the particular song, and all kids will end 
with “Joy To The World”. 

Middle or High School youth interested in performing opening or closing music—
instrumental or vocal—please call or email Kelli (kelli@peaceucc.org, 724-3637). 

Grade: Role: Costume: Songs: 

Preschool Angels Please wear white. It Came Upon A Midnight 
Clear  
(verse 1) 

Kindergarten and 1st 
Grade 

Sheep Please wear white or 
black 
  

It Came Upon A Midnight 
Clear  
(verse 1) 

2nd and 3rd Grades Barn Animals or 
Townspeople 

Each child’s costume is 
different 
  

Away In A Manger (verse 1) 
and all other songs 

4th and 5th Grades Speaking roles Each child’s costume is 
different 

We Three Kings (verse 1) 
and all other songs listed 
above. 

New adult books: 

Finding Father Christmas by Robin Jones Gunn 

Stories behind the Best-Loved Songs of Christmas 
by Ace Collins 

The Twelve Stories of Christmas by Joe Wheeler 

Holding the Line : Women in the Great Arizona Mine 
Strike of 1983 by Barbara Kingsolver 

Redirection of the Heart by Deborah Gordon Cooper 

Loss in Later Life by Kenneth J Doka 

Me Talk Pretty One Day by David Sedaris 

New children's books: 

Ben’s Blanket and the Baby Jesus : The Christmas 
Story for Children by Linda Burba 

A Song for Joseph : A Christmas Story for Children  
by Mervin A Marquardt 

The Bravest Dog Ever : The True Story of Balto  
by Natalie Standiford 

Mrs. Claus Doesn’t Climb Telephone Poles  
by Debbie Dadey and Marcia Thornton Jones 

A Child was Born : A First Nativity Book  
by Grace Maccaroneama 

Llama Llama Holiday Drama by Anna Dewdney 

Angel Pig and the Hidden Christmas by Jan L Waldron 
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Acting for Justice 

How do we, as people of faith, respond to law 
enforcement that is, in some places, increasingly 
militarized and sometimes has used tactics of 
intimidation and fear?  This question is not new, but 
seems to have new urgency at Standing Rock. 

We ask your blessing and encouragement on 
opportunities for Peace Church to study, explore, reflect 
upon, talk about and consider specific action related to 
these issues in the next twelve months.  We imagine 
using adult forums, worship, study groups, community 
events and service as potential venues for exploration. 

We ask your blessing and encouragement on 
opportunities for engagement by individuals or small 
groups within Peace as a part of active learning and 
discernment.  Within our polity, it is possible for a team 
or group to take action, as a part of, but not on behalf 
of, Peace Church. 

We ask your blessing and encouragement that this 
period of discernment might lead to building 
congregational consensus about some ways in which 
we, as a congregation, will respond and engage in the 
ongoing work of addressing these and related issues.   

We ask your blessing and encouragement for Peace 
staff members as they lead the congregation and its 
various teams and groups through this period of 
discernment.   

Thank you for your thoughtful and prayerful 
consideration of all we are asking.  

Documentary — December 11 
Newtown—what remains after all is lost? 

3pm at Temple Israel, 1602 E 2nd St 
After the film we will honor victims of gun violence by a 
bell ringing in their memory. A brief discussion will 
follow. Peace Acting for Justice Hub is one of the 
sponsors of this event, presented by the Northland 
Brady/Protect Minnesota Chapter. 

Memorial Vigil—December 14 

Fourth anniversary of the Sandy Hook shootings 
Noon-1pm—First Lutheran 1100 E Superior St. 

Come for prayers, candle lighting,  
meditation, and peace. 

The council approved this request for study at 
its November meeting. The request is from the 
Dismantling Racism Team, the Food, Energy 
and Environment Team, and the Acting for 
Justice Hub. 

Dear Julie and Peace Council members,  

This letter requests that you designate the next 12 
months as time for Peace Church to intentionally 
explore issues brought to our nation’s attention by 
the recent events at Standing Rock Indian 
Reservation. The issues are multidimensional and 
challenge us as people of faith.  Some aspects 
have been within the scope of Peace Church’s 
social justice agendas for years.  Some have taken 
on a new urgency.  Some are issues that have 
been at the periphery of the congregation’s concern 
and now need further study and engagement. 

Among these issues are the following: 

How do we, as people of faith, relate to native 
American communities and the history of injustice?  
We need time to learn more and consider what 
active steps we can take as a congregation.  For 
example, we might study the Doctrine of Discovery 
and consider whether, as a church, we want to 
make a statement of repudiation.  Another 
example, we might want to strengthen our 
partnership with All Nations Indigenous Center here 
in Duluth and deepen our engagement with them. 

How do we, as people of faith, encourage further 
dialogue and engagement in the concern for the 
environmental impact of our cultural and social 
dependence upon fossil fuels?  Concern for the 
environment is already within the scope of Peace 
Church social justice work.  However, events at 
Standing Rock bring new urgency to the questions 
regarding the extraction and transport of oil.   

How do we, as people of faith, respond to the 
needs of those who feel called to actively engage in 
protest and civil disobedience?  This is a 
complicated question because we live in a society 
with a tradition of respect for civil disobedience.  
Our faith calls us to advocate for humane treatment 
of all persons under all circumstances.  Our hearts 
respond to the human need for adequate food, 
clothing and shelter even when we may disagree 
about the circumstances in which those needs 
arise. 

A Curriculum to Build Capacity For White People to be in Solidarity 
with People of Color in the Work of Dismantling Racism 

What: A facilitated six week small group experience – discussions, activities, short video 
and readings focused on understanding the system of whiteness and white privilege. 

When: Thursday evenings 6:30-8pm.  January 5th- Feb 9th 

Where: Peace United Church of Christ, 1111 North 11th Ave East 

Cost: Suggested contribution $30. Fees will be donated to racial justice organizations in the area. 

Registration: Call Peace Church at (218) 724-3637. Registration limited to 20 participants. Please plan to attend 
all of the sessions. 
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Voices for Justice 

Voices for Justice    Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice.  We are energized and 

heartened by hearing each other’s stories.  Each month, we will share a brief story from members of our 
community, learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes.  If you would like to share 
your story, or want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office.   

Elaine Augustad—Caring With All Her Heart 
Elaine has been an active member of Peace Church since 1969.  Her very 
first Sunday, Peggy Maske told her she had to help with coffee since they 
were short-handed, and so she did.  She’s been caring for our people ever 
since.  As she wrote recently, “When I go to church I feel love and people 
that care about one another.  It feels like arms holding you close.  We 
certainly need love and caring at this time”   

Elaine has always cared about kids and especially those who are outsiders.  
Growing up in Young America, she was the Swedish girl in an all-German 
community.  She graduated from high school in 1945 during WWII.  During 
high school she worked in a box factory as part of a government contract.    

After graduating, Elaine worked as a nanny in Minneapolis and saved her 
money to go to school.  She went to St. Cloud Teacher’s College and 
graduated in 1949.  She taught fifth and sixth graders in Hopkins, Minnesota 
for four years and then taught in Steward, Minnesota.  Elaine loved teaching, 
and her students loved her.  She received several letters from students 
saying they wished they could stay in elementary school so she could still be 
their teacher.    And a parent wrote:  “This was the first year my daughter 
didn’t want school to end.”   

Elaine married Len Augustad in 1957 and moved to Duluth.  She worked as a bookkeeper for JC Penney’s for 
about five years.  She had always wanted to be an accountant growing up.  But the call to kids kept coming 
back.  As she was raising her son, Alan, she helped in the school library and as a room mother.  And then a job 
opened at Jefferson Elementary to work with kids 
having trouble with reading or math.  Elaine was 
back in the classroom.  She loved it.  Those were 
always “my kids and I put all my energy into them,” 
Elaine stated.  She worked as a teacher’s aide at 
Chester Park, Lowell, and Birchwood elementary 
schools before retiring.  

This past summer, one of the first classes Elaine 
ever taught had a 60

th
 reunion. They asked Elaine to 

come.  Her love had touched them all.  As Elaine 
said,  “When you have lots of kids, sometimes you 
have a child that is hard to get through to, then I 
always remembered that everyone has something 
good and wonderful in them.  Sometime you have to 
look a little harder to find it.”  

Elaine’s goal in high school was to be a bookkeeper.  But, as she said, “God had other plans and so I taught with 
all my heart.”  That’s how Elaine does everything: with all her heart.  Even in retirement she has been active 
working as an election judge, president of the Lakewood Senior group, 
president of the American Legion Auxiliary, and helping out at the 
Veterans’ Home in Silver Bay.       

Thank you Elaine for all your caring – especially for our kids.    
We feel your love.        Interviewed by Kathy Nelson  

Elain has been a faithful member 
of the Peace Bell Folding Team 
for many, many years!  

CHUM Food Shelf Holiday Needs 
Canned sweet potatoes, canned peas,  canned green beans, canned 
corn, evaporated milk, applesauce, coffee, tea bags, macaroni and 
cheese, corn muffin mix , boxed stuffing mix, canned gravy, boxed 
mashed potatoes, graham cracker crusts.  

Marian Jensen 
continues her long 
tradition of making 
the beautiful 
wreath that hangs 
above our church 
entrance. Thank 
you Marian! 

I am sorry that I have to 
leave your 5th grade. If I 
could flunk I would, just to 
be with you. 
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    Moderator’s Report         Peace Church News 

Team and Committee Meetings 
Stewardship Team will meet on Thursday  
December 1 at 5pm in the Conference Room.  

Children’s Ministry will meet on Tuesday 
December 6 at 5:30pm in Conference Room. 

Acting for Justice Hub will meet on Sunday 
December 11 at 11:30am in the Music Room. 

Worship and Arts Committee will meet 
Tuesday December 13 at 5:30pm in the 
sanctuary. 

Dismantling Racism Team will meet on 
Tuesday December 13 at 6:45 in the 
Conference Room. 

The History Team will meet in the History 
Room on Wednesday December 14 from  
10am-12pm. 

Shared Ministry Team will meet on 
December 14 at 4pm in the Conference Room.  

Property Team, and Food and Fellowship 
Team will meet Wednesday December 14  
at 6pm. 

Finance Team will meet on Wednesday 
December 14 at 6pm in the Conference Room. 

Health and Wellness Team will meet on 
Sunday December 18 at 11:30am in the 
Conference Room. 

Adult Ed Team will meet at 3:30pm 
Tuesday December 20 in Conference Room.  

Coordinating Council will meet on 
Tuesday, December 20 at 7pm  

in the Office Conference Room. Budget 
requests by teams and committees are due in 

the office by December 14th . 

Interconnectedness was the message in this month’s 
council meeting meditation. We need each other. In all of 
our differences: physical, ideological, spiritual—we still need 
each other. Our church continues to be a haven in this 
community—helping to bring Elder Mahmoud El Kati to 
speak and educate, creating a year of study about the many 
layers surrounding Standing Rock, making space for quiet 
reflection in the whirlwind of our most recent election. We 
can support these efforts because of you and your 
commitments to this church: financial and otherwise. Please 
continue to send in your pledges for this year as the Council 
will meet in December to discuss and create a budget for the 
next year.  

Other updates: Andy Fena recently joined the 
Coordinating Council as an at-Large member, fulfilling the 
remainder of Jim McLean’s term. Thank you Jim for your 
many years of past and ongoing service. And thank you 
Andy for stepping in! 

Respectfully, Julie Flotten, Peace Church Moderator 

Note from Finance Committee 
To comply with IRS rules, all contributions that you wish 
credited to your 2016 account must comply with the 
following: 1) checks must be dated in 2016; 2) if mailed to 
the church, envelope must be postmarked in 2016;  
3) contributions must be in the church office by Monday, 
January 2, 2017 (If received later than this, the donation will 
be credited to your 2017 giving). 

Poinsettias Each year at Christmas time we decorate the altar with poinsettias. Order one in honor or in memory of 
a loved one, and take it home after the last Christmas Eve service. This is also a fundraiser for our Transportation 

Fund. Because of this fund, we are able to offer rides to church for people lacking transportation. 

 

POINSETTIA ORDER 
Please fill out and place in the offering plate or send to the office 

 

Name                   
 

 I wish to order ______ poinsettias at a cost of $20.00 each,  

 ___in memory of / ___in honor of the following person(s): 

                                  

                                   

(Please make checks payable to Peace Church, with “poinsettia” in the memo) 

A portion of your donations will go to the Peace Church Transportation Fund 

Stewardship Update  “Go and Do the Same”  
    Thanks to everyone who has turned in a pledge card for 
2017!  To date we have received 164 pledges totaling 
$330,355. Last year’s budget included $367,000 in pledged 
income from over 200 pledgers.  

    Please return your pledge cards to the office as soon as 
you are able.  Thanks to our Stewardship Team for all their 
work on this year’s campaign  The wonderful video created 
by Doug Bowen Bailey for the campaign is on our web site 
and on our Facebook page. 
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Retreats and Work Camps—Coming in 2017! 

Peace Winter Camp  
at Wolf Ridge Learning Center 

February 10-12, 2017  
Mark your calendar! Call 
the church office now to 
sign up for Winter Camp at 
Wolf Ridge Environmental 
Learning Center — Friday, 
February 10, through 
Sunday, February 12, 
2017. Cost is $135.00 per 
person for the whole 
weekend. Children 4 years 
of age and younger are 
free. Scholarships available 

on a sliding fee scale. Call or e-mail the Peace office 
now to reserve your family’s place. We have space to 
accommodate 100 people. Payments will be due in the 
Peace office on Monday, February 6, 2017. 

Playing together is an awesome way to grow in faith 
and Winter Camp is a great place to do it. Wolf Ridge 
will do the outdoor programming and Nathan will 
coordinate the faith programming and music. It’s a 
great opportunity for developing life-long connections 
with other families in Peace Church. 

Our hope is that when Peace’s children are 
wrapped in Blessing Blankets on high school 
graduation Sunday, they will have deep roots in a 
church family where they learned to Praise God, Live  
in the Way of Jesus, and work toward Beloved 
Community—roots from which their faith will grow and 
continue to sustain them.  

Join us for time together of life-changing memory 
making at Peace Winter Camp. 

Two Service Learning Opportunities for 
Our  Senior High Youth 

Friday, March 10 – Sunday, March 12  
Urban Immersion in Minneapolis 

Urban Immersion Service Retreats (UISR) is a 
program of the Greater Minneapolis Council of 
Churches that creates and facilitates retreats focused 
on educating participants about the complexities of 
poverty through a lens of faith and service in their 
community.  

We will stay at a Retreat Center on Chicago and 
Lake.  The staff will lead us through a variety of 
activities for learning and reflection.  We will spend 
Saturday working in various service agencies in the 
Twin Cities, with time for reflection that evening.   
On Sunday we will worship with Park Avenue United 
Methodist Church and then return home.   

Cost is $100 with scholarships available on a 
sliding fee scale.  Sign up by January 1

st
!  

DOOR Atlanta  
Senior High Youth Work Camp  

July 22 – 29, 2017 
Located in the heart of the South, and the home of 

a Civil Rights Museum, the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Center, and the Carter Center, Atlanta is often seen 
as the headquarters for civil rights and social justice.  
Atlanta is a city fueled by many cultures and is a 
significant immigration center. Participants are 
greeted with southern hospitality while serving people 
who may be mentally disabled and/or struggling with 
homelessness, or helping recent immigrants transition 
into a home.  These experiences help DOOR Atlanta 
participants  break down some of the stereotypes that 
people often have of those in the city and see the 
face of God in those with whom they interact. 

Sign Up Now to Join Kathy, Nathan and others in 
this weeklong experience with DOOR – Discovering 
Opportunities for Outreach and Reflection in Atlanta, 
Georgia.  The cost is $400 with scholarships 
available.  We will also be doing some major 
fundraising to help with the costs of a bus to take us 
there and back.  Sign up in the office with at $100 
deposit to hold your spot.  

Couple’s Retreat, Saturday January 14 
Mark your calendars for some intentional time with 
your sweetie! Veronica Gaidelis-Langer and Nathan 
Holst will be hosting a couple's retreat on Saturday, 
January 14 from 2-4:30pm. During the gathering we 
will spend time nourishing our relationships while 
building fellowship with others. Childcare will be 
provided. We hope you can join us! 

2017 Men’s Retreat—February 24-26 
The men's retreat will again be held at the Turning 
Point Retreat Center near Floodwood.  The retreat 
will begin with supper Friday, February 24 and end 
after worship on Sunday, February 26.  Save the 
dates and watch for further details in the future.   

2017 Women’s Retreat 
Friday April 28 – Saturday April 29 
All women are welcome at our annual Women’s 

Retreat, held at Eagle Lodge, Clearwater Forest 
Presbyterian Camp near Deerwood MN. Work Camp 2015 
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Peace People  

Thank You! 

Thank you to those who provided special music for 
November! The choir, Worship Team, Darin Bergsven, 
Gudrun Witrak, Susan Larson-Kidd, Wendy Durrwachter, Brad 
Bombardier, and Steve Coll.  

To Gary Solomonson for preaching on November 6th about 
being a dementia friendly congregation.  

To Sara Lund for preaching on November 20th. 

To Annette Strom and Susan Ranfranz for dancing on 
November 20th for worship. 

To our Dismantling Racism Team for leading worship on 
November 27th – Special thanks to Rev. Charlotte Frantz and 
Doug Bowen-Bailey. 

To Doug Bowen Bailey for this year’s stewardship video. 

To Matt Hunter, Deb McLeod and Hope Connell for giving 
stewardship mission moments. They were all very powerful!  

To Marian Jensen and Lorraine Anderson for their help 
making wreaths at the Advent Family Fun Workshop. 

To Sister Judith Oland and Marilyn Mayry for leading the 
book discussion “On Being Mortal”.  

Note to Pastor Kathy from Celeste and Eric Brandt: “Thank 
you for making baby Olan’s baptism special. We are very 
grateful! We are excited for Olan to learn and grow in the 
Peace Church community.” 

The family of Grace Springsteele would like to send our 
sincere thanks to Kathy for all of her help and support for 
Grace while she was dying. Also, the funeral service was 
beautiful and fitting, and we will always remember your caring 
words that helped us through this difficult time. 

Thank you to Linda Goese, Laurie Berner, Nadine Hubert, 
Cathy Ameel, Lynn Devlin and Elise Courtright for cleaning the 
kitchen on Nov. 5.  

Stone Soup Thank you from Lisa Fitzpatrick: Fantastic job 
everyone! We served 2 1/2 giant vats of soup to countless 
people! And raised $269 for the St Mark AME Rev. Arthur Foy 
minority scholarship fund!  

To the PALS group in November— We received $1005 in 
contributions to buy supplies for the CHUM food shelf and 
used that to buy 500 pounds of sugar, 250 pounds of flour and 
72 pounds of coffee.  The remainder of the funds will be sent 
to the food shelf as a cash contribution. It took 26 of us little 
more than an hour to repackage the food into nearly 2000 
packages for distribution.   

Dear Peace people, Thank you for everything you’ve done to 
honor my mom, Vi Brown’s life, growing in Christian faith, 
committing to peace, justice, and reaching out in healing love 
to all of creation. Thank you for all, love & peace from the 
family of Viola; Lisa, Glenda, Mark Fitzpatrick and the Brown family. 

From the Church Library Association: “Thank you for hosting 
the LSCLA meeting. You all made us feel so welcome while 
we enjoyed the yummy treats from your kitchens. We will be 
using some of your ideas at Grace Lutheran. Thanks again!” 

 

Spiritual Companions 
At times we all need a safe and sacred 

space where someone cares to listen and 
travel with us through a trying time or a time 
when we need to or want to share our story in 
a confidential space. Spiritual companioning 
offers such a place. A spiritual companion will 
listen and offer companionship for just one 
conversation or several conversations in an 
atmosphere of trust and holiness. A spiritual 
companion will listen with you and support you 
on your spiritual path towards wholeness as 
you seek to find and respond to the Divine 
Mystery in the midst of your joys and concerns. All 
spiritual companions are trained in some 
aspect of ministry and are available to all.  
If you would like to meet with a Spiritual 
Companion, you may contact Pastor Kathy,  
or call the church  to make arrangements  
(724-3637).  

Keep in Your Prayers 
Ron Edmunds recovering from a stroke in 
Orlando, Florida. 

Dick Eschbach recovering from a stroke, 
now at home. 

Terrie Shannon and Nathalie Hawley both 
receiving treatment for cancer.  

Susan Isernhagen, recovering from hip 
replacement surgery. 

Sympathy 
To Marilyn Mayry on the death of her 
mother, Mary, who was 100 years old. 

To Kay Stevens on the death of her niece, 
Michelle, and her sister Donna. 

Congratulations 
Severin Johnson, son of Martin and Janice 
Johnson, who was baptized on November 13th.   

Peace Bell Articles due November 20! 

Memorials 
Thank you for the following memorials 

given to Peace Church 
    In memory of Grace Springsteele from 
Shari Patshkowski Firth and family, Lari and 
Bell Roberts and family, Judy Patshkowski, 
Joan Severson, Marian Jensen, Elaine 
Wilmot, Beth Paulson, Alice and Steve 
Running, Marg Paulson, Jean Bradley, Diane 
Nesvold, and Therese Johnson.  

    In memory of Vi Brown from Marlis Cran, 
Denise Perry, and George and Elaine 
Ahlgren. 



16 

 

Letter from the Liddles, East Timor      Community / Chum 

CHUM Church—Sunday December 11 at 4:30pm—CHUM Church Christmas Pageant! . Pre-worship 
singing of Christmas Carols will begin at 4pm, followed by the Pageant at 4:30 and a light supper at 5:15  CHUM 
Church is an inclusive community, welcoming all to worship God. We celebrate and acknowledge the goodness 
of God and all of creation and intentionally include people of all abilities. Join us for worship at 4:30pm with a 
light supper following.  For more information contact Sue Anderson, CHUM Church Coordinator, 740-2498 or 
sanderson@chumduluth.org. CHUM Church gathers the second Sunday of every month at Peace Church. 

Peace Church Family, 

Words cannot capture our gratitude for your support 
of our ministry in East Timor.  In so many ways you 
continue to be with us and for us — thank you! 

We have been serving in East Timor now for 5 
months, but as you know, in reality we are picking up 
where we left off in 2012.  Thus we’ve been able to 
“hit the ground running,” much more so that when 
starting an assignment from scratch. 

What have we been up to?  Here are a few things: 

Daily work in Immanuel Clinic:  Monica is consulting 
and treating patients 5 days a week, teaching the 
Timorese staff and helping IPTL develop its health 
program. 

Health promotion outreach:  Uniting World of 
Australia, the main funder of Clinic Immanuel, has 
encouraged the Clinic to do more outreach.  Thus, 
we’ve been working with a remote village doing both 
mobile clinics and health promotion / education.  Both 
of us are working on this project with the Clinic staff. 

Tuberculosis:  You may be aware that tuberculosis is 
still a scourge in poor countries.  In Timor 11% of 
deaths are due to it.  Through our church networks 
we are tracking down, testing and treating suspected 
TB patients.  Amena of course is heading up the lab 
work with her skills acquired at Lake Superior 
College. 

Pastoral ministry: Currently there are only 30 
ordained ministers in IPTL for over 50 
congregations.  IPTL has therefore asked Tom to 
serve as the pastor in Immanuel Church Lospalos 
until they can assign a pastor here.  In addition to 
serving here he is also responsible for the 4 rural 
congregations in Lautem District.  

Family life: We are finding it more challenging with 
our kids than last time we were here.  Social 
connections are more challenging and balancing 
home schooling with our work responsibilities is 
tricky.  Nevertheless, the blessing is that we spend 
lots of time together. Your prayers are welcome.  

We are doing our best to keep you updated via our 
blog and weekly posts on Facebook.  In case you’re 
not following us on the blog, you can find it at: 
www.timorsite.wordpress.com.  And please send us a 
friend request if you’d like to follow us on Facebook.  

Thank you again for your generosity and partnership 
in God’s global mission.  Your questions, comments 
and prayers are always more than welcome. 

Tom, Monica, Hannah and Simon,  
 Lospalos, East Timor  

Waterproof Blanket Project  
at the Steve O’Neil Apartments 

A parenting group at the Steve O’Neil Apartments is 
working on a project together tying blankets that are 
waterproof and rugged enough to last a night out on 
the streets in Duluth. The moms are going to 
distribute them to folks at the drop in center who may 
be spending many cold nights outside once winter 
arrives in full. The need is endless, but they are in 
need of materials. Peace is collecting donations of 
Waterproof Fabric and Flannel Cloth: just buy equal 
amounts of each and there will be a box at the church 
to collect donations. Thanks!. For more info please 
contact Adam Pine at apine@umn.edu or 726-8474. 

Christmas Tableaux 
Sunday December 18 at 5pm 

United Church in Two Harbors 

These still-life, living pictures of the nativity scenes, 
set with music and scripture readings, theatrically 
capture the wonder of the Christmas story.  The 
Tableaux are indoors, take 35-45 minutes, and are 
appropriate for all ages. The Tableaux will take place 
at the United Church (531 3

rd
 Ave., Two Harbors). 

This is a free event.  

Support Group for Parents of Children with 
FAS and a Mental Illness Meets in Duluth 

NAMI Minnesota and MOFAS (Minnesota 
Organization on Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, FAS) are 
teaming to provide parent a resource support group to 
help parents meet the challenges of raising a child 
with a mental illness and/or FAS, learn coping skills 
and develop problem solving skills.  A group meets in 
Duluth on the 3rd Wednesday of each month, 6:30-
8:00 p.m. at Washington Community Center, 301 N. 
First Ave. W. For information contact: Debbie at or 
218-590-4199 or debmraz2@gmail. 

Holiday Organ Concert 
Sunday, December 4 at 3:00 pm 

The Arrowhead Chapter of the American Guild of 
Organists invites you to a Holiday Concert at Sacred 
Heart Music Center, 201 West 4th Street, Duluth, MN. 
This concert will feature young musicians from the 
community, including organ students. The Twin Ports 
Wind Orchestra brass will also play festive music for 
the season and a carol sing-along will be led by David 
Tryggestad, Resident Organist at Sacred Heart Music 
Center. Suggested donation of $10.  

mailto:sanderson@chumduluth.org
http://www.timorsite.wordpress.com
mailto:apine@umn.edu
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 Nursery 

 4  Lencie Westrick, Crystal Sjelin, Patty Beech (back-up) 

11 Hilary Neblett Julie Hein, Lyn Kaim (back-up) 

18 Veronica Gaidelis-Langer, Crystal Kaczmarczyk, Laura Greensmith (back-up) 

25 Christmas Day—No scheduled volunteers 

December Volunteer Schedules 

 Lay Readers 

 4 8:30: Leanne Ventrella 

 10:30: Marsha Hystead 

11 8:30: Brooke Tapp 

 10:30: Jen Pearson 

18 8:30: Eric Blomstrom 

 10:30: Gary Boelhower  

25 8:30: No 8:30 service 

 10:30: No lay reader 

 Greeters—10:30 

 4 Kim & Lee Kruger, Anne Skwira-
Brown 

11 Maggie & Marc Fink, Sandy 
Moore 

18 Laurie Anderson, Judy Derauf, 
Loni Cran-Hovis 

24  Greeters needed for 4pm and 
10pm services 

25 Volunteers needed.  

Damiano Soup Kitchen 
December 11 

1:30pm: Loni Cran-Hovis, Mike 
Karstens, Jesse & Isabelle 
Schomberg, Penny Cragun 

4:20pm: Susan Ranfranz & 
Jackson Manthey, Tom & Kim 
Heinitz, Laurie Anderson 

Monday Meals at Dorothy 

Day House (1712 Jefferson) 

 5 Carla Larson 

12 Doug Bowen-Bailey 

19 Gary A & Gary B 

26 Laura & Jeff Greensmith 

Coming up — January 

Coordinators: 

Kirby & Cathy Wood, 724-1196  

Mark Liske, 728-2749 

Mary & Jeff Adams, 464-1992 

Megan & John Bennett,  
612-867-9297 

Jennifer Boyle, 728-4185 

Mollie Stapleton Clark, 525-0557 

Charlotte Frantz, 728-3204 

Cammy & Shawn Hansen,  
525-0100 

Tara Hoban, 428-4937 

Amy & Eric Larson, 724-1349 

Deb Stricker & Sandy Moore,  
724-1117 

John & Lyn Clark Pegg, 348-3048 

Gwen Plumb & Dave Gerhart, 
525-6551 

Judy & Bill Seliga-Punyko,  
525-4688 

Eric and Jane Rudd, 727-4116 

Aimee VanStraaten, 464-0557  

Coffee Hour Teams 

December Schedule 

Coordinators: 

Mike & Linda Lundberg,  
525-6804 

Susan Kehtel/Amy Galarowicz, 
624-1800 

December 4 

Set-up: Tim & Melanie Lundell 

Serve/Clean up: Ellen & Amy 
Shelhon, John Pokrzywinski 

 

December 11  

Set-up: Mike Schrage, Tom & Linda 
Curran 

Serve/Clean up: Ed & Max Proetz, 
Susan K & Amy G. 

 

December 18 

Set-up: Patty Beech, Susan K & 
Amy G 

Serve/Clean up: Peter Good & 
Deanna Notaro, Susan K & 
Amy G 

 

December 25—No coffee hour 

 

Please bring 3 dozen cookies, 

bars, crackers or fruit  

on your day to help. 

Thank you! 

. 

 10:30 Ushers    (Lead Usher in bold) 
 4 Tim Peters, Nettie Bothwell, Julie MacKenzie, Melissa Boyle 

11 Tim Peters, Phyllis Cook, Lisa & Andrea Brown  

18 Tim Peters, Cindy Macaulay, Craig & Jeanie Peterson  

24 Tim Peters, Volunteers needed for 4pm and 10pm services 

25 Tim Peters, Volunteers needed for 10:30am service 

18 Bridget Reistad, Tom Westrum 

25 No 8:30 service 

  8:30 Ushers  
 4 Lynn Watson, John Barry 

11 Dennis & Denise Hamsher 

Acolyte  

 4 Rowan Fitzpatrick, 
Tae Harstad-Johnson 

11 Volunteers needed 

18 & 25 NO Sunday School,  
No acolytes 

Please let Kelli know if you can 
acolyte on the 11th, 18th, or 
25th! Thanks. 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/acolyte72_web.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/2009-09-01.htm&usg=__0KYVlvahqVkI18mB_wvAAPeSL3A=&h=300&w=327&sz=10&hl=EN&start=37&sig2=uGY
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Peace United Church of Christ 
1111 North 11th Avenue East 
Duluth, MN 55805 
 
(218) 724-3637 
www.peaceucc.org 
E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 
 

 

Non-profit  
Organization 

US Postage PAID 
Permit No. 84 

Duluth, MN 

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender identity, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF    
Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Ministries:  Nathan Holst  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator:  Kelli Farell 

Visitation:  Cheryl Walsh 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation: Rev. Terese Tomanek, Rev. Tom Liddle, and Rev. John Szarke 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY—9-3, PHONE:  218-724-3637 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Kathy:  knelson@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org    
 Jim: jim@peaceucc.org    Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org   Kelli: kelli@peaceucc.org 
    Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org    Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 
  

If you would like to be on our email list to receive notices of church events, please email the office. 

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


