
I am concerned that my child may disrupt the 

service. Should I take my child out of worship if 

he or she starts to make noise? 

After church on Sunday, my  kids and I had a 

great conversation.  

What can I do to make the worship service 

more meaningful to my child? 

Wow! Look at all the kids! 
I do not have children. 

What is my role? 

I am so happy that my child has trusted and 

loving adults in his or her life. 

This pamphlet is designed to address these 
thoughts and questions. 

Why are children included in worship 
at Peace Church? 

Building the Beloved 
Community of  God 

People were bringing little children to Jesus in 

order that he might touch them; and the 

disciples spoke sternly to them. 14But when 

Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to 

them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not 

stop them; for it is to such as these that the 

kingdom of God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, 

whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as 

a little child will never enter it.’ 16And he took 

them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and 

blessed them. – Mark 10:13-16 

We take our lead about kids in worship from 

Jesus, who said ”let the children come.” Our kids 

need to be in worship in order to know they too 

are part of this beloved community. Praising God, 

praying, singing, reading and listening are not 

something just grownups do. We all share in this 

together, and we are enriched by the diversity of 

people sharing in the sacred time. 

We learn by doing, and it is the same with 

worship. Kids who grow up going to worship are 

much more likely to worship as adults. It is 

something they know, and it can bring comfort 

and joy as they move out into the world. 

I love looking around at our Peace Church 

people, young and old, in worship together. I love 

hearing all the voices mixed together singing 

songs of justice and hope. I believe this is what it 

means to be one in the Spirit. And it is our kids 

who bring in the light of Christ to mark the 

beginning of our worship and who remind us to 

carry that light and love back out in the world at 

the end of the service.  

Let us follow them out in joy, 

Pastor Kathy Nelson 

Teach children how they should live, and they 

will remember it all their lives.~ Proverbs 22:6 

 

Whoever  

accepts a child  

in my name 

accepts me  
~ Matthew 18:5 

 

Jesus grew in 

wisdom and 

maturity. He 

gained favor 

from God and 

people. 
~ Luke 2:52 

Children are welcome in 
worship at Peace Church! 

Have you heard any of these comments? 



Children are not the church of the future; children are the church of today 

 
Thoughts for Children 

Pick up an activity bag right outside the door. 

Make a name tag to wear. We want to know who 

you are! 

Come on down for Children’s Time. If you want, 

bring a big person along. 

Ask to sit in a place where you can see. 

Say good morning and shake hands during the 

greeting time. 

Would a prayer help someone you know? Ask the 

congregation to pray for that person at prayer time. 

Can you find the songs and Bible verses we are 

going to use in the service? 

In third grade, you can be an acolyte. 

After church come down to the Fellowship Hall for 

a cookie and juice! 

To be the whole body of Christ it is important and necessary to include people of all ages. Children bring enthusiasm & energy, older people wisdom & experience.   

All are parts of the body. 

Sitting next to the aisle or in a front pew will give 

children a better view and may help them feel part 

of the service. 

We love pew art. Paper is provided in the pew. 

Have your children draw a picture – maybe about 

the Children’s Time. 

Have your child come to the front of the church for 

Children’s Time. Children are always welcome to 

bring a big person with them. 

Pick up a children’s activity bag. Children may look 

as if they are merely coloring a picture or reading a 

book, but they are very aware of what is going on 

around them.  

Snacks are welcome. 

If young children become disruptive, feel free to 

take them out of the service. Try again next week. 

They’ll grow into it. If it works best for your family, a 

staffed nursery is available for children under 5. 

 

Children can assist in worship. Usher or greet with 

your child. Children in 3rd grade may be acolytes. 

All ages are welcome to take communion.  We use 

grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available. 

More ideas under  “ Thoughts for Children”. 

Thoughts for Parents and Guardians 

At a child’s baptism we, as a congregation, make a 

promise to help nurture the faith of the child. By 

giving children their rightful place in worship we 

are living that vow.  

During our greeting time, shake hands with 

children near you. Learn their names. If you are a 

greeter at the door, make sure to welcome 

children as well as adults.  

Pass the offering plate to children, too. 

Let a child know how happy you are that he/she is 

with us. Mention something good you saw them do 

during the service—-sing, draw a picture, or speak 

in a soft voice. 

Be understanding of people with young children 

and offer assistance when you can.  

Thank parents or guardians for bringing children to 

worship. 

Remember children in your prayers, even if you do 

not know their names. 

Smile at a child during the service. 

Thoughts for the Congregation 


