
  

 

JUNE 2014 NOVEMBER 2015 

Long Range Planning Retreat 
Saturday, November 7  

9 – 1 in the Fireside Room  
All members and friends of Peace Church are 

invited to join the coordinating council and team 
leaders in this strategic planning retreat at the church, 
Saturday, November 7, from 9am to 1pm.   Denny 
Falk, who has led many planning retreats for UMD  
will be our facilitator, and lunch will be provided.  

We will look at our previous long range plan and 
the wonderful feedback from the Dreams, Dialogues 
and Dessert Sessions to discern together what 
directions the spirit is moving our congregation.  How 
will Peace Church listen for God¹s call, and continue 
to transform lives in the coming three years?  Come 
be part of this crucial process in the life of our 
congregation.   

Joint Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
Tuesday, November 25 at 7 pm 

At Temple Israel, 1602 E. 2nd St. 

    Join  the members and choirs from St. Paul’s 
Episcopal, First Unitarian Church, First UMC, Glen 
Avon Presbyterian, Pilgrim Church, the Twin Ports 
Islamic Center, Gloria Dei Lutheran, and Temple 
Israel for our annual interfaith Thanksgiving service.  
The choirs will be singing, and there will be a mass 
choir anthem by Stephen Paulus. The offering this 
evening will benefit the Chum Food Shelf.  

    Like the Smell of Pine?    
  The Colors of Christmas? 
Join us at 9:30 on Sunday, November 29, 
the first Sunday of Advent, as we decorate 

the church  We will be making a wreath for the church 
and advent candle wreaths and devotions for you to 
take home.  Marion Jensen and Lorraine Anderson 
will again be helping us make a large wreath for our 
building.  We will also be creating ornaments and 
making cards to take to our homebound members.  
Kids and adults are welcome! 

We have ordered some copies of a lovely Advent 
Devotional book from the UCC Stillspeaking Writers’ 
Group that will be available at our Advent Workshop. 

UNICEF CARNIVAL — November 1, 
11:30pm in the Fellowship Hall 

All ages are welcome and invited to join us for our 
annual UNICEF Carnival on Sunday, 
November 1. Bring a friend, and come in 
costume if you choose (non-violent 
costumes please). Have some food 
(caramel apples — yum) and play a 
variety of carnival games — bowling, bean 
bag toss, go fishing, and much more! All 
proceeds will go to help United Nations 
Children's Emergency 
Fund.  

Third Grade Bibles 
Sunday, November 1  

Third Graders will receive 
their Bibles at the 10:30 service. 
We hope all third graders and 
their parents are able to be here! 

 Stewardship Thank you!   
Thank you to over 80 members and friends that 

attended our “Dreams, Dialogue and Dessert” 
sessions.   Your feedback has been captured and will 
be an important part of the long range planning 
session scheduled for November 7

th
. 

Also thank you for those of you who have pledged 
your financial support for 2016.  To date we have 
received 103 pledges for a total of $212,760.This 
commitment and financial support is vital to support 
the staff, building and programs of our busy 
congregation. At the end of our pledge drive last 
year, we had received 220 pledges for a total of 
$374,449. 

REMINDER to those of you who have not yet 
submitted your financial pledge.  Please mail the 
pledge card to church OR drop it in the offering plate 
at your earliest convenience so the Church Council 
can have an accurate estimate of income as they set 
the 2016 budget.  

Thanks again for your input and your support of 
Peace Church! 
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From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 

For the Lord is good; God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness is to 
all generations.    ~ Psalm 100: 5  

 . . . faithfulness to all generations.  My sister texted me this week,”Hey Sis, I’m taking a 
lefse making class tonight.  Isn’t that a hoot?! If it goes well I’ll make it for Thanksgiving.  I 
regret none of us learned how to make it with grandma.”   

Grandma’s lefse was always piled high on two plates each year for Thanksgiving dinner. 
Two plates were needed so that people at each end of the table had equal opportunities to reach and eat of the 
potatoes, real potatoes made into bread.  Grandpa would sit at the head of the table, it was after all his farm,  and 
show all us kids how to properly eat the lefse.  With knife in hand, he would thickly spread sweet warm butter on 
the thin pastry, then a pinch of sugar was sprinkled on top, and then it was all rolled into a Scandinavian sort of 
burrito and eaten.  This was all part of the annual rites of Thanksgiving. 

For far too long the table has not been set with two plates of homemade lefse.  No one learned the secret of the 
potatoes before my grandmother died and I’m not even sure who got the lefse iron.  Maybe, just maybe, this year 
will be different thanks to my sister.  We have had lefse, store bought, but there.  The plastic wrapper is always 
removed before the lefse hits the china.  And real butter is bought for this day.  Lefse and butter — a reminder of 
my grandparent’s spirits still with us.    

God’s faithfulness is to all generations . . . The faces, the changing faces around family tables at Thanksgiving 
remind us again of the ongoing cycles of life.  There are faces missing at all our tables.  At our gatherings we 
remember those who have gone before us, in their own ways preparing the path for those of us still eating and 
breathing, praying and living.  For them and their lives it is appropriate for us to give thanks.  Give thanks for their 
loving us, and for God’s loving of them. 

God’s faithfulness is to all generations. . . There will be those at our table this year who have not yet tasted the 
sweetness of sugar rolled lefse.  New faces join each of our tables in their season.  They take their place with  the 
rest of us seated in the middle of the table, almost old enough to take the head, but thankfully not yet.  It is for them 
we take the best of our bread, the best of our faith, the best of ourselves, and serve it up and pass it on.   We give it 
to them that they might carry it forward even further than we will go.  And for them and their lives it is appropriate to 
give God thanks. 

We give thanks at our family tables and our communion table.  Jesus took the bread, blessed and broke it and 
passed it around for all to share.  And so the bread and faith continues to be passed on by us and for us.   God’s 
faithfulness is to all generations.   

Peace friends ~ Pastor Kathy 

Ways We Pray at Peace  by Jackie Falk, Minister for Faith Formation 
At Peace, we pray in many ways, in many places, to praise God, to live in the way of Jesus, and to build the 
Beloved Community. Here are ways you may be part of our community’s praying life.  

4th Sunday Offering of Healing Prayer – After 10:30 worship on the fourth Sunday, the opportunity to share in 
prayer about a concern on your heart will be offered. Two chairs will be up on the ramp at the front of the 
sanctuary; just take a seat when it’s available and open your heart privately into prayer with a person ready offer a 
blessing. “For where two or three are gathered together unto My name, there am I in their midst." Matt. 18:20 

Prayer Chain – Intercessory prayer for members of our community and those they love is a gift that honors God 
and brings hope and encouragement to those we pray for. Prayer requests may be left with the church staff (724-
3636) or given to Bob and Kay Stevens, (724-4865). Participants in the prayer chain are called, texted, or e-mailed. 
When the request is received, you lift up prayer in your own personal style.  

At 11:45 on Sunday, November 8, 2015, we will have a soup and bread lunch and prayer workshop to refresh and 
inspire our prayer life. If you would like to join the prayer chain, leave a message with the church staff (724-3636) 
or contact Bob and Kay Stevens, (724-4865). 

Services of Healing - Our Healing Services will be at 5:30 p.m. in the front of the Sanctuary. You don’t have to be 
proficient in any skill or discipline to participate. The services offer times of stillness, Scripture readings, music, 
healing prayer, meditation, and anointing for those who desire it. The music is relaxing, and the liturgy is in the 
style of Iona. The service lasts about 30 minutes. Services now scheduled are Sundays, December 6, 2015, April 
10, 2016, and July 10, 2016, led by Jackie Falk and Tim Peters.  

Prayer at Home – The Season of Advent is an easy invitation into regular prayer and devotion at home and 
in the family. Advent devotional booklets titled Wonder from the UCC have been ordered for Christmas, the season 
of wonder. Take one; let reading it together each day of Advent help you explore what wonder means and what 
new things God is calling you to wonder about and prayer will come. 
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Sundays in November 

Sunday, November 1  

 All Saints Sunday 

    This morning we will remember all those of 
our congregation and other loved ones who 
have died this past year.      

Scripture:  Revelation 21: 1 – 6  
 and John 11: 32 – 44  

Sermon:  “Re-membering”  by Pastor Kathy   

    We will also celebrate communion at both 
services, and there will be special music by 
the choir and the Peace Band. Third Graders 
will receive their Bibles at the 10:30 service, 
and the UNICEF Carnival will be held in the 
Fellowship Hall from 11:30-1pm.   

Sunday, November 8  

Scripture:  Ruth 3: 1 – 5 and 4: 13 – 17  
 and Mark 12: 38 – 44 

Sermon:  “Risk and Restoration”  
    by Pastor Kathy   

    Music this morning by the choir, and Leon 
and friends. 

Sunday, November 15  

Scripture:  I Samuel 1:  4 – 20 

Sermon: “Praising the Holy One with Our   
    Lives” by Pastor Kathy   

Stay for the Stone Soup lunch at 11:30 in the 
Fellowship Hall—free will donation will go to 
the Arthur Foy Scholarship. (see page 11). 
Special music by the choir, and Nathan Holst. 

Sunday, November 22  

  Thanksgiving Sunday  

Taize Service at 8:30am. Music at the 10:30 
service by the choir. 

Scripture: Psalm 126 and Matthew 6: 25 – 33 

Sermon:  “Thanks Giving” by Pastor Kathy   

Sunday, November 29  

  First Sunday of Advent 

Scripture:  Jeremiah 33: 14 – 16    
 and Luke 21: 25 – 36 

Sermon:  by Nathan Holst  

Special music by Wendy Durrwachter. 

9:30am—Advent Workshop in Fellowship 
Hall! Help us decorate the church for 
Christmas. 

We have two services each Sunday at 8:30am and 10:30am. At the early service, communion is shared each 
Sunday.  The 10:30 service has communion the first Sunday of the month and music by the choir. 

The sermon and children’s time are the same at both services.  

The fourth Sunday of each month has a Taize Service at 8:30.  

Sunday Adult Forums 
9:30am in the Fireside Room 

Join us for great learning and discussion! 
November 1 – Sarah Holst – A Modern Day Saint 
Stories of a modern day saints and the work he is doing to 
confront historical injustice — Lawrence Hart, a Cheyenne 
Peace Chief from Oklahoma.  This story inspires us to join in 
the work of restorative justice, which includes remembering 
the past in all its painful truths. This is part of the 
“Confronting Historical Injustice” series.   

November 8 – Laura Goodman will speak about “Life/

Work Balance” See page 4 for more info. 

November 15 and 22 – Dr. James Bailey – “Risking 
Peace in the Holy Land”  

All too regularly the smoldering conflict between Israel 
and Palestinians under occupation flames forth in deadly 
confrontations in the Holy Land. In the light of the current 
news, a just resolution to this decades-long conflict seems 
elusive and out of reach. We wonder if there is any hope for 
ending the occupation, establishing a viable Palestinian 
state, and creating a better future for both Israelis and 
Palestinians.  

Where do we begin in approaching this controversial and 
seemingly complex subject?  More knowledge is a 
beginning point. As one who has led study trips to Israel/
Palestine and offered courses on the topic, Jim will explore 
some dimensions of the situation with the goal of 
demonstrating what's at stake for the people in the Holy 
Land and for all of us. 

November 29 – Advent Workshop (see front page) 

Sunday, December 6 – “Addiction and the Justice 

System” – A Conversation with Judge Floerke 

Judge Shaun R. Floerke is the chief judge of the 6th 
District, chambered in Duluth. An innovator, Judge Floerke 
leads a high risk felony DWI Court; he is Co- Chair of the 
Minnesota Drug Court Initiative; he pioneered a community 
restorative circle model working with domestic violence 
offenders; and he is piloting a new approach to screen, 
educate and refer first-time offenders in order to prevent 
repeat offending. He serves with several teams of dedicated 
professionals and community members seeking to bring 
accountability and restoration for those in the judicial 
system. He focuses on people struggling with addiction and 
mental health concerns.  He trains judges and other 
professionals throughout Minnesota and across the nation 
and has received awards and commendations for his 
passionate efforts to work out justice effectively and with 
care, dignity, and respect. Sign up now for the Blood Drive at Peace 

Church on Sunday December 6! 
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Faith Formation / Small Groups 

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
Wednesday November 18  

12 noon in the Fireside Room 
Pastor Kathy will facilitate this time to share 

lunch, conversation and devotions.  This month we 
will talk about Gratitude . . . all the ways thankfulness 
can fill our hearts and souls.  

Lenox Women’s Spiritual Life Group  
Monday November 16  

Meet at noon at Lenox Place Apartment 710  
(701 W. Superior St.) for lunch and 

fellowship! All women are welcome! 
All women are invited and welcome to join us at 

the Lenox Building (across from the downtown 
library). Loni Cran-Hovis treats us to a delicious 
lunch and we share and  reflect about some "life 
issues" we all face.  As we take a "spiritual" view of 
experiences such as grief, forgiveness, change, 
transitions, we can find ways to connect with our own 
inner peace.  If you have questions or need a ride, 
please call Cheryl Walsh, 218-525-4129. 

Monday Women’s Book Group  
November 16 at 7pm in Fireside Room 

    The Monday book group will be taking a short 
break, so we will not meet on November 2nd.  Our 
next meeting will be on November 16, at 7:00 pm.  
The book for the upcoming meetings is Pilgrim at 
Tinker Creek by Annie Dillard, or another book of your 
choice by Annie Dillard.  Please join us! 

Peace Grief Support Group 

Thursday November 12, 12noon to 1pm  
in the Peace Church Chapel 

Facilitators: Chaplain Deborah Cooper  
and Chaplain Gudrun Witrak 

Our support group for individuals dealing with the 

death of a loved one or other life changing losses 

meets at noon, on the second Thursday of each 

month, downstairs in the Chapel. All are most 

welcome. Questions? Call Deborah Cooper (728-2097)  

Men’s Breakfast — November 5 & 19 
7am at New London Café 

Join us to eat and converse at the New London Café, 
4721 E Superior Street. We meet every other 
Thursday. All men are invited to attend. 

Resources for Peace Parents  
in November  

Introduction to Healing Touch for Parents 
 November 1, 2015 at 9:30 in the Chapel  

Michelle Russell, a Certified Healing Touch 
Practitioner in Duluth, and Katey Fornear, a Peace 
Parent and Student of Healing Touch, will offer an 
introduction to Healing Touch Energy Therapy. 
Healing Touch is an energy-based therapy whose goal 
is to restore harmony and balance in the human bio-
field energy system.  Michelle and Katey will 
demonstrate basic techniques that can be easily 
applied tools to add to the home First-Aid kit. 

Work-Family Balance  
 November 8 at 9:30 in the Fireside Room 

Laura Goodman is a parent, licensed parent educator, 
ECFE teacher in Hermantown, and certified life coach. 
Parents have many demands between work and 
family responsibilities. Come join other Peace Parents 
to learn how you might balance these demands and 
be introduced to strategies that reduce stress to foster 
a calm balance in your family life. 

Parenting Pre-Schoolers Faithfully  
 November 15, at 9:30 in the Toddler Room 

“Faith nurture happens first and continues in families; 
parenting is a transforming spiritual journey for both 
parent and child; children bring a natural wonder and 
openness to the presence of God.” These are Marilyn 
Sharp’s core principles; she is wise mother, 
grandmother, and coach to many for making families a 
place that nurtures faith for all of life. Jackie Falk and 
Nathan Holst will offer some of Marilyn’s resources to 
make faith practices comfortable and nourishing in the 
daily-ness of your family life.  

New Young Adult Group! 
“Spoke ‘n Spirit” 

If you’re a young adult looking for community in the 
great outdoors, join Spoke ‘n Spirit.  Once a month, 
we’ll hit the trails to do some mountain biking (until 
there’s snow), talk about our lives, and whatever spirit 
filled conversation that wants to emerge. This month 
we’ll meet on Saturday November 21st at 10am at 
the Hartley Nature Center, weather permitting. 
Contact Nathan Holst with questions or to rsvp 
(optional) at 724-3637, nathan@peaceucc.org. 

New Group — Peace Art Club 
An informal, casual & fun monthly gathering of people 
who enjoy being creative (no real skill necessary!). 
Feel free to join in whenever you can and friends out-
side the church are always welcome. Various 'artists 
and crafters' will lead the group through a project from 
start to finish. First meeting, Sunday, November 1, 
3:00 pm at Peace Church. $5 each to cover supplies. 
RSVP to Heather by email (muzikayaker@Ymail.com) 
or text (701.541.3208) Next month’s meeting is tenta-
tively scheduled for Sunday, December 6. 

mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
mailto:muzikayaker@Ymail.com
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Groups, Gatherings, and Opportunities  

Team and Committee Meetings 
Welcome to all new members! 

Newcomers are always welcome at these meetings. 

Children’s Ed will meet Tuesday November 3 at 
5:30pm in the Conference Room. 

Stewardship Team will meet on Thursday 
November 5 at 5pm in the Conference Room.  

Acting for Justice Hub meeting Sunday, 
November 8, at 11:45 am in the Music Room. We 
will begin meeting together and then divide into our 
individual teams—Dismantling Racism, Open and 
Affirming, Global Partnership and Peace/Justice.  
New folks are always welcome!   

The History Team will meet in the History Room 
on November 11 from 10am-12pm. 

Shared Ministry Team will meet on November 
11 at 4:30pm in the Conference Room. This team 
is involved in welcoming guests, and encouraging 
all members to find meaningful involvement here. 

Property, Food and Fellowship, and Finance 
Teams will meet on Wednesday, November 11, 
at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

Health and Wellness Team will meet on Sunday 
November 15 at 11:45am in the Conference Room. 

Adult Ed Team will meet on Tuesday November 
17 at 3:30pm. This team meets to coordinate the 
various adult education opportunities at Peace 
including Sunday morning forums and small 
groups.  New folks welcome.  

Worship and Arts Committee will meet on 
Tuesday, November 17 at 5:30 pm in the 
Sanctuary. This team meets to plan worship and 
discuss what is working and what is not as we 
praise God together. All are welcome. 

Meals at CHUM Drop-in Center 
(1st Ave W and 2nd St.)  

Wednesday Breakfast—November 11 & 25 
every other Wednesday, 9am-11am 

Join this fun group to make breakfast at CHUM! 

Thursday Dinner — November 19 

Third Thursday of each month 4-6pm 

Help and donations are always welcome! Thanks to 
Cathy Carlson who cooks and coordinates this meal! 
Contact Cathy Carlson, cathycarlson62@gmail.com 
or the office for more info. Let us know if you’d like 
to be on the email list for this group. 

Ted Talks Over Lunch,  
Tuesday, November 17  

12 noon in the Conference Room 

Join us for a great video and conversation – 
Sandwiches provided! For more information talk with 
Pastor Kathy or Nancy Carlson 

This month’s Ted Talk will be Religion, evolution, 
and the ecstasy of self-transcendence by 
psychologist Jonathan Haidt: “Why do we search  
for self-transcendence? Why do we attempt to lose 
ourselves?” In a tour through the science of evolution 
by group selection, he proposes a provocative 
answer. 

Peace Bell Articles due October16! 

PALS  (Peace Adults Learning & Socializing) 

Theater Night—November 19 at 7:15pm 

    We will go to the play “The (curious case of the) 
Watson Intelligence” on November 19 at UMD’s Dudley 
Experimental Theater (there is no reserved seating so 

you must be seated by 7:15.).  

    News Flash—there are no more available tickets! 

    If you would like to join the group for a meal at the 
Tavern on the Hill at 5:15, call Marlis at 722-7264 or 
email the office (office@peaceucc.org) by Monday 
November 9. 

Looking Ahead to December PALS 
    Join the PALS group on December 10 for our 
annual Progressive Dinner. Appetizers will be at Joan 
and Al Peterson’s, the main course at Jo and Mark 
Johnson’s, and dessert at Cathy and Kirby Wood’s. 
More details next month. 

Peace Church hosts CHUM Church 
We are hosting with Glen Avon Presbyterian Church 

and the Unitarian Universalist Congregation for 
November and December.  On November 8 we are in 
charge of set up and clean up for the meal, and on 
December 13 we will prepare the meal.  Please let 
Pastor Kathy know if you can help, or sign up in the 
narthex. 

CHUM Church is a program to provide spiritual 
growth and to nurture people with developmental 
disabilities, offering a home church and community that 
members could identify as their own. Come be part of 
this important ministry of Chum!   

CHUM Church always meets at Peace Church, 
with Christian Education from 4-4:30pm, Worship 
service from 4:30-5:15, and Meal from 5:15-6pm. 
Volunteers will need to be at church at 3:30pm. 
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Centering Prayer in Chapel  
The Christian practice  

of mindfulness and meditation. 

Monday-Thursday at 7:15 am  
Note new opportunity above! 

Wednesdays at 5pm 
Video at 4:40 p.m. 

Opened and closed with Music  
by Jim Larson 

Be still and know that I am God 

Centering Prayer is a method of silent, contemplative 
prayer, in which we experience God's presence within 

us, closer than breathing, closer than thinking,  
closer than consciousness itself.  

Wednesday Activities 

Wednesday Activity Schedule  

5pm: Centering Prayer in Chapel 

5:30-6pm: Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 

6-7pm: Bible Study in the Fireside Room 

6-7pm: Peace Puppets in the Lakeview Room  

6:00pm: Adult Choir in Music Room 

6:30-8pm: Youth Group in Youth Room 

7-8:15pm: Confirmation in Fireside Room 

There will be childcare provided in the Nursery from 
6-7pm for all children 1st grade and younger. 

There will be NO Wednesday Activities on 
November 25—Happy Thanksgiving! 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
6 pm in the Fireside Room 

Great Fellowship, Prayer and Learning  

Join Pastor Kathy and Rev. Bob Stevens  on 
Wednesday evenings, reading the Gospel lesson for 
the coming Sunday using the Lectio Divina method. 
Lectio Divina is listening for the still, small voice of 
God that speaks to us. No prior biblical knowledge 
needed! We close with prayer, each praying for the 
person on his or her right. Join us as we practice this 
ancient and yet very relevant method of Bible study. 

First Year Confirmation 
Ninth Graders! 

    We have a great group of youth and an exciting  
year planned for you with class the first and third 
Wednesdays from 7 – 8:30 pm.  Pastor Kathy and 
Jon Barry are the teachers of this class.   

Sunday, November 1 – Help with the UNICEF 
Carnival at Church – 11: 30 - 1 pm 

Wednesday, November 4 – Foundations in 
Remembering; Abraham and Sarah 

Wednesday, November 18 – Foundations in 
Deciding; Moses and the 10 Commandments  

Second Year Confirmation  
Tenth Graders!  

The second year class meets on the second and fourth 

Wednesdays of each month from 7 – 8:30pm.   

Wednesday, November 11 – God Papers Due; 
Lesson on Jesus Christ, Human and Divine 

Wednesday, November 25 – No Class Due to 
Thanksgiving Break 

Wednesday, December 9 – Jesus Christ, Cross and 
Cradle 

Kids 2nd-5th grade! 

6:00pm to 7:00pm Wednesdays 

Lakeview Classroom 
Peace Puppets is open to anyone in 2

nd
 through 

5
th

 Grade. We will have lots of fun putting on 
shows, writing scripts, making puppets, learning about 
singing, learning music, and showing off our singing 
and puppeteering skills in Church! We will meet 
Wednesday evenings from 6:00 to 7:00, right after 
dinner, in the Lakeview Classroom (next to the 
nursery). We are always looking for helpers, so if you 
can help or have questions contact Nathan in the 
Church office.  

Come Sing in the Choir! 
If you would like to join the choir in singing 

Handel's Messiah in our Christmas Cantata on 
Sunday, December 20, please come to rehearsals 
starting November 4 at 6p.m. in the Music Room 
(Please note earlier starting time for November and 
December.) Jim is looking for many extra voices. This 
would be a short commitment—just Wednesday 
rehearsals in November and December, and on 
Saturday morning December 19. All voices welcome! 
Contact Jim Pospisil for details. jim@peaceucc.org  

Prayers Around the Cradle 
        Our Advent  vespers services begin again on 
Wednesday, December 2nd at 7:30pm in the 
Sanctuary. Beth Bartlett and Gudrun Witrak will lead 
us in a quiet time of prayer, singing and candle 
lighting as we again mark our time of waiting for the 
birth of the Christ child again into our lives.  

mailto:jim@peaceucc.org
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Peace Church Youth & Children 

Youth Group  Wednesdays 
for 6th-8th graders  

6:30pm –8:00pm  
in the Youth Room! 

November will bring lots more 
great youth group gatherings!  After 
the awesome time we had at our lock 
in, everyone will want to come back 
to continue seeing friends, building 
our understanding of community, and 
joining in for lots more gaga ball and 
four square! 

There’s a lot happening at Peace Church as we move into later 
Fall, and this month, I thought I would bring your attention to just 2 
pieces of what we do.  First, with the UNICEF Carnival happening 
(just about the time you’re reading this, give or take a few days), I 
thought it might be helpful to have a little context of why we hold this 
event each year.   

UNICEF, or by its more formal title, the United Nations Children's 
Fund, is a United Nations program. It is headquartered in New York 
City, and provides long-term humanitarian and developmental 
assistance to children and mothers in developing countries. UNICEF 
was created by the United Nations General Assembly on December 
11, 1946, to provide emergency food and healthcare to children in 
countries that had been devastated by World War II. In 1953, UNICEF 
became a permanent part of the United Nations System and its name 
was shortened from the United Nations International Children's 
Emergency Fund to its current form, although it has continued to be 
known by the acronym of its previous title. UNICEF has continued to 
do great work throughout the world ever since. 

At Peace Church, we have put on a UNICEF Carnival every year, 
for over twenty years, to raise money and awareness for UNICEF. It 
is a huge undertaking. This year, we estimate that we’ll eat around 
150 hot dogs and buns, 6 bags of apples, 12 pounds of carrots, and 
drink 7 gallons of cider. And, of course, we have so many people 
donating food and time to make this happen—thank you, thank you, 
thank you.  This is where we see church being the incredible place it 
can be. 

I also wanted to include a recent letter we got from Clifford, the 
student Peace Church supports in the Philippines.  Here’s what he 
had to share with us: 

Dear Sponsors and friends at Peace UCC, 

Good day to all!  Hope everyone’s fine.  My family and I are fine 
with God’s blessing!  After our very hot summer in April and May we 
are glad to experience rainy and cold days.  Two weeks ago we are 
very lucky because our country is fine even if a big typhoon has 
almost hit our country.  We thank God for keeping us safe.  Last June 
1 was out first day of classes.  I am now in grade 7.  We just had our 
first grading exam and I got good grades too.  We are now in our 2nd 
grading period.  I found out that classes in high school are more 
difficult but I will try my best to study harder to be able to get good 
grades.  Our school had a career day activity.  We are asked to wear 
the attire of the profession we want to be.  I choose the architect’s 
because I want to be an architect someday.  Our school celebrated 
July as nutrition month and in August we celebrated the language 
month.  We have activities to remind us of our heritage.  We were 
asked to wear in school our national costumes every Friday.  I also 
join the fellowship activity for all high school sponsored children every 
Saturday morning in Kalauman.  Our facilitator is auntie Lilian, she is 
good in handling the activity.  We have bible study then the workshop 
follows with full of games and fun and we learned so much from it.  
Thank you for your continued support for my studies.  Hope you 
already received my letter dated May 30, 2015 and hope to hear from 
you, too.  God bless. 

Love, Clifford 

“Manna” 
Senior High Youth 

Gathering 
 Manna—high school youth 

gathering. It’s the modern 
manna—pizza from heaven! If you’re 
in high school, come join in for some 
delicious pizza and games on the 3rd 
Sunday of each month (this month 
November 15th) right after the 2nd 
service in the youth room. If you’re 
planning to come, please let Nathan 
know at nathan@peaceucc.org or 
724-3637 to plan for food amount. 

       Light in the Cracks by Nathan 

Middle School Youth 
Group Volunteers 

needed! 
Anyone know what a youth 

minister does when they consistently 
get 15-25 high energy middle 
schoolers on Wednesday night at 
youth group?  First, they give thanks 
that so many folks are showing up 
and being together in community. 
Then, they make a call out to any 
caring adults out there that are willing 
to come help make an even better 
youth group.  So that's you, right?   

We're looking for an extra person 
or two to help show up to youth group 
on a regular/semi-regular basis to 
help support the program on 
Wednesday nights from 6:30-8:00.  If 
this is you, please contact Nathan at 
724-3637 or nathan@peaceucc.org. 

Sunday November 1 
Daylight Savings Time ends 

Remember to set your clocks back! 

mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
mailto:nathan@peaceucc.org
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Thoughts on the Way by Jackie Falk 

The following is an excerpt from an e-mail I received commenting on our recent Bible Study: “Some thoughts 
after this past Sunday's Adult Forum: Out of our tradition we often say we don't take the Bible literally and leave it 
at that. Fact is, we do take parts of the Bible literally, especially the parts where we're told how to act and 
behave, what kind of believers we ought to be growing into being. What we don't take literally are the creation 
accounts and Epistle references to women's proper roles, slavery, and other things we find offensive to us today. 
Much of the contention between liberals and fundamentalists is over what to take literally. The fundamentalists, 
even though claiming to be literalists, don't take it all literally either. As a result, we liberals are often accused of 
"not believing the Bible." We do "believe" the Bible in many varied ways. 

Such a warm, personal statement reveals a warm, personal long-term relationship with the Bible. And like a 
relationship with a lifelong friend you come to know their strengths and their vulnerabilities. In the study Making 
Sense of the Bible, Rev. Adam Hamilton emphasizes both the humanity and the Divinity of the Bible—that God’s 
Spirit was at work throughout the writing of the Bible. However, the Spirit’s work comes through flawed and 
limited human beings; those flaws and misperceptions, biases and cultural limitations inevitably leave behind 
their distortions.  

In Chapter 7 of Mark, we see Jesus challenge the Pharisees for their interpretation of the Hebrew Scriptures. 
The Pharisees pounced on Jesus and his disciples for failing to wash their hands in the ritual ways before eating. 
In reply, Jesus criticizes these Jewish religious legal authorities for valuing compliance over compassion. “You 
abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” (Mark 7:8) Jesus then calls out the Pharisees 
twice more. First because they contribute to the temple at the expense of caring for their aging parents, clearly 
not God’s intention. Second, Jesus corrects the dietary laws stating people are not defiled by the foods they eat, 
but rather by the unkind intentions they hold in their heart.  

And then immediately after the writer of Mark reveals Jesus challenged by his own principle of compassion 
over compliance with the law. A Syrophoenician woman, not a Jew, seeks healing for her daughter. Jesus tries 
to brush her aside with an insult, calling her a dog. She claims she deserves the crumbs that come under the 
table to a dog. Mark tells us nothing of Jesus’ inner reflection, but we do see Jesus’ response. He offers healing 
to the woman’s daughter, not rejection; he acts from love’s compassion not law’s compliance. The boundaries 
fall. Jesus’ ministry expands, not just once to this lowliest of Gentiles, a woman alone, but his ministry expands 
to all non-Jews, all Gentiles. 

One of the lessons from Rev. Hamilton’s study, is the strategy he provides to evaluate a Bible passage. He 
suggests three “buckets” or categories to do like Jesus did in Mark, to make distinctions between God’s intention 
and human artifact. When exploring a Bible passage, ask what it reflects. Does it… 

 Reflect the timeless character, heart, and will of God for human beings; 

 Reflect God’s will for a particular time, but not all time; 

 Reflect the historical and cultural circumstances in which they were written, but never reflected God’s 
timeless will. 

Just as the writing of the Bible binds both humanity and Divinity, so too does the reading of the Bible whether 
individually or as a community. The Bible has been misused and even abused—perhaps that has been your 
experience. I am sorry, if it has. But the answer to misuse and abuse is not to abandon the Bible, but to use it 
rightly and lovingly so we learn “what kind of believers we ought to be growing into being.” 

The book and video of Making Sense of the Bible by Adam Hamilton are available in the library for check out 
if you would like to explore it for yourself.  

2016 Women’s Retreat 
April 29-30 

All women are welcome at our annual 
Women’s Retreat, held at Eagle Lodge, 
Clearwater Forest Presbyterian Camp near 
Deerwood MN. 

Save these 2016 dates! 

2016 Men’s Retreat—February 26-28 
The men's retreat will again be held at the Turning Point 
Retreat Center near Floodwood.  The retreat will begin with 
supper Friday, February 26 and end after worship on 
Sunday, February 28.  Save the dates and watch for further 
details in the future.   

Peace Winter Camp at Wolf Ridge—February 5-7 (see page 14) 
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Soma Yoga Class  
Mondays  9:00-10:15am  

Peace Church Fireside Room 
Want to improve your balance, 

strength, flexibility and mindfulness? 
Attend the SOMAYOGA class 
offered every Monday morning in the 
Fireside Room.  It is safe and gentle 
and involves a combination of chair, 
standing, and mat poses.  If you are 
unable or prefer not to move to 
standing or the floor, you are 
welcome to stay seated.  This class 
is suited for all levels of ability. The 
class is taught by Robin Davidson of 
our congregation, Physical Therapist 
and Certified Yoga Instructor. 
Questions? Call Robin at 728-0237. 
The cost is a suggested free-will 
offering to Peace Church of $3.00 
per class.   

 

Advance Care Directive 
Workshops  

First Sunday of the Month 
Many of us have the good 

intention of completing our Advance 
Care Directive, but don't get around 
to it. Our Advance Care Directive 
names the person we would like to 
have make our health care decisions 
if we are unable to do so. The 
Directive also includes our 
guidelines for making those 
decisions.  

The Health and Wellness Team 
will continue to provide an 
opportunity to consider one’s 
personal values with the support of 
people from Peace who are skilled 
at providing information and support. 
After having learned more you can 
complete your Directive at the 
workshop or take it home.  

Sessions will be held on the 
FIRST Sunday of every month at 
11:45, after worship in the 
Conference Room. The next session 
will be November 1, 2015. Several 
versions of directives will be 
available for review. The 
conversation is always caring and 
supportive.   

Health and Wellness Team 

Coordinating Council 
The  Council will meet on Tuesday, November 17 at 7pm. 

Peace has an active Health and Wellness Team. The Team looks 
for ways the Peace community can nurture and support one another's 
health because our bodies are temples of God, and when healthy we 
can more freely express the Holy Spirit. In December we will offer two 
introductions: one to better understanding of people affected by 
mental illness and the second on better understanding of people 
affected by dementia. Future offerings: a screening for balance, 
followed by a class to prevent falls. If you have recommendations, 
please offer suggestions to Pastor Kathy or to members of the team.  

Updates from Health and Wellness Team 
1. The flu season is here. Here is information taken from the 
website FLU.gov  

What is the best way to protect myself and my family from the 
flu?  Everyone 6 months of age or older should get the flu 
vaccine as soon as it is available in your area. 

What everyday steps can I take to stop the spread of germs? 
There are steps you can take in your daily life to help protect you from 
getting the flu: 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water or an alcohol-based 

hand rub. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth. Germs spread this way. 

 Try to avoid close contact with sick people. 

 Practice good health habits. Get plenty of sleep and exercise, 

manage your stress, drink plenty of fluids, and eat healthy food. 

 Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or 

sneeze. Throw the tissue in the trash after you use it. 

If you are sick with flu-like illness, stay home for at least 24 hours 
after your fever is gone without the use of fever-reducing medicine. 

2. The medical equipment closet has assistive devices available 
for short term use. There is a sign out sheet in the office. Please 
DO NOT bring outside equipment to donate unless you have spoken 
to Cathy Ameel or the office staff. An item we could use is a single 
end cane that is in good shape and has a new tip on it. 

3. Blood Drive to be held again at Peace during both services 
Sunday December 6th. There will be a sign up sheet and also a 
link will be provided for you to register ahead of time if able. You can 
learn more about being a blood donor at mbc.org.  Please see 
posters in narthex for further information. 

4. The AEDs are here and will be going up soon. Training will be 
provided for staff and ushers. More info to come. 

Watch for the Christmas Giving Tree! Towards the end 

of November we will put out our giving tree in the Narthex. There will 
be tags gifts for Life House, Loaves and Fishes, and Hildegard 
House. Everyone at Peace has been so generous in the past and the 
gifts are so very appreciated! 
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Global Ministries 

Update on Fundraising  
for the Liddle’s appointment 

to East Timor  
Dear Peace Church Friends, 

First of all, thank you so much for your 
financial support of our ministry in East 
Timor!  We truly appreciate not only 
your generosity, but also your faith 
and trust in us as people.  It’s an 
honor and a privilege to be a part of 
the extended Peace Church family! 

In late August, the Minnesota 
Conference UCC made a commitment 
of $50,000.00 to Global Ministries to 
support our 4-year appointment 
overseas.  The Conference challenged 
Minnesota congregations and 
individuals with a pledge to match 
every dollar given up to an additional 
$50,000.00.  Needless to say, Peace 
Church has done more than its share!  
Thanks again.  Every dollar you have 
pledged will be matched by the 
Conference!  We also have 
commitments from UCC churches in 
Minneapolis, St. Paul, New Brighton, 
and Faribault.  Combined with 
contributions from individuals, we are 
over half way to achieving the 
Conference’s challenge match goal. 

As for when we might actually leave; 
that’s still unknown.  Global Ministries 
continues to seek funding from a 
number of our partner organizations 
both in the United States and abroad.  
The goal is to have half of the 4-year 
appointment paid for before we leave.  
We hope we can leave early in 2016.  
Meanwhile we keep in regular contact 
with our partner church in East Timor 
and look forward to re-engaging in the 
work in 2016. 

Thanks again, 

Tom, Monica, Hannah & Simon 

Peace Church has raised $19,730 
towards the Liddle’s ministry in 
East Timor! Donations are still 
being taken—make checks out to 
Peace Church with “Liddles” in the  
memo line. There are also pledge 
cards in the narthex if you would 
like to make a commitment toward 

the next 4 years. 

Update from Amena Cristavao 
missionary to Peace Church from East Timor 

Dear Members of Peace Church, 

I am writing to update you about my school and summer vacation 
this year. It was such a challenging experience to finally finish my first 
year in the Medical Laboratory Technology (MLT) program, and I just 
recently began my second and final year. I will never forget how my 
courses made me feel last semester. I was horribly busy with my 
assignments and studying for my exams almost every 
day. The nervousness I felt the mornings before every 
exam made me want to skip breakfast. However, I 
knew that I had to force myself to eat in order to 
concentrate well on my tests. Life was not very fun 
because I had no social life.  

The courses that I took last semester totaled 15 
credits and included immunohematology, clinical 
chemistry, urinalysis, hematology and microbiology. 
Those classes were hard. Microbiology alone was five 
credits, so I had a lot of assignments and online 
quizzes every week. The assignments included both lab and lecture 
coursework. Because of my language barrier, I don’t always like 
online quizzes, which impose time limits. Thankfully, I studied a lot 
before I took the quizzes, so I did not have any trouble with them. 
Because chemistry was difficult, I spent a lot of time studying in order 
to do well on the exams. I always take my time on chemistry lab 
tests, and luckily it was not a big deal for my instructor to wait for me 
till I was done with my tests. I have been more interested in 
immunohematology, hematology, microbiology and urinalysis 
because most of the laboratory tests are related to the duties I enjoy 
performing at my clinic in East Timor. For instance, I can now 
determine blood and anemia types, and I have learned better 
techniques for performing tuberculosis and malaria smears. As most 
of you know, malaria and tuberculosis are common in my country, but 
there are also many women who are anemic and don’t know their 
blood type. Those are critical problems that most of the health care 
providers, including me, need to solve.  

I did not face my most difficult semester alone. Monica Liddle and 
Jessica Olson’s parents supported me extremely well by paying a 
tutor named Jennifer Roger to study with me. Jennifer was very 
helpful because she just graduated with a degree in MLT, so she 
knew exactly how to answer my questions. Susan Streitz was 
another helpful tutor. She picked me up from school most 
Wednesdays. We would eat supper before she tutored me, and I 
always looked forward to that fellowship. I also want to mention how 
lucky I feel to be part of Peace Church because you all have so much 
faith, love and interest in my wellbeing. In fact, Lisa Fitzpatrick 
surprisingly asked if I needed rides home after school, so she picked 
me up on Tuesdays when she could make the time. Janell Kohls was 
amazingly kind to spend her time picking me up every Thursday 
evening. I had a late class on Thursday, so it was really helpful to get 
home around 6:20 p.m. instead of getting home at 8:00 p.m. had I 
needed to ride the bus. I can’t give enough thanks to all these 
remarkable people who have supported me in my career. Thank you, 
all of you who have helped me. I very much appreciate your support, 
prayer and help. 

Continued on next page... 
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Global Ministry / Acting for Justice 

(Amena Cristavao continued) 

My summer vacation was amazing. In 
late June, I went to a camp named 
Pilgrim Point in Alexandria, MN. I stayed 
at the camp for 10 days, and I enjoyed it 
a lot because it was my first time at a 
family camp. I did not do much work, but 
I gave my presentation about East Timor, 
played games with the youth groups and 
helped the other counselors as needed. I 
thought it was such a great opportunity to 
attend the camp because I got to meet 
and connect with new people—
something I look forward to whenever I 
go to camp. After 10 days at Pilgrim Point 
Camp, I went to another camp called 
Mimanagish in Montana. It was a high 
school camp, and I also had a great time 
there. The view of the camp was so 
gorgeous because it was surrounded by 
lovely mountains. I made some good 
friends there, as well. After staying at the 
camp for a week, I went to Yellowstone 
National Park with Dawn Archer and her 
family. Dawn is a member of a UCC 
congregation in North Dakota, where I 
visited last summer. I liked Yellowstone 
because I got to see some animals that I 
had never seen before, such as buffalos. 
The geysers were another one of my 
favorite things in Yellowstone. 

This fall semester has started well, 
but it will probably become just as busy 
as last semester. I am taking special 
immunohematology, special chemistry, 
special hematology, special microbiology, 
psychology and ethics. So far, I have had 
online quizzes that I need to take every 
week. Not only online quizzes, but also I 
have assignments to turn in online and in 
class directly to the professor. The most 
challenging tasks this semester will be 
the projects that we are going to do this 
month. These include group and 
individual presentations, which will be 
made up of PowerPoints, handouts and 
two-page papers. I also wrote a resume 
to apply to a clinic or hospital for my 
internship. With your continued support, I 
am going to keep working hard till I finish 
this semester and move to my clinical 
internship in the spring.  

It is my pleasure to write this update 
letter to all of you. Thank you, Pastor 
Kathy, and all of the members of Peace 
Church. 

Amena Cristovao   

Eternal Harvest: Laos and the Legacy  
of Explosive War Remnants. 

A Presentation by Jim Harris on November 10,  
at Peace UCC, at 7:00pm 

The Vietnam War ended over forty years ago, but that distant 
conflict still impacts the lives of millions of people in both Asia and 
America.  In 2013 Jim and Marty Harris founded the nonprofit 
organization We Help War Victims, Inc., to assist refugee families in 
America and victims of war still living in Southeast Asia. 

For the past ten years Jim has led a team of skilled technicians 
who advance rural development projects by clearing Lao villages of 
landmines, cluster bombs and other ordnance left from the Vietnam 
War.  (Since the war ended, more than 20,000 Lao citizens have 
been killed or injured by old unexploded ordnance.) 

Jim Harris is a retired school administrator and his wife, Marty, 
is a retired classroom teacher, from Mosinee, Wisconsin. Their 
nonprofit organization supports families in Laos by providing library 
books, medical supplies, and surgery for children with birth defects, 
and prosthetics for amputees.   

Hear how Jim works on behalf of Hmong and Lao refugee 
people in America and how his team of dedicated deminers assists 
villagers in Laos who must live on land contaminated with explosive 
remnants of war. 

Jim will be sharing his experiences dealing with the aftermath of 
war on Tuesday evening, November 10

th
, at 7:00pm at Peace 

UCC.  There will be a display of artifacts from his work in Laos, 
as well as photos and video illustrating his talk.  This event is 
sponsored by Veterans for Peace, Chapter 80 in Duluth/Superior, 
as well as Grandmothers for Peace, and the Acting for Justice Hub 
of Peace UCC. 

Peace Church Garden Report 
Another successful growing season saw the Peace Garden 

produce 300# of fresh produce that was delivered to CHUM food 
shelf, Salvation Army, and Loaves and Fishes. We grew nutrient 
dense vegetables this year if not “heavy” vegetables (lots of kale!!). 
Special thanks to all who donated transplants and seeds this year, 
especially Dick and Linda Goese for the beautiful tomatoes and 
onions. We had a wonderful crew of volunteer gardeners who kept 
the gardens weeded, watered and harvested. Special thanks to 
Denise Perry, Lisa Fitzpatrick, Beth Bartlett, Sarah Nelson, and Kay 
and Bob Stevens for all of their work. This fall we have tried 
something new and planted garlic for next year’s summer harvest. 

Stone Soup Lunch November 15  
Please join us following the second service on Sunday, 

Nov. 15 when we celebrate this bountiful gardening season. 
Delicious and nourishing “stone soup”, filled with some of our own 
homegrown vegetables, will be shared. Kids--check out the story of 
stone soup--it's a little like the Bible story of loaves and 
fishes. Please bring a veggie to throw in the pot or bread to dip in 
your soup! Soup will be vegetarian, vegan,  MSG-gluten free, and 
locally-made. :-) Freewill stone soup donations will go towards AME 
Pastor Foy Scholarship for minority youth entering college. 
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Peace Church News 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Mike Schrage   343-4206 
Moderator 
mikeschrage@fdlrez.com 
 
Julie Flotten     724-5690 
Vice Moderator 
flotwood@gmail.com 
 
Kathy Bray       525-4220 
Past Moderator 
katupnorth@live.com 
 
Kirby Wood    724-1196 
Treasurer 
kcduluth@msn.com 
 
Cathy Ameel    724-2750 
Secretary 
ameelcj123@aol.com 
 
Jan Nugent    728-4315 
Spiritual Life Representative 
janettenugent@yahoo.com 
 
Naomi Christensen    
 314-566-2651 
Stewardship  
 Representative 
tpeters5411@yahoo.com 
 
Holly Bowen-Bailey 
 722-7166 
Christian Ed Representative 
hbowenbailey@gmail.com 
 
Bill Hardesty 525-1450 

 
billonlksup@yahoo.com 
 
Jim McLean      464-8975  
Member at large  
mcleanbarrslake@gmail.com 
 
Shannon Studden 
 525-9951 
Member at large 
sstudden@charter.net 
 
Susan Goltz   525-9478 
Member at large 
smgoltz@gmail.com 
 
Jon Barry    218-301-9452 
Member at large 
barr0422@gmail.com  

Moderator’s Report 
Council met this past month to discuss the business of the Church.  Our 

finances are doing okay as our expenses have been kept in check so far, but 
we’re still running a deficit in our budget because pledges are behind.  By now 
you should have received your 3

rd
 quarter giving statements.  Your pledges 

account for most of our income, and when we fall behind in our giving, it 
makes it much harder to pay our bills.  If you’ve fallen behind on what you’ve 
pledged, anything you can do to catch up is appreciated.   

Christian Ed reports that attendance at Sunday School, Confirmation and 
the Junior High Youth Group has been really strong this year.  We have 40 
kids in our confirmation classes.  Christmas Pageant planning is underway, 
and it promises to compete with the new Star Wars movie for opening night 
attendance.  

From Spiritual Life, if you have a prayer need, we have a prayer chain 
ready to support you.  Please contact the church office and they’ll get you 
hooked up.  If you are asking for prayers for another individual, you should 
have their permission first.  A healing service is planned for December 6

th
 for 

anyone interested.  We’re still looking for volunteers to mentor new members 
and at least one more person willing to be a lead usher.  Thank you Jim 
Pospisil for the celebration of Bach on the 18

th
 and for all the other music you 

bring to our Church.  Take the time to approach newcomers to our Church 
and say “hi”.  It really makes a difference in how welcomed people feel in a 
strange place and whether they return. 

The Acting for Justice Hub reports our gardens out back provided over 
300lbs of produce for CHUM this past summer.  Thank you to the folks who 
put in the time and effort to make that happen.  Our Open and Affirming Team 
continues to work on ONA issues.  Marriage equality was a big victory, but not 
the end of ONA issues.  Our congregation has so far raised $19,000 to 
support Tom and Monica Liddle in their efforts to return to their missionary 
work in East Timor.  Thank you all for your generosity towards them.  The 
money we raised will be matched by the Minnesota UCC Conference. 

I’d write about what the Property Committee has been up to this past 
month, but the Peace Bell editor won’t give me that much space.  Suffice to 
say if you didn’t notice it was broke, it was due to their never ending efforts to 
keep things patched and functioning.  They would be happy to have the help, 
if you have time to give. 

This was a short report as I’ve got one foot out the door already for an elk 
hunting trip to Idaho.  Enjoy the rest of this fabulous fall we’ve been having.  
Stay well.                                                         

~ Mike Schrage, Moderator 

Moderator Mike Schrage and Pastor Kathy receiving new members. 
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Voices for Justice 

Voices for Justice    Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice.  We are energized and 

heartened by hearing each other’s stories.  Each month, we will share a brief story from members of our 
community, learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes.  If you would like to share 
your story, or want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office.   

Dan Green—Building Justice 

Poverty and homelessness are Dan Green’s most 
important social concerns.  His passion for these 
issues comes directly from his life.  He has been 
homeless, as a youth and as an adult.  He has been 
broke many times.  He remembers having pancakes 
for every meal when he was a child. 

Dan was raised in the slums of Minneapolis.  His 
father was physically and emotionally abusive.  When 
Dan was eight years old, his mother left his father 
and took her four kids on a Greyhound bus to Duluth.  
By the time he was seventeen, he was a 
troublemaker, and had already been in jail for grand 
theft auto.  He signed up for the Navy, and by the 
time he was eighteen, he had finished basic training.  
He was immediately shipped to Vietnam on a US 
Navy destroyer.  He saw much of the world while on 
the ship, including the Philippines, Japan, Singapore, 
Australia and many other countries in southeast Asia. 

By the time he returned, Dan was a full-fledged 
alcoholic.  He got into bar fights for fun, and never 
backed down from a fight.  He was in many car 
accidents and had many run-ins with the law.  He 
drank for about fifteen years, and has now been 
sober for 34 years. 

Dan currently works for Center City Housing, 
which builds housing for the “hardest to house” 
including chronic alcoholics, homeless and transitional housing for women.   He is also committed to working 
with youth, because he knows what happens to youth without direction. He has led a few mission trips with 
Peace Church and volunteers with Habitat for Humanity when he has time. 

Dan also worked in construction for a number of years before working for the City of Duluth. He worked there 
for 23 years. 

He likes to see things happen on a personal level, as opposed to donating to large organizations.  For 
example, the other day he saw a homeless family at Miller Hill Mall, and he gave them $20.  He likes to help 
people, and believes in being kind to everyone. 

Dan considers himself to be more of a spiritual person than a religious one.  He always tries to do the right 
thing, believing that things will work out if you do the right thing.  His past has given him a different perspective 
on life and religion.  He likes to say that “a person of religion goes to church because they’re afraid to go to hell.  
Spiritual people go to church because they’ve already been there.” 

Dan has always been very independent.  Most of what he has learned about life he learned on his own or by 
experience.  However, he looks up to people like Pastor Kathy.  He respects how open she is, and “doesn’t 
know how she does half of what she does.”  We could say the same about Dan, who dedicates his talent and 
time to building justice—creating shelter and connections, sharing the kindness of his heart. 

Interviewed by Hannah Feyen and 
Katherine Skwira-Brown (pictured above 
with Dan) 

Thank you to Pamela Mittlefehldt for 
editing Voices for Justice  each month. 

Dan at last summer’s work camp in West Virginia 

Street Outreach Team 24 Hour Hotline: 218-461-8505 

If you are concerned about someone you see on the street who 
might need help, here is a number you can call. 

More info –www.duluthstreetoutreach.blogspot.com 
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Peace People / Winter Camp 

Thank You! 
To Beth Bartlett, pianist, and Lynn Watson, who does 
clowning, for helping Pastor Kathy lead worship for Chum 
Church on October 11

th
.  Both were awesome! 

To Doug Bowen-Bailey for creating our wonderful 
stewardship video.  You can view it on our web site.   

To the most amazing group of people who volunteer for our 
third Thursday dinner at CHUM! To Cathy Carlson who cooks 
and coordinates, her friends and family who help, and all our 
Peace people who provide the food, make sandwiches, and 
serve and clean up at CHUM. It’s a ministry of love! 

From Janell—to Lynn Lanier, Kay Stevens, Marg Paulson, 
and Loni Cran-Hovis who volunteered in the office while I was 
on vacation. Much appreciated! 

To our Peace Gardeners – our garden provided over 300 
pounds of fresh veggies to Chum!  Thank you Denise Perry, 
Lisa Fitzpatrick, Sarah Nelson, Kay and Bob Stevens, Beth 
Bartlett, Scott and Phyllis Mead, and any others who may have 
pulled some weeds or harvested some veggies! 

To Sarah Holst for her powerful sermon on October 4
th
 about 

confronting historical injustice in the context of World 
Communion Sunday – “Taken, Blessed, Broken, Shared”.  

To Tim Peters and Nettie Bothwell, Judy Gibbs and Shawn 
Wentz, and Melissa Boyle and Jen Stenersen for their hard 
work at the CHUM International Dinner! Also thanks to the 
Peggs for hosting a table, and to Kathy Nelson and Peace 
Church for donating the space for the event, and to others who 
helped in any way to make this dinner a success. 

To all who helped with our stewardship dinner—our 
awesome Food and Fellowship Team—Nadine Hubert, Kirby 
and Cathy Wood, Cathy Ameel, Leanne Ventrella and John 
Hoivik, Bob Montgomery, Rolf Hagberg, Laurie and Mariah 
Berner, Louise Hawley, Loni Cran-Hovis and others. Also 
thanks to members of the Stewardship Team for food donations. 

From UCC Global Ministries: Sincere thanks for your gift of 
$7,455. As you have indicated, your gift will be used in its 
entirety for the missionary appointment of Tom and Monica 
Liddle to East Timor. To date, Peace Church has raised 
$19,730 for the Liddles. 

Keep in Your Prayers 
Penny Bothwell recovering from a spine infection. She has 

been at Mayo for several months, and will remain there at least 

until January. Cards from Peace Church folks would be much 

appreciated! Send to Mayo Hospital, St. Mary’s Campus, 

1216 2nd St SW, Rochester, MN 55905, room 8-584 

Bria Langdon-Larson as she makes plans for transitions. 

Loni Cran-Hovis recovering from gall bladder surgery. 

Sympathy 
To Rolf Hagberg, on the death of his mother. 

To Susan Ranfranz on the death of her mother. 

To Lee Davidson on the death of his father. 

Peace Winter Camp  
at Wolf Ridge Learning Center 

February 5-7, 2016  
Mark your calendar! Call the church office 

now to sign-up for Winter Camp at Wolf Ridge 
Environmental Learning Center! Friday, 
February 5, through Sunday, February 7, 
2016. Cost is $135.00 per person for the 
whole week-end. Children 4 years of age and 
younger are free. Scholarships available on a 
sliding fee scale. Call or e-mail the Peace 
office now to reserve your family’s place. We 
have space to accommodate 100 people. 
Payments will be due in the Peace office on 
Monday, February 1, 2016.  

Playing together is an awesome way to 
grow in faith and Winter Camp is a great place 
to do it. Wolf Ridge will do the Outdoor 
programming and Jackie and Nathan will do 
the faith programming and music. It’s a great 
place to develop life-long connections with 
other families in Peace Church  

Our hope is that when Peace’s children are 
wrapped in 
Blessing Blankets 
on high school 
graduation 
Sunday, they will 
have deep roots 
in a church family 
where they 
learned to Praise 
God, Live in the 
Way of Jesus, 
and work toward 
Beloved 
Community—roots from which their faith will 
grow and continue to sustain them.  

Join us for time together of life-changing 
memory making at Peace Winter Camp. 

Congratulations 
To Tor Jorde, son of Holly and Dave Jorde, 
who was baptized on Sunday, October 4. 

To Sara Privette and Tyler Ellis who were 
married on October 24 with Pastor Kathy 
officiating. 

To Jan Tomaino, who was named 
Innovative and Non-Traditional Nurse of the 
Year by the March of Dimes during the 
annual Nurse of the Year awards in St. Paul.   

To Nore Heinitz, a seventh grader at 
Marshall School, who is going to the State 
Tennis Tournament. Good luck Nore! 
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Welcome New Members! 

David and Elise Courtright 

Family members (including 
pets): Caleb (4), Aiden (2); Luke 
(dog) and Frida (cat) 
What is your vocation? Elise is a 
stay at home mom, and Dave is a 
financial worker for St. Louis 
County. 
What are your hobbies/passions? Elise – hiking, camping, 
cooking, gardening, and reading. Dave – hiking, camping, 
home remodeling. 
What brought you to Peace? I suppose you could say 
word of mouth through friends! 

John Wakefield 

Family members (including pets): 2 cats: Annie 
and Lucy 
What is your vocation? Registered Nurse and 
Licensed Social Worker 
What are your hobbies/passions? Equality and 
fairness to all; animal lover, especially people’s pets. 
What brought you to Peace? Was recommended 
by several people who said your church was very 

open and welcoming to the members and community. 
What is an obscure fact about yourself that others may 
not know but would enjoy? I thoroughly enjoy being an 
RN and Social Worker in the health care system, and helping 
people stay healthy and independent as possible. 

Adam Pine and Rebecca deSouza 

Family members:Son Dominic (3) 
What is your vocation? Adam is a 
professor of geography and Rebecca 
is a professor of communication at 
UMD. 
What are your hobbies/passions? 
Movies, travel, reading, social justice 
What brought you to Peace? The children, the people, 
and the community. 

Scott, Gina, and Kalei Kleive 

Family members (including pets):  Kalei (17) and twins 
Parker and Devin (15) 

What is your vocation? Scott – 
Fire Captain – Duluth Rescue 1; 
Gina – Principal at Ordean East 
Middle School 
What are your hobbies/
passions? Cabin time—north of 
Two Harbors, spectator at the kids’ 
hockey games, fishing on Lake 
Superior. 
What brought you to Peace? An 

invitation by Holly Bowen-Bailey. We are grateful for the 
invite. 
What is an obscure fact about yourself that others may 
not know but would enjoy? Scott was honored as a 
hometown hero, for a fire rescue; and he flew with the Air 
Force Thunderbirds in 2010. 

Heather Schmidt 
Family members: I have four grown 
children: Tim, Kim, Mic and Sam. and one 
daughter-in-law, Rebecca.  

What is your vocation? Development and 
fundraising management 

What are your hobbies/passions? Hiking, 
kayaking, snowshoeing, art & music 

What is an obscure fact about yourself 
that others may not know but would 
enjoy? I have a personal goal to visit 
every state park in Minnesota 
and at least one state park in 
each of the remaining states. 
And to visit each continent of 
our beautiful world.  

Randy Schmidt 

Family members: Wife: 
Heather. Adult Step Children: 
Tim, Kim, Mic, and Sam. 

What is your vocation? 

GIS (Geographic Information 
Services) specialist at Lake 
Superior Consulting. 

What are your hobbies/passions? 

Astronomy, Bowling, Choir, Orchestra, 
Hiking. 

What brought you to Peace? 

New to Duluth as of March 2015 - church 
hunting brought us to visit a few churches. 
Peace met most of our criteria the best. 

What is an obscure fact about yourself 
that others may not know but would 
enjoy? My 13th birthday was on a Friday 
the 13th.  I carry a cheatsheet in my wallet to 
help solve any mixed up Rubiks cubes I 
come across.  

Lori Seele 

Family members: Adeline 
(7 yrs.); Micah (4 yrs.) 
What is your vocation? 
Being a loving mama and 
following gospel values 
thru my environmental and 
social justice work has 
echoed through much of 
my life.  I studied Natural 
Resource Management- 
Environmental Education, 
Biology, and Art from U of 

WI - Stevens Point.  I am also a graduate of 
St. Scholastica's Shalom Program for 
Spiritual Direction.  Currently, I work for  
1 Roof Community Housing. 

     (continued on next page) 
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New Member / Community  

CHUM 2015 Fall Assembly 

November 10 - 11   
Glen Avon Presbyterian Church 

Featuring Lisa Sharon Harper,  
Sojournors Chief Church Engagement Officer 

Lisa Sharon Harper, Sojourners’ senior director of 
mobilizing, was the founding executive director of New York 
Faith & Justice—an organization at the hub of a new 
ecumenical movement to end poverty in New York City. In 
that capacity, she helped establish Faith Leaders for 
Environmental Justice, a citywide collaborative effort of 
faith leaders committed to leveraging the power of their 
constituencies and their moral authority in partnership with 
communities bearing the weight of environmental injustice. 

     Harper’s faith-rooted approach to advocacy and 
organizing has activated people across the U.S. and 
around the world to address structural and political injustice 
as an outward demonstration of their personal faith. 

Tuesday, November 10th: Fellowship 6:30 PM Assembly: 
"Peace, Poverty and Race" 7 PM - 8:30 PM 

Wednesday, November 11th: Faith In Action Mobilizing 
Training 10 AM * Lunch and Discussion 11:30 AM 
*The Budget and Your Neighbor 1PM 

National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) 
Education Meeting 

Tuesday, November 24, 7 pm, room 1-3,  
Miller Dwan, 502 E 2nd St, Duluth 

Topic: Birch Tree Center, and What to do in a Mental 

  Health Crisis 

Speaker: Laura Nechanicky, MS, LMFT, Clinical 
Treatment Director, Birch Tree Center 

Birch Tree Center is a community and regional 
collaboration providing mobile crisis services and 
residential crisis stabilization to adults experiencing a 
mental health crisis or emergency. 

Community Conversation  
on Mental Health in Duluth 

Nov. 12, from 7:00-9:00 p.m., at Lake Superior 
College - Atrium, 2101 Trinity Road 

NAMI Minnesota in collaboration with its local affiliates is 
hosting Community Conversations on Mental Health 
around the state this fall. Community Conversations 
encourage people to talk about mental health and mental 
illnesses; challenge myths and misinformation; increase 
community knowledge and support; make communities 
inclusive and free from discrimination; promote prevention 
and early intervention; and agree to steps that communities 
can take. Artist Peter Stauduhar will present an art project 
that shares his experience living with a mental illness, 
which will be followed by a community conversation with 
attendees. Registration is encouraged but not required. Go 
to https://ccduluth11-12.eventbrite.com. Contact Derek 
Holt, 651-645-2948 x118 or dholt@namimn.org, for more 
information. 

United Campus Ministry News 
We are very excited to announce that we made over 

$1200 at the 50 cent sale this year! We couldn't have done 
this without your help!  You provided volunteers to help us 
set up and work the sale, and you donated lots and lots of 
stuff to be sold!  Thank you so much for caring about the 
ministry at UMD. You really do make a huge difference with 
all the small things you do!  

We welcome Sara Holst, from Peace UCC, to the UCM 
board.  We are excited to have Sara on the board! We are 
also thrilled with our dinners on Monday night.  Most 
Mondays we have over 25 students join us for dinner. 
Thank you to Hope UMC, Pilgrim Congregational, Peace 
UCC, and the UCM Board for providing meals this fall. 
Students really appreciated food! We will end the semester 
with our annual Thanksgiving meal on November 23rd  at 
5pm.  All meals are held in the fellowship hall at Hope UMC. 

We are working towards another student panel as 
well.  The Muslim student organization is back this year and 
excited to join us on this adventure.  We call ourselves the 
Interfaith Task Force at UMD.  We hope to also plan 
activities our different student groups can do together to 
show the campus and others that even though we have 
different belief systems and traditions, we still can live 
together and work together for the common good.  We learn 
to appreciate and celebrate our differences and at the same 
time capitalize on our similarities and use those for the good 
of all. Blessings, Cynthia Coffin-Langdon 

Motivational Speaker – Matt Hamill 

Deaf Wrestler & Mixed Martial Artist 

Friday, November 13 

CSS Mitchell Auditorium 

Admission free 

Sponsored by CSS Deaf Culture Club 

(Lori Seele interview continued) 

What are your hobbies/passions? My family, mountain 
& commute biking, cross-country skiing, wilderness tripping, 
cooking, gardening and harvesting my own food, wood 
carving and painting, community involvement, international 
travel. 

What brought you to Peace? The people of Peace 
Church have drawn me in as well as the spirituality 
embraced here. Peace Church is a mission church to me—
a mission that extends far beyond these brick walls. The 
warmth and engagement with the local community and 
global community really has drawn me in. The spirituality 
practiced here also resonates with me, challenges me 
personally, and feeds me to keep working for the common 
good. 

What is an obscure fact about yourself that others may 
not know but would enjoy?  I've worked on AK's 
Iditarod Trail and led Haida and Tlingit Youth, guided and 
researched in the BWCA, lived off-the-grid with solar power 
in Finland, MN, journeyed with Mayans in San Lucas 
Toliman Guatemala, lived at Duluth's Dorothy Day House 
with men experiencing homelessness. I am so full of 
gratitude for all the stories and lessons I continue to carry 
with me from the land and people I've walked with.  

https://ccduluth11-12.eventbrite.com
mailto:dholt@namimn.org
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 Nursery 
 1 Krysta Riel Maas, Maddie Maas, and Laura Greensmith(back-up) 

 8 Robin Davidson, Tom Heinitz, Jill Pospisil (back-up) 

15 Veronica Gaidelis-Langer, Sylvie Bowen-Bailey, Alison Wood (back-up) 

22 Patty Beech & Talia, Izzy Schomberg (back-up) 

29 Karen Sheldon, Jill Pospisil, Brita Larson (back-up) 

November Volunteer Schedules 

 Lay Readers 

 1 8:30: Jerry Cleveland 

 10:30: Jen Pearson 

 8 8:30: Leslie Williamson White 

 10:30: Phyllis Cook 

15 8:30: Cindy McLean 

 10:30: Anne Skwira-Brown 

22 8:30: Veronica Gaidelis-Langer  

 10:30: Holly Bowen-Bailey 

29 8:30: Zoe Reid  

 10:30: Vicki Westrick 

 Greeters—10:30 
 1 Annie Harala, Kevin Jacobsen, 

Amy Westbrook 

 8 Swanoskis, Bill DeRoche 

15 Lori Williams, Peggy Skylondz, 
John Pegg 

22 Kim & Lee Kruger, Cindy 
Macaulay 

29 Anne Skwira-Brown, Lisa & 
Andrea Brown 

Damiano Soup Kitchen 
November 8 

1:30 - 4:00 - Denise Perry, Justin or 

Jessica Olson, Diane Swanoski, 

Courtney Simpson, Krysta Maas 

4:20 - 6:30 - Ellen Shelhon, Gayle 
& Jack Kelly, Pam Kramer, Robin 
Davidson 

Monday Meals at Dorothy 

Day House (1712 Jefferson) 
 2 Gayle & Jack Kelly 

 9 Justin Olson 

16 Lyn Clark Pegg 

23 Lynn Watson 

30 Marlis Cran 

Coming up — December 

Coordinators: 

Mike & Linda Lundberg, 525-6804 

Susan Kehtel/Amy Galarowicz, 
624-1800 

Lynette Boyko, 728-1815 

Patty Beech, 525-6638 

Deb Cooper, 728-2097 

Linda & Tom Curran, 722-7828 

Ron & Nancy Edmunds,  
728-1449 

Chris and Ingrid Evavold,  
715-399-2796 

Ann & Bob Feyen, 727-0352 

Peter Good & Deanna Notaro, 
464-0614 

Tim & Melanie Lundell, 525-4929 

Jim & Sally Larson, 724-9252 

Bob & René Montgomery,  
525-5400 

Dan & Kelly Peterson, 206-0296 

Tom Wilkowske & Jane Rupel, 
733-0866 

Mary Sue Taallerud/John 
Pokrzywinski, 525-8346 

Ed & Max Proetz, 728-6542 

Mike Schrage, 343-4206 

Ellen & Amy Shelhon, 728-4570 

 

Coffee Hour Teams 

November 

Coordinators:  

Loni Cran-Hovis, 590-9255 

Barb Hanka, 724-6352 

November 8 

Set-up: Winchester/Bartlett 

Serve: Jan/Dick Eschbach 

Clean-up: Jen/Mike Hudyma 

November 15 

Set-up: Marge Johnson, Cindy 
Martins 

Serve: Mary Wergeland, Joan 
Severson 

Clean-up: Charley Kendall, Jack & 
Gayle Kelly 

November 22 

Set-up: Karen/Gary Sheldon, Peggy 
Skylondz 

Serve: Beth/Warren Post 

Clean-up: Thoennes, Jim Soderberg 

November 29 

Set-up: Bergsven 

Serve: Aaron Molina, Laurie Berner 

Clean-up: Bruce/Judy Derauf 

Please bring 3 dozen cookies, 

bars, crackers or fruit  

on your day to help. 

Thank you! 

 10:30 Ushers    (Lead Usher in bold) 
 1 Guy Hubert, Melissa Boyle, Marsha Hystead  

 8 Guy Hubert, Ellen Shelhon, Lisa & Andrea Brown  

15 Guy Hubert, Susan Ranfranz, Jackson Manthey, Julie MacKenzie 

22 Guy Hubert, Laurie Berner, Karie or Courtney Simpson, Zoe Reid 

29 Guy Hubert, Phyllis Cook, Corrie Ehrbright, need volunteer 

15 Zoe Reid & Delilah Rogers 

22 Gayle & Jack Kelly (Taize) 

29 Lynn & Pat Devlin 

  8:30 Ushers  
 1 Linda Lundberg, Susan Kehtel 

 8 Lynn Watson, Jon Barry 

         Acolytes  
 1 Seiji Sudoh, Elise Westbrook 

 8 Noah Westrum, Taylor Wilcox 

15 Ben Blazevic-Seibert, Nicole 
 Campbell 

22 Zac Olson, Sophia Farell 

29 NO Sunday School, No Acolytes 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/acolyte72_web.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/2009-09-01.htm&usg=__0KYVlvahqVkI18mB_wvAAPeSL3A=&h=300&w=327&sz=10&hl=EN&start=37&sig2=uGY
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Peace United Church of Christ 

1111 North 11th Avenue East 

Duluth, MN 55805 

 

(218) 724-3637 

www.peaceucc.org 

E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 

 

Non-profit  
Organization 

US Postage PAID 
Permit No. 84 

Duluth, MN 

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF    

Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Minister: Pastor Jackie Falk 

Youth and Children’s Ministries: Nathan Holst  

Visitation: Cheryl Walsh 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation: Rev. Terese Tomanek and Rev. Tom 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY—9-3, PHONE:  218-724-3637 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Kathy:  knelson@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org    

 Jim: jim@peaceucc.org    Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org      Jackie: jackie@peaceucc.org 

    Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org    Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Assistant: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


