
  

 

JUNE 2014 MARCH 2016 

Prayers Around the Cross 
Every Wednesday at 7:30pm  
Join us each Wednesday in Lent in 

the Sanctuary for this meditative worship 
which includes quiet singing, silence, 
prayer and the lighting of candles.   
Take time each week for worship as  
we journey toward Easter.   

   Maundy Thursday Service 
           March 24 at 7:00 pm 

This service will include a symbolic foot or hand 
washing, dramatic reading and the celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper. Join us as we remember the 
final meal Jesus shared and continues to share with 
his disciples. Special music by the choir.  

Joint Good Friday Service, March 25 
March 25 at 7pm 

Pilgrim Congregational Church, 2310 E.4th St. 
     The choirs of Pilgrim UCC, Glen Avon 
Presbyterian Church and Peace UCC will be joining 
their voices together in the singing of anthems, and 
we will worship together as we listen to the  Passion 
Narrative. The offering will go to the work of Chum. 

Holy Saturday Vigil  
March 26 at 6:00 pm  

At the Tot Lot Beach—12th St & Lake Ave. S. 
Park Point on the lake side 

    Gather on the beach of Lake Superior for a fire, 
singing and scripture, and readings that use the 
elements to tell the story of God’s ongoing work of 
salvation for all creation. Service will include 
communion and the tossing of stones into the lake 
as part of our time of confession. After the service 
we will roast marshmallows.  Children are welcome!  

Easter Sunday – March 27 
8:30  am Worship led by our Youth    
This service will include communion, a 
youth drama, and special music by our youth.  

9:30-10:30am — Easter Breakfast  
Fundraiser by Our Youth  

Proceeds for this summer’s Ecofaith Camp 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall for egg dish, 
bagels, fruit, coffee and juice.   

10:00am — Easter Egg Hunt for Kids  
Begin in the Fellowship Hall 

10:30am — Traditional Easter Service  
This service will include choir anthems, sermon by 

Pastor Kathy, and instrumental accompaniment to our 
hymns and anthems.  

Lent and Holy Week Services  

Mortgage Burning on March 20! 
On Palm Sunday, March 20, we will celebrate 

paying off the mortgage on our remodeling projects 
which began in 2004. It has been quite a journey as we 
have dreamed a new space with open doors and more 
room for all God’s people. All are welcome in this 
place! There will be a special coffee hour in honor 
of the generosity of all of you who have made this 

possible! Please see page 13 for more information. 

Pathways to Peace —Sacred Landscapes 
Saturday March 5, 2-4pm 

Nature and Culture with Chel Anderson 
Nature Here and Now with Larry Weber 

Peace Church Sanctuary 

See page 10 for more information. 

Living into the Difficult: Race, Diversity & Duluth for All—March 12, 2016 

8:00 a.m. sign-in, 8:30 – 4:00 p.m. Workshop at Peace — We are taking seriously a conversation 
about reparations and race in Duluth. Led by Dr. Melanie Harris and Dr. Jennifer Harvey, we will 
explore ‘What do white folks need to know? What do black folks care about most? What needs 
are not being met?  How can we work together for a Duluth for all?’   

See page 9 for more information! 
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From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 

March holds so many important events in the life of our congregation, not the least of which is Easter.  The 
stone was rolled away, the door opened  so our hearts can open too.  Love is stronger than hate, life goes on 
even after death.  That is indeed the good news which is the heart of our faith.     

This month on Sunday, March 20th we also celebrate the completion of the pay off on our building campaign 
which began in 2004 with the theme of “Opening Doors, Building Peace”.  We have created many new doors—
open doors in our building to reach out to God’s world.  In 2006 we dedicated the new entry way and doors with 
this prayer . . .  

“We praise you, O God for the joy we find in dedicating this place: a new entry – opening doors for  the 
building  of peace.  It is a place to come in for community and prayer,  a place to go out from to share the 
good news of God’s love for all. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the strengths that have brought this day into being:  the vision which 
came to dwell on this ground over 45 years ago; the labors of those who planned, and built this new 
space; and the financial support of so many, including the bequest of the Hallers—Herb and Margaret and 
their daughter, Geraldine 

 O God, make us ever mindful of each person’s special gift they carry into this place, and into our lives.   

We stand in awe, O God, of the wondrous skills here assembled:  the encompassing eye of the 
planner; the tempered patience of the crafter, the hands of the builders.  All shaped this place for the 
common good. O God, let no talent be overlooked in the building of your reign.  May we continue to make 
this place a sanctuary for all who walk through our doors. 

We call to you, O God, to cast your spirit among us this day.  Let us be servants and visionaries, your 
people of hope.  Today, we dedicate this new space and ask your blessings upon all gathered here and 
on all who come into this church.”    

We still seek God’s blessing as we live out this prayer.  And I am so grateful to many, many people who 
made the completion of the entry way and sanctuary projects possible.  It is almost hard to remember what our 
space looked like before.  But as I ponder, I remember two people who worked hard for this back in 2004 who 
are no longer with us—Trudy Schwerdt and Mary Martin.  Both of them wrote something for the book of prayer 
for the 2004 project: 

I believe God created the world (the method is unimportant).  I believe God has given us 
freedom to make choices but accepts us as we are. 

I believe Jesus was born to show us the ways of love and was resurrected to show us 
eternal life and that death is part of life. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit which is God among us.  God created us in his image by giving 
each of us a spark of the flame of the Holy Spirit.  We are to look for that spark in others 
and keep rekindling it if it becomes dim.”    
~ Trudy Schwerdt.  

My faith is an anchor that allows me to let go of fear, walk into uncertain situations, 
believe I am cared about, and feel the caring of others. It feeds me, gives me hope, and 
touches my heart in the deepest way. 

Peace Church is the community of people who accept me, nourish me and suggest 
opportunities to serve others in a myriad of ways.  I learn, my faith deepens, and meaningful 
relationships are possible there.”    -- Mary Martin  

The doors are open . . . let us share that spark of the Holy Spirit with one another, let us 
let go of fear and walk together.  The stone has been rolled away, doors are opened and our hearts are full.       

Thank you, Pastor Kathy  

Image on front page: Copyright by He Qi. All Rights Reserved. Used with Permission.  
Visit the He Qi Gallery at www.heqigallery.com to purchase quality art prints of his work. 

Trudy 

Mary 
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Sundays in March 

Sunday, March 6    

Fourth Sunday of Lent     
   “One Great Hour of Sharing Sunday”  

Sermon: “Breaking Through the Ceilings”     
 by Pastor Xavier Bell 

Scripture: Mark 2:  1 - 12 

   This morning we will celebrate communion at 
both of our services.  Our choir and worship 
team will provide music at our 10:30 service. 

Sunday, March 13    

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Scripture:  Ruth 1  

Sermon:  “Who Are Your People?”    
by Rev. Jennifer Harvey, Guest Preacher  

Sunday, March 20  

Palm Sunday/ Celebration Sunday  

Scripture:  Luke 19:  28 - 40  

Sermon:  “Opening Doors, Praising God”  
  by Pastor Kathy  

   This morning we will celebrate Jesus’ entrance 
into Jerusalem with a palm processional and 
special anthems by our choir.  We will celebrate 
the baptism of Nola Liles, daughter of Sandy and 
Justin Liles. 

    We will also celebrate paying off the mortgage 
on our remodeling projects which began in 2004.  
It has been quite a journey as we have dreamed 
a new space with open doors and more room for 
all God’s people.  All are welcome in this place!  
Doug Bowen-Bailey is creating a special video 
for this morning so we can see where we have 
come from. And the chairs of all four capital 
campaigns will share in leading our worship and 
the burning of the debt!  There will be a special 
coffee hour of heavy appetizers and special 
treats following the 10:30 service.  

Sunday, March 27 Easter Sunday!  

Scripture:  John 20:  1 – 18  

Sermon:  “Resurrection Joy”   

The youth will lead our 8:30 service with a drama 
and special music.  They will also host an Easter 
Egg Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt at 9:30 in 
the Fellowship Hall.  The 10:30 service includes 
special music by our choir and brass 
accompaniment.  

We have two services each Sunday at 8:30am and 10:30am. At the early service, communion is shared each 
Sunday.  The 10:30 service has communion the first Sunday of the month and music by the choir. 

The sermon and children’s time are the same at both services.  

Sunday Adult Forums 
9:30am in the Fireside Room 

Join us for great learning and discussion! 
March 6 — Kevin Skwira-Brown on  Understanding 
White Privilege, what it is and how it operates.  Come with 
your questions and curiosity.   

March 13 — Come continue our conversation with Dr. 

Jennifer Harvey, author of Dear White Christians. 

March 20 — Eric Enberg from the Citizen’s Climate 
Lobby.  CCL is working to enact climate action on the 
Federal level.  They advocate for a gradually rising carbon 
fee on all carbon at the source (mine or wellhead) which is 
then distributed to all American households equally, on a 
monthly basis (the dividend).  This drives money down in 
the economy, resulting in the lower two-thirds of the 
population getting more money in the dividend than they 
will pay out in increased energy costs, increasing jobs by 
2.8 million more than the status quo, among other 
benefits.    

March 27 — Easter Breakfast with an Easter Egg Hunt 
for children at 10 am  

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering  
Will be Received in Worship on Sunday, March 6 

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) special mission 
offering of the United Church of Christ involves you in 
disaster, refugee/immigration, and development ministries 
throughout the world. When a disaster strikes or people 
are displaced or made refugees by violence or extreme 
poverty, you are part of the immediate response and of the 
long-term recovery. Through OGHS you engage in holistic 
development programs including health care, education, 
agriculture, food sustainability, micro-financing and 
women’s empowerment. Because the UCC relates in 
mutual partnership to churches and organizations through 
Global Ministries and worldwide response & recovery 
networks, your contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing 
put you in the right place at the right time for the relief, 
accompaniment and recovery of the most vulnerable. You 
meet immediate needs and you address the underlying 
causes that create those needs in the first place.  

Service of Healing  
Our next Healing Service will be on Sunday April 10 at 

6 p.m. in the front of the Sanctuary. The service offers 
times of stillness, Scripture readings, music, healing 
prayer, meditation, and anointing for those who desire it. 
The music is relaxing, and the liturgy is in the style of Iona. 
The service lasts about 30 minutes.  
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Faith Formation / Small Groups 

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
Wednesday March 23  

Noon in the Fireside Room 
Bring your own lunch and share conversation and 

devotions with Pastor Kathy.  This month we will talk 
about the passion story of Jesus.  How are suffering 
and joy inseparable?  All women are welcome.  

Lenox Women’s Spiritual Life Group  
Monday March 21 

Meet at noon at Lenox Place Apartment 710  
(701 W. Superior St.) for lunch and 
fellowship! All women are welcome! 

All women are invited to join us at the Lenox 
Building (across from the Duluth downtown library). 

Loni Cran‐Hovis prepares a delicious lunch and 
participants share and reflect on life issues of grief, 
forgiveness, change, and transitions. Women strive 
to connect with their own inner peace. This group is 
led by Cheryl Walsh. 

If you have questions or need a ride, please call 

Cheryl (218‐525‐4129).  

Monday Women’s Book Group  
March 7 & 21 at 7pm in Fireside Room 

The books chosen focus on faith and spirituality 
and are selected by the participants in the group. All 
women are invited to join the discussion. Watch the 
weekly emails for more info and the current book 
selection. For further information contact Jackie Falk, 
724-3637 or Jackie@peaceucc.org.  

A Study of Paul's Letter to the Philippians 

Saturday, April 16 — 9am - 1:30pm, in the 
Fireside Room. Lunch included.  

Finding Joy, when it's not obvious  
there is anything to be joyful about.  

Peace Grief Support Group 

Thursday March 10, Noon to 1pm  
in the Peace Church Chapel 

Facilitators: Chaplain Deborah Cooper  
and Chaplain Gudrun Witrak 

Our support group for individuals dealing with the 

death of a loved one or other life changing losses 

meets at noon on the second Thursday of each 

month, downstairs in the Chapel. All are welcome. 

Questions? Call Deborah Cooper (728-2097)  

Men’s Breakfast —  
March 10 & 24 at 7am at New London Cafe  

Join us to eat and converse at the New London Café, 
4721 E Superior Street. We meet every other 
Thursday. All men are invited to attend. 

Soma Yoga Class  
Mondays  9:00-10:15am in Fireside Room 

Taught by Robin Davidson, Physical Therapist 
and Certified Yoga Instructor. Questions? Call Robin 
at 728-0237. The cost is a suggested free-will 
offering to Peace Church of $3.00 per class.   

Looking ahead... 

2016 Women’s Retreat 
Friday April 29-Saturday April 30 

“Finding Our Place – Continuing the 
Conversations on Sacred Landscapes”  

Join with other women of the congregation to speak 
about the places of our hearts, places where we find 

healing and wholeness.  
Psalm 121 will be the 
scripture passage that 
frames our time together.  
“I lift my eyes to the hills 
from where comes my 
help.”  

We will go back to Eagle Lodge at Clearwater Forest 
Presbyterian Camp near Deerwood MN.  We start 
with dinner on Friday night and then have a time of 
sharing and thinking about our own sacred places.  
Saturday morning will include a time of reflection on 
Psalm 121.  We end following lunch on Saturday. 

Each person will have her own bed, and we will 
share in the preparation of meals.  Cost will be $45 
with scholarships available. Sign up at church on the 
clip board outside the office.  We will have a sign up/
planning meeting on Sunday April

 
 3rd at 11:45 in the 

Fireside Room.  

Peace Art Club — Sunday March 6  
1pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 An informal, casual and fun monthly gathering 
of people who enjoy being creative (no real skill 
necessary!). This month we'll be creating faux iron 
pieces We meet the first Sunday of each month. Feel 
free to join in whenever you can, and you are always 
welcome to bring a friend. Various artists and crafters 
will lead the group through a project, start to finish. $5 
each to cover supplies. RSVP to Heather by email 
(muzikayaker@Ymail.com) or text (701.541.3208). 

mailto:muzikayaker@Ymail.com
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Groups, Gatherings, and Opportunities  

Team and Committee Meetings 
Newcomers are always welcome at these meetings! 

Children’s Ed will meet Tuesday March 1 at 

4:45pm in the Conference Room. 

Stewardship Team will meet on Thursday 
March 3 at 5pm in the Conference Room.  

Acting for Justice Hub meeting Sunday, 
March 13 at 11:45 am in the Music Room. We 
will begin meeting together and then divide into 
our individual teams—Dismantling Racism, 
Open and Affirming, Global Partnership and 
Peace/Justice.  New folks are always welcome!  

Adult Ed Team will meet on Tuesday March 
15 at 3:30pm. This team meets to coordinate 
the various adult education opportunities at 
Peace including Sunday morning forums and 
small groups. New folks welcome.   

Worship and Arts Committee will meet on 
Tuesday, March 15 at 5:30 pm in the 
Sanctuary. This team meets to plan worship 
and discuss what is working and what is not as 
we praise God together. All are welcome. 

The History Team will meet in the History 
Room on Wednesday March 9 from 10am-
12pm. 

Shared Ministry Team will meet on 
Wednesday March 9 at 4pm in the Conference 
Room. This team is involved in welcoming 
guests, and encouraging all members to find 
meaningful involvement here. 

Property, Food and Fellowship, and 
Finance Teams will meet on Wednesday 
March 9, at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

Health and Wellness Team will meet on 
Sunday March 20 at 11:45am in the 
Conference Room. 

Meals at CHUM Drop-in Center 
(1st Ave W and 2nd St.)  

Wednesday Breakfast—March 2, 16, & 30 
every other Wednesday, 9am-11am 

Join this fun group to make breakfast at CHUM! 

Thursday Dinner—March 17 

Third Thursday of each month 4-6pm 

Help and donations are always welcome! Thanks to 
Cathy Carlson who cooks and coordinates this meal! 
Contact Cathy Carlson, cathycarlson62@gmail.com or 
the office for more info. Let us know if you’d like to be 
on the email list for this group. 

Ted Talks Over Lunch,  
Tuesday, March 22, 12pm in Conference Room 

Join us for a great video and conversation. 

Sandwiches provided! For more information talk 

with Pastor Kathy or Nancy Carlson. 

This month we will watch “The Power of 

Mindfulness” with Home Nguyen at Tedx 

Teachers College. “Nguyen shares the amazing 

journey of his life and reflection that leads to 

unconditional love and real happiness. 

Coordinating Council will 
meet on Tuesday, March 15  

at 7pm in the office  
Conference Room 

PALS — Watch your weekly email 
reminders for info on March event! 

Advance Care Directive Workshop  
Sunday, March 6 at 11:45 
First Sunday of each month 

60% of people say that making sure their family is not 
burdened by tough decisions is “extremely important.” 

56% are still intending to do so. 

The Health and Wellness Team is committed to making 
it possible for people to have the conversations on what 
matters to you, not what’s the matter with you. Many of us 
have the good intention of completing our Advance Care 
Directive, but don't get around to it. Our Advance Care 
Directive names the person we would like to have make 
our health care decisions if we are unable to do so. The 
Directive also includes our guidelines for making those 
decisions.  

The Health and Wellness Team provides an opportunity 
to consider one’s personal values with the support of 
people from Peace who are skilled at providing information 
and support. After having learned more, you can complete 
your Directive at the workshop or take it home.  

Sessions are held on the FIRST Sunday of every 
month at 11:45, after worship in the Conference Room. 
Several versions of directives will be available for review 
including the new short form.  

Peace Bell Articles due March 21! 

Looking ahead 
Kitchen Cleaning day on April 23 

Put it on your calendar! It promises to be a fun and 
productive time. 9am-1pm—lunch included! 
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Centering Prayer in Chapel  
The Christian practice  

of mindfulness and meditation. 

Monday-Thursday at 7:15 am  

Wednesdays at 5pm 
Opened and closed with Music  

by Jim Larson 
Centering Prayer is a method of silent, 

contemplative prayer, in which we experience 
God's presence within us, closer than breathing, 

closer than thinking,  
closer than consciousness itself.  

Wednesday Activities 

Wednesday Activity Schedule  

5pm: Centering Prayer in Chapel 

5:30-6pm: Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 

6-7pm: Bible Study in the Fireside Room 

6-6:45pm: Peace Puppets in the Lakeview Classroom 

6:15pm: Adult Choir in Music Room 

6:30-8pm: Youth Group in Youth Room 

7-8:15pm: Confirmation in Fireside Room 

7:30pm: Prayers Around the Cross in sanctuary 

Childcare is provided in the Nursery  
from 6 to 7pm for all children 1st grade and younger. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
6 pm in the Fireside Room 

Great Fellowship, Prayer and Learning  

Join Pastor Kathy and Rev. Bob Stevens  on 

Wednesday evenings, reading the Gospel lesson for 

the coming Sunday using the Lectio Divina method. 

Lectio Divina is listening for the still, small voice of 

God that speaks to us. No prior biblical knowledge 

needed! We close with prayer, each praying for the 

person on his or her right. Join us as we practice 

this ancient and yet very relevant method of Bible 

study. 

Kids 2nd-5th grade! 
6:00pm to 6:45pm Wednesdays 

Lakeview Classroom 

Peace Puppets is open to anyone in 2
nd

-5
th

 Grade. We 

have lots of fun putting on shows, writing scripts, 

making puppets, learning about singing, learning 

music, and showing off our singing and puppeteering 

skills in Church! We are always looking for helpers, so 

if you can help or have questions contact Nathan in the 

Church office.  

Spiritual Companions 
At times we all need a safe and sacred space to 

rest, restore and renew. We often want a place where 

someone cares to listen and travel with us through a 

trying time or a time when we need to or want to share 

our story in a safe and confidential space. Spiritual 

companioning offers such a place. In this space, a 

spiritual companion will listen and offer companionship 

for just one conversation or several conversations in an 

atmosphere of trust and holiness. A spiritual companion 

will listen with you and support you on your spiritual 

path towards wholeness as you seek to find and 

respond to the Divine Mystery in the midst of your joys 

and concerns. 

At the heart of spiritual companionship is intentional 

care and compassion for each person on her/his unique 

journey. All spiritual companions are trained in some 

aspect of ministry and are available to all. Look for a 

brochure with bios of our seven Spiritual Companions: Terese Tomanek, Bob Stevens, Cheryl Walsh, Leslie 

Williamson White, Regina Laroche, Liz Liebenstein and Marilyn Mayry. No matter where you are in your life 

journey, you will be welcomed. If you would like to meet with a Spiritual Companion, you may contact Pastor 

Kathy, Pastor Jackie, or call the church office to make arrangements (724-3637). 

First Year Confirmation 
Ninth Graders! 

The first year class meets on the first and third 
Wednesdays from 7 – 8:15pm.  Pastor Kathy and 
Jon Barry are the teachers of this class.   

March 2: The Gospel of Mark Chapters 7 and 8 

March 16: The Gospel of Mark, Chapters 9 and 10 

Second Year Confirmation  
Tenth Graders!  

The second year class meets on the second and 

fourth Wednesdays of each month from 7 – 8:15pm.   

March 9: Peace Church History with Bill Kehtel 
and Bill Kohlts of our Historical Committee.  

March 23: Resurrection Reflections  

    On Friday, May 6, we will be on an overnight 
retreat together as we prepare for Confirmation 
Sunday on May 15  (Pentecost Sunday).    
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Peace Church Youth  

Youth Group  
for 6th-8th graders   

Wednesdays—6:30pm–8:00pm  
in the Youth Room! 

March is here already and we’ve got 
another great month planned for youth 
group.  We’ll continue all the usual great 
stuff—songs, hang-out time, and of 
course, gaga ball.  This month we’ll be 
engaging themes around Lent and then 
moving into preparing for Easter later in 
the month, which includes an Easter 
drama—so come join in the planning for 
the service together.  We’ll also have 
Prayers Around the Cross each 
Wednesday in Lent, so come check out all 
the great things happening here at church! 

“Manna” Senior High Youth 
Gathering—March 20 

It’s the modern manna—pizza from 
heaven!  If you’re in high school, come 
join in for some delicious pizza and 
games on the 3

rd
 Sunday of the month 

(this month is March 20
th

) right after 
the 2

nd
 service in the youth room.  If 

you’re planning to come, please let 
Nathan know at nathan@peaceucc.org 
or 724-3637 to plan for food amount. 

Looking ahead  
for Senior High Youth 

The Ecofaith Youth Camp  
June 26-30 

    The EcoFaith Youth Camp is a week 
long day camp for youth in grades 9-12 
and their adult leaders that explores the 
intersection of environmental, economic 
and racial justice issues in the context of 
faith. Each day will include speakers, 
experiential field trips, videos, 
conversations and reflection activities 
that will challenge participants to dig 
deeper into the stories of the land, 
water, and indigenous communities in 
the Duluth area and what they have to 
teach us…and inspire participants to 
listen to and respond to God’s call to 
each of us to care for creation in our 
own lives and within our faith and local 
communities.  Mark your calendars and 
look for more information soon!  Contact 
Nathan at nathan@peaceucc.org or  
724-3637 for more information. 

Peace Church Youth on Ski Trip to Giant’s Ridge 

Urban Immersion Service Retreat 
Friday March 4-Sunday March 6 

Confirmands are invited to join Nathan and Pastor Kathy and 
other adults for a weekend retreat through the Minneapolis Council 
of Churches.  This is an optional event, but it is a great experience 
of service learning in various social service agencies in 
Minneapolis. The cost will be $100 (scholarships available).  We 
will leave by 4pm on Friday, and return on Sunday by 3pm. 

We currently have 20 youth and 5 adults who are planning on 
attending.  More are welcome!  

Middle School Youth—looking ahead to Easter! 

Saturday, March 26th, we'll meet at 10am and stuff and hide 

Easter eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt! Please plan to come if you 
can, lots of hands will make short work! 

Sunday, March 27th, Easter Sunday! We are in charge of 

the 8:30am service. We will be leading worship, doing the 

readings, ushering, greeting, etc. Let Nathan know if you  can be there. 

Middle School Youth Canoe Trip 

Sunday, August 17  
to Tuesday, August 19  

     Hold these dates for this summer’s 
youth trip to Fenske Lake Campground.  
We have again reserved the Group Site -- 
a beautiful setting for swimming, fishing, 
fellowship, faith and fun.  All youth in  
6

th
 – 8

th
 grades are welcome! Pastor 

Kathy and Nathan will lead the trip but will 
need other adult chaperones — think 
about joining us! 

Many thanks to the adult chaperones who went on the ski trip:  
Emily Larson, Andy Fena, Jane Rupel, Dustin Holden, and Britt Rohrbaugh! 

mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
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More Opportunities for All Ages! 

       Light in the Cracks by Nathan Holst 

“Ring the bells that still can ring 

Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack in everything 

That’s how the light gets in” 

  ~Lenard Cohen 

We’re in the season of Lent, a time to reflect on the 

cracks, anticipating the light of transformation to come, 

whether it’s the societal cracks of racism that we’ll 

engage in during our “Living Into The Difficult” event on 

March 12th, or in Peace Church as a whole, or in our 

individual lives. 

A few weeks ago, I was with a group of youth 

directors and one explained an activity that she did 

with her middle school youth.  It was the beginning of 

Lent, and she decided to play with the theme of the 

hymn, “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?”.  

Each of the youth went around and shared a written 

statement, “Were you there when…my dog died…

when war broke out…when I experienced depression.”  

At the end, they sang the song as they burnt the 

pieces of paper, which was a powerful experience for 

the youth, who perhaps had not realized the 

connections they had to each other in their struggles 

that this activity brought out.   

I love this season of the church because it’s a time 

to be fully human, to explore the hard things in life and 

prepare ourselves for transformation.  On initial 

thought, the ski trip to Giant’s Ridge that our middle 

school youth just took recently doesn’t seem to fit this 

theme.  We had lots of fun with our overnight filled with 

pizza and sleeping bag races, and the next day 

seemed pretty straight forward in that the kids went out 

to ski and had a great time in the 5 hours we were 

there.  So how is a fun-filled trip like this related to 

Lent?  When I stop to look a little deeper, I start to see 

with Lenten eyes, remembering that underneath that 

layer of fun, I’ve heard stories about how each youth is 

experiencing some struggle—whether it’s struggling to 

fit in, finding a place in the world, or simply the task of 

loving oneself.  It’s just that we haven’t yet created a 

space together where we can trust each other enough 

to share our cracks, and to see what kind of 

transformation might come out of it.   

This Lenten season, as our youth group engages 

with our cracks and the light in them, as we create 

space to share with each other, I invite you to look for 

spaces in your own life to explore your own experience 

of Lent.  And while you do, why not take another step 

and take a chance by engaging the youth in your life, 

sharing with them what you’re learning and asking 

them about their lives.  Who knows where the 

transformation might take us? 

Winter X-C Skiing  
Spoke ‘n Spirit Young Adult Group 

March 19 at 10am at Hartley Nature Center 
If you’re a young adult looking for community in 

the great outdoors, join Spoke ‘n Spirit.  Since we’ve 
hit winter, we’re into X-C skiing!  Come join in on 
March 19 to talk about our lives and whatever spirit 
filled conversation that wants to emerge.  

Bring all your classic ski stuff and we’ll hit the 
trails together.  Contact Nathan Holst with questions 
or to rsvp (optional) at 724-3637 or 
nathan@peaceucc.org. 

Kids — Come to Sunday School! 
We’ve had a lot of fun at Sunday School this 

year—songs, puppets, gatherings—and we want you 
to be a part of it with us.  We have some amazing 
teachers here, so whether you’re new to Peace or 
haven’t been back to Sunday School for a while, we’d 
love to see you on Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the 
Sanctuary.  See you there! 

Save the Date  
Vacation Bible School—June 13-17! 

9am – Noon, Monday – Friday. 

4 year olds to kids entering 5th grade 
We are being proactive and looking for Volunteers 

early! Are you willing to help lead a station for one or 
two days, or even the whole week? Stations will 
include: Arts and Crafts, Snacks, and Games.  Let 
Nathan Holst know if you are interested in being 
involved. 

Sunday School Teachers Meeting 
Sunday March 13  

8:45-9:15 in Fireside Room 
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Living into the Difficult—Race, Diversity & Duluth for All 

Saturday March 12 and Sunday March 13 

Dr. Melanie L. Harris,  
A.M.E. Pastor and Professor of Religion 
and Ethics at Texas Christian University  

Dr. Jennifer Harvey,  
Professor of Religion and Ethics at 

Drake University in Des Moines Iowa 
and American Baptist Minister  

Saturday March 12 — Workshop at Peace Church  

8:00am: Sign-in;   8:30 am – 4:00 pm:  Workshop  

 Register ahead for lunch, childcare, and transportation at 
www.peaceucc.org Drop-ins welcome.  

 Follow the Facebook page for more information at 
www.facebook.com/events/1556737104637173/   

Sunday March 13 — Three Community Worship Services  

8:30 a.m. Rev. Jennifer Harvey, worship at Peace Church 

9:30 a.m. Rev. Jennifer Harvey, Adult Forum at Peace Church 

10:30 a.m. Rev. Jennifer Harvey, worship at Peace Church 

11:00 a.m. Rev. Melanie L. Harris & Rev. Richard Coleman  

     worship at St. Mark A.M.E. Music by Dan Adler and his  
     Heart of the City Band 

Where:   St. Mark A.M.E., 530 N 5th Ave E, Duluth  

                   Peace United Church of Christ, 1111 N. 11th Ave. E., 

Help is needed on Saturday March 12! 
Can you donate soup or bread, or help to serve coffee or lunch? 

Please see sign-up sheets in the Narthex. Help make this event a success. 

Join Dr. Melanie Harris and Dr. Jennifer Harvey as they guide us in a racial justice 
analysis of our community and the spectrum of ways we are called to heal from structural 
violence and racism as people of faith.  

 Reparations for the injuries perpetrated upon African Americans through America's slave 
enterprise is a subject that is receiving serious attention by clergy and lay leadership of some 
of Duluth's predominantly white congregations. We will delve into a reparations model focused 
on community action steps in Duluth in our time together.  

 Reserve March 12 for the one-day workshop and March 13 for community worship and 
preaching about dismantling oppressive social structures, the transformative work of 
reparations, and how to work together in the Spirit while being fierce about justice here in 
Duluth. 

$10.00 free will donation recommended. Direct questions to Peace Church 724-3637.  

Hosts and Sponsors 

First United 
Methodist 

Gloria Dei 

http://www.peaceucc.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/1556737104637173/
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Pathways to Peace 

Pathways To Peace—March Events—Sacred Landscapes 
Pathways to Peace is an invitation to explore the spiritual dimensions 
of our lives and to embody the transformative power of faith.  

Through conversations, worship, workshops, contemplative 
practices, art, story, and music, Pathways to Peace offers 
opportunities to question, to explore, to grow, and to channel 
spirituality into action. The goal of Pathways to Peace is to nourish 
the mind, body, and soul as we work to create and live in a 

community that is aware, welcoming, and radically loving. 

This winter, Pathways to Peace is focusing on Sacred Landscapes, reflecting on the holy spaces within and 
around us. We have had a great turnout for our events. We hope you can join us this month! 

~ Marilyn Mayry, Pamela Mittlefehldt, Cyndy Klinksiek  

Thursdays, March 3 & 10:  Sacred Poetry and Sacred Art, 6:30‐8:00pm Fireside Room  
March 3 will be the last of the poetry sessions, and March 10 will be Sacred Art, led by Art Therapist Karen 
Turner (please note this was originally scheduled for March 3, but has been moved back a week.) Working with 
the reflections, words, and images that emerged from the previous four sessions on Sacred Poetry conducted by 
Deborah Cooper and Pamela Mittlefehldt, the Sacred Art workshop will offer the opportunity to continue our 
exploration of the sacred through visual images. No experience is necessary.  

Thursday March 3:  Landscape Quilting Workshop – 2-4pm in the Fellowship Hall 
This is the third session of this three session workshop. Please call Jo Johnson (218-525-3779) with questions. 

Saturday March 5, 2:00pm:  Presentations by Chel Anderson  
            and Larry Weber 

Chel Anderson, author of North Shore: A Natural History of Minnesota's Superior 

Coast, has worked in various positions in the Superior National Forest and as a 

consulting ecologist and botanist. Her topic will be Nature and Culture: The North Shore’s 

Ancient and Unfolding Stories -- how the land, Lake Superior and human culture 

are intertwined. From trout cruising Lake Superior's cold, clear water to maple syrup at 

the local farmer's market, from bird migration at Hawk Ridge to black bears doing the "fall 

shuffle" — the North Shore's stories tell of relationships and interdependence that began 

more than a billion years ago. We are part of the still unfolding stories. 

Chel Anderson came to live and work on Minnesota’s North Shore in 1974. Since then she has worked in 

various positions in the Superior National Forest, as a consulting ecologist and botanist in the private and public 

sectors, and with the Minnesota Biological Survey. In 2001 she received the Minnesota Chapter of the Nature 

Conservancy’s Conservation Award for her “tireless efforts to inventory northeast Minnesota’s plant 

communities, her work to support conservation action with sound science, and her extraordinary ability to inspire 

passion for wild things and wild places.” 

Larry Weber, nature writer and former science teacher, will present Looking at Nature Here and Now. He 

writes, “There is a tendency to think that Nature is always somewhere else or some other time from where we 

are now. I believe that we are immersed in Nature all the time; here and now. I use phenology as a method of 

observing and recording what is happening in Nature during our annual trip around the sun. 

This involves noting the weather and the astronomical happenings as well as the local flora 

and fauna. And we see that Nature is always with us; here and now!” 

Larry Weber recently retired from a 40-year career as a science teacher. He taught students 

from seventh grade to graduate school. His awards include the Minnesota Secondary 

Science Teacher of the Year in 1993 and the National Biology Teacher Association's Middle 

School Life Science Teacher of the Year for 1998. Larry writes a weekly phenology column 

for a local newspaper, presents phenology updates for two radio stations and is a regular 

contributor to the Minnesota Conservation Volunteer. He lives with his wife on an old farm in Carlton County, 

Minnesota where he watches, photographs and writes about critters. 
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Thoughts on the Way by Jackie Falk 

 When I leave Peace Church there are moments like this morning that I will miss. As I entered our 
office, Jim Pospisil said “Listen to this…” It was a video of Joey Alexander, jazz piano prodigy playing 
a Coltraine piece. Jim said “Look…He is playing some of the most complex chord changes in jazz.” 
Now, I don’t know how “to see” or “to listen” to jazz, but Jim gives me temporary “eyes and ears.” In 
Mark, Jesus is fond of asking variations on this theme: Do you have eyes, and fail to see? Do you 
have ears, and fail to hear? And do you not remember? Jim was introducing the complex patterns and 
systems of jazz to me. In the Gospels, Jesus, like Jim, is describing to us the complexity of human 
relationships to give us eyes to see them and ears to hear them as God does, and sometimes to 
remember what has been forgotten.  

 When I had coffee recently with Karen Perry, a local African American leader and an organizer for 
Students For Educational Reform here in Duluth, I remembered an episode in the life of my family. We 
went to England when our oldest child, Andrew, was in kindergarten. It was February, so he entered 
mid-year as the new child in his class, an uncomfortable place for him, just like it is for most children. 
The social challenges Andrew faced in his English classroom were mostly the same ones he would 
have faced in a new class in Duluth, plus one. In Duluth all his classmates were white. In England, 
about a third of his classmates were Pakistani or “black” as all people of color were called in England.  

 There was a lot of “new” to make sense of, and so it took me awhile to have “ears to hear” 
Andrew’s account of his days at school. But in the first two weeks they contained a common refrain, 
“Miss Brown is mean to my friends.” “None of my friends get to do what I get to do,” and finally, “Miss 
Brown won’t let me sit in the back with my friends and she won’t let them sit up front with me for 
Assembly.”  

 In English schools, parents of students are welcome on Wednesdays to attend the school 
Assembly. When I walked in, it took only one look across the room to understand Andrew’s 
complaints. All of the Pakistani children were seated in the back of the large room and all the white 
children in the front. Our Andrew, the new boy, was making friends with the least socially privileged in 
his class, the Pakistani boys, and he was confused and dismayed by the mistreatment of his friends by 
his teacher. 

 Andrew did not peel away from his newfound friends to identify with and merge into a group of 
English boys, white like him. He liked his new friends and set out to defend and protect them from 
“mean Miss Brown,” not leaving them when they were separated into groups. Andrew’s stay in the 
school was brief…11 weeks…not enough for him to disrupt the school’s status quo, but long enough 
for Andrew to feel the pain of his inability to protect his friends and for us to see the power of racism to 
destroy children’s efforts at Beloved Community. 

 Karen and I talked about how children are taught in school the realities of the privilege of 
whiteness. I watched the process of racism taught in England. Now, remembering, I see even more 

clearly how privilege for some undermines the solidarity of the 
community, and that in turn, undermines Beloved Community for 
us all.1  

 Jesus described that to enter the Kingdom of God, one must 
be like a child, like Andrew, seeing, but not observing privilege. 
Jesus warns us that when we contaminate our children with the 
legacy of the systemic violence of privilege, we hang a millstone 
around our own necks and the necks of future generations.  

 Removing that millstone is not easy; it is Living into the 
Difficult. Come learn to see and to hear the impact with new 
eyes and ears. Come to learn history we need to “re-member” as 
our own.  

1White Debt 

Sacred Dance  
in worship with  

Regina Laroche  
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Voices for Justice 

Voices for Justice    Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice.  We are energized and 

heartened by hearing each other’s stories.  Each month, we will share a brief story from members of our 
community, learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes.  If you would like to share 
your story, or want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office.   

Tom Westrum—The Power of Shared Stories 
 Tom does not see himself as an activist.  He has chosen to engage in social justice 
through his work with youth, in his family life, and his own learning.  To him, part of social 
justice is taking care of those in need.  This has been apparent since early in his life, 
when he worked as a lifeguard and counselor at an amazing summer camp in New York, 
where kids from inner city Bronx, Mormon kids from Salt Lake City, and kids from Turkey 
who lived in poverty spent an incredible six weeks, sharing outdoor wilderness trips and 
sharing each other’s stories.   

 The power of shared stories remains a theme in Tom’s life. His initial experience of 
the power of circle talk, this story sharing, led to starting the NW Youth Corps in Eugene, 
Oregon.  The Youth Corps served youth through job training, collaborative outdoor 
projects, and dialogue. It drew kids from a wide range of perspectives—from 
environmentalists to loggers—who learned to work across differences and find common 
ground.  His goal was to teach how to include those who feel excluded, and also how to disagree while 
remaining at the table together.  A wonderful, creative group of people made the NW Youth Corps happen, and 
they eventually were working with at-risk youth in fifteen counties to try to help break the cycle of poverty that 
affected so many kids’ lives. 

 After leaving the NW Youth Corps, Tom taught for seven years, working with at-risk youth who had been 
kicked out of school for behavior issues, some who had come directly from residential treatment. Tom believed 
that in order to really change kids’ lives, he would have to work with all the different people in their lives—from 
mental health workers to the justice department. Social justice includes going into homes, trying to reach parents 
and guardians on a deep level.  

 Another important aspect of Tom’s relationship with social justice is tied to a decision to adopt.  He saw it as 
a way to reach out to someone in need. 

 The final aspect of justice work that Tom talked about was his grief work.  He is connected to an organization 
called the Willow Center, a place for kids who have experienced the death of a loved one.  As part of this, Tom 
has worked with kids from the Nez Perce Tribe. While attending a Native American funeral, he saw how two 
worlds can exist, side by side, and wanted to be a part of trying to make a change for the better—listening to 
stories, remembering and celebrating, and having questions answered. 

 For Tom, this is the work that Jesus taught—reaching out to others.  Jesus was on the front lines.  It can be 
hard to follow, but so rewarding when you see what taking those risks brings.  That’s what Tom loves about 
Peace Church, that there are many who are trying to do that work.  He often asks,  “What would Jesus have 
done?  How would you want to be treated?”  He finds inspiration in the relationship between Jesus and the 
disciples.  The disciples struggled, too—finding their faith, just like us.  He also draws inspiration from the 
vastness of the universe or the beauty of a rainbow.  For him, it strengthens his faith and inspires him to want to 
learn more, and reflect on his life.  When he sees others doing good works, he remembers the lessons of Jesus 
to help those who are down-trodden and work to raise everyone up.   

 Tom’s biggest mentor in his life is his dad.  He has been a teacher for fifty years, and an environmentalist, a 

land steward, who is very involved in his community.  He spends time reading with Latino kids.  Tom also loves 

that his dad has conversations around struggling with his faith.  Most of all, Tom is inspired by his dad’s 

facilitation.  He is the one who organizes men’s groups or gathers rich and poor folks together to talk about 

wealth inequality.  For Tom, it’s not necessarily about what you believe, but about bringing people together to 

listen, connect, and move forward.  His favorite bumper stickers reflect his approach to justice: “Keep on 

trucking”, and “Every once in a while, you see the light in the strangest places if you look at it right.”  

Thank you to Nathan Holst, who interviewed Tom.  

Thank you to Pamela Mittlefehldt for editing Voices for Justice each month. 



13 

 

          Joyful Capital Campaign Update! 
“Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone,  

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach and live the Word they’ve known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger, bear the image of God’s grace.  

Let this House proclaim from floor to rafter: “All are Welcome in this place.” 

   “All Are Welcome”   ~ Marty Haugen 

This and every day is a day that God has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it! We 
now have a very special reason to rejoice. Last week we made the last payment on 

our building loan, so on Sunday, March 20, we will celebrate paying off our mortgage from our Capital Campaign. It 
has truly been a remarkable journey thanks to the gracious gifts and dedication of so many, many people. 

The words of the hymn above framed our very first Capital Campaign, which was launched in 2004 with Bill 
Hardesty and Terese Tomanek as our chairs. That spring we raised $500,000 in three-year pledges, and so began 
the work of creating a new and expanded entryway, remodeling offices, and adding classrooms and the music 
room. This first phase of our building project cost over one million dollars, and we expected it would take many 
more years and capital campaigns just to pay off this portion of the work. 

As the work of the first building effort was underway, we received a gracious bequest from the Herb Haller Es-
tate, given in memory of his only child Geraldine. Herb grew up at Peace Church, served for a time as our treasur-
er, and was married to his wife Mary here. With this generous bequest and the gracious gifts from members, we 
were able to pay off the first phase of our building project in only three years, something we never dared to believe 
possible when we started. 

And so in 2007 we were able to begin Phase 2 of our building project, which was the remodeling of our sanctu-
ary at an estimated cost of $1,200,000. When the church was first built in 1957 the drawings showed the congrega-
tion facing the lake. It was deemed too expensive to do that at the time, but we have been able to finish the dream 
of those who built before us. Changing the orientation has made such a difference in the sight lines that were ob-
structed by the supporting beams, and the natural light from the windows has opened us up to see the world God 
calls us to care for. The remodel also allowed us to make the altar area accessible to all people, add sound and 
media, and increase seating from 235 to 350 people. 

To pay for Phase 2 we began a second Capital Campaign, “Praising God, Opening Doors, Building Peace,” 
chaired by Lisa Pomroy and Justin Olson. We raised $600,000 in pledges at that time. With this money we did the 
amazing work on the sanctuary, finished the chapel area under the sanctuary, repaired the roof, and paid down our 
mortgage. In 2010 we began another Capital Campaign (Phase 3), “Grounded in Faith, Taking Flight,” to help us 
pay down the remaining mortgage. Again, this was led by Lisa and Justin and so many others who did the work of 
visiting, calling, and giving. Special thanks go out to Janell Kohls for her outstanding work in coordinating all of 
these efforts. 

In 2013 we began our final Capital Campaign (Phase 4), led by Dick Goese and Justin Olson, “Grounded in 
Faith, Taking Flight, Soaring Forth with Joy,” to complete what we began in 2004. Thanks to your generosity and 
faithful giving, we were able to pay off the mortgage in February 2016. It’s almost hard to remember what this place 
looked like back in 2004, and it’s through the dedicated giving of so many that we have come so far on this journey. 
This House does proclaim from floor to rafter: “All are welcome in this place.” 

On Sunday, March 20, we will celebrate the completion of our Capital Campaign with the burning of the 
mortgage during our worship service. It will be a very special day to rejoice! As Dick Goese said when we 
began this final phase, “We started, grounded in the faith that we could do it. Freeing us from debt will certainly 
help us take flight—pursuing goals of peace and justice for all.” 

But we still need your help!! We now have a functional, attractive, useful, and modern facility, a building we can 
be proud of. It’s a beacon to the wider community and is filled day in and day out with activities and people. We 
need to take steps to protect and preserve our investment. This is where you come in again. For most of you, your 
commitment to support the Phase 4 Capital Campaign runs through June 2016. Although we have paid off our 
mortgage about 4 months early, we are asking you to honor your pledge through the originally scheduled June 30 
completion date. This will enable us to address important building needs that our property committee has identified, 
including making critical repairs to our boiler and plumbing system, painting our signature bell tower, and improving 
energy efficiency through the installation of two tankless water heaters. Initial estimates for these projects are 
around $40,000, but we feel this amount is well within reach, if everyone continues with their giving through June. 

We hope you can join us on March 20! We will have great music and a special coffee hour, and everyone is 
invited to be part of this celebration! Thank you as we soar forth! 
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Peace Church News 

Moderator’s Report 

As several members of Council were 
going to be absent on the 16th, our finances 
are in decent shape and other business 
wasn’t pressing, Council decided not to 
meet in February.   

A belt on a compressor for our heating 
system started smoking the other week and 
the Fire Department was called.  No 
damage was done and we still have heat, 
but it reiterates the need to address our 
heating system.  A.G. O’Brien is the 
contractor who has been working on our 
recent heating issues, and they’re preparing 
a proposal and estimate for what they feel 
needs to be done.  Most of you would have 
received a letter recently about the 
conclusion of our capital campaign.  While 
we can celebrate the early payoff of our 
mortgage, there are still building issues that 
need to be addressed which we wouldn’t be 
able to afford in our annual budget.  
Addressing ongoing problems with our 
heating system is a major part of why we 
are asking you to continue with your capital 
campaign giving until the originally scheduled 
conclusion of the campaign on June 30.    

A transition team has been formed and 
has started meeting to look at what to do 
with staff positions and duties after Jackie’s 
retirement this spring.  A clear need for a 
children’s minister has been identified. 

Using money from our general 
memorials fund, our Food & Fellowship 
Committee placed an order for 16 new 
round tables for the Fellowship Hall.  We’re 
planning to keep 5 of the old existing tables 
to use for big events, VBS, Sunday School, 
etc.  Thank you to Lynn Devlin for doing 
most of the legwork on this project. 

A number of folks have asked what we 
might be able to do to help our neighbors at 
Gloria Dei following their disastrous 
fire.  The morning after the fire we made an 
initial offer to them to use our building 
space, which wasn’t immediately needed as 
it turned out.  We will keep lines of 
communication open with their 
congregation; see what their needs may be 
and how we might be able to help.  If you 
want to help them out in the meantime, 
they’re taking financial donations through 
their website. 

Stay well.  Spring is coming. 

Mike Schrage, Moderator 

Peace Church—Fire Safety Concerns 
Like so many people from this community, I was deeply 

saddened by the devastating fire at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
this past week.  To date, no one knows the cause.  As a nearly 
10-year veteran of the Property Committee at Peace Church, my 
own thoughts turned to fire safety concerns.  In the past few 
years, the Duluth Fire Dept. has responded to fire alarms at our 
church on several occasions.  While there were several false 
alarms caused by glitches in the fire alarm system, there were 
also some more serious situations.  Smoke from cooking on the 
gas range (a broken roof exhaust fan) and recently smoke in the 
furnace room (a frozen fan belt on a compressor) has brought 
firefighters to our church. 

   A portion of the church’s budget covers fire protection.  
We maintain annual contracts with Northland Fire and 
Safety to test the pull fire alarms, smoke detectors, and 
kitchen range fire suppression system, Summit Fire 
Protection to check the sprinkler system, Firefighter’s 
Mutual Aid to examine and update handheld fire 
extinguishers, ESC Systems to maintain our fire alarm 
system and Thyssen Krup to service our elevator.  Our 

custodian does a quarterly check of all 22 emergency lights to 
insure they are operational. The Duluth Fire Marshall is slated to 
visit in the fall and will undoubtedly make recommendations for 
fire safety improvements.  The Property team is diligent about 
executing these changes.  Not complying could result in a hefty 
fine. We must pass this triennial inspection in order to receive an 
operational permit.   

There are many ways for the congregation to be vigilant and 
assist with fire safety precautions.  These are a few suggestions: 

Do take a walk around the church and acquaint yourself 
with locations of all fire exit signs.  

Do look for locations of the 12 fire extinguishers and the 
8 pull fire alarms. 

Do conscientiously remove items that block electrical 
panels (8 throughout the building) or impede travel through fire 
exits.  

Do limit the use of space heaters.  If you absolutely have 
to use these, double check to see that they are turned off when 
you leave the room. 

Do familiarize yourself with the parts and functions of 
the kitchen range if you do any cooking and especially how to 
light the burner and oven pilots.  Instructions with pictures for 
lighting the oven pilots are on the wall next to the refrigerator. 

Do check that the burners and ovens are turned off when 
you are done working in the kitchen area. 

Do volunteer to “ deep clean”  the gas range and area 
around the range.  Keeping this area free of grease buildup will 
greatly reduce the chances of a fire. 

Do consider joining the Property Committee to help 

maintain our high levels of safety standards. 

Denise Perry, Peace Church Property Committee 
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Peace People  

Thank You! 
To Kevin Skwira Brown and Sandra 
Moore for leading a 6-week series on 
“Cracking the Shell of Whiteness”  

To Sara Lund for leading the Brown 
Bag Bible Study in February while 
Pastor Kathy was on a half-day Peace 
Church Staff retreat. 

To all our great musicians and choir 
for the wonderful music for worship – a 
special shout out to Emily Ramsey for 
playing for our Ash Wednesday service; 
to the choir and musicians for Rutter’s 
Requiem on February 14; to Dave 
Winchester, Dan Shepard, Dale 
Shimmin, Jessica Olson and Kirby 
Wood for playing during the dancing 
and music led by Regina Laroche on 
February 21; and to James Moors for 
singing on February 28. 

“Thank you all so much for helping me 
with the transportation to and from 
Hermantown. Because of all of you, I 
keep my hope up to finish my school at 
LSC. I will not thank you enough for 
that. Love, Amena”  

Welcome to Our New Members 
On February 14 we welcomed the following people into membership 

at Peace Church: Judy and Bruce Derauf (Ian and Torstein), Charlotte 
Frantz (Alex), Erica and Chris Henkel (Ingrid and Evelyn), Sandy and 
Justin Liles (Nola), and Kristy and John Lundberg (Abbie, Everett). 
Some of them have shared something about themselves to help us all 
get to know them better. 

Erica and Chris Henkel 

Family members (including pets): Ingrid 
(4) Evelyn (2), and Teddy (dog) 

What is your vocation? Erica: CPA/
Finance Analyst at Ascena, Retail and 
Adjunct accounting instructor at UMD; Chris: 
Client Service Manager at United Health Care. 

What are your hobbies/passions? Erica: XC skiing, hiking, 
camping, equestrian (dressage), knitting; Chris: Camping, fishing, 
skiing biking, hunting. 

What brought you to Peace? Friends who attend and 
recommended it, desire to find a “family” church where we could meet 
friends and find guidance for our children, sense of community, social 
justice. 

What is an obscure fact about yourself that others may not know 
but would enjoy? Erica: I love teaching things—from xc skiing to 
accounting to horse riding lessons. Chris: I played upright bass and 
bass guitar from 6th – 12th grades. 

Justin and Sandy Liles 

Family members (including pets): 

Devon (15), Nola (3months) 

What is your vocation? Justin: 
Meteorologist; Sandy: Nuclear 
Medicine Tech. 

What are your hobbies/passions? Justin: hunting, fishing, sports, 
outdoors; Sandy: cooking, family, outdoors, camping, sports. 

What brought you to Peace? Its reputation for being an open and 
welcoming congregation. 

Charlotte Frantz 

Family members (including pets): Alex (junior at East 
High), dog Arfie, two cats, Riley and Rosa. 

What is your vocation? Retired after 40 years in 
congregational ministry. 

What are your hobbies/passions? Gardening, cooking, 
involvement in community activities, learning, relationships/volunteer 
work in Guatemala, hospice/end of life issues and experiences, staying 
younger than my years! 

What brought you to Peace? As pastor at Pilgrim for 14 years, I 
worked with members and staff of Peace in many community efforts 
and projects. I knew that once I retired, I would settle into Peace. 

Sympathy 
To Barb Hanka on the death of her 
father, Melvin. 

Keep in Your Prayers 
Angie Miller, Mattie Hawley, Jesse 
Luoma, Sally Larson and others 
undergoing treatment for cancer. 

Barb Forrest, moving to assisted 
living on hospice. 

Penny Bothwell moving to assisted 
living after several months in the 
hospital and rehab. 

Rodger Cragun recovering from 

surgery. 

Memorials 
In memory of Edna Selleck, from 
Unhye Pak and Michael Selleck, and 
Linda Frederick. Thank you for your 
support during our mother’s illness. We 
had several relatives and friends 
present us with donations. Please 
accept them in Mom’s memory to use 
at your discretion. Peace Church is an 
amazing place with an amazing pastor 
to lead the congregation. Thank you, 
the family of Edna Selleck. 

Lundbergs Deraufs 

Henkels 

Charlotte 

Liles 
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March is the month when 
Minnesota FoodShare 
offers an incentive match to 
raise as much money and 
food as possible for 300 
Minnesota Food Shelves! 

Please donate funds and food for the CHUM Food 
Shelf during March. There is a bin near the lower 
door, and also under the coat rack near the office for 
donations of nonperishable food. 
 

JRLC Regional Day on the HIll 
March 10 — 5 PM to 8 PM 

Holy Family Catholic Church 
4230 West 3rd Street, Duluth 

In 2016, JRLC will be taking their annual Day on 
the Hill on the road. With the State Capitol undergoing 
renovations, and a short legislative session, it is the 
perfect chance to bring the JRLC annual day of 
advocacy to the people.  

We’ll be looking at the stories of the life of Moses 
as presented in Christian, Jewish, and Islamic texts as 
an inspiration and example as we use our stories to 
bring about legislative change. 

Registration required, at http://www.jrlc.org/day-on-
the-hill. 

Peace Church Library  
 Check it out! 

More Peace People / Chum / Library 

Congratulations 
To Bethany Bergstad and Cory Palmstein who were 
married at Peace Church on February 13 with Pastor 
Kathy officiating.  

To Coralie Nusbaum, daughter 
of Keith Nusbaum and Natalie 
Walker, who was baptized on 
February 14

th
 during our worship 

service. 

To Lucie Amundsen on the 
publication of her book, Locally Laid. 
There will be a free book launch party 
Wednesday March 
2

nd
 at 7pm at 

Fitger's Auditorium.  

To Zoe Reid Simpson on 
receiving the Female Referee 
Rookie of the Year for 2015 from 
the Arrowhead Youth Soccer 

Association. 

Congratulations to Nina 
Wilkowske for finishing 2nd in the Minnesota 
State Spelling Bee. 

Congratulations to Joanne and Pat Marsyla 
who were married at Peace Church by 
Pastor Kathy on February 23. 

New adult books: 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

Standing with the Poor : Theological Reflection on 
Economic Reality edited by Paul Plenge Parker 

Dinner with a Perfect Stranger by David Gregory 

Eternal Life : A New Vision by John Shelby Spong 

Muhammad : His Life Based on the Earliest Sources 
by Martin Lings 

Swim, Ride, Run, Breathe : How I Lost a Triathlon 
and Caught My Breath by Jennifer Garrison 
Brownell  

Those of you who have been a part of Peace Church 
for some time may remember Jennifer Garrison 
(Brownell), She was a part of this congregation in the 
mid 1990s before she went to seminary at Seattle 
University's School of Theology and Ministry.  It was 
at this time that she co-edited A Million Visions of 
Peace: Wisdom from the Friends of Old Turtle. 

New children's books: 

The Water that Caught Fire by Joann Scheck 

Peter : The Prince of Apostles by Muriel F Blackwell 

Dexter the Tough by Margaret Peterson Haddix 

Tall Timber Tales : More Paul Bunyan Stories  
by Dell J McCormick 

The Original Pop-up Tale of Peter Rabbit  
by Beatrix Potter 

Naughty Nicky by Tony Ross 

The King Who Rained by Fred Gwynne 

DVD – Veggie Tales  The Wonderful World of  
Auto-tainment! 

 

Scenes from the 2016 Peace Cabaret 
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 Nursery 
 6 Krysta Reil Maas, Maddie Reil Maas, Jenn Moses (back-up) 

13 Lori Seele, Patty Beech, Alison Wood (back-up) 

20  Hannah Feyen, Karen Sheldon, Sylvie Bowen-Bailey (back-up) 

28 Brita Larson, Veronica Gaidelis-Langer, Laura Greensmith (back-up) 

March Volunteer Schedules 

 Lay Readers 

 6 8:30: Lynn Lanier 

 10:30: Rene Montgomery 

13 8:30: Zoe Simpson 

 10:30: Gudrun Witrak 

20 8:30: Kay Stevens 

 10:30: Doug Bowen-Bailey  

27 8:30: Youth (Easter) 

 10:30: Gary Boelhower 

 Greeters—10:30 
 6 Kim & Lee Kruger,  

Anne Skwira-Brown 

13 Maggie & Marc Fink,  
Sandy Moore 

20 Bob & Rene Montgomery,  
Jenn Moses 

27 Easter — Jebeh & Andy 
Edmunds, Heather Muster 

Damiano Soup Kitchen 
March 13 

No Damiano volunteers needed on 
this day—Youth were scheduled, 
but they will find another  day when 
help is needed. 

Monday Meals at Dorothy 
Day House (1712 Jefferson) 

 7 Justin Olson 

14 Laura & Jeff Greensmith 

21 Robin Davidson 

28 Beth Bartlett 

Coming up — April 
Coordinators: 

Cathy & John Ameel, 724-2750 

Jo & Mark Johnson, 525-3779 

Eric & Jacqueline Blomstrom,  
218-316-0202 

Gary Anderson & Gary Boelhower, 
391-7404 

Kim & Nancy Carlson, 525-3660 

Ron & Julie Deters, 626-2416 

Amy & Dan Fitzpatrick, 349-4546  

Sheryl & Jim Filby-Williams,  
343-2841 

Annie Harala & Kevin Jacobsen, 
310-8993 

Kim & Lee Kruger, 724-1606 

Laurie & Dave Linder, 525-5991 

Carla Larson, 525-4127 

Susan Maras, 722-2097 

Lane and Nancy Palmer  
464-1276 

Alan & Joan Peterson, 724-6570 

Adam Pine and Rebecca de Souza, 
267-235-6570 

JoEllyn Steele, 341-4433  

Shawn Wentz & Judy Gibbs,  
724-3446 

 

Coffee Hour Teams 

March 

Coordinators:  

Marge Paulson, 464-0561 

Lorraine Anderson, 724-5905 

March 6 
Set Up: Deb McLeod, Jen Pearson 
Serve/Clean-up: Laura Greensmith 

March 13 
Set Up: Libby & Andy Fena, Dave & 

Stacy Stark 
Serve/Clean-up: Jonie & Cynthia 

Coffin-Langdon, Kathy Bray 

March 20 
Special coffee hour by Food and 
Fellowship 

March 27 
Easter Breakfast at 9:30am,  
no coffee hour 

Please bring 3 dozen cookies, 

bars, crackers or fruit  

on your day to help. 

Thank you! 

. 

 10:30 Ushers    (Lead Usher in bold) 

 6 Tim Peters Nettie Bothwell, Ellen Shelhon, volunteer needed 

13 Tim Peters, Marsha Hystead, Craig & Jeanie Peterson 

20 Tim Peters, Hannah Feyen, Susan Ranfranz, Jackson Manthey 

27 Easter—Tim Peters, Laurie Berner, Lisa & Andrea Brown, Diane & 
Mike Swanoski 

 

20 Lynn Lanier, Leanne Ventrella 

27 Marge Anderson & Jerry Cleveland 

  8:30 Ushers  
 6 Jim & Cindy McLean 

13 Gayle & Jack Kelly 

         Acolytes  
 6 Zac Olson, Eve Moors 

13 Seiji Sudoh, Elise Westbrook 

20 Noah Westrum, Taylor Wilcox 

27 Easter Sunday—no acolytes 
 assigned. 

A HUGE THANK 
YOU TO ALL OUR 

WONDERFUL 
VOLUNTEERS!! 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/acolyte72_web.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/2009-09-01.htm&usg=__0KYVlvahqVkI18mB_wvAAPeSL3A=&h=300&w=327&sz=10&hl=EN&start=37&sig2=uGY
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Peace United Church of Christ 

1111 North 11th Avenue East 

Duluth, MN 55805 

 

(218) 724-3637 

www.peaceucc.org 

E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 

 

Non-profit  
Organization 

US Postage PAID 
Permit No. 84 

Duluth, MN 

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF    

Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Minister: Pastor Jackie Falk 

Youth and Children’s Ministries: Nathan Holst  

Visitation: Cheryl Walsh 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation: Rev. Terese Tomanek and Rev. Tom Liddle 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY—9-3, PHONE:  218-724-3637 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Kathy:  knelson@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org    

 Jim: jim@peaceucc.org    Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org      Jackie: jackie@peaceucc.org 

    Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org    Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Coordinator: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


