
  

 

JUNE 2014 AUGUST 2015 

Annual Outdoor Worship and Picnic 

Sunday, August 2 

8:30 Worship in the sanctuary 

10:30 Worship under the tent  
near lower parking lot 

    11:30 potluck in the Fellowship Hall 

    Join us for worship, fellowship, and good food! The 
10:30 worship service will be held outdoors, under the 
tent by the lower parking lot, followed by a potluck lunch 
in the Fellowship Hall. Chicken and beverages will be 
provided. Please bring a side dish, salad, or dessert to 
share. Everyone is welcome!  Thanks to the Food and 
Fellowship Team for sponsoring!  

Volunteers needed at 8am to help set up the tent! 

Picnic set-up help needed at 9:30, Clean-up at 11:45. 

Middle Schoolers Camping & Canoeing   Sunday, August 16 – Tuesday, August 18 
Join us for our annual trip into the BWCA! We will stay at Fenske Lake Campground on the Echo Trail. 

Activities include swimming, hiking, S'more making/eating, sleeping in tents, and just getting to 
know each other better. They have a wonderful swimming beach, fishing pier and camp sites. On 
Monday we will venture into the BWCA to see the pictographs on Lake Hegman and take time for 
swimming and fishing. We will also visit the Wolf Center in Ely. We will leave after worship on Sunday 
August 16th and return on Tuesday afternoon. Cost is $30 with scholarships available. See Nathan 
or Kathy for more information! There’s a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 

A local “Mission Trip” opportunity  
Volunteer for Peace Church’s  
Habitat for Humanity Project 

Saturday August 15—8:30am –3pm 

Peace will be teaming up with the Lake Superior 
Area Habitat for Humanity again this summer. Their 
“Brush with Kindness” projects help keep qualified 
homeowners in their homes by helping with needed 
improvements. The Project will include repairing 
raised beds, yard clean-up, transplanting plants, 
painting a porch, and caulking windows in upper 
West Duluth.  

Volunteers must be 14 years of age or older. 
We will need 6-10 volunteers. We also need 
volunteers to provide lunch for the workers. 
Please sign up now if you can help! More info: Jim 
McLean—218-464-8975 

Summer Work Camp with New Vision of Philippi, West Virginia 
Hold all our work campers in your prayers for safe travel and incredible learning and fun!   

     Look for updates on the church face book page from this year’s work campers.  We are working from July 25 – 
August 1.  We are roofing the home of a man who suffered a stroke, helping a young family with home repairs, 
and helping to create an outdoor recreation site.  On three nights 
we are helping to host an outdoor BBQ and night games.  We have 
purchased LED soccer balls, kick balls, and footballs to help with 

the fun! We’ll be reporting back during worship on August 2! 

     This year’s participants are:  Adults:  Jim McLean, John 
Thoennes, Nettie Bothwell, Warren Post, Dan Green, Pastor Kathy 
Nelson, Nathan Holst, Naomi Christensen, Doug Bowen Bailey, 
Lisa Brown, and  Jenny McInerny; Youth: Jackson Manthey,  
Scottie McInerney, Devon Klieve, Frost Bowen Bailey, Parker 
Klieve, Connor Feyen, Andrew Green, Isaac Wilkowske, Alex 
Martins, Brita Larsen, Lydia Peterson, Sophie Fink, Hannah 
Feyen, Ali Krueger, Isabelle Schomberg, Agatha Pokrzywinksi, 
Courtney Simpson, Zoe Simpson, Kiera Farkas, Katherine Skwira 
Brown, Sylvie Deters, Ellie Hoffman, and Andrea Brown. 

Work Campers with a family whose home 
they are working on in Philippi W. VA 

See more on pages 6, 7, & 9. 
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From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 

I was so blessed to be a Minnesota delegate to our General Synod meeting of the United Church of Christ 
from June 25 – July 1. This national gathering of our denomination meets every other year, with over 3,000 
people, 800 of us as voting delegates.  We gathered in Cleveland, Ohio, the denomination headquarters.  It was 
a spirit filled time; I was inspired by what the United Church of Christ and her congregations are doing in the 
world.     

It was a powerful moment on Friday, June 26 as we celebrated the Supreme Court decision on Marriage 
Equality for all, especially knowing that our General Synod 10 years earlier on July 4, 2005, had voted to extend 
this basic right to all people.  I sat on a committee that re-emphasized our commitment to this by issuing a call to 
challenge any discrimination that might occur through all the religious freedom laws that are quickly being 
enacted.  My committee also brought forth a resolution calling to fully fund NASA’s efforts to reduce the volume 
of debris in low Earth orbit.  Did you know it is a mess up there?    

As a body we voted to take actions toward a Just Peace in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict which calls for 
interfaith dialogue, to study the Kairos document of the Palestinian Christians, and call for divestment from 
companies operating in Israeli settlements.    

I thought of Dr. Phil Cook of our congregation as we heard from Winona Laduke, environmental leader from 
the White Earth reservation, speak to all of us as an addicted people — addicted to fossil fuels.  We voted on a 
resolution calling for a divestment from fossil fuels and to move toward more and more renewable energy 
sources.  

The United Church of Christ is a diverse body 
which was celebrated in worship, but also in the call  
for justice given the events happening in recent 
months in our nation.  I was especially moved by  
the words of the Rev. Traci Blackmon, pastor at Christ 
the King in Florrisant, Missouri, who is a pastor, 
organizer, and mother of three, including two young 
African-American men. She took vacation time from 
her job as a nurse to devote her attention to 
demonstrations and activities sparked from the fatal 
police shooting of Michael Brown in Ferguson which  
is near her church.  

Blackmon has made some remarkable 
connections in her organizing work. She went to the 
source of the movement, the Canfield Green 
Apartments. That’s where Michael Brown was shot 
and killed and where his lifeless body was left lying in 
the street for more than four hours. 

She made a late-night call-out to area clergy to 
strategize a coordinated response to the crisis and 
this gathering drew Gov. Jay Nixon, U.S. Sen. Claire 
McCaskill, other elected officials and news media.  
Rev. Blackmon sat Gov. Nixon down in a pew and 
made him listen to a Canfield resident, Sierra Smith, 
who made a direct appeal about dire conditions in Canfield that had been ignored.  Rev. Blackmon’s words and 
actions moved us all as we gathered in Cleveland.  

As a denomination we approved a resolution condemning the new Jim Crow, the disenfranchisement, 
marginalization, and re-subjugation of African Americans, and accordingly the creation of a permanent caste of 
second class citizens, as a critical human and civil rights issue in the United States on account of its devastating 
political, legal and social effects upon African Americans , other people of color, youth and people with limited 
economic resources. We were all asked to step up our efforts at looking at white privilege and the devastating 
effects of racism that have been so evident in recent days.  As columnist Connie Schultz reminded us in her 
keynote address, sometimes we need to make necessary trouble.  The church is at its best doing this — making 
the necessary trouble to change this world that God so loves.                
                          Continued on next page 

The Minnesota Delegation to the General Synod 
wearing their “Minnesota sunglasses” 
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Sundays in August 

Sunday, August 2   

 Outdoor Service and Picnic  

8:30 service is in the sanctuary. 

10:30 service—Join us in the back yard 
under the big yellow tent for our annual 
outdoor worship service. Jim has a great 
band for the day and we will sing some 
great old hymns.  The sermon time will be 
reflections on the Work Camp in Philippi, 
West Virginia.  A potluck picnic will follow in 
the Fellowship Hall.       

Communion will be celebrated at both 
worship services. 

Sunday, August 9  

Scripture: John 6: 35, 41-51 

     Jackie Falk will be our preacher today 

Sunday, August 16   

Scripture:  I Kings 2: 10 – 12,  3: 3 – 14;  
 and John 6:51 – 58 

    Sermon    “Wisdom Quest”  Pastor Kathy 

Sunday, August 23 

Scripture:  John 6: 56 – 69  

Sermon: “At Home with God”  Pastor Kathy  

Sunday, August 30 

Scripture: James 1: 17-27 

   Jackie Falk will be our preacher today  Taizé Service — Fourth Sunday  
of every month at the 8:30 Service 

We have had some wonderful response to the Taizé 

services we’ve been having. Because of this, we now have a 

regular Taizé Service at the 8:30am service on the fourth 

Sunday of each month. For those who haven’t attended one, 

the Taizé services are modeled after the services held at the 

Taizé Community in France, home to a community of Catholic 

and Protestant Brothers. It is meant to be a worship 

experience wholly dedicated to prayer and to hearing God’s 

word, using song, scripture, and silent meditation. Our next 

Taizé service will be August 23. 

Summer Coffee Hour 
Upstairs, 9:30-10:30  

between services 
During the summer, we have our Sunday 

coffee hour between the 

services, from 9:30-10:30am 

in the Narthex.  Please come 

early for coffee hour if you 

attend the second service—this is a great 

time to visit with those who attend the early 

service. 

No coffee hour on August 2—please stay 

for the picnic after the outdoor worship! 

Still Taking Care of Business 
Advance Care Directives 

These sessions will start up again in the fall, on Sunday 
September 20 after the second service, and will continue the 
third Sunday of every month. 

       

We have two services each Sunday morning. At 8:30 we have a weekly Communion Service. 

At 10:30 we have communion on the first Sunday of the month. The sermon at both services is the same. 

Pastor Kathy’s column continued... 

We also overwhelmingly elected a new General Minister 

and President, Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer. He hopes to build 

closer ties, reconnecting local churches with the national 

setting, and broaden the UCC's missional base through 

strengthened partnerships with like-minded people and 

groups—both interfaith and ecumenical partners and secular 

entities. He also calls us to step out in faith. 

"I want you to prepare to fail," Dorhauer said. “I want you 

to give yourself permission to take risks and then be there to 

receive the risk-takers with grace when they fail, and to learn 

from those failures and pass on what we learn to others." 

Thank you for being a church that takes risks.  On 

Saturday, July 25, I will get on a bus with 33 other folks from 

Peace to travel to West Virginia to serve and learn with the 

folks from New Vision of Philippi.  As we prepared for this 

week we spoke often with Ruston, the executive director of 

New Vision.  He asked us to use John 13, the washing of the 

disciples feet, as our scripture for our time together.  We will 

be washed, made new by our experience.  We come to 

serve, but in so doing, it will be each of us that will be made 

new.  That is the hope for the church. 

Thank you for allowing me to go to General Synod and to 

West Virginia.  Thank you for allowing me to be one of your 

ministers in this incredible community of Peace. Thank you 

for making some necessary trouble together.  

Peace friends ~ Pastor Kathy 
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Faith Formation / Small Groups 

Centering Prayer in Chapel  
Wednesdays at 5pm 

Be still and know that I am God 

Check-in at 4:45 p.m. 

Practice the Prayer at 5:00 p.m.  
Opened and closed with Music  

by Jim Larson 

The Christian Practice  
of mindfulness and meditation. 

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
No Meeting in August 

See you September 23! 

Lenox Women’s Spirituality Group  
No meeting in August 

Stay tuned for September meeting date! 

Monday Women’s Book Group  
August 3 & 17 at 7pm in Fireside Room 

Next book choice to be decided. 
All women are welcome! 

Peace Grief Support Group 

Thursday August 13, 12noon to 1pm  
in the Peace Church Chapel 

Facilitators: Chaplain Deborah Cooper  
and Chaplain Gudrun Witrak 

Our support group for individuals dealing 

with the death of a loved one, or other life 

changing losses meets at noon, on the second 

Thursday of each month, downstairs in the 

Chapel. All are most welcome. Questions? Call 

Deborah Cooper (728-2097)  

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
at 6 pm in the Fireside Room 

Great Fellowship, Prayer and Learning  
Come and read together the Gospel lesson 

for the following Sunday. We will be using an 
ancient bible study method – Lectio Divina.  
Each participant has unique insights to offer the 
group from their hearing of the biblical story.  
We also take the time at the end to pray for one 
another. Newcomers always welcome!   

Plan ahead — Fall Adult Forums:  
Making Sense of the Bible  

Rediscovering the Power of Scripture Today 
by Adam Hamilton 

 Join in a lively, spirited study of the Bible 
as a whole during the first six Adult Forums 
this fall. Questions we will pose include, 
“Why is God so violent in the Old 
Testament?” “Why would Paul command 
women to be silent in church?” “Is the book 
of Revelation a guide to the end times?” “Is 
the Bible ever wrong?”  

 Adam Hamilton, a Methodist pastor from Kansas City, 
planted a church in 1990 with four worshippers that is 
now the largest church in the Methodist denomination. 
The congregation is known for bringing together 
agnostics, skeptics, and spiritual seekers. In our fall study 
Hamilton is seeking to deepen your appreciation for the 
Bible, to help you resolve misunderstandings of its 
important themes and to equip you with tools so you may 
read the Bible and find its words life-giving.  Hamilton’s 
style is accessible and combines good scholarship with a 
light touch. His goal is to walk readers through the pitfalls 
of fundamentalism and dry scholarship and open up the 
Bible’s stories of profound humanity and wisdom for 
living.  

 Hamilton says he wrote the book “to help readers 
understand the kinds of things that most pastors learn in a 
first-year seminary course on the Bible and to resolve 
some of the questions they might have about the text 
while giving them the tools to hear God's words within the 
words of its human authors.” 

 At each session a video will be shown followed by 
discussion of both the video and the book excerpts.  

Session Dates and Topics: 

September 13, 2015 – Making Sense of the Old 
Testament (Introduction, Chapters 1—7) 

September 20, 2015 – Making Sense of the New 
Testament (Chapters 8—13) 

September 27, 2015 – Questions about the Nature of 
Scripture (Chapters 14—18) 

October 4, 2015 – The Bible and Science (Chapters 19—
21) 

October 11, 2015 – Violence, Suffering and Other 
Troubling Issues (Chapters 22—26) 

October 18, 2015 – Wrestling with Issues of Sexuality and 
Relationships (Chapters 27—32) 

 If you have questions talk with Jackie Falk. The books 
are available online at Amazon in both paper and e-book, 
at Powell’s in paper copy, and at Barnes & Noble in paper 
and e-book. By the end of August, few copies will be 
available in the office to borrow. 
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Groups, Gatherings, and Opportunities  

Men’s Breakfast  
August 13 & 27— 7am at New London Café 
Join us to eat and converse at our new location, the 
New London Café, 4721 E Superior Street. We meet 
every other Thursday. All men are invited to attend. 

Team and Committee Meetings 
Time for new committees and teams to start 

planning for the fall program year.  
Welcome to all new members! 

Stewardship Team will meet on August 5 at 5pm 
in the Conference Room.  

Acting for Justice Hub meeting Sunday, August 
9, at 11:45 am in the Music Room. We will begin 
meeting together and then divide into our individual 
teams—Dismantling Racism, Open and Affirming, 
Global Partnership and Peace/Justice.  New folks 
are always welcome!   

Worship and Arts Committee will meet on 
Tuesday, August 11 at 5:30 pm in the Sanctuary. 
This team meets to plan worship and discuss what 
is working and what is not as we praise God 
together. All are welcome. 

The History Team will meet in the History Room 
on August 12 from 10am-12pm. 

Shared Ministry Team will meet on August 12 at 
4:30pm in the Conference Room. 

Property, Children’s Ed, and Finance Teams 
will meet on Wednesday, August 12, at 5:30pm in 
the Fellowship Hall.  

Health and Wellness Team will meet on Sunday 
August 16 at 11:45am in the Conference Room. 

Adult Ed Team will meet on Tuesday August 18 
at 4:30pm. This team meets to coordinate the 
various adult education opportunities at Peace 
including Sunday morning forums and small 
groups.  New folks welcome.  

Food and Fellowship will not meet in August. 
Next meeting will be Wednesday September 9. 

Newcomers are always welcome at these meetings! 

Meals at CHUM Drop-in Center 
(1st Ave W and 2nd St.)  

Wednesday Breakfast—August 5 & 19 
every other Wednesday, 9am-11am 

Join this fun group to make breakfast at CHUM! 

Thursday Dinner — August 20 

Third Thursday of each month 4-6pm 

Help and donations are always welcome! Thanks to 
Cathy Carlson who cooks and coordinates this meal! 
Contact Cathy Carlson, cathycarlson62@gmail.com 
or the office for more info. Let us know if you’d like 
to be on the email list for this group. 

Ted Talks Over Lunch,  
Tuesday, August 25  

12 noon in the Conference Room 
Bring your lunch and join us for an interesting 

listen and great conversation, as we watch and 
discuss a TED talk. Great conversation and a way to 
meet new folks. Coffee and tea provided. 

PALS  (Peace Adults Learning & Socializing) 

August 20—Annual Picnic and Planning  

The PALS annual potluck picnic and planning 
session will be held Thursday, August 20, beginning 
at 5:30 PM at the Goese home, 4730 London Road.    

Brats will be provided.  A - M bring salads.   
N - Z bring desserts.  Bring your own beverage and 
lawn chair.   

Most important, bring ideas for next year’s 
programs.  If you have a great idea but can't make it, 
email your idea to the Goeses. 

RSVP to goese@chartermi.net. 

PALS is a loosely organized group of adult singles 
and couples who gather monthly for some type of 
interesting topic, tour or event. Food is usually 
involved and socializing with our fellow Peace Church 
adults is fun!  

Pink Scarf Project update! 
Many thanks to all of you knitters for your 

contribution to the ongoing Breast Awareness Pink 
Scarf Project. Your scarves will be added to the 150 
foot scarf that draped the narthex last October. It 
would be wonderful to be able to add another 150 
feet  this October. There is plenty of time to knit 
another scarf or your first one.  

Scarves should be completed by the end of 
September.  Information about the details can be 
found in a pink basket next to the Lost and Found 
items near the church office. Any questions, please 
contact LInda Goese goese@chartermi.net 

Coordinating Council 
The Coordinating Council will meet on 

August 18 at 7pm. 

mailto:goese@chartermi.net
mailto:goese@chartermi.net
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Peace Church Youth & Children 

Youth Group  Every Wednesday  
for 6th-8th graders  

6:30pm –8:00pm in the Youth Room! 

Come join the youth group in August!  In addition to 
more soccer, frisbee, and board games, we're going to 
have a special treat toward the end of August by 
heading down to Park Point for an evening with the 
Witrak's.  Word from last year is that the evening might 
include boating, swimming, sauna, and hot tub.  Don't 
miss the fun at youth group this month—we'll see you 
there! 

First Year  Confirmation 
Calling All Ninth Graders! 

    We have a great group of youth and an exciting  
year planned for you with class the first and third 
Wednesdays from 7 – 8:30 pm.  There will be at 
least 20 youth in our class.  

     We will also have retreats and opportunities for 
service.  Part of the class expectation is regular 
participation in worship and/or youth group.  We are 
asking that you be in worship or youth group (beyond 
confirmation class) at least 2 times a month.  

     Our first meeting will be on Wednesday, 
September 16 at 7:00 pm with youth and parents.   
Pastor  Kathy Nelson will be the primary teacher  You 
will receive a full schedule in the mail in early August.  

Second Year Confirmation  
Tenth Graders!  

     The second year class will meet on the second 
and fourth Wednesdays of each month from 7 – 
8:30  Our first class of this year will be on Wednesday, 
September 9.  You will receive a full schedule in the 
mail prior to that date.  It will be great to be back 
together again!  

Tentative date for Confirmation Sunday  
is May 15, 2016. 

Save the Dates: Rally Sunday  
and the UNICEF Carnival 

It's hard to believe, but we're moving closer to 
the Fall and that means Rally Sunday is 
approaching!  Please mark your calendars for the 
first day of Sunday School on Sunday, September 
13th.  We're going to kick it off with a lot of fun and 
energy, so get ready!  And it's a little further away, 
but for those who like to get the dates on your 
calendar, the UNICEF carnival will be October 

25th.  See you there! 

Notes from Nathan 
This month, since we recently received a letter from 
Clifford, who the congregation sponsors in the 
Philippines, I thought  we could just spend some 
time directly hearing his words.  Here’s his letter: 

To my sponsors and friends at Peace UCC, 

Good day! to all of you and to your family.  May God 
ever bless you and your family.   

My vacation is memorable to me, it’s full of 
happiness and enjoyment.  I spend a lot of time 
playing with my friends.  I also went with my 
grandfather in doing electrical connections.  I 
assisted him and he would gave me 50.00 for that.  
Last April 6-11 we also had VCS in the center.  We 
have fellowship with other children and lots of 
games.   

I have graduated from Elem.  My average is 83.75% 
and I am proud to tell you that I received an award 
as the most respectful. 

But school days is fast approaching.  I am done for 
my enrollment.  I am on the first steps in my High 
School life. 

I promise to do my best to reach my dreams in life 
so that people like you and also my family will all be 
happy. 

Love, 

Clifford 

 

Work Campers on their way to Philippi West Virginia 
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Peace Church News 

Stewardship Corner August 2015 

Dreams, Dialogue, & Dessert 

Doesn’t that sound fun?  Let’s get together to meet 
and get to know each other better while discussing our 
hopes and dreams for the vibrant community that is 
Peace United Church of Christ.  As we think about our 
annual Stewardship Campaign, we would like the 
congregation to think about and discuss their dreams 
for Peace Church.  This is a good time to reflect as we 
head into the three year Long Range Planning of Peace 
Church.   

How will this work?  Congregation members will be 
invited to attend a “house meeting” for dessert and 
discussion facilitated by Stewardship Team members.  
House meetings may take place in homes or at church on 
Sundays, or at various days/times that may work with 
schedules.  They will take place from September 20

th
 – 

October 14
th
.  We are looking for generous folks to open 

up their homes and provide a dessert for approximately 
12 people, or to provide and serve a dessert at one of the 
sessions at church.  Please contact the church office at 
218-724-3637 if you would be willing to help out.   

Some of the questions we will consider: 

What are your fondest hopes for Peace Church? 

What would be exciting to you, to see Peace Church 
doing/being three years from now? 

What do you believe are Peace Church’s particular 
strengths? 

What injustices within and beyond our church 
community should we address? 

     Please consider being part of this integral process of 
being the Church we aspire to. Watch for an invitation 
letter in early September with more info on dates and 
times. 

Trust in the Promise “ For surely I know the plans  
I have for you…to give you a future with hope.” 

     Our stewardship theme, from Jeremiah 29:11 

Peace Church Softball 
Team!  

Games are on 

Tuesday nights at the 

UMD fields. All levels, 

over age 14, are welcome. Contact 

Jim Pospisil (jim@peaceucc.org) or 

call the office for more information. 

Here are the August game dates:  

August 4, Field #1, 6:00   

August 11, rain date 

Would you like to be a Preschool 
Sunday School teacher?  

Do you love to work with preschoolers?  This 
is your chance to get some quality time with 
some great kids and help nurture them in their 
faith!  We have Sunday School teachers for most 
grades all ready to go, but we're putting a special 
call out for preschool teachers. Sunday School 
starts on September 13.  If you’re interested, or 
know someone who is, please contact Nathan. 

Growing for a Cause  
Peace Church Garden Report 

The vegetable gardens were planted and the 
crops are doing well.  We have begun to see the 
results of this effort.  By the end of July we 
delivered about 38 lbs. of lettuce, kale (2 kinds), 
peppers and tomatoes to the Emergency Food 
Shelf.  We don’t expect to deliver quite as many 
pounds of produce as last season (500 lbs.!), but 
as Sarah Nelson pointed out,  we will definitely 
make up for this in nutritional content.  As 
always, we invite others to join us in watering, 
weeding, mowing, harvesting and delivering the 
produce.   

Peace Church Gardeners 

MN UCC Women’s Retreat 

September 25-27 at Pilgrim 
Point Camp Alexandria, MN 

This year’s theme is “Finding our 
Voices”. The cost is $90, with 
partial scholarships available 
through the MN Conference. 

Presenter is Maren Tirabassi, a pastor for 35 
years, and author of 19 books. Registration 
forms available in narthex. 

Peace Church Work Campers getting started on their first project! 

mailto:jim@peaceucc.org
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Thoughts on the Way by Jackie Falk 

“…I was in prison and you visited me.”  Matthew 25:35 

Branding to mark criminals for life has been practiced since 10,000 BC, and though we might believe it 
ended in the United States in the 1860’s when Civil War deserters were sometimes branded to punish them and 
mark them for life, we are still “branding.”  Before the internet, access to public records required a trip to the 
county where the paper record was kept. Now almost all public records are available on your laptop. Before the 
internet, when only one paper copy of the record existed, sealed records continued to exist in the courthouse, 
but without a court order, no one saw that one copy. 

Now people are “cyber-branded.” The records that are created at every interaction with the justice 
system—a stop, like a traffic stop, an arrest, a charge, the prosecution, the sentencing, and the record of how 
the sentence is carried out whether probation or incarceration are largely accessible to the public online. The 
online records do not lie inert in courthouse files as the paper records did; they circulate. They have become the 
“product” of a multi-billion dollar background check industry and data mining companies troll the internet to 
capture the records and offer the information for sale. Punishment does not end with the sentence, but the freely 
and widely available records mark someone for life. 

The “cyber-brand” has changed society’s reality. The opportunities for second chances and recovering 
and re-entry into society are now gone for many. “In fact, when it comes to employment, housing, benefits, 
schooling, and countless other life necessities and opportunities, it doesn’t matter whether or not someone was 
incarcerated – it matters whether or not someone was caught; it’s the record that matters.”And even a mere 
arrest that is not charged can produce a “cyber-brand,” that can impede a person from moving forward in life for 
years.  

The Minnesota Justice system is, at times, arbitrary and racially and economically disparate in its impact 
and therefore in the “cyber-brands” it leaves behind. Many of us have, or know someone who has done 
“something” that could produce a “cyber-brand”— made a one time mistake and not been caught so has no 
record. The “cyber-brand” does not identify the “criminals,” among us, but only those who are caught.  

The harm of the “cyber-brand” falls harder on poor communities of color. People of color are 9 times 
more likely to be arrested than whites in St. Louis County. 46% of our prison population are people of color, but 
they are only 15% of our total population. It is no surprise that in a state with such disparities in our criminal 
justice system, we have ever-widening employment gaps between Minnesotans who are people of color and 
white Minnesotans. 

Ironically, because 1 in 4 people in the United States has a criminal record, we may be visiting someone 
“in prison” and not even know it, but I believe the next step is to take down the “prison.” Work has begun. The 
expungement law in Minnesota is updated, but it is not a panacea. It is slow and when the record is expunged, 
private data-mining operations do not have to comply.  

The real answer is in how we “visit” – offer life hospitality – to those among us who wear “cyber-brands.” 
We can remember the mistakes we made that did not result in a record at every life turn…like the time I 
trespassed in that public garden. We pay attention to the context in which the record-making episode 
happened…I was young and without judgment. We can recognize the privilege we have experienced…the 
officer let me off with a warning. We can imagine how limited our own lives would be if we wore a “cyber-
brand”…I would not have that last job. We can work to create the capacity for second chances in our own 
professional and personal lives, and to seek policy changes that do the same…like the hand up to the women 
coming out of the jail. Talk about it. The “cyber-brand” is invisible until someone tries to move on in life…that’s 
like visiting them in prison, they are no longer invisible.  

Peace Church Winter Camp—February 5-7 
Mark your calendars and plan to attend Winter Camp in 
February! Wolf Ridge provides the programming; we bring 
the fun.   Wolf Ridge is a place where minds open to the joy 
and wonder of discovery of our natural world, and we expect 
to notice the Divine in that. Fees are $135 per person for the 
weekend. Children 4 and under are free. Scholarships will be 
available. Contact Jackie Falk to get more information.  

2016 Men’s Retreat 
February 26-28 

The men's retreat will again be held at the 
Turning Point Retreat Center near Floodwood.  
The retreat will begin with supper Friday, 
February 26 and end after worship on Sunday, 
February 28.  Save the dates and watch for 
further details in the future.   

Save these 2016 dates! 
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Peace People 

Thank You! 
Thanks to the musicians and dancers who 
enhanced our worship in July: David Hoffman, 
Jane Rupel, Tom Wilkowske, Diane and Mike 
Swanoski, Kirby Wood, Dale Shimmin, Susan 
Ranfranz, Annette Strom, Steve Coll,  Leslie 
Williamson-White, and Eli Bissonett. 

Special thank you to the following for watering 
and caring for the indoor plants: Kate Nicoletti in 
April, Jim Larson in May, Annette Strom in June, 
and Tavis and Amy Westbrook and kids in July. 

From Memorial Blood Centers: Thank you so 
much for coordinating the Peace UCC blood drive 
on June 14. You had 25 people register and 21 
were able to give blood—2 were first time donors. 
Heartfelt thanks to the donors at Peace UCC. 
Blood donors are special people for truly giving of 
themselves so that others might live.  

From CHUM: Thank you for your gifts, which 
have already been put to good use! Since 
January we have helped 105 individuals and 11 
families to find housing, in addition to the 44 
families who have moved in to the Steve O’Neil 
Apartments between December and March. 
Thank you for assisting us in our passion and our 
mission. 

Thank you for your donation to Clayton Jackson 
McGhie Memorial Inc. Your donation contributes 
to the health and wellbeing of the citizens of 
Duluth and the quality of life of our society. 

To all who supported the Nepali fundraiser held 
at Peace Church. Over $3,000 was raised! 

To all who donated to or participated in the 
American Cancer Society Relay for Life. The 
Peace Church team raised nearly $1,000! 

Congratulations 
George Bennett, son of Megan and John Bennett, who 
was baptized on July 12.   

Sympathy  
To Martha Minchak on the death of her mother. 

To Molly Watson on the death of her father. 

Keep in Your Prayers 
Penny Cragun recovering from knee surgery. 

Lynette Boyko recovering from a fall. 

Bria Langdon Larson at Woodland Hills Youth Treatment 
Center – Bria would very much appreciate cards and 
prayers.  

Peggy Maske, moving from Chris Jensen to Maplewood 
Care Center to be closer to family. Watch for a new 
address in the next Peace Bell. 

Penny Bothwell who had surgery in Rochester to help 
remove an infection from her spine. She will be in rehab for 
many months in Bemidji (where she is closer to her 
daughter).  

Jim Larson being treated at home for an ulcerated 
varicose vein. 

Peace Babies picture 
September 13 at 11:30am 

For babies born since  
September 1, 2014! 

Bring your baby to church to be a part of our 
annual Peace Babies photo. Meet in front of the 

sanctuary after the 10:30 worship. 

If you have had a baby recently, call or email the 
church to make sure we have your little one in our 
database. (724-3637 or office@peaceucc.org) 

Peace Church team 

2015 American Cancer Society Relay for Life 

Peace Church Work Campers making “shiny 

shingles” at New Vision in Philippi West Virginia. 
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CHUM / COMMUNITY  

Monthly Shape Note Singing, Sunday August 2, 2-4 pm  
at Friends' Meetinghouse (1802 E 1st St). More info: Leslie White (218-728-9545) 

CHUM National Night Out 

Tuesday August 4, 6-8pm 

CHUM Food Shelf Parking Lot,  
120 N 1st Avenue West 

Join our friends at CHUM for a neighborhood picnic from 6 to 
7:30. Peace Church has been asked to provide 50 servings of 
Baked Beans—let us know if you can donate 2 #10 cans of 
baked beans. There will be delicious food, live music, and the 
opportunity to get to know others in your neighborhood and 
community.  

Backpacks and School Supplies! 

Backpack Distribution: CHUM is working with the Duluth 
School District 709 to ensure school supplies and backpacks are 
provided for children before the first day of school. Families with 
limited resources will be provided school supplies and backpacks. 
Chum needs your help to collect backpacks and school 
supplies through August 25

th
.  Look for a bin for donations in 

the Peace Church Narthex. 

For the kindergarten to fifth grade group, an $18 donation 
will fill a backpack with: 3 wide ruled notebooks, a pair of scissors, 
6 pencils, a box of markers, a box of crayons, 2 glue sticks, and 3 
pocket folders.  For the sixth to twelfth grade group, a $20 
donation will fill a backpack with: 6 pencils, 3 pens, a 3-ring 
binder, 3 college ruled notebooks, a pack of college ruled loose 
leaf paper, and 3 pocket folders. Make checks out to CHUM. 

For more information, contact Meg Kearns, at 218-727-2391 
or megkearns@chumduluth.org 

Chum Theology Brown Bag Lunch Series 

"Confronting Historic Injustice" 
Led by Sarah Holst,  

member of the CHUM Young Adult Network (CYAN). 

Tuesday, August 25
th

 Noon to 1pm at Peace Church  

Using restorative justice practitioner and theologian Elaine 
Enns's book "Ambassadors of Reconciliation: Volume II", we will 
examine the stories and legacies of Lawrence Hart (a Cheyenne 
Peace Chief from Oklahoma) and Rev. Nelson Johnson (Co-
founder of the Greensboro Truth and Reconciliation Commission) 
and their racial reparation work. We will discuss how their work to 
weave a more complete story of history applies to our own 
community and context. “One of the most demanding, yet 
transforming, tasks of restorative justice and peacemaking today 
is to revise and remember the past, uncovering a fuller, more 
inclusive truth, and listening to the voices of those left out.” - 
Elaine Enns 

Coming in October: “United in Service” 
October 22 by Gary Boelhower at Peace Church 

Lake Place Summer Sounds! 
Back again for another great summer 
line up, Duluth Sister Cities International 
presents its 2015 Lake Place Summer 
Sounds concert series! With Lake 
Superior as your backdrop, the whole 
family can come and enjoy free concerts 
at Lake Place Park that promote healing, 
peace, and community. All concerts are 
from noon - 1pm on Wednesdays. Teatro 
Zuccone is our back up location if the 
weather is bad.  Rain or shine, be sure to 
put these dates on your summer 
calendar! 

August 5 -  Z Puppets presents Monkey 
Mind Pirates Family Yoga Party 

August 12 -  Arna Rennan & Brian Dack 
of Nordic Angst   

Pack your lawn chairs or sit in the grass, 
pack a lunch or purchase a tasty lunch 
right in the park from Zeitgeist Arts Cafe, 
and enjoy some great music on lake this 
summer.  Tours of Lake Place Park, 
International Sculpture Gardens and 
Duluth Sister Cities Park will be provided 
following each concert. Rediscover these 
stunning parks that overlook Lake 
Superior! 

CHUM Needs 
Can you help? 

Our West Duluth Food Shelf location 
at Our Savior's Lutheran Church is in 
need of a 13-15 cubic foot upright 
freezer, as the one they had no longer 
works. Contact  Meg at the Food Shelf if 
you can help. (727-2391) 

We are also trying to round up six 
functioning microwaves for the 
Emergency Family Shelter. Please 
contact CHUM (720-6521) if you can 
help. 

A volunteer is needed to work the 
East Food Shelf at 120 N 1st Avenue 
West, on Wednesdays or Fridays from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  You can help weekly 
or monthly, for all or part of the four hour 
shift. Contact Meg at the Food Shelf, 
(727-2391). 

mailto:megkearns@chumduluth.org
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 Nursery 
 2 Jessica/Justin Olson, Tom Heinitz, Sylvie Bowen-Bailey 

 9 Karen Sheldon, Lori Seele, Agatha Pokrzywinski, Chloe Benson 

16 Patty Beech, Lara Hamsher 

23 Veronica Gaidelis-Langer, Alison Wood 

30 Jill Pospisil, Andy/Libby Fena, Brita Larsen, Isabelle Schomberg 

August Volunteer Schedules 

 Lay Readers 

 2 8:30: Eric Blomstrom 

 10:30: Lori Seele 

 9 8:30: Lynn Watson 

 10:30: Annie Harala 

16 8:30: Leanne Ventrella 

 10:30: Amy Westbrook 

23 8:30: Annette Strom 

 10:30: Steve Coll 

30 8:30: Jacqueline Blomstrom 

 10:30: Kevin Jacobsen 

 Greeters—10:30 
 2 Amy Westbrook, Kim & Lee 

Kruger 

 9 Swanoskis, Lynn Watson 

16 Ellen & Amy Shelhon,  
Zoe Simpson 

23 Lori Williams, Peggy Skylondz, 
Anne Skwira-Brown 

30 John Pegg, Cindy Macaulay, 
Laurie Berner 

Damiano Soup Kitchen 
August 9 

1:30 - 4:00 - Sarah Jessico, Diane 

Swanoski, Cynthia Poirer, Anne or 

Jacob Romberg 

4:30 - 6:30 - Gayle & Jack Kelly, 
Robin Davidson family, Loni Cran-
Hovis 

Monday Meals at Dorothy 

Day House (1712 Jefferson) 
 3 Gayle & Jack Kelly 

10 Justin Olson 

17 Laura & Jeff Greensmith 

24 Linda Goese 

31 Lyn & John Clark Pegg 

Coming up — September 

Coordinators: 

Holly & Doug Bowen-Bailey, 

722-7166 

Britt & Leon Rohrbaugh,  

728-1277 

Lauren & Jonathan Ballmer,  
724-3519 

Chris And Mary Bode, 393-3189 

Sara & Randy Carlson, 728-5424 

Elsie Cook, 393-3136 

Katey Fornear, 525-3516 

Denise & Dennis Hamsher,  
729-9198 

Todd and Kim Landon, 428-1114 

Lynn Lanier, 349-7568 

Doreen Marciniak, 724-9371 

Pat & Angela O'Connell,  
525-0578 

Cindy & Mark Poirier, 724-7393 

Jessica Schadt, 218-879-3837 

Anne & Kevin Skwira-Brown,  
728-3079 

Bob & Kay Stevens, 724-4865 

Diane & Mike Swanoski,  
729-9643 

Bill & Molly Watson, 728-4532 

Coffee Hour Teams 

August 

Coordinators:  

Loni Cran-Hovis, 590-9255 

Stewart & Ginny Cran, 727-7794 

Marlis Cran, 722-7264 

August 2-no coffee hour (picnic) 

August 9 

8:45am Set-up/serve:  Sjodings 

9:45am Serve/Clean-up: Volunteer 
needed 

August 16 

8:45am Set-up/serve: Cheryl Walsh 

9:45am Serve/Clean-up: Julie 
MacKenzie 

August 23 

8:45am Set-up/serve: Lisa Brown 

9:45am Serve/Clean-up: Volunteer 
needed 

 

August 30 

8:45am Set-up/serve: Bilin Tsai, 
Karen Turner 

9:45am Serve/Clean-up: Tom 
Heinitz & Nore, Karen Turner 

Please bring 2 dozen cookies, 

bars, crackers or fruit  

on your day to help. 

Thank you! 

. 

 10:30 Ushers    (Lead Usher in bold) 

 2 John Moeller, Diane & Mike Swanoski, Phyllis Cook 

 9 John Moeller, Katey Fornear, Lisa & Andrea Brown 

16 John Moeller, Rene Montgomery, Julie MacKenzie, Cindy Macaulay 

23 John Moeller, Jake/Anne Romberg, Corrie Ehrbright, Laurie Berner 

30 John Moeller, Zoe Simpson, Julie Flotten, Alison Wood 

16 Linda Lundberg, Susan Kehtel 

23 Bob & Kay Stevens 

30 Zoe Simpson, Janell Kohls 

  8:30 Ushers  
 2 Lynn Lanier, Leanne Ventrella 

 9 Marge A & Jerry C 

Summer Acolytes  
There are no acolytes scheduled for 
the summer. If you have been an 
acolyte in the past, and can 
volunteer some Sundays 
this summer, let Nathan 
know! Give him dates that would 
work for you. And don’t be surprised 
if he sees you at church and asks 
you to acolyte! 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/acolyte72_web.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/2009-09-01.htm&usg=__0KYVlvahqVkI18mB_wvAAPeSL3A=&h=300&w=327&sz=10&hl=EN&start=37&sig2=uGY
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Peace United Church of Christ 

1111 North 11th Avenue East 

Duluth, MN 55805 

 

(218) 724-3637 

www.peaceucc.org 

E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 
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PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF    

Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Minister: Pastor Jackie Falk 

Youth and Children’s Ministries: Nathan Holst  

Visitation: Cheryl Walsh 

Covenanted Ministers of our congregation: Rev. Terese Tomanek and Rev. Tom Liddle 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY—9-3, PHONE:  218-724-3637 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:     Kathy:  knelson@peaceucc.org    Office: office@peaceucc.org    

 Jim: jim@peaceucc.org    Nathan: nathan@peaceucc.org   Jackie: jackie@peaceucc.org 

 Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org     Janell: janell@peaceucc.org      Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Assistant: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


