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Cover photo :  Celebrating our 142nd Advent Season! 

St. Paul’s German Evangelical Church (later re-named Peace Church) 

was founded on March 11, 1872. The first church building (seen in the 

cover photo) was located on the corner of Third Street and Tenth 

Avenue East. In 1959 the congregation moved to our current location 

on Eleventh Avenue East.  



 Introduction 

Many thanks to everyone who contributed thoughts, writings, and prayers for this, our 

Advent guide for 2014, Messages of Hope. You are invited to read the offerings as 

they call to you, perhaps many times in this season of open waiting and careful watching 

for the appearance of the Divine. 

Faith life is made up of story and practice ,so in this booklet we offer you a chance to 

“unplug.” Practice Advent Waiting by keeping the ritual of the Advent wreath; put your 

household and family into the story. Gather once a week to read and to talk and to light 

up one more candle until Joy, Hope, Peace, and Love shine among you.  

May the Messages of Hope offer a chance to reflect on what this season of waiting 

means in your life. And may it be a blessing to you in your Advent Journey. 

Blessings upon us all. ~ Pastor Jackie Falk 



Advent  

is trampled 

in the mad rush for Christmas. 

 (Haiku by Richard Bauckham) 
 

Teach me to listen, O God, 

to those nearest me, 

my family, my friends, my co-workers. 

Help me to be aware that 

no matter what words I hear, 

the message is, 

“Accept the person I am. Listen to me.” 
 

Teach me to listen, my caring God, 

to those far from me— 

the whisper of the hopeless, 

the plea of the forgotten, 

the cry of the anguished. 
 

Teach me to listen, O God my Mother, 

to myself. 

Help me to be less afraid 

to trust the voice inside— 

in the deepest part of me. 
 

Teach me to listen, Holy Spirit, 

for your voice— 

in busyness and in boredom, 

in certainty and in doubt, 

in noise and in silence. 
 

Teach me, Lord, to listen. Amen. 

 (Adapted by John Veltri SJ, borrowed from 

 Hearts on Fire: Praying With Jesuits) 

Jerry Cleveland Teach Me to Listen 

Holy God, in this Advent 

season of singing, 

performing, entertaining, cooking, 

baking, eating,  

traveling, shopping, giving, 

receiving, may we not miss, 

“Behold I bring you good tidings; 

for unto us is born…”  

Help us to listen. Amen 



"When I was young the town was too. 

 I knew the horse and buggy. 

My pine walls hewn from forest true, 

 the streets then dust or muddy. 

 

Those early times saw hardy men 

 and women sow the land. 

And tend the crops ‘neath summer’s sun, 

 taut-limbed and strong of hand. 

 

On Sundays I became their home, 

 their eyes and words uplifted 

To praise and sing  of the Lord Most High, 

 as one, the meek and the gifted. 

 

A century came and went in me 

 through wars and storms I stood. 

While silent prayers for health and peace 

 ushered forth, a wave of good. 

 

And now, my time runs short, I see, 

 a new church in the making. 

Just up the road, midst mount and tree, 

 new hope and life awaking. 

 

 

Eric Rudd An Old Church Says Good-bye 

I could be sad for the changing times, 

 my flock grown up and moving. 

But instead, with pride, my joy abides, 

 the business here is loving. 

 

So as the bell rings one last time 

 the old and young arriving. 

I’ll look back on a century fine, 

 rejoice that hope is thriving. 

 

When my doors close I’ll thank the One 

 who let me be a shelter 

For the tender needs of a growing town 

 thru snows and summer’s swelter. 

 

Then the silence I might fear will be 

 relieved from across the way. 

Where new sounds spread, like sun on the sea, 

 old songs on a dawning day. 



“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:29-30 

As I write, snow has settled on the ground and winter is upon us.  For Advent in northern 

Minnesota, so much of the waiting and preparing is tied with this season of ice and 

snow.  And while I sometimes think of the verse from Matthew (that I know best from 

Handel’s Messiah) that “my yoke is easy and my burden is light,” more often the line at the 

forefront of my Advent mind is:  “Now is the winter of our discontent.”  

Because, to be quite honest, in the midst of winter when someone needs to get up before 

the sun and shovel out the sidewalk and driveways, the yoke doesn’t always seem so easy.   

This paradox fits in with my reflections on the notion of spiritual gifts - and that as a 

church, we should help people discover their own gifts and passions and then have them 

align their time and energy accordingly.  In many ways, it is Joseph Campbell’s follow your 

bliss advice in a congregational setting.   When we discover our spiritual gifts and spend our 

time using and nurturing them, I think the yoke truly is easy and the burden is light. 

Yet what happens when no one’s spiritual gift is in shoveling the walk or in taking out the 

trash? (That seems to be the case at our house.)  Does that mean we can just let the trash 

pile up inside our home?   Obviously not.  Sometimes things have to get done not because 

they align with people’s gifts and passions but because they simply need to be done. 

That, for me, is also part of the lesson of Advent. In the time of waiting and preparing, 

sometimes the yoke is easy, but sometimes it chafes.  In preparing for Christ’s light to break 

into our lives, we at times need to take on tasks that simply need to be done.  Not because it 

is our spiritual gift.  Not because it is our passion.  But because we are part of God’s family 

and a community that both nurtures us and makes a claim on our time and energy.   

In my experience, the most frequent result of taking on those tasks is great joy.  I may 

start into them begrudgingly or even with a sense of annoyance.  Yet somehow in the “winter 

of my discontent” when taking on what seems to be a burden, God breaks in with the light 

helping me to see that acts which build the beloved community - even if they aren’t a part of 

my gift but simply need to be done - can help me to see that there truly is enough kindness 

and generosity to go around. 

Loving God, help me to keep at the work of building the beloved community, even when 

the yoke rubs me the wrong way.  And in doing so, help me to remember that the reason the 

burden is light is because the weight of the world is in Your hands, not on my shoulders. 

Amen.    

 Doug Bowen-Bailey Preparing to Take on the Yoke 



Advent – the time of hoping, waiting.  Believing that a tentative dawn will deepen and 

broaden, bringing the light of day. 

When I was growing up, my family would sometimes have a “Christmas Saturday” 

during Advent – a day for us to delight in All Things Christmas.  One of my earliest 

writing memories involves sitting down with a blank sheet of paper, and listing the 

plans for the day… baking cookies, singing carols, selecting a new ornament for the 

tree, riding in a sled with my brother, crunching through the night-time snow to take in 

the neighborhood lights.  Often our journey included delivering an amaryllis to an 

elderly friend in a nursing home. 

As an adult, I still love preparing for Christmas.  I can hardly wait until the day after 

Thanksgiving to break out the Peanuts’ Christmas album and nativity.  This year I 

want to create a family Advent activity calendar.   We’ve been brainstorming ways to 

share light: visiting home-bound neighbors, shoveling walks, creating art to give away. 

Pastor Kathy mentioned authentic hope in her sermon today.  This idea resonates 

with me - having hope for the future because we are sharing the abundance – light – 

we’ve been given.   Reasons for hope surround me – my daughter’s kindergarten 

classmates working and laughing together, learning how to be kind to each other and 

all the animals out there; our beautiful Peace Church family – teaching by example, 

sharing joys and concerns, lifting each other up.   

Holy One, in this advent season teach us to be hopeful people, sharing light with 

each other.  Amen. 

Jessica Olson The Time of Hoping 



Advent is about “getting ready” or “waiting” for the birth of Jesus. It is also considered the 

beginning of the church new year. Of course, for most of us our getting ready includes 

shopping, decorating, parties, tree trimming, baking, school concerts and recitals, serving, 

Christmas cards, family demands, and the ever present hope and belief that “...if I just do 

everything right, it will be the perfect Christmas.” But there is no “perfect” because perfect can 

only be found in God. God’s story is one of surprises, joy, and great love. And the biggest 

surprise...in the midst of imperfection, a king is born. 

We offer these devotions so you may practice the ritual of the Advent Wreath at home just as 

it is offered in worship! It is a small moment during the week to stop and get to know God a little 

bit better. It helps our hearts to get ready for Jesus. And it helps us to experience the JOY of 

Jesus’ story! 

If you do the Advent Wreath at bedtime, the practice speaks to the importance of ritual, 

rhythm, and light for a child. Children are able to calm their bodies and their thoughts by 

focusing on the candlelight during story time, sharing, or prayer. An important part of the 

bedtime ritual is blowing the flame out. It’s a great visual signal that the day has officially come to 

a close and now it is time for sleep.  

Your family may celebrate at dinnertime with the wreath as a table centerpiece. Many families 

light the candles every evening at the beginning of the meal as they say grace. 

As Advent time is measured in 4 weeks, pick one time during the week when all your family is 

together. Try to make this a priority and include everyone. It’s also fun to invite others to 

participate. Then follow the directions on the next few pages . 

Remember … this time need not be perfect. We are all just regular families. Everyday stuff will 

be brought to the devotional time. But God knows us and wants us to come to Him just as we 

are. 

Invite everyone one to participate, possibly assigning the readings. If children can’t read, invite 

them to lead by repeating statements after you. 

Adapted from Advent Candle Time by Andrea Fieldhouse 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 
~ Step out of the schedule 

~ Take a long, loving look at your God 
~ Light your candle 
~ Shut off the lights 
~ Silence the electronics 
~ We begin in the name of Creator, Sustainer, and Comforter…  



Light One Candle 
 

Background: With the first candle, we hear God’s promise of HOPE given long ago by 

the prophet Jeremiah.  

 

Sing verse one of   “Awake!  Awake, and Greet the New Morn” 

 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house 

of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous 

Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by 

which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”                            ~ Jeremiah 33:14-16 

(or read page 178 in the Spark StoryBible)  

 

Questions:  

 What are your favorite words or phrases? 

 What is coming in the future?  

 How will life be different when God’s promise is kept? 

 

Prayer: 

Gracious God, 

We awaken on this new day of Advent in the spirit of waiting.  May the angels that heralded 

the birth of our Savior fill our hearts, minds, and spirits with the hope of their message: the 

message that you come to us to lead us out of despair, to lead us out of fear, to lead us out 

of worry, and into your healing presence filled with HOPE. 

 

We wait with hope this Advent season. Let us be beacons of hope and messengers of 

peace in the world, midwives to the birth of love in every empty manger heart that yearns to 

receive the unexpected gift of Christ. Amen. 

November 30, 2014 Advent ~ Week One  



Light Two Candles 
 

Background: With the second candle, we learn of God’s prophet, but still an infant,  

John the Baptist, who will prepare the way for Jesus, the bringer of PEACE. 

 

Sing the first two verses of   “Awake!  Awake, and Greet the New Morn” 

 
76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the 

Lord to prepare his ways, 77to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness 

of their sins. 78By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 

into the way of peace.                                                                                                    ~ Luke 1:76 -79 

(or read page 208 in the Spark StoryBible)  

 

Questions:  

 What are your favorite words or phrases?  

 What will the baby John do? 

 Where will our feet be guided? 

 

Prayer: 

Gracious God, 

As we light this candle, may we hear the humble song of the Savior, who calls to our hearts, 

some of them broken, , some of them lonely, singing words of peace and healing. 

May your peace fill our hearts, and so inspire us, that we may bring peace to our families, 

to our communities, and to our world. 

 

We await the coming of the Prince of Peace. Let us be beacons of hope and messengers 

of peace in the world, midwives to the birth of love in every empty manger heart that yearns 

to receive the unexpected gift of Christ. Amen 

December 7, 2014 Advent ~ Week Two  



Light Three Candles 
 

Background: With the third candle, in the words of the prophet Isaiah, we hear of the JOY 

that God never gives up on us but makes a new way of salvation  

 

Sing the first three verses of “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” 

 

You will say in that day: I will give thanks to you, O Lord, for though you were angry with 

me, your anger turned away, and you comforted me. 2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, 

and will not be afraid, for the Lord God is my strength and my might; he has become my 

salvation. 3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.        ~ Isaiah 12:1-3 

 

Questions:  

 What are your favorite words or phrases?  

 What did God’s anger become? 

 What does God give us?  

 

Prayer: 

Come, Lord Jesus, to our world, a world where there is injustice, hunger, despair, and 

longing.  In deepest nights you come to us with your healing balm of compassion and 

tenderness, coaxing us into your world of joy. 

 

Create in us a fountain of joy that spills over into all the world where we live and work and 

play, helping them to be places of true contentment. 

 

We await your coming with joy. Let us be beacons of hope and messengers of peace in the 

world, midwives to the birth of love in every empty manger heart that yearns to receive the 

unexpected gift of Christ. Amen. 

 

December 14, 2014 Advent ~ Week Three  



Light Four Candles 
 

Background:  With the fourth candle, we hear the words of the promise of a new reign of 

LOVE from the prophet Micah. 

 

Sing four verses of   “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” 

 
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you 

shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient 

days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought 

forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand 

and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his 

God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5and he 

shall be the one of peace.               ~ Micah 5:2-5 

(or read page 194 in the Spark StoryBible)  

 

Questions:  

 What are your favorite words or phrases?  

 Who shall come from Bethlehem? 

 What does God give us?  

 

Prayer:  

Gracious God of love,  

Help us to open our hearts to the wonder of your love for us.  Let your tender, yet fierce 

love be our guide each and every day.  Let love be our song in our families, let love be our 

prayer in our work for justice, and let love be our endless story told to the world. 

 

Fill us, and our world, with your Love. Let us be beacons of hope and messengers of peace 

in the world, midwives to the birth of love in every empty manger heart that yearns to receive 

the unexpected gift of Christ. Amen. 

December 21, 2014 Advent ~ Week Four  



Light Four Candles 

Light the Christ Child Candle 

 

Sing verse four of  “Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn” 

 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 

light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. 3You have 

multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 

harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 

across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 

burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority 

rests upon his shoulders, and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace.               ~ Isaiah 9:2-6 

 

Questions:  

 What are your favorite words or phrases?  

 What happens for the people in darkness? 

 What will the child be named?  

 

Prayer: 

Gracious God, 

On this holy night when all the angels sing for joy, when the shepherds are called from the 

hills, when the animals in the manger take notice of new life, may we be called to the manger 

to be warmed and infused with the light, Your light, the Light of the World. 

 

Fill us and our world with your Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. Let us be beacons of hope 

and messengers of peace in the world, midwives to the birth of love in every empty manger 

heart that yearns to receive the unexpected gift of Christ. Amen. 

December 24, 2014 Christmas Eve 



Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, 

an angel heralds its dawning, 

sing out your joy, for Christ will be born, 

God's gift, this Child of our longing. 

Christ comes as a baby weak and poor, 

to bring all hearts together, 

to open wide the heavenly door, 

and live here inside us forever. 
 

To everyone who sorrows or fears, 

Emmanuel comes asinging; 

the humble song is quiet and clear, 

but fills the earth with its ringing. 

Music to heal the broken soul 

and hymns of loving kindness, 

the thunder of the anthems roll 

to shatter all hate and injustice. 
 

In deepest night Christ's coming shall be, 

when all the world is despairing. 

Where people long to love and be free, 

Christ comes to speak of God's caring. 

A soul without voice breaks forth in song, 

a lame one leaps in wonder, 

the weak are raised above the strong, 

and weapons are broken asunder. 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, 

though winds blow wildly and cheerless, 

the rising sun shall crown you with light, 

be strong and loving and fearless. 

Love be our song and love our prayer, 

and love, our endless story, 

may God fill every day we share, 

and bring us at last into glory. 

by Marty Haugen Awake, Awake 

Words & Music: Marty Haugen (© 1982  G.I.A. Publications, Inc.)   



 




