
  

 

JUNE 2014 DECEMBER 2014 

Christmas Eve Worship 
December 24 at 4pm and 10pm 

    The 4pm service will have a hymn sing 

half an hour before the 4pm worship 

begins.  This service includes a children’s 

time, lots of music by youth and their 

families, and a drama led by our youth. We 

will end in candle light and “Silent Night” 

played by the Hanka family. Jim Pospisil, our music 

director, is working with our youth to put together an 

orchestra to play. If you are interested in participating 

speak with Jim or come to rehearsals at 11:45am 

on Sundays, December 14 and 21.    

The 10 pm service will include anthems by our 

senior choir, brass accompaniment, music by Paul 

Winchester, and a homily by Pastor Kathy. It will also 

end in candlelight and “Silent Night” played by Cathy 

Ameel on harp. Join us this holy evening as we 

worship our God with Us!  This service will be 

audiostreamed from our website. 

Christmas Eve Supper  
5 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

All are Welcome! 
Join us in the Fellowship Hall for a Christmas Eve 

supper of soup and salad following the 4 pm service. . 

This is a great time to gather with others who may be 

alone or whose families are far away! There are 

always Christmas cookies too.  

Let Pastor Kathy or Cindy McLean know if you can 

help by bringing bread, salad, soup or cookies. There 

will also be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  

Christmas Caroling 
Sunday December 21 – after lunch at church   

    Join us for a light lunch of soup, then caroling to 

some of our members living in local nursing homes or 

assisted living residences.  It is a great way to get out 

and sing with our members! 

Prayers Around  
the Cradle  

  Wednesdays in December 
  7:30pm in the Sanctuary  

This meditative worship will begin 
on December 3. It includes quiet 
singing, silence, prayer and the 
lighting of candles. Take time each 
week for reflection and prayer as we journey toward 
Christmas. This service will continue each 
Wednesday until Christmas. Gudrun Witrak, Beth 
Bartlett and Jane Rupel will help to lead this time of 
prayer. The liturgy lasts about 20 minutes, based on 
each participant’s need for silence and prayer. 

Choir Cantata  
“Christmas Oratorio” 

Sunday December 14 at the 10:30 Service 
Sunday, December 14, the choir will be 

performing selections from J.S. Bach's "Christmas 
Oratorio".  In addition to the choir, this will feature 
several soloists and orchestra. It will be narrated by 
Gary Anderson, and the congregation will be singing 
hymns throughout. 

ADVENT and CHRISTMAS at PEACE CHURCH 

Peace Church 
Christmas Pageant 

2013 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Sunday December 21 at the 10:30 service  

“Merry Christmas Davy” 

Join Davy Rabbit and the Rabbit family as they 
discover the true meaning of Christmas. Come and 
enjoy the talent of our Peace Church kids! 

We are looking for children and youth to provide prelude music before the pageant.  
Talk to Mark if you would like to sing or play an instrument on December 21. 
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From Lead Pastor Kathy Nelson 

On Sunday December 21
st
 we will go caroling to 

some of our homebound members. I love this 
tradition. We will sing to Virginia Nelson who will be 99 
on December 7

 
and still lives in her own home, then 

we will go see Vi Brown at Westwood, and finally on 
to Wes Severson and Peggy Maske at Chris Jensen 
Nursing Home. We will be singing to and with people 
who have already come a long way on their journeys, 
people who have gone through so many things in their 
lives. 

Talia Beech Brown joined our group with her mom 
Patty last year. Talia had just turned 16, so we sang 
Happy Birthday to her and Laurie Berner, who was 
also part of the group. Joan Severson remarked how 
she remembered Talia as just a small girl. Over the 
years we have shared journeys and shared songs. 

Mary, the mother of Jesus, wasn’t even 16 as she 
made her way to Bethlehem. Such a young girl for 
such an awesome task—to bear God’s love into the 
world. What songs might Mary have been singing on 
her journey? We know of her Magificat, an amazing 
song of the hungry being fed and the poor lifted up. 
Perhaps that song kept her going as she walked or 
rode. Bethlehem is ninety miles from Nazareth. Ninety 
miles Mary and Joseph traveled together, about three 
days journey at a fairly good pace. Ninety miles of 
wondering, will the child come now, will they make it in 
time? Where will they stay? 

They make it to Bethlehem. “O little town, how still 
we see thee lie…” And there she gives birth to her first
-born son. “Yet in your dark streets shineth the 
everlasting light.” She wraps him in swaddling clothes, 
bands of material, binds him tight, to keep him safe. 
Luke mentions these bands of cloth three times in this 
story. He makes a point of it. Swaddling was normal 
and meant taking good care of a newborn, but these 
swaddling clothes are also a reminder of another 
wrapping in cloth, a linen shroud. “The hopes and 
fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.” 

We continue to share news that began in 
Bethlehem. James Forbes, the pastor of Riverside 
Church in New York City, writes this: “Christmas 
focuses, for us Christians, on the action in the city of 

David, but it is linked with the action in any city where 
hopes and fears compete for territory, for hearts and 
minds, in communities and nations where men and 
women seek to decide, Which way shall I lean? 
Toward my hopes or toward my fears? 

We can lean toward hope because of this child, our 
Emmanuel, God with us. We can hope because of this 
baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a 
manger, this man wrapped in linen clothes and laid in 
a tomb. Neither the manager–the place of birth–nor 
the tomb–the place of new life–could hold him long. 
Both the swaddling clothes and the linen clothes are 
left behind as signs to us of something more; God 
always has something more in store for us. 

I know this because of the gift of being with you 
and listening to your stories, your messages of hope—
the word “angel” means message. Last year around 
Christmas I made another visit, not to sing but to share 
lunch, with Jan and Mike Nugent, knowing that 
Christmas would be hard for them without their son 
Gregg, who died that September. But even in the pain 
of this deep, deep loss there have been messages–
angels if you will–of hope, dreams of something more. 
Jan said I could share one of her dreams. She woke 
one morning remembering a vivid dream. It took her a 
while to understand it. She saw a band-aid…on the 
band-aid was a text from Gregg. He had often texted 
her using the fewest letters possible, so she had to 
ponder his messages before figuring them out. On this 
band-aid Gregg had texted rt b side u … rt b side u … 

He was with her; it was a healing message on a 
band-aid. It was so fitting for a mother who so often 
put band-aids on bumps and owies. Yes, swaddling 
clothes, linen clothes, and band-aids. We can lean 
toward hope because we are not alone. Rt b side u. 
Our God is with us–Immanuel. 

Let us sing with the one who wanders all our halls 
and asks us to join in the song, “Be not afraid, for 
behold I bring you good news of a great joy which will 
come to all people; for to you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 

Peace friends ~ Pastor  Kathy 

Ecclesiastical Council for Tom Liddle — Wednesday December 10 
All are welcome to Tom Liddle’s Ecclesiastical Council which will be held on  Wednesday, December 10th at 

2 pm at Macalester Plymouth Church in St. Paul.  Tom will be questioned about his ordination paper and other 
topics, and a vote will then be taken by members present to determine whether he is approved for ordination. 
Carpools can be arranged if there is enough interest. Please contact the church office if you would like to attend. 

Tom is a member of Peace Church who has been attending Luther Seminary since returning two years ago 
from East Timor where he and his wife Monica served as missionaries for three years. 
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Sundays in December 
       

We continue to have two services each Sunday morning. At 8:30 we have a weekly Communion Service. 

At 10:30 we have communion on the first Sunday of the month. The sermon at both services is the same.   
Special Music is always needed for our 8:30 service.   

If you would like to sing or play an instrument for any of these Sundays, contact Jim Pospisil, our music director. 

Sunday, December 7 – Second  Sunday of 

Advent and Philippine Partnership Sunday 

Scripture: Isaiah 40:  1 – 11 and Mark 1: 1 – 6 

Sermon: “Comforting?”  

Communion will be celebrated at both of our services.  
Our worship team and choir will provide the music at the 
10:30 service.   

Sunday, December 14 – Third  Sunday of Advent 

Our choir will present their Christmas Cantata at the 
10:30 service.  Pastor Kathy will preach at the 8:30 
service.    

Scripture: Psalm 126 and John 1: 6 – 8.   

Sunday, December 21 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Children’s Pageant, “ Merry Christmas Davy” , will be 
performed at our 10:30 service. 

Pastor Kathy will be our preacher at 8:30 with Luke 1: 
26 – 38 as her texts. The choir will sing at the 8:30 

service. 

Sunday, December 28 – First Sunday of Christmas 

A service of Lessons and Carols will be held at both 

our 8:30 and 10:30 services this morning. If you would 

like to be a reader for this service, please contact Jackie 

or Jim. At 10:30 we will also celebrate the baptism of 

Maggie McConachie.  

A potluck breakfast will be held between the 

services this morning at 9:30. Join us for fabulous 

food and fellowship. Breakfast will be downstairs in the 

Fellowship Hall. Please bring a dish to share. 

Picture Directories   Pick them up on Sundays at church, or in the office anytime.  

Adult Forums 
Every Sunday morning  

9:30 in the Fireside Room 
Join us for a time of learning and fellowship. 

Sunday, December 7 – Penny and Rodger 
Cragun will report back on their recent trip to the 
School of the Americas.  

Sundays, December 14 and 21 – I remember 
the Christmas when . . .   

These two Sundays will be a time of sharing 
memories by church members.  If you have a 
story to tell, please let Pastor Kathy know.     

Sunday, December 28  

 Christmas Potluck Brunch 

Bring something to share as we break bread 
together . . . Always a feast and full of fun!     

 Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
on Sunday, December 28 

We are welcoming people of all ages to 
volunteer to be a reader in worship, either at 8:30 
or at 10:30, on the last Sunday in December, 
December 28, when we celebrate the traditional 
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols.  

The liturgy follows the traditional scripture 
readings of the Christmas season that trace the 
arc of the Bible story of God’s love. Between 
readings we sing all of the favorite Christmas 
carols. If you would like to read, please e-mail or 
call the office to let us know.    

Christmas Fund Offering 
December 21  

   The theme for the 2014 Christmas Fund Offering 
is “A Light is Drawing Near”. For 112 years, the 
Christmas Fund – one of four Special Mission 
Offerings of the United Church of Christ – has been 
a way in which we share the light and love of Jesus 

Christ to those who have so faithfully and selflessly served, and who now find themselves facing unforeseen 
financial crises. 

   One of the unique aspects of the Christmas Fund is that the funds provide direct financial assistance to 
individual UCC clergy and lay church employees – the funds do not support programs or institutions, but people. 
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Small Groups—Faith Formation 

Introduction to Centering Prayer 

Wednesday evenings, 
December 3, 10, & 17  

3:30-5:30pm in the Chapel 

Centering Prayer is a modern Christian 
contemplative prayer practice or a method of 
meditation. Like all methods of meditation the goal 
of Centering Prayer is to free us from what the 
Buddhists call “monkey mind” or the compulsive 
internal chatter of our minds. All the major faith 
traditions have recognized and placed a high value 
on the transforming power of meditation. Modern 
neuroscience gives a scientific description of the 
nature of the healthy changes meditation, including 
Christian contemplative prayer, bring about.  

Using both video and personal presentations, 
these three sessions will provide theological context 
and history, explanations of the method, and 
opportunities to practice. Through the times of 
silence, Centering Prayer is simultaneously a 
relationship with God and a discipline to continually 
foster that relationship.  Its purpose is to learn to 
open ourselves to God’s extraordinary love in 
ordinary, daily life and experience it as a grounding 
force in our sometimes chaotic and always changing 
world. The sessions are planned for Wednesdays at 
3:30 to 5:30pm, December 3, 10, and 17 in the 
Chapel.  

If you have questions or would like more 
information about these sessions, please contact 
Jackie Falk at 218-724-3637 or 
jackie@peaceucc.org.  

Faith Formation  
Questions to help us Form and Re-form…  
The Faith Formation Task Force has been 

exploring how we support the growing and deepening 
of faith here at Peace. We have been asking 
ourselves questions about where and when we see 
the life-giving and renewing encounters that 
strengthen the faith of individuals and families in our 
shared life as a Beloved Community.  Now we bring 
our questions to you. During the month of December 
please look for a chance to give us your thoughts by 
answering these two questions and please tell us all 
that you can.  

1. What is working best for you at Peace Church 
to help you and/or your family grow in your faith? 

2. What else might help you and/or your family 
grow in faith?  

You can send your answers directly by e-mail to 
the office or watch for opportunities to respond on the 
small survey forms we will provide whenever we 
gather.    

We will report back what we learn from these two 
questions In late January. If you would like to join us 
on the Task Force, we will be so glad to have you. 
Join us at 9:30 – 11:30, Saturday, January 17, 
2015, in the Fireside Room. Thanks to all of you  
for your answers. If you have questions or would  
like more information talk with Gary Boelhower or 
Jackie Falk.  

Bible Study of the Gospel of Mark 
Thursday, January 8, 15, 22 

7:00pm in the Fireside Room 
Mark’s account of Jesus’ life is the “edgy” one.  

No pastoral birth stories and all action called for 
“immediately.” Many of the texts we will read in 
worship come from Mark in the coming year. Come, 
get a preview. Get to know the Jesus we meet 
through Mark’s “joyful news.” Led by Jackie Falk. 

Peace Parents 
9:30am most Sunday mornings 

in the Toddler Room 

Peace parents talk of how they want family life to 
weave the sacred into daily life and set their children 
on the path of resilient, vibrant Christian faith. 
Parents are each other’s best resource when sharing 
stories of how they balance the wonder and chaos of 
such a family life in today’s world. Join with other 
Peace Parents of young children in the Toddler 
Room at 9:30 most Sunday mornings. Coffee will be 
served. Jackie Falk will bring resources to expand 
the conversations. But most of all get to know one 
another and build a caring community among the 
families with young children who are here at Peace. 
Tuesday e-mails will announce the plans for the 
coming Sunday mornings.  

Children’s Time at Peace! 
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Holiday Opportunities 

to the Sanctuary Tree 
Our sanctuary Christmas tree is becoming covered in 

doves. Please add one, two, or as many as you would like.  
The dove may be one you already have, one you purchase, or 
one you made.  If you would like, your dove may be signed 
and dated. Adding to the tree is a lovely way to remember 
joining the church, a new baby, the passing of a loved one, a 
marriage or another significant event.  

Thanks to Jim and Cindy McLean for putting up and 
decorating the tree in the sanctuary. Be sure to go up and take 
a closer look at the doves and decorations.  

Take a tag from the Giving Tree! 

Gifts and Pies for Loaves and Fishes  
The annual Loaves and Fishes party will be on 

December 14 this year. Peace Church folks have always 
donated pies and gifts for this event. There’s a sign-up sheet 
outside the office if you can donate pies. Take the pies to St. 
Paul’s Church on 17th Ave. and Superior St. (back entrance) 
between 12:30 and 2pm on Sunday December 15.  

The green tags on the Giving Tree in the Narthex are for 
Loaves and Fishes, and gifts need to be 
returned by December 12. Loaves and Fishes 
wants only nonviolent toys and games 
(unwrapped).  

Gifts for the Life House 

Take a red tag from the Giving Tree to give a  
gift to the youth at Life House. Have it here by December 15, 
unwrapped or in an open gift bag. 

Hildegard House Gifts 

Yellow tags are for Hildegard House (housing victims 

of sex trafficking). Please have gifts here by December 21. 

Peaceful Toys  
for Grandmothers for Peace 

We will be collecting peaceful toys for 
Grandmothers for Peace beginning this 
week and through December 21. You will 
find a box in the narthex. Your contributions 
of creative and peaceful toys will be  
greatly appreciated.  The toys will go to 
Dabinoo’igan Shelter for Native women  
and children.   

Cookies for the Jail 
Every year our congregation 

donates cookies for the Christmas 
program and party at the St. Louis 
County Jail. If you can donate cookies 
to help bring some Christmas cheer to those 
experiencing a stressful time being away 
from their families at the holidays, please 
sign up in the narthex, and bring cookies to 
the church by Monday December 8. A 
volunteer is needed to deliver the cookies 

to the jail on Tuesday December 9. 

Annual CHUM Holiday Concert 
Saturday December 13 at 6:30pm 

at Hope United Methodist Church  
301 West St. Marie St. 

Doors open at 6:30, Concert at 7 pm. 
Performers to be announced. 

All are welcome! 

Free admission with free will donation  

Christmas Eve Day  
CHUM Noon Vigil  

on the steps of City Hall  

Let us make room this Christmas season…
room in our hearts and in our community for 
those who have nowhere to call home for the 
holidays. CHUM invites you to join us as we 
remember those in our community without 
homes and hear the message of hope for a 
new year.  

Advent Devotional Guide  

     In the entryway there is a book of Meditations for Advent 
written by our members, as well as readings for the four 
Sundays of Advent. This is a wonderful guide for families as 
you light Advent candles in your home. Please feel free to 
take one for your own personal devotions in this season. 
Thanks to all who contributed. 

PALS (Peace Adults Learning & Socializing) 
Progressive Dinner — Thursday December 18 at 5:30pm 

The PALS annual Progressive Dinner will be held Thursday, December 18.  We will begin at 5:30 at Dick 
and Linda Goese’s home, progressing to Kirby and Cathy Wood’s home and ending at Mark and Jo Johnson’s 
home.  Please RSVP to Lisa or Bill Pomroy at lisaorbill@msn.com or 525-1091 by December 14, including if 
you are able to help with a course.  Watch for an email update.  All Peace adults are welcome! 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001C_SADN4l9RaDwd1IeAgOdX7LKhWJqA6lKEdl6wBXN6VIZ066Xmu8yN-tyNFrkFS__B5A70qGQ1eQebPKHuiPTOgQTWMTtYYoM7C8cMGvdHbCXq1JTs6M_ybSyUXh8-GS3FEBelJZ_kBGR1KvdhNOcleD_JKIxHn4kaYFB1yWc49zNgn2B0sBHyHfYeJttkekkmIaKTSX6ihWE4JIrEZvTaju5tNXlf9-Ag-L
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Groups, Gatherings, and Opportunities  

Women’s Brown Bag Study Group 
December 17 at noon in the Fireside Room 

(a week earlier than usual) 
This group meets monthly to explore, discuss,  
and reflect on how God is present in our lives through 
good times and bad. Come, we welcome you. Bring 
your lunch; coffee and dessert are provided. Call 
Cheryl Walsh, 525-4129, with any questions. 

Monday Night Women’s Book Group  

Social gathering at Sara’s Table 
December 15 at 6:30pm 
All women are welcome! 

Regular meetings will start up again in January. 

Newcomers and drop-ins are always welcome!  

Team and Committee Meetings 

Stewardship Team will meet on Thursday, 
December 4, at 5pm in Conference Room.  

Worship and Arts Committee will meet on 
Tuesday, December 9 at 5:30 pm in the Sanctuary. 
This team meets to plan worship and discuss what 
is working and what is not as we praise God 
together. All are welcome 

The History Team will meet in the History Room 
on December 10 from 10am-2pm. 

Vibrant Ministry Team will NOT meet this 
month. Next meeting will be January 14 at 4:30pm. 

Property, Food and Fellowship, Children’s Ed., 
and Finance Teams will meet on Wednesday, 
December 10, at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall. We all 
begin downstairs with dinner at 5:30 and then 
break into the various committees and  teams. 

Health and Wellness Team will meet on Sunday 
December 14 at 11:45am in the Conference Room. 
This team is working on an adult forum series 
dealing with end of life issues, preparing to launch 
a fitness challenge for our congregation, and 
beginning a medical equipment loan closet.  New 
folks welcome!  

Acting for Justice Hub meeting Sunday, 
December 14, at 11:45am in the Music Room. We 
will begin with lunch together and then divide into 
our individual teams—Dismantling Racism, Open 
and Affirming, Global Partnership and Peace/
Justice.  New folks are always welcome!   

Adult Ed Team will meet on Tuesday December 
16 at 4:30pm. This team meets to coordinate the 
various adult education opportunities at Peace 
including Sunday morning forums and small 
groups.  New folks welcome.  

Newcomers are always welcome at these 
meetings! 

Meals at CHUM Drop-in Center 
(1st Ave W and 2nd St.)  

Wednesday Breakfast—December 10 & 24 
every other Wednesday, 9am-11am 

Join this fun group to make breakfast at CHUM! 

Extra help needed on Christmas Eve! 

Thursday Dinner — December 18 

Third Thursday of each month 4-6pm 

Help is always welcome! Contact the office or Cathy 
Carlson, cathycarlson62@gmail.com for info. 

Coordinating Council 
The Coordinating Council will meet on Tuesday 

December 16 at 6pm.  
We will provide dinner as we work on our 2015 
budget.   There will only be brief written reports.  

Men’s Breakfast  
December 4 & 18 

7am — Chester Creek Cafe  
We meet every other Thursday at 7am at  

Chester Creek Café for breakfast and conversation.  
All men are welcome. Join us! 

Women’s Spirituality Group  
at the Lenox 

Tuesday December 16 at noon 

Loni Cran-Hovis’ Apartment #710 

Join facilitator Cheryl Walsh for fellowship, 
conversation, and prayer. Lunch is provided. 

Benefit for Aili Kleven 

Saturday, December 13, 4-7pm  
at Peace Church Fellowship Hall 

Aili was diagnosed with neuroblastoma at eight 
months old. She has gone through several rounds of 
chemo and multiple surgeries since then. She is now 
thriving and doing well! You might even hear her 
chattering during church!! Donations of baked goods 
are needed for her benefit dinner. Please contact 
Jennie Emeott at 218-780-7361 if you would like to 
contribute! Thanks so much and we hope to also 
see you at the benefit on December 13. 
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Peace Bell Articles due December 15. 

Come sing in choir!  The Peace Church choir meets every Wednesday at 6pm in the music 

room.  Beginners welcome!  Jim Pospisil directs with Wendy Durrwachter accompanying.  Please contact Jim at 
jim@peaceucc.org, or just show up on any Wednesday.  

Wednesday Activity Schedule  

5pm: Time of Prayer in Chapel 

5-5:30pm: Kids Choir in the Music Room   

5:30-6pm: Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 

6-7pm: Bible Study in the Fireside Room 

Peace Puppets in the Mindanao Room 

6pm: Adult Choir in Music Room 

6:30-8pm: Youth Group in Youth Room 

7-8:15pm: Confirmation in Fireside Room 

There will be childcare provided in the Nursery from 
6-7pm for all children 1st grade and younger. 

No Wednesday Activities  
on December 24 & 31! 

Wednesdays at Peace Church 

First Year  Confirmation 
Ninth Graders 

First and third Wednesdays from 7 – 8:15pm. 
We will begin in the Fireside Room, then go together to  
Prayers around the Cradle. 

Wednesday, December 3 — Moses, Miriam and the 
 Exodus.   

Wednesday, December 17 — Jesus is Born — A look 
at how Matthew and Luke tell their sides of this story.  

Second Year Confirmation 
Tenth Graders 

The second year class meets on the second  
and fourth Wednesdays of each month from  
7 – 8:15pm. We will begin in the Fireside Room, 
then go together to  Prayers around the Cradle. 

Wednesday, December 10 — Jesus, Cradle and the 
 Cross 

Wednesday, December 24 — No Class due to the 
 Christmas Break  

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
6 pm in the Fireside Room 

Great Fellowship, Prayer and Learning  

Come and read together the Gospel lesson for the 
following Sunday. We will be using an ancient bible 
study method – Lectio Divina.  Each participant has 
unique insights to offer the group from their hearing of 
the biblical story.  We also take the time at the end to 
pray for one another. Newcomers always welcome!   

Time of Prayer in Chapel  
Wednesdays at 5pm 

Be still and know that I am God 

An Invitation to CENTERING PRAYER  

Come for a time of check-in at 4:45 p.m. 
Practice the Prayer at 5:00 p.m.  

Opened and closed by Music from Jim Larson 

    Centering Prayer is a method of silent prayer that 
prepares us to receive the gift of contemplative 
prayer, in which we experience God's presence within 
us, closer than breathing, closer than thinking, closer 
than consciousness itself.  

Kids Choir! 
If your child is between the ages of preschool 

and 3rd grade, please come to the Peace Church 
Music Room from 5:00-5:30pm every Wednesday. 
Sing silly songs, play get-to-know-you games, and 
learn new songs. Super fun! For more information 
please contact Children’s Minister Mark Hakes or 
Music Director Jim Pospisil. 

All 2nd –5th Graders Welcome 

Practice is Wednesdays 6-7pm 

Mindanao Room 
(downstairs, next to 

Music Room) 

Singing and puppet 

making, games and  

puppet skills.   

We have been having  

a lot of fun this year!  

Watch for more info about 

our Christmas performance.  

Come join us! 

Some of the puppeteers 
rehearsing for a performance. 

mailto:jim@peaceucc.org


8 

 

Mark’s Musings 
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 

government will be upon his shoulder, and his name will be 
called ‘Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.’” – Isaiah 9:6 

I love Christmas! In my family, it’s a tradition that on 
Christmas Eve we go to church at 4:00, and then travel to my 
Grandma and Grandpa Skoog’s house. There we have a 
traditional Julbord, or Christmas Smörgåsbord; after dinner, we 
sing carols and open our Christmas gifts. But, contrary to what 
Macy’s, Best Buy, or Target would like you to believe, it’s not 
Christmas yet!!! In fact, the Christmas season doesn’t start until 
Christmas Eve and then it lasts until the Baptism of Our Lord 
(which can be any day between Jan. 7

th
 -13

th
, depending on the 

year). No, we are in the season of Advent, a time for us to 
prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus by remembering the 
longing of the Jews for a Messiah. In Advent, we’re also 
reminded of how much we too need a Savior, and we look 
forward to our Savior’s second coming even as we prepare to 
celebrate his first coming at Christmas. The word “Advent” 
comes from the Latin word adventus, which means “coming” or 
“visit.” As we keep in mind both “advents” of Christ, the first in 
Bethlehem and the second yet to come, I encourage you to 
embrace a new Advent tradition.  Here are a few ideas: 

Stuff shoes for St. Nicholas day (December 6). This does not 
have to be difficult or complicated. Have the kids put their 
shoes out, tell them the story of St. Nicholas, and after 
they’ve gone to bed, fill their shoes with goodies. Even just a 
few cookies in a ziplock bag will do, although bags of 
chocolate gold coins are always fun too! 

Celebrate St. Lucia (Lucy)’s feast day (December 13). Drive 
around and look at Christmas lights. This tradition started 
because her name means “light”. What a fun and easy way 
to celebrate this great feast day! If you aren’t feeling up to 
making saffron buns (the traditional treat for St. Lucia’s Day), 
you can make St. Lucy buns from canned cinnamon rolls. 

Put out a Nativity set. Put it front and center in your home. 
Up on the mantel is a great choice. This is an easy way to 
send a message of what’s the most important for this 
season. It’s also a great way for you to review the Christmas 
story as a family! 

Light an Advent Wreath. This is a great tradition! You can 
find more about it in Jackie’s article. 

Get an Advent Calendar. Advent Calendars are a fun way to 
count the days to Christmas. You can buy a simple 
cardboard one with chocolate inside or get one with drawers 
or pockets that you can stuff with candies and treats. I have 
one with cards suggesting things to do that day like “play a 
game as a family” or “bake cookies”. 

This is just a start; any tradition will work. Experiment 
and find what will work and be most meaningful for your family! 
May you have a blessed Advent as we once again prepare to 
welcome the Christ Child into our lives. 

~ Mark 

Peace Church Youth & Children 

Youth Group  Every Wednesday 
for 6th-8th graders 6:30pm –

8:00pm in the Youth Room! 

Middle School Youth 
Every year the Middle School Youth put 
on a short Drama on Christmas Eve. We 
will be reading through the script and 
assigning parts on Wednesday, December 
3rd; it would be very helpful to know by 
then who will be here on Christmas 

Eve. More details will follow. 

January 17th-18th — we're having a 
lock-in! More information will be in the 
January Peace Bell. 

Also, mark your calendars! We are 
planning a Ski Trip to Lutsen, February 
27th-28th. Cost will be $50 with more 
information to follow. 

Senior High 
We're planning on going to Pilgrim 

Point Camp (http://uccmn.org/

pilgrimpoint/about-pilgrim-point/) on March 

13th-15th, 2015 for the Winter Senior 

High Conference Youth Event. This is a 

chance to meet UCC High School students 

from all over the state. Make sure you put 

it on your calendar!  

Mark your calendars now  
Intergenerational  
Work Camp 2015 

New Vision in Philippi,  
West Virginia  

Saturday, July 25-Friday, July 31 

New Vision is a Christian Community 
Development Organization working to 
ReEnergize Communities. It evolved from 
a rich 50-year history of ministry and 
development in rural communities in 
Appalachia and around the country. 

The cost is $350 per person with some 
scholarships available for youth. This 
includes the bus down and back and 
housing in the New Vision dorms. They 
also provide our food and building 
materials.  

ReThink...missions.   

RePower...communities.   

ReStore...hope.   
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Christmas Pageant 

It’s Christmas Pageant time! We’ve already started planning and preparing for this year’s Christmas Pageant, 
Merry Christmas, Davy, which will be held December 21

st
 during the 10:30am service. Here is some information 

about Pageant rehearsals, costumes, and music. First, here are Important dates and times: 

Dec. 14
th

 9:30am (during Sunday School) We will start in the Sanctuary, sing through 
the songs for the Pageant, I’ll summarize the story for the younger kids, then we’ll split off to 
our classes for a shorter Sunday School Lesson. Those with speaking roles will stay in the 
Sanctuary to rehearse. 

Dec. 20
th

 10:00am-12:00pm (9:00 call for speaking roles): this is the Saturday before the 
Pageant, and it is our big practice. It’s very important to have everyone here; it is when we 
will figure out costumes and work out some of the kinks.  

Dec. 21
st

 10:00am: Pageant Day! This will be a time for last minute song practice as 
well as costume adjustments. We will meet in the Sanctuary and then move to our 

classrooms to get ready. There is no Sunday School this day! Please arrive by 10am. 

**If your child is not available or not interested in participating in the Pageant, please give 

Mark a call or send me an email; it will be helpful to know how many costumes we need to have available.** 

Each grade has a particular role and will sing certain songs. Below is a list of costume information and the 
specific songs your child’s class will be singing. Please take time to practice these songs at home, it will be so 
much easier for your children to learn them if they can practice outside of Sunday School. 

Grade: Role: Costume: Songs: 

Preschool Squirrels Please wear grey. Go Tell it On the  
Mountain (v.3) 

Joy to the World (v. 1) 
 

Kindergarten Wild Turkeys Please wear brown. 

  

Go Tell it On the  
Mountain (v.3) 

Joy to the World (v. 1) 
 

1
st
 Grade Bird Please wear bright  

colors. 
Once in Royal David’s 

City (v.1) 

Joy to the World (v. 1) 
 

2
nd

 Grade Deer Please wear brown 

  

Lo, How a Rose (v.1) 

Joy to the World (v. 1) 
 

3
rd

 Grade Birth Story Characters We will have robes and 
costumes for you. 

  

It Came Upon a  
Midnight Clear (v. 1) 

Joy to the World (v. 1) 
 

4
th
 and 5

th
 Grades Speaking Roles Colors are based on 

your child’s role. 
Good Christian Friend’s 

Rejoice (v. 1) 

Silent Night (v. 1) 

Joy to the World (v. 1) 

Volunteer Opportunities: We need your help to make the Christmas pageant 

successful! We always need parent help during our Saturday Rehearsal (Dec. 20
th
), and 

we need a few people who would be willing to coordinate costumes (the costumes are 
already made; it’s just getting kids into the right outfit and marking them for the next day). 

If you have any questions about the Pageant or you are willing to help out during 
practices or in another way, please let Mark know. 
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 Thoughts on the Way by Jackie Falk     Stewardship Reports 

Celebrate Advent – at Home! 
“How do you align your life with the Holy or 

something resembling the sacred? You practice.” 
As a child, my favorite practice was the Advent 
Wreath…the lighting of a candle and the reading 
of a really short Bible verse every day to count the 
days until Christmas. If you have never done a 
devotional practice at home, if you need to hit the 
reset button and begin again, or if you keep a 
faithful practice, it’s all the same, Advent is 
awonderful time to open ourselves to God’s faithful 
sending of new beginnings. 

Keep the personal and family ritual of the 
Advent Wreath to count down the days until the 
birth of baby Jesus! Pick up Messengers of Hope, 
this year’s Peace Church Advent booklet that 
contains the ritual for the lighting of each week’s 
candle and a scripture verse for each day. During 
the Advent waiting time, watch for the many 
arrivals of Jesus. The word Advent means 
“arrival.” During this month-long season we 
anticipate all the ways we know that Christ was, is, 

and will be arriving in the world.  

We tell the ancient story, the one of joy when 
Jesus came as a baby. The birth is the Divine 
saying “It is good to be human and God is with us.” 
This thread of the story is precious to our children 
and to the child in all of us.  

We live the present story, the one of challenge 
when we are not to be dazzled by the glittery 
commercial overlay that hides the story. Jesus is 
calling us to live the way of vulnerable love. Love 
made alive in encounters that join heads and 
hearts to be the presence of Christ.  

We see the new story, the one of promise 
when we direct our eyes to a future that fulfills 
God’s hopes and desires for good creation.  

We practice; we light candles; we keep awake; 
we whisper, “God is coming, God is coming.” 

Stewardship Corner  
The Stewardship Team is currently working on 

following-up on the Stewardship Campaign.  Thank you 
to everyone who has turned in a pledge for 2015.  We 
currently have 149 pledges for $279,518.  That includes 
11 new pledges totaling $12,080.  There are a total of 
59 increased pledges and 20 pledges have decreased.  
There are 85 pledges from last year that have not yet 
come in.  If those come in at the same level we would 
have a 2.4% increase in the pledge base for 2015.  We 
feel this is a very favorable response to the campaign 
and the Adult Forums that were held in October. 

If you have not yet turned in a pledge, please do 
so as soon as possible.  The Council will be setting 
the budget at their December meeting.   

Report from our Treasurer 
On November 9, as the Stewardship Team was 

blowing up balloons for the Stewardship luncheon with a 
tank of helium, someone suggested we all take a quick 
gulp of the helium and break into some joyous 
Christmas tunes by Alvin and the Chipmunks. 
Fortunately for anyone within earshiot, we decided not 
to. But still, we were ready to give it our all, joyfully and 
without restraint. That’s how we tend to do things here 
at Peace, whether it be our worship, or music, or 
community involvement, or giving of our time and 
treasures. Even though at the end of October we were 
over $13,000 short of pledged contributions for the year, 
I’m confident that the generosity and enthusiasm of all 
of us will come through to eliminate that deficit by the 
end of the year. Please review your gifts to Peace to 
see if you can help to wipe out any shortage so we can 
all burst into joyful song at Christmas time. 

In addition, if you have not already submitted your 
pledge for 2015, please do so as soon as possible, and 
please consider filling out the electronic payment form. 
Thank you for all you do. 

Kirby Wood, Peace Church treasurer 
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Peace Church News 

Moderator’s Report 
by Kathy Bray, Peace Church Moderator 

The holiday season often has us reflecting on gratitude.  For some, or for 
everyone on some days, gratitude can be hard to find.  But, I challenge anyone 
to sit in worship or spend some time with one of the many groups within the 
church or active in the community, and not feel an overwhelming sense of 
gratitude for the positive energy and support that makes up Peace Church.  As 
we discussed preliminary budget figures for 2015 and the current deficit at the 
November Council meeting, we were reminded how our church acts as a co-op.  
Each and every pledge, no matter how small or significant, is the reason our 
lights stay on, the Peace Bell is published, the phone is answered, the 
Fellowship Hall is clean and welcoming, the pastoral support is there when 
needed.  We determine by our pledges what Peace Church can provide to its 
members and to the greater community.   

And, as we enter the last month of the 2014 pledge year, we are behind … 
Mother Nature was not kind to our Peace Co-Op last winter, with high demands 
for snow removal and heat.  Thousands of dollars of unbudgeted expense had 
to be paid.  Add on top of that a $13,000 shortage in pledge income, and the 
balance sheet is looking a little glum these days.  God will provide, but it is our 
Co-Op, our members, who write the checks, who dig into the bottom of our 
purses, to pay the bills in the meantime.  Could you check the bottom of your 
purse or wallet, to see if a missing pledge or two might be lurking? We have 
much work still to do before the end of the year, and a slight budget increase to 
work toward for 2015, just so we continue to maintain what we do so well.   

As the meditation for November’s Council meeting, I shared this essay 
“Gratefulness and the Power of Radical Sufficiency” by Kristi Nelson, and close 
this month’s report with an excerpt: 

Grateful living asks us to purposefully direct our awareness to notice all that 
is already fully present and abundant in our lives - from the tiniest things of 
beauty to the grandest of our blessings - and in so doing, to take nothing for 
granted. … 

… In infinite ways, grateful living offers an unparalleled pathway to the 
experience of “enough,” and even more than enough, in our lives. Suddenly, the 
barren corners of our homes are rich with things for which to be thankful. What 
seemed lacking in our relationship now feels full to overflowing. Our bodies are 
miraculous. Electricity itself blows our minds. Our days can be one discovery 
after another of blessing and opportunity. And the earth can seem an endless 
symphony of beauty.  

When we are in touch with enough-ness, when we feel like we are and have 
enough, we become less susceptible to cultural norms of complaint, envy, 
scarcity, comparison, and insatiability; all sources of suffering, and separation 
from ourselves, each other and the planet, and also the ways that we get 
caught in the “more is better” mentality. When we are so busy unconsciously 
rushing towards more, as Soul of Money author Lynne Twist says, we rush right 
over/past “enough” and do not even notice it…like an inconvenient speed-
bump. … 

… Grateful living invites a radical experience of sufficiency, and sufficiency 
invites us toward using our lives and resources in more radically generous, 
open-hearted, and conscientious ways. This truth offers me hope - for our lives, 
each other and the world. And hope is a longing and blessing for which we can 
all be deeply grateful… 

Take time to feel the fullness of life and share your gifts and generosity with 
others this season. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Kathy Bray       525-4220 
Moderator 
katupnorth@live.com 
 
Mike Schrage   343-4206 
Vice Moderator 
mikeschrage@fdlrez.com 
 
Dick Goese    525-3412  
Past Moderator 
goese@chartermi.net 
 
Kirby Wood    724-1196 
Treasurer 
kcduluth@msn.com 
 
Julie Flotten     724-5690 
Secretary 
flotwood@gmail.com 
 
Jan Nugent    728-4315 
Spiritual Life Representative 
janettenugent@yahoo.com 
 
Naomi Christensen    
 314-566-2651 
Stewardship  
 Representative 
tpeters5411@yahoo.com 
 
Jessica Olson     724-5210 
Christian Ed Representative 
jclolson@gmail.com 
 
Pamela Mittlefehldt      
 525-3693 

 
pjmarch4@aol.com 
 
Jim McLean      464-8975  
Member at large  
mcleanbarrslake@gmail.com 
 
Ann Sudoh    724-3709 
Member at large 
ann_sudoh@hotmail.com 
 
Susan Goltz   525-9478 
Member at large 
smgoltz@gmail.com 
 
Jon Barry    218-301-9452 
Member at large 
barr0422@gmail.com  
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Acting for Justice 

Voices for Justice    Peace Church has a vital commitment to working for justice.  We are energized and 

heartened by hearing each other’s stories.  Each month, we will share a brief story from members of our 
community, learning from each other while we also expand our visions and hopes.  If you would like to share 
your story, or want to suggest someone to include in this column, please leave a message at the office.   
Every story is a gift. 

Charley Kendall:  Healing for Justice  

The issue that matters to me most is the plight of those in poverty, both in the United 
States and abroad.  My desire to help those from poverty in our country comes from 
my work as a physician, my experiences working with inner city minorities and, for 
the past 18 years, at a tribal clinic on the Fond du Lac Indian Reservation.   I also 
have a strong desire to reach out to those in other countries.  A driving force for me 
came on September 11

th
, as I sat stunned, like everyone that day, and watched 

Palestinians celebrating in the streets.  It disturbed me that they could hate America 
that much.  It made me want to reach out to others around the world to show them 
how Americans can be, not just how we might be represented by the actions of our 
government.     

In my work, I have spent a lot of time studying and learning the dynamics of my 
patients from poverty, to help me serve them better as a physician.  To reach out to 
the greater world, I took an idea of my wife’s that we should support the 
microfinance movement, and brought that to Peace Church, in an effort which 
became known as Seeds of Peace.   

My faith is a bit nebulous, but I believe that doing what we can for others should be a main tenet of our lives.   

My greatest inspiration in my life has been my father, the most giving person I have known.   

Thank you to Pamela Mittlefehldt for editing the Voices for Justice article each month! 

 

“Ties That Bind” Quilting Update 
Making quilts for the Steve O'Neil apartments 
By Jo Johnson, creator and chief mover of Ties that Bind! 

Our postponed wrap-up for the year will be Monday, December 8 

from 6:30 to 8:30pm. 

We have enough quilts for the first 44 families, 
plus some to take care of turnover in the 
months ahead, but we have a few to finish up 
and then we can make plans going forward. 

We do not know how fast and when turnover 
will happen but we should be able to cover 
those needs by meeting quarterly in 2015. 

CHUM identified a few other "stitchery" needs 
and we can decide if we want to expand our 
original mission to include those (including 
totes, cloth napkins, and Christmas stockings). 

If anyone has a plastic tote or two that we 
could have for storing our materials it would  
be much appreciated. 

Thanks to all who have contributed to this 
amazing project—especially to Jo Johnson—
visionary and organizer extraordinaire! 

Eyeglasses for Panama 
Denise Hamsher is 
again going to 
Panama on a medical 
mission trip at the end 
of January. 

This year the group has an eye 
doctor coming who will be doing 
exams and providing prescription or 
better yet, as available, donated 
prescription glasse.  Blink Optical in 
Duluth has graciously agreed to 
label these donated glasses. 

If you have any glasses that you 
haven’t donated to Lions club, 
would you consider donating your 
former, but still functional, 
glasses?  Prescription sunglasses 
would also work.  If you have a 
case, great.  Nonprescription 
reading glasses will also be 
accepted.  

You can donate your former 
glasses by dropping them off in the 
church lobby.  Thanks so much! 
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Each year at Christmas time we decorate the altar with poinsettias. Would you like to order one in honor or in 
memory of a loved one? You may then take it home with you if you’d like, after the last Christmas Eve service. 

This is also a fundraiser for our Transportation Fund, which is in need of replenishing!  

Because of this fund, we are able to offer rides to church for people lacking transportation. 

John Erickson 

Nettie Bothwell 

Gary Soule 

Ellie Hoffman 

Viola Brown 

Maleeah Langdon-Larson 

Forest Fena            

Sydney Benton 

Mari Doffin 

Lyndsay Guidinger 

Marsha Hystead 

Nicholas Maras 

CaiLan Barlass 

Holly Bowen-Bailey 

Virginia Nelson 

Mary Karstens 

Jason Broska 

Michelle Grauman 

Jen Murphy 

Tom Isbell 

Katrina Lindgren 

Savannah Holden 

Gary Sheldon 

Kim Kruger 

Liam Colclough 

Katie Adams 

Kim Carlson 

Tim Carpenter 

Marianne Peterson 

Nathalia Hawley Williams 

Grant Montgomery 

Kim Campbell 

Zac Olson 

Dave Winchester 

Jan Nugent 

Maren Friday 

Jordan Sandal 

Ahnnali Lindgren 

Hannah Carpenter 

Dave Gerhart 

Abby Amundsen 

Diane Swanoski 

December Birthdays / Poinsettia Order Form 

 

POINSETTIA ORDER 
Please fill out and place in the offering plate or send to the office 

 

Name                   
 

 I wish to order ______ poinsettias at a cost of $20.00 each,  

 ___in memory of / ___in honor of the following person(s): 

                                  

                                   

(Please make checks payable to Peace Church, with “poinsettia” in the memo) 

Elise Westbrook 

Benjamin Clark 

Barb Allen 

Finnegan Miller 

Sheryl Filby Williams 

Kelly Peterson 

Kiana Wasilewski 

Talia Beech-Brown 

Gilah Messerer 

Heather Morgan 

Pam Jakubiak 

Lyle Staubs 

Kai Larsen 

Gabriel Ehlers-Nelson 

Nick Owens 

Josie Blazevic-Seibert 

Laurie Berner 

Billy Pearson 

Erin Rudd 

Barbara Lovejoy 

Jennifer Langdon-Larson 

Linda Lundberg 

Stephanie Lanier 

Nora Good 

Laura Anderson 

Jenny Tomhave 

Kim Squillace 

Jean Thoennes 

Connie Lindquist 

Tanya Jackson 

Jake Walsh 

Cadence Bambenek 

Connor Bambenek 

Joran Mittlefehldt 

John Pegg 

Jennifer Boyle 

Mark White 

Kaisa Robinson 

Victoria Nugent 

Heidi Olson 

Alisha Blazevic 

Elena Davidson 

Jan Tomaino 

Victoria Moses 

Anna DeMaster 

Rebecca Holmstrom 

Henry Dalen 

Kenzie Kelly 

Nuamin Marciniak 

Rory Lieb 

Matt Ware 

Makoons Miller-Tanner 

Irene Miller-Tanner 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Here’s the crew that makes it possible to  send out 
the Peace Bell each month! Many thanks to them for 
folding and taping all 400 Peace Bells. Thanks to 
Sharon Crosby for taking it to the PO each month! 
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Peace People 

Thank You! 
To our Food and Fellowship Team for the great Chili 

Lunch and clean up for Stewardship Sunday. Thanks to 
Cathy and Kirby Wood, John and Cathy Ameel, Carrie 
Plamann and Rolf Hagberg, Nadine Hubert, Bob and Rene 
Montgomery, Laurie Berner, Lyn and Pat Devlin, Robin 
Davidson, Jan Nugent and the whole Stewardship Team!  

To all our special musicians in November.  

“Dear Peace United Church of Christ, Thank you so much 

for helping to sponsor the screening of “Who is Dayani 
Cristal” at the Zinema on November 3. We hope that this 
film generated some conversations about the immigration 
situation in the U.S. Your help in bringing the movie to 
Duluth is much appreciated. Sincerely, the Social Justice 
Ministry at Pilgrim Congregational Church.” 

“Thank you all for your kind words and the beautiful peace 

lily. Thank you once again for your thoughtfulness and 
support during this difficult time. Lisa Shepard and 
family” (Lisa’s husband Dan is our Peace Church custodian. 
Lisa’s father died recently.) 

From CHUM: Thank you for your gift of $500 to support 

Jail Chaplaincy Program and $1,416.67 to help us provide 
basic necessities to the men, women and children who 
come seeking assistance. 

Dear Pastor Kathy, Nancy, and Peace UCC 

Congregation, Thanks so much for letting us use your 
Fireside Room for our October Religious Ed. Meeting. It was 
a lovely and calming place to hold a busy meeting! We all 
greatly appreciated your hospitality. Thanks for always 
being a partner in our common endeavors in faith, Nancy 
Deever, Acting Director, Rel. Ed. For Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation Duluth.” 

Special thanks to the following people who watered & 

cared for the indoor plants the past months: Tavis and Amy 
Westbrook in September, Kirby and Cathy Wood in October, 
and Jim Larson in November. 

From the Western Lake Superior Habitat for Humanity: 

Please accept our sincere thanks for your partnership and 
financial contribution to the work of WLSHFH. The 
resources that you share with us will continue to support our 
mission. 

To Dennis Hamsher for time spent sorting and organizing 

telephone lines in our building, and researching issues 
surrounding our fire alarm system.  

The Ehrbright family would like to thank the Peace 

Community for holding us up with prayers and with 
donations after our garage fire.  We have always felt so at 
home in this community, and now… just WOW!  We are so 
blessed to be a part of this community.  Special thanks to 
Gail Blum for giving so much of herself and time to 
others.  She is a bright light in this world.  Xoxox  
In connection, Corrie, Connor, Leila, and Aidan 

Keep in Your Prayers 
Wes Severson and Peggy Maske at Chris 

Jensen Care Center. Special prayers for Wes 
as he deals with pneumonia.  

Vi Brown at Westwood Care Facility. 

Max Proetz as she heals at home from knee 

surgery, and Cheryl Walsh as she heals from 
wrist surgery. 

Congratulations 
Jacob Olson, son of Jesse and Suzi Olson, 

who was baptized on November 9. 

Olivia Hoban, daughter of Tricia Spehar and 

John Hoban, who was baptized on November 9. 

Welcome to the World! 
Zachary Edward Blomstrom, son of 
Jacqueline and Eric, born October 25.

 

Sympathy  
To the family of Lillian Day, who 

died on November 15. The funeral 
service was led by Pastor Kathy on November 
21. Lillian was a salesperson for Fanny Farmer 
for twenty-seven years.  She often saved the 
candy scraps for folks on the streets. She was 
a member of Peace United Church of Christ for 
over forty years and was active in various 
groups at the church. She was most happy 
when she was around family, especially her 
grandchildren.  She loved cooking and baking. 

To Kate Nicoletti on the death of her mom, 

Jean Wallace. 

Memorials 
In memory of Myrna Johnson from Marlis Cran 
and Jill Johnson. In memory of Lillian Day from 
Elaine Augustad and Joan and Wes Severson. 
 

 

Peggy Maske always joins the Peace Bell 
folding crew in October to celebrate her 
birthday—95 this year! Peggy and her husband 
George volunteered for decades to make sure 
the Peace Bell got mailed each month! 
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Get to know some of our newest members! 

Rory Lieb 

Family members (including pets): Kirk 
Lieb, dogs—Mr. Brooks, Sir Bentley, Miss 
Bella, and Missy Lou. 

What is your vocation? Air Traffic 
Controller. 

What are your hobbies/passions? SCUBA diving, 
traveling, gardening, movies. 

What brought you to Peace? The search for truth 
in Christ’s words. I feel so many “Christians” are not 
preaching true Christianity. I feel they are being 
misguided and on the wrong path. Jesus speaks over 
and over about love. So many of todays “Christians” 
fall short in their own teachings. 

What is an obscure fact about yourself that others 
may not know but would enjoy? I’ve been over 6’ 
tall since the 6

th
 grade! I was always the weird tall guy. 

David Hoffman 

What is your vocation? Chef, owner/operator; 
Musician. 

What are your hobbies/passions? 
Cycling, tennis, coffee nut case. 

What brought you to Peace? There is 
such a spirit of compassion…I didn’t 
want to miss out! 

What is an obscure fact about yourself that others 
may not know but would enjoy? My mother is 
Hawaiian and my father an Eastern European Jew. In 
both cultures there are lots of foods with coconut in 
them. Macaroons and anything with coconut works for 
me. 

Comments: Can I get an AMEN? 

Peace Church Library ~ Check it out! 

New adult books: 

Dressing Up for the Carnival by Carol Shields 

If You Lived Here, I'd Know Your Name : News from 
Small-Town Alaska by Heather Lende 

Little Miracles by Dan Zadra and Katie Lambert 

Ain't Nature Grand by Les Blacklock 

Standing in the Light : A Lakota Way of Seeing  
by Severt Young Bear and R D Theisz 

Maybe (Maybe Not) Second Thoughts from a Secret 
Life by Robert Fulghum 

Confessing Our Faith (UCC Statement of Faith)  
by Roger L Shinn 

New children's books: 

Christmas with Ida Early by Robert Burch 

Claude the Dog : A Christmas Story  
by Dick Gackenbach 

Stories of Santa : A Story book of Two Beloved Santa 
Songs 

How Santa Really Works by Alan Snow 

The Christmas Party from the Black Lagoon  
by Mike Thaler 

Henry's Christmas Star by Jeffrey Dinardo 

The Lame Nan Who Walked Again by Mary Warren 

 Library         New Member Interviews 

Looking Ahead 

Men’s Retreat—February 6-8, 2015 

The men's retreat will again be held at the Turning 
Point Retreat Center just north of Floodwood.  This 
beautiful and well equipped facility has proven to 
provide a very relaxing  location for the weekend. 
Plan to come for all or part of this time. Save these 
dates on your calendar.  More details in future Peace 
Bells. 

Women’s Retreat — April 24-25, 2015 
We will again be staying at the historic Eagle 

Lodge that is part of Clearwater Forest Presbyterian 
Camp near Deerwood, MN. This has been a fabulous 
setting for our retreat the last two years. 

Stewardship 
balloons were a 
hit with the kids! 
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Community 

Members of the Duluth community have come 
together to respond to the announcement of the grand 
jury decision in Ferguson, MO regarding the shooting 
of Mike Brown by Officer Darren Wilson.  During this 
time time of turmoil, we are united in putting forth the 
following points: 

* As community groups, we recognize that events like 
this happen in a historical context - and because of 
different histories, people may have different 
perspectives and responses to the verdict of the 
grand jury in Ferguson, MO,  

* Regardless of the grand jury decision in this 
individual case, we recognize there continues to be a 
tension between existing systems and parts of our 
community with the result that some people fear for 
their own safety and the safety of young people in 
interactions with law enforcement, 

* We are promoting the variety of community events - 
not that we will agree on all of the perspectives 
shared - but that we support all people's first 
amendment right to share concerns in a peaceful and 
constructive manner, and  

* As community members, we have been in 
communication about these events with the Duluth 
Police Department and value work toward positive 
and honest relationships between community and 
police that will create a healthier environment for 
everyone.   

Monthly Shape Note Singing 

Sunday December 7, 2-4 p.m 

Friends' Meetinghouse (1802 E 1st St).  

More info: Leslie White (218-728-9545) 

Witness for Peace Delegation to Honduras  
January 9-19, 2015 

Honduran Families and Communities Under 
Threat:  Learning from Indigenous Groups, 
Campesinos, and Human Rights Defenders  

Consider this upcoming Witness for Peace 
delegation to learn first-hand about the root causes of 
that mass migration. Honduras is in a very critical 
situation, and our witness and solidarity is especially 
important at this time. Join us and spend 10 life-
changing days in January with a great group of WFP 
delegates. More info: Lyn Clark Pegg (218-348-3048) 

GUN VIOLENCE AFFECTS EVERYONE 
We are remembering the 20 children and 6 teachers 
who were shot at Sandy Hook school 2 years ago. 
We are remembering the 5 students who were shot 
at Marysville, Washington school last month. We are 
remembering……….. 

CANDLELIGHTING/BELL RINGING MEMORIAL 

THURSDAY, DEC. 11—11:45 A.M.-1:00 P.M. 

PEACE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

LIGHT SOUP LUNCH PROVIDED WITH 

CONVERSATION FOLLOWING THE MEMORIAL 

At this holiday time, we are asking families to focus 
on safety in their homes and in the community. How 
can we keep our communities safe from continuing 
gun violence?  

Be part of the solution. Engage your family and 
friends.  

HOSTED BY: Peace United Church of Christ 

SPONSORED BY: Northland Brady/Protect 
Minnesota Chapter, Duluth League of Women 
Voters, and others. Please join us! 

Endorsing Organizations 

 City of Duluth Human Rights Commission 

 Cross-Cultural Alliance of Duluth 

 UMD Office of Cultural Diversity 

 City of Duluth Citizen Review Board 

 NAACP Duluth Branch 

 Community Action Duluth 

 Clayton Jackson McGhie Memorial, Inc.  

 City of Duluth Indigenous Commission  

 Occupy Duluth 

 First United Methodist Church 

 CHUM 

 Peace United Church of Christ Dismantling Racism 

Team & Acting for Justice Hub 

 Duluth Police Department 

 Echoes of Peace 

 Duluth LISC 

 UMD MSW Student Association of Social Workers 

 Sports Court Citizen Patrol 

 #politicsoffmybody 

 St. Michael's Catholic Church 

 Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

 Trinity Episcopal Church 

 Mending the Sacred Hoop 

 All Nations Indigenous Center 

 Rev. Dr. David Tryggestad, Pastor, Concordia 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Duluth 

 Twin Ports African American Men's Group 

Statement in response to the verdict in Ferguson, MO 
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 Nursery 
 7 Karen Sheldon, Lori Seele, Chloe Benson, Agatha Pokrzywinski 

14 Patty Beech, Lara Hamsher, Hannah Carpenter, Ella Brown 

21 Laura Greensmith, Tavis/Amy Westbrook, Zoe Simpson, Mari Doffin 

28 Veronica Gaidelis-Langer, Alison Wood, Ali Kruger, Andrea Brown 

December Volunteer Schedules 

 Lay Readers 

 7 8:30: Lynn Lanier 

 10:30: Katherine Swira-Brown 

14 8:30: Marilyn Mayry 

 10:30: Choir Cantata 

21 8:30: Lynn Devlin 

 10:30: Christmas Pageant 

28 8:30: Zoe Simpson 

 10:30: Vicki Westrick 

 Greeters—10:30 
 7 Jebeh/Andy Edmunds, Heather 

Muster 

14 Peggy Skylondz, Lori Williams, 
Ellyn Wiens 

21 Ali Kruger, Loni Cran-Hovis, Bill 
DeRoche 

24 4pm Ellyn Wiens, Volunteer  

 10pm  Volunteers needed 

28 Nettie Bothwell, Naomi  
Christensen 

Damiano Soup Kitchen 
December 14 

1:30 - 4:00 - Justin or Jessica 

Olson, Jesse & Isabelle 

Schomberg, Pat O’Connell family 

4:30 - 6:30 - Betty Greene, Gayle & 
Jack Kelly, Pam Kramer, Mari 
Doffin, Annette Strom 

Monday Meals at Dorothy 

Day House (1712 Jefferson) 
 1 Sjodings 

 8 Rombergs & Cyndy Klinksiek 

15 Judy Derauf 

22 Sandy Moore & Deb Stricker 

29 Meal Angel Volunteer 

8:30 Communion Bread 
 7 Janell Kohls 

14 Annette Strom 

21 Robin Davidson 

28 Lynn Lanier 

Coming up — January 

Coordinators:  

Kirby & Cathy Wood, 724-1196  

Mark Liske, 728-2749 

Mary & Jeff Adams, 464-1992 

Barb Allen, 464-3671 

Megan & John Bennett,  
612-867-9297 

Jennifer Boyle, 728-4185 

Mollie Stapleton Clark, 525-0557 

Corrie Ehrbright, 218-251-3686 

Matt Hoeschen, 590-9415 

Cammy & Shawn Hansen,  
525-0100 

Marian Jensen, 723-8156 

Amy & Eric Larson, 724-1349 

Marcia Larson, 320-245-2500 

Deb Stricker & Sandy Moore,  
724-1117 

John & Lyn Clark Pegg,  
348-3048 

Sarah & Megan Perry-Spears, 
724-3117 

Gwen Plumb & Dave Gerhart, 
525-6551 

Judy & Bill Seliga-Punyko,  
525-4688 

Eric and Jane Rudd, 727-4116 

Coffee Hour Committees 

December Coffee Hour 

Coordinators:  

Susan Kehtel/Amy Galarowicz, 

624-1800 

Mike & Linda Lundberg,  

525-6804 

December 7 

Communion Bread: Mary Sue 
Taallerud 

Set-up: Melanie Lundell 

Serve/Clean-up: Deb Cooper, Bob/
Rene Montgomery 

December 14 

Set-up: Currans, Deanna Notaro 

Serve/Clean-up: Patty Beech, Jim/
Sally Larson 

December 21 

Set-up: Mike Schrage 

Serve/Clean-up: Ellen Shelhon, Dan/
Kelly Peterson, Bob/Ann Feyen 

December 28 

Potluck breakfast at 9:30.  

No Coffee Hour 

Please bring 3 dozen treats on 

your day to help. 

Thank you! 

. 

 

 10:30 Ushers    (Lead Usher in bold) 
 7 Karie Simpson, Zoe Simpson, Jill Bugbee, Laurie Berner  

14 Karie Simpson, Jen Pearson, Mike & Diane Swanoski  

21 Karie Simpson, Corrie Ehrbright, Nettie Bothwell, Naomi Christensen 

24 4pm Bray family, Courtney, Zoe, & Bill Simpson 

 10pm Karie, Zoe, Courtney Simpson, Susan Kehtel, Amy Galarowicz 

28 Karie Simpson, Cindy Macaulay, Julie MacKenzie, Volunteer  

21 Steve Coll/Jon Barry 

28 Susan Kehtel/Linda Lundberg 

  8:30 Ushers  
 7 Gayle/Jack Kelly 

14 Zoe Simpson/Leanne Ventrella 

Acolytes 
 7 Leila Ehrbright, River Fena 

14 Kyra Hovis, Grant Kerttula 

21 Maxwell Kozelka, Lyda Kraker 

28 No Sunday School, no acolyte 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/acolyte72_web.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.redeemerchestnuthill.org/weekly/2009/2009-09-01.htm&usg=__0KYVlvahqVkI18mB_wvAAPeSL3A=&h=300&w=327&sz=10&hl=EN&start=37&sig2=uGY
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Peace United Church of Christ 

1111 North 11th Avenue East 

Duluth, MN 55805 

 

(218) 724-3637 

www.peaceucc.org 

E-mail: office@peaceucc.org 

 

Non-profit  
Organization 

US Postage PAID 
Permit No. 84 

Duluth, MN 

PEACE BELL is a monthly publication of Peace United Church of Christ, Duluth, Minnesota 

Praising God; Living the Way of Jesus; and Building the Beloved Community of God 

Our vision is to be an accessible, open and affirming community growing in Christian faith,  

committed to peace and justice, and reaching out in healing love to all of creation, including  

all people, respecting and valuing the diversity of people’s sexual orientation, race, culture,  

gender, age, opinions, and physical and mental abilities. Visitors are always welcome! 

 

If you are not interested in receiving the 
Peace Bell, please call or e-mail the office 
(see phone # and e-mail address above) 

PEACE CHURCH STAFF    

Lead Pastor:  Rev. Kathy Nelson  

Music Director:  Jim Pospisil 

Faith Formation Minister: Jackie Falk 

Youth and Children’s Ministries: Mark Hakes  

Visitation: Cheryl Walsh 

PEACE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY—9-3, PHONE:  218-724-3637 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:    Kathy:  knelson@peaceucc.org   Office: office@peaceucc.org    

 Jim: jim@peaceucc.org    Mark: mark@peaceucc.org      Jackie: jackie@peaceucc.org 

    Toni: Toni@peaceucc.org    Janell: janell@peaceucc.org    Nancy: nancy@peaceucc.org 

Bookkeeper: Toni Kasell 

Office Coordinator: Janell Kohls 

Office Assistant: Nancy Nelson 

Custodian: Dan Shepard 

Pianist: Wendy Durrwachter 

Welcome to worship at Peace Church—Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


