
  

 

JUNE 2014 DECEMBER 2015 

Peace Church Blood Drive 
Sunday December6 

Sign up now for the Blood  
Drive at Peace Church on Sunday 
December 6! Appointments are 
from 8am—12noon. Call the office, 
or sign up in the Narthex. 

Christmas Eve Worship 
December 24 at 4pm and 10pm 

    The 4pm service will have a hymn sing 

starting at 3:30pm.  This service includes a 

children’s time with our Peace Puppeteers, 

the telling of the story  “Babushka” led by our 

junior high youth, lots of music, and guest 

vocalist, Eva Reistad.  We will end in candle 

light and “Silent Night” played by the Hanka 

family. 

The 10 pm service will include anthems by 

our senior choir, brass accompaniment, and a homily 

by Pastor Kathy. It will also end in candlelight and 

“Silent Night” played by Cathy Ameel on harp. Join us 

this holy evening as we worship our God with Us!  
This service will be audiostreamed from our 

website. 

Christmas Eve Supper  
5 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

All are Welcome! 
Join us in the Fellowship Hall for a Christmas Eve 

supper of soup and salad following the 4 pm service. 

This is a great time to gather with others who may be 

alone or whose families are far away! There are 

always Christmas cookies too.  

Let Pastor Kathy or Cindy McLean know if you can 

help by bringing bread, salad, soup or cookies. There 

will also be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  

Prayers Around the Cradle  
Wednesdays in December 
7:30pm in the Sanctuary  

    This meditative worship will begin 
on December 2. It includes quiet 
singing, silence, prayer and the 
lighting of candles. Take time each 
week for reflection and prayer as we 
journey toward Christmas. This 
service will continue each 
Wednesday until Christmas 
(December 2, 9, 16, and 23). Gudrun Witrak, Beth 
Bartlett and Jane Rupel will help to lead this time of 
prayer. The liturgy lasts about 20 minutes, based on 
each participant’s need for silence and prayer. 

Choir Cantata ~ Handel’s Messiah 
Sunday December 20 at the 10:30 Service 

    Don’t miss hearing the choir, soloists, and 
instrumentalists perform Handel’s “Messiah”.  
If you’d like to join the choir in singing “Messiah”, the 
remaining rehearsals are December 2, 9, 16, and 19 
in the Sanctuary. All voices welcome! Contact Jim 
Pospisil if you have any questions.   

ADVENT and CHRISTMAS at PEACE CHURCH 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Sunday December 13 at the 10:30 service  

“A Minnesotan Christmas Story” 
This year’s Christmas Pageant,  
A Minnesotan 
Christmas Story, was 
written by one of our 
youth, Keira Farkas. 

There will be birthday 
cake for Jesus at 
coffee hour after the 
pageant.  

More details for kids 
and parents on page 9. 

Peace Church 
Christmas Pageant 

2014 

We are looking for children and youth to provide prelude music before the pageant.  
Talk to Nathan if you would like to sing or play an instrument on December 13. 
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From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 

Each Wednesday night in December we will gather in the sanctuary at 7:30 for prayers around the cradle. It is 

a time for silence, singing, poetry, prayer and the lighting of candles. It has become an important part of my 

Advent preparation and devotions. It also reminds me of the millions of candles that have been lit in recent 

weeks around our world–candles and prayers in Beirut, in Paris, in Mali, in Minneapolis and here in Duluth. We 

have needed their light and one another. 

Howard Thurman, an influential African American author, philosopher, theologian, 

educator and civil rights leader, wrote this poem, I Will Light Candles This 

Christmas, which I use each Christmas eve as we light our candles:  

“I will light Candles this Christmas, Candles of joy, despite all sadness, 

Candles of hope where despair keeps watch, Candles of courage for 

fears ever present, Candles of peace for tempest tossed days, Candles of 

grace to ease heavy burdens, Candles of love  to inspire all my living, 

Candles that will burn all the year long.”  

We light candles because God’s light burns in the darkness of our world and 

 the darkness cannot overcome it. One candle can light this sanctuary. We  light 

our candles from the Christ candle as a way of saying war and hate and death will not have the last word. And 

because of Christ we dare to follow his light as our path on our way home. His is a path that welcomes the 

stranger and refugee from the very beginning of the story. God born in a stable because there was no room for 

them in the inn.  

The shepherds dared to follow this light and message from the angels “Be not afraid” and made their way 

from the outside to Bethlehem where the baby lay. These outsiders, these people considered unclean by so 

many, were the first to see this baby Jesus. We still need this good news of great joy, great joy as the angels say 

for ALL people.  

My husband Tim’s brother, Scott, was in Paris on November 13
th
. We were relieved to learn quickly that he 

was safe. I share just a small part of his facebook post from November 14
th:

 “The goal of the attacks is not clear. 

Certainly no one would expect France to give in to ISIL’s demands, and the French government has made it 

clear it will not do so. The best analysis I have heard is that ISIL sees this as part of its recruiting strategy. First, 

its success in such a place as Paris is a show of strength. But the real hope is that they’ll continue to foment 

islamophobia. The consequence of that would be increased marginalization and disenfranchisement of the large 

Muslim population, which would produce more candidates for radicalization. A vicious circle.” 

We follow the one who calls for a different way, a path of love of neighbors, all neighbors. ‘Who is my 

neighbor’ the young ruler asks, and Jesus tells the story of the Good Samaritan. The Samaritan is the one who 

stops on the road to bind up his wounded enemy and brings him to shelter as the religious and political leaders 

pass on the other side. This is the story that Jesus tells that will lead us through the darkness, war and death. 

Jesus’ life and teachings lead us to the place of love and life. We follow this light.  

Deb Cooper, a poet and one of our members, wrote this beautiful poem entitled Collecting Light:  

“I see the way the chickadees take turns at the feeder. I watch a neighbor take her husband’s hand. I 

see the way the sun will find the only interruption in the dark clouds to toss this amber light across the 

pines. I see a row of cars stop on the road until the orange cat has safely crossed, then take off slowly, 

should she change her mind. I watch the way my brother lifts our mother from the wheelchair to the car, 

the shawl he lays across her lap. I save up every scrap of light, because I know it will take each tiny 

consolation every day to mend the world.”  

Let us, too, save up every scrap of light. Dare to hold these bits of light in your hearts because of the one 

whose birth lit up the sky that first Christmas night. Let us hold out our bits of light and love for one another as we 

make our way home together. 

Peace friends ~ Pastor Kathy 
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Sundays in December 

Sunday, December 6  

 Second  Sunday of Advent 

Scripture: Malachi 3: 1 – 4  
 and Luke 3:  1 – 6  

Sermon: “Making Ready”     

     Communion will be celebrated at 
both of our services.  The peace band 
led by Jane Aas will play and there will 
be a liturgical dance to John Mayer’s 
song “Waiting for the World to Change”. 

Sunday, December 13  

 Third  Sunday of Advent   

     Our Sunday School Children and 
Youth will present their Christmas 
Pageant at the 10:30 service. At the 
8:30 service Pastor Kathy will preach 
with Isaiah 12: 2 – 6 and Philippians 4:  
4 – 7 as her texts; music by the choir.     

Sunday, December 20      

 Fourth Sunday of Advent  

      The Choir will present Handel’s 
Messiah at our 10:30 service. Pastor 
Kathy will preach at the 8:30 service 
with Luke 1:  39 – 55 as her text and a 
sermon, “Moving to Mary’s Song”.  The 
8:30 service will also include special 
music by Talia and Patty Beech. There 
will be a special offering for the UCC 
Christmas Fund. Stay after the 10:30 

service for lunch and caroling.  

Sunday, December 27   

 First Sunday of Christmas 

     A service of Lessons and Carols will 
be held at both our services this 
morning. There will not be a Taize 
service in December.    

     A potluck breakfast will be held 
between the services this morning at 
9:30.   Join us in the Fellowship Hall for 
fabulous food and fellowship.   

Christmas Caroling 
Sunday December 20  

    Join us for a light lunch of soup after 

our 10:30 service, then caroling to some 

of our members living in local nursing 

homes or assisted living residences.  It 

is a great way to get out and sing with 

our members! 

We have two services each Sunday at 8:30am and 10:30am. At the early service, communion is shared each 
Sunday.  The 10:30 service has communion the first Sunday of the month and music by the choir. 

The sermon and children’s time are the same at both services.  

Sunday Adult Forums 
9:30am in the Fireside Room 

Join us for great learning and discussion! 

Sunday, December 6 – “Addiction and the Justice System”  

A Conversation with Judge Shaun R. Floerke, who is the chief 
judge of the 6th District, chambered in Duluth. An innovator, Judge 
Floerke leads a high risk felony DWI Court; he is Co- Chair of the 
Minnesota Drug Court Initiative; he pioneered a community 
restorative circle model working with domestic violence offenders; 
and he is piloting a new approach to screen, educate and refer first
-time offenders in order to prevent repeat offending. He serves with 
several teams of dedicated professionals and community members 
seeking to bring accountability and restoration for those in the 
judicial system. He focuses on people struggling with addiction and 
mental health concerns. He trains judges and other professionals 
throughout Minnesota and across the nation and has received 
awards and commendations for his passionate efforts to work out 
justice effectively and with care, dignity, and respect 

December 13 – Buddy Robinson, Staff Director at Minnesota 
Citizens Federation – He will inform church members of 
Medicare age about a lower-cost alternative (called Senior Partner 
Care) to the Medicare supplemental insurance policies offered by 
traditional health care insurers.   

December 20 – Reading again the Christmas Stories . . .Luke 
and Matthew’s version – what is similar in their telling,  what is 
different and how do these stories touch our lives today?    

December 27 – Christmas Potluck Breakfast in the Fellowship 

Hall at 9:30am.  

January 3 – Spiritual Companions…Spiritual companionship is 
an ancient faith practice. Come learn what it looks like today Who 
are the Spiritual Companions at Peace? How is a conversation with 
a Spiritual Companion different than one with a good friend? What 
does the experience feel like from the inside? Come meet Peace’s 
Spiritual Companions and hear stories of meeting mystery and 
grace when listened to deeply. 

Christmas Fund Offering on December 20  
Our joy at Christmas is a response to God's promise of new life 

through the birth of Jesus. It is a joy we are called to share widely, 
through our witness and gifts, both to loved ones and to distant 
neighbors. 

You have the opportunity to be a part of this ministry that cares 
for the active and retired clergy and lay employees of the United 
Church of Christ through your participation in this year's Christmas 
Fund Offering. Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the 
growing number of retirees whose low-income annuities make it 
difficult to meet increasing living costs. This is your opportunity to 
participate in God's promise of renewal by enabling this ministry of 
compassion and care. Look for Christmas Fund envelopes in your 
bulletin on Sunday December 20. 
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Faith Formation / Small Groups 

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
Wednesday December 23  

12 noon in the Fireside Room 
Pastor Kathy will facilitate this time to share 

lunch, conversation and devotions.  This month we 
will share favorite Christmas memories and read the 
Christmas story.  

Lenox Women’s Spiritual Life Group  
Monday December 21 

Meet at noon at Lenox Place Apartment 710  
(701 W. Superior St.) for lunch and 
fellowship! All women are welcome! 

All women are invited and welcome to join us at 
the Lenox Building (across from the downtown 
library). Loni Cran-Hovis treats us to a delicious 
lunch and we share and reflect about some "life 
issues" we all face.  As we take a "spiritual" view of 
experiences such as grief, forgiveness, change, 
transitions, we can find ways to connect with our own 
inner peace.  If you have questions or need a ride, 
please call Cheryl Walsh, 218-525-4129. 

Monday Women’s Book Group  
December 7 at 7pm in Fireside Room 

    The Monday Womens  Book Group will meet next 
on December 7 at 7pm. We will continue discussing 
Pilgrim at Tinker Creek by Annie Dillard (or another 
book by her).  We will not meet on Dec. 21. 

Peace Grief Support Group 

Thursday December10, 12noon to 1pm  
in the Peace Church Chapel 

Facilitators: Chaplain Deborah Cooper  
and Chaplain Gudrun Witrak 

Our support group for individuals dealing with the 

death of a loved one or other life changing losses 

meets at noon, on the second Thursday of each 

month, downstairs in the Chapel. All are most 

welcome. Questions? Call Deborah Cooper (728-2097)  

Men’s Breakfast — December 3, 17 & 31 
7am at New London Cafe  

Join us to eat and converse at the New London Café, 
4721 E Superior Street. We meet every other 
Thursday. All men are invited to attend. 

Soma Yoga Class  
Mondays  9:00-10:15am  

Peace Church Fireside Room 

At Peace Church, we are a varied and diverse 
bunch. At Peace Church we also have a lot in 
common. How to overlap these two sentences is the 
purpose of a new 'feature' in each month's Peace 
Bell. A question will be posed and (hopefully) lots will 
respond, and responses will appear in the next 
edition along with ANOTHER question. This will call 
for your participation in two ways: contributing if the 
question fits you and posing questions for future 
newsletters. You can send both to the church office 
via phone call or e-mail. Let’s see how fun this can be! 

Question #1: Who plays bridge or any other card 
or board games? 

Question #2: It's the season when family 
members, especially young adult children, return 
home. Do you have family members that we 
remember growing up here at Peace? Please send 
us news of what they are doing now.  

No “Spoke ‘n Spirit” in December 
Since we’re in the middle of transition from Fall to 

Winter (biking to skiing), there will be no young adult 
group in December.  Stay tuned for meeting time in 
January where (snow permitting) we’ll go out for a ski 
in the woods together.  See you then! 

Peace Art Club — Sunday December 6  
3pm in the Fellowship Hall 

An informal, casual & fun monthly 
gathering of people who enjoy 
being creative (no real skill nec-
essary!). Feel free to join in when-
ever you can and friends outside 
the church are always welcome. 
Various 'artists and crafters' will 
lead the group through a project 
from start to finish. 
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Groups, Gatherings, and Opportunities  

Team and Committee Meetings 
Welcome to all new members! 

Newcomers are always welcome at these meetings. 

Children’s Ed will meet Tuesday December 1 at 
5:30pm in the Conference Room. 

Stewardship Team will meet on Thursday 
December 3 at 5pm in the Conference Room.  

Worship and Arts Committee will meet on 
Tuesday, December 8 at 5:30 pm in the Sanctuary. 
This team meets to plan worship and discuss what 
is working and what is not as we praise God 
together. All are welcome. 

The History Team will meet in the History Room 
on December 9 from 10am-12pm. 

Shared Ministry Team will meet on December 9 
at 4:30pm in the Conference Room. This team is 
involved in welcoming guests, and encouraging all 
members to find meaningful involvement here. 

Property, Food and Fellowship, and Finance 
Teams will meet on Wednesday, December 9 , at 
6pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

Acting for Justice Hub meeting Sunday, 
December 13, at 11:45 am in the Music Room. We 
will begin meeting together and then divide into our 
individual teams—Dismantling Racism, Open and 
Affirming, Global Partnership and Peace/Justice.  
New folks are always welcome!   

Health and Wellness Team will meet on Sunday 
December 20 at 11:45am in the Conference Room. 

Adult Ed Team will meet on Tuesday December 
15 at 3:30pm. This team meets to coordinate the 
various adult education opportunities at Peace 
including Sunday morning forums and small 
groups.  New folks welcome.  

Meals at CHUM Drop-in Center 
(1st Ave W and 2nd St.)  

Wednesday Breakfast—December 9 & 23 
every other Wednesday, 9am-11am 

Join this fun group to make breakfast at CHUM! 

Thursday Dinner — December 17 

Third Thursday of each month 4-6pm 

Help and donations are always welcome! Thanks to 
Cathy Carlson who cooks and coordinates this meal! 
Contact Cathy Carlson, cathycarlson62@gmail.com 
or the office for more info. Let us know if you’d like 
to be on the email list for this group. 

Ted Talks Over Lunch,  
Tuesday, December 15  

12 noon in the Conference Room 

Join us for a great video and conversation – 
Sandwiches provided! For more information talk with 
Pastor Kathy or Nancy Carlson. 

This month’s Ted Talk will be on the moral roots of 
liberals and conservatives. Psychologist Jonathan 
Haidt studies the five moral values that form the basis 
of our political choices, whether we're left, right or 
center.  

Peace Church hosts CHUM Church 
We are hosting CHUM Church in December along 

with Glen Avon Presbyterian Church and the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation.  On December 13 we will 
prepare the meal.  Please let Pastor Kathy know if you 
can help, or sign up in the narthex. Volunteers will need 
to be at church at 3:30pm. 

CHUM Church is a program to provide spiritual 
growth and to nurture people with developmental 
disabilities, offering a home church and community that 
members could identify as their own. Come be part of 
this important ministry of Chum!   

CHUM Church always meets at Peace Church, 
with Christian Education from 4-4:30pm, Worship 
service from 4:30-5:15, and Meal from 5:15-6pm.  

PALS  Progressive Dinner  
Thursday December 10 at 5:30pm 

Join the PALS group on December 10 for the 
annual Progressive Dinner. Appetizers will be at Joan 
and Al Peterson’s, the main course (enchiladas) at Jo 
and Mark Johnson’s, and dessert at Cathy and Kirby 
Wood’s. Donations of appetizers, lettuce salads, 
bean dishes, and desserts are all needed. Call or 
email  

We’d like to know ASAP who is coming. Please 
rsvp to Jo Johnson, joajohnson@q.com. Watch 
your emails for more info. If you aren’t on the PALS 
email list, please call the office 

Kids in costumes on UNICEF Sunday! 

mailto:joajohnson@q.com
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Holiday Opportunities 

to the Sanctuary Tree 
Our sanctuary Christmas tree is becoming covered in 

doves. Please add one, two, or as many as you would like.  
The dove may be one you already have, one you purchase, or 
one you made.  If you would like, your dove may be signed 
and dated. Adding to the tree is a lovely way to remember 
joining the church, a new baby, the passing of a loved one, a 
marriage or another significant event.  

Thanks to Jim and Cindy McLean for putting up and 
decorating the tree in the sanctuary. Be sure to go up and take 
a closer look at the doves and decorations.  

Pies for Loaves and Fishes  
The annual Loaves and Fishes party will be on 
December 13 this year. Peace Church folks have 

always donated pies and gifts for this event. There’s a 
sign-up sheet outside the office if you can donate pies. Take 
the pies to St. Paul’s Church on 17th Ave. and Superior St. 
(back entrance) between 12:30 and 2pm on Sunday 

December 13.  

Take a tag from the Giving Tree! 
Loaves and Fishes   The green tags on the Giving Tree in 

the Narthex are for Loaves and Fishes, and 
gifts need to be returned to Peace Church by 
December 11. Loaves and Fishes wants only 
nonviolent, nonsexist toys and games 
(unwrapped).  

Life House   Take a red tag from the Giving 

Tree to give a gift to the youth at Life House. Bring it to Peace 
Church by December 16, wrapped or in a gift bag, with the tag 
from the tree attached. 

Hildegard House    Yellow tags are for Hildegard House 

(housing victims of sex trafficking). Please have unwrapped 

gifts at Peace Church by December 13. 

Peaceful Toys  
for Grandmothers for Peace 

Grandmothers for Peace is collecting 
peaceful toys for the Christmas season.  We 
so appreciate your unwrapped donations by 
Wednesday December 16. A collection 
box will be in the Narthex  at the beginning 
of December. Toys will be taken to 
Dabinoo’Igan shelter for battered Native 
women. 

Cookies for the Jail 
Every year our congregation 

donates cookies for the Christmas 
program and party at the St. Louis 
County Jail. If you can donate cookies 
to help bring some Christmas cheer to those 
experiencing a stressful time being away 
from their families at the holidays, please 
sign up in the narthex, and bring cookies to 
the church by Monday December 14. (Please, 

no nuts or coconut) 

Annual CHUM Holiday Concert 
Saturday December 5 at 7pm 

at St. Michael’s Catholic Church  
4901 East Superior Street 

Performers: Sara Thomsen, Brian Napp, 
Antonia Ross Rigado,  

Nathan Holst & Jane Aas. 

All are Welcome! 

Free admission with free will donation  

Christmas Eve Day  
CHUM Noon Vigil  

on the steps of City Hall  

Let us make room this Christmas season…
room in our hearts and in our community for 
those who have nowhere to call home for the 
holidays. CHUM invites you to join us as we 
remember those in our community without 
homes and hear the message of hope for a 
new year.  

Solstice Celebration – Tuesday, December 22  
6 pm in the Fireside Room  

Come and join us for candlelight, chocolate and the 
viewing of Northern Exposure’s Christmas and Solstice 
episodes!  Thanks to Jim and Cindy McLean for sponsoring 
this with Pastor Kathy!  

 

Sunday, December 20 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001C_SADN4l9RaDwd1IeAgOdX7LKhWJqA6lKEdl6wBXN6VIZ066Xmu8yN-tyNFrkFS__B5A70qGQ1eQebPKHuiPTOgQTWMTtYYoM7C8cMGvdHbCXq1JTs6M_ybSyUXh8-GS3FEBelJZ_kBGR1KvdhNOcleD_JKIxHn4kaYFB1yWc49zNgn2B0sBHyHfYeJttkekkmIaKTSX6ihWE4JIrEZvTaju5tNXlf9-Ag-L
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Centering Prayer in Chapel  
The Christian practice  

of mindfulness and meditation. 

Monday-Thursday at 7:15 am  

Wednesdays at 5pm 
Video at 4:40 p.m. 

Opened and closed with Music  
by Jim Larson 

Be still and know that I am God 

Centering Prayer is a method of silent, contemplative 
prayer, in which we experience God's presence within 

us, closer than breathing, closer than thinking,  
closer than consciousness itself.  

Wednesday Activities 

Wednesday Activity Schedule  

5pm: Centering Prayer in Chapel 

5:30-6pm: Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 

6-7pm: Bible Study in the Fireside Room 

6-6:45pm: Peace Puppets in the Lakeview Room 

6:00pm: Adult Choir in Music Room 

6:30-8pm: Youth Group in Youth Room 

7:30pm: Prayers around the cradle in sanctuary 

7-8:15pm: Confirmation in Fireside Room 

There will be childcare provided in the Nursery from 
6-7pm for all children 1st grade and younger. 

There will be NO Wednesday Activities on 
December 23 & 30. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
6 pm in the Fireside Room 

Great Fellowship, Prayer and Learning  

Join Pastor Kathy and Rev. Bob Stevens  on 

Wednesday evenings, reading the Gospel lesson for 

the coming Sunday using the Lectio Divina method. 

Lectio Divina is listening for the still, small voice of 

God that speaks to us. No prior biblical knowledge 

needed! We close with prayer, each praying for the 

person on his or her right. Join us as we practice this 

ancient and yet very relevant method of Bible study. 

First Year Confirmation 
Ninth Graders! 

    The first year class meets on the first and third 
Wednesdays from 7 – 8:15pm.  Pastor Kathy and 
Jon Barry are the teachers of this class.   

December 2 – A path to follow – the Ten 
 Commandments 

December 16 – The Christmas Stories in Luke and 
 Matthew. 

Second Year Confirmation  
Tenth Graders!  

The second year class meets on the second and fourth 

Wednesdays of each month from 7 – 8:15pm.   

December 9 – Jesus Cross and Cradle – a look at 
the hints of resurrection in the Christmas stories of 
Luke and Matthew.  

December 23 – No Class, but you are strongly 
encouraged to attend Christmas Eve Services!!  

 

Kids 2nd-5th grade! 

6:00pm to 6:45pm Wednesdays 

Lakeview Classroom 
Peace Puppets will be performing this month at the 

4pm service on Christmas Eve!  Please come 

show your support for our group that day.  And for 

those who don’t know, Peace Puppets is open to 

anyone in 2
nd

-5
th

 Grade. We will have lots of fun 

putting on shows, writing scripts, making puppets, 

learning about music and singing, and showing off our 

singing and puppeteering skills in Church! We meet 

Wednesday evenings from 6:00 to 6:45, right after 

dinner, in Lakeview Classroom (next to the nursery). 

We are always looking for helpers, so if you can help 

or have questions contact Nathan in the Church 

office.  

Prayers Around the Cradle 
      Our Advent  vespers services begin again on 
Wednesday, December 2nd at 7:30pm in the 
Sanctuary. Beth Bartlett and Gudrun Witrak will lead 
us in a quiet time of prayer, singing and candle 
lighting as we mark our time of waiting for the birth of 
the Christ child into our lives.  
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Peace Church Youth & Children 

Youth Group  
for 6th-8th graders   

Wednesdays—6:30pm –8:00pm  
in the Youth Room! 

It’s hard to believe it’s already December and we’re heading into 
Advent.  Wasn’t it just June?  There’s so much happening and it’s hard 
to keep up with it all.  There’s the Christmas pageant coming up on 
December 13th (with all our Sunday School classes preparing their parts 
and songs), the middle school youth drama and the Peace Puppet 
performance—both at the 4pm Christmas Eve service, not to mention all 
the individual family preparations for what often feels like the busiest 
time of the year.  And while I appreciate all the preparations and 
activities that will happen during this darkening, winter-filled time, I can’t 
help but hear all my mentors whispering in my ear, “Don’t forget 
Sabbath.  Don’t forget to rest in this time of waiting for new hope.”   

I do a lot of pondering and talking to parents on how to create what I 
hope is a good youth program that will nurture our kids in their faith—
giving them a strong sense of community connection, helping them 
discover who they are and finding their place in the world, and teaching 
them the Jesus stories.  But as we head into Advent, what really seems 
to be coming up again and again for me in this time and season is 
remembering the importance of rest in our busy lives, including the lives 
of our youth.  During my time in Portland, my friends and mentors 
defined Sabbath as  “resisting the pressure to incessantly do and 
produce.”  I know many of us have great things that fill up our lives—for 
youth that’s often sports or a range of other extracurricular activities—
and we all draw on our own wisdom to make decisions about how we 
use our time in our own context.  But this season, I’d like to lift up this 
Sabbath practice of resisting the pressure to do and produce and offer 
these questions, in what I hope will help us each discern what Sabbath 
means in our lives as we wait in this Advent season: Where in your life 
do you experience “the pressure to incessantly do and produce”?  Are 
there spaces (whether it’s a few minutes or a day) in your life where you 
can practice rest?  What would Sabbath look like for you? 

Urban Immersion Opportunity  
for High School Youth this Spring 

Calling all high school youth!  You have an amazing weekend 
opportunity to take a group trip down to Minneapolis on March 4th-6th for 
an Urban Immersion.  The weekend is designed as a way for groups to 
experience first-hand the complexities of poverty, to meet and serve 
those affected and to take what they have experienced and learned and 
address the issues of poverty in their own communities.  Look for a sign 
up sheet outside the office or contact Nathan at 724-3637.  The cost for 
participants is $100 (we’ll offer a sliding scale fee of $50-100 based on 
income level—please let us know in advance if you plan to pay less than 
$100). We’re also looking for chaperones to come along, so let Nathan 
know if you’re interested.  Here’s a sample schedule of the weekend: 

Day 1 – Friday Evening 

6:30 p.m. Group arrives  

7 p.m. Evening programming 

11:15 p.m. Lights out 

Day 2 – Saturday 

6:30 – 10 a.m. Service sites begin work  

2 - 4 p.m. Work at service sites complete  

5 p.m. Dinner  

7 p.m. Evening programming 

11:15 p.m. Lights out 

No “Manna”Senior High Youth 
Gathering this month 

December.  Apparently it just gets 
crammed.  Since all the Sundays this 
month are packed full of events, we’re 
going to wait to do our usual gathering 
for high school youth until next month.  
See you in January! 

       Light in the Cracks by Nathan 

Christmas Youth Drama 
This year’s youth drama is 

Babushka, and it will be performed at 
the 4pm Christmas Eve service.  If 
you’re in middle school and want to 
be a part, let Nathan know (724-
3637).  We’ll have practice on 
Wednesday, Dec. 9

th
 and Dec. 16

th
 

from 7:15-7:45pm, with a final 
practice on the evening of Dec. 23

rd
.  

If there are any parents out there 
who like to help direct, we’re also 
looking for support! 

Update on High School youth 
opportunities this Summer 

Because of the high cost of the 
UCC national youth event located in 
Disney World, we have decided not to 
take a formal group trip this year.  All 
individuals and families are still 
welcome to go, and church staff can 
help assist getting information about 
the trip if anyone needs it.  As an 
alternative, we are offering two 
experiences for high school youth this 
summer.  1)  We will have the Ecofaith 
Youth Camp (held June 26-30), 
which is a 5-day camp focused on the 
intersections between racial, 
economic, and environmental justice—
filled with YouTube videos, 
conversations, and local community 
experiences.    We have an amazing 
leadership team (with 2 youth from 
Peace) that is working hard to make 
this an incredible experience this 
Summer.  2) We will take a camping 
trip to the Porcupine Mountains in 
Michigan from July 28-31.  This will 
be a chance to camp, hike, swim, 
hang out, and be out in the great North 
Woods.  Hope you can join us for 

Day 3 – Sunday 
Morning 

8:30 a.m. Final  
programming 

9:30 a.m. Group 
heads home 
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Children’s Christmas Pageant / Library 

It’s Christmas Pageant time! This year’s Christmas Pageant, A Minnesotan Christmas Story 
(written by one of our youth, Keira Farkas), will be held Sunday, December 13

th
 at the 

10:30am service. Here is some important information about Pageant rehearsals, costumes, 
and music. 

Important dates and times: 

 Sunday, December 6
th

 9:30am (during Sunday School) We will start in the 
Sanctuary, sing through the songs for the Pageant, Nathan will summarize the story for 
the younger kids, then we’ll split off to our classes for a shorter Sunday School Lesson. 
Those with speaking roles will stay in the Sanctuary to rehearse. 

 Saturday, December 12
th

 10:00am-12:00pm (9:00am call for speaking roles if extra 
practice is needed—look for an email from Nathan): this is the Saturday before the 
Pageant, and it is our big practice. It’s very important to have everyone here; it is when we 
will figure out costumes and work out some of the kinks.  

 Sunday, December 13
th

 9:30am: Pageant Day! This will be a time for last minute song practice as 
well as costume adjustments. We’ll meet in the Sanctuary and then move to our classrooms to get ready. 

If your child is not available or not interested in participating in the Pageant, please give Nathan a call or send 
him an email; it will be helpful to know how many costumes we need  (724-3637, Nathan@peaceucc.org). 

Each grade has a particular role and will sing certain songs. Below is a list of costume information and the 
specific songs your child’s class will be singing. Please take time to practice these songs at home so they can 
be ready to join in the larger group! 

 

Grade: Role: Costume: Songs: 

Preschool Angels/street folks Please wear earthy 
tones (i.e. brown, tan, or 
gray) 

  

Angels We Have Heard 
on High (v.1), Away in a 
Manger (v.1) 

Kindergarten and 1
st
 

Grade 
Farmers/Shepherds Straw hat/baseball hat, 

overalls/jeans 

  

Go Tell it on the 
Mountatin (v. 1) 

2
nd

 and 3
rd

 Grade Wise Townspeople Please wear colorful 
clothes 

  

Star of Wonder (v.1-2) 

4
th
 and 5

th
 Grades Stars or speaking role We’ll be giving info 

about each costume 
Opening song (Born 
Here Today) and Joy to 
the World 

Peace Church Library — Check it out! 

New adult books: 

Talking Leaves : Contemporary Native American 
Short Stories by Craig Lesley and Katheryn Stavrakis 

I, Rigoberta Menchu : An Indian Woman in 
Guatemala by Rigoberta Menchu and Elisabeth 
Burgos-Debray 

Islam without Extremes : A Muslim Case for Liberty 
by Mustafa Akyol 

The Souls of Black Folk by W E B Du Bois 

Hard Sayings of the Bible by Walter C Kaiser, Peter H 
Davids, F F Bruce and Manfred T Brauch 

New children's books: 

The Christmas Countdown by Betsy Haynes 

Christmas with Morris and Boris by Bernard Wiseman 

Young Santa by Dan Greenburg 

Silent Night by Darcy May 

Diane Goode's Christmas Magic by Diane Goode 

Nicky's Christmas Surprise by Harriet Ziefert 

Christmas in the Philippines by Cheryl L. Enderlein 

DVD – Veggie Tales The Star of Christmas 
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Thoughts on the Way by Jackie Falk 

“Born Here Today” 

We know that sweet Jesus was born long ago 

And hearing the story, we all surely know 

that God chooses places quite out of the way, 

but what if our Jesus was born here today? 

“…God chooses places quite out of the way,” It’s Advent! It began on November 29, 2015! It’s the first day of 
the Christian liturgical year, a celebration of anticipation. Advent means arrival and our task is to be awake, to be 
on the lookout for the “places quite out of the way” where God’s Holy finds us, here on a Minnesota day or night. 
Keira Farkas wrote our Children’s Christmas pageant this year and the song above was written by Nathan for  
its opening. 

It’s a joy to keep awake to the Holy. The days before Christmas are a special invitation to begin or to renew 
habits that keep us alert to the Divine currents, nudges, and “places quite out of the way” where we find the Holy 
presence in ourselves and others – moments of tender care, of gratitude, of laughter, of hospitality, of inspiration, 
and moments of the unmixed attention that Simone Weil defines as prayer. 

A great way to practice anticipating Christmas together is the Advent Wreath…Light a candle and read a 
short Bible verse every day until Christmas. It is a lovely personal and family ritual to count down the days until 
the “sweet Jesus appears” again this year “in a quite out of the way place!” If you didn’t make a wreath at the 
Advent workshop, the supplies and the Advent booklet that contains the lighting rituals and scripture verses for 
each day will be available to pick up in the office. Make the wreath, light the candles every night at dinner, then 
during the Advent waiting time, watch for the many arrivals of Jesus.  

We tell the ancient story, the one of joy and risk when Jesus came as a baby. The birth is the Divine saying “It 
is good to be human and God is with us.” This love thread of the story is precious to our children and to the child 
in all of us. Today’s world challenges us not be dazzled by the glittery commercial overlay that hides the story, 
but instead to be attentive to Jesus calling us to live his way of vulnerable love. A wholehearted love that dwells 
deeply into all experience that life offers. 

We see the new story, the one of promise when hear the angels sing, Emmanuel, God is with us, appearing 
even on a Minnesota night. 

We light candles; we watch; we keep awake; we call out the Divine when and wherever it  appears! 

2016 Women’s Retreat 
April 29-30 

All women are welcome at our annual 
Women’s Retreat, held at Eagle Lodge, 
Clearwater Forest Presbyterian Camp near 
Deerwood MN. 

Save these 2016 dates! 

2016 Men’s Retreat—February 26-28 
The men's retreat will again be held at the Turning Point 
Retreat Center near Floodwood.  The retreat will begin with 
supper Friday, February 26 and end after worship on 
Sunday, February 28.  Save the dates and watch for further 
details in the future.   

Peace Winter Camp at Wolf Ridge—February 5-7 (see page 15) 

Imagine we follow that star burning bright 

where Jesus appears on a Minnesota night. 

Yes, God chooses places quite out of the way, 

and what if our Jesus was born here today? 

Services of Healing  
Our Healing Services will be at 6:00 p.m. in the front of 
the Sanctuary. You don’t have to be proficient in any skill 
or discipline to participate. The services offer times of still-
ness, Scripture readings, music, healing prayer, medita-
tion, and anointing for those who desire it. The music is 
relaxing, and the liturgy is in the style of Iona. The service 
lasts about 30 minutes. Services now scheduled are Sun-
days, December 6, 2015, April 10, 2016, and July 10, 
2016, led by Jackie Falk and Tim Peters.  

 
3rd Graders get Bibles  
on UNICEF Sunday 
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Acting for Justice 

Support for the U.S. Peace 
Memorial Foundation 

At the October meeting of the Acting 
for Justice Hub, a proposal was 
unanimously approved for Peace 
Church to support the work and 
mission of the U.S. Peace Memorial Foundation.   

Since 2005, the US Peace Memorial 
Foundation has directed a nationwide effort 
to honor Americans who stand for peace by 
publishing the US Peace Registry, awarding an 
annual Peace Prize, and planning for the US 
Peace Memorial in Washington, DC.  These 
educational projects help move the United States 
toward a culture of peace, as we honor the 
millions of thoughtful and courageous Americans 
and U.S. organizations that have taken a public 
stand against one or more U.S. wars or who have 
devoted their time, energy, and other resources to 
finding peaceful solutions to international 
conflicts.  We celebrate these role models to 
inspire other Americans to speak out against 

war and to work for peace. 

Our US Peace Registry recognizes heroes who 
have engaged in a broad range of peace and 
antiwar activities. Individuals who have written an 
antiwar letter to their representatives in Congress 
or to a newspaper are included, along with 
Americans who have devoted their lives to peace 
and opposing war. 

Our annual Peace Prize has been given to 
groups and individuals who have made inspiring 
and remarkable efforts to promote peace.  
Recipients include Kathy Kelly (who spoke at 
Peace Church in July, 2013), CODEPINK Women 
for Peace, Chelsea Manning, Medea Benjamin, 
Noam Chomsky, Dennis Kucinich, and Cindy 
Sheehan. 

A US Peace Memorial in Washington, DC is 
our ultimate goal.  Most monuments in our 
nation’s capital commemorate war.  While soldiers 
are told that it is heroic to fight and die for their 
country, peace activists are often labeled “un-
American,” “antimilitary,” or “unpatriotic.”  This 
mentality has resulted in a country that recognizes 
contributions to war and the sacrifices of the 
military, but does not honor those who make 
valiant efforts to end war and maintain global 
peace.  It is time to dedicate a National Monument 
to peace.  Our society should be as proud of 
those who work for alternatives to war as it is of 
those who fight wars. 

More information can be found at:  
www.USPeaceMemorial.org.  

Living into the Difficult—to move closer to 
the vision of the Beloved Community 

 In the U.S. we are seeing daily the turbulence and 
tension in our communities because genuine racial 
reconciliation remains a dream.  As people of a 
resurrection faith we are challenged not to succumb to fear 
because of such divisions, but to engage in meaningful 
actions in order to learn to live into new kinds of 
relationships, some of which may be difficult. In so doing, 
we become evidence of God’s continuing re-creating love 
in the world. 

 This year, we will both celebrate the Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s dream of the reconciled Beloved Community, and 
offer opportunities to gather to work to bring Duluth closer 
to making MLK’s dream a reality.  

Here’s a preview of what’s ahead in  

January, February, and March. 

A six-session series, Cracking the Shell of Whiteness will 
be offered. It is an experience to build capacity for white 
people to understand white identity individually and 
collectively and so be able to stand in solidarity to 
address systemic injustice. (Details to be announced.) 

A three-session book discussion of Dear White Christian: 
For those still longing for racial reconciliation, by 
Rev. Dr. Jennifer Harvey will be led Sarah Holst and 
Jackie Falk. The book prompts us, when we would have 
racial reconciliation, how we can wrestle with repentance 
for our participation in systems that perpetuate racism.  

The 2016 Twin Ports MKL Arts & Cultural Festival – 
January 14 – January 19, 2016. 

Peace is hosting Jam’n with MLK on Saturday, 
January 16, 2016. There will be a Soup Supper at 
6:00pm and Performance at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary. 
Watch for information on the other events: Mayor’s MLK 
Reception, Duluth’s Got Talent, Community Ecumenical 
Worship, Breakfast and Broadcast, March and Rally, 
and Movie. 

Workshops and worship, Living into the Difficult: Race, 

Diversity, and Duluth for All. 

   Join A.M.E. Pastor and Professor of Religion and Ethics, 
Dr. Melanie Harris and Professor of Religion and 
American Baptist Minister, Dr. Jennifer Harvey as they 
guide us in racial justice analysis of our community and 
the spectrum of ways we are all called as people of faith 
to heal from structural violence. March 12-13, 2016 at 

Peace Church. 

   Join us for supper and a planning meeting on January 
25, 2016, in the Fireside Room. Meet with members of 
the community to plan for the day-long conversations. 

http://www.uspeacememorial.org/Registry.htm
http://www.uspeacememorial.org/PEACEPRIZE.htm
http://www.uspeacememorial.org
http://www.uspeacememorial.org
http://www.USPeaceMemorial.org
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Coordinating Council will meet on Tuesday, December 15 at 7pm. 
Budget requests by teams and committees are due in the office by December 9. 

Acting for Justice / Poinsettia Order Form 

Dreams Come True coffee sales to 
benefit Laotian victims 

In the next few weeks, John 
Pegg will be offering for sale 
Fair Trade coffee from Laos to 
benefit the work of Jim Harris’ 
organization, “We Help War 
Victims.”  Jim’s inspiring story is 
as follows: 

In Laos, 40% of children beginning school 
are already stunted from malnutrition.  
This, in spite of families living on fertile 
land. Families dream of enlarging their 
gardens, but fear of detonating land mines, 
cluster bombs and other dangers hidden in 
the soil prevents them from doing so. “We 
Help War Victims” makes dreams come 
true. We clear land of unexploded 
ordnance so farmers can enlarge their rice 
fields and vegetable gardens. 

All profits from the sale of Dreams Come 
True coffee is dedicated to clearance of 
unexploded remnants of the U.S. war and 
assistance to amputees and other victims. 

Both coffee and tea will be available in 
8oz. bags in the narthex.  Great opportunity 
to enjoy some good coffee while doing some 
good for our world!  Share the gift of love this 
holiday season!  For more information, visit:  
www.wehelpwarvictims.org. 

Open and Affirming Team Meeting 

Sunday January 24, 2016 at 11:45am 

This team is for all Gay, Lesbian, Trans, Bisexual, Queer, 
or Questioning, and Allies of all the above. At our meeting we 
will schedule a regular time and place to meet, discuss topics 
we would like to cover, and activities we would like to do 
together. This will be a pot luck meeting, so bring a dish to 
share. Questions? Call Nettie at 218-940-2733. 

We may have marriage equality now, but it is being fought 
on every front around the nation. 

What happened to the downstairs  
Men’s and Women’s bathrooms? 

Awhile back a transformation took place converting the two 
downstairs bathrooms into unisex bathrooms with locks on the 
outside doors.  Why, you ask, did we do that?   

Consider what it is like for someone who has gender 
identity issues.  Our society is tough on these people.  What 
must it be like for a person transitioning from one gender to 
another to simply use a public restroom?  Little kids will say 
things like, “you can’t be in here!” while most adults will just 
say it with their eyes.   

If we are truly a welcoming place, then being aware of such 
issues isn’t enough. We have to act. With the bathrooms it was 
such a simple act to do.  Just change the signs and add a lock 
on the outside door.  Now we have two bathrooms where 
privacy is assured and respect is offered.  Not only that, but 
while before we only had one room available we all now have 
two to choose from. 

Poinsettias Each year at Christmas time we decorate the altar with poinsettias. Would you like to order one in 

honor or in memory of a loved one? You may then take it home with you if you’d like, after the last Christmas Eve 
service. This is also a fundraiser for our Transportation Fund, which is in need of replenishing!  

Because of this fund, we are able to offer rides to church for people lacking transportation. 

 

POINSETTIA ORDER 
Please fill out and place in the offering plate or send to the office 

 

Name                   
 

 I wish to order ______ poinsettias at a cost of $20.00 each,  

 ___in memory of / ___in honor of the following person(s): 

                                  

                                   

(Please make checks payable to Peace Church, with “poinsettia” in the memo) 
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Peace Church News 

Moderator’s Report 
Your Moderator had a pretty good hunting trip in Idaho last month 

and...sigh…I suppose this should be a Coordinating Council report and not a 
hunting report.  Council met this past month to discuss the business of the 
Church.  Our finances are doing okay as our expenses have been kept in 
check so far, but we’re still running a deficit in our budget to date primarily 
because pledges are behind.  Your pledges account for most of our income, 
and when we fall behind in our giving, it makes it much harder to pay our bills.  
If you’ve fallen behind on what you’ve pledged, anything you can do to catch 
up is appreciated.   

Thank you to our Stewardship Team who put in a lot of hard work again 
this year on our stewardship campaign.  Although there is still a ways to go, 
pledges of support for 2016 are coming in at a good pace. 

With some input from the Finance Committee, Council discussed ways to 
replenish our cash reserves as they’ve been depleted in the past year paying 
for unexpected repairs to our heating and plumbing system.  We’ve spent 
about $9,000 so far this year on those repairs.  We’re not facing a crisis, but it 
keeps me awake at night even if it shouldn’t.  Finance and Council are 
working to have some ideas in place for 2016. 

Okay, enough about the money. 

In between serious matters of state, moments of great levity at Council 
were provided by newly appointed Acting for Justice Hub Representative 
Hardesty and Vice-Moderator Flotten.   

Christian Ed reports a successful UNICEF Carnival and plans going 90 
mph towards the Christmas Pageant on Dec. 13

th
.  There are no plans to do 

an Epiphany Party the first Sunday in January this year.  As usual there will be 
no Sunday school that day, but nursery care will still be available.  

Spiritual Life reports the Food and Fellowship Team is exploring ideas and 
costs for replacing the tables in the Fellowship Hall which are starting to show 
their age.   All of our new members from this past October have been 
matched with mentors, and Inquirer Classes are planned for January/February 
and April/May of the coming year.  From my own experience, I know making 
personal connections at a new church helps a lot, and I hope all of you 
veteran Peace Church members will consider signing on as mentors at some 
point to help welcome new members into our congregation.   

Acting for Justice continues to address long range issues for our GLBT 
community (marriage equality was a victory, but it wasn’t the end), ending gun 
violence, and planning discussions with invited speakers around the topic of 
race.  Our support will be given to the US Peace Memorial as well. 

Twenty folks from the congregation volunteered their time on a Saturday 
this past month and helped draft a long range plan for 2016-18 for our Church.  
Topics ranged from staff transition planning to social justice issues to 
maintaining our building.  Look for more information later in the Peace Bell 
and on our website.  I was pretty pleased with the outcome.  Please take the 
time to review the draft plan and provide any feedback to members of Council.  
Thank you to Dennis Falk for moderating such a productive meeting.  

Proposed changes to our by-laws, approval of the new long range plan, 
approval of a 2016 budget and changes to our vision statement and probably 
some other things are due up at our congregational meeting at the end of 
January.   

Stay well folks.  Happy Holidays. 

~ Mike Schrage, Moderator 

Stewardship Update 
“I know the plans I have for 
you . . . To give you a future 
filled with hope” — Jeremiah 
29:11. This is the theme of 
our stewardship drive for 
2016.  

We are still collecting  
pledges for 2016, and we’re 
significantly behind what we 
need. Last year’s total 
pledges were 221 @ 
$376,349 (that is what our 
budget was based on), and 
so far this year we are at 179 
pledges @ $322,420, so we 
are short by 42 pledgers and 
$53,929. We depend on your 
pledges to keep Peace 
Church functioning! If you 
haven’t yet pledged, there is 
still time — please return 
your pledge cards to the 
office as soon as possible. 
You can also email your 
pledge to our bookkeeper: 
toni@peaceucc.org. Thanks 
to those who have turned in a 
pledge for 2016 and thanks 
to all for being part of this 
congregation of God’s 
people. 

Note from Finance 
Committee 

To comply with IRS rules, 
all contributions that you 
wish credited to your 2015 
account must comply with 

the following:  

1) checks must be dated  
in 2015;  

2) if mailed to the church, 
envelope must be 
postmarked in 2015;  

3) contributions must be in 
the church office by 
Monday, January 4 (If 
received later than this, 
the donation will be 
credited to your 2016 
giving). 

mailto:toni@peaceucc.org
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Voices for Justice 

Voices for Justice    Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice.  We are energized and 

heartened by hearing each other’s stories.  Each month, we will share a brief story from members of our 
community, learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes.  If you would like to share 
your story, or want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office.   

Sarah Holst—Living a Just Life 
It takes an encyclopedia to capture the range of Sarah’s passions and 
commitments: 

Art. Composting. Gender Identity. Inter-Connectedness. Justice Ministry.  Poverty.  
Queer Ecology. Restorative Justice. Sustainability.  Theology.  Watershed 
Discipleship. 

Sarah’s commitment to justice is solidly rooted in her Catholic tradition and her 
family, which gave her a safe place to question religious beliefs without fear.  She 
grew up in a small Nebraska town, and says she has been a theological thinker 
from a very young age.  Her mother demonstrated the kind of faith that Sarah built 
on.  For Sarah, God is in the questions. 

Her family also encouraged her artistic gifts.  Sarah’s father is a watercolor artist, and he encouraged her to 
explore her own artistic sense by covering the walls with paper for her to fill with her 
art.  She is now comfortable painting wall murals.  She is a gifted artist, currently busy 
with commissions for art projects in her new studio. 

 Sarah attended St. Ambrose College in Davenport, Iowa, where she triple majored 
in Fine Art, English, and Theology.  After college, she joined the Jesuit Volunteer 
Corps. Her first year was spent in Montana, teaching and coaching on the Crow 
Indian Reservation.  She then moved to Portland, Oregon, where she worked with 
people living on the street—and also met Nathan.  Sarah then worked on a faith-
based organic farm where she led a small restorative justice program.  When she and 
Nathan felt it was time to commit to a community, they decided that Duluth was a 
better size fit than Portland.    

Throughout her journey, Sarah has always been reading, reading, reading.  She 
has learned from people in circles of inquiry, trust and sharing, seeking mentors who 
are pioneers in faith and justice ministry.  

Sarah loves her Roman Catholic tradition, but not the barriers to women in leadership. Sarah has been fed 
by ecumenical circles, and sees the need for dialogue between all faith traditions.  She is currently attending 
United Theological Seminary in New Brighton.  Her hope is to be ordained a Roman Catholic Woman Priest—an 
international movement within the Catholic Church to make ordination possible for people of all genders.  She 
does not believe that people can or should be defined by gender roles or identity. “God makes no mistakes, and 
we need to have imagination big enough to let people define themselves outside of boxes." 

Sarah sees her call to justice as being “rooted in my faith and being a blend between art, organizing and 
farming.”  Reframing the question, “How do I work for environmental and racial justice?” to “How am I living an 
environmentally and racially just life?”  has been very important to her.  “I try to live out a call to ‘Watershed 
Discipleship’ every day, learning from our Christian stories, the land herself, and from the indigenous caretakers 
of that land.” 

She is currently working on several projects, including a Study Guide for how to "Localize the Liturgy" and the 
"Confronting Historical Injustice: Moving Beyond Forgiveness” series here at Peace Church. 

If Sarah could change two things about the world, “it would be that all churches would utilize their space to 
grow food for people experiencing food insecurity in their communities (what does the Eucharist call us to if not 
to feed one another?) and that all people would have Self Love.”   

Currently, Sarah is reading a book called Queer Ecology, which talks about the myriad beautiful ways the 
natural world does not fit into boxes of dualistic gender identity and heteronormativity.  “I am passionate about 
telling those hidden stories in my art and poetry.”  That passion and commitment are at the heart of all that 
Sarah brings to Peace Church—and to the world. 
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Peace People / Winter Camp 

Thank You! 
Special thank you to the following for watering & caring for the 
indoor plants: Matthew McCormack in August, Kate Nicoletti in 
October, Lynn Watson in November. 

To Jim McLean for putting a new floor in our prairie entry. Be 
sure to take a look at it—it looks great! 

From the Rombergs: “Thanks you for being such a kind, 
welcoming community to our family. We appreciate the support 
and gererosity you provided us while we were here. It saddens us 
to have to leave Duluth, but as we all know, life takes us on many 
different paths. We’ll miss this lovely church and it will always be 
dear to our hearts. Many Blessings, Anne, Jake Scarlett, Silvee, 
and Tallula” 

The October PALS gathering repackaged 500 pound of sugar, 
250 pounds of flour and 68 pounds of coffee for distribution at the 
CHUM food shelf.  24 pairs of hard working hands accomplished 
this in several hours.  Nearly $800 was raised to buy the 
supplies, with nearly $300 remaining which will be donated 
directly.  Many thanks to all who donated either cash and/or 
effort.  What follows is a thank you note from Meg Kerns, director 
of the food shelf.  

Dear Peace PALS, Your donation of 818 pounds of bagged flour, 
sugar and coffee was certainly cause for celebration at the Food 
Shelf. It’s always nice to receive those items since we use the 
money budgeted for food expenses to obtain more basic foods, 
like peanut butter, tuna, soup and canned fruits and vegetables. 
Thanks for supporting our outreach! 

 

Peace Winter Camp  
at Wolf Ridge Learning Center 

February 5-7, 2016  
Mark your 

calendar! Call the 
church office now to 
sign-up for Winter 
Camp at Wolf Ridge 
Environmental 
Learning Center! 
Friday, February 5, 
through Sunday, 
February 7, 2016. 
Cost is $135.00 per 
person for the 
whole week-end. Children 4 years of age 
and younger are free. Scholarships 
available on a sliding fee scale. Call or e-
mail the Peace office now to reserve your 
family’s place. We have space to 
accommodate 100 people. Payments will 
be due in the Peace office on Monday, 
February 1, 2016.  

Playing together is an awesome way to 
grow in faith and Winter Camp is a great 
place to do it. Wolf Ridge will do the 
Outdoor programming and Jackie and 
Nathan will do the faith programming and 

music. It’s a great place to develop life-
long connections with other families in 
Peace Church  

Our hope is that when Peace’s children 
are wrapped in Blessing Blankets on high 
school graduation Sunday, they will have 
deep roots in a church family where they 
learned to Praise God, Live in the Way of 
Jesus, and work toward Beloved 
Community—roots from which their faith 
will grow and continue to sustain them.  

Join us for time together of life-changing 
memory making at Peace Winter Camp. 
Check out the Winter Camp Slide Show 
on our website, www.peaceucc.org 

Keep in Your Prayers 
Jesse Luoma, dealing with colon cancer 

Karie Simpson recovering from knee 
surgery 

Penny Bothwell at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester dealing with a severe infection 
in her spine 

Loni Cran-Hovis, recovering from a 
bowel obstruction. 

Welcome to the World 
A new grandson for Denise and Dennis Hamsher—baby 
Owen was born to their son Chris and his wife Molly. 

To baby Nola, born to Sandy and Justin Liles on October 27. 
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      Pathways to Peace            Community  

Bell Ringing f 
or Victims of Gun Violence  

Monday December 14 at noon  
Lake Place Plaza (Lake Ave & Superior St.) 

The 3
rd

 anniversary of the Sandy Hook 
school shootings will be on December 14

th
.  

It will also be almost 3 years since our 
Congress failed to act on requiring 
background checks on all gun sales and 
cracking down on gun trafficking.  

Newtown Action, formed after the Sandy 
Hook shooting is asking groups around the 
country to hold a vigil or take action near 
the time of the anniversary. Along with 
Faiths United to Prevent Gun Violence, 
Newtown Action and other gun violence 
prevention groups, the Northland Brady 
Protect Minnesota chapter will be holding a 
bell ringing in memory of gun violence 
victims. 

The event will last about 30 minutes. 
Dress warmly and join us for a vigil and 

bell ringing. 

In addition, we will be asking local faith 
communities to ring their bells at Noon on 
December 14

th
 if they have them. We are 

also asking that faith communities 
commemorate gun violence victims in their 
own way during the Gun Violence Sabbath- 
Dec. 11-14.  

Watch for more information about a 
community Faith Summit on Gun Violence 
Prevention the last weekend of February. 
Faith communities can and should take 
action to end the violence that is 
devastating our communities. 

Questions? Call Joan Peterson from the 
Acting for Justice Hub and Northland 
Chapter leader, 218-428-6570. 

Monthly Shape Note Singing 

Sunday December 6, 2-4 pm  
Friends' Meetinghouse 1802 E 1st St.  
More info: Leslie White (728-9545) Peace Bell Articles due December 21! 

 

Pathways to Peace 
Pathways to Peace is an invitation to explore the spiritual 

dimensions of our lives and to embody the transformative 
power of faith.  Through conversations, worship, workshops, 
contemplative practices, art, story, and music, Pathways to 
Peace offers opportunities to question, to explore, to grow, and 
to channel spirituality into action.  The goal of Pathways to 
Peace is to nourish the mind, body, and soul as we work to 
create and live in a community that is aware, welcoming, and 
radically loving. 

Pathways to Peace is also a resource guide highlighting 
both special events and ongoing activities at Peace Church and 
in the surrounding community.   

This winter, Pathways to Peace will focus on Sacred 
Landscapes, reflecting on the holy spaces within and around 
us. In our search for grounding, for community, for home, we 
travel on sacred ground.  We are shaped by place, and by the 
stories of those who share this common ground.   

What is the history of the land we live on? 

How do the stories of those who live here shape  this place? 

How does place shape us? 

What is our responsibility to this sacred ground? 

We will be exploring these questions over the next months in 
a variety of ways: adult forums on the history of parks in Duluth 
and writing about place; learning about the Sami and sacred 
landscapes; a workshop on landscape quilting; learning about 
the joy of backyard chickens; a writing workshop on poetry of 
the spirit; an evening of place-based music; hearing stories of 
Native sacred places; dancing on holy ground. 

We invite you to join in the journey. For further information, 
check the Peace Church website (www.peaceucc.org), call 
Peace Church (218-724-3637), or email office@peaceucc.org. 

Marilyn Mayry, Pamela Mittlefehldt, Cyndy Klinksiek 

Winter Chicken Open House 

A “Pathways to Peace" event 

What do you do in the winter?  That is a common question 
posed to many Duluth chicken keepers. Hillside urban farmers 
and chicken keepers Jen Stenersen and Melissa Boyle invite 
you to a Winter Chicken Open House on Sunday January 10, 
2016, from Noon to 2pm, at 1141 N. 6th Ave E.  You'll get a 
close-up look at the ladies’ winter set up and have a chance to 
ask any questions you may have about keeping chickens in 
winter. Hot coffee, mini quiches, and other brunch-like treats will 
be available. 

Questions?  Call Melissa or Jen (728-0419). 

Please sign up on the sheet by the church office, or contact 
Peace Church (218-724-3637)  

DSSO Handel’s Messiah 

The Duluth Superior Symphony Orchestra 
will be performing Handel’s Messiah on 
Friday, December 4

th
 at Cathedral of 

Christ the King in Superior at 7 pm, and 
Saturday, December 5

th
 at Pilgrim Con-

gregational Church at 2 pm. To purchase 
tickets, you can call (218) 623-3776.   

mailto:pathwaystopeace@peaceucc.org
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 Nursery 
 6 Hannah Feyen, Laura Greensmith, Jenn Moses (back-up) 

13 Lori Seele, Agatha Pokrzywinski, Krysta Reil Maas (back-up) 

20 Lisa Fitzpatrick, Maleeah Langdon-Larson, Tom Heinitz (back-up) 

27 Alison Wood, Jenn Moses, Veonica Gaidelis-Langer (back-up) 

December Volunteer Schedules 

 Lay Readers 

 6 8:30: Brooke Tapp 

 10:30: Penny Cragun 

13 8:30: Denise Hamsher 

 10:30: Pageant 

20 8:30: Lynn Watson 

 10:30: Choir Cantata  

27 8:30: Taize  

 10:30: Jill Pospisil 

 Greeters—10:30 
 6 Maggie & Marc Fink, Sandy 

Moore 

13 Jebeh & Andy Edmunds, Jenn 
Moses 

20 Lyn Kaim, Heather Muster, Elsie 
Cook 

24 4pm:Need 3 volunteers 

 10pm: Need 3 volunteers 

27 Zoe Simpson, Delilah Rogers, 
Loni Cran-Hovis 

Damiano Soup Kitchen 
December 13 

1:30 - 4:00 - Loni Cran-Hovis, Cindi 

Butcher, Craig & Jeanie Peterson, 

John Bennett 

4:20 - 6:30 - Susan Ranfranz & 
Jackson Manthey, Betty Greene, 
Robin Davidson family 

Monday Meals at Dorothy 
Day House (1712 Jefferson) 

 7 Pat Sjoding 

14 Robin Davidson 

21 Sandy Moore & Deb Stricker 

28 Sarah Nelson 

Coming up — January 

Coordinators: 

Kirby & Cathy Wood, 724-1196  

Mark Liske, 728-2749 

Mary & Jeff Adams, 464-1992 

Megan & John Bennett,  

612-867-9297 

Jennifer Boyle, 728-4185 

Mollie Stapleton Clark, 525-0557 

Corrie Ehrbright, 218-251-3686 

Charlotte Frantz, 728-3204 

Cammy & Shawn Hansen,  

525-0100 

Tara Hoban, 428-4937 

Marian Jensen, 723-8156 

Amy & Eric Larson, 724-1349 

Marcia Larson, 320-245-2500 

Deb Stricker & Sandy Moore,  

724-1117 

John & Lyn Clark Pegg, 348-3048 

Gwen Plumb & Dave Gerhart, 

525-6551 

Judy & Bill Seliga-Punyko,  

525-4688 

Eric and Jane Rudd, 727-4116 

Aimee VanStraaten, 464-0557 

Coffee Hour Teams 

December 

Coordinators:  

Mike & Linda Lundberg, 525-6804 

Susan Kehtel/Amy Galarowicz, 

624-1800 

December 6: 

Set Up: Patty Beech, Mary Sue 
Tallerud & John Pokrzywinski 

Serve: Dan & Kelly Peterson, Mary 
Sue Tallerud & John 
Pokrzywinski 

Clean Up: Tim & Melanie Lundell 

December 13: 

Set up: Tom & Linda Curran 

Serve: Amy & Ellen Shelhon. Ron & 
Nancy Edmunds 

Clean Up: Amy & Ellen Shelhon, 
Ron & Nancy Edmunds 

December 20: 

Set Up: Mike Schrage 

Serve: Peter Good & Deanna 
Notaro, Deb Cooper 

Clean Up: Peter Good & Deanna 
Notaro, Deb Cooper 

Please bring 3 dozen cookies, 

bars, crackers or fruit  

on your day to help. 

Thank you! 

 10:30 Ushers    (Lead Usher in bold) 
 6 Tim Peters, Nettie Bothwell, Rene Montgomery, Robin Davidson  

13 Tim Peters, Jill Bugbee, Mike & Diane Swanoski  

20 Tim Peters, Craig & Jeanie Peterson, Marsha Hystead  

24 4pm: Karie Simpson, Courtney, Zoe, need 3-4 more ushers  

24 10pm: Tim Peters, Karie, Zoe, & Courtney Simpson Need 2 more 

27 Tim Peters, Katey Fornear, Cindy Macaulay, Melissa Boyle 

20 Gayle & Jack Kelly 

27 Jim & Cindy McLean 

  8:30 Ushers  
 6 Dennis & Denise Hamsher 

13 Bilin Tsai, Susan Streitz 

         Acolytes  
 6 Calli Farkas, Bergen Hubley 

13 Monica Jensen, Cate Karstens 

20 No Acolytes 

27 No Acolytes 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/acolyte72_web.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/2009-09-01.htm&usg=__0KYVlvahqVkI18mB_wvAAPeSL3A=&h=300&w=327&sz=10&hl=EN&start=37&sig2=uGY
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Peace United Church of Christ 

1111 North 11th Avenue East 

Duluth, MN 55805 

 

(218) 724-3637 

www.peaceucc.org 

E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 

 

Non-profit  
Organization 

US Postage PAID 
Permit No. 84 

Duluth, MN 

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF    

Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Minister: Pastor Jackie Falk 

Youth and Children’s Ministries: Nathan Holst  

Visitation: Cheryl Walsh 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation: Rev. Terese Tomanek and Rev. Tom Liddle 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY—9-3, PHONE:  218-724-3637 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Kathy:  knelson@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org    

 Jim: jim@peaceucc.org    Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org      Jackie: jackie@peaceucc.org 

    Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org    Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Assistant: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


