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            Men’s Retreat 
February 6-8, 2015 

Our annual Men's Retreat will be held February 6-8 at the 
Turning Point Retreat Center. The facility between 
Floodwood and Hibbing has proven to be a great place to 
gather, relax, share some moments of reflection, and enjoy 
some good food. The cost for the weekend will be $75. You 
are welcome to come for only part of the weekend if this 
best fits your schedule, with the cost prorated. Scholarship 
help is available. Questions or suggestions can be directed 
to Dick Goese, Mark Hakes, or Jerry Cleveland. A sign-up 
sheet is available in the narthex. 

Intergenerational Event!  

Tubing at Mont du Lac! 
Sunday, February 1st 

We’ll carpool from the Church at Noon,  
or you can meet us at Mont du Lac at 12:30. 

Dress Warm! There will be hot chocolate 
available! Bring the whole family! 

Suggested donation of $10/person   

Ash Wednesday Service 
Wednesday, February 18 at 7 pm 

      Join us as we mark the beginning of Lent with ashes and 
the sharing of Communion. Each year we consider what 
holds us back on our journey of faith. Time is taken to write 
something we need to let go of. These slips of paper are 
burned and we are marked with ashes as a sign of our 
confession. We listen to God’s call to us in Matthew 
and are fed at Christ’s table. Forgiven and fed we 
can continue the journey of Lent, holding on to the 
hope of the resurrection, and being salt and light for 
one another on the way.  

Lenten Vespers – 7:30pm on 
Wednesdays beginning February 25   

  “Prayers Around the Cross”  
 Prayers Around the Cross will be held again this year 
each Wednesday during Lent. This meditative worship in 
the sanctuary includes quiet singing, silence, prayer, and the 
lighting of candles. Take time each week for worship as we 
journey toward Easter. This service will begin on February 
25

th
  and continue each Wednesday until Easter.  

We’re changing the  
Wednesday Schedule!  

We will no longer have Kids Choir at 5pm. 

Instead, kids of all ages are invited to meet 

at 6:00pm in the Sanctuary for a time of 

singing and music making with Vicki 

Westrick! Kids in 2
nd

-5
th
 Grade are then 

invited to transition to Peace Puppets with 

Cindy McLean at 6:30pm in the Mindanao 

Room. Meghan Paul will provide child 

care in the nursery for younger kids. We 

hope to see you there!! Questions? Contact 

Mark at 218-724-3637. 

Cabaret 2015 

Thanks to all the 
wonderful musicians who performed! 

$350 was raised toward the purchase of an 
Automated External Defibrillator (AED) for our 
church. If you missed the Cabaret, but would like 
to donate, put AED in your check made out to 
Peace Church. 
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From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have 
redeemed you; I  have called you by name, you are mine.   – Isaiah 43: 1  

These words from Isaiah are some of my favorite.  I often use them in my time of prayer, just breathing with 
them,  “Do not fear, I have called you by name, you are mine.”  I find comfort in knowing God knows and calls out 
each of our names and guides us on our way.     

I also often use these words to begin funeral services.  Again a reminder that the God who gave us the first 
breath of life is there as we take our last, naming and claiming us.  As I was preparing for Wes Severson’s 
funeral service I remembered how he helped each of us know one another’s names.  He built one of our name 
tag boards for us.  He saw that the board we had was too full and not wanting anyone not to have a nametag, he 
carefully crafted another.  It was his way of making sure we claimed one another.        

     Wes was always good at understanding how things worked and building them or 
fixing them . . . His motto was “if one man can build it another can fix it.”  After high 
school Wes served in WWII in the Army Air Corp as an airplane mechanic.  He would go 
up in the planes with the pilots as they tested them.  He and a buddy wanted to try 
something different and be gunners on the planes, but his  sergeant let him know that the 
government had spent over $12,000 to train him as a mechanic, and so he would stay a 
mechanic, and so he did. 

     He also went on to  build his family’s home in Two Harbors and the family cabin at 
Kane Lake. He also worked on many of the buildings at Gooseberry Park in the 1950’s.      
He took a course and became a draftsman for the DMIR railroad for most of his career 
working in Two Harbors, Proctor and Duluth, retiring in 1984.   Wes built so many things 
over the course of his life.  

When Wes wasn’t working he was outside, camping, fishing or hunting.  He got his last deer in 2010 when he 
was 86 years old.  And he spent so many days fishing with his son Bill up on Gunflint Lake or his wife Joan on 
Island Lake.  It was what gave him peace.  I closed my homily for Wes with the words of the farmer/poet, 
Wendell Berry,  “When despair for the world grows in me and I wake in the night at the least sound in fear of 
what my life and my children’s lives may be,  I go and lie down where the wild drake rests in his beauty on the 
water and the great heron feeds.  I come into the peace of wild things who do not tax their lives with forethought 
of grief.  I come into the presence of still waters.  And I feel above me the day-blind stars waiting with their light.  
For a time I rest in the grace of the world and am free.”    

Wes has now fully rested in the grace of our God and is free. May we each find moments of grace in our days 
whether in our work or in the out of doors.  And may we not fear, for God has called each of us by name, we are 
God’s.  And in honor of Wes, grab your name tag or make sure to get one so that we might get know one 
another’s names in this beloved community called Peace.      

Peace friends ~ Pastor Kathy 

Peace friends ~ Pastor  Kathy

Senior High Youth & Adults—Sign up now! 
Intergenerational Work Camp 2015 

New Vision in Philippi, West Virginia — Saturday, July 25-Saturday, August 1 

Informational Work Camp Meeting 
Sunday February 1 at 11:30  

We hope to have a group of 40 senior high 
youth and adults for a week long work camp with 
New Vision.  Cost is $350 with a $100 deposit  
due when you sign up at the meeting or before.  
We are hoping for a mixed group of senior high 
youth and adults (with at least half the group of  
40 being youth).  

We will be heading to New Vision in Philippi, 
West Virginia on Saturday, July 25 and returning on 
Saturday, August 1.  We will be traveling by Coach 
bus and staying in New Visions dorms.    

New Vision is a Christian Community Development 
Organization working to ReEnergize Communities. It 
evolved from a rich 50-year history of ministry and 
development in rural communities in Appalachia and 
around the country. 

ReThink...missions. Introduce your group to a 
mission experience of a different kind.  

RePower...communities.  Your team will learn 
about how significant the burden of energy costs is for 
ministries, community facilities and for low to moderate 
income families.   

ReStore...hope.  New Vision has created a way 
for the church to bring practical skills and economical 
solutions to people who need them the most.  
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Sundays in February 
       

We continue to have two services each Sunday morning. At 8:30 we have a weekly Communion Service. 

At 10:30 we have communion on the first Sunday of the month. The sermon at both services is the same.   
Special Music is always needed for our 8:30 service.   

If you would like to sing or play an instrument for any of these Sundays, contact Jim Pospisil, our music director. 

Sunday, February 1  

Scripture: Deuteronomy 18: 15 – 20  
 and Mark 1: 21 – 28  

Sermon: “Power to Do”  

This morning we will celebrate communion at 
both of our services.  Our choir and worship 
team will provide music at our 10:30 service. 

At 11:30 there will be a meeting for anyone 
considering going on this Summer’s Work 
Camp to Philippi, West Virginia the week of 
July 25

th
.  

Sunday, February 8  

Scripture: Isaiah 40:  21 – 31  
 and Mark 1:  29 – 39 

Sermon: “Source of Strength”  

This morning we will welcome new members 
into our congregation during both services.    
Let Pastor Kathy know if you are interested in 
joining. Special music by Jennifer Boyle. 

Sunday, February 15  

 Transfiguration Sunday 

Sermon by our Acting for Justice Hub in 
celebration of our being a Just Peace Church. 
Music by our Choir and Leon Rohrbaugh and 
the band.  

Sunday, February 22  

 First Sunday of Lent  

Scripture:  Psalm 25: 1 – 10  
 and Mark 1: 9 – 15  

Sermon by Lee Stuart, executive director of 
Chum.  

Adult Forums 
Every Sunday morning  

9:30 in the Fireside Room 
Join us for a time of learning and fellowship. 

“Taking Care of Business”  
presented by the Health and Wellness Team.    

We will have the last two sessions of a five-week series 
on end of life issues. Life is a journey filled with decisions; 
we plan for many of these, but too often we avoid the final 
ones.  Together with our God we can support each other  
in some of the most important conversations we may  
ever have. 

February 1 – Joan Crawford from Sunrise Funeral Home 
will talk about what to expect /ask of a funeral director.  

February 8 – Rev. Ron Henley, Essentia chaplain, will 
talk about grief.  He will be joined by Terese Tomanek, 
chaplain at Woodland Hills, and Pastor Kathy.  

See next page for Adult Forums during Lent. 

Inquirer’s Class 
Wednesday, February 4,  6 – 7pm in Fireside Room 

Dinner  at 5:30 in the Fellowship Hall 
Come meet others who are new to Peace United 

Church of Christ and learn more about this congregation 
and the United Church of Christ. Even if you couldn’t make 
it to the first class in January, you are welcome to come to 

the second class on February 4.  

 We will welcome new members on February 8 during 
worship.  Let  Pastor Kathy  know if you are interested 
in joining.   

Monday Women’s Book Group  
February 2 & 16 at 7pm 

Fireside Room 

We will begin meeting on the first and third Mondays  
of each month, choosing a book to discuss each month.  
The book for February is The Faith Club by Ranya Idliby, 
Suzanne Oliver, and Priscilla Warner. We will read the  
first half for the February 2 meeting, and the rest for 
February 16.  

All interested women are most welcome! We will be 
deciding this month on a book for March. 

Sacred Poetry Study Group 
Duluth poets Deborah Cooper and Ann 

Neidringhaus will offer a "Sacred Poetry" study 
group which will meet four Thursdays, 
starting February 26th, 6:30-8:30 pm. at 
Peace Church in the Music Room. Study 
group participants will read and reflect upon 
poems from a variety of faith traditions. There 
will be an opportunity to create and 
share poems. No experience in writing poems 
is necessary. For registration and more 
information, please contact Deborah Cooper, 
deborahdebcoop@gmail.com, or 738-2097.  

Small Group Opportunities 

mailto:deborahdebcoop@gmail.com
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Faith Formation — Lent at Peace Church 

Lent at Peace…At Peace, we come together as a Beloved Community to learn to live our ordinary lives 
with extraordinary love for God, for ourselves, and for each other. But life gets complicated. Good habits and 
good intentions can fall by the wayside because of interrupting crisis or mere inertia.  We may need to recoup 
from a bad choice. Or it may be less obvious - we just seem to have drifted away. This doesn’t make us bad 
people; it just makes us human. And so we come to Lent, Lent the “Reset Button.”  Depending on the person, 
repentance in Lent may be a full “about face,” or it may be more of a course correction. Lent at Peace invites you 
to push your “reset” button and participate in either or both of these opportunities to deepen your ordinary life 
filled with God’s extraordinary love!  

ENRICH YOUR FAITH.  

 Experience the core practices of the Christian 
faith in a video discussion led by Pastor Kathy 
and friends during Sunday Adult Forum at 9:30am 
in the Fireside Room 

Feb. 22  –  Prayer  Oriented Toward God  
Brian McLaren’s take on prayer is less about 
what prayer does or why we pray. Instead, he 
focuses on giving us permission to pray in 
ways that are meaningful, helpful, and life 
giving. 

March 1 – Food  Eating, With Jesus  
Sara Miles believes that French fries can be as 
holy as organic kale when they are offered and 
shared in acts of love and fellowship. This point 
can get lost in our conversations about the 
“right” kind of food. 

March 8 – Worship  Seeking God’s Presence 
For many Christians, worship is synonymous 
with going to church. Mike Slaughter 
challenges us to think about worship as a much 
richer practice, one we can follow on our own 
and in community. 

March 15 – Sacraments A Tapestry of Traditions  
For many of us, the sacraments have become 
just another part of our church routine, like 
hymns and prayer. But Phyllis Tickle asks us to 
revisit the ancient meaning of these 
experiences and consider what we are really 
up to as we take part in these practices. 

March 22 – Money  The Joy of Sharing  
Shane Claiborne’s message can easily be 
construed as political, but he asks us to look 
beyond -isms and -ologies to see financial 
generosity as a kingdom call, rather than a 
social position. 

March 29 – Community  An Unexpected Family  
Doug Pagitt pushes us to think of community 
as more than just a nice idea. He invites us to 
remake our communities by bringing our gifts, 
our talents, and our ideas with us wherever we go. 

MEET A WELLNESS CHALLENGE  

 Jesus knew it. We know it. The “secret sauce” of 
making change is doing it together – for congregations 
and for individuals, so we are partnering with St. Mark 
AME. Together during Lent, we are offering the 
resources of THE DANIEL PLAN, not just another "diet,” it 
is built with love and self care as its motivation. It offers 
resources shaped by modern research and rooted in 
biblical story in five areas: Faith, Food, Fitness, Focus, 

and Friends.  

 How it works: The Daniel Plan offers lots of resources, 
but the Health Care and Wellness Team is inviting you to 
choose just one positive change to make during Lent in 
your eating, activity level, or health practice, and then join 
us at these activities for information, encouragement, and 
fun with friends from Peace and St. Mark, to help you 
carry it out. 

February15 – Kick-off! St. Mark AME will be joining us 
at Peace for our Adult Forum – Navigating the Food 
Desert, with Adam Pine, Rebecca deSouza and Jamie 
Harvie on the marketing obstacles to eating healthy and 
strategies to overcome them. Healthy snacks provided.  

Enjoy Small Group Video Discussions offered twice each 
week. Sundays at 9:30 a.m. and Wednesdays at 6 p.m. in 
the Conference Room. 

February 22/25 – Faith: Nurturing Your Soul  

March 1/4 – Food: Enjoying God’s Abundance 

March 8/11– Fitness: Strengthen Your Body 

March 15/18– Focus: Renew Your Mind 

March 22/25 – Friends: Encourage One Another  

March 29/April 1– Living: Fulfill Your Purpose 

Saturday, March 28, 6:00 p.m. – Closing Celebration! 
People from Peace Church will go to St. Mark AME for a 
Pot Luck Supper and Soul Line Dancing. 

Fitness and Fun! Belly Dancing – Every Thursday in 
March with Annette Strom at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall (meet in sanctuary on March 12). More 
info in March Peace Bell.  

Watch for more information and detail in Tuesday’s E-mails, in Sunday bulletins,  
and on the Peace web site, www.peaceucc.org,  
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Groups, Gatherings, and Opportunities  

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
February 25 at noon in the Fireside Room 

We meet the fourth Wednesday of each month at 
noon to explore, discuss, and reflect on how God is 
present in our lives through good times and bad. 

Come, we welcome you. Bring your lunch; coffee 
and dessert are provided. Call Cheryl Walsh, 525-
4129, with any questions. 

Team and Committee Meetings 

Stewardship Team will meet on Thursday, 
February 5, at 5pm in Conference Room.  

Acting for Justice Hub meeting Sunday, 
February 8, at 11:45am in the Music Room. We will 
begin with lunch together and then divide into our 
individual teams—Dismantling Racism, Open and 
Affirming, Global Partnership and Peace/Justice.  
New folks are always welcome!   

Worship and Arts Committee will meet on 
Tuesday, February 10 at 5:30 pm in the Sanctuary. 
This team meets to plan worship and discuss what 
is working and what is not as we praise God 
together. All are welcome 

The History Team will meet in the History Room 
on February 11 from 10am-2pm. 

Vibrant Ministry Team will meet February 11 at 
4:30pm. 

Property, Food and Fellowship, Children’s Ed., 
and Finance Teams will meet on Wednesday, 
February 11, at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall. We all 
begin downstairs with dinner at 5:30 and then 
break into the various committees and  teams. 

Health and Wellness Team will meet on Sunday 
February 15 at 11:45am in the Conference Room. 
This team is working on an adult forum series 
dealing with end of life issues, preparing to launch 
a fitness challenge for our congregation, and 
beginning a medical equipment loan closet.  New 
folks welcome!  

Adult Ed Team will meet on Tuesday February 
17 at 4:30pm. This team meets to coordinate the 
various adult education opportunities at Peace 
including Sunday morning forums and small 
groups.  New folks welcome.  

Newcomers are always welcome at these meetings! 

Meals at CHUM Drop-in Center 
(1st Ave W and 2nd St.)  

Wednesday Breakfast—February 4 & 18 
every other Wednesday, 9am-11am 

Join this fun group to make breakfast at CHUM! 

Thursday Dinner — February 19 

Third Thursday of each month 4-6pm 

Help and donations are always welcome! Thanks to 
Cathy Carlson who cooks and coordinates this meal! 
Contact the office or Cathy Carlson, 
cathycarlson62@gmail.com for info. 

Coordinating Council 
The Coordinating Council will meet on  

Tuesday February 17 at 7pm  

Hymn Sing — Sunday February 22  
Join a casual group after the 10:30 service to 

carpool to Edgewood Vista, where we’ll sing old 
hymns. Sign up in the Narthex. 

Men’s Breakfast  
February 12 & 26 

7am — Chester Creek Cafe  
We meet every other Thursday at 7am at  

Chester Creek Café for breakfast and conversation.  
All men are welcome. Join us! 

Women’s Spirituality Group  
at the Lenox 

Tuesday February 17 at noon 

Loni Cran-Hovis’ Apartment #710 

Join us for lunch and discussion with other women 
from the congregation.  Cheryl Walsh is the awesome 
facilitator of this  group.   

PALS  
(Peace Adults Learning & Socializing) 

Thursday, February 19 at 5:30pm  
Behind the Scenes at UMD Theater  

BEHIND THE SCENES – We will meet in the 

lobby of the Marshall Performing Arts Center at 5:30 

on Thursday February 19th. Laura Piotrowski, the 

UMD costume shop manager, will take us behind the 

scenes to see how they make the magic that creates 

their many wonderful theatrical productions. Laura 

will have a 45 - 60 minute presentation, and there will 

be time for questions. After our tour, those who are 

interested can meet at Tavern On The Hill for dinner.  

The cost for the tour is $5.00 per person, payable 

to the Ruth Moeller Piotrowski Scholarship Fund. The 

meal is off the menu at your own expense. 
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Peace Bell Articles due February 16 
Please respect this early deadline! 

Thanks! 

Peace Adult Choir 
Wednesdays at 6:15pm in the Music Room 

Beginners welcome!  Please contact Jim at 
jim@peaceucc.org, or just show up  

on any Wednesday.  

Wednesday Activity Schedule  

5pm: Centering Prayer in Chapel 

5:30-6pm: Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 

6-7pm: Bible Study in the Fireside Room 

6pm February 4—Inquirers Class 

6pm: Kids Choir in the Sanctuary  

6:15pm: Adult Choir in Music Room 

6:30pm Peace Puppets in the Mindanao Room 

6:30-8pm: Youth Group in Youth Room 

7pm February 4—Parents of Teens 

7-8:15pm: Confirmation in Fireside Room 

There will be childcare provided in the Nursery from 
6-7pm for all children 1st grade and younger. 

Wednesdays at Peace Church 

First Year  Confirmation 
Ninth Graders 

First and third Wednesdays from 7 – 8:15pm  

 in the Fireside Room. 

Wednesday, February 4 – The Gospel of Mark 
 Chapters 3 and 4 

Wednesday, February 18 – No Class due to the 
 Break.  Ash Wednesday Service at 7 pm 

Second Year Confirmation 
Tenth Graders 

Second and fourth Wednesdays 7 – 8:15pm  

 in the Fireside Room 

 Wednesday, February 11 – Gift’s of the Spirit 

 Wednesday, February 25 – Holy Spirit Papers Due.
 The Church . . . Then and Now  

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
6 pm in the Fireside Room 

Great Fellowship, Prayer and Learning  

Come and read together the Gospel lesson for the 
following Sunday. We will be using an ancient bible 
study method – Lectio Divina.  Each participant has 
unique insights to offer the group from their hearing of 
the biblical story.  We also take the time at the end to 
pray for one another. Newcomers always welcome!   

Centering Prayer in Chapel  
Wednesdays at 5pm 

Be still and know that I am God 
An Invitation to CENTERING PRAYER for a time 

of check-in at 4:45 p.m. 

Practice the Prayer at 5:00 p.m.  
Opened and closed by Music from Jim Larson 

    Centering Prayer is a method of silent prayer that 
prepares us to receive the gift of contemplative prayer, 
in which we experience God's presence within us, 
closer than breathing, closer than thinking, closer than 
consciousness itself.  

Kids of all ages — Come sing with us! 
Meet in the Sanctuary at 6pm 

New time and place!  Join us at 6pm in the 
sanctuary. All ages and abilities welcome! Call Vicki 
Westrick for details, 218-590-9991.  

If you’re a second-fifth grader—just walk on 
downstairs for Puppets after Kid’s Choir. 
Younger ones can go to the nursery where 
Meghan will provide childcare. 

2nd –5th Graders Welcome 

Practice is Wednesdays 6:30-7pm 

Mindanao Room  
(downstairs, next to Music Room) 

This is a great time to join our puppet troupe. 
Peace Puppets is open to all 2

nd
 through 5

th  
grade 

kids. We practice Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 
7pm—come right downstairs from Kid’s Choir. We 
have a fun space in the Mindinao Room . If you 
have questions please call or email Cindy at 218-
525-3526 or webinthewoods@gmail.com. 

Parents of Teens Support Group 
Wednesday February 4 at 7pm 

The first Wednesday of each month, parents of 
teens are invited to gather for conversation in the 
comfy couch corner of the narthex.  

mailto:jim@peaceucc.org
mailto:webinthewoods@gmail.com
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Mark’s Musings 

 “…pray without ceasing…” – 1 Thessalonians 5:17 

Pray without ceasing…that seems like a 

weighty, and honestly, boring task. Are we really 

supposed to go about our lives constantly lifting up lofty 

thoughts in prayer? Or are we all called to join a strict 

religious order and spend the day kneeling and 

praying? No, although some might be called to 

religious life, most of us need to find other ways to 

“pray without ceasing”. But what keeps us from 

prayer…why does it seem so scary at times? 

I was chatting with one of the Sisters at the Saint 

Scholastica Monastery recently and she told me about 

a conversation she’d had. She was talking to a person 

about prayer and they said, “Sister, I don’t know how to 

pray.” I don’t know about you, but I’ve certainly felt that 

way. But, was this person really saying they don’t know 

how to pray, or would a more accurate statement be, 

“Sister, the way I’ve been taught to pray feels empty, it 

doesn’t work for me.” That’s the thing about prayer, there 

isn’t just one correct way of doing it, but so often we 

think that if we don’t have the right words, if we don’t 

bow our head in the right way, or if we don’t close our 

eyes, it’s not prayer. Think of the disciples, do you 

believe these women and men didn’t know the traditions 

of their faith? But there is a story that one day after 

Jesus had finished praying, one of his disciples went to 

him and asked, “Teacher, will you teach us to pray?” 

Even the disciples needed help…actually, if you read the 

Gospels, they needed a lot of help…but that’s another 

article. 

St. Ignatius of Loyola, who, as the founder of the 

Society of Jesus (AKA the Jesuits), is a Saint near to my 

heart, in his Spiritual Exercises encourages the reader to 

look for God in all things. Ignatian spirituality is grounded 

in the conviction that God is active in our world. As the 

great Jesuit paleontologist Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 

wrote: "God is not remote from us. [God] is at the point 

of my pen, my pick, my paintbrush, my needle — and my 

heart and my thoughts." The spiritual path laid out by St. 

Ignatius is a way of discerning God's presence in our 

everyday lives. And that is what prayer is about, it’s 

about finding God in the details.  

As we enter into Lent, I encourage you to look 

for God in everything around you. Look for God in the 

things you do and the experiences you have. Look for 

God in the gently falling snow and the warm sunshine on 

your face. Look for God in the bird’s song and in the 

sound of passing cars. But, more importantly, look for 

God moving within you and in those around you. In this 

way you can truly pray without ceasing. 

  ~ Mark 

Peace Church Youth & Children 

Youth Group  Every Wednesday for 
6th-8th graders  

6:30pm –8:00pm in the Youth Room! 

Intergenerational Event!  

Tubing at Mont du Lac! 

Sunday, February 1st 

 We’ll carpool from the 
church at noon, or you can 
meet us at Mont du Lac at 
12:30.  

 Dress warm! Bring the whole family! 
There will be hot chocolate available!  

 Suggested donation of $10/person.   

Middle School Youth 

Coming up—Youth Ski Trip! 
 We’re going downhill skiing! February 27

th
-

28
th

, we are having a Youth Ski Trip. We’ll meet 
at Peace Church on Friday at 4:30pm, drive to 
Grand Marais, eat at Sven and Ole's and then 
spend the night at the First Congregational UCC 
in Grand Marais. Saturday morning we will drive 
to Lutsen and enjoy skiing the rest of the day.  
We’ll head back to Duluth that night. If you’re 
interested, please sign up on the sheet in the 
Narthex. Cost is $50 which covers your ski pass, 
equipment, and dinner at Sven and Ole’s. 
Scholarships are available. 

Middle School Youth  
Canoe Trip 

     Hold the dates of Sunday, August 16 – 
Tuesday, August 18 for this Summer’s youth 
trip to Fenske Lake Campground.  We have 
again reserved the Group Site, a beautiful setting 
for swimming, fishing, fellowship, faith and fun.  

All youth in grades 6 – 8 are welcome!  

 

 

Fenske 2014 
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Thoughts on the Way by Jackie Falk 

 “I do not pretend to understand the moral universe. The arc is a long one. My eye reaches but a little ways. I 
cannot calculate the curve and complete the figure by experience of sight. I can divine it by conscience. And 
from what I see I am sure it bends toward justice.” - Theodore Parker, 19th century abolitionist and Unitarian 
pastor. 

 Martin Luther King, Jr. often used John Haynes Holmes’ abridged version of Parker’s longer quotation: “The 
arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends towards justice." 

 When we read the gospel stories as a whole, rather than in short excerpts, we more easily discern how the 
stories portray the deep, embedded patterns of how God is funding actions of love and justice. Mark’s whole 
gospel story reverberates with the echoes of God’s voice and reveals the footprints of God’s presence; we see 
how the entire story unfolds beneath the arc of God’s covenantal promise to manifest love into creation through 
spirit and truth. That largest arc shelters many small arcs, each of which is formed between two points: the 
making of a promise and its keeping. The purpose, of course, is not to make the gospel into a spirograph puzzle 
of tracing promises made and kept, but to equip us, like Parker and King, to notice every time we see the moral 
universe bend, even make just a small bend, toward justice, so that we too grow in trust and faith. 

 I have lived in Duluth since 1977 and loved the lakeshore even longer knowing that in all sacred traditions 
where land meets water is sacred space. As the Lakewalk came into being I walked it. In 1995 I participated in a 
planning process to continue the Lakewalk through to about 27

th
 Avenue East. The plan promised access to the 

unique lakeshore to everyone. In the early 2000’s the plan for the Lakewalk’s continuation was disrupted in the 
process of its development. Disappointment and unmet expectations led to tensions among citizens, both those 
residing on the lakeshore and those citizens who wanted to spend time at the lake’s edge. Emotions ran high, 
depleting citizen energy and sapping our community’s political will. In the process hearts hardened and a sense 
of hopelessness set in. Progress on the lakewalk stalled; the unkept promised lingered like a dark shadow. 

 Last Septmember the City Council formed LAKEWALK TASK FORCE on which I have been privileged to 
serve.  We are five and some of us had had hearts made hard by focusing on old wounds and a bit too 
convinced of “the” solution. We were asked “to make a new way” literally. Our commitment to finding that new 
pathway, softened our hearts; the work we did together made of us a “beloved community.” It is my hope the 
City Council will approve the proposed Lakefront Pedestrian Trail. The promise made in 1995 will finally be kept, 
the needs of residents will be respected and the promise of public access to the shore will be kept. A small arc 
of the moral universe bent toward justice…but bent toward justice nevertheless…access to the lakeshore for all.  

 During the march on Selma in 1965, King was asked the question, “How long will it take to see social justice, 
and King answered, “How long? Not long because the arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward 
justice. How long? Not long.” The moral arc of the universe is bending towards justice and it is supported by 
many small arches of promises made and promises kept. 

Women’s Retreat - Friday, April 24– Saturday, April 25   

           Standing Tall in Faith with Regina Laroche 

      We will go back to Clearwater Forest Presbyterian Church Camp in Deerwood.  There will 
be programming from Friday evening through Saturday afternoon with dancer and spiritual 
director Regina LaRoche   We will  be using the story of the bent over woman from Luke 13 
as the focus of our time together.     

     Regina lives in family with Jeff and their  sons Trei 
and Trevor on Madeline island along with chickens, 
goats, dog, garden, varied wild life, and an eclectic 

group of island folk. Regina draws from this life, as well as her Afro-
Caribbean and sharecropper heritage, and a range of worship experiences 
to inspire her storytelling, dance, and worship leadership.  She has been 
part of the Janet MacKenzie events at Peace Church working with Marilyn 
Mayry and Sara Thomsen.   

      Cost will be $45 with scholarships available.  Sign up on the table outside the church office.    

Regina Laroche 

http://clearwaterforest.org/wp-content/uploads/eagle-lodge-large.jpg
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Peace Church News 

Moderator’s Report 
By the time you are reading this, hopefully the 

congregation will have approved the balanced budget 
that the Council worked hard to create and present at the 
annual financial meeting on January 25th.  Our needs are 
great and money is generous, but it always seems needs 
exceed income, and if not for the generous extra gifts 
that were made last month to avoided a deficit at the 
start of this year, the decisions would have been very 
difficult indeed.  We essentially kept our external giving 
flat, and provided a small raise to our office staff and 
ministerial personnel, which was offset in part with higher 
healthcare costs.  Overhead continues to rise, with 
increased heating and utility costs, and a projects and 
maintenance budget which is likely light for the 
anticipated building needs this year.   

To kick off the New Year, we had some of our heaters 
go out, resulting in a maintenance project that exceeded 
$7,000.  Because of the year-end generous gifts, we 
were able to take that $17,000 CD we had cashed in 
anticipation of needing to cover cash flow needs, and 
instead use a portion of it to cover this significant 
unanticipated maintenance project, and then slightly 
reduced the maintenance and projects budget for 2015 
to help balance the budget, rather than having them 
deplete half their budget in the first week of the year.  We 
intend to return the balance of the CD to a money market 
account, rather than working it into the operating budget, 
because as these unexpected expenses show, having a 
rainy day fund is critical to keeping the lights (or in this 
case, the heat) on sometimes! 

In the past month, the Council approved an additional 
grant to support Amena in her medical technician studies 
at Lake Superior College, as she continues to work 
toward a degree that will allow her to bring her skills back 
to East Timor – skills and a degree that no one in East 
Timor currently possess.  It takes a village, and there are 
many in this congregation who are part of it – the 
Currans who so generously hosted Amena the last two 
years, and the Olsons who are currently hosting her, 
among numerous others.  You will be hearing more 
about Amena’s progress and goals throughout the year, 
and I encourage you to become part of her village.  
“Remember there's no such thing as a small act of 
kindness. Every act creates a ripple effect with no logical 
end.” ~ Scott Adams 

The Stewardship Team is spending time this year 
examining how we can cultivate the giving to match our 
needs on an ongoing basis. Services like automatic 
withdrawal help eliminate the need to remind yourself to 
write a monthly check to support all that Peace does.  
And if you are reading this as a friend and supporter of 
Peace, but not a formal member, don’t be shy – one 
does not need to be a member of the church to 
financially support it – remember all are welcome here! 

~ Kathy Bray, Peace Church Moderator 

Stewardship Corner 
John 3:27 “John answered, ‘A person cannot 

receive even one thing unless it is given him from 
heaven.’” 

As I write this Stewardship message, having just 
come from the annual financial meeting, I am quite 
conflicted.  There is much to be thankful for and to 
celebrate.  As Kirby Wood mentions in his 
Treasurer’s report, Peace Church once again has 
rallied in December to turn what could have been a 
$27,000 deficit for 2014 into a $19,000 surplus.  
Thank you!  There were many good conversations 
during the stewardship campaign about stewardship. 
Thank you!  We have a balanced budget.  Thank 
you!  We were able to give increases to most of our 
staff.  Thank you!  For the most part we have funded 
our programs at the same level as last year.  Thank 
you!  We continue to give to other organizations at a 
generous level.  Thank you! 

And yet, when I look at the budget that was 
approved, I am disappointed.  For the first time in 15 
years, pledged income has gone down.  I know that 
many people increased their pledges for 2015, but 
more people did not pledge or decreased their 
pledges.  The reasons are varied, but include some 
people that have moved away and life 
circumstances that have changed for others.  At a 
time when our church membership continues to 
slowly grow, our programming is flat.  The 
maintenance of our aging building is funded at a 
minimal level.  There is almost no budget for 
technology in our world of ever changing technology.  
I am concerned for 2016 and what it will mean if we 
do not have a $19,000 carryover from 2015.   

There are other basic stewardship issues of 
concern to the Stewardship Team.  Even though we 
began 2014 with a balanced budget, the church was 
operating in deficit mode starting in April, and only 
climbed out of the hole at the end of December.  
This makes it very difficult for the Church to meet our 
financial obligations on time.  Is there a message in 
these pledging and giving practices that the 
Stewardship Team is missing?  Are we failing to 
communicate the church’s financial needs clearly?  
Are gaps in church programs affecting giving? 

And yet, we are so much better off than most 
churches.  We have a large and vibrant 
congregation and a healthy, balanced budget.  I am 
thankful for the Stewardship Team.  We will have 
interesting discussions this year as we face these 
issues and what messages we want to provide.  You 
are welcome to join us.  We meet the first Thursday 
of the month at 5:00 in the conference room. 

~ Lisa Pomroy, Stewardship Team Chair 
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Memorials 
Thank you to the following people who  
have donated to Peace Church in memory 
of Wes Severson: Carol and Joe Crowe, 
Joanne Robson, Margaret Paulson, Ben & 
Carol Carrasca, Dr. Chandra and Indra 
Mehrotra, Robert & Kay Stevens, John & 
Cathy Ameel, David & Janet Wick, Alan & 
Maureen Busacker family, Russell & 
Beverly Berntson, Deloris Thompson, 
Beverly & Bob Morris, Bill & Darlene Kohlts, 
Gudrun & Geoffrey Witrak, Marian Jensen, 
Robert Jantzen, Rod & Bonnie Schelin, 
Elizabeth & Alan Mettner, Lee Beyers, 
Margaret Crowe, Charlene Magariner (Two 
Harbors Fire Dept.), Kenneth Weber, Morris 
& Elaine Moen, Sharon & George Nylander, 
Claudia Soderstrom, Jerry & Peggy Wiita, 
Joan’s Artavia St. neighbors, Elaine 
Augustad, Bill Kehtel, Mary & Ken 
Wergeland, Lorraine Anderson, Denise & 
Dennis Hamsher, Jan & Dick Eschbach, 
Denise Perry, Norma Hoffbauer, John & 
Beryl Bredeson, Gary & Janell Kohls, Mike 
Schrage, Marjorie Sjolund, Jerry Cleveland 
& Marge Anderson, Charles & Yvonne 
Roeder, Dawn Conn. 

As a member of the Vibrant Ministries Team I was asked to 
take the first run at the “Children in Worship” brochure, now 
found in the pews.  I may have been a curious choice for this 
task as I no longer have a small child nor have I always thought 
that having children in worship was a great idea 

I started listing every comment I had heard or made, 
positive and negative, about having children in worship. I then 
researched other church’s philosophies on children in worship, 
including some very different from our own. The Vibrant 
Ministries Team revised and discussed, lengthened and 
shortened until what is now in the pews materialized. During 
this process, I began to see the church experience from three 
viewpoints: that of those with children, that of those without 
children and that of the children themselves.  It was then that I 
realized that we were not really addressing the issue of 
“children in worship” but discussing “worshipping with children”. 
Perhaps not new to many, the thoughts below summarize my 
own epiphany while creating the “Children in Worship” 
brochure” 

To be the whole body of Christ it is not only important 
but necessary to include people of all ages. Children bring 
enthusiasm and energy, older people wisdom and 
experience.  All are parts of the body. 

Many people feel that Sunday morning worship is the 
only time they can sit in quiet and meditate on God. In this 
hectic world, this feeling is understandable. It can be 
difficult to change how a worship service is viewed but it 
may be helpful to remember that communal worship was 
never intended to be a time for individuals to conduct their 
private devotions. Our time together on Sunday morning is 
a time to gather as community to worship God and share 
in ministry with one another.  

At a child’s baptism we, as a congregation, make a 
promise to help nurture the faith of the child. One very 
important way to care for our children is to include them in 
worship so each one will know that they are valued and 
welcome in the community of the church. By giving 
children their rightful place in worship we are living the 
vow made at baptism and living into our mission to build 
the “beloved community of God”  

The spirit of the “Children in Worship” may be summarized 
with these words printed in the brochure:“Children are not the 
church of the future ; children are the church of today”. As our 
kids grow into their faith, it may be helpful to remember that 
Jesus was once a child.  Jesus grew in wisdom and maturity. 
He gained favor from God and people. ~ Luke 2:52    

May we each take a part in building a beloved community 
where thought and wisdom is free to grow.   

Words of Gratitude from our 
Peace Church Treasurer 

Woohoo!! Hip Hip Hooray!!! Yippee!!!! 

We did it!! Thank you, and you, and 
you,…oh, and you, too. After some ticklish 
financial moments nearing the end of 
2014, we all helped to end Peace UCC’s 
year to the good. Thank you all. 

I’m reminded of a motto that my old 
church in Milwaukee had adopted: “In the 
city for good”. It’s a bit of a double 
entendre. For good, forever, to stay. 
They’re not going away as long as there is 
ministry to be done. And to do good. They, 
like us, have a mission to minister to the 
needs of both the members and the 
greater community. 

Peace Church certainly does that. This 
place is busy every single day of the 
week, doing justice, loving kindness, and 
walking humbly with our God. May we 
always continue to do so. When all of us 
join together to help, that will continue to 
be a reality. For good. 

Thank you again. 
Kirby Wood, Treasurer 

By Cindy McLean 
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Acting for Justice 

Voices for Justice    Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice.  We are energized and 

heartened by hearing each other’s stories.  Each month, we will share a brief story from members of our 
community, learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes.  If you would like to share 
your story, or want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office.   
Every story is a gift. 

Steve Coll:  Creating Community through Art  
Steve Coll’s perfect quote for a bumper sticker would say, “Have you 

hugged your community today?” Steve’s passion is community building. 
He uses his creative talents as an artist and musician to bring people 
together locally and internationally in the pursuit of peace and harmony.  

Steve views social concern as the need to be creative and to foster 
creative expression in others. One way he has done this is by serving as 
curator of the Peace Church gallery wall, which Steve has done since 
2003. Among his most memorable hangings was Native painter and 
social justice activist Carl Gawboy’s 2009 exhibition. While his paintings 
were on display, Gawboy gave a series of lectures on peace and social 
justice in the sanctuary.  Another favorite gallery exhibition was the 2011 
showing of Joel Cooper’s prints, along with poetry by Deborah Cooper, Duluth’s 2012-2014 Poet Laureate. This 
showing was such a success that it was up on the gallery wall for nine months. 

Steve believes that “faith is about being able to question things.” He does not believe that being faithful is 
having a locked-in sense of what is right and wrong, and what one must do and when they must do it. Faith is 
putting all of one’s questioning into action and just showing up— showing up at the right time and lending 
support by just being present. Peace Church has been important in his faith journey.  Pastor Kathy has been an 
encouraging force along the way, supporting an open-minded approach.  Steve was a regular attendee of the 
long-running group “Questions along the Way.”  During its tenure, this group suited Steve well because of its 
flexible agenda: no book, no mission, just show up and talk. The credo of the group was, “There are no right 
answers, no dogma, and by experiencing doubt you can become more faithful.” 

Steve moved to Duluth fifteen years ago, landing in the Hillside neighborhood next to the Bowen-Bailey 
family. He has dubbed himself the Bowen-Bailey children’s “gay uncle” and credits this active Peach Church 
family for steering him towards our church. Other Peace Church members who Steve names as being close 
friends and supporters of his faith and creative endeavors are Steve Horner, Tom Liddle, Gary Boelhower and 
Gary Anderson. Gary and Gary insisted that he play the piano at their wedding.  

Susan Ranfranz and Annette Strom are close friends who are regular dancers in Peace Church’s Cabaret. 
This beloved annual event at Peace began nine years ago when Steve voiced interest in putting on a cabaret 
and received support from the Worship and Arts committee to make it a reality. He laughs as he states, “if you 
do something well, they expect you to do it annually.” He is grateful for the opportunity to bring together talented 
Peace Church and community members for this show. He recalls the very first production when the flutist he had 
lined up as the opening act cancelled two hours before the show.  Young Paul Winchester, who was scheduled 
to perform, stepped in and called his father Dave, who came out and opened the cabaret with a bang!  Steve 
states, “It’s how our church keeps vital, keeps doing what is right over and over again.” 

Internationally, Steve has been an active participant in bridging relationships between Americans and the 
people of Cuba. He has travelled twice as a member of Witness for Peace delegations. He admits that at first he 
was drawn to the romantic idea of going to Cuba; however, once he had experienced the rich Cuban culture and 
generous people he was captivated. He loves the “wildness” of Cuba and was able to paint watercolors with 
themes including organic farms, green mountains, native people and animals. He is excited about continuing his 
relationship with the Martin Luther King Center in Havana. The Center is a community gathering place, with a 
watering hole. There is a water purifier at the Center and people come to collect fresh water.  He feels a likeness 
between Peace Church and the MLK Center in Havana—both are places for the community to gather, quench its 
thirst, and support one another.  

It was such a pleasure to talk with Steve.  I was impressed with his excitement over the importance of 
community building. His laid-back, simple recipe for making a difference in the community gave me the hope that 
all of us can make a difference.  Remember all we have to do is just show up! 

Interviewed by Colette Knudsen   Thank you to Pamela Mittlefehldt for editing Voices for Justice  each month! 

 

Steve with one of 
his paintings that 

hangs in our 
Fireside Room. 



12 

 

Ties That Bind Workshop 

Monday March 9, 6:30-8:30pm 

First Workshop of the New Year 

Finishing old projects and starting new ones! 

Call Jo Johnson with any questions: 525-3779. 

    Acting for Justice Hub                         Health and Wellness Team,  

2015 CROP Walk 
         CROP Walks help raise awareness of hunger in the 
world and in our community.  The walks also help raise 
funds to alleviate hunger. 

         The 2015 Twin Ports CROP Walk has been scheduled 
for Sunday, March 8, 2015.  Registration will begin at 1:30 
and the walk will begin at 2:00.   

         Again this year it will be held at the Bagley Nature 
Center, just across West St. Marie Street from the UMD 
campus. 

         And again this year, given that March is the middle of 
winter, participants will have the option of snowshoeing or 
cross country skiing the course. (A limited number of 
snowshoes will be available to use.) 

         The sliding hill will be ready for the young at 
heart.  The campfire will be going to keep warm by, and 
maybe even toast a marshmallow or two.  And of course the 
center's building will be open with refreshments and musical 
entertainment. 

         Packets of information will be available by the middle 
of February.  For more information contact Joel Huenemann 
at 715-392-4751 or UnitedPresbyterianChurch@gmail.com. 

Somayoga Class 

Thursday 10-11am — Fireside Room 

Want to improve your balance, strength, 
flexibility and mindfulness? Attend the 
SOMAYOGA class offered every Thursday 
morning in the fireside room. This class is a 
blending of somatics (a technique to increase 
muscle awareness), therapeutic yoga, and 
classic Hatha yoga.  It is safe and gentle and 
involves a combination of chair, standing, and 
mat poses.  If you are unable or prefer not to 
move to standing or the floor, you are 
welcome to stay seated.  This class is suited 
for all levels of ability.  Please come and try it 
out or observe a class to see if it is right for 
you.  The cost is a suggested free-will 
offering to Peace Church of $3.00/class.  The 
class is taught by Robin Davidson, Physical 
Therapist and Certified Yoga Instructor. 

Medical Equipment Loan Closet 
The Medical Equipment Loan Closet is now 

open for use. We are still in need of a few 

items. 2 pair of youth crutches (5" 3" and 

shorter) with good grips, tips and pads, 1 

adjustable cane with good tip, one folding adult 

standard walker (without wheels) and 2 two 

each of the following dressing equipment (long 

handled shoe horns, reachers, sock aids, 

dressing sticks). We do not wish to have any 

soft goods (pillows, braces, back supports, etc) 

because they can not be adequately cleaned. 

All items should be "like new" and have no 

need for repair. Please call the church office if 

you have an item(s) to donate before bringing 

them. We have limited space in our closet.   

The purpose of the closet is for members 

and friends of Peace Church to borrow 

equipment for a short period of time (6 weeks 

or less) and to return the equipment in clean 

and working order. If you are in need of a 

specific piece of equipment to borrow please 

call the church office to see if it is 

available.  Thank you! 

Cathy Ameel and the Health and Wellness 

Committee 

Children’s Book Drive 
2015 will hopefully be the biggest 
year for the Dismantling Racism 
Team’s book drive for St.Louis 
County Health and Human Services 
waiting room. So far, 110 books 
have been dropped off in 2015. 
This year, our challenge to Peace 
Church is to hit 2,015 books to be 
dropped off. The children who are 
using the books in the waiting room 

can be in very stressful situations and as a book lover, I am 
well aware of how a book can transport you to a new place 
of adventure, teach you new things, and make you smile 
from your soul as you follow your character!  

We are in need of books ranging from toddler books 
(cardboard, cloth, etc.), to chapter books for the older 
kiddos. The message of the books should be positive, 
equality driven, and appropriate for children of all genders, 
race, and religions. Donating books that you have currently 
is also a great help! The only thing we ask — while 
“previously loved” books are great, please make sure they 
are in good condition, free from writings and torn pages. 
Books can be purchased at any local store, or online at 
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/. The website offers book 
lists, or you may see a book that you loved as a child! Any 
questions please feel free to call or email Katie Robinson or 
any member of the Dismantling Racism Team with any 
questions. Books can be dropped off in the Narthex. Thank 
you very much for your help so far, and let’s make 2015 the 
biggest year of books collected yet!  

mailto:UnitedPresbyterianChurch@gmail.com
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/
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Following are excerpts from the recent Pastoral Letter on Racism taken from the website of the United 

Church of Christ. To read the letter in its entirety, follow the link from our website, www.peaceucc.org. 

 

January 15, 2015 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in the United Church of Christ,  

As the liturgical season turns to Epiphany and our national calendar turns to Martin Luther King Jr. 

Day, we are aware of our profound need for a new awakening of understanding about race and racism 

in our midst. As a church of Jesus Christ, we pray that the Holy Spirit will illuminate our hearts and 

minds and stir us into faithful response to the ongoing manifestation of racism which is evident in tragic 

and painful ways in our communities. 

 

Born in the midst of the Civil Rights Movement and having deep roots in the 19th century struggle to 

abolish slavery, the United Church of Christ has a lasting engagement in the struggle for racial justice. 

The 1991 Pastoral Letter on Contemporary Racism emphasized the Seventeenth General Synod 

declaration that “[r]acism is a sin and an evil that stands as an affront to the Christian faith.” The 2008 

Pastoral Letter that accompanies Sacred Conversations on Race pointed out, “Racism remains a wound 

at the heart of our nation that cannot be wished away or treated carelessly.” These writings from our 

leaders during those years remind us that acknowledging and challenging racism is not new for the 

United Church of Christ. They also remind us that we are theologically and spiritually compelled to 

seek the elimination of racism within ourselves, in the church and in society. 

 

The extrajudicial killing of black and brown men and women by police officers is in and of itself reason 

to cry out against injustice. But the targeted shooting of police officers is also reason to mourn and 

lament the use of violence. We cannot conflate and equate one kind of tragedy with another or simplify 

complex realities that cannot be “fixed” overnight. We should not be creating more strife by 

participating in attempts to make this an “us against them” conflict, nor should we allow ourselves to 

look away from the harsh realities of this historic moment pretending that racism is not at the core of 

the injustice. 

… 

The roots of the issues go far deeper than we would want to admit. Therefore, it is important to revisit 

American history in an effort to understand our current reality in an appropriate context. Our history is 

that of enslavement of people of African descent and the annihilation of the native peoples of the land. 

It includes decades of state-sanctioned segregation and lynching. These are among the realities that 

shape our present. Although slavery, genocide against Native Americans, mob-initiated lynching, and 

segregation have ended, we cannot ignore their lasting impact on present attitudes and behaviors 

regarding race. Nor can we ignore the disproportionately high rates of incarceration of men and women 

of color. 

 

Let us not rush to the language of healing, before understanding the fullness of the injury and the depth 

of the wound... let us not speak of reconciliation without speaking of...how we can repair the breach and 

how we can restore the loss...These words are from a litany prepared by Dr. Yolanda Pierce in response 

to recent events in Ferguson, Missouri, and elsewhere 

… 

Accountability and responsibility do not simply rest with the police. As members of the Christian faith, 

as residents in our communities, as law enforcement officers or family members of law enforcement 

officers, as elected officials, as clergy and lay leaders, as mothers and fathers of those who might be at 

A Pastoral Letter on Racism: A New Awakening 

Continued on the following page. 
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risk, and as individuals seeking to be guided by the Good News that all of us are created in God’s holy 

image, we, too, must confess that we fall short of who we are called to be as followers of Christ. We 

also confess as a denomination that is majority white in membership that we have not lived into our 

commitments to be an anti-racist church and an intercultural, multiracial church to the extent that God 

has called us to be. On matters of race and racism we have lapsed into complacency in part because 

racism seems intractable.  

… 

It is important to understand that the racism we face today, while daunting and seemingly intractable, is 

not the racism Americans of all races faced decades ago. Today, we are more keenly aware that racism 

is more than an individual sin and it involves more than a private injury. Our understanding of racism 

as more than a black/white issue has deepened and now we are able to see that racism is also 

institutional and systemic. We have been re-awakened to the disturbing differences in perception 

among us about how law enforcement functions in our various communities. Thus the need for white 

Americans to continue work on understanding how institutional and systemic racism benefits them has 

been heightened.  

… 

Eradicating racism will happen only as we take action to produce conditions that will allow for the 

fullness of life for those who have suffered its destructive impact, as we work to reorient institutions 

that perpetuate racist practices, and as we dismantle systems that coalesce to produce racial injustice. 

We believe that the United Church in all of its settings can and must engage this kind of action as an 

act of faith and faithfulness to God. To that end we invite you as sisters and brothers in Christ to 

prayerfully consider these actions and others that emerge out of your particular thought and context: 

 
Engage in initiating local church partnerships that bring churches of different racial, ethnic, class, 

linguistic and cultural backgrounds together to engage in relationship building, racism 

awareness learning, advocacy, and mission. 

Initiate or continue engagement in Sacred Conversations on Race. 

Form partnerships to launch and promote literacy initiatives in communities throughout the nation 

as a necessary means of empowerment in the struggle against racial injustice. 

Work with other local churches and ecumenical partners to intentionally engage police agencies in 

constructive dialogue focused on developing appropriate and just policing in communities of 

color. 

Form intentional partnerships with other secular and religious organizations that share a 

commitment to working to eliminate racism, such as the YWCA, the Southern Poverty Law 

Center, the NAACP, the Samuel Proctor Conference and other emerging organizations. 

 

In the 2015 season of Epiphany and beyond, may the Spirit of God embolden us to recognize and resist 

the evolving virus of racism in our social body, encourage us through our hope in Jesus the Christ to 

repair the breach, and embrace us all as we move into the brave spaces of interracial church 

relationships, more just communities, and active engagement to put an end to the evil of racism. 

 

Let not our inaction be an affront to God. Let our actions be a sign of the healing love of Christ through 

the Holy Spirit. 

The Rev. Geoffrey A. Black, General Minister and President 

The Rev. M. Linda Jaramillo, Executive Minister, Justice and Witness Ministries 

The Rev. J. Bennett Guess, Executive Minister, Local Church Ministries 

The Rev. James Moos, Executive Minister, Wider Church Ministries 
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Peace People 

Thank You! 
To David Hoffman, Doug Bowen-Bailey, Jim 

Pospisil, and many others for an incredible Jam’n with 
MLK event on Saturday, January 17.  Thanks to all 
who helped with the refreshments.   

To all our musicians and performers in this year’s 

Cabaret.  Thanks to our Food and Fellowship Team 
for providing the refreshments.  

Special thanks to the following people who watered 

and cared for the indoor plants, including all the 
poinsettias, the past months: Annette Strom in 
December, and Tavis and Amy Westbrook in 
January. 

From Joan Severson: “Thank you to friends and 

family for all of the memorial gifts given in Wes’ 
memory, and all the lovely cards that were sent. The 
large attendance at his service was so nice. Special 
thanks to Jim, Mark, and our choir that made it so 
special. To the kitchen workers serving lunch and all 
of the friends providing treats, thank you. I have all of 
your names. Thanks Pastor Kathy and Tim for 
providing a wonderful homily about Wes and showing 
the photos for folks to see. I’m so blessed.”  

Jacqueline Blomstrom for leading a great program 

for parents of teens on January 7th.  The 
conversations continue on the first Wednesday of 
each month in the narthex at 7 pm.  This is the same 
time as the first year confirmation class.    

From the Northland Chapter of Grandmothers for 

Peace: “Our 27
th
 annual Peaceful toy drive was a 

great success because of your continued 
participation!! Thank you so much.” 

From Life House: “Peace Church, Thank you for 

organizing a Giving Tree for Life House again this 
year. As always, you all went above and beyond. We 
appreciate all you do for Life House! Thanks again, 
Life House staff and youth.” 

From the Loaves and Fishes Community: “Dear 

People of Peace Church, Your toys delivered to the 
Loaves and Fishes Christmas Party brought joy to so 
many faces. Many of the smiles on ‘older’ faces 
included a crumb of pie—thanks to you! Peace.” 

From Western Lake Superior Habitat for Humanity: 

Sincere thanks for your partnership and financial 
contribution to our work. The resources that you 
share with us will continue to support our mission: 
“Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat for 
Humanity brings people together to build homes, 
communities and hope”. 

From Second Harvest Northern Lakes Food Bank: 

Thank you for your generous support, donating 524 
pounds of food, resulting in 419 meals for those in 
need—Thank You! 

From Hildegard House Catholic Worker: “Dear 

Peace Church friends, Thank you so much for all the 
gifts for the members of our house. We are so 
grateful for the circle of community that surrounds us 
and are so glad that your congregation is part of it. 
Please keep us in your prayers as we continue to 
look for guidance and wisdom from the Holy Spirit to 
help us all be safe. Peace, the HHCW crew” 

From the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation: Thank 

you for your honorarium gift for Paul Chappell to 
support our Peace Leadership Program. At our 
foundation, we are committed to developing 
generations of peace leaders who will be lifelong 
advocates for peace in their own communities. In 
2014 Paul reached more than 3,000 college and high 
school students, sharing the program’s transformative 
message around the world. Your support will keep 
our critical work for peace going strong. 

From United Theological Seminary of the Twin 

Cities: Thank you for your commitment to our efforts 
to empower our students in developing the 
knowledge and skills necessary to be 
transformational leaders in this complex world. Your 
gift to our annual fund makes United’s mission 
possible, and we are grateful for your generosity. 
Blessings to all! 

“Dear members of Peace UCC, Thank you for the 

gift of $250 to Twin Ports Ministry to Seafarers. The 
2014 shipping season for ocean going vessels has 
drawn to a close. I want you to know that your 
donation has helped to provide a ministry of welcome 
and hospitality to crew members on those ships. Your 
generosity is a blessing! Sincerely, Pastor Doug 
Paulson, Director” 

Each month we receive thanks from CHUM for our 

monthly congregational support, helping to provide 
basic necessities to those seeking assistance. 
Thanks also for donations to the new Steve O’Neil 
Apartments, and to CHUM street outreach. 

Keep in Your Prayers 
Bria Langdon Larson who is away at a treatment 

facility for several months.  

Peggy Maske at Chris Jensen Care Center.  

Vi Brown at Benedictine Health Center. 

Kirby Wood recovering from a fall and neck 

surgery. 

Sympathy  
Joan Severson on the death of her husband Wes.   

A funeral service was held at Peace Church on 
January 2

nd
.  Thank you to Jim Pospisil and our choir 

for the wonderful music and to all who helped 
prepare, serve and clean up the luncheon.  
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Peace Church Library  
Check it out! 

New adult books: 

It Was on Fire When I Lay Down on It  
by Robert Fulghum 

Learning to Walk in the Dark  
by Barbara Brown Taylor 

The Jew Named Jesus ; Discover the Man 
and His Message by Rebekah Simon-
Peter 

A World Waiting to Be Born : Civility 
Rediscovered by M Scott Peck 

My Life with Martin Luther King, Jr  
by Coretta Scott King 

The Evolution of a UCC Style : Essays in the 
History, Ecclesiology, and Culture of the 
United Church of Christ  
by Randi Jones Walker 

The Chaneysville Incident : A Novel  
by David Bradley  

New children's books: 

Understood Betsy  
by Dorothy Canfield Fisher 

Pimm's Place by Beverly Keller 

Polar Bears Past Bedtime  
by Mary Pope Osborne  

The Search for the Power Orb  
by Adam Rudman 

The Pearl that Changed a Life by Judy Lund 

Smart Survivors by Sneed B Collard 

The Flyaway Kite by Steve Bjorkman 

More Peace People / Library 

Note from Amena 
Through Global Ministries, Peace 
Church is sponsoring Amena Cristovao 
from East Timor as she studies to 
become a lab technician and take her 
skills back to her country. Thanks to 
everyone in our congregation who has 
been a part of Amena’s time here—
especially Tom and Linda Curran who 
hosted her in their home for 2 years, and 
Justin and Jessica Olson, with whom 
she is currently living. If you would like to 
help in any way (think occasional rides to 
or from Lake Superior College, phone 

cards to call home, tutoring in science/medical subjects, etc.), 
contact the church office.  

Dear Members of Peace UCC, 

I am writing to update my experience at school and a little bit 
about my plan for the future. After living with Tom and Monica 
in St. Paul for a year, I moved to Duluth in January 2013 in 
order to continue my pre-requisites at Lake Superior College. 
The last two years in the US, I luckily finished most of my pre-
requisites and started my Medical Laboratory Technician 
program in the fall semester this year.  

The program is a very challenging, but I enjoy it. The classes 
that I took last fall are Anatomy and Physiology (pre-requisite), 
Student Success Seminar as an online class (pre-requisite), 
Zumba, Immunology and Serology and also Med Lab Tech 
Introduction and Instrumentation. Immunology and Serology, 
and Med Lab Tech Introduction and Instrumentation are 
introductory classes for the program, and they have given me 
an idea of how difficult the materials will be as I move in to the 
next semester in January 2015. However, I am dedicated to 
persevering through the demanding program. I have learned a 
lot about the ethics and HIPPA laws that keep patients’ 
information secret. Timorese healthcare workers freely discuss 
patients’ personal information, but when I return, I would like to 
advocate for patients’ privacy. Ethics and HIPPA are great 
topics to learn because I want to create positive relationships 
with my co-workers and my patients.  

I am not sure how long my school will keep me here in 
the US, but with your support, I hope to finish my school 
in late May 2016 and go back to East Timor. In addition 
to my laboratory duties, I want to use my knowledge to 
help patients understand how to protect themselves 
against common diseases in my country, such as 
Malaria, Tuberculosis and Malnutrition. 

Lastly, I would like to thank the Currans and Olsons for 
hosting me, and all of you so much for being such great 
members at Peace Church. Thanks for the bible study 
group that has prayed for my school and my mother’s 
health condition. Also, thank you for the phone cards to 
call my family. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.  

Amena 

PALS group with the NYC skyline in the background. 
They had a great trip  to the Big Apple in January! 
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United Campus Ministry News 
Greetings from United Campus Ministry! Students 

are back in town and geared up for Spring semester. 
We are looking ahead to Monday Dollar Dinners, 
Interfaith panel, Ash Wednesday ecumenical service, 
CROP Walk, One Billion Rising, Cribbage nights, 
brown bag lunches and more.   

We have several opportunities for you and UCM 
to work together.  We are looking for groups to cook 
and serve meals on Monday nights at 5:00 p.m. 
Thank you to Hope UMC, First UMC, and Pilgrim for 
providing a meal last semester.  The students love 
it!  We are also looking for new board members!  We 
meet once a month for an hour and other events as 
they come up.  We are especially looking for 
someone willing to be treasurer.  We thank Craig 
Kvale for all his work as treasurer on the board for 
many years!  And Lastly, the CROP Walk is coming 
up!  More info to come next month, but save the 
date, Sunday, March 8th at 2:00 p.m.  We will again 
be sponsoring this event at UMD's Bagley Nature 
Center. We will ski, snowshoe, sled, and walk the 
trails to raise money and awareness of hunger 
issues in our world and right here in Duluth, 
MN.  This is a great community and campus event to 
work together!  We value your support and give 
thanks for all our supporting congregations and the 
important work you do in the community. Please 
contact me for more info! Cynthia Coffin-Langdon, 
United Campus Minister, ucmduluth@gmail.com 

CHUM / Campus Ministry / Cabaret 

Celebrate the Opening of the  
Steve O’Neil Apartments! 

Tuesday February 3,  

Open House and Tours—12-1:30pm 
Ceremonial Ribbon-Cutting at 2pm 

4th Street and 1st Avenue West 

RSVP to asaboe@1roofhousing.org or 249-0082 

CHUM Annual Meeting 
Tuesday February 24 at 6:30pm 

First Lutheran Church  
1100 E Superior 

6:30-7pm = fellowship; 7-8pm = program and 
speaker. For more info contact Courtney at Chum: 
218-740-2497 or ccochran@chumduluth.org 

Huge thanks to our talented photographers John Ameel,  
Tim Carpenter, and Rolf Hagberg for generously sharing their great photos!  

mailto:ucmduluth@gmail.com
mailto:ccochran@chumduluth.org
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Community 

Monthly Shape Note Singing 

Sunday February 1, 2-4 p.m 

Friends' Meetinghouse (1802 E 1st St).  

More info: Leslie White (218-728-9545) 

The Pink Scarf Project 
The pink scarf project in honor of women with breast 

cancer is ongoing. On these cold winter nights, it’s a 
perfect time to knit. The scarves will be joined with the 
150 foot scarf that adorned the nartex this October. 
Information on details are in the pink basket in the narthex, 
or contact Linda Goese at goese@chartermi.net. 

Give blood. Give life to someone in need. 
Blood Drive planned for Peace 
Church one Sunday in March. 

We need at least 25 people interested in 
giving blood so we can schedule a blood 

drive on a Sunday morning. Look for a sign-up 
sheet in the narthex, and watch emails and 
bulletins for the date of the blood drive. 

Every 2 seconds someone needs blood. The need 
is constant. The supply is not. Local nonprofit 
Memorial Blood Centers needs your help to 
ensure a stable blood supply this winter, when 
blood donations are often low. Please consider 
giving blood. Your simple act of giving can make a 
life-saving difference to someone in need. 

Every Life Matters Rally 

February 23 in St. Paul 
On December 11th, a group of 50 people gathered 

at Peace Church for a memorial bell ringing and candle 
lighting on the 2nd anniversary of the Sandy Hook 
elementary school shooting. The moving memorial was 
followed by a lunch and community discussion about 
what we can do about gun safety reform. Out of that 
discussion came the idea of traveling to the Capitol for 
a rally for gun violence prevention to call attention to 
the need for gun safety reform and meet with our 
legislators to let them know we want them to act. 

The rally will be on February 23rd at the Kelly Inn 
(the Capitol Rotunda is closed for renovation) at 11:00 
a.m. It is called "Every Life Matters." The Northland 
Brady/Protect Minnesota chapter has reserved a bus 
for the occasion. We would need to leave early 
( around 7:30 a.m.) and could park in the Peace 
Church parking lot.  

If you are interested, the cost will be between 
$25.00 and $30.00 per person depending on how many 
go. (not including any food you may buy for lunch) 
Please respond to Joan Peterson if you are interested 
in taking this trip.  joan.peterson1@gmail.com    218-
428-6570.  

Musicians Needed for  
St. Luke’s Hospice Program 

by Jim Larson 
I have been a volunteer in this program for over two 

years.  I mostly play music but I also listen and provide 
conversation on a weekly basis.  Yes, sometimes it can 
be a bit difficult but I am in awe of the lifetime of stories 
that often come out.  I have been inspired by people's 
lives so much.  There is always a need for musicians. 
The person to contact is Marilyn Fifield, the St. Luke's 
Hospice Volunteer Coordinator at 249-6105 or I can be 
contacted at 724-9252.    ~ Jim Larson 

Gospel Mass 
First United Methodist (Coppertop) 

On Sunday, February 8, 2015 at 3 p.m., First 
United Methodist Church’s Sanctuary Choir and 
guest choir, Northwestern High School Chamber 
Choir, will be performing a concert featuring Robert 
Ray’s “Gospel Mass.” The concert will be held in 
the sanctuary at First United Methodist Church (the 
“Coppertop Church”), 230 E. Skyline Parkway, 
Duluth. The work combines the words from the 
traditional Catholic Mass with the harmony and 
rhythm of contemporary African-American music. 
In addition, each choir will perform selected 
repertoire focusing on spirituals and gospel music. 
Michael Goodlet, choir director of both choirs, will 
conduct the performance.  A freewill offering will be 
taken.  

Escalating Inequality Fundraising Dinner 

Friday, February 6, at 6 pm 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation  
of Duluth   

Cost: Free will offering 

Come for chili dinner and music by Rachael 
Kilgour. Educational materials will be available to 
help build knowledge and interest around this 
issue. This fundraiser is to supplement the costs of 
sending a delegation to the Rising Inequity 
Conference at the Unitarian Church of Evanston, 
Illinois on February 20-22. The conference is 
designed to train its attendees to return prepared to 
facilitate trainings on the topic of escalating 
economic inequality.  If you are interested in 
attending the conference, call (218) 724-4105 by 
February 2nd.     

mailto:joan.peterson1@gmail.com
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 Nursery 
 1 Justin/Jessica Olson, Tom Heinitz, Elena Davidson, Sylvie Bowen-

Bailey 

 8 Karen Sheldon, Lori Seele, Katherine Skwira-Brown, Chloe Benson 

15 Patty Beech, Lara Hamsher, Hannah Carpenter, Ella Brown 

22 Matt/Patty Johnson, Agatha Pokrzywinski 

February Volunteer Schedules 

 Lay Readers 

 1 8:30: Lynn Devlin 

 10:30: Patty Beech 

 8 8:30: Marge Anderson 

 10:30: Jen Pearson 

15 8:30: Sarah Jessico 

 10:30: Corrie Ehrbright 

22 8:30: Bob Stevens 

 10:30: Phyllis Cook 

 Greeters—10:30 
 1 Kim, Lee & Ali Kruger 

 8 Katie Robinson, Marcus &  
Barbara Lovejoy 

15 Lisa, Ella, & Andrea Brown 

22 Marc & Maggie Fink, Anne 
Skwira-Brown 

Damiano Soup Kitchen 
February 8 

1:30 - 4:00 - Ann Sudoh, Laurie 

Berner, Stacy Holden family 

4:30 - 6:30 - Loni Cran-Hovis, 
Phyllis/Scott Mead, Tom/Kim 
Heinitz 

Monday Meals at Dorothy 
Day House (1712 Jefferson) 
 2 Sarah Nelson 

 9 Carla Larson 

16 Corrie Ehrbright 

23 Deb Cooper 

8:30 Communion Bread 
 1 Annette Strom 

 8 Leslie Williamson White 

15 Bob/Kay Stevens 

22 Janell Kohls 

Coming up — March 

Coordinators:  

Lisa & Bill Pomroy, 525-1091 

Marge Paulson, 464-0561 

John And Kathy Bray, 525-4220 

Steve Coll, 726-0694 

Karola & Rick Dalen, 384-9779 

Sarah Nelson & Joe Ehlers,  
391-0065 

Andy & Libby Fena, 525-1356  

Dick & Linda Goese, 525-3412 

Laura Greensmith, 340-9110 

Paul & Judy Hlina, 398-5453 

Jen Pearson & Doug Hoffman, 
525-0099 

Pam Kramer, 726-0395 

Jonie Langdon & Cynthia Coffin, 
260-3114 

Doug Zaun & Emily Larson,  
728-3375 

Deborah McLeod, 393-1517 

Barbara & Marcus Lovejoy,  
464-1330 

Dave & Stacey Stark, 393-4003 

Susan Streitz, 724-0759 

Steve Davis & Terese Tomanek, 
724-1363 

Lori Williams, 341-4324  

Gudrun & Geoff Witrak, 724-0726 

Coffee Hour Committees 

February 

Coordinators:  

Marsha & Tom Hystead, 728-3152 

Pat & Lynn Devlin, 728-2592 

February 1—Lynn 
Communion Set-up: Devlins 

Set-up: Denise Perry, Lynn Devlin 

Serve: Rick/Karen Morgan, Cindy 
Butcher 

Clean-up: Kinneys 

February 8—Marsha 
Set-up: Witraks 

Serve: Ameels 
Clean-up: Blum/Erickson 
Cookies: all plus Colette Knudsen 

February 15—Marsha 
Set-up: Jon Barry 

Serve: Gaidelis-Langer 
Clean-up: Stenerson/Boyle 

Cookies: all plus Campbell/Hess 

February 22—Marsha 
Set-up: McLeans 

Serve: Kelli/Peter Farell 
Clean-up: Ranfranz Manthey, Heidi 

Severson 
Cookies: all plus Brenda Steele 

Please bring 5 dozen cookies, 

bars, crackers or fruit  

on your day to help. 

Thank you! 

 10:30 Ushers    (Lead Usher in bold) 
 1 Naomi Christensen, Jake or Anne Romberg, Julie Flotten, Alison 

Wood 

 8 Naomi Christensen, Phyllis Cook, Julie MacKenzie, Zoe Simpson  

15 Naomi Christensen, Makoons Miller-Tanner, Laurie Berner, Ellen 
Shelhon 

22 Naomi Christensen, Nettie Bothwell, Cindy Macaulay, Katie  
Robinson 

15 Gayle & Jack Kelly 

22 Steve Coll, Jon Barry 

  8:30 Ushers  
 1 Lynn & Pat Devlin 

 8 Jim & Cindy McLean 

Acolytes 
 1 Kaisa Robinson, Jackson 

Wagner-Lundberg 

 8 Mary Boyle, Sam Clark 

15 Claire Ehlers-Nelson, Leila 
Ehrbright 

22 River Fena, Kyra Hovis 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/acolyte72_web.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/2009-09-01.htm&usg=__0KYVlvahqVkI18mB_wvAAPeSL3A=&h=300&w=327&sz=10&hl=EN&start=37&sig2=uGY
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Peace United Church of Christ 

1111 North 11th Avenue East 

Duluth, MN 55805 

 

(218) 724-3637 

www.peaceucc.org 

E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 
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PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF    

Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Minister: Jackie Falk 

Youth and Children’s Ministries: Mark Hakes  

Visitation: Cheryl Walsh 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY—9-3, PHONE:  218-724-3637 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Kathy:  knelson@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org    

 Jim: jim@peaceucc.org    Mark: mark@peaceucc.org      Jackie: jackie@peaceucc.org 

    Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org    Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Assistant: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


